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FAMILY HISTORY, POPULATION AND 
ONE-NAME STUDIES 

Joint Conference of the Local Population Studies Society 

and the Guild of One-Name Studies 

‘W, in association with the 

Bristol & Avon, Somerset & Dorset and Wiltshire Family History Societies 

to be held at 

Bath College of Higher Education. Newton Park, Bath 

Weekend 8 - 10 July 1994 

This is the 15th Annual Conference and AGM of the 

Guild of One-Name Studies 

and the 20th anniversary of the Local Population Studies Society 

Conference Theme: Learning from Each Other 

Family historians and demographers have tended to work independently of each 
other. Many family historians do not knowhowtypical their own findings are because 
there are gaps in their knowledge of recent work on population studies - size and com- 
position of households, age at marriage. illegitamacy. population fluctuations caused 
by poor harvests or epidemics and movement due to economic factors, Conversely 
many demographers are ignorant of the vast amount of work done by family history 
societies. particularly with regard to listing and indexing. The work of individual 
family historians is seldom utilised in demographic studies. 

An area with particular potential for demographic research is One-Name Studies. 
These could be especially useful in studying Migration. 

The Local Population Studies Society and the Guild of One-Name Studies have 
I) 

> 
therefore decided to mount a joint conference to explore the whole area of mutual co- 
operation between family historians and demographers, with particular (though far 
from exclusive) reference to One-Name Studies. 

The conference organiser, Don Steel. is a committee member of the Local Population 
Srudies Society, was adviser for the BBC series on Family History and the authorofthe 
associated book, and has been actively involved in the formation and development of 
two one-name societies. 
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Provisional Programme ~~ 
(The final jmgmmme may haw some change.?) 

TALKS. “Family History and Demography”: “The History of the Family: Thirty Years of 
Research and its relevance to Family History”; “Making a Local Survey”: “The Uses 
and Abuses of Census Returns”. There will also be a talkon. and demonstration of 
materials produced for the new Open University course DA 301 “Studying Family 
and Community History”. 
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PANEL DISCUSSION. “One - Name Studies and the Historian”. Several one-namers 

and demographers will look at the wider historical possibilities of their own 
work. 

WORKSHOPS. There will be a number of groups from which attenders will select two. 
Each group will deal with bibliographies. lists. indexes etc relating to a particular 
area of research. It will be led by an expert in the field but the main purpose is to 
haveawide rangeofmaterial available forpersonal inspection. One groupwill pro- 
bably deal with the potential ofCD ROM with particular reference to the IGI and 
the Salt Lake City Library catalogue. There will be suflicient choice both between 
groups and within a group to ensure that everyone‘s time is used as profitably _ 
as possible. 

DISCUSSION GROUPS. There will be a number of groups from which attenders will 
select two. These will deal with subjects such as using demographic studies to 
enhance your Family History. One-Name Studies and Demography. and using 
Census indexes. the IGI etc for demographic work. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS. The conference will include the 19Y4AGMs ofthr 
Local Population Studies Society and the Guild of One-Name Studies. 

BANQUET. There will be a banquet on the Saturday evening open both to residents and 
day attenders. 

BOOkstallS Displays by individuals and groups 

This is an important conference which will. it is hoped. break fresh ground. Discussions 
are in progress regarding the possibility of Wiltshire Family History Society publishing 
the proceedings in some form. 

Application forms. with details ofprogrammes and prices will be sent out towards the end 
of 1993. To receive them as soon as they become available. please send a stamped addressed 
envelope (at least 8% x 4% ins) to Don Steel, Brooking. Jarvis Lane. East Brent, Highbridge. 
Somerset TA9 4HS. 
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