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From the #%

Editor’s v:. |
desk L

ERENDIPITY. Lovely word, isn't

it? It sort of rolls off the

tongue with  mellifluous

charm. My dictionary defines
serendipity thus: “The faculty of mak-
ing happy and unexpected discoveries
by accident.” And, surely, there can be
few pastimes with which the word is
more auspiciously and appropriately
associated than genealogy and family
history.

In this issue of the Journal | bring
you two outstanding examples. One
concerns myself and my own one-name
study — well, surely an editor is per-
mitted to be self indulgent occasionally
and write about himself! The other is
offered by our Hertfordshire regional
rep, Barbara Harvey, who had an inter-
esting experience of serendipity at the
Guild’s London Seminar in February.

Virtually all family historians experi-
ence serendipity at some time in their
researches. | have had so many
instances of it | couldn’t recall them all
How to describe and explain it, exactly?
Personally, | regard it as a combination
of coincidence and what | can only put
down to instinct.

Family historians are like good
detectives and good journalists in that
they have a "nose” for these things.
Indeed, where we would be without it?
It is our constant search for new data
and truth, our passion for accuracy,
that drives us on to ferret out the facts.

Some might say it is precisely the
fact that we tend to pursue so many
enquiries, putting out “feelers” in so
many different directions, that causes
serendipity — a case of making your
own luck, perhaps. Statisticians would
no doubt argue that on the sheer law
of averages some of one’s chickens are
bound to come home to roost!

But, speaking as both a journalist
and a family historian, | have so many
times successfully played “hunches”
when there has been no logical reason
for going in a particular direction |
can't help thinking there’s a bit more
to it than that. | would be interested to
know what members think. O

ROY STOCKDILL




Chairman’s Notes
By Alec Tritton

he wonders of modern

technology are such

that | am currently

sitting in a hotel room
in Chennai writing these notes.
As if we don’t have enough to
worry about in name changes
and variants, what problems
might there be for future family
historians when maps show
names that are nothing like those
that they are looking for?

Chennai was formerly Madras
and later this week | shall most
likely be visiting Mumbai, for-
merly Bombay. Sadly, though, |
will be unlikely to get into the far
north of India where a number of
individuals from my own one-
name study lived and died during
the 18th and 19th centuries.
These last three months have

been very busy, with the Guild
always uppermost in my mind.
We had, | feel, one of our most
successful Conferences and AGMs
ever, and John Titterton must be
congratulated for finding us such
an excellent venue and putting
together a great program of lec-
tures.

Same place next year

In fact, such was the outstand-
ing nature of the venue that we
have already booked at the same
venue and the same weekend for
next year, and | am promised that
the plumbing will have been
improved by then! So if you are
looking for a fruitful, reasonably
priced family history weekend
amongst friends and colleagues,
mark the weekend of March 30
to April 1 2001 in your diary now.

At the AGM, our president
Derek Palgrave presented the
awards for the inaugural Guild
publications award. There is a
further report elsewhere in this
issue of the Journal. Suffice to say
that the standards of entry were
very high and everyone should be
congratulated for their efforts,

In fact, so should our Editor,
Roy Stockdill, as our own Journal
of One-Name  Studies was

awarded third place in the Feder-
ation of Family History Societies’
prestigious Elizabeth Simpson
Award.

It was also suggested at the
AGM that we set up in our 21st

Twenty-first
birthday
fund is set
up to aid
publications
and one-
name records
storage

year a 21st birthday fund. The
committee has taken this on
board and, thanks to the gener-
osity of one of our members, we
have started two funds which
members may like to contribute
to.

The first is a publications fund,
which in the first instance will be
used to fund the book of our
1881 Surname Distribution pro-
ject. There is also a pressing need
to update a number of our own
publications and further funding
is needed in order to complete
this work.

Unique

The Guild possesses what is
probably the most unique collec-
tion of one-name publications
and newsletters anywhere in the
world and this is becoming a
major storage headache. So the
second fund is a premises fund,

which is a long-term project to
provide a unique repository for
this collection.

This fund would be the ideal
beneficiary for a legacy in your
will if you wish to help ensure
your work is kept as a unigue
collection for others to use and to
maintain our current collection.
The change in the Government’s
charity-giving laws makes it an
ideal time to consider a gift or
bequest, large or small.

We also have two new commit-
tee members, as well as a new
Treasurer. Sandra Turner has
taken over as Treasurer and both
Ken Toll and John Hanson have
joined the committee.

As | stated in my April notes,
the new committee needed to
make some hard decisions
regarding our finances. You will
see from the enclosed insert that
if it weren’t for the activities of
our bookstall, we would not have
made any surplus for the year.

At our first meeting, it was
decided that we need to concen-
trate on our core activities and
maintain a dynamic journal as
our flagship publication.

Difficult choices

The difficult choices left to us,
and after taking into account the
views of those members who
attended the AGM, mean from
January 2001 we will no longer
be supplying the Federation
News & Digest as part of your
subscription. We  will, though,
make this an optional extra avail-
able to all at a cost of £4.50.

The new distribution process
will ensure that all members who
take up the option have the
magazine posted to them on the
date of publication, rather than
being received with the Journal
some weeks later. )

* NOTES from the new Treasurer
Sandra Turner can be found on
page 16 and from the Registrar
Dominic Johnson on page 15.

-
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Ithough many of us

when researching our

own family history will

never trace a line back
to the Middle Ages, it is a com-
pletely different matter with our
one-name studies. We are look-
ing for any reference to our
registered names and medieval
records can provide a great and
easy source to research, and you
don‘t need to have a knowledge
of Latin.

These sources are printed
catalogues in English, which are
usually indexed under person
names and place names. They
may be found in larger libraries,
university libraries and the PRO.
They relate to the business of
central government and may
extend beyond the Middle Ages
to more recent times. The major-
ity are covered by the list below.

Catalogue

Once you have a catalogue,
use the index to search for the
name. Expect to find variants -
and as there are numerous
volumes, don’t forget to note
each volume searched, even
though that search may have
been negative.

The records can be divided into
three categories: secre-
tarial, Chancery; financial, the

Secretary’s Notes
By Jim Isard

n my notes for the last

Journal | reminded every-

one to let the Guild know

when they change their ISP.
Well, quite a few of you did.

But this in turn created a few
problems for me. My computer
decided to go on the blink and,
as a result of a mix-up with my

A

|

i Colum;)

Exchequer; and judicial, Courts of
Law.

Chancery Records:
Rolls 1199-1516; Patent
1201-1920; Close
1204-1903; Liberate Rolls
1200-1436; Fine Rolls begin in
1199, but continuous from 1216
to 1641; Gascon Rolls 1253-1467;
French Rolls 1342-1674; Scotch
Rolls 1290-1515; Parliament Rolls
1327-1885.

Exchequer Records: Great Rolls
of the Exchequer or Pipe Rolls.

Charter
Rolls
Rolls

The oldest is for 1129-30, but
continuous from 1155-1832;
Receipt Rolls 1196-1782; lssue
Rolls 1220-1797; the Cartae of

1166, the first returns of knights’
services are to be found in the
Red Book of the Exchequer; other
Knights’ Returns for the 12th and
13th centuries are in the Testa de
Nevill, edited in 1921-31 as The
Books of Fees; other Returns are
in the Hundred Rolls 1273-1279.

* Note: Records of The Wardrobe,
part of the Royal Household, sur-
vive among the Exchequer
records from 1275 onwards.

Also in connection with
finance are taxes, known as aids
and subsidies, which have been
partly published in six volumes of
Feudal Aids 1248-1431 and Inqisi-
tiones Post Mortem. The latter
were taken locally on the death

ISP, 450 mails were deleted with-
out me reading them. | can hear
many of you saying: “Glad | am
not online,“!

Medieval records
can be great and

easy sources for a

one-name study

of a tenant-in-chief and run from
1235 until the abolition of knight
service in 1600. These can be a
source for very humble people, as
the names are given of those
who gave oral testimony and can
be quite entertaining. In one
instance the heir, a John Rumsey,
was alleged to be an idiot and
the testimony by local men was
that he was normal until he was
nine, when he fell out of a tree
on to his head!

Courts of Law: Curia Regis
Rolls begin in 1193; Court of
Chancery Records of Equity pro-
ceedings date from 1385; in 1272
civil pleas known as De Banco
Rolls and criminal actions known
as Coram Rege Rolls begin; Rolls
of Pleas from the Court of Exche-
quer begin in 1236; the work of
the Itinerant Royal Justices, which
absorbed cases from the baronial,
shire and hundred courts, is
found in the Assize Rolls and
begin for several counties at
various dates from the 13th cen-
tury; Land Conveyance is
recorded in the Feet of Fines
from 1182-1834; for a time pri-
vate deeds could be entered on
the back of the Close Rolls and
this became common after the
Statute of 1381, which followed
the Destruction of private deeds
during the Peasants Revolt. )

But that said, how many of us
can be certain that letters put in
the post arrive at their correct
destination? So to be certain in
future that all e-mail reaches the
Guild, | have asked everyone on
the committee to acknowledge
receipt of an e-mail within 5 days
of receiving it. If you fail to get
this acknowledgment, then send
it again. This should ensure in
future that all e-mails are
received by us. O
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Using manorial records to trace Thomas

Alefounder, schoolmaster and mapmaker
By Peter Alefounder

hen he made his will on February 6 172112,
Thomas Alefounder, yeoman of Weeley,
Essex, “being somewhat indisposed as to
bodily health” may not have expected to
live long. He left his land in Weeley and Boxted, also in
Essex, “to such Child as Mary my Wife is now bigg with”.
However, he did live long enough to see his son,
Thomas, who was baptised in Weeley some two months
later on April 8 1722. The elder Thomas was buried at his
family home, Dedham, Essex, on August 2 that year. His
will was not proved until 1745 but was used in 1724 by
Mary, the sole executrice, to establish a claim to the land
in Boxted.

The entry in the manorial court rolls provides much
information:

* A list of lands in the manor held by the deceased.

¢ The date he took possession (the entry for that
date gives the details: inheritance from Thomas Sadler,
a maternal relative).

* The date of the surrender to the use of his will, a
requirement if the land was to form a bequest, rather
than being inherited according to custom.

* A note of his death since the court’s last sitting.

* The claim itself (see box on opposite page).

* A note that Mary was to have custody of the child
and to hold the land during his minority.

Under the terms of the will, Mary could take the
income from the land until the child was 21, providing
she did not marry again. If she did, then the income
and care and education of the child would pass to
Mary Crouch of Stratford, a cousin of the testator. By
the time Mary proved the will she had indeed re-
married, to Samuel Day who was probably a Quaker,
since she affirmed rather than taking an oath - this
may have been after her son had reached his majority.

Thomas appears to have been well educated. He is
known as a mapmaker
(Tooley, 1979), though
few examples of his

Hevigree, Alefonnder of Napland

of Thos Alefounder 50 years school master of
Nayland”. He is also referred to in manorial records as
a schoolmaster of Nayland.

At the time of their marriage in Colchester, both
Thomas and Anne were “of Boxted”, although Thomas
must already have been practising as a schoolmaster in
Nayland, Suffolk, just across the river. The family
moved to Nayland in 1753/4, as can be seen from the
places of baptism of their children. | can find no
evidence that he ever owned property there. He
appears in rentals of 1756-1760 as occupying “a
Tenement” in Town Street with “a backhouse” and
“piece of ground before the door”, property of Mr.
Quarles. He was still there in 1764-5 when Mrs. Quarles
was the owner, and in 1772 after Samuel Gibbs, Lord of
the Manor, had purchased it.

In 1764-5 Thomas was also the occupier of the
Market Cross, renting it from the trustees. Sier (1952)
notes that it was demolished by the Lord of the Manor
and is marked “down” in this entry, but that word was
clearly added later. In the Nayland manorial court rolls
for 1742 Samuel Warren is recorded as being admitted
to the “Market Cross with the Chamber over the
same”. He immediately gave it up to Richard Holland,
weaver, Robert Partridge, grocer, William Wright and
Thomas Coale, carpenters, for the use of the Lady of
the Manor to hold Courts Leet, Baron and Pyepowder.
In 1768 Thomas Coale, then the only survivor of the
four, surrendered it to the Lord of the Manor, so it was
still standing at that date. Why did Thomas Alefounder
want the Market Cross? Maybe he used it as a school-
room or for drawing maps.

Emmison (1964) describes the drawings on the 1765
map as “crude”. The maps themselves are of a higher
quality and feature shading in coloured ink, except for
the 1764 map, which was perhaps produced cheaply, or
free, for the Vicar of
Boxted. The finest
example of his work

- homas Alefounder, veoman o cole Y = (1 ar (2) == Samucl .
work survive. Mason rL]_I',"r’\ ';'):'“1 be L l‘,"\‘l'“’!\l"k‘;‘l:“hr' ’:‘h i OmuE that | have seen is the
ict 1686 sdham .t O3 . scham lic. . an I g 5
(1990) SUQQEStS that bur 2 Aug 1722 Dedham, Will dated 6 Feb map made with his son
the main occupation 1721, proved 29 Jun 1745 Thomas of Abraham
f . o '
Of Thomas A|Ef0ljr]de' Thomas, schoolmaster and mapmaker: == Anne Taylor, m 28 Jun 1744 Colchester, _Reeve s estate, drawn
was schoolmaster, as bp 8 Apr 1722 Weeley, bur 26 Feb 1789 { St Mary at the Walls, ic: bur 28 Dec in black, red and green
he incorporated in his ‘-“'-;”" . : 1791 \-“L'-’“' N and decorated with a
maps drawings of a Man bp17Jan Ann, bp Susan{nah), Lucrctya, bp Lucy, bp 13 Jan hand holdmg a pen
hand ho|ding a pen, a T4 Boxted.m 19 Aug bp Il Feb 15 Jan 1752 1752 Boxted. m zhove the title.

F'homas 1749 1750

device used by writing

bur 12 Mar Isaac Goshlin 26

Neither the Nayland

. Williams 27 Boxted Feb 1752 1752Boxied Jan 1786 Navland . A
masters of the time. s.p 1768 Boxted 5 v — parish registers nor
This was indeed the Nayland i twins manorial records give
’ - » « — T
case. His wife died in Elisabeth,bp30May Thomas Sarah. bp John.bp 12 Susanna,bp 18 Dec any clue as to the fate
1791 and is recorded in 1753 Boxted; m John mapmaker: bp Aug Mar 1761 1762 Nayland: bur Of the younger Thomas
th ish register as Panncl )8 Jan 1794 13 Nov 1754 5 8 Navland 26 Dec 1762 or his brother John,
W, [ giste Nayland, /ic Nayland Naviand Navland

“Ann Alefounder Wife

Even the elder map-
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maker had left the house he occupied in Town Street
by the time of the 1788 rental. His property in Boxted
and Weeley was first mortgaged and then sold. A
mortgage of copyhold property appears in manorial
court records as a conditional surrender, to become
absolute if a sum of money plus interest is not paid. It
is not to be expected that the actual loan will be
mentioned there, as that was not manorial business; a
record might be found among relevant deeds. To give
just one example, on July 29 1763 it is recorded that
Thomas Alefounder conditionally surrendered all his
land in Weeley (about 30 acres, then occupied by

Susannah Cole, widow) to Mr Lay on June 14 1760 for
£400 plus interest.

I have not found any will for Thomas Alefounder of
Nayland. Maybe his children had moved away and he
preferred to give them money raised from mortgaging

Maps produced by Thomas Alefounder (a) and son (b)

Use of unproven wills in
the manorial courts

IF a will was used in a manorial court, the fact that
probate had been granted was generally noted in the
court roll. For example, Robert Alefounder (an uncle of
the Thomas who died in 1722) appearing at the manorial
court of Dedham Hall: “Modo ad hanc Curiam venit
Robtus Alefounder Clcus filius natu maximus pefati Johis
defunct Et plrojtulit hic in Curiam quoddam Scriptum
continen in se Testum et ultiman voluntatem pe¢fati Johis
Alefounder patris ejus defunct Debito modo sub sigilla
Curiae approbat gerens datum decimo octavo die Martij
Anno dni Millimo Sexcentesimo Septuagesimo secundo
Tenor cujus quidem Testi quoad legacoem p°missor
sequitur in hec verba Anglicana viz' [Manor of Dedham
Hall, Court books, 29 April 1673, Essex Record Office D/
DU 4571111 fo 125v]. “Now to this Court comes Robert
Alefounder Clerk the eldest son of the before mentioned
John deceased And he brings forth here in Court certain
writing itself contained in the testament and last will of
the aforesaid John Alefounder his father deceased
Having been bound now under the seal of the Court
approving while bearing date the 18th day of March AD
1672 Indeed the content of which Testament as to the
bequeathed premises follows in these English words
namely...”.

The present case is the only instance | have found of
an unproven will being used in this way: “Modo ad hanc
cur seu Thomas Alefounder Infans pler] Mariam
Alefounder mrem in hac plarjt plrolx amicu & pfrojlert
hic in cur Testum & ult volunt ptfat Thome geren dat
sexto die Februar Anno Dni Millimo Septingentimo
Vicesimo primo cujus tenor quo ad p®missa sequitur in
hec verba scilt..[Manor of Boxted Hall, Court rolls, 22
April 1724, Essex Record Office D/DTs M33, p49] “Now at
this court the suit of Thomas Alefounder Infant by Mary
Alefounder mother, in this party the next friend [in the
legal sense of the nearest relative] and she brings forth
here in court the Testament & last will of the aforesaid
Thomas bearing date 6th February AD 1721 of which the
content as to the premises follows in these words
namely..” — with no mention of a Court's seal of
approval. In both cases, the relevant portion of the will
is then quoted. It follows that a search of the probate
records for a particular surname may not reveal all the
extant testamentary records, a point of possible interest
to “one namers”.

Year Description Present location of map  References
1762a Little Horkesley, Essex, Essex Record Office, Emmison
part of the estate of Dr Colchester, DiDot P1 (1964)
William Blair
1763a Little Horkesley Hall, part Essex Record Office, Emmison
of the estate of Dr William Colchester, DiDot P2 (1964)
Blair
1763a Estate called Parocks in Unknown, probably lost.
Chapple, Essex, belonging Mentioned in  deeds,
to John Lay gent. Essex Record Office DJ
DPb T60 & T67.
1764a Pebmarsh, Essex, estate Essex Record Office,
belonging to Boxstead Colchester, D/P 155/3/14,
Vicarage
1765a Little Horkesley, Essex, Essex Record Office, Emmison
estate called the Viness, Colchester, DiDot P3 (1964)
belonging to Dr William
Blair
1776  Estate of Abraham Reeve, Suffolk Record Office, British
a&b gent, in Shelly and Ipswich, HB432/212;  Museumn
Layham, Suffolk photocopy in  British (1967)
Library, Maps 188.0.1.(8)
1781b Boxted, Essex, estate Essex Record Office, Emmison
belonging to Mr Thomas Colchester, DIDE1 (1947);
Sadler of Great Horkesley Mason
(1990)

and selling his land before he died. From a genealogi-
cal point of view, bequests of land would have been
more useful: manorial records might have shown
where the legatees lived and given their occupations.

My own ancestor, Daniel Alefounder, was a school-
master in Faversham, Kent, born about 1780. His
parents, John and Mary, are buried nearby at Daving-
ton. | have yet to determine whether this John, father
of a schoolmaster, is the same as the John baptized at
Nayland in 1761, son of a schoolmaster. )
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The best software programs for
one-namers — a Forum survey

By Jean-Baptiste Piggin

ne-namers are often asked what sort of

computer software they use and the ans-

wers usually come down to four types.

When the question was put to the Guild's
online Forum this year, many one-namers said they
were soldiering on with programs designed for
regular family histories. But some were unhappy
that their data was now locked up in programs they
were no longer satisfied with.

Others said that genealogical software was not
the right choice for a one-name study in progress,
which differs from a family history in two ways: the
mass of data can be 10 or 100 times larger and the
quality of guesses about who all those Johns and
Anns are is much poorer.

If you are reluctant to laboriously enter and
manipulate all your data in a traditional genealogi-
cal package, a general-purpose office database
program may well be an alternative (see the bottom
half of the diagram below).

In recent years, one of these office programs, MS
Access, has spawned two special programs, Custo-
dian and Clooz, that provide ready-made templates
for all the main classes of source (top right in the
diagram). Both Custodian and Clooz save their files
in Access format.

Family tree programs

Simon Martin <SMartin258@aol.com> is one of
those who swears by a standard family program,
The Master Genealogist (TMG). “I think it is fabu-
lous and use it for all my linked trees,” he told the
Forum. “Okay, it may be a sharp learning curve, but
| think it is the best.”

Patrick Dunbar <Dunbarclanuk@tesco.net> found
TMG’s online help excellent, and the user forum
“revealed many different and novel ways of utilising
the database. | thought it quite refreshing to be
able to email TMG's boss Bob Velke and get a reply
from him."”

Starting up was not so easy: “Did this cause me
headaches! So much so that | obtained demo copies
of similar software, but becoming more confused

and frustrated, | decided to plod on with TMG.

“I am now quite comfortable in using TMG and
see no reason to change to any other software. |
particularly like (1) being able to allocate surety
values of zero to 3 to data (zero for a guess, 3 for
best); (2) the wide range of standard report formats
that can be modified for individual needs; (3) the
virtually unlimited file size; (4) being able to use
multiple dates for single events and allocate surety
values to these dates; (5) the ability to import from a
wide range of sources; and (6) to link text files to
store these internally or externally.”

Not so Peter Simpson <simpson@xtra.co.nz> who
was a long-time user of TMG. “In our part of the
world TMG appears to have lost it,” he said. “At the
last three genealogical group meetings where |
helped promote the software, | regret that Legacy
was outselling us 20 to nil.” Among disadvantages:
its “clunky non-Windows interface and lousy
picklist”. TMG also “fails miserably when recording a
census.”

Mike Kingston <digweed@kingsway-
assoc.demon.co.uk> was among those using Legacy
“for its editing capabilities”, noting that he was
“pleased to find that it has a good Windows feel.”

Flatfile programs

Not-quite-Windows family tree programs frus-
trate many one-namers, who are keen to see
graphical user interface software that fully exploits
capabilities provided by the computer mouse. It lets
you drag and drop small or large pieces of informa-
tion anywhere in a database with the same ease
that you sort index cards or jigsaw puzzle pieces on
a tabletop.

A "flatfile” database — one arranged in columns,
with one line per entry — makes ideal use of the
mouse and is simple to understand: it can be sorted
in date, alphabetical or any other order at will.

The author of this article, Jean-Baptiste Piggin
<piggin@one-name.org> keeps his main database as
a 5,000-line MS Works flatfile because of limited
time. He was able to assemble a complete database

Specially designed software for genealogis_t_s

— in just a few weeks
| instead of taking months,

e.g. The Master Genealogist,
| Legacy, Family Tree Maker

Traditional genealogical databases,| Multi-template databases, e.qg.
Custodian, Clooz, both of which
use MS Access design (see below) | of

and believes the file will
be easy to convert later
into a relational database
even the do-every-

Low-tech approach using flatfile
databases or spreadsheets, e.g. MS
Works, MS Excel, Claris Works

Relational databases, e.g. Corel
Paradox, MS Access, SmartWare,
Filemaker Pro, Lotus Approach

thing one-name pro-
gramme, if such a thing is
ever invented.

General-purpose, non-genealogical software

Another use for flat-
files was discovered by
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Polly Lawrence <rowberry@one-name.org> who
uses MS Excel to hand-draw family trees: “All those
events that | have allocated to a tree have a cell
following them with a hotlink to the appropriate
tree.”

She has published such trees on the Internet.
They have to be scrolled because they are many
times wider than the screen. “Drop-line trees drawn
on Excel 97 are comprehensible to most people, as
they are a ‘picture’ of the family and can be shared
with anyone.”

Relational Databases

The principal limitation of flatfiles is that they
become unwieldy when they extend to dozens of
columns. The answer is to keep the various lists
separate and link the data using a relational data-
base program.

Such software “lets one construct any number of
flatfiles for the collection of source data'in formats
suitable to the data. These are usually, but not
necessarily, event files,” explained Bill Bunning
<bunning@pacbell.net> who believes relational
databases are the perfect tool for the one-namer.
Such programs can “find relationships among the
records” and discover multiple records about the
same person.

Bill uses a little-known program, Smartware, that
can highlight likely matches in a bright colour. “It
lets me add to the definition of any field one or
more formulas that compare the contents with
other fields and change the field colour depending
on how the formula is satisfied. | can scroll through
a file of 1851 census records and see how the
various data items for each person compare with the
entries of other census years by how the fields
change colour.”

A file for the person found can then be equipped
with “pointers to the source data in other files.
These pointers allow references in any and all files
to be called and viewed together.”

One-namers’ main apprehension about relational
databases comes from their complexity. “I have
Access 97 but | have never learned to use it. | know
that the learning curve is complicated and time-
consuming,” commented Ralph Games
<gamesri@redshift.com>

Patrick Dunbar uses Access as his number two
system for lists such as BMD extracts, “but | wasted
much time updating fields, deciding, writing and
modifying report definition files.” He said: My data-
gathering time was being limited by continual
software-tweaking.”

Ready-made templates

Custodian, which is available from the Guild at a
discount, comes with its definitions ready-made.
Custodian was first mentioned on the Forum in mid-
1998 and caused a sensation in the Guild. Chairman
Alec Tritton <alectritton@one-name.org> has
described it as “the first successful commercial

attempt to write a program specifically for one-
namers”.

Users say it can take over an existing study with-
out a great deal of work needed for the conversion:
it imports Access, Dbase, FoxPro, Paradox, Btrieve,
Excel, and text (CSV) files and it will also accept
some information from gedcoms, the standardised
files that are created by family tree programs.

Its principal fault - a word that Custodian’s
defenders say is unfair for a promising two-year-old
- is that it cannot read the lineage information
contained in a gedcom. Nor can it write a gedcom
containing lineage information that would instruct
a family-tree program how to show the descent.

Sonja Smith <PandSSmith@aol.com>, the wife of
its author and a member of the Guild, said there
was a long-term plan to make import/export of
gedcom data possible but stressed that the Smiths
are not committing themselves to a time-scale on
these plans.

Peter Simpson is one who has now partly
embraced Custodian, which “appeared to fit a
gaping hole in citation of sources that TMG could
only do in the most complex and frustrating fash-
ion,” but adds: “I find Access the most convenient
method of trawling lists.”

The broad consensus in the Forum discussion
remained that a one-name study needed different
pieces of software for different tasks.

Peter Simpson said: “I'm left with the sad conclu-
sion that for my purposes, no one piece of software
can do it all. Hence my preoccupation with gedcom
and ‘standardised’ data entry that hopefully will
allow some future portability. The template concept
of Custodian goes some way, if only it could be
linked to a family tree-type program.”

Mike Kingston agreed on this point: “All the
discussions over the years about ‘which program?’
have been largely inconclusive as far as | know.
There is not yet one ideal program.”

Alongside portability and reliable backup, he said
one of three guiding principles in choosing software
was to use “more than one program - two is suffi-
cient - so as not to be locked into the idiosyncrasies
of any particular program.”

Mix and match

Most one-namers appear, in fact, to practice a
form of double book-keeping, maintaining two or
more sets of their data to take advantage of the
different programs’ strengths. They are simply
happy if they can find two programs that comple-
ment one another well. Examples include Custodian
supplemented by a standard family tree program, or
flatfile databases supplemented by drawn charts.

David Smart <david.smart@one-name.org>
described to the Forum how he uses no fewer than
six programs: “| use the MS Works database for
marriages because you can ask it to match any string
rather than search individual fields. My main data-
base has been Filemaker Pro. It has got a particularly
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useful move-up feature: each page of my PCC Wills
database stretches over two pages, but where
there’s only a bit of text it all shoves up into a few
lines. | really like being able to set up clickable drop-
down menus for fields (e.g. parish names).

“For trees | use the Draw module in Claris Works.
| use Excel to give me grids with drag-and-drop, and
Word for word processing - its table facilities are
excellent. Eighteen months ago | got Reunion (a
family tree program), and I'm very pleased with it. |
like the level of customising and the control over
reports and trees it gives you and import/export
facilities.”

Reunion also won plaudits from Robert Young
<KempAssn@worldnet.att.net>, a faithful user of
Macintosh computers. “The premier program for
Macintosh is Reunion 6, which has a marvellous

Software pros and cons

TRADITIONAL genealogical databases allow individuals to
be connected into lineages, so that ancestry and descent can
be seen at a glance. Information fields are ready-made.
Disadvantages: Do not offer a good way of loosely associat-
ing stray individuals who make up the bulk of a one-name
study. Layout does not allow 30 ar more individuals to be
shown on one screen. Cope badly with the lists of names
(telephone directories, Internet pages, census transcripts)
that one-namers concentrate on; these have to be entered
word by word. Rearranging information is often arduous.

Flatfile databases are often cheapest MS Works often
comes free with the computer. Importing lists is easy: you
only need to tabulate your text files and reopen them as
spreadsheets. New editions of the lists can later be imported
Jjust as easily. Combining lists is easy: any dataset or sub-item
can be dragged straight to a new location. Up to 30 facts
about 30 individuals can be displayed on one screen, so
guesswork doesn't have to be conducted with pencil and
paper. Disadvantages: spreadsheets cannot show lineages,
s0 “Henry numbers” (a decimal classification) have to be
used as a makeshift. You have to devise your own field names
and formats. Special utiliies are needed to extract informa-
tion from gedcoms and the process is only one-way. Large
numbers of fields make the file unwieldy.

Relational databases have the same advantages as
flatfile databases, but, in addition, dozens of lists can be
coordinated with one another, so that persons in census lists
can be correlated with those in birth-marriage-death indexes,
etc. Disadvantages: The leading package, MS Access, is
expensive to buy. The time spent learning to use them is
longer than for other databases. No ready-made fields. No
proper lineages. Special utilities are needed to extract
information from gedcoms and the process is one-way.

Multi-template databases such as Custodian and Clooz
come with their information fields ready-made. Data can be
saved in its original layout and spelfing without alteration. All
names from the forms are included in the Master Index,
which you can browse, search and then access any record.
Disadvantages: Data entry is slow. Makeshift methods are
needed to create lineages. These programs are not good at
displaying a large number of sources and individuals
simultaneously. )

Windows companion in Generations 6,” he said.
“We have found that, with only minor tweaking,
full files may be freely shared across platforms
without the need to zip or convert to gedcom.”

Making the teapot

Some one-namers lose a lot of time fiddling with
data and trying to get the maximum benefit from
their chosen software. Setting up a database design
and writing formulas will waste days if you go the
Excel or the relational database way. It’s like having
to make the teapot first before the tea. Others have
chosen time-consuming ways of inputting the one-
namer’s four standard sources, BMDs, census, 1G| and
directories. That is the tribute extracted by TMG,
Legacy and so on, and it can be tricky with Custo-
dian, too, unless Excel or Access files are used as the
source. Worse still is that some of the potential yield
of the one-name study is probably lost.

If no single program fulfils the needs of one-
namers, is there at least a way of creating a unified
main file that can be tended using the different
tools currently available? Possibly, but the solution
does demand software sophistication.

John Bending <John@jbending.demon.co.uk> has
a relational database of his study, managed by
Paradox, and has managed to create a gedcom file
directly from it. This can be viewed on his website
http:/lwww.jbending.demon.co.uk/ and naturally it
can be downloaded and viewed in almost any family
tree program, giving the best of both worlds. This
database almost meets the definition of portability,
though not quite, because the gedcom “translation”
cannot complete the round trip. The database can
only be altered in Paradox, not in its gedcom dress.

The path that he has begun seems to offer the
most promise if one-namers are to beat the bugbear
of double book-keeping. Beyond that, there is at
least the hope that one day there will be single
programs that will import long lists of uncorrelated
data, help us to explore it and display the sorted
areas of the data as family trees.

Perhaps the Guild should offer a prize to the first
software developer to devise a solution. )

Some websites for lesser-known software:
Custodian: httpJ/imembers.aol.com/pandssmith/
Custodian.htm

Clooz: http:/lwww.ancestordetective.com/clooz.htm
TMG: httpdiwww.whollygenes.com

Legacy: httpJ/iwww.legacyfamilytree.com/index.asp
Reunion: httpJ/iwww.leisterpro.com/

FileMaker Pro: http/iwww.filemaker.com/
SmartWare: httpJ/iwww.angoss.com/main.htm

JEAN-BAPTISTE PIGGIN
Member 1839
Kiwittsmoor 64

22417 Hamburg
GERMANY
piggin@one-name.org
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Using USA website birthday
data in a one-name study

By Peter Fifield Wells

he website www.anybirthday.com pur-

ports to provide the birth date of any

person over the age of 20 years in the

United States. The idea behind it is that
after looking up someone’s birthday you send them
the present recommended on the list. Vendors of
the presents provide support for the list. Since
telephone listings had previously indicated around
1,000 of my Fifield surname in the country, | decided
to see what the anybirthday data would provide for
my one-name study.

The first problem was to obtain a complete list.
To do this, you must choose a time with low usage. |
did it on a Sunday morning. The result after about
two hours was a printed list of 1,587 names. My next
step was to transfer the data to a spreadsheet with
columns for first name/middle initial, date of birth,
city, state and zip (mailing location) code. The
spreadsheet would allow me to sort the data in
various ways for analysis. As | went through the list
it was obvious that it contained duplicates, some of
which | was able to omit as | typed. | also put in a
column for page number. This allowed me to find
the original entry and check for possible typing
errors on my part during subsequent analysis.

Next | sorted the spreadsheet by first name and
found more duplicates. Duplicates were defined as
same name (with or without middle initial) and all
other columns the same. Where the same person
appeared with differences in location, the multiple
entries were kept in the list. After this process, | was
down to 1,385 names. Duplicate listings for a per-
son, which were pages apart, often suggested
different birthday presents!

The occurrence of the duplicates gave me a
chance to evaluate the accuracy of the data. While
quite good, there were a few errors. Dates are in
dd-MMM-yy format, and | found five obvious date
discrepancies: JUL vs. SEP, year ‘36 vs. '38, “26 vs. '36,
02-AUG vs. 08-FEB and 05-JUL vs. 10-JUL. In addition
to the presence or absence of a middle initial, | also
noted one individual with David S. on one record
and Steven D. on another. Nine states out of the 39
with my surname listed accounted for all of the
duplicates. My own state of New Hampshire was a
prime duplicate provider.

Next | sorted the list by date of birth. The young-
est person on the list had been born in 1979. There
were entries with years such as "98, but these were
for the year 1898. in one case | was able to identify
the entry as a person who had died in 1981. That
gives an indication of the age of some of the data.
The concept of sending such a person a birthday
present is certainly an interesting one!

9

| sorted by state to check for completeness of
data. There are a lot of my surname in the state of
Vermont, but not one Vermont resident appeared
on anybirthday.com. Recent newspaper articles have
discussed the sale of automobile registration data by
some states and | suspect this to have been the
source of the data. It is often used for marketing
purposes. Apparently, Vermont is a state which has
not sold its registration data. While licences to drive
are issued as early as age 16, marketers would have
little interest in advertising to teens, hence a poss-
ible explanation for the age cutoff of 21.

Next | did a multiple key sort, first by zip code
and second by date of birth. One of the first groups
that showed up in the town of Hatfield, Mass. was
Roderick H., born 24 Aug 1943, Marilyn L. born 18
Jan 1949, Christine A. born 12 Sep 1968, and
Stephen G. born 17 Dec 1970 - a complete family, as
| was able to confirm from my data. It would not be
a safe assumption that all such groups constitute
one family. For example, the wife of a son could be
misinterpreted as a daughter, and it is possible to
have people from multiple families in one location.
Conversely, | found other instances where not all
members of a family were present in the listing.

As | identified possible families and entered them
in my database, | used a column of the spreadsheet
to indicate this. | could then sort by name and birth
date and track the movement of people from place
to place. This could provide an indication of the wife
vs. sister question in a family group. If the same pair
showed up together in a different location, the
female would more likely be wife rather than sister.
Unfortunately the data gives no indication of the
date that a person was in a given location.

You might wonder why, since zip code identifies
location, | also entered the city and state in the
spreadsheet. The website www.ancestry.com reqgu-
larly lists obituaries from various newspapers and
the obituaries sometimes give the names and resi-
dences of family members. This name and residence
information gives me the possibility of further
identifying family members using the spreadsheet
without having to convert between zip code and
name. Conversely, | found instances of people in the
same city with different zip codes, and the zip code
gave me a better breakdown of possible family
groups. )

PETER FIFIELD WELLS

Member 2599

PO Box 52, Rindge, NH 03461-0152
USA

fifield@one-name.org
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An evil witch’s tragic murder victim
and my one-name study

By Roy Stockdill

ike many family historians, | have often

longed - somewhat perversely, perhaps -

to find an ancestor who went to the gal-

lows. Even one who was hanged for
something as mundane as horse-stealing would do!
But no such luck. However, | am able to report that,
through one of those chance discoveries that we all
experience now and then, | have at least been able
to collect a murder victim for my one-name study.

How it came about is a tale in itself, one that
illustrates graphically how we should never dismiss
that strange effect we call serendipity. | have experi-
enced it several times in the course of 25 years’
researching family history — and | bet most Guild
members have been touched by it at some time also.

But let me tell the story as it unfolded...

The Witches of Pendle, Lancashire, attracted
historical legend in 1612, but a lesser known case
illustrating that belief in the powers of witchcraft
continued for 200 years afterwards was that of Mary
Bateman, known as the Yorkshire Witch. She was
born Mary Harker, the daughter of a small farmer at
Aisenby, near the market town of Thirsk, in 1768.

Mary went into service when she was 13, but from
an early age she was dishonest and was dismissed for
pilfering. She was a compulsive liar, thief and confi-
dence trickster. She was also a consummate actress
and later was to deceive her victims by persuading
them she had supernatural powers.

Fortune telling

In 1788, aged 20, she turned up in Leeds where she
worked as a dressmaker and also began telling
fortunes. In 1792 she married, after a three weeks’
courtship, a wheelwright called John Bateman. But
the poor fellow came to regret the marriage when he
discovered his wife's criminal tendencies. John, too,
came from Thirsk and once Mary persuaded her
husband that his father - the town crier of Thirsk -
was seriously ill. He rushed off to Thirsk, only to
discover he had been hoaxed. While he was away, his
wife sold his clothes and all their furniture to repay a
victim who was threatening to go to the authorities.

Another time, Mary tricked her own mother out of
£10 by telling her she needed it to secure the release
of her brother who had been arrested for deserting
from the militia. She stole from a fellow lodger a
watch, silver spoon and two guineas, and after a
disastrous fire in 1796 she tramped the streets of
Leeds gathering sheets, clothing and money from
well-wishers, pretending she was collecting for the
victims. But she sold everything for her own benefit.

Then she took to fraud on an impressive scale. She
became a professional fortune teller and invented

mythical helpers called “Mrs. Moore” and “Miss
Blythe”, who were claimed to be able to solve all
problems. One victim was frightened into believing
her husband was in jail and only “Mrs. Moore” could
secure his release. She handed over money to Mary
Bateman and was delighted when her husband
returned home. Too late, she discovered he had never
been in jail at all.

Another victim, a soldier’'s wife, was tricked into
believing her husband was contemplating an illicit
affair. She was instructed to place pieces of coal in
front of her rival’s door and set fire to them, thus
consuming his
passion. When
the unfortunate
woman dis-
covered she had
been duped she
tried to kill
herself.

By now, Bate-
man had become
known through-
out Leeds as a
fortune teller,
warder-off of evil
spirits and a mira-
cle worker. Her
most infamous
trick involved a
hen said to lay
eggs bearing the
words “Christ is

A 19th century drawing of Mary

g Bateman, the Yorkshire Witch,
coming. Mary
who was hanged for murder in
produced the
eqggs with the slo 1809 (courtesy of the Thackray
9 Medical Museum, Leeds).
gan on them

from beneath the hen and charged the gullible a
penny to view them.

Her activities gradually became more sinister. Two
unmarried Quaker sisters and their mother died
mysteriously after taking medicine prescribed by her.
Bateman stripped their house clean, telling neigh-
bours the women had died of the plague.

By luck and cunning, Bateman managed to keep
out of the authorities’ grasp. But the case that was to
bring her to the gallows involved William Perigo, a
clothier of Bramley, near Leeds, and his wife Rebecca,
who believed she was cursed by an evil spirit. By
telling them she could get rid of the spirit, Bateman
milked the Perigos of all their worldly possessions.

When Rebecca Perigo complained of chest pains,
Mary supposedly sewed four money notes into the
couple’s bed and said they were to give her four
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golden guineas for “Miss Blythe” to replace them and
that instructions would follow. Letters from “Miss
Blythe” duly arrived, telling the couple to fasten
horseshoes over their door and demanding more
money to restore Mrs. Perigo to health. When the
Perigos began to ask questions, Bateman decided to
end their lives. She told them they were to eat pud-
dings, to which she had added poison, otherwise they
would die of a terrible disease. William Perigo could
not stomach more than a spoonful of the foul mix-
ture but his wife ate it, dying in agony in May 1807.

Even after this terrible event, the hapless William
Perigo went on being fleeced by Mary Bateman.
Finally, he decided to retrieve the notes from the bed
and found they were worthless pieces of paper.
Realising at last that he had been duped, he arranged
a meeting with Bateman at which she was arrested.
Her trial for fraud and murder took place at York in
March 1809. It didn't take the jury long to find her
guilty and she was sentenced to hang.

To the end, Bateman tried to cheat justice. She
pleaded she couldn’t be hanged because she was
four-and-a-half months pregnant. But the judge
empanelled a jury of 12 married women to examine
her. They decided she was lying and on March 20
1809 the Yorkshire Witch was led to her execution at
York before a large crowd, still pleading innocence.
After execution, Mary Bateman'’s body was given to
Leeds infirmary for dissection and part of her skel-
eton still exists, having been loaned to the Thackray
Medical Museum in Leeds.

If you have read this far, you are probably wonder-

ing by now what this tale has to do with my one-
name study. Well, having first come across it in a
couple of books, | found the story so intriguing that |
posted some details in YORKSGEN, an Internet group
devoted to Yorkshire genealogy. A couple of days
later | was browsing idly through my printouts of IGI
Stockdale/Stockdill entries for Yorkshire when |
chanced upon a marriage on May 19 1794 of a Mary
Stockdale and James Perigo at St. Peter's Church,
Leeds. | thought this coincidence enough, but, having
a strange feeling in my water, as they say, | whipped
rapidly through the IGI to the “R” first names and
found another wedding entry.

On October 2 1786, a marriage took place, also at
St. Peter’s, the main parish church of Leeds, between
Rebecca Stockdale and William Perrigo!

Surely, | thought, this must be the same Rebecca
Perigo who was murdered by Mary Bateman? Perigo,
whether spelt with one ' or two, is not exactly a
common name, and her husband’s name was William.
And did she also have a sister called Mary who
married William's brother, James? Rebecca’s birth/
baptism is not on the IGI but | found a Mary Stock-
dale baptised to Joshua Stockdale at Bramley, near
Leeds, in 1771, which made her a likely candidate for
the Mary who married James Perigo in 1794.

A little gobsmacked by this discovery, | wondered
what prompted me to tell the story of Mary Bateman
when | did and then to come across those marriage

entries on the IGlI only two days later, especially as |
had been through the Yorkshire IGI for Stockdales
and Stockdills umpteen times but the name Perigo
had not registered with me before. Mind you, there
are around 3,000 Stockdale/Stockdill IGI entries in
Yorkshire alone - it is the principal home of the
surname - so it’s hardly surprising.

Funny, though, that the two events should happen
so closely together. And how can | explain the feeling
that made me rush on to see if there was a Rebecca
Stockdale, having found a Mary Stockdale married to
a Perigo, when there was no logical reason why there
should have been? Coincidence? A hunch?

Whatever the truth, there was still one more act to
be played out in this saga, involving yet another
interesting coincidence. In May 1999 | was in charge
of the Yorkshire stand at the Society of Genealogists
Family History Fair in London when a charming man
introduced himself and asked to join the Stockdill
Family History Society. He was Professor John Todd, a
professor of chemistry at the University of Kent in
Canterbury — and a direct descendant of James Perigo
and Mary Stockdale!

Absorbed

By now | had become absorbed with the story of
Mary Bateman and | learned that Professor Todd, too,
had been researching the same events, for the unfor-
tunate Rebecca Perigo, née Stockdale, was a distant
great-aunt of his. He was able to confirm the ances-
tral details | had speculated on from the IGl and
supply me with the appropriate parish register
references. It transpired that Rebecca was born at
Bramley on May 29 1760, the eldest daughter of six
girls and two boys born to Joshua Stockdale and
Sarah Midgley, who were married on December 12
1756 at St. Peter’s, Leeds.

And here is yet another strange aspect of the story:
Joshua Stockdale was a stone merchant at Pudsey,
which is immediately adjacent to Bramley where the
family lived. A future task is to try and discover
whether his wife Sarah Midgley also came from
Pudsey - because my mother's paternal ancestors
were Midgleys from Pudsey!

Is it just remotely possible that |, too, am in fact
distantly related to the tragic Rebecca, though she
was no relation at all in the Stockdale line as far as |
know? | have yet to pursue this line of enquiry, but
nothing would surprise me now.

The tale of Rebecca Stockdale/Perigo is indeed a
sad one. But family historians can be a perverse lot
and a discovery such as this does bring an unex-
pected dash of piquancy to an otherwise mundane
study. D

RQY STOCKDILL
Member 2534

6 First Avenue
Garston, Watford
Herts WD2 6PZ
editor@one-name.org
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Serendipity, the Guild’s London Seminar
and my father’s old home

By Barbara Harvey

experienced a remarkable piece of personal

serendipity at the Guild’s excellent London

Regional Seminar in February. | was born in

the village of Bretby in Derbyshire, which
used to have a population of only about 400
inhabitants. During the lunch interval my attention
was caught by a poster of the Derbyshire World
War | Roll of Honour and | got into conversation
with its exhibitor, Dennis Nadin.

At the mention of Bretby he showed me one of
the Nadin newsletters and there on the cover was a
photograph of the house where my father had
spent his formative years! There could be no doubt
about it being the same house because of its very
unusual design. It is called Brizlincote Hall.

At the time of the Domesday Book, Brizlincote was
in the possession of Burton Abbey. At the dissolution

of the monasteries, Sir William
Paget bought it. In 1706,

Lord Stanhope, third
Earl of Chesterfield,
whose main
residence was at
nearby Bretby
Hall, bought it
and demolished
the original
house, replacing
it with one of
his own design,
which is unique
as it is a perfect
square with five
bays on each side. The earl intended it to be the
residence of his heir, but he died before it was
completed and the family never lived in it. It was
inhabited by a distant cousin, William Barnes, whose
son Philip married the daughter of Sir Humphrey
Trafford of Manchester. She died childless and left the
remainder of the lease to her agent, William Nadin.
William's youngest sons, Joseph and Nathaniel,
founded the colliery firm of J. & N. Nadin Ltd.

By the mid-1870s Brizlincote Hall was occupied as
a farm by my great-grandfather. The house has
fantastic views, but no longer as rural as they used
to be, due to the encroachment of Burton-on-Trent.
Being built on a promontory, the house was exposed
to the wind and having a symmetrical design, the
passages transverse it. As a result, my father always
described it as “the draughtiest house in the
kingdom.” When my great-grandfather died in
1909, his family owned other farms, so the tenancy
was not transferred. in 1923 the remainder of the
Chesterfield-Carnarvon estate was sold and
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Brizlincote was bought by the Lomas family, who
still farm there today.

When the sixth Earl of Chesterfield died, his
unmarried son and the widowed Countess lived
together at Bretby Hall. In 1871 the seventh Earl and
the Prince of Wales, later Edward VII, both
contracted typhoid fever. The Prince of Wales
recovered, but his friend did not. The estate was not
entailed and so devolved on the Countess. After the
death of his wife, Benjamin Disraeli became a
frequent visitor to Bretby Hall and is said to have
proposed to the Countess, but she gracefully
declined. When Disraeli died, she erected a
memorial plaque to him in Bretby Church. After her
death, the estate was inherited by the descendants
of her daughter, who had married the Earl of
Carnarvon.

Broken up

The 5th Earl of Carnarvon was more interested in
Egypt and the discovery of the tomb of
Tutankhamen than the Bretby estate and it was
broken up. Bretby Hall became an orthopaedic
hospital, renowned for the treatment of
tuberculosis when rest, fresh air and good food
were the traditional regime and for which the 600-
acre park was ideal. Many modern buildings have
been built in the grounds.

Bretby Church was a chapelry of Repton and both
are dedicated to St. Wystan. The baptism register
from 1766 to 1813 was written in a parchment folio
volume of unlined paper, with an average entry in
the early years of five per annum. The pre-printed
baptismal register runs from 1813 to 1897. Only
members of the Chesterfield family were buried
near to the church before 1895 when the
churchyard was enlarged. For some reason, the
church was not licensed for marriages until 1911.

I had great difficulty in finding my great
grandparents on the 1881 census CDs, as they are
indexed as Martin instead of Startin - not a spelling
variation that | had thought of. But as | knew they
lived at Brizlincote Hall, | managed to locate them. D
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