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From the =
Editor's  ®=
desk &

NE of the Guild's Regional

Representatives set me think-

ing with an interesting e-mail

message. At a meeting of
members in her county, a straw poll
revealed that the split between those
who were computerised and on the
Internet and those who were not was
about 50/50. | would imagine this equa-
tion is probably true of most family
history societies.

However, she made a good point in
mentioning that even those who are
non-computerised at home often have
access to the Internet at their local
library. Could not the Journal, she sug-
gested, publish a list of websites useful
to one-namers? In fact, | did ask in the
January Journal that if anyone spotted
any sites covering specialist areas of
interest, such as occupational indexes,
they could send them to me. | am rep-
eating this request now and hope to
publish a list in the next issue.

On the wider front, | am very con-
scious of the fact that many members
still do not use computers. It is a con-
stant concern to me in getting the
balance of material in the Journal
right. Inevitably, computer-orientated
features will be appearing regularly -
viz, the article in this issue on drawing
attention to your web page - but | am
determined that as long as the Journal
remains the Guild’s flagship it will serve
the needs and interests both of compu-
ter users and those who stick to the
more traditional methods of research.

We are going to have to face the
fact that more and more people are
going to be using computers as time
goes on. However, | am against the
policy so many family history journals
seem to operate of publishing compu-
ter genealogy in a separate section,
since | think that only encourages the
dichotomy - and in my view family
historians must not become divided
into the “haves” and “have nots”. That
is to say, those who use computers and
those who don‘t. Such a division would
surely be a backward step for us all. O

ROY STOCKDILL




Chairman’s Notes
By Alec Tritton

YEAR has gone by since

your committee had the

wherewithal to appoint

me as Chairman. It has
been a very busy year for both
the Guild and me personally. My
predecessor, Roger, didn't quite
prepare me for the workload
commitment that goes with the
position!

Membership at the end of the
year stands at an all-time high
and at the time of writing
resignations are also at an all
time low. | don‘t think we will
quite make the “2000 in 2000”
but we should come close. This,
of course, has not been possible
without the support and efforts
of members of the committee
and all those members filling vital
non-committee positions. | would
like to express my thanks to all.

No election

This year there have once
again not been enough nomina-
tions to cause an election and we
are still not up to the full comple-
ment of committee members. |
would, though, like to thank the
retiring members David Abbott
and Mary Rix for their past work
for the Guild and to take this
opportunity to welcome on your
behalf the new committee mem-
bers Ken Toll and Sandra Turner.

Secretary’s Notes
By Jim Isard

AN | remind all mem-

bers who have e-mail

addresses to let wus

know when they
change them? When you move
house you always let everyone
know your new address, but
most people seem to forget
about notifying changes in their
e-mail address.

When | get enquiries about a
name being researched, | always
give the name and address of the
member, plus their e-mail address

The Lambeth Seminar was
extremely well attended and was
thoroughly enjoyed by all. Giving
seminars a theme seems to be a
very successful idea and, as a con-
sequence, the next seminar in
Warwickshire will be given over
to computers. This will be fol-

“Membership
stands at an
all-time high”
lowed at some time in the future

by one on occupations.

The AGM & Conference is
being attended by higher num-
bers than the last two years and
plans are now well under way for
the 2002 Conference. We have
invited representation from the
local family history societies in
the Coventry area as well as the
Federation. All have responded
positively and an inaugural sub-
committee meeting was held in
March where the foundations of
what should be a memorable
conference were laid.

My main concern at the

if they have one. | then send a
test message to their e-mail
address. More and more | am
finding this bounces back as
"address not known”.

Guild address

You can, of course, take advan-
tage of the Guild's one-name.org

moment is to find someone to
organise the 2001 conference. |
would like to see it being held
further north, so if you feel thiat
you would like to be part off a
team to assist with the orgamis-
ation, then please let me know.

Register changes

The Sixteenth Register accom-
panies this journal and, as you
will have probably noticed, it js
now in A4 format. There will be
some of you, | appreciate, wio
prefer the AS version, but | am
afraid we have become the victim
of our own success. The costs of
production in AS are now maore
expensive than this A4 version.

We have also taken the oppar-
tunity to make some fundamen-
tal changes. Part 4 is now
incorporated into Part 1 and as
we are a Guild of individuals, Part
5 has been removed altogether.
Costs are something that we are
always trying to keep down bt
this year, from the figures | hawe
seen, we have only just managed
to keep our head above water.

The new committee will hawe
to make some hard decisions
about our future and if omce
again elected as Chairman | wwill
let you know the results of
those deliberations in the July
Jjournal. D

address. It is free to do this amd
then you only have to notify ome
person of your change of address.
If you want to take advantage of
this facility check out our website
at www.one-name.org on how to
do this.

More and more family history
is being conducted on the
internet, so please let us hawe
your change of e-mail address.

You may be missing out @n
potential new contacts if you
don’t. O

* THE retiring Treasurer Dawid
Abbott’s farewell notes are ©n
page 16.
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Colum;l

S you read in the

January edition of the

Journal, | was collecting

information with regard
to researchers who took fees and
then did not supply the client
with  either documents or
research, However, the only com-
plaint | received at that time did
not involve a Guild member and
it was decided by the Committee
that on this basis we could not
proceed.

It was subsequently decided
that |, as Vice-Chairman of the
Guild, would undertake to look
into complaints from any family
historian and these would be
brought to the attention of the
Federation of Family History
Societies. This was posted on a
number of county family history
mailing lists.

Dissatisfied

I have received information
from a number of dissatisfied
clients, mainly by e-mail. What
has emerged is that in several
cases the fault lies in poor busi-
ness practices, rather than any
intention to defraud the client. A
client has every right to make
stipulations as to what he or she
expects. Therefore, | suggest the
following, taking into considera-
tion that | was once a part-time
professional genealogist:

1) Establish whether you wish
to employ a record agent or a
genealogist. A record agent will
obtain documents or photocopies
of documents which you specify,
while a genealogist works to a
much wider brief and normally
acts more on his or her initiative.

2) Money paid in advance
should be acknowledged
promptly on receipt.

3) One should be clear how the
researcher’s fees are ascertained.

Is there an hourly fee for research
in record offices? Is there a fee
for transcription and writing up
the report? Are travelling
expenses and photocopies of doc-
uments charged at cost? if not,
how are they charged? In the
case of a record agent who only
supplies copies of birth, marriage
and death certificates, normally a
scale of fees relate to obtaining
each certificate. Make sure there
are no hidden charges.

4) Make sure the researcher is
given all relevant information
and that it is accurate. | was once
asked to search for a marriage
and given a date prior to the
birth of either party! Also make
sure there is sufficient informa-
tion to justify a search. Geneal-
ogists are not miracle workers
and information such as: “George
Smith, believed to be born in
Surrey about 1830,” is simply
insufficient.

5) Tell the researcher you
would like an interim report
every six to eight weeks, even if it
is negative, and that all sources
searched are listed. This is very
important, as later you may wish
to employ another researcher
and you need to know what has
already been searched.

Also, your only check that the
work is being done, and is not
fictitious, is to know the sources.
One could check by contacting a
record office listed and asking
for verification of a piece of
information.

6) Ask for an itemised invoice
to date with each interim report.
You will then see where the
money is going and it will help
you to make a decision as to
whether it is worthwhile continu-
ing the search. A good geneal-
ogist may well make suggestions
for future lines of research and it

Agree clear

guidelines
when hiring
a researcher

is up to the client to decide
whether or not to take this
advice. This is not normally a
scheme to make more money, but
the genealogist using his or her
expertise to point the way in the
future.

7) A problem may arise if an
overseas client with no sterling
bank account decides to discon-
tinue the search before all the
original payment is spent. Per-
sonally, | do not think that a
researcher should have to bear
the cost of converting sterling
into a foreign currency. There-
fore, | would suggest not com-
mitting too large a sum initially
until one sees how things are
progressing.

Overseas caution

It is of particular importance
that overseas clients exercise
every caution, since the remedy
of taking a researcher to the
Small Claims Court and getting,
if necessary, a county court judge-
ment is not open to them as it is
to a person living in the UK.

| have discussed options for
clients living in the UK, where a
researcher has taken money and
has not submitted either docu-
ments and/or a report, with a
representative of the Surrey Trad-
ing Standards, who stated that
recourse should be to the Small

Claims Court. In this regard,
remember that a county court
judgement, if not paid, will

appear as an outstanding debt on
credit references for a period of
Six years.

Also, you can obtain from the
Citizens’ Advice Bureau, the
address for the office in Birming-
ham which supplies information
on bankruptcies and the office in
London supplying information on
county court judgements. )
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Don’t let disability be a barrier
to your one-name research

By Viv Dunstan

UNDERTAKING family history research can be
not only a time-consuming pastime but also a
physically demanding one as well - all that
travelling to record offices, foot-slogging
round the shelves and humping books and
files about. But special problems face those
researchers who are disabled, not least in
gaining access if they are in a wheelchair.

However, in this article Scottish Guild
member VIV DUNSTAN describes how being
largely housebound did not necessarily mean
the end of her research. In particular, she
emphasises the use the disabled can make of
computerised online indexes. We hope Viv's
experiences will encourage other members
with similar difficulties.

AMILY history research, never mind one-

name study research, is often based upon

extensive visits to record offices, libraries

and LDS family history centres, etc. But
what if you are restricted in your ability to make
such visits, perhaps because of work patterns,
family commitments, iliness, disability or, as in some
cases, geographical location? Is a one-name study
feasible? What might some of the problems be, and
how might they be overcome?

Because of illness | am mostly housebound now
and virtually unable to visit archives. But | hope that
I am still able to run a worthwhile one-name study. |
wasn’t always in this position and before my iliness
was able to carry out lots of extensive research
myself, including the research that formed the basis
for my future one-name study.

So in a strange way | can see both sides, and
compare the situation | am in now with that | was in
before. Equally, though, my situation is probably
very different from someone who could not do the
earlier research.

Accessibility problems

In this article | will discuss some of the problems |
have encountered and some of the solutions - or
alternative approaches - | have adopted in my one-
name study of the surname CAVERS, a name with a
Scottish origin but with migration and emigration
taking bearers of the surname to elsewhere in the
British Isles and overseas to places as far afield as
Canada, USA, Australia and New Zealand.

Accessibility to record offices is not just an issue
for wheelchair users, of whom | am one from time
to time, but can also affect people with other
disabilities. If eyesight, balance and/or walking are

poor, then cramped archives and
libraries may be too hazardous.
I've had particular difficulties in the past with family
history society libraries which are often in small
premises and at the same time packing in as mamy
microfilm/fiche readers and other resources as
possible, for understandable reasons.

Even if an archive is accessible in the sense of
entering the building and getting around, lack of
strength and/or stamina can pose problems, fior
example, in handling heavy volumes or repeatedly
fetching microfiche or microfilm records.

In some cases staff at the archives may be able to
help, but often they are very busy. Fortunately, my
husband has accompanied me in the past, thwus
saving me trying to lift things | cannot manage amd
stopping me tiring too quickly. Even if an archiwe
charges for access, they may admit a helper for a
disabled person for free, as the General Register
Office for Scotland has done for us.

Working from home

Over the last few years my record office visits
have sharply declined, however, so that most of my
research is now done from home.

Since my record office visits have declined, | hawe
found other ways of gathering new information for
my one-name study. Computerised data has been
particularly helpful to me. Many indexes and other
resources are available now on computer, providing
new ways of searching records, and quickly gather-
ing considerable quantities of information.

I cannot visit my local LDS family history centre,
but have been lucky to have friends check the
computer indexes for me. These indexes include the
IGI — great for me because it includes Scottish births
and marriages from civil registration certificates for
1855-1875; the “Scottish Church Records” index of
pre-1855 Church of Scotland baptisms and marriages
(also on computer at the GRO in Edinburgh amd
online at Scots Origins); and the 1881 British censws
index. All are just indexes: researchers must follow
them to the original records. Yet by gathering index
references | collect leads | can pass on to fellow
Cavers researchers.

Online indexes

Some civil registration indexes are online now,
either pay-per-view or free. | can use the Internet at
home, but even if | could not, | might have a friend
who could, or a fellow Cavers researcher. Through
Scots Origins | have extracted Scottish civil registra-
tion index references for 1855-1898, extending tihe
references | already had from the computerised

6
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indexes in Edinburgh. Online indexes for some
Canadian and Australian states have been useful
too. Beyond civil registration, | have traced emi-
grants to Canada using the online 1871 Ontario
census index and British Columbia and Ontario
Cemetery Finders. In the Scottish context again,
Scots Origins gives me access to the 1891 Scottish
census index.

Not every index is computerised yet, and a major
gap for me has been indexes to English and Welsh
civil registration records. FreeBMD is a project to
computerise the English and Welsh civil registration
indexes, but it has a long way to go. In the mean-
time, | have been very lucky to have two very good
friends who have kindly noted many references
from the English and Welsh indexes for me,
especially in the 19th century, allowing a good tie-in
with the 1881 census index references.

With a bottomless fund of money it would be

: possible to hire
”RGCIPI'OC&I researchers to follow
research of

up all appropriate

. sources and leads. But

any kind can funds are tight for me,

1 so | employ researchers

be hlghly very rarely, and only

Useful for a for very strategically-

. d selected queries. For

restricted one- similar reasons, the

name studier.” volume of books | can

purchase is limited,

though | try to maintain a good collection covering

my home county and the originating county of the
surname of my one-name study.

Fortunately, inter-library loans let me access many
books of use in my research. Similarly, e-mail has
allowed me to contact other Guild researchers
offering to look up GOONS surnames in their refer-
ence collections. Thus | have checked Cavers
references in many published census indexes, with-
out leaving my home and at minimal cost to me. In
return | offer to look up many of my Scottish Border
reference books. Reciprocal research of any kind can
be highly useful for a restricted one-name studier!

Computer contact

Apart from data gathering, computers have
helped me contact fellow Cavers researchers. | place
details of my Cavers research in many online county
surname lists, and regularly send short announce-
ments about my one-name study to relevant online
mailing lists, leading to more contacts. Even when |
advertise my one-name study in family history
magazines | include my e-mail address so people can
email me if they wish to, as many have done. E-mail
correspondence is also easier for me: e-mail letters
are generally less easy for me to lose (I misplace far
too many things), and do not require a trip to the
postbox to be sent.

As things stand, my one-name study is growing
steadily. Already | have corresponded with dozens of

Cavers researchers, in many cases extending their
family lines extensively, and putting them in touch
with cousins (often myself!). If someone writes to
me with a Scottish Cavers ancestor from the 19th
century or earlier, | can usually quickly identify their
forebear, together with an extensive family tree,
both sideways and up-and-down in time.

Even if | cannot immediately connect their fore-
bear, | should be able to point them towards sources
that will take their line back in time (often giving
them precise references from indexes to the
sources), and invite them to write back to me when
they have followed up the leads. Outside Scotland,
my collection of references is growing - for exam-
ple, in England and the United States of America,
and also in Ontario in Canada, where a small num-
ber of Scots Cavers emigrants left many
descendants.

Prior collection

When | started my one-name study | was lucky to
already have an extensive collection of notes from
Scottish parish registers, census returns and civil
registration certificates. All concerned my own
Cavers relatives, but, fortunately, my extended
Cavers family tree seems to have accounted for most
Cavers people in Scotland in the 19th century, and
indeed worldwide then, as far as | can tell so far.

Because of my prior research | was aware of the
rarity of the surname - 141 Cavers/Cavirs references
in the 1881 British census - and its localised nature
(45 of those are in Roxburghshire, another 46 in
neighbouring counties). Yet even knowing that, |
am not sure if | would have dared to undertake a
one-name study without my existing pre-iliness
research notes, or dared registering a one-name
study with the Guild. | knew that to do so would
involve committing myself to a project researching
the surname worldwide, not just branches of my
family. Could | tackle this?

On reflection, | think that the answer is yes, in
principle anyway, but | doubt that | will ever attain
category A or B membership of the Guild. | think it
would be unrealistic of me to expect to do so in the
circumstances.

I am also now focussing mainly on the pre-1900
period, in order to make my task more manageable.
I am all too aware of the limitations of my study,
but am comforted by the fact that | am already
dealing with a high degree of record linkage among
pre-1900 Cavers families, making it a rewarding
study for me, and one where | have been able to
help fellow Cavers researchers immensely. )

VIV DUNSTAN

Member 2847

1 Cupar Mills

Millgate

Cupar

Fife KY15 S5EH

e-mail: viv.dunstan@one-name.org
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Carpet cleaning to paint — innovative
Scottish Orrs who led the way

By Brian Orr

C. SMOUT, in his excellent History of the

Scottish Peoples 1560-1830, tells us that it

was the ability to adapt and improve

machinery and processes that saw the
change from linen to cotton manufacture in the
Paisley and Glasgow areas during the 1800s. With
this grew a strong competition in the market place
for so long enjoyed by the Lancashire cotton
manufacturers.

It was this competition that caused Samuel
Oldknow, a Lancashire textile magnate, to utter the
comment: “Scotch impudence and perseverance is
beyond all.” Concomitants of the industrial growth
were more and better roads and canals for the
carriage of raw materials for the new iron works.
These developments meant more employment,
urban growth, higher standards of living and a
demand for the conveniences of life. The consumer
society and service industries
began to emerge.

As part of my Orr One

Name Study, | decided to look

™

{."4 L ] for Scottish Orrs who were
*-; innovative in some way and
x4 -, found the following exam-

* f.,‘% ] ples...
- It was against the back-
ground of a demand from
b the middle classes for the
, g “elegancies of life” that a

niche market for a carpet
cleaning service was found
and exploited by Alex
ander Orr (1839-1919) of
Edinburgh. | am indebted
to his grandson, Alex-
ander C. Orr of Scone,
Perthshire, for the information on his ancestor and
the business.

We tend to think of carpets merely as floor
covering but in the 18th century it was commonly a
thick woollen fabric used to cover tables and beds.
The manufacture of hand-made carpets as floor
coverings was brought from France and it was not
until the 19th century that power looms were
introduced. During the 19th century homes were
carpeted with free-lying squares and when soiled
were lifted and beaten with flails. Alexander Orr
Senior was a cabinet maker and upholsterer who
had premises in Pitt Street, Edinburgh. He started a
carpet cleaning business and developed industrial
machinery for the purpose which he patented in
1887.

Very simply, he improved the construction and

= i 5 y
GEORGE Marshall Orr,

son of carpet cleaning
pioneer Alexander Orr

way the machine beat and cleaned carpets and the
way the dust was collected. He produced his
machines in three sizes, 15ft. 17ft. and 20ft. long,
using Oregon pine for the casing. On his death the
rights passed to his son, Thomas Orr (1864-1929)
who had trained as an engineer and who continued
production in Fettes Row, Edinburgh. These indus-
trial machines were used by carpet cleaners,
laundries, house furnishers and the like, with weal|
over 100 in use throughout the UK and abroad.

The carpet cleaning side of the business was
managed by another son, George Marshall Qrr
(1879-1939 ), who took over the manufacturing side
in 1929. He continued manufacture and spent a deal
of time travelling at home and abroad supervising
assembly and installation. During this period a
modern dust extraction unit was added. A further
son, Richard (d. 1986), had an interest in the busi-
ness and set up his own carpet cleaning business in
Liberton, Edinburgh, which closed down in 1986.

In 1923 George Orr, now trading under his own
name, moved from Fettes Row, firstly to Drum Brae
Road, Corstorphine, and then to larger, more
modern premises on the Glasgow Road, Corstor-
phine, where he ran the business until his death in
1939. All types of rugs, carpets and tapestries were
received for cleaning while repairs and alterations
were carried out on traditional and oriental carpets.

These services were carried out for the public and
trade customers, as well as for insurance companies.
A furnishing department offered an innovatory
Home Selection Service where pattern books were
delivered to people’s homes for leisurely selection.
From 1939 until 1959 the family of George comn-
tinued to run the business before it passed to his
son, Alexander C. Orr.

Now well into the 20th century, the Orr Carpet
Beating Machine was of sufficient significance to be
included in the Design Review published by the
Council of Industrial Design for the 1951 Festival of
Britain.

Change was, however, catching up with the
market place as general standards of living
improved and the introduction of fitted carpets with
in situ cleaning resulted in less lifting of carpets for
cleaning. Sadly, the call for the machines became
less and the last two were produced in the 1960s - @
reconditioned machine for England and a final new
machine with metal framework (another innova-
tion) to South Africa. Regular orders were still
executed for spares but continuation was not viablie
and the firm of George Qrr (Machine Makers and
Carpet Cleaners) ceased trading on June 21 1968.

The invention may not rank in the public mind

h—»
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alongside those of other famous Scots - John Logie
Baird (television), John Boyd Dunlop (car tyres) or
John Paul Jones (the US Navy) to mention just a few
- but it did bring to many a better quality of day-to-
day life for the best part of 100 years. For that our
grateful thanks.

Smout tells us it was the middle classes who
provided the merchants, entrepreneurs and inven-
tors of the first phase of the Industrial Revolution.

The Industrial Revolution in Scotland did not
happen overnight but the Scots already had a
reputation for the design of agricultural implements
and the improvement of machinery, such as Small's
new plough design (1763), Andrew Meikle's power-
driven threshing machine (1786) and Patrick Bell's
horse-drawn reaper (1826). In America Hugh Orr
(1717-1798) of Lochwinnoch was responsible for the
introduction of the first tilt hammer, new ploughing
tools and guns for the American revolutionaries.

Following the American War of Independence,
there was an impetus to the cotton industry in
Scotland and the use of new technology from
Lancashire. This saw the
likes of Neil Snodgrass ; ~
of Glasgow inventing
the scutching machine

used in wool prepara- |’
tion (1792), William
Kelly of New Lanark

who applied power to
Compton’s mule (1790)
and Archibald Buchanan
who built the first inte-

grated cotton mill ‘
(1807). This expansion SCOTTISH-born Ljhem:st

led to other demands in John Bryson Orr, mv_entor
bleaching, dying and of Orr’s Zinc White

printing. Thus, the Vale of Leven enjoyed greater
prosperity and saw the foundation of the St. Rollox
chemical works, the biggest chemical works in the
world in its day, making bleaching powder.

From my perambulations round the Internet |
knew of the US Patent Office index and had noted
some six patents held by Orrs, all in the field of
industrial chemistry. 1 was, therefore, delighted
when fellow member Tony Newman gave me
information of a privately printed book “Orr’s Zinc
White - The First Fifty Years” printed by the Imperial
Smelting Corporation in 1948 and the story of an
innovative home-grown chemist, John Bryson Orr
(1840-1933), born in Blantyre, Lanarkshire.

J. B. Orr developed and patented a process for
the manufacture of a paint pigment, “Orr’s Zinc
White” (Patent 517 of 1874), which had a novel
manufacture as it included a calcining process (heat
treatment) of the basic chemicals. His process led to
a major change in the pigment and paint industry.
Perhaps older members can recall, with me, the task
of whitewashing or “liming” the walls of the
detached toilet (closet, dry earth type) and the
walls of the back yard because it brought a bright-

ness and sense of space to it. J. B. Orr was the
creator of Duresco, the first washable distemper
widely used on both internal and external walls.

J. B. Orr was the son of a dyer and was appren-
ticed to the firm of Lewis, McLellan and Co., oil and
colourmen and drysalters in Glasgow, where he
studied chemistry at the Andersonian College. He
travelled widely and was in Europe on the outbreak
of the Franco-German war, so he acted as an unoffi-
cial war correspondent for a Glasgow newspaper.
He returned to Glasgow and in 1872 set up a factory
for the manufacture of “lithopone” which meant
merely a white mineral product prepared artificially
rather than occurring naturally.

Black is white and vice versa

An amusing aspect of the earlier products was a
chameleon-like behaviour in bright sunlight, rather
like the silver compounds used in photographic
film. There is the case of a policeman on point duty
in a supposedly white rubber coat but which was, in
fact, black on the sunny side and white on the
shady. And that of the farmer whose freshly
painted white gate turned black at noon but was
white again when the puzzled painter was brought
to the scene in the late afternoon.

J. B. Orr's invention produced a lightfast product
and in time became the basic pigment for the paint
industry. In 1930 the company was merged with the
Imperial Smelting Corporation Ltd., of which he was
a director until his death on September 23 1933.

The significance of the invention to the town of
Widnes in Lancashire was great. Until 1898 J. B. Orr
had devoted himself to the colour trade but in that
year he expanded into industrial development at
the Vine Works, Widnes. Workers of the area were
long used to handling chemicals and with a good
hinterland for raw materials,

Widnes was a prime location for the manufacture
of a product that grew to over a quarter of a million
tons annually. The works was a significant employer
and one renowned and way ahead of its time for
conferring benefits of pensions, welfare, forums for
discussion and opportunities for job enhancement
and advancement.

| would commend Professor Smout’s book and
also the companion volume, A Century of the
Scottish People 1830-1950, to anyone interested in
placing their ancestors into the context of their
time.

Examining their contribution to the world, no
matter how small, is interesting and J. B. Orr is now
more than a single line entry in my database. )

BRIAN J. ORR

Member 2986

47, Heatherways

Formby

Merseyside L37 7HL

E mail : 113257.3213@compuserve.com
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How researching first names can
aid your one-name study o

By John Titterton

HE term, one-name study, is usually con-

sidered to apply to a surname. The study

of the use of first names can also be infor-

mative and of assistance to family
historians.

In a letter in the Journal in October 1998, | out-
lined how, following a marriage in 1733 of John
Titterton to Jane Edensor, the name Edensor came
to be used regularly as a first or second name for my
own branch of the Titterton family up to the
present day. This can be very useful because any
Edensor Titterton, or relative thereof, must fit
somehow onto their tree.

The names Penn and Tarratt have also been used
repeatedly by two separate Titterton families. The
Titterton-Penn and Titterton-Tarratt marriages have
not been found yet and it may be that the names
were not the maiden names of a Titterton bride but
the maiden name of a Titterton mother-in-law!

Another unusual Titterton first name is Thomasin.
Between 1794 and 1871 there were four Thomasin
Tittertons christened. They were the daughter,
grand-daughters and great grand-daughter of John
Titterton and Jane Maria (nee Hancock). John and
Jane Maria must have instilled a strong belief in
perpetuating family names. They had three grand-
sons who used Edensor as a first or second name
and a daughter who married a Foster christened a
son and daughter Edensor and Thomasin Foster.

Origins of Thomasin

Because it is unusual, one can trace back the
origin of the name Thomasin as a family name. Once
again, the Titterton-Edensor marriage is responsible.
John Titterton who married Jane Maria was the
grandson of John Titterton and Jane Edensor,
referred to previously. Jane Edensor’s mother was
Thomasin, nee Beresford. This Thomasin was just
one of several Thomasin Beresfords who were
descended from Richard Beresford and his wife

CHRISTIAN NAME

| TITTERTON FAMILY BRANCHES NICHOLAS
Alstonfwd 1530-1700 1 I & | & | 2
Ashbourne 1600-1720 | 1 [ Tz | 7
'.\f’..ruwnr'.hf‘ﬁz-qal:;- | [ [ |8
Taran 1750-1850 [ U | 1 |
Cauldon 1530-1600 I 1 3
Grindon 1850-1730 | s [ 4
fdensor 1730-1850 | [ 7 | 9
TApestord 1700-1850 I l ' K

HENRY |GEORGE |WILLIAM | JOMN | THOMAS | RICHARD | HUMPHREY

s | | =
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Butterton 17351850
Kemberton 1700-1850
Hartington 1760-1850
Joseoh LY 1700-1830
M:stc!‘lég

AR AR I 2

|| o

w-n‘-lu.lao-nllt

Thomasin Daykyn of Parwich in Derbyshire (livimg
circa 1550). Other Thomasin descendants of Richaird
and his wife are to be found in the families of Roe
and Daykyn.

Thus, the christian name can be seen to pass from
the Daykyn family circa 1550, through the Beresford,
Edensor and Titterton families to Thomasin Tittertan
born 1871. Further research may trace the namme
back another 150 years to 1386 and the christenimg
of Thomasin Meynill, a Derbyshire co-heiress. Fram
her marriage to Reginald Dethick and marriages of
daughters in subsequent generations to Basset amd
Erdswick families she was ancestress of Richard
Beresford who married Thomasin Daykyn. Ome
might also surmise that Thomasin Meynill was an
ancestress of the Daykyn family.

First-name significance

The continuous use of the name Thomasin
through successive generations and through differ-
ent families demonstrates clearly what all family
historians know: there is some significance to the
choice of first names in a family. Can one-name
studies use this pattern to help produce hypotheses
as to which main branches as yet “unattached”
branches can be attached?

The table shows a count of the first name used by
various branches of the Titterton One-Name Studly.
The various Titterton families seem to fall into two
groups. One has a concentration of John, William
and George with no Richards; and the other has a
mixture of John, William and George with Thomas,
and Richard in particular.

The Grindon family is the ancestor of the Edensor,
Apesford, Kemberton and Butterton families amd
one can see a clear dominance of the names John,
George and William to the exclusion of other
names. Chronologically, there are two possibile
parent families for the Grindon family - eithver
Cauldon or Alstonfield. Strong circumstantial ewa-

TEDWARD | JOSEPH | SAMUEL | EDENSOR | OT

HER

7 I 2 I 3
! -

1

'''''' ? 3

o

3
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dence suggests that it is the Cauldon family and,
although the sample is small, the pattern of first
naming tends to confirm this.

Likewise, the Ashbourne family could be a branch
of either Cauldon or Alstonfield. Comparison of the
first names of the Ashbourne and Alstonfield fam-
ilies shows a close correlation and suggests that the
former is a branch of the latter. Strong circumstan-
tial evidence suggests that the Wirksworth family is
part of the Ashbourne family. This agrees with the
christian naming pattern.

There are few clues to the background of the
Hartington and Tarratt families, but first-name
evidence suggests the former belongs to Grindon
and the latter to Ashbourne. The Misterton family
could also be of Grindon descent with the addition
of Samuel being explained by the name of a father-
in-law or another person of family significance. Such
clues can be useful.

The above analysis has been based on the consist-

s TP S

A e, i SR

ent use of a group of particular first names. The use
of completely alien first names can also be used to
explain the background of a family. The Beresford
family has consistent naming patterns but in one
branch in which | was interested there was a Julius
Beresford. He was the only Julius Beresford. His
father was a Richard Beresford, but there were
several candidates. One possible identity for Richard
was as a brother to a Thomas Beresford of Exhall,
Warwickshire.

To me, the conclusive proof that Richard and
Thomas were brothers is not a piece of genealogical
evidence. Thomas Beresford had a business partner
named Julius Deedes of Kent. This is surely the
origin of the first name of Richard’s son.

People choose their children’s names for a reason;
it is not random selection. Whilst we may not know
today what the precise reasoning was, we can still
see the pattern and in some circumstances use it to
assist our one-name study research. )

T e D T I

TS FVIRE BA b e U S

Oh, what a Ioad of (double- barrelled) Morgans'

NCE upon a time, before they took my

pension fund, | used to believe that MOR-

GAN and MORGANS were exclusive,

strong and very Welsh names from the
valleys. Despite being number 30 in the list of most
popular surnames (that TV writer was correct in
doing a series for Smith and Jones), | took the
plunge and became one of, | think, only six of those
top names to register with the Guild.

Comments varied from “must be mad” to “about
time somebody took an interest in us”, so | helped
to form The Morgan Society which now has kindred
bodies in Australia, England and Wales, Ireland and
Scotland, with links to Canada, New Zealand and
the USA.

| was fine until | acquired a copy (free) of the
1999 Electoral Roll. It is not the full version (that
would cost £149.99) but after a lot of maneouvering
I discovered a way of checking the Name Dictionary
for Morgan/Morgans.

Unbelievably, in the UK alone there are an addi-
tional few names and | listed:

Double Names (unhyphenated) 3
Double Names (hyphenated) 243
Others (including foreign versions) 53
TOTAL ..o assssssssunsss 327

Once upon a time, when men were men and the
women wore chastity belts, double names were a
sign that the Archbishop’s message had not been
received by the peasants. Nowadays, | can only
assume it is part of New Labour’s snob policy in
preparation for the abolishment of the House of
Lords.

But what a selection to choose from! They start at
MORGAN-ABEL and end at MORGAN-YORK. No

MORGAN-MORGAN has been discovered as yet but,
then, that is a common first namelsurname situation
anyway and has been for centuries.

There are plenty of MORGAN-JONES, MORGAN-
THOMAS and MORGAN-WILLIAMS from the other
side of Offa’s Dyke but as a sign of our new society
what about MORGAN-AHIABA, MORGAN-ATUTU,

MORGAN-BUSUTTILl, MORGAN-CRESCI, MORGAN-
DE-BRUYN, MORGAN-LAUSARE, MORGAN-
MANALANG MORGAN-PERSAD or MORGAN-

TAMOSUNAS?

Celtic ring

There is a strong Celtic ring about MORGAN-
CONNOR and MORGAN-MURPHY and, not to keep
the English out of the scene, how about MORGAN-
JONES and MORGAN JONES (no hyphen), MORGAN-
BENNETT, MORGAN-BROWN, MORGAN-OXFORD
and MORGAN-WINSDALE.

| am not too sure about MORGAN-SEN (Senior?)
or MORGAN-REV'D (Reverend?) and MORGANA is
followed by MORGANELLA, MORGANFIELD, MOR-
GANI, MORGANL, MORGANN, and MORGANR, but
there is absolutely no doubt about MORGANSON
and MORGEN.

So | now need to ask two questions: have the
Morgans got the largest number of unusual and
double names, instead of just the original two, and
do | have to register them all with the Guild? | only
have four choices at present. )

DAVID MORGAN
Member 2180

11 Arden Drive
Dorridge

Solihull

West Midlands B93 8LP
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Hidden data that draws readers

to your web page
By David Hawgood

HEN writing an article for the January
Journal about the LDS Church
FamilySearch website, | noticed that the
titles and descriptions of some web
pages are not informative or enticing. What | am
talking about is the information seen by someone
using a search engine, not the information seen by
someone who has actually connected to a site.

Then in the Guild Forum (e-mail list) David
Mowbray sent a puzzled enquiry. Someone told him
that the title of his home page was just “Home
Page”. He thought he had cured it by changing the
file name to “Mowbray Matters”, but that didn’t
help.

The answer to both of these lies in title and
description information held with the web page,
but not visible when looking at the page. It is not
even visible when editing the page unless you know
how to look. | warn you now that the only way to
explain this is to go into the HTML control codes for
the page. But here’s an even stronger warning - if
you don't pay attention to the title and description,
people may not find or look at your pages.

In some web editing programs there is provision
for seeing and editing the hidden information. But
it may be quite obscure. In FrontPage Express | go to
the file menu, then “page properties”, then
“Custom”, then “User Variables” and choose “Add”.
At this stage | have to know the correct name and
the format needed. | find it easier to edit the HTML
code - although it looks horrendous at first. HTML
stands for HyperText Markup Language.

if you “view source” for the page, the hidden
information is in the <head> of the document. Some
of it is In lines that start <meta. These are called

meta tags. Meta information is information about
the page which is not displayed to the reader. The
<head> of the Palgrave Society page is shown in
Figure 1. The page is at...
www.ffhs.org.uk/members/palgrave.htm.

Derek Palgrave accepted an offer from the
Federation to provide member societies with simple
web pages. | designed these pages.

I will first explain how the various elements are
used by search engines. Then | will explain how you
can add them or alter them in your web page.

Search Engines

Search engines like AltaVista, Lycos and Google
index substantial parts of the text on millions of
web pages. If you submit your site to a seamch
engine and it is accepted, the search engine follawws
links within your site and looks at your links to otlher
sites. It also looks to see who else is linking to your
site. Someone does a search, let's say for
“yourname” AND “genealogy”. It may find
thousands of pages with both "yourname” and
“genealogy” in the text, so it has to rate them. First
of all should be a site with title Yourname
Genealogy. Then others with both words in the title.

After this, different search engines have different
procedures. Some will put next pages with bath
words in the description. Others will put next pages
where the words occur frequently in the keywords
and text. Words appearing in headings may also get
higher ranking. If you want to read about this, look
at http:lisearchenginewatch.com/ (recommended on
the Guild Forum by Barrie Minney). This site has
been my source for details about search engines.

So the search engine finds your page — what does

<html>
<head>

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type"
content="text/html; charset=is0-8859-1">

<meta name="keywords"

Pelgrave, Polgrave™>
<meta name="description”

<title>PALGRAVE SOCIETY </utle>
</head>

content="One-Name Study, family history, genealogy, biography, heraldry, Palgrave, Pagrave,

content="One-name study of Palgrave and similar sunames (e.g. Pagrave, Pelgrave, Polgrave).
Queries welcome on genealogy, biography and heraldry. UK. based, members world-wide">

<meta name="GENERATOR" content="Microsoft FrontPage Express 2.0">

Figure 1: Beginning of HTML code for Palgrave Society web page

12
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it display? Most display the title as one line, then
either the beginning of the description, or strings
together parts from the first heading and first
paragraphs of text. So when David Mowbray got
comments that he did not have a meaningful title,
the display from a search engine would probably
have been:

Home Page
MOWBRAY family history. This is the website
for history of the families with surnames of
Mowbray/Mowberry/Moubray and the many
other variants that have. . .

“Home Page” is the title. “Mowbray family
history” is the first heading on the web page; note
that the first (visible) heading on the page may be
different from the (hidden) title. The rest is from the
first paragraph. The amount displayed is usually the
complete title (up to 60 or 70 characters), then
anything from 150 characters (AltaVista) to 395
(Web Crawler, Excite), with most search engines
displaying 170 to 250 characters. Some search
engines have an option to display title only - so
David Mowbray’s informative site would just appear
in their lists as “Home Page” which wouldn’t entice
anyone.

After David Mowbray posed his question on the
Guild Forum, there was a particularly helpful
response from Polly Lawrence. She said why her site
always comes top of searches for her Rowberry
name (see her pages at http:/lwww.newbury.net/
rowberrylindex.html). This is because she has made
sure the title, description and keywords are
informative and have her interest names in them.
After taking her advice, David Mowbray has a site
http/iwww.mowfam.freeserve.co.uk which would
display in Alta Vista as:

MOWEBRAY One-Name Study
The MOWBRAY One-Name Study, also
including the surnames MOUBRAY,
MOWBERRY, MOWBREY, MOOBRAY,
MOOBERRY, MOBRAY, MOBERRY, MOBRY and
any similar sounding var . . .

In the display above, “Mowbray One-Name
Study” is the title, and all the other text is the
description. (I don't guarantee the truncation of
“variant” is quite at the right place, but it gives the
idea.) None of this display comes from the text
visible on the web page. But do note that some
search engines (e.g. Google, Lycos, Northern Light)
ignore the description and do use the visible
headings and text. You need to make both of them
inviting and informative.

If you don’t believe this is important, try a search
for “One-Name Study” in your favourite search
engine. For some sites you will be told how often
they have been visited, others that they are best
viewed with a particular browser, and quite often

you are not told they are about genealogy or family
history — and you may even not be told what
surname is being researched.

HTML and Tags

An HTML file contains in one text file both the
text of the web page, formatting instructions, links
and information for search engines and similar. | am
writing this article as a web page. In the source, the
heading of this section appears as:

<h3>HTML and Tags</h3>
The <> brackets show it is a tag, not text to display.
<h3> specifies that “HTML and Tags” is a third level
heading. A slash shows the end of the control of
that tag, so </h3> is the end of a third level heading.
| use a first level heading for the headline at the top
of the page, third level headings for most others.
There are six levels of heading available.

The line in the previous section which just has
“Home page” has the web address of David
Mowbray’s page hidden within it. The HTML
appears as:

<a href="httpJ/iwww.mowfam.freeserve.co.uk”>

<b>Home Page</b></a>

(NOTE: the above line was one continuous line of
HTML code, but it would not fit on a single line in
the column - Editor).

This is the “hypertext” part of HTML. Any piece
of text (here “Home Page”) can be marked as a link
to another piece of text or another document, on
the same or a different computer. <a starts an
anchor tag, followed by the reference — in this case
a web address. The <b> and </b> around “Home
Page” make it bold. </a> says this is the end of the
underlined hotspot of text, the link you click on.

<head> section of HTML source

Before you start editing HTML, make a backup
copy of your web page. It is a good idea to practise
on a small page you make just for this purpose. You
don't need to publish the test page on your web
site, just keep it on your own computer.

Figure 1 shows the beginning of the Palgrave
Society web page. If you look at your own web page
in your browser or web editor you will be able to
see something similar. For example, in Internet
Explorer 5 go to the “view” menu of your browser
and choose “source”.

In FrontPage Express, go to the "view” menu and
choose “HTML". The part we are interested in lies
between a line starting <head> and a later line
starting </head>.

It does not matter if you put extra blank spaces or
lines between the elements of the HTML, so when
editing you can put in some space, then type into it.

Title

| think you will find there is a line starting <title>
and ending </title> - even if there is nothing
between them. On my system this always gets put as
the last element before </head>. It does not mind
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whereabouts in the <head> section | enter it, but
decides for itself where to store it. If you haven't got
a <title> tag in your web page source, type:

<title>One-Name Study</title>

Then put your own name before One-Name
Study. If you prefer a different title that’s fine - you
may prefer to add “genealogy” or “family” in the
title. Think about people using search engines: if the
words in your title are the ones in their search, your
site goes to the top of the list. If they are only
looking at titles, it’s all they see in deciding whether
to look at your site. Sixty characters or so of the title
are displayed by search engines; you may be able to
add what you think of as a “sub-title”. Maybe put
“Myname One-Name Study - Genealogy of anyone
with this name”. Or you might want to put in
“world-wide”. Think about it - you have 60
characters, starting now!

Just to re-iterate, this “title” can be different
from the first visible heading on the web page.

Description

On most search engines, the first 150 or so
characters of the description are displayed. This
description is your shop window, your magazine
cover. You might want to mention “all U.K GRO
entries”, “active members world-wide”, “Sussex and
Australia” — features which will make people look at
your site rather than that of someone whose
seventh cousin’s wife might have had the same
surname as yours. | think it is important to be
welcoming. That is what we do in the Guild of One-
Name Studies - we welcome enquiries (don't we?).

It is quite likely that there is no description in
your HTML source if you have not put one there.
While viewing the source, move the cursor
anywhere before </head> and just after a > (right
hand angle bracket), press the Return (newline) key
a few times to make some space, and type:

<meta name="description”

content="Queries on genealogy of this name and

its variants are welcome.”>

| suggest you save it at this stage, and make sure
everything is still OK. Then “view source” again, and
make further changes. Edit the part between the
quotation marks after content= to be whatever you
want. Make the first 150 characters contain the most
important part, then continue with extra summaries
of your study at least up to 250 characters which
several search engines will display, maybe even to
395 which a few display.

Keywords

Keywords are used by search engines in indexing,
but are never displayed. If you mainly refer to "one-
name study”, it is worth putting “genealogy” and
“family history” as keywords. It gives them the same
status as if they were in the text of the page, so far
as the search engine is concerned. The idea of
keywords is that they can be used on a page which
is mainly graphics, and does not actually have the

words which describe the pictures. So if you have a
keyword “ship” and there is a picture of a ship, the
customer will not wonder why your page has been
found. But if you put keywords and nothing on the
page about that word, the customer will be
perplexed and annoyed. The person viewing a page
may use the browser facility “find within this page”
to look for the word of interest — but won't expect
to have to look at any other pages in your web site
to find it.

To add keywords, start in the same way as for
description - editing the source, insert a few blank
lines after a > symbol at the end of a line. Theen
type:

<meta name="keywords"”

content="0One-Name Study, family history,

genealogy>

You can add more, just separating the keywords
by commas. If you start being clever, putting “family,
families, family history, history” you may just be
doing something which the search engine daes
anyway, so just put in the main synonyms.

Announce your presence

Now you have modified your web page, you need
to remind people it exists. The changes you have
made should get it considered by more seamch
engines, and more directories.

First, you need to get it into relevant lists and
directories, starting with the Guild web site. You
have to look at the web site for each list, and fimd
out the procedure for having a link to your page
added. Second, you need to make sure that seamch
engines find it. One way is to visit the web site of
each search engine, and find the form for
submitting details of your site. The other is to go to
a web site which automates the process of
submitting your details to different search engines.

You will find links to them from Peter Christiam’s
web site for readers of his book Web Publishing fior
Genealogy at httpJ/iwww.walrus.dircon.co.ukiwpgl.
He suggests the use of Submit It but lists others. He
also has links to useful on-line tutorials. | hope that
as well as using his website, you will also become a
reader of the book. It has further explanation of
technical terms used in this article. | must declare an
interest, as | publish it, but | have also found it a
constant help myself. The Guild has the first edition
available at half price - e-mail sales@one-name.@rg
for details of either the first or second editions.

Well, now I've learnt all that, I'd better go amd
put a description and title in www.hawgood.co.uk/
ons.htm O

DAVID HAWGOOD

Member 193

26 Cloister Road

Acton

London W3 ODE

E-mail: hawgood@one-name.@rg
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