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From the 
Editor's 

E N M m .  h d y  & Wt - Journal desk 
of One-Name Studies r with ~ i f l w u s  

. My ddkaknvy ddlm 
~.-Thefoculyofmak- 

CONTENTS w7 3 JUI~ 2000 
by act.--..t' And. surely, there can be 
few pastimes with which the word b 
more aurpidourly and appmpnate 

6 Manorial records help trace a mxhe!r and mapmaker 
Iv 

than qcnedopy and family 
Peter Alefounder d e b  in the manorial m r t F  

8 coVERSrORY-Thebets t~ i~~ forom~nrer r  
- - .mu! of the Journal I bring 

JeaneBaptiste Piggin amducts a ounrey of ~ n g ~ ~  

family h i  programs and databases 
a w ~ w n y n t f a n d  my ourn oncname 
study - well surely an eator is per- 

11 US m birthday data aids a one-name stu ly  rniWcd to be d indulgent owasbnally 
Peter Fiield Welb finds a n o 4  online source and about himrcM  he ather b 

12 An evil witch's murdsr v i d m  and my ONS offered by our Hatfonkhirr regional 

Roy Stockdill tells a tragic tale from Yorkhire r e p , ~ ~ w h o h a d a n i n t r r -  

14 Serendipity, Guild Seminar and a family home e s t i n g o l p e r k n c c o f ~ a t t h e  
Guim Landon Srmi i r  in Fdnuiuy. 

Barbara Harvey on an unusual coincidence \1Sttuallv all familv hktarbns armi- 
ewe #rc;ldipity at - k e  time in iheir 
~ I h a v e h a d s o m a n y  

Librarian's report From the Regiiar 

I 
instnas of it I coddn't redl them all. 

Excellent entry and high standard for 
How to dacribe and acplain it, exactly? 

I regard it as a ambhtkm 
Guild's first one-name journals award ofmi mrandwhatlcanontyput 
2000 Conference and AGM is judged a winner 
On the Forum -a digest of the online mailing l ist Fanily hbtodam are like good 
Seminars report Elizabeth Simpsol 

- 
lard success dete+- and good pumalii in that 

they I a 'nose' for these things. Family reunion 'imasiom' of Normi I and Canada .- -- mt withwt 
Smallpox records sought Fortt t is our constant vach for new data 

and t", our passion aeeuracy, 
that d..., us on to fenrt ,. the facts. 

From the E d i i  desk 
Chairman's Notes 
The Mary Rumsey Cdumn Seem Notes I SomemightsayitkpredPclythe 

factthatwetendtopurarsomany 
enquiries, putting out 'feelersfrdm in so 
many different dimcths, that causes 

Treasurer's Notes Isemmhmw . . -acascofmakingyow 
Reuiewx Roundup of new genealogical publiions awn ludc ~ahrpa ~ t t t ~ l d a n r u l d  I nodOubtwguethatantheshcalnrv Lettem Your views on issues in the one-name world 

of - - of - - #. It's a Funny Old Genealogical World b w n d t o c a n w h o m t o ~ ~  

I 
the5 aKassrullv played 'hmdlesi 
whentharhasbeennokgiclllr#wn 
for going in a partiarbr dimdon I 
can't he@ thinking there3 a blt more 

t mankrs think. 0 
ROY m 1 u  



t 
Chairman's Notes 1 9y Alec Tritton 

tldnokOy-nd, 
U n t l m a m n U y  

I aitUn,,h.h',t.lmm 
nOwnnriwlth#th.P.naaa 1 Y . r . ~ ~ ~ ~  
mmy dwt In nmne awaded th i i ~ i n theFede r -  
md #rints whrt @dams aaionofFadyHbt#yS&etW 
lJOhtlhurkkrMUbfadly pratigiOUL E l i i  Simpson 
Iw#lwwh.nlll lQrrhow Awwd 

m t h r t n n o t h i n g i b t h o a  l twasako-atthe 
tMthy8rokobinpfd)  AGM that we set up in our 2lst 

QmnriwasfomwrtyMadras 
. aadlaterthiimekIshallmost 
i likely be visiting ~unbb. I Twe.. . y-first 

malv Bombay. *, thougl 
willkunliidytogetintothe 1 nwthdhdiawhereanunb. 

birthday 
: indi iuds fmm my own one- 

name shrdy lid and did during 
fund is set 

the l8thnd 19thcmh*ie* 
Thacbnthreernonthshrvc up to aid 

1 been 4 *19L with fr GUM publications ; always uppennort in my mind. 
Hkhad,Ifeel,oneofourmmt 
a~ars fu~  conferences and A- and one- 
ever, and kh T i i  must be 

for finding ur such name records 
an acelknt venw and putting 
Wgethm a great program of lec- 
turcr 

Same place next year 
In fact, swh was the outstand 

ing nature of the venue that m 
hanalrcadybookedatthesane 
venue and the same weekend for 
ne%tyear,andI ampromidthat 
the plumbing will have been - 
n p r d  by then! So if pu a n  
m k h  for a fruitful fwmabb 
lrkcd family hishy weekend 
nmaa friends and cdkwes 

i toApil120Oliny~lrdiirynarv. 
At the AGM. our paklcnt 

mranlr for the inaugurd Guild 
I publknions mrard. Thm is a 

fwther report elnwherc in thii 
i ra r ro f theJoum8l .~ tosay 
tMthcNnQrQofcntrywere 

; vayhighandevuyateshouldbe 
-lebEdforthcircffort+ 

InfacbsoshouklwrEditor, 
Roy Stockdill 8s our own 
O f a n t N a n w S ~ w a s  

I 

I 4  

year a 21st birthday fund The 
commincc has taken thii on 
board and. thanks to the gener- 
orir--'one-'-urmembm.m 
ha r m  P funds which 
nmmns ny I I U  to ammn4te 
to. 

The firs is a publidom fvld 
wNch in the first indancc will k 
usedtofundthebodcofour 
1881 krname Dislrikrtion prcb 
jecLThcnisakoaparingneed 
toupdateanumberofourown 
p u b l i i  and futhcr funding 
kneededinordcrtocampkae 
thiswork 

Unique 
TheGuildpmeseSwhatis 

pmbably the mmt unique colkc- 
tion of OnlHIamc p r b l i i  
ndmmktawranywhminthe 
world nd this is beaming a 
majar storage headacb. So the 
second fund is a premises fund. 

pmvia~~iclucrrpooitg 
thk Edkakn 

Thkfundvmuldbethcl 
k n f i c i u y f o r a w i n  
willifyouwishtohdpu 
your d b .r 8 Ul 
d l c c b j o n f o r ~ b o u r e a l  
maintain our Mant d k c  
ThcchangeintheColmrm 
dwityqiing laws lnrka i 
i ~ k a I t i m e t o ~ d e r a g 5  
kquat large or small. 

*akohmtwonewcon 
teemembets,asmllasanew 
Tnasum. Sandra Tuner has 
tdcencrverasTmwmndboth 
Ken Tdl and lahn Hasam have 
joined the committee. 

As I stated in my April notes 
thcnmcomrnitteemdedto 
make some hard dcabiaa 
regarding our fina~er You will 
~efromtheendosedinrerttha 
if it weren't for the a&itk af 
our baokstall, m would not hm 
made any nrplus for the yew. 

A t O W Z i r s t ~ i t m r a  
deddidthatneneedto comet+ 
d a a e o n a r a w e ~ 8 n d  
nuintaina@mmk/wmdas 
owfmwpubllkatkn 

Difficult choices 
The d i i k  choices left to us, 

and after taking into aaaunt the 
v icmof thoscnmnkr rv rho 
a#nkdtheAGM.mbnfmn 
January 2001 m will no 
besqJplyingtheFcderation 
~ & D i g e s t a s p a l t o f y o u r  
-wenrill.- 
make this an optional extra avail- 
abkto.IIataaxtofCI.50. 

l h e n e w ~ p n w r p  
~cnsurthatolYmcrnkrsvvho 
takeupthcOPQiMhmefhe 
mrguinepartrdtodwmonule 
date o f p d h t i m  RZlm --- 
beilgmFikcdwimdhehM 
r o m c ~ b * . O  



The Medieval records 
can be great and 

easy sources for a 
one-name study 

I 

A - w d u r  
-=-dwl- 
=fvnilyhba#ywl 
n w e r a w a a h . b d  

totheMIddleAgr*itiaacont 
pblJyduhnntcnaaarvilhw 
~ s a l d i e % w s r r b o L -  
ingformylakraw* toou 

n m d s ~ p N W i d O 8 ~ n d  
-y-*=-dbndpr- 
d o n ' t n w d t o h r  
d lath. 

Thacsourasareprirrted 
catalogues in Englii which a n  
usually indexed under 
names and place  ma. They 
may kfaud in brpcrtibrarics 
.iinrsity libraries and the PRO. 

: *ny relate to the businas of 
cenwal pav~mmmt and may 
-kyondthe-Agcr 
to nwwe recent times. The major- 
ityancovned bythciktbdouv. 

Catalogue 
Ona you have a catalogue. 

usetheindextosearchforthe 
name. F.xpect to find variants - 
and as -.-we ate nunerous 
volumes, don't faqei note 
e d l  volune search-, enn 
though that search may haw? 
beennegatk. 

The mordscan ivided into 
#QC 

taria lam financialthe - 
By Jim lsard 

I nmynotesfarthc 
Journal I reminded evuy- 
antolettheGuildkr#w 
when they change their ISR 

WAl,quiteafewofyoudii 
But th l r in twnmatedafew 

pmbkmr for me. My -putEI 
dcdded to go on the blink rd, 
asaresukofamix-upwithmy 

Exchcquer;andiubdoLCaubd 
law. --- 
Rdk 1199-1516 Patt%lt Rdb 
1201-lseo; Oose Rdk 
120&1#)3; Liberate Rdb 
1-1436; Fine Rdk begin '.. 
1199. but continuous from 1 
a 1641; CadcOn RdL '?53-l# 
French Rdb 134l 4;Sa 
Wb 1-1518 Panm11W I 
1327-1 885. 

oftheExhe!qworFipeRdk 
The ddert K for 1129-30, but 
COnthw~r from 1155-1- 
Receipt Rdk 1106-17-- - 

Rdk 1-1797;the Ci 
1166, the 1- retuna of knig 
sewicesar be found in ,.- 
Red0 
Knigh a for 12th and 
13th centuics a n  in the Testa de 
Neuill edited in 1921-31 as The 
EookSof~otherRetunarc 
in the Hundred Rdb 1273-1279. 
N o t e  RecordsofThe Wardrobe, 
part ofthe Royal Household. wr- 
v i vea rn0Y) the  I"=' 
recorQfrom127501 

Also in conm rvith 
finance a n  taxes, k .---.. - aids 
and s u m  which have b--- 
partly p u b l i  in s b ~  iavdune 
Feudal Aids 1248-1431 and lrr 

mn ally1 =death 

out me ra-4 them. I can hear 
manyofpusaying: 'Glad I am 
lmt onhe,'! 

a t e n a n t ~ n d n m f m m  
35untiltheabditknofknight 

--mice in 1600. These an be a 
#luaforvwyhunMepcopk.s 

m gaw onl testimony a 
I quite entertaining. I.. ,, 
itancethehei~alahnRumsey, 
a aYcgcd - be an i d i i  a d  
e testim y kcd men was 
L 7 - ma) & L- ----- 

~hen dl out of 

~ o l k  ltegin in 1193; Cou - 

ChuKerV-ofEqa 
Eaedingsdatefmm 138Si 72 

Rdk and criminal actions known 
asCnrrnRegeRolkkgin;Rdb 
ofPleasfromthcCoutofExche 
quer begim in l a t h e  wawk of 
theltimntRayllJuslim.vrhich 

shirr i h~ndnd b 
farnd he Assize Rdk and 
k forseueralannticrat 
MI dates from thc 13th an- 
auy; Land Convyance is 
mordcdintheFeetofF ims 
from 1182-1- for a  tit^ pri- 
vatedcedscwldkmtemdon 
thebackoftheaoseRolband 
thk kcane ~omrnon after the 
UsMe of 1381. which fdkmd 
theazbuaionofprkatrdccdr 
dUringthePearntsRcvdt0 

But1 mkl.howmanyafur 
cak Jnthatk in 

destination? So to be certain in 
fueuethataY mnalreachesthe 
Gu i ld . Ihmaskedcvay# lcon  
theawnmitteetoadvlowkdgc 
naiptofannnrilwithin5drys 
ofr#ckingit.lfpufailtoget 
madmovvkdgnent than smd 
it again. Thk houM murr in 
futur that dl cndk a n  
mcivedbyubo 



Using manorial records to trace Thomas 
Alefounder, schoolmaster and mapmaker 
By Peter Alefounder 

w henhcnmdehkvu3mkbrumy6172YL - -. yeaMn of WcdyWcdy 
E s r e x . ' b d n p s i l m N h t ~ a I s t o  
b o d i l V - n u y - ~ # -  

l inbng.HekhhkirdinWeekydBOpdEd.&oh 
&ex, %such Child a May my Wife k now bigg witW. 
Homver,hedidEvckmgenoughtoseehklon. 
ThanaWh0wab;ilpakedinWakynwnhrornonths 
btamApil8lmmeeldaThaMswah*iedathk 
fvnilyhomc,Dedham,~~August2ttut)aar.Hii 
~wanotproveduntl1745butwauKdin1724by 
Mary.thedeexeanicztoatablkhadahtotheind 
in B o d .  

The entry in the manorial court r d h  provides much 
information: 

A lii of lands in the manw hel, red. 
The date he took powenion that 

date gives the detaik: inherita ._ Thomas h d k ,  
a maternal relative). 

The date of the surrender he use of his wi l l  a 
requirement if the land was to m a beqwh rather 
than being inherited accwding n. 

A note of his death since tl last sitting. 
The claim itself (see box on opf $1. 
A note that Mary was to have _-. .. -, _ f the child 

and to hold the land during his minority. 
Under the terms of the will, MAN could take the 

income from the land until the chi1 a 21. providing 
she did not marry again If *" 4,. ,.en the income 
and care and education hild would pa! - 
Mary Crouh of Stratforb, , .-.I of the testato.. ,, 
the time Mary proved the will she had indeed re- 
married. to Samuel Day who was probably a Qu-'--- 
since rhe affirmed rather than taking an oath - ....- 
may have been after her son had reached his majwity. 

Thomas appears to have been well educated. He is 
known as a mamaker - - 
~ooky. 1979). 
few examples of hi 
work survive. Mason 
(1990) suggests that 
the main occupation 
of Thomas Alefounder 
was schoolmaster. as 

of Thor Alefounder 50 years xhod master of 
Nayland'. He is also refemd to  in manwial records as 
a schoolmaster of Nayland. 

At the time of their marriage in Cokkter, both 
Thomas and Anne were 'of Boxted', although Thornas 
must already have been practisin- - a xhodrnaster i- 
Nayland, Suffdk. just across 1 iver. The fami 
moved to Nayland '- ""'4, as can w seen frc- " 
places of baptism r children. I can fi 
evidence that he ew med property there. r 
appears in rentals o 56-1760 as occupying ' 
Tenement' in Town Street with 'a backh 

- 
'piece of ground befwe the door', prow 
Quarter He was still there in 1764-5 when I 
was the owner, and in 1772 after Samuel Gi 
the Manor, had purchased it 

In 1764-5 Thomas was also the occupier 
Market Cross, renting it from the lnntees. Sier 2) 
notes that it was d e m o l i  by the Lord of the 
and is marked 'down' in thin entry, but that word was 
clearly added later. In the Nayland manorial c a r t  rolls 
f w  1742 Samuel Warren is recwded as being admitted 
to the 'Market Cross with the Chamber over the 
same'. He immediately gave it up to Richard Holland, 
weaver, Robert Partridge. grocer, William Wright and 
Thomas Coale. carpentem for the use of the 1 

' 
of 

the Manw to hold Courts Leet. Baron and Pyep-..-r 
In 1768 Thomar Coale. then the only survivor of U 
four, surrendered it to the Lord of the Manw, so it w,. 
still standing at that date. Why did Thomas Alefounder 
want the Market Cross? Maybe he used it as a school- 
room w for drawing maps. 

Emmison (1964) describes the drawings on the 1765 
map as 'crude'. The maps themselves are of a higher 
quality and feature shading in coloured ink. em--' 'w 
the 1764 map, which was peibps produced & or 

- free. f w  the V - a  

Ihmus r+hmhnraa nd map*. - A m  Tayla,m 28 Jun 
b o 8 ~ a 1 7 2 2 ~ d s v . h r 2 6 ~ e b 1 7 ~ T ~ 1  h h v a ~ h e  W.L~  

Boied. The 
example of him 
that I have seer ? 
map made with m 
Thomas of Abranam 
Reeve's estate, drawn 
in MadL red and areen .-... ~ -..-.. -- , ~ . ~~ 

he i-ated in his Ge I IT)IN& and decorated a 
maps drawings of a w . b p  17bn  ~n: bp ~ u u i ( n a h ) ,  ~u&ia bp LIKY.' bp 15 bn hand holding a Pen 

1744Rortal.n I 9  Aug bp I I Fcb IS In 1752; I752 Rolld; m a b m  the titi 
&lh , m a s I 7 4 9 17% 1 2 1 12 U I- CU 26 whr th ,.+, ~ l l i ams  27 Bond Feb 1752  17SIBmnal Jm1786h'a)Zrd 
w be time. s c p  1 7 6 8  ~ m r d  v parish registem nor 
Thin eed the NtJ.lnd.1~ minr manorial records give 
case. died in E I ~ & , ~ M ~  T h 6 m  a r , d . b p  ~ d n ' b p l z  s , , d a b p ~ s a c c  a-- as to the fate 
1791 and .- .-arded in 1 7 5 ? ~ h t & m ~ c h n  m w t a :  bp 24 Aug U 1761 1762 N a y M  hr 0.  younger lhomas 
the parish rcgimas R d Z S J m I * W  1 7 5 8  Wid  26 Dcc 1762 w bther J& 

'Ann Alefounder W& byImd.1~. Wid Even the elder ma, 
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nukcr lud leftthe hwR hcocru 
bthetlnwofthc17L18mntaLHI! 

'"OCbglOl of COPyhOld propecty gprr - 
mvtncordrarc#di(krulMendectokoDnr 
*ifr~,ofrnanypbinbwestktwpPld.It  
k n o t t o k ~ u N t i h c ~ b s n w r l k  
n m ( b n c d m e r + . s i h a w ~ s n o t ~ k s h e a 8  
ncml~kfadrnongRkrPntdcrdrTopke 
lurtawaxwnplqonJUly291763itb irded, 
T h O m m A k d w n d c r ~ m  e d d  

in mcky (about 30 acm then ocawkd by 

I Use of unproven wills in I 
I the manorial cor -"s I 

cout 
probate had b m  gnntl mnll 
court mll For oxmmpk. I u.4. 

t h . l h ~ v r b o d i k d i n 1  
court d Dadham Hak 
R a b b o ~ Q k u s ~  
drlaDct Et dm#& rbir 
COdJmninsr Tmmmnt kmm 

T m n w ~ g r U u n T . s o ' ~ h g a c a m  

HaI.C#lnbooh.Z9Aprill673.Essax~Olicr Dl  

M m ~ ~ A n d l k ~ i k r l L ~ i  bin 
~ ~ ~ o r a i a d r i , # e L * s b n * n t ~  ref 

k i n g k . n ~ n a r u d . r * s N i  k Q  
a m w i ~ g ~ k . n b l ~ U m #  MM 1 
l t V 2 b W d ~ c ~ d ~ b 1  u m t h  
-prmk.sMmvs+m hrua m".: 

lhr pnmnt caw is lhr on)y fundrf 
munpnwnwillbdngrtdin-. 
cw srcr lkmas A k h d a r  M bn 

i n c n r T ~ b u R W k * t p @ b t ~ g w n n &  

b * b k r m d u . i n ~ C I l i y k r c u d W f m # e  

~ r ~ U m p n r b r s M m v s i n ~ ~  
' - w i l h m t m N h d r e Q . R . C s o d d  

I n m J - l n b a t h c r r r * h h r p m t h d d ~  
h ~ q u a i a d . l t k l o m t h a t a r r u e h a  pmbaa 
mords for r pMicrlw aumm my not 11 r l  lb 
l f f l l l t ~ ~ a p o * t d p w d U I *  
(D 'om mnn'. 

I 

YlrplrdLI-'v'IL.o3d1~1Y 
0.aCan m 

-I---- -OIL*-  
F d h - d a - O D Q I I  (IIW 
WmNY 

d I b . a * d O r Y l l r Q l h l C D D a l l  t 
Y 

1-m#ea*di*od.* U l l m o * r r ~ h  
M e r W m m U a d  h d* 
-a*nl*w= e w - u  

DILmklW. 
1 - M E I C - L . r  LodOIL* 

r m Colch.as.OllSsm4 
wclap. 

s l u ~ * ~ o l l r * l . ~ a r ~ r a  n o l l b L  m 
srddkHa N 
~ O D r m r  
U 

n mmd-lh WbL w 01114 m 
' b W - . h - w m f J r n  l u 3 w a  m 

# - - P Y h L W * O 4  

1 m b n  - atllr- w 01114 m 
bdolpsDYlhrrr admm.Ol#l. 
WldQl-. 

a n d # l l i n g h i s l a n d k f o n h c d i e d . h o l n a ~ - .  
d pointofview, kquabof  bndwouldhm 
rime I&& manodal ncads might hnrc 
wherethekgnaalidrdpinntheirooarpobkns. 

W-=-st%ancatoGDnidwasaochw 
master in F a m h m  Kent born about 178). Hi 
p l renqkhnand~amh. *dnea&ynRav inp  
tonIhmyatodetennii*thbkhn.f.thcr 
ofaschoolmaster, i s t h e s m c a r t h e l o h n ~ n  
n y b n d i n 1 7 6 1 , n w , d a ~ . O  - 

I thank the staff of the bnx and Suffo* hard 

u d ~ ~ f o r u r c t h e o r i g i n a l d # u m n t r  



The best software programs for 
one-namers - a Forum survey 
3y Jean-Baptiste Piggin 

ne-namers are often asked what rat of 
computer software thcy use and the am- 
wen usually come down to four types. 
WhenthequatianwasputtotJwGuild's 

online Forum thii year. many oncnuners said they 
were soldiering on with progmms designed for 
mgular family h i e .  But sonre were unhappy 
that their data was now Wed up in programs they 
were no longer satisfied with. 

Others said that genealogical software was not 
the right choice for a one-name study in progress, 
which differs from a family history in two ways: the 
mass of data can be 10 or 100 times larger and the 
quality of gwsses about who all those Johns and 
Anns are is much poorer. 

If you are reluctant to laboriously enter and 
manipulate all your data in a traditional genealogi- 
cal paskage, a general-purpose office database 
program may well be an alternative (see the bottom 
half of the diagram below). 

In recent years, one of these office programs, MS 
Access. has spawned two special programs, D- 
dian and Clooz, that prwide ready-made ten es 
for all the main classes of source (top right 
diagram). Both Custodian and Clooz save the 
in Access format. 

Family tree programs 
Simon Martin cSMartin258Baol.com> is one of 

those who swears by a standard family program, 
The IWls(rr Geneabgist (TMG). 'I think it is fabu- 
lous and use it for all my linked trees.' he told the 
F o N ~ .  'Okay. it may be a harp learning c u m  but 
I think it is the best.' 

Patrick Dunbar cDunbarclanuketexo.net> found 
TMG's online help excellent. and the user forum 
'revealed many different and novel ways of utiliing 
the database. I thought it quite refreshing to be 
able to email TMG's boss Bob Velke and get a reply 
from him." 

Starting up was not so easy: 'Did this cause me 
headaches! So much so that I obtained demo copies 
of similar software. but becoming more confused 

and frustrated, I decided to plod on with TMG. 
'I am now quite comfortable in using TMG and 

see no reason to change to any other software. I 
particularly like (1) being able to allocate surety 
values of zero to 3 to data (zero for a guess, 3 for 
best); (2) the wide range of standard report formats 
that can be modified for individual needs; (3) the 
virtually unlimited file size; (4) being able to use 
multiple dates for single events and allocate surety 
values to these dates; (9 the ability to import from a 
wide range of sources; and (6) to link text files to 
store these internally or externally.' 

Not so Peter Simpson <simpronOxtra.co.nz> who 
was a long-time user of TMG. 'In our part of the 
world TMG appears to have lost it' he said. 'At the 
last three genealogical group meetings where I 
helped promote the software, I regret that Legacy 
was outselling us 20 to nil.' Among disadvantages: 
its 'clunky non-Windows interface and lousy 
picklist'. TMG also 'faik miserably when recording a 
census.' 

Mike Kingston cdigweedekingsway- 
assoc.demon.co.uk> was among those using LeOKy 

its editing capabil ', noting that he was 
ased to find that it t good Windows feel.' 

Flatfile pmgrams 
Notquite-Windows family tree programs fn& 

trate many one-namers. who are keen to see 
graphical user interface software that fully expb i i  
capabilities provided by the computer mouse. It lets 
you drag and drop small or large pieces of informa- 
tion anywhere in a database with the same ease 
that you sort index cards or jigsaw puzzle pieces on 
a tabletop. 

A 'flatfile' database - one arranged in columns, 
with one line per entry - makes ideal use of the 
mouse and is simple to understand: it can be sorted 
in date. alphabetical or any other order at will. 

The author of this article, Jean-Baptiste Piggin 
cpigginhne-narne.org, keeps his main database as 
a 5,000-line MS lMDllrs flatfile because of limited 
time. He was able to assemble a complete database 

in just a few weeks 
instead of taking months, 
and believes the file will 
be easy to convert later 
into a relational database 
oreventhedo-ev 
thing one-name I 
gramme. if such a thir 
ever invented. 

Anotherurefori 
files was discovered . 

I - 
Specially designed software rOr genealogists 

rradiiional genealogical databases, Multi-template databases. e.g. 
e.g. The Master Genealogist, Custodian, Clooz, both of which 
Legacy, Family Tree Maker we MS Access design (see below) 
Low-tech approach using flatfile Relational databases, e.g. Corel 
databases or spreadsheets. e.g. MS Paradox. MS Access, Smartware, 
Works, MS Excel. Claris Works Filemaker Pro, Lotus Approach 

General-putpose, nongenealogical software 

-- 
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Using USA website birthday 
data in a one-name study 
By Peter Fifield Wells 

T he web6ite m n w ~ c a m  pur- 
portstoprovidethcbhthdateofany 
personwthcageofZayea~~ in thc  
United States. The idea M i n d  it is Uut 

afterkoLingupromeoru's~youwndUn?m 
t h c p r c w n t n c o m m c n c k d o n t h e l i ~ o f  
thcpmsentsprovidcsupporlforthelistfimc 
te(ephonc l i n g s  had pwiously i n d i  amund 
1,000 of my F i  summe in the county. I decided 
toseewhatthcanybivthdayda- wldprovidcfor 
--study. 

The first problem was to obtann a complete list. 
To do this, you must choose a time with low usage. I 
did it on a Sunday mornin he result after about 
two hours was a printed lii 1,587 names. My next 
step was to transfer the data to a spreadsheet wil I 
columns for first namelmiddle initial. date of bird . 
city, state and zip (mailing ion) code. The 
spreadsheet would allow me ~ r t  the data in 
various ways for analysis As I went through 1 st 
it was obvious that it contained dwliites, x 3f 
which I was able to omit as 1. I also pc a 
column for page number. 7 wed me 1 id 
the original entry and check for possible typing 
errors on my part durina subsequent analusis. 

Next I sorted the s dshec id 
found more dupliitr-. -uplici--- K 

same name (with or without middl~ 
other columns the same. whsre tl., , *,.I.. 
appeared with differences xation, tl ultiple 
entries were kept in t+ 1;s.. ,.k-* +is pr-,, I was 
down to 1.385 name ~ p l ~ a  itings for a per- 
son, which were m + ~  apal &en suggested 
diierent birthday presents! 

The occurrence of the dul tes gave me a 
chance to evaluate the accurac the data. While 
quite good, there were a few errors. Dates are in 
dd-MMM-yy format and I found five obvious date 
diiepancier: JUL vs. SER year '36 vs. '38. '26 vs. '36, 
02-AUG vs. O&FEB and 05-JUL vs 1&JUL In addition 
to the presence or absence of a middle initial, I also 
noted one individual with David 5. on one record 
and Steven D. on another. Nine states out of the 39 
with my surname listed accounted for all of the 
duplicates. My own state of New Hampshire was a 
prime duplicate provider. 

Next I sorted the list by date of birth. The young- 
est person on the list had been born in 1979. There 
were entries with years such as '98. but these were 
for the year 1898. In one case I was able to identify 
the entry as a person who had d i d  in 1981 - 
gives an indication of the age of rome of the --- 
The concept of sending such a person a birthda 
present is certainly an interesting one! 

I sorted by state to check for completeness of 
data. There are a lot of my surname in the state of 
Vermont, but not one Vmnont resident appeared 
on anybidday.com. Reant newspaper articles have 
diiussed the sale of automobile registration data by 
some states a--' ' suspea thii to have been the 
source of the . It is often used for marketing 
purposes. ' - - " "'ermont is a state w h i i  has 
not sold a data. While licences to drive 
are issued as early ge 16. marketers would haw 
little interest in ad ising to teens, hence a poss- 
ible explanation fol age cutoff of 21. 

Next I did a mu key sect first by zip code 
and second by date of birth. One of the first groups 
that showed up in the town of Hatfield. Mass. was 
Roderick ti., barn 24 Aug 1943. Marilyn L barn 18 
Jan 1949. Christine A. born 12 Sep 1968. and 
Stephen G. born 17 Dec 1970 -a complete family. as 
I was able to confirm from my data. lt would not be 
a safe as such groups constitute 
one famil- wife of a son couM be 
misinterpreted lr. and it is possiblc 
have people f~ amilies in one locat 
Conwrset ;er instances where not all 
members . _ re present in the listing. 

lentified possible families and entered them 
.., -&base, I used a column of the spreadsheet 
ndicate this. I could then sort by name and birth 

,,a and track the movement of people from place 
to place. This could provide an indication of the wife 
vs. sister question in a family group. If the same pair 
showed up together in a different location, the 
female would more likely be wife rather than sister. 
Unfortunately the data gives no indication of the 
date that a person was in a given location. 

You might wonder why, since zip code ident~ 
location, I also entered the city and -e in me 
spreadsheet. The website mnnranas wn regu- 
larly lists obituaries from various newspapers and 
the obituaries sometimes give the names and resi- 
dences of family members This name and residence 
information gives me the possibility of further 
identifying family members using the spreadsheet 
without having to convert between zip code and 
name. C0nverse)y. I found instances of people in the 
same city with diierent zip codes, and the zip code 
gave me a better breakdown of possible family 
groups. 0 

PETER FIFIEU) WEU 
Member 2599 
PO Box 52 Rindge. NH 03461 -01 52 
USA 
fifield&ne-name.org 
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An evil witch's tragic murder victim 
and my one-name study 
By Roy Stockdill 

L ike many family hbtorians, I hiwe often 
lonoal--P--dY,pma(a- 
tof indnnartorwhomnttothegal-  
k w r E v c n o n c w h o ~ h a n g e d f o r  

lomahi4 as mu- as hom-swding wwld do1 
~nooud, lu&Hawm, Imable torepor t th t  
thmuphoneofthasechancediscoveriesthatwedl 
ucpwimCenowandthen,Ihaveatkart'---able 
to colM a murder vicairn for my o n c ~ m e  y. 

How it came about is a tale in itself, that 
illustrates graphically how we should new m i s s  
that strange effect we call serendipity. I have experi- 
enced it several times in the course of 25 years' 
researching family history - am et most 1 I 
members have been touched by il me time i.,. 

But let me tell the story as it unfolded ... 
The Witches of Pendle, Lancashire, attracted 

historifal legend in 1612, but a lesser known case 
illustrating that belief in the powers of witchcraft 
continued for 200 years afterwards was that of Mary 
Bateman, known as the Yorkshire Witch. She was 
born Mary Harker, the daughter of a small farmer at 
Aisenby. near the market town of lhirsk, in 1768. 

Mary went into service when she was 13, but from 
an early age she was dishonest and was dismissed for 
pilfering. She was a compulsive liar, thief and confi- 
dence trickster. She was also a consummate anr- 
and later was to deceive her victims by persui I 
them she had supernatural powers. 

Fortune telling 
In 1788. aged 20. she turned up in b 

worked as a dressmaker and also myan rell~ng 

fortunes. In 1792 she married, after a three weeks' 
courtship, a wheelwright called John Baternan. But 
the poor fellow came to regret the marriage when he 
discovered his wife's criminal tendencies. John. too. 
came from Thirsk and once Mary persuaded her 
husband 

' .. - - 
r - the town aier of Thirzk - 

was seric ushed off to Think, only to  
diiover he had be wed. While he was away. his 
wife sold his dotht d all their furniture to repay a 
victim who was threatening to go to the authorities. 

Another time, Mary tricked her own mother out of 
f 10 by telling her she needed it to secure the release 
of her brother who had been arrested for deserting 
fmm the miliia. She stole fmm a fellow lodger a 
watch, silver spoon and two guineas, and after a 
d i i  fire in 1796 h e  tramped the streets of 
Leeds gathering sheets, clothing and money from 
well-wishers, pretending she was collecting for the 
victim But she sold everything for her own benefit. 

Then she took to fraud on an impressive scale. She 
became a professional fortune teller and invented 

M u - '  Wpers called 'Mrs. Moore' and 'Mi 
BI-H- ho were claimed to be able to sohe all 
P Dne victim was frightened into believing 
hh V V - B ~  was in jail and only 'Mrs. Moore' could 
secure hi release. She handed over mony to Mary 
Bateman and was delighted when her husband 
returned home. Too late, she discovered he had never 
been in jail at all. 

Another victim. a soldier's wife. was tricked ir 
belevi~ husband was contemplating an illi 
affair. i instructed to place pieces of coal 
front of hc al's door and set fire to them, tt 
consuming . is  

the unfortunate 
woman dis- 

been I .  
tried 
hersen 

By 
man h 
k m  
Out L 
fortun- ... 
warderoff ril 
spirits and i ..... a- 
cle worker. Her 
-%st infamous 
. ~ k  involved a 

,,en said to b y  
eggs bearing the 
words "kid is 
camiq MaV 
producea the 
eggs with the slo- 
oan them 

ill 

. Bate 
ecome 
r o w h .  

. . 

A 19th cen; 
rn 
~f Ma - 

hteman, the yorkshk witch, 
who was hanged for murder in 
1809 (courtesy of the Thackray 
Medical Museum, Leeds). 

;&n L--.-ath -the hen and charged the gullible a 
penny to view them. 

Her actMk gradually became more sinister. Twu 
unmarried Owker sistws and their mother died 
mystenbusly after taking med~ine presdbed by her. 
Eateman stripped their house dean, telling negh- 
bwrs ahe wwnen had died of ahe plagw. 

By luck and cunning, Baternan managed to keep 
out of the authorities' grasp. But the case that was to 
bring her to the gallows involved William Perigo, a 
clothier of Bramley, near Leeds, and his wife Rebecca. 
who believed she was cursed by an evil spirit. By 
telling them she could get rid of the spirit. Bateman 
milked the Perigos of all their worldly posesions. 

When Rebecca Perigo complained of chest paim. 
Mary supposedly sewed four money notes into the 
couple's bed and said they were to give her four 
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tMinrtrucmknsvvou#fonow.Lrtbcrsfran'Mis 
Blythc' ddy rhnd. tellim the couple to 
honahoQarrrthdr d dcrwnang 

R r i o o r ~ O a l r q u c d i  Bnaunckidrdbo 
a n d t h k l i i k M d k . - y m r c t o c p r p r C  
dlnostowhid,hrhadadrbdpokan,athawkc* 
worlddkdalrnibkdisme.HlllirnRrigoowld 
r#tnonud,nmmthmaspomfuldthefwlmb~- 
a*ranhkwm*it,clyhphr~ayhUaylm. 

EmafterthktenibIeennfthehrplatHlffm 
P w i p o m n t o n k h g f k s a a d b y ~ B . B e C n a *  
R ~ , h c d c d d d t o n c r l m t h e n o t a f r a n t h c ~  
and fwnd thy were rn-'-'-ss pkes d paper. 

amcctlngwithEatananm &shewasmsted 
HerWforfraudandmur &pbccaYorltin 
March 1809. It didn't td# ury long to find her 
guib and she was satenm mg. 

Tothemd,Batemantricdtocheat~.She 
pleaded she couldn't be hmged because she was 
faur-r ronthr pq~ant BUI thc judge 
rmpmlkdajuyof12msnhdmmnto~gmine 

1809theYorbhlnWWbw dtoherexecuthat 
DC. 

A h  - MaryBate sbodywi - to 
L l b ~ f O r ~ a n d p n d k * &  

Medlcll Mureurn in Lccdr 

ingbynmwhat l  

C o U p k o f W I O a n  yu,inV@in] that1 
posted detdk in 
devotEdtoYalrhire -ofdays 

--%uedKil 
StockdaklStockdill cnbkr e w h e n l  
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Serendipity, the Guild's London Seminar 
and my-father's old home - 
By Barbara Harvey 

I 
experienced a nnur*abk piece of personal 
smndipity at the Guildcs excelknt London 
Regional Seminar in Feb.ruy. I was born in 
the village of in Derbyshire. which 

used to have a of only about 400 
inhabitntt. During the lunch interval my attenth 
was caught by a poster of the Derbyshire World 
War I Roll of Honour and I got into wmemath  
with its exhibitor. Dcnnis Wadin. 

At the mention of Bretby he showed me one of 
the Nadin newsletters and there on the cowr was a 
photograph of the house where my father had 
spent his formative years! There could be no doubt 
about it being the same house because of i ts  wry 
unusual design. It is called Brizlincote Hall. 

At the time of the Domesday Boor- --'zlincote was 
in the possession of Burton Abbey. A. ..a dissolution 

of the monasteries. Sir William 
Paget bought it. In 1706, 

Lord Stanhope, third 
Earl of Chesterfield, 

wha main 
resid was at 
nearby by 
Hall, boc it 
and demolished 
the original 
house. replacing 
it with one of 
his own I". 
w h i i  is ue 

Brizlincote Hall, Derbyshire as it is a perfkt 
square with f i  

bays ar each side. The earl intended it to be the 
residence of his heir. but he died before it was 
completed and the family never lived in it. It was 
inhabited by a distant cousin. William Barnes whose 
son Philip married the daughter of Sir Humphrey 
Trafford of Manchester. She died childless and left the 
remainder of the leare to her agent William Nadin. 
'Villiam's youngest sons Joseph and Nathaniel 
~unded the colliery firm of I. & N. Nadin Ltd. 

By the mid-1870s Brizlincote Hall was occupied as 
a farm by my great-grandfather- The house has 
fantastic views, but no longer as rural as they used 
to be, due to the encroachment of Burtonon-Trent. 
Being built on a promontory, the house was exposed 
to the wind and having a symmetrical desiqn. the 
passages tramverse it. As a result. my father a b i  
described it as 'the draughtiest house in t 
kingdom.' When my greatgrandfather died 
1909, hi family owned other farms, lo the tenan 
was not transferred. In 1923 the remainder of t 
Chesterfield-Camarvon estate was sold a1 

Brizlincote was bought by the Lomas fan 
still farm there today. 

When the sixth Earl of Chesterfield died. hi 
unmarried son and the widowed Countess lived 
together at Bretby Hall. In 1871 the sewnth Earl and 
the Prince of Wales. later Edward VII, both 
contracted typhoid fever. 

- Prince of Wales 
recowred, but his friend did . .- - The estate was not 
entailed and so devolved on the Countess. Aftel 
death of his wife, Benjamin Disraeli becam 
frequent visitor to B m  Hall and is said to I 
proposed to the Countess. but she grace 
declined. When Disraeli died. she erecte 
memorial plaque to him in Bretby Church. Aftet 
death, the estate was inherited by the descendants 
of her daughter, who had married the Earl of 
Carnarvon. 

Broken up 
The 5th Earl of Camarvon was more interested in 

Egypt and the dixovety of the tomb of 
Tutankhamen than the Bretby estate and it was 
broken up. Bretby Hall became an orthopaedic 
hospital. renowned for the treatment of 
tuberculosis when rest. fresh air and good food 
were the traditional regime and for which the 600- 
acre park was ideal. Many modern buildings have 
been built in the grounds. 

Bretby Church was a chapelry of Repton ant 
are dedicated to St. Wystan. The baptism register 
from 1766 to 1813 was written in a parchment folio 
volume of unlined paper. with an average entry in 
the early years of five per annum. The pre-printed 
baptismal register runs from 1813 to 1897. Only 
members of the Chesterfield family were buried 
near to the church before 1895 when the 
churchyard was enlarged. For some reason, the 
church was not licensed for marriages until 1911. 
I had great difthlty in finding my greiat 

grandparents on the 1881 census C& as they are 
indexed as Martin instead of Startin - not a spelling 
variation that I had thought of. But as I knew they 
l i d a t  Wincote Hall. I managed to locate them. 0 

References: 
A Brief Histary of Bretby by H. 1. Wain. 
The Perfect English Country House. photographs by 

Christopher E m  Sykes. 
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