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Chairman’s Notes
By Alec Tritton

NCE again we had a

very successful Confer-

ence at Easthampstead

Park in Berkshire, with
nearly 100 members attending
the AGM.

| would, therefore, once again
like to express my gratitude to
John Titterton and Ron Dobrée
for all their hard work. No doubt
they will both be pleased that
they are not organising the 2002
Conference, as next year it will
also incorporate the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the Federation of
Family History Societies.

It will, therefore, be so much
larger with, hopefully, many non-
Guild members attending. It is, of
course, the first time that a one-
name organisation has hosted
this AGM.

Award “first”

We also have another “first”
for a one-name society. It gives
me great pleasure to congratu-
late our editor, Roy Stockdill, in
editing the first one-name jour-
nal to win the prestigious FFHS
Elizabeth Simpson Award for the
best family history journal.

| was privileged to receive the
award from Elizabeth herself, on
behalf of the Guild, at the FFHS
AGM in Leicester. In order that
everyone may share in this
award, we will ensure it is on
display at the Regional Seminars
that will take place before we
have to hand it back.

Roy is, in effect, the architect
of this success, but it would not
have been possible to win the
Elizabeth Simpson Award without
the interesting articles and snip-
pets from you, the members.
Altogether, this was a great team
effort.

As a special one-off to cele-
brate this event, the committee
agreed that this edition of the
journal will contain even more
pages — up from 28 to 32.

Those of you who live in the
UK might like to know that there
is to be a five-part series on BBC

Radio 4, starting on Tuesday, June
19, at 11 a.m. entitled “Surnames,
Genes & Genealogy”. | appreciate
that a number of these program-
mess may already have taken
place by the time you get this
Journal, but the last program on
July 17 is about the Guild and the
work we do.

There are a number of Guild
members who will be taking part
throughout the series and should
anyone like a copy of each pro-

Our Elizabeth
Simpson
success was

a great team
effort

gramme, they will be a available
from the BBC at a cost of £3 per
tape. | hope to be able to bring
you full details in the October
journal.

The Guild was also the “guest
host” during April on the BBC
Family History message board
which again gave us the oppor-
tunity to raise our International
profile. The BBC History site
receives around 400,000 unique
hits a week. My thanks to Derek
Palgrave for assuming the mantle
of answering the many queries
on surnames that occurred.

Executive changes

This year has brought two
changes to the Executive posi-
tions. As | stated in my last notes,
Mary Rumsey has had to step
down because of her health and |
am pleased to announce that

Geoff Riggs has been elected by
the committee to serve as Vice-
Chairman. After five years in the
post of Registrar, Dominic Joh-
nson has stepped down as
Registrar and Ken Toll was
elected to the position. Dominic
remains on the committee and
has taken on the onerous task of
co-ordinating the organisation of
the 2002 Conference.

Douglas Lobb

Finally, it is my sad duty to
report the death of one of our
founding members, Douglas
Lobb. Doug handed on his
research some years ago when he
found he was unable to continue,
but had an active interest in the
Guild and one-name studies to
the end.

Our President Derek Palgrave
says: “He was a great character
and a regular supporter of Guild
functions. He often used to bring
a bugle to our meetings and we
usually had to restrain him from
attempting to play it. We were
not always successful!” O

®

Secretary’s Notes

By Jim Isard

LL the Categorisation
Survey forms have
now been counted and
a total of 493 members

voted, which is 26.2% of the
membership. Although this may
seem a low figure, when |
looked at surveys held by other
family history societies in the
past, it is actually quite high.
Of these 493 members who
voted, the vast majority were in
favour of retaining categoris-
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ation: 214 were in favour of
retaining the present system of
categories (11.3% of the mem-
bership), while 245 wanted to
introduce a different system of

categories (12.9% of the
membership)
On the three alternative

methods of categorisation pro-

posed, the wvoting was as
follows.
Method 1 159  (8.4% of the

membership)

Method 2 17 (0.9% of the
membership)
Method 3 262 (13.9% of the

membership)

Those who voted for each
method would place themselves
in the relevant categories as
follows:

Method 1: Group A 11

Group B 110
Group C 35
Method 2: Cat 1 4
Cat 2 8
Cat 3 9
Method 3: Cat G 9
CatF 234
Cat P 14
Cat M 12
| have not included those

who did not register a vote for
a particular question, and some
members’ answers did not
reflect their answers to the
other associated questions,
which is why the figures do not
add up consistently

Comments
There were a large number
of comments accompanying the

votes and, naturally, these will ¢

take longer to analyse.

These comments will be dis
cussed, and the results of the
voting considered at the next
committee meeting, which will
be held in the middle of July.

I want to thank all those of
you who voted on this impor-
tant issue. O

HERE is Edinburgh?

Where is Notting-

ham? Where in York-

shire is Bradford? No,
this is not a geography exam for
10-year-olds. These are questions
recently asked in all seriousness
on Internet genealogical mailing
lists to which | belong.

Admittedly, the questioners
were overseas, but living in
English-speaking countries and
researching their British ancestry.
Have they never heard of an
atlas? Don't they know that you
can find virtually anywhere in the
world in a few minutes on the
Internet?

Less forgivable in my book was
the person in Essex (with
apologies to Essex-based Guild
members!) who asked what
county Liverpool used to be in
before it became Merseyside.

You think | am joking? | kid ye
not — just spend an hour or two
browsing some of the genealogy
news groups and you wouldn't
credit the abysmal ignorance of
mundane geography and general
knowledge exhibited out there.

I am moved to wonder what
on earth the standard of some of
the questioners” genealogical
research must be like.

Yet, when | have voiced such
an opinion, | have invariably been
swamped with e-mails accusing
me of being patronising, arro-
gant, snobbish and obnoxious -
and those are just some of the
milder epithets.

| have actually been asked,
believe it or not, what geography
has to do with genealogy. And
when | have attempted to explain
the inextricable links, with exam-
ples of knowing how to look for
ancestors in contiguous parishes
and studying their migratory pat-
terns, 1 am often met with blank
incomprehension. How anyone

can begin to research their ances-
try in a particular place without
having the faintest idea where it
is located is utterly beyond me -
but, believe me, they do, they do!

Equally irritating are those
newcomers to genealogy who
constantly ask in mailing lists for
look-ups...look-ups in  census
returns, electoral rolls, direc-
tories, Mls, poll books and other
sources.

| have learned to my cost that
if you make a bit of a name for
yourself as a supposed expert,
you are inundated with requests
for help. It is also assumed that
you possess a home reference
library the equivalent of the Brit-
ish Library and every county
record office rolled into one.

| still shake my head in wonder
at the request | received to “look

up” someone’s great-great-
grandfather, believed to have
been born “somewhere in

Yorkshire”, in the 1861 census. |
replied that if they would care to
pay me the going rate per hour
for the next 30 years or so, |
would be happy to accept the
assignment!

Is it patronising to expect peo-
ple to acquire a modicum of basic
knowledge before plunging into
genealogy? Is it unreasonable to
ask them to read at least one
decent book or do some trawling
of genealogical websites? | don’t
think so, but many newcomers
don't agree with me. They
demand instant answers to all
their questions and whinge when
they don’t get them. Sadly, this
appears to be the breed of
"wannabe” genealogist that the
internet is spawning.

They expect their complete
family tree to be handed to them
on a plate, all neatly tied up with
pink ribbon. Well, sorry chums,
but dont look at me. O
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Locating marriages in England and

Wales between 1837 and 1912
By Paul Millington

PAUL MILLINGTON is a
member of the Guild
Committee. He is also
Forum Manager and
Website Manager for
the Guild.

In this article, he
describes techniques
for identifying the pre-

cise locations — and
names of spouses — of
marriages that took
place from 1837 to
1912 without having to
purchase certificates
from the General Regis-
ter Office.

“Purchasing
all of the
Millington
marriage
certificates
up to 1912
would cost
in the order
of £35,000”

ne of the basic requirements

for members of the Guild is to

gather index entries for

births, marriages and deaths.
For England and Wales, these are the
responsibility of the General Register
Office (GRO) and are held at the Family
Records Centre (FRC) in London and
elsewhere. Marriages are perhaps the
most important of these, since they
provide a great deal of additional
information.

Marriage is the only event that
occurs in a place of worship and is
recorded - as it actually takes place - in
publicly available registers. For births
and deaths, we use the records of bap-
tism and funeral services that occur
after the event, and could be entered
in the publicly available registers at
even later dates.

When ordering a certificate from the
FRC for the period 1837 to 1912, the
reference number consisting of a
volume and page is required (local
register offices employ a different ref-
erencing system). It has long been
known that if you know the names of
both partners, then by matching the
reference numbers of each, a high
expectancy of success can be expected
when ordering the certificate.

Prohibitively expensive

For the one-namer in particular,
however, ordering certificates at the
(current) price of £6.50 a time can
prove prohibitively expensive. For my
own one-name study of the Millington
surname, purchasing all of the marri-
age certificates just up to 1912 (after
which it is possible to determine the
spouse’s name from the index) would
cost me something in the order of
£35,000!

But using techniques outlined below,
| have managed to locate some 3,407
of the 5,407 marriages involving the
Millington name recorded up to the
end of 1912.

With increasing numbers of marri-
age registers deposited in local record
offices, it has become possible to track
down marriages in the local records

without going to the expense of pur-
chasing a certificate.

Using the index entries gathered
from the GRO can cut down quite con-
siderably on the amount of searching
that one has to do for individual
entries. For example, if there is a marri-
age in Wolverhampton Registration
District in 1855 and the next in the
same district is not until 1858 (setting
aside the problem of incorrect indexing
at the GRO), then | wouldn’t search any
Wolverhampton church for the years
1856 and 1857, saving a considerable
amount of time.

Census indexes

The use of the many census indexes
that have been produced (particularly
for 1881, but increasingly for other
censuses, notably 1851 and, to a lesser
extent, 1891) also enables the location
of parties to a marriage to be traced
and local parish registers profitably
searched.

The biggest problem to date has
been identifying the coverage of
individual districts. These are not static
and new districts were introduced over
the years. Researchers are helped by
the fact that the censuses held from
1851 to 1951 were based on registra-
tion districts; thus, knowing what
district a family were enumerated
under also suggests the district any
events at the local church would pro-
bably have been indexed under. The
FRC has excellent catalogues of the
coverage of each district at the time of
each census.

A number of guides have been pro-
duced over the years that enable the
researcher to locate a particular place
as being within a registration district.
In particular, | would highlight Brett
Langston’s work on behalf of the Fam-
ily History Society of Cheshire!, which
describes the civil parishes making up
each of the Registration Districts of
England and Wales, and Cliff Webb's
excellent series on research in Victorian
and Edwardian London, which lists all
of the Anglican churches within each of
the London registration districts 2.
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Another source to be noted is the online record
of births and marriages (with deaths to follow) for
Cheshire and the Wirral local authorities3 that,
although based on local registrars’ indexes, enables
the researcher to identify the partner and location
of a marriage. It is to be hoped that other local
authorities follow this enlightened example.

Other sources that | have used for tracing marri-

pleted).
allocated to a
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REGISTRATION DISTRICTS IN OXFORDSHIRE

The list below shows the composition of the cvil registration districts in Oxfordshire between 1st
July 1837 and 31st March 1930. The same districts were used to compile the census returns for the
years 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881 and 1891

Tp: Use your browser's find faclity to search for a particular place-name

e Abingdon
e Banbury
o Bicester

o Brackley

o Bradheld

o Buckingham |

é] Doee
A WEB page listing the parishes making up each Registration District
in every county (Family History Society of Cheshire)

Addersbury:

O Intemet 20ne

age entries include notices placed in The Times
newspaper and discharge papers for Army personnel
deposited at the Public Record Office at Kew.

starting on a new odd-numbered page (regardless
of whether the previous even page has been com-
Up until

1851, four marriages were
page. Afterwards the number was

reduced to two (although in some districts the
change appears to have occurred later as the old
forms were slowly used up). Thus, there can be up to
eight names with the same reference up to 1851

and up to four names thereafter.

Registers from Anglican churches
are placed in alphabetical parish
order. Churches sharing the same
location are usually in the order of
their dedication. Thus, consider a
fictitious example of the Registra-
tion District of Nonesuch, containing
the parishes of Addersbury, Bore-
ham, Chudington, Dewsham, Elston
and Flume. Elston is a very small
parish and only occasionally cele-
brates marriages. Chudington and
Flume are relatively large parishes
and have several marriages per
quarter.

Marriages order

Assuming that the previous district
finished in Volume 12a at page 197,
then the marriages for Nonesuch
will be ordered as follows:
199.

Boreham: 201, 202.
Chudington:

203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208.

Dewsham: 209.

How GRO indexes were put together

Whilst searching churches in known locations for
the marriages you are seeking will reveal a good
proportion of them, another source up until recently
has remained unused — the GRO indexes themselves.
Each marriage reference in the indexes contains a
volume and a page reference. How can the
researcher use these to trace marriages? Under-
standing how the indexes are put together can help
the researcher trace these more difficult entries. A
recent book on the marriage indexes by Michael
Foster4, covering the period from 1837 to 1899, has
shed light on their construction.

For a particular quarter and registration district,
the original GRO volumes, held in the vaults of the
Office for National Statistics at Smedley Hydro,
Southport, are arranged with the marriages at
Anglican churches first, followed by those cele-
brated by Jews and Quakers and finally those held
by the District Registrar>. This includes registry office
weddings, as well as those celebrated by the Roman
Catholics and at nonconformist chapelsé. From these
volumes, the indexes that we see in the public
search rooms at the FRC are constructed.

In the Southport records, the volumes are organ-
ised with each separate institution’s entries
allocated a new page number, with each institution

Flume: 211, 212, 213.

Quaker marriages: 215.

Registrar marriages: 217, 218, 219, 220.

Elston is not allocated any pages, since no marri-
ages were celebrated in the quarter.

The indexes at the FRC are then arranged in
surname order,
to a marriage stated according to the scheme shown
above. One consequence of this indexing scheme is
that for any collection of page references, odd
numbers should outnumber those that are even.
Page numbers that are even are more likely to have
taken place at more populous locations. In my
Millington One-Name Study the ratio is 60:40 in
favour of the odds. Analysis of the references for
the Bunting and Tuley/Tooley/Tully one-name studies
have shown similar ratios, showing that it is not a
particular feature of my study.

A number of caveats should be made about this
indexing scheme. Michael Foster makes the critical
point that around 10% of entries have been mis-
indexed in some way. For example, three Millington
marriages in 1856, 1862, and 1906 that were not
indexed under the Millington name have come to
light. A second, and perhaps more serious, point is
that some entries
indexed) in the wrong quarter, thus misleading the

with the page number for a partner

have been submitted (and
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researcher when doing a highly specific search of
parish registers. It is difficult to establish what
proportion of entries suffers in this way.

Where a district is largely made up of rural
parishes, it is relatively easy to determine the order-
ing of the Anglican churches in the index. In more
urban parishes, the ordering may be more difficult
to discern. For example, one might consider all the
churches in Islington district as being “Islington”,
but a study of the entries in the registers show some
as being Canonbury, whilst others are considered
Highbury, Holloway, etc. In at least one case, | have
seen the order of the two ancient Liverpool
churches of St. Peter and St. Nicholas swapped
around in the indexes in different quarters.

One other caveat to offer is for registration
districts that straddle county boundaries. It is not yet
clear whether there is a single alphabetical ordering
across the whole set of parishes, or whether there is
a separate list for each county covered by the
district. Further research in this area may clarify the
situation or confirm that it was done in different
ways in different places.

Method 1: Interpolating page numbers

Having understood how the indexes are put
together, it is possible to use this information to
locate marriages from the indexes. | have used this
technique to locate marriages in Birmingham,
Hampshire, and Oxfordshire, although | should
stress it is significantly slower than using a search
based on knowledge of where families were living.
The technique also requires simultaneous access to
the GRO indexes, as well as knowing the reference
of the marriage being investigated.

An example for Oxfordshire, which | researched
at the Society of Genealogists library, illustrates the
principle. The library has a good collection of trans-
cribed parish registers published by the Oxfordshire
Family History Society. | was searching for a marri-

‘Chelhua Births Marriages & Deaths - Microsolt Intemnet Explorer

age of Bryan Worsley Millington who married in the
district of Banbury in the December Quarter of 1892.
The GRO reference is Volume 3a, page 1611.

Banbury, according to Brett Langston’s website, is
made up of 37 civil parishes running, in alphabetical
order, from Alkerton to Wroxton. Picking parishes
from the beginning, middle and end of the
alphabet, we find the following:

Parish Partners Reference

Banbury Harry Godfrey & 3a-1601

St Mary Florence Annie Skelcher

Milcombe  Edwin Woodfield & 3a-1627
Elizabeth Mattaks Phelps

Wroxton Thomas Henry Rowland 3a-1647

& Cora Mabel Pearson

The references suggest that my Millington marri-
age took place, alphabetically speaking, between
Banbury and Milcombe. A further marriage at
Hanwell with reference 3a-1621 narrowed my search
still further. Finally the marriage was located at
Bodicote, where it was celebrated on October 4
1892. If the reference numbers of the entry sought
are greater than those from parishes at the end of
the alphabet, then the researcher might conclude
that the entry sought is in the registrar’s register
and is not worth searching for.

Method 2: Using FreeBMD

A second technique is to make use of the data
published online by FreeBMD?. FreeBMD is an
ambitious programme to transcribe and place online
all of the birth, marriage, and death indexes for the
19th century. FreeBMD has some 10 million records
at the time of writing, two-thirds of which are
marriage records. Searching FreeBMD, it is possible
to obtain the list of all marriages for a registration
district in a particular quarter. It used to be possible
to have the entries automatically placed in order of
the page reference. Although this fea-
ture appears to have been removed, it
is still possible to do this manually.

Placing the entries in page numerical

Cheshire County Counci

* Metropolitan
Borough of Wirral

Wirral Metropol itan Borough awvil registration in 1837

Internet

Fle Edt View Favoies JTooks Hep -
AL 9 HD.A | A 3|5 & .
Back Stop  Refresh  Home Seach Favontes Mistory Mal Pont Edt
agaress retheebmd org uk ] @60
CHESHIRE | Cheshire
COUNTY COUNCIL e e — e —

Cheshire Births, Marriages and Deaths on the Internet

The Register Offices in the county of Cheshire, England, hold
records of local births, marnages and deaths back to the start of

The registration services of Cheshire County Council and Wirral
Metropolitan Borough are collaborating with The Family History
Society of Cheshire and South Cheshire Family History Society to
make the indexes 1o these records freely accessible via the

Please note that the mdexes are not yet compfete for all years and  +

2| order enables the researcher to identify
marriages that took place at more

D popular churches, a feature that is not
' available simply by considering your
single entry in isolation.

Thus, for example, | was searching for
_I| the marriage of Robert Millington in
the December Quarter of 1841 in the
district of Grantham. There were no
Millingtons in the district in the 1851
census and Robert was not found any-
where else. Placing the entries for the
quarter in numeric order revealed that
| »| only one church appeared to complete

A1 8

© Intemel zone

more than one page and logic sug-

THE excellent website CheshireBMD for births, marriages and
deaths in Cheshire and the Metropolitan Borough of Wirral.

gested that it had to be the principal
church in the district, i.e. Grantham

8
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itself — as turned out to be the case, Robert Milling-
ton married Elizabeth Harding on November 7 1841
at St Wulfram'’s Church.

Although there is not a foolproof method of
determining the last entry for a district in any
quarter, FreeBMD also provides a reverse lookup
facility® that identifies the range of page references
for a particular district. Coverage is patchy at
present but will improve.

The techniques | have outlined above are neces-
sarily slow and painful. The researcher with
simultaneous access to parish registers and the GRO
indexes searches a register, finds the references in
the GRO index and then uses that to identify the
next register to search and so on - hopefully, even-
tually leading to success. One might suggest a
number of strategies for selecting registers to
search, for example starting with the most populous
parish. Another approach is to start in the middle,
alphabetically speaking — the results of that search
will reveal whether to proceed higher up or lower
down the list of parishes for the district.

Each marriage reference for which | have the
details of the marriage | refer to as a reference
point. If | have a second marriage in the same
district in the same quarter, then the first marriage
may give an indication as to where the second
marriage was celebrated. This technique could be
improved by access to a greater range of reference
points than can normally be provided for by a single
one-namer. If the researcher has access to a body of
reference data — GRO references marked with the
institution at which the event took place - then
marriages may be traced more quickly.

One more example illustrates the point. The
marriage of Jeptena Elizabeth Millington is indexed
in the Rochford district in the December Quarter of
1858 with reference Volume 4a, page 323. | noticed
using FreeBMD that the page reference was shared
by Thomas Lambert Pledger and that Pledger is a
Guild-registered name. | wrote to member Peter
Pledger, who has registered the name, to enquire if
he knew where his Pledger marriage took place —
since even if Thomas Pledger hadn’t married Miss
Millington, it would identify where the marriage
took place. In this case, Thomas Pledger did indeed
marry Jeptena Millington at Prittlewell on October
11 1858, but it need not have been the case.

Guild reference point database

A substantial body of reference points would be
required to support the use of such technigues.
There were over 650 Registration Districts in the
19th and early 20th centuries, with each of 302
guarters indexed separately up to the end of 1912.
Thus, nearly 200,000 marriages would be required to
provide a single marriage in each Registration
District in each indexed quarter — even so, that
amounts to an input of just over 100 marriages per
Guild member. Ideally, many reference points for
each district in each quarter would be desired.

Nevertheless, there is the possibility of bringing
together a large body of data held by members of
the Guild in a single database that could be of
benefit to all members. Such a database could be
placed on the Guild website for exclusive access to
Guild members, as well as postal searches.

A project for the Millennium?

An index containing marriage references from
the GRO for the period 1837 to 1912 would be
relatively easy to construct. Each reference would
contain the forenames, surname, district, volume,
and page. References would be augmented by the
date, place and spouse where known. Use of a
common transferable electronic format such as
Comma Separated Variable (CSV) would enable data
to be submitted by many members. A data manager
would ensure that data was translated into a com-
mon representation (such as for the name of the
district), thus minimising the load for individual
members. Experiments with the data from a number
of Guild members have shown that this is feasible. If
there is sufficient interest for such a scheme (and for
it to work, it requires a significant number of
entries) | am willing to create such an index.

I believe a Guild Marriage Index based on the
principles outlined above would benefit members
as a whole in the new Millennium. This benefit
would be significantly over and above that pro-
vided by the current Marriage Index, and would
more than repay the effort involved. O
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Marriage by certificate
and Notice of Intent
By David Hawgood

HIS article describes an aspect of civil regis-

tration in England and Wales omitted from

many genealogy textbooks. The normal

course of marriage in a non-conformist
church or register office starts with a visit to the
register office to give “Notice of Intent to Marry”.
This is entered in a book and a copy is displayed on
a public notice board. After three weeks the Super-
intendent Registrar issues a certificate, valid for
three months. The couple give the certificate to the
minister or registrar who marries them.

What happens to that certificate giving permis-
sion to marry and what happens to the marriage
notice book? I believe that the certificates are not
kept in any uniform way — often not kept at all, in
fact. A few marriage notice books are in record
offices or libraries. | know of them for six registra-
tion districts in Wiltshire and one in Sussex. The
current book in a register office is available for
public inspection, but there may be a new bhook
every few months. When | enquired at Ealing Regis-
ter Office, | was told they had books of Notices of
Intent to Marry back to the 1940s. Access to the
books were be at the discretion of the registrar and
one would only be allowed to look at details of one
particular marriage notice. Books for Ealing before
the 1940s were pulped during World War .

if | had started by looking under “Family Law” in
a 1950 Chambers Encyclopedia and “Marriage” in a
1912 Encyclopedia Brittanica on my shelves, rather
than in genealogy textbooks, | would have obtained
the gist of the procedure more easily. | will use these
to describe the procedure in obtaining a marriage
licence from a register office.

The details are entered in a separate book of
Notices of Intent to Marry, not available for inspec-
tion. The notice is not displayed publicly. After one
day the Superintendent Registrar can issue a marri-
age licence, together with a certificate. Differences
in requirements between “marriage by certificate”
and “marriage by licence” include required length
of local residence, declaration made, whether notice
is needed in both the groom’s and the bride’s
registration district, and fees.

Much of the information | accumulated on this
subject came from e-mail lists. When | first noticed
the “marriage by certificate” and didn‘t know what
certificate was referred to, | asked on the Guild
forum. | didn't know whether the “certificate”
applied to the church, the minister or the particular
marriage, but Guild members gave me the answer
within 24 hours.

Two months later there was a question on the
subject on the Wiltshire Emigrants e-mail list. |

replied with my new-found knowledge and said |
had never heard of them being indexed or pub-
lished. Tony Woodward, another Guild member,
replied that some have been filmed and are avail-
able in Salt Lake City. The example he gave was for
Calne in Wiltshire (details below). A different ques-
tion on the Wiltshire list led me to discover that the
National Index of Parish Registers for Wiitshire
includes the few that are in the Wiltshire and
Swindon Record Office. A question on the Society of
Genealogists list led me to phone Ealing Register
Office and find they have books back to the 1940s.

Notice books

The following notice books for Wiltshire Registra-
tion Districts are in Wiltshire and Swindon Record
Office, and all are on film 1239284 in the Family
History Library of the LDS Church, so it can be
obtained for viewing at any Family History Centre:

1838-1882, Bradford

1837-1903, Calne

1837-1878, Devizes

1838-1911, Marlborough

1837-1904, Melksham

1837-1921, Westbury

An example of the name given as author is
“Great Britain. Superintendent Registrar (District of
Calne)”. | searched the LDS Family History Library
Catalog to look for other Superintendent Registrars,
but only those six appeared. There may be others in
record offices. If you encounter one, let me know.

Notices of Marriage 1837-1879 for Hastings,
Sussex, are in Hastings Museum. These have been
indexed, and published on microfiche by PBN Publi-
cations of 22 Abbey Road, Eastbourne BN20 8TE.

All the above discussion is about notices to marry
and licences from register offices. The system for
obtaining marriage licences to marry in the estab-
lished church continues and records are deposited in
diocesan record offices, such as Lambeth Palace
library. To show that they do continue into the 20th
century, here are a couple of examples from the LDS
Family History Library Catalog:

Marriage and general licence registers for the
Diocese of Canterbury 1586-1924 (15 reels of micro-
film) from the Cathedral Archives at Canterbury.

Marriage allegations for Great Britain 1632-1944
(232 reels of microfilm) from Lambeth Palace

The above are intended to show that ecclesiasti-
cal marriage licences and their records still continue,
so ask at the appropriate Diocesan Record Office
(usually the County Record Office) for information
about them. For information about the civil “Notices
of Intent to Marry” ask at the register office. O

DAVID HAWGOOD
Member 193

26 Cloister Road

Acton

London W3 0DE
hawgood@one-name.org
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By Chris Pomery

THE article “Genealogy and Genetics” in the April
Journal, by Dr. Diane Brook, attracted a good deal
of interest amongst Guild members. In this article,
the author describes how the relatively new
science of DNA testing has practical applications
for members of one-name groups.

HE Pomeroy DNA Project is the most com-

prehensive DNA-based analysis done to

date in the UK - and possibly the world -

on a one-name group. The results have
redirected our documentary family tree research,
while confirming the multiple West Country origins
of the surname, now shared by people called
Pomeroy, Pomroy and Pomery.

While every one-namer may wonder whether
their name stems from a single ancestor, as a result
of DNA tests the Pomeroy group know for certain
that ours does not. The 850-950 British-based adult
men with the names Pomeroy, Pomroy and Pomery
probably belong to one of at least seven major,
different, male ancestral groups that pre-date any
form of documentary evidence.

The key DNA test for family historians analyses
the Y-chromosome that is carried in the nuclear DNA
of every living man. His DNA resembles that of his
father and his paternal grandfather and is shared
with male cousins of any degree who have the same
male ancestor. There are two types of analysis used
to distinguish and describe individual males’ DNA:
first, to identify the broad haplogroup they belong
to, and second, to label the specific haplotype they
and their genetic relatives belong to.

Collectively, the sequence revealed by the haplo-
group and haplotype analysis reveals a “DNA
signature” that can be used to distinguish one male-

DNA testing — a valuable new
tool for one-namers

to-male lineage from another. Every male human
belongs to one of perhaps 50 haplogroups identi-
fied in the world population, one of which is found
in around half of all European men. All 51 POMS
tested under the Pomeroy Project belonged to one
of the two most common haplogroups found in the
UK.

Other parts of the Y-chromosome are, however,
subject to more, though tiny, mutations over time.
An analysis of the microsatellite regions of the Y-
chromosome reveals a clear set of markers described
as a haplotype.

How project was organised

Like others, our one-name group has extracted
accessible documentary records from many types of
sources, including almost 14,000 post-1837 BMD
records. These have been matched up into families
in a computer database containing just over 8,500
people.

To run the DNA project, we had to make a special
effort to identify living but unrelated family mem-
bers. Using the electoral roll, we cross-referenced
individuals and families against the trees built up in
our database before contacting almost 100 adult
men to see if they wanted to participate. A total of
66 between whom no family tree links could be
identified agreed to take part: DNA samples were
successfully analysed from 51 of them, while the
remaining 15 tests either did not reveal a result or
samples were not returned.

Despite checking to ensure that the testees had
no visible links to each other, we found that only 21
of the 51 samples had a unique DNA signature. The
other 30 testees all had at least one other match;
indeed, seven of them had the same haplotype.
Even after rechecking our documentary files, we still
have no idea how any of the

Haplogroup

individuals who clearly are
linked by their DNA actually

A sequence of numbers derived from a PCR analysis of multiple biallelic
regions of Y-chromosome DNA that identify membership of one of a very
small number of haplogroups in the total human population.

Haplotype

A sequence of numbers derived from a PCR analysis of multiple micro-
satellite regions. A difference in one number in the sequence between
two samples is described as a single-step difference. This can either be as
a result of a mutation from a common DNA root or because the two
samples are unrelated.

Phylogenetic Network Chart

A graphical representation of the stepped links, and potential mutations,
between different haplotypes within a common haplogroup (See chart
on page 12).

relate to each other.

This is the first major benefit
for our group: the DNA results
have drawn 30 individuals into
nine groups ranging between
two and seven testees each
that we can now try to link
and “prove” via documentary
means.

The Pomeroys are of West
Country origin and 16th cen-
tury records exist in the
counties of Cornwall, Devon
and Dorset, as well as in
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London. Studies of the 19th century censuses show
that the greatest dispersal of Pomeroys away from
their West Country roots occurred in the 1870s. In
the 1881 census, 49 per cent of Pomeroy heads of
households born in Cornwall were enumerated out
of the county, and the total number of those enum-
erated in Cornwall fell to 177 from 259 a decade
before.

The modern distribution across the UK is, as one
would expect, very much more diverse. The 51
testees have addresses in 24 different counties in
England and Wales. Only three live in Cornwall,
three in Dorset and six in Devon, collectively fewer
than a quarter of all testees. Linking each of them
to the oldest member of their researched family
trees, we found that they have known identified
origins in 15 counties. Five of the testees’ known
origins are outside the UK, in lreland, USA and
Canada. According to documentary evidence, the
families of 13 of the 51 appear to originate from
Devon, nine from Cornwall and three from Dorset,
these three counties accounting for almost half of
all testees’ origins.

Surname spellings

The DNA results consolidated 27 of the testees
into seven groups based on their DNA signatures.
One can broadly say that these represent ancestral
groups that pre-date both documentary evidence
and the beginning of surnames in the UK. Three of
these ancestral groups link back to Cornwall and
two each to Devon and Dorset. The remaining 24
ofthe 51 testees fall into smaller and younger
groups that probably stem from newer genetic
material that has become associated with the
Pomeroy name, primarily through illegitimacy or the
rules of inheritance that lead men marrying into the
family to take the Pomeroy name.

Apparent variant spellings of Pomeroy, like
Pomroy and Pomery, can confuse researchers into
looking in the wrong place for documentary links.

The largest group of identical DNA signatures
includes testees with all three surnames, proof that
the different variant spellings arose from the same
genetic material. Three of the nine multi-testee
haplotypes identified have more than one surname
among those tested. These three are all Cornish-
origin families and, in fact, all the modern Cornish-
origin families linked to more than one testee have
more than one surname in them.

Focusing on the smallest surname sub-group, the
four Pomery testees probably link back to just two
of the ancestral groups, both of them in Cornwall.
This is interesting, as Pomery is the most common
spelling found in early Cornish documents of the
three surname variants that survive today. In the
1881 census there were no fewer than 19 different
spellings of the surname, of which only 13 per cent
were the preferred Pomery. Today, Pomery accounts
for only about eight per cent of all POM men in
Britain.

What DNA cannot tell us

The DNA tests have revealed a wide range of
previously unknown connections between families
that we can now try to “prove” by documentary
means. It has also forced us to rethink some assump-
tions about the development of variant surnames
and on the pre-documentable origins of our names.

These are the positive points. DNA testing is,
however, not able to prove everything one might
wish, and has left us with a whole set of new and
difficult questions. It's important to distinguish
between issues that DNA tests can never solve and
ones which it may in future be able to illuminate.

The interpretation of the DNA results comes from
two directions: an analysis of the DNA signatures as
found, and the comparison with a control group
representing the general population. If two people
have the same DNA signature it is likely, based
purely on the DNA evidence, that they share a
common male ancestor. The odds of this being true
are greatly increased

AY

sy,

fretand

- Wiltshire & Dorset

HAPLOGROUP 1: Year
of oldest POM per
haplotype (4th
quarter 2000). Each
node in the chartis a
unique haplotype

if they share the
same surname and
have the same oral
tradition about their
origins. But even
together this is not
and the space proof positive. DNA
between aq’jacent haplotype  analysis
nodes is a single-step | 4oes not “prove”
difference. The POMs links; it only demon-

in Haplogroup 1/ink | trates a degree of

to four major
ancestral groups, two
in Cornwall and one
each in Dorset and
Devon. For a full
description of how
the charts can be
interpreted, see our
website.

probability.

One can be more
certain of a muta-
tional link if the
incidence of a DNA
signature is more
common within the
surname than in a
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wider control population. This was a feature of the
seven ancestral groups we identified. Our test
control group of 1,084 people represented roughly
one in 60,000 of the mainland UK population. The
composition of the control group is important. At
the moment Y-chromosome DNA testing for histori-
cal purposes is so new that there simply isn't a large
database of UK-origin haplotypes from which to
create a strong control group. Ideaily we would
want a control set based on West Country names,
but it will be several years before regional control
datasets may appear.

While the results confirmed our belief that the
family has West Country origins, it is possible that
this conclusion is biased, as our documentary
research is strong in the counties of Cornwall, Devon
& Dorset and weak in other areas such as London
and Wiltshire. On the other hand, the known fam-
ilies of the 51 testees have 291 living adult male
members in them, roughly 30% of the total alive in
the UK, so it is unlikely that a major haplotype was
not discovered during the tests. It is possible,
however, that if more individuals had been asked to
test, then the overall picture of the distribution of
the haplotypes would be different and that some of
the smaller haplotypes, where just a single testee
was found, could turn out to be more significant.

We also built our DNA project around the
assumption that the individual tested was carrying
the actual DNA signature of his entire historical
family. However, we can assume that in a certain
percentage of cases this would not be true, due to a
more recent non-paternity event. In a test sample as
wide as ours, a few such cases would not make a
vast difference to the results, but it would be wise
to test another member of the largest documented
families, some of which go back 13 generations, to
identify which these are.

There are some scientific questions, too. Results
from Y-chromosome tests are still being built up,
and there are a number of testing variables whose
probabilities have not yet been established. The
most powerful of the latter is that the mutation rate
is different for each microsatellite area being tested
to identify the haplotype or DNA signature. None of
these rates are yet conclusively known. Calculations
about mutation rates are currently made based on
an average rate, and clearly if — as in other studies
based upon random samples of the same surname -
this figure is fed back into the interpretative anal-
ysis, then it could cause errors. There are also no
figures about how common a double-step mutation
occurs. All DNA analysis is based upon the assump-
tion that only single-step mutations occur.

It is important to remember that DNA testing
reveals details about genetic lineages which are not
necessarily identical to the information that family
historians summarise as family trees. There are rule-
of-thumb estimates of the likelihood of a direct
male-to-male transmission of DNA being interrupted
between generations for reasons other than DNA

mutation, but these vary from around 1.3% to
almost 14% per generation. The reasons for such
breaks are not simply what DNA test reports
euphemistically describe as a “non-paternity event”
(i.e. where the tree father is not the lineage father),
but also a host of reasons familiar to family
historians that explain how and why new male DNA
enters a surname’s history.

These include: a man marrying a female Pomeroy
and adopting her name upon marriage (perhaps to
secure an inheritance or as a conscious decision);
when children born within another marriage adopt
their Pomeroy stepfather’s surname on their
mother’s re-marriage and thus switch surname;
when a family adopts a male child who takes their
surname; when an immigrant adopts an English-
sounding surname on his arrival; when the pur-
chaser of property adopts the surname of the seller
when buying an important estate.

Finally, some new blood can come into an estab-
lished surname through a misspelling at some point.
The Pomeroy project avoided the problem of calcu-
lating a “non-paternity” rate, as our test was based
on a non-random sample, but it remains a major
issue for random-based studies.

The lack of empirical comparative data leads us to
be cautious on almost any interpretation of non-
identical DNA signatures. However, we found two
major Cornish-origin families dating back to the
early 17th century that are a single mutation apart.
We are now working on the assumption that this is
a single family, though the mutation that separated
these two haplotypes may have occurred well
before any documentary evidence we could ever
find. Without comparative data from other surname
tests, we are still working intuitively and assuming,
rather than comparing and contrasting.

Conclusions for one-namers

Whilst setting up and interpreting the results of
the DNA tests I've moved from being slightly scepti-
cal to a firm advocate. Looking at the phylogenetic
charts produced by our results, | realised that | was
the first person ever to see a surname’s history laid
out in such detail. Once a wide body of results has
been built up that resolves some of the issues about
control groups and standard mutation rates noted
above, Y-chromosome analysis will be an immensely
valuable tool for one-namers.

Until now family historians have relied on two
main tools: oral tradition and documentary records.
DNA testing is now our third tool. It won’t replace
our traditional reliance on documentary evidence,
for the simple reason that the output that most
people want from their family studies is a family
tree, complete with all the names and links marked
in. But it does make it much easier to create those
trees by telling us where to look for documentary
evidence.

It will be of much more interest to one-namers
than individual family historians for some time for
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two main reasons. Firstly, one-namers are focused
on analysing their entire surname set, not just
unravelling a particular family tree, and the DNA
test results are primarily comparative ones. Secondly,
the cost of running a test programme is still high, so
| see one-namers organising tests for their name,
rather than individuals rushing forward to get
themseives and their nearest relatives tested.
Looking long-term, one might foresee publicly-
accessible databases of haplotypes that could be
arranged by surname and origin. Providing that as a
society we can accept the data protection impli-
cations (though individual identities need not —
and surely should not — be linked to specific DNA

signatures) this might be availabie within five or 20 .

years. DNA testing itself could weil become a readily
availabie low-cost commodity, not a luxury. By then
it would have entered the mainstream of history
and family history studies.

Next steps for Pomeroy group

The DNA results we now have for the Pomeroy
family in Britain have created a matrix into which
we can fit other male Pomeroys, including those
abroad, who wish to find out to whom, if anyone, in
the wider family they may be ultimately related. The
next stage will, | hope, be to widen the number of
people tested from the UK, with a further stage to
invite those living in the former dominions to test.
This opens up the possibility of linking Pomeroys in,
say, Australia and the USA to a particular Dorset-
origin family, or some in Canada & New Zealand to a
particular Cornish-origin family.

Even without further tests, the current set of DNA
results will become more focused and useful as more
documentary evidence accumulates, primarily
online. There are 798 known adult UK-based males
in our one-name group, and every time a new
electoral roll comes out we identify a few more. The
1901 census will be invaluable in linking the many
families identified in the 1881 census to those linked
from the post-1911 births and marriages from the
Family Records Centre. Every new piece of documen-
tary data makes the database denser and reduces
the number of unlinked families and groups. The
statistics from the database feed directly into the
matrix of the DNA results and will rearrange the
relative importance of the individual haplotypes. We
will also, | hope, find the documentary proof for
some of the new DNA signature links!

Norman knight

The key conclusion from the DNA testing pro-
gramme is that the results- will direct our
documentary research long into the future, as new
documentary evidence will bring the DNA matrix
into sharper focus. The two tools are fully comple-
mentary — there is no escape from the rigours of
documentary analysis!

Underlying the Pomeroy study was an old con-
undrum: could we be related to the Norman knight

Ralf de la Pommeraye, on whom William the Con-
queror settled 59 manors in the West Country? The
documentary evidence suggests that there is a link
all the way through from Ralf's birth somewhere
around the year 1030 and the modern descendents
of the Harberton peerage family. Would, we wond-
ered, anyone turn out to be related to a modern
member of that family?

While we only tested one member of this ancient
family and no one else tested had an identical DNA
signature, six others were found to be within three
mutations. Based upon other one-name tests, the
rule of thumb is that a one-step mutation is a
possible link, a two-step remains feasible while a
three-step mutation is unlikely to be linked. But
perhaps in such an old family, one that pre-dates
surname formation by several centuries and half of
whose history pre-dates normal documentary
evidence, these six could be linked?

Reviewing the results, | remembered that one
person of the 100-odd | had telephoned six months
before had mentioned that tradition had it that his
family linked back to the Norman family, specifically
to the branch that once owned St Michael's Mount
near Penzance.

I normally treat oral tradition with a pinch of salt
- but sure enough, there in the notes of one of the
six was the note of this conversation that | had
made. It's too early to say that the DNA has proved
that family’s story, but I can say that we are now
taking it very seriously! O

* The grant-funded Pomeroy DNA tests were
performed by the University of Oxford’s Department
of Immunology under Professor Bryan Sykes FRS.
Chris Pomery is researching the Pomeroy name in a
one-name study led by Tony Pomeroy in Dorchester.

Chris can be contacted directly on pomery@one-
name.org or by post (unfortunately, potentially with
considerable delay at present) via 37 Mayes Close,
Warlingham, CR6 9LB, Surrey, UK.

Some useful web pages

How DNA tests are done:”
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/genetics.htmi

The Pomeroy DNA results:
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~allpoms/
geneticsportal.htm

Commercial DNA testing service in Oxford:
http://www.oxfordancestors.com/faq.html
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