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FRON THE EDITOR'S DESK

At the beginring of the new academlc year, I find myself in the
position which I know some other Guild members will, namely, that
of offering a coursa or courses in family histaory. This does nat
really worry me, as a former teacher and bistory graduate, 1 feel
on firm ground and the syllabus has been cn dlsc for s long tims.
However, while thinking adbout the first week's taplc, "Getticg
Started", 1 gave some thought to what is the most important thing
to emphasize and 1 came up with, "mnever believe anything, at
least until you have checked it™! This 1s especially true of
family oral traditions, where even at times there are genuine
attampts to decelve in prder that the family shkeletan should stay
flrmly in its cupboard. Hoawever, the entries in family bibles
may not be quite as correct as one would wish. Recently, I
received coples of ewtriec from a family bible ia Austraiia,
which was presumed {o have come from England with some persomnal
articles, the latter baving been described in the Australian
ancestor's father's Will. Recorded there were the dates of birth
of the Australian ancestor’s children, who had been born in
England, and then other dates eatered with a complately different
sSurname. dlthough the entries for the children's births were
correéct wheo checked against baplismal records s further saarch
has ghown that the family does not seem to have had any relations
with the other surname living in England at the relevant dates.
One puw has to guestion whether this is the genulue family bible
from England or ratker 1s it one which was somehow acquirad in
Australia with some epiries already 1iu 1t?  Similarly privted
sourees sbould be trestied with seme cusplolon. Those who are
fortunate  easgugh tu find 2 pristed pedigree for their family
should not assume that all is correct and while wa are moving
away from pedigrees in the "begat™ biblical style, one fears the
wodern narrative style. putting I» backgrouad detalls gleaned
from socla! histcries, may make way for, to say the least, some
fanciful writing and thus there will be new iraps Tor the unwary
researchet

in the BEditorial, 4n the last issue of the Journal, details were
given of the oriterla for exampies of longevity whick Professor
Laslett requested al the Guild's Tenth Annive ry Conferencs,
“here was, ip fact, ose mivor errcr, unamely Professnr lLaslett has
atked fnr detalls of persops, who lived to e 8% or nlder, to the
eot day and not Just prigr Lo 1800 as previcusly stated.
mo send these detalls to the Cambridge Growp for the History
of Popuistion and 3Sacial Structure, 27 Trumpington Street,
Cambridge, CB2 1QA, and not to the Editor.

Finally the Gulld recelves & number of books and first issues of
Jjournals which need reviewing, normally there are such reviews in
every issue. However, [ am afraid that from the time I became
Editor of the fournal unti]l fairly recently, I bhad been under the
nistzker impression that another committee member was supplying
me wWith reviewere and was arranging for the reviews to be made.
I questioped 1his siltuvation whan 1 found more and more often I
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was left with material in need of review and discovered that I
Was supposed to be arranging for the reviews to be made. Sa
would apy members who would be willing to write reviews please
contact me and I will send them the books or journals. My awn
editorial policy 1is that the Editor should not contribute
articles or write reviews unless there is an extreme emergency,
for 1f 1 did this the Journal could easlly become 2 "one woman
bard" and 1t is always my wish that as many members as possible
should contribute.

KPURT ON AN INFORMAL NEETING OF GUILD MENRERS IR NEV ZEALAND AT
THR ANTUAL CONFEREECE OF THE EE¥ ZKALARD SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISIS
HELL: AT DUNERIR - 12TH 70 14TH KAY 1949 Donna Eingan

tfter leaviag our office op Friday afternooa, my husband
apd 1 had a ouick tws hundred mile drive in reach Yhe
Dunedie 1iun time for the welcome address to begin at ¢
frox the verv firet minute )t was apparent thalt this was
most tnformilive as weli as entertaloing evening, which
r the whale Conference bunedis is a city with
tions for me and on this wislt 11 certalnly turaeod on Jts
Y. with great hospitaiity, icvely mild weather f thisn *ime
i yopy and & owell Dlanndd Confersnce. Az Dunedin
i louvrful vast, bots it the gala mining eras and a~n

aEsoclated setvlement, the theme "The Tarta
Gotd® appropriaie and led o the wearing of k
aiald by many of the five hundred and thirty people a“—r,d‘ na the

s

tane

T

weskend (,nrfﬁmncm k= always, there sre s many swveas

fan v ko explore an Lhese occazions, (hat many pe
mysel f includesd, seemed te be constantiy v tone run, wi ;,L

e time meals, in order to acoonplish as muc
cocible 1o L‘;‘Le ’

Meet ings of various groupn ol t
ace at avery spare sicuts Tetween the

aur time tar the tuild *int’ was
znce  FProgramme, oo Sunday ottt SO,

meating of delegatas and
nzalog Council.  On scocount ol
BRLOUECEN a special  ome g time of 1.3
vegple  dinvolvad with the Council to meet .
mampers  of  the Gulld were apparently drable ot 0
meeting. However, we =Lill had a wvery attentive gathering of

at
about ftwenty pecple Irom 2l]l areas af lNew Zaaland
delighted at the attendance of a U.E. mamber, M, C
wag soT1y that her departure from New Zealand wa
day, as we would have welcomed mare time for disc

After c<larifyin saverar quastions on waricus  aspe:
Yibg 1 k

Guild as it relates to New Zealand, the fcllowing

generally expressed and noted from Iaformal




1} That anyone having any further guerles on Guild matters in
Few Zealand or requiring a copy of the Guild Prospectus,
could contact me by writing. (4 sa2lf addrassad stamped
envelope to be Included to reduce costs.)

21 All interested paople listed their names arnd addracses far
any further correspondence on Guild matters it New Zealand
that may come up in the future.

3) Coucern was expressed at the cost and difficulty for some
pecple to obtain Heglish currescy to ay the CGuild
subscription.

4; Many new people showed great Interest in the growiang iist
af surnames registered by Guild mewbers and acknowiedged
the value af this type of research.

5 It was apparent that the new updated printing of the
Register is eagerly awalted. (It was requested that more
copies 0f this be avallable for purchase, especlally for
local group librarles.:?

61 It was decided that at this peint ln time there was
sufficiert intersst in the Guild to contlnue to meet ax
the very suitable opportunity glven by the 4dnnuai
ence 0 Lhe New Zealand Soclety of Genealogl
Lo be teld in Auckland during Saster 15G0.

At ell hours when 2ispiay rooms were open [ was very ule
have the assistance of Wigs Mary Oram, a new aembgr of ih
and Wr. David Hooper. a prospacilve membar, boil of whom 4id much
Lo help I setting up and manning owr display of liems of
interest ap the Guiid. fumerous copies of Lorecent Guild
Prospectus were distributed to tho visltiapg our shand, I am
hoping to have some pholagraphs of oer Jisplay stand and T will
send these on In the near future.

1 am perconaliy delig! the very isterestad respon
recaived, to hotk our display stand znd bhe meeting anmd It is
with great pleasure that [ can report thal interest 1o the Guild
in Rew Zealand ls definltely alive and well and growing.

As a follow up bo this new interest, vecently generated [ have
submitted Lo the Bditor aof Zealand Bacliely of Genea-
laglsts' Magazine, an article Guiid and I am hoving they
may siso find room to publish a full copy of the Prospectus.
trust that thic msy 1n turn generate an ioterest in the work of
the Guild, by the many family blstory researchers, who were
unablae to attesd the Conference.

Donna Xingan, WNew Zealand Currespondlsg Mamber, Member RFo. 445
[ Na. » & D Ashburton, few Jealand.}
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IHE KETCALFE ONE-NANE SOCIETY

(This is a report by Jean Debney on a talk givem at the Durham
Family History Soclety Conference, an 1 April 1988.1

The speakers at the Guild meetings, held late on Saturday
aftarnoons at the Federation Conferences, are always interesting
and the speaker at Durham on 1 April 1989 was mro exceptian.
About twenty-six members listened as John Holdem, a lawyer amnd
Chairman of the Metcalfe Society, speakiang on behalf of Mrs. K.
E. Benson, a Guild member, told us about the grawth of his
interest Iin family history and the development of the Metcalf
(ne-Name Scclefy.

The Metcalfes have a sirong aral tradition of famlly history and
¥r. Holden's lnterest began when he was very young. He had seen
a photograph of hls great-great-grandfathber Metcalfe, who had
been a shepherd in Wensleydale, where the family had prolif-
erated. Sa in 1947, when county record offices were Just
beginning to appear and famlly historians haé not yet discovered
them, as a mere seven year old boy, he visited the deserted
Lancashire ard Westmorland Record Offices to begin his research-
2s. In those days the county archivists even sat beside him to
help bhin to read the old parish registers and other documents and
if I beard aright, he was also able to borraw the occasioral {item
- those were the days!

Not belog a "Jjolner" he continved ressarching alone until about
1980, when he saw a nnilce from three ladies advertising a
Metcalfe Boclety and decided to join. At that time the

membership consisted of the three ladles, himself and Just five
others., The first overseas members jolned about six months later
and now they have several from fustralla, Few Zealand, Canada and
the United States. As with all societles, some members join full
of 1initial enthusiasm which then fades. Current membership of
the Metcalfe Soclety is about 300 and the next membership number
issued will bhe 363.

At first subscriptions were purely wvaluntary but after about
twelve months they were established at £1 a year, Two of the
ladies started publishing a newslettar called Lhe “Mecca Wews".
This later grew intc a fournal which is currently published thres
times a year, with 20 aditions so far.

For a long period the Scclety was run single handed and while the
arganisation remains casual they now have a simple constitutian.
Helen Dffer is the present President of the Society and the thros
afficers, chalrman, secreftary and ‘treasturer, ware all =alf
appointed, but have been elected for the past two or three years.

An index of all HMetcalfe references was started by Helen Of fer
It 1s divlded intoc three parts: individuals, familiez and
locations and now contains about 30,000 entries. Although 1t has
become very heavy, it is stlll taken to meetings for members to



comsult - and add to no doubt. They are now alwing to put it on
a computer so that they can create duplicate copies for members.

Another member, Dorothy Pape, suggested that members should
submit & birth brief and this has praved to be another useful
saurce af Iinformation. Others are also producing a list aof
Matcalfe Wills found in county record offices. The Society have
purchased all the Metcalfe entrles 1in the IGI starting with
Yorkshire, which is the main Metcalfe county, and have gradually
added the rest.

The MNetcalfe BSoclety alsc holds meetings. The first "Mecca
Muster" was held about 1982 at Claremont, when 13 people
attended. Since then they have held two more "musters"” at

Boroughbridge and Ripon, attended by about 7% people. They had
hoped to hold a “"clan" meetling in Rappa Hall whick is a large and
rogantic farmhpuse held by Metcalfes for many years past, but
which 1s too small for ordinary “musters®. Porch House at
Northallerton is also a Metcalfe house.

Most MNetcalfes are believed to be descended from a common
ancestor thought to be William Dent or William Metcalf of Dent,
who appeared on 12th century charters. The fluid state of
surnames in that early period mekes it difficult to kmaw 1f this
is two names for the same man or references to two separate men.
Mr. Holden then went on to tell us of some atkher early Metcalfe
references.

Spelling variations of this predominantly Yorkshkire surname
inpclude Metcalf/e and Madecalf/e and Leyland, an early writer,
said that the Metcalfes were the largest Zfamily af “"known
consarguinity* who "kept many records".

Some mwedieval Metcalfes held high legal office and wers
supporters of Richard III (14B3-1485) and never wavered in thelr
loyalty. They subsequently married into the Clifford family and
many clailm descent from this branch. According to family trad-
iticn, a James Metcalf was present at the Battle of Agincourt
(14157 and although he does not appear on the battle 1lists, he
was granted land in Wensleydale which ie still licked to the
famlily and its cadet branches.

Dther early Metcalfes include 8ir Christopher, who rode a white
horse into York when he was High Sherlff of the coupty. Hls des-
cepdant, Sir Thomas, was apparently responsible for the last
domestic civil war In England when he lald selge to & house that
he had mortgaged and last at law.

Further lunformation about Metcalfes is being dlscovered all the
time, ¥embers pass detslls to each other and at least three
found that they were closely related in the first few weeks of
the Soclety's existence. Wew members are often found to possess
copy material nat previously known %o exist. However, as often
happens, some of the most lonteresting Metcalfe genealoglcal items
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are hald by uninterested and possessive peaple who, on fianding
cut about others interest, refuse to hand it overt This is a
problem we all share.

As a result of all researches, orne interasting disccovery has been
the relatively high percentage of inter-marriage between MNet-
calfes.

The arigin of +be surname Metcalfe is uncertaln. Mr. Halden
thought it might be Scandinavian, “Met/med/mete” wmay mean a
moiety, a half, as when a father divided his land between his two
[Slalii=H Near the wvillage of Dant in Yorkshire, from which many
Metcalfes origipate, 1s a hill called “the Calf". The family
coat of arms displays calves which is a play on the name. On
checking P, H. Reaney's "Dictionary of British Surnames®™, one
sees that he suggests that Metcalfe may be a nickname for a fat
man - "mete-ceelf” meaning a calf fattened far eatlng - a deriva~
tion ignored by Mr. Holden.

Mr. Hoiden had to end his interesting talk with one aye on the
clock because many members were anxlous to return to their rooms
ta prepsre thelr costumes for the Elizabethan Banquet that
avening. This was a pity because he obviously had a great deal
more information about the Metcalfes and their varlous actlvitles
bath past and present to pass on to us.

Jean Debney, Member No. 307 [8 Huckleberry Close, Furiey on
Thames, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 SEH.]

- - ! Margaret 1. Lisney

Towards the end of January 1586 a letter dropped on to our door
mat. It was from ancther LISEEY, who had been triggered off Into
writing to all the LISFEYs in the phome book after seelng the
LISHEY name in a copy of Reader's Digest. He =ald he was hoping
to trace his roots and could we Lelp.

My husband immediately replied to his leiter enclosing a copy of
gur very small family tree of about a dozen people, mentincoing
that he thought his family was connected with the blacksmiths in
Cricklewood near "ithe wiandmills" (later found tc have been a pub)
and walted. Then a letter arrived giving the name af another
LISNEY whn also had connections to  the blacksmiths in
Cricklewood. He turned out to be an unknown second cousin and w2
more than doubled our tree at a ctrake.

At this stage we decided to seek advice as to haw to ge about
findling out mors. My husband contacted a friend who was "into
family history" and he came and gave us details of where to find
information and how to record 1t. He alse showed us 3 numbering
system which we have used from the start - a great hoon!
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Until then we did not even know that members of the public were
allowed access toc the lndexes at St. Catherine's House. Ve had
naver heard of the census returns or the IGI, let alone all the
other records. Qur friernd departed with warnings of the dangers
of dabbling into family history. “It can prove addictive™, he
sald.

Our next move was to visit The Grange Museum in Feasden, where we
found a mep lying on & table showing the blacksmith's premises.
"How do we find out who was ilving there?, asked my husband.
"In here”, sald the lady of the Grange, casually turning a few
pages of a book lying open beslde the map. “Here they are", she
sald, pointing to a page of the census showing great-grandfather,
Thomas LISKEY, listed with his wife and family. Ve collected
pkotocopies and went away bemused. This family history business
Wwas easy! Where next?

Ve went searchlng for gravestones ip the snow! Yes really! I
callected laddered tights from hidden brambles and little else.
Hawever, eventually we did find a stone in a ¥easdern graveyard,
the first we looked at in that particular graveyard, 1t was that
of great-grandfather, Tom. There was a hallstorm at the time and
after a quick dash for shelter while it passed, we ¥%nelt orn the
wet ground and deciphered the Inscriptioa which rewarded us with
guite a tala.

The next port of call was 5t, Catheripe's House - after opening a
few books we made a declsion -~ as thers ware so few LISKNEYS in
them we decideéd to start at the begloniag and work our way
through recording them all, VWorking from 1837 forward we had a
feeling that we were golng the wrong way up & ape-way street -
everyone else seemed te be travelliang in the opposite directiont
After several mare visits we were finished and had pleced
tagether many trees and fascinating tales, linking onto the IGI
and varigus othar records as time went by. At that time we had
not heard of the Guild of Cne-Name Studies.

Dur searches through the records showed that young Tom had been
left ap orphan at the age of niane. We found him living in an
orphanage in the 1841 Census just after losing his parents, James
and Ann. In the 1851 Census he was 1iving with Thomas JONES and
his wife, Mary Anne, as an apprentice blacksmith. It was only in
a later cemsus that we realised that Mary Anne JONES was our
Tom's sister! She had been born ie Vest Molesey, Surrey in 1817,

It was about this time that my husband got side-tracked - he
started coollecting information on all the JOWES, wha were
blacksmiths in the area arcund Cricklewood in Norih-vVest London.
It turned out that they were all one family. There were not many
JONES around in that area in the 19tk century, so the task was
not as difficult as 1t at first appeared.

Nat to be left out of things I declded to start traciag my own
raots - my malden name, KNIGHT, was a totally 2ifferent ball
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gama! I am still stuck in the middle of Forth-VWest Dartmoor,
Devon, woandering where 3rd great-grandfather, Henry, born circa
1750, came from, possibly Black Torripgton, son af James and Ann
~ but proving it!

Then I started pursuing NOBLEs. Great-grandma, Harriet BOBLE had
married John ENIGHT in Radnorshire in 1873, I scon found myself
sorting out the family of the Ravarend Mark ¥OBLE of Barmircg,
Kent, mnoting on my way oather surnames connected by marriage.
Harriet®s sister, Allce Elizabeth FNDBLE had married Thomas Gray
COLLIER in Camberwsll im 1875 and had produced a little tres of
COLLIERs. Further back still Edwerd Moore FOBLE married Ann
ALLEOFP in 1505 at St. Weburghs, Derbyshire.

Both my husband and 1 had HARRIS grandmothers, he had two and I
bad one. That presented a problem, but I managed to find aut
that my great-grandfather, Richard HARRIS, had married Carcline
PREECE in Wormbridge, Herefordskire in 1856 and her father was
John PREECE and she had two sisters, Fmma and Annie PREECE.

Golng back to the LISKEY family, we found that 2nd great-
grandmother was born in the tiny village of Titsey, Surrey, in

1783 , +the daughter of ¥illiam LISKEY and Sarah, formerly
QUITTENTON. ¥hat a lovely name we thought and got sidetracked
agaln, ¥e had to fipd out more about Sarah! We found her

baptism and traced her tree back {n Tiimey ta abaut 1600.
QUITTERTCN changed spelling as it went back but mostly 1t was
spelt QUIDDINGTON or QUITTINGTON. We found this direct 1llne
married to TURK, SFEELE, SKINNER and several others in Titsey and
that many families seemed to be inter-related. Ve traced Sarah’'s
line around East Surrey and in and out of Kent and spotted the
marriage of a Mary QUIDDIBGTON to a Charles STAGG in Sanderstead

in 1717. Could thkis Charles have any connection with Eliza
STAGG, who was a witness to the marriage of our Thomas LISNEY to
Eliza CROUCH 1in Bermondsey in 1855 - maybe they were distant

cousing? Mary QUILDDINGTON connects to our tree in Titsey in the
mid 1600s.

It looked as if we were going to be sidetracked yet agaian - this
time & one-place study of the inhabitants of Titsey, many nf whom
appear to he related in some way or other to wmy husband!
Incidentally the total pepulation of Titsey at the time of the
1851 Census was only 15%.

Scon after jcining the Guild of One-Fame Studles ! spottad Kelvin
Warth's plece about the Marriage Index and after dutifuily
sending him all 96 of our LISHEY marriages, 1 decided to s=nd all
the KNIGHT marriages from the IGI for Devaonshire. There wern
more Mary KEIGHTs than the total number of LISFEYs. 1 am etill
callecting merriages for the Index ss I come acrnss them.

It was a few months after joiniag the Guild that we jolnad our

lacal family history society and got sidetracked again, this tine
with graveyard activities and scmehow we also fourd oursslves
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taking on the editorship of +thelr Journal - all thoroughly
enjoyable,

Yes, family history research 1s addictive, in whatever form it

takes, but we were warned waren't we! ! really must hoover the
carpet and clean the windows! What do we do with gur spare time?
Answer correspondence about LISEEYs? You've guessed 1t - we

haven't had any enquiriest
A one-name study - you are joking aren’t you?

Margaret 1. Lisney, Member No. 952 [ 119 Draycott Avenue, Kenton,
Harrow, HA3 0DA.]

SPODE — A UNIQUE FAMILY NANE? Peter F. C. Roden

The family name SPODE is both relatively uncommon and widely
recognised for its assoclation with world fapous bone china. But
baw uncommon is the name and where did it come from? This
article summarises whal 1s known and what 1s unknown about the
name and the families who bear it,

Books and articles about SPODE are invariably concerned with the
products invented by Josiah SPODE (1733-1797) and developed by
his son, Joslah, 17565 - 1827). For thase interesied In the SPCDE
business and {ts products, the authoritative work is by Leonard
Whitar. Simply called "SPODE", 1t 1s cub-titled "A History of
the Family, Factory and Wares from 1733 o 1833, It was
publizhed by Barrie and Jepkins of London in 1%70 and 1s now out
of priot, coples already commanding substantial prices as prized
collectors' items.

After the death of the founder's son in 1827, the SPODE business
passed through the next iwo generatloas of the family ipn the next
six years befeore belng sold in 1833 to the COPELAND family, who
had previcusly been partners in the firm Sipce then, the
descendants 0f the founder have had no part in the business,
although 1t still continves threugk several recent changes of
ownership to produce the higkest gquality products for which the
nae is Juastly famous.

The fame of the mnawe, *therefore, was established by two
generations ©f the family in the two quarter centuries elther
side of 1800. Fortunately for historians, there is abundant
material from this period to study. Many of the business
dacuments from this period have survived and are now at Keele
University, while much of tbeir contents is cevered in Whiter's
boaok. But far family historians taking a broader view, only twa
zenerations were famous and there is still much to be discovered
aboul the earlier and later generatlons of the family.
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The senlar male line died out when the heir to the business,
Jasiah SPGDE, born in 1823, died childless in 18693 and left bhis
fartune at Hawkesyard Park to the Dominicans to become Hawkesyard
Priory. Howaver, the junior male lipes and the femsle lines have
been prolific. There are over 350 ¥nown descendants from the
faunder of the business, Josiah (1733-1797)>, spread over eight
generations. Twa of his grandsons emigrated as free settlers to
Van Dieman's Land {Tasmania) 1in 1821; one became Chief Police
Magistrate while the other, from whom I am descended, returned to
England with his family in 13826. Today there are still a few
SPODEs in Australia and many more descendants there through
female lines. Soc far as 1t {is known, there are no SPODEs in
England today descended from the founder of the pottery business,
but many desceadants through female llnas.

However, there are SPODES it England still, but are they related
to the famous potters? To answer that guestion, one must ook
back at least to the end of the 17th century or earlier.

The Josiah who was baptised at Stoke upon Treat 1in 1733 is
referred to in the potteries literature as "the first" or Josiah
1 to distingulsh him from the other Jaslahs in each of the next
three generatioms, wha in tura icherited the busiress. However,
Josiah I was not the first Josiah 1n the SPODE family. His
father, who was baptised at Biddulph in 1695, was named Joslah
and 1t was this Joslah whao first moved to Stoke upon Trent from
Biddulph, a village on the Staffordshire/Cheshire border about 2
mlles north of Stoke upon Trent

Biddulph parish registers, which start in 1558, contalan a
continuous record of SPODEs from the middle of the 16th century
to the end nf the 17th century, except for the pericd 1606-1624
during which there are only two entrles. This bhas led at least
one researcher, the late John A. Yates, to assert that Biddulph
is the "original® home of ihe SPODEs and that ihe name is unique
to a family emenating from this parish. As ever, his view has
been echoed subsequently by othars without checking.

Jokn Yates biwself Iived in Coventry and died in the early 1870s.
He spert many years resaarching the BSPODE descendants of ‘*te
famous potters from whom he belleved he was descendad. He par-
tlcularly ressarched the Australian descendants and deposifed 2
sumpary of his fiundlngs in the archives there together with his
caorrespondence with the Archives Office of Tasmanla which i wary
useful. Unfortunately, the whereabouts of his working papars &re
unknown and there are certain errors in come of his conclusic
Ia particular, it has recently been discovered that he w3
"descended from" the SFODEs as ha claimed, buf only “"relat o)
them throcugh a GARNER marriage. The SPODE daughter from w«ham he
assumed a descent died in icfancy when only thres davs old.  Hiz
conclusions, therefare, form a oseful starving point
treating with caution uatil praved or dtsproved.




Df the forty English counties in the IGI, twenty-nine have no
SPODE entries at all. There are 3 countles with single entries,
Rorfelk 1in 1560, Suffolk in 1596 and Northumberlamd 1is 1720,

which can probably all be discouvnted as “strays". Another,
Shropshire, has two entries 1in 1772 aed 178f which are late
enough to discount as "spurces® of the name, Then there is

tondon, as pne would expect, but the earliest eatry there iz the
161 1s an 1splated female marriage at Wandsworth in 1786 - go
Landon too can prabably be discounted as a source of tha name.

If one ignores the lines of the county boundaries, the IGI
entries in the other six counties are In three separate and
distinct small geographical areas. One group, as expected, is in
the Staffordshire/Cheshire border area, the second is about 30
miles north in south Lancashire, whilst the third 1is about 30
mlles scuth between Tamworth and Hipnckley and cavers the counties
af Staffordshire, Lelcestershire and Varwickshire, with a single
later entry in Norihamptonshira.

The southern group consists of a male marriage at Narborough
(LELI) 1o 1636, twa genaratioss 1690-1728 alt Mancetter, Baxterley
and Palesworth (WARY, a single female marriage at Tamworth (STS)
in 1721, several generations at Hinckley from 1742 onwards plus
18th century marriages In Birmingham and Lelcester. The IGI is
clearly anot complete in this area, but contains sufficieat
information to indicate one or more SPODE families in the area
from early in the 17th ceatury. Vhere they came from I do nat
know, but there is clearly the possibility of ap early migration
vf a member from the family & little further north.

The northern group have over forty eamtries for Lancashire in the
IGI. They start at wiowick ia 1593 and contioue in the area at
Winwick, Leigh, Wigan, Deans and Standish and later at Manchester
throughout the 17th and 18th centuries. Their appearance in
Lancashire in the 146%th century, only slightly later <than the
start of the Biddulph reglsters, was a surprise discovery. An
assumption that they came from Biddulph could be the reverse of
the truth.

The largest grovup by far is in the Staffordshire/Cheshire barder
area. For sheer wvolume, three parlshes in this area stand out
from the rest, Biddulph, Stoke upon Treat and Audley. The Audley
SPODE family still lives in the area and Pat SPGDE has itraced her
descent from thls branch bac¥ ‘o the early 18th century 1n the
sam parish. Frustratingly, all attempts to link the Audley and
ph  branches have so far falled to reveal the presumed

Apart from two thoroughyly researched branches of SPODEs from
Audley, Biddulph, and Stoks, the IGI shows there ware alsa
gaveral more branches of the SPODE famlly 1o this area. Over a
dozer parishes In the area have IGI SPODE entries before 1770.
a1l of these parishes are within 10 miles cf Woclstanton, the
border parish betwean Eiddulph and Audley, which itself has

~236-



boundaries with eleven ather parishes in Staffordskire or
Cheshire. Furthermore, within thig area, there are several
parishes which are not included 1n the IG1 and which are still to
be researched.

In this area, BElddulph parish registers have the earliest
entries, but only by ten years. There 1s 2 male SPODE marriage
ir 1572 which appears in the Marton (CHS) registers and also
Prestbury (CHE) three days later. It is possible, therefore, as
one correspondent suggested recently, that the GSPODE family
originaily came from Cheshire not Staffordshire.

To sum yp then, 1t does seem likely that SPODE 1s a rare family
name which had only developed in thres small arsas by the end of
the 17th century. Furtharmore, these three areas are
sufficiently clase tao ocne another to suggest the distinct
possibllity that the name SPODE did develop from a single family.
It fs an interesting challenge far the future ta find the true
origin of the SPODE famlly. A complementary challenge 15 to find
all the subsequant cannecticns in order to relate all SPODEs ta
cre anatker ard to siudy the differences In life-style of
different parts of the fawmily.

In seeking the origin of the family., it is alsa revelant to ask
how they got their nams. Sc far as is kpown, {he name SPODE |
not menticned ln acy published reference hook on surrames.  When
tke *Dictionary of Surnames" (Penguin 1870 was published, Tohn
Yates wrote ito the suthor, {Basll Ccoitle, Reader in English at
Bristol Ualversity) and azked why SPORE had baen omittaed. The
author replled that *the family was ton small im uumber Zor
inclusion, but he did suggest that The surname was probably of
the locative type from BPCAD or SPODADE naar Clun in south-west
hropshire, about 25 Biles scuth west of Shrewsbury.

SPOAD can Le found nD a2 1:%0,000 Ordinance Survey Map ({Shanet
1372, 1t cousiztz of a kili: iop farm at 40% metres and areas
marked Upper Spoad and Lower Spaad on a steep north faciag
hiligide rupning <own to the wvallsy of the River Ulun.  The =
ales shows Offa's Dyke tunning through Spoad.  Cffa'z Dyke wa:
great earthwork hulit frow the Fiver Wye to the Rivsr Bee by
(757-796), Kiug of Mercia, to form a mnatlonal boundary tco
the Welsh cut zf England. Later the Englishk bduilt defensivo
castles oa this boundary and Joba Yates reportet <hat tha remales
cf ane of them forms the baslis of Spoad Farm,  The map also L

that a mile to the north of Spnad Farm, in the river walls
village called Hewcastle. Presumably at some time WNew
replaced the old castle In the ar=a which 15 pow Spoad Farm

In the absence of any alternative theary, the lecative orizin of
the family name SPODE =eems mast likely. It means that at
Eime during the poriod when surnames were being adnpted
England, {ganzrally in the 13th and 14th centur 2 MAT T

SPOAD mowed north to the Blddulph area snd was known By his
of origin, which bLecase his suornams. Yau mey zai tha




spelling is different, bet up to 200 vears aga, names were spelt
phonetically with ao standard spelling. SPOAD, SPOADE and SPODE
are all found in the early Biddulph registers, SPDARD is found at
Wolstanton and SPOOD and SPCODE are found witk the SPODEs in
Lancashire and elsewhere. Howaever, the meaning of the word
remains a complete mystery. Its occurrence at an ancieat fort
or Offa's Dyke obvicusly suggests an anclent origln, possivly
Welsh, but probably the truth will never te known.

Peter F. C. Roden, MA, FCIS, ¥ember Fo. 1264 [ § Yow Tree Avenue,
Bradford, BDS 0AD.]

' = M. ¥. VYanables

I knew thet my grandfather, who died i{a 2931, had¢ four brothers,
but what of their children and my second cousins? I hoped that
if I could trace the latter, they might give me some informaticn
in tracing the Venables family tree.

! only knew of one living retired cousin, whom 1 managed to trace
through the British Telecam Directory Microfiche, and he gave me
some information on his side of the family. Then in 1988 I
noticed in the Dally Telegraph the deatk of Janet Vesables, aged
%6, wha could have been an aunt of mina. 1 wrote to the
undertaker mentlioned for detalis. A week later I had a letter
from one of her nieces, called Maxine, endarsiug my engulry and
reminding me that the last time we had met must have beasn 0
years ago.

S0 now I had found another second cougle and sent her a
guestionaire on her branch of the family and from her reply [ was
reminded that her father, whero in Tripaoll had a copy of the birth
certificate of hls cousin, Herbert Venables, dated 1893,
Herbert’'s f{ather was a missionary in Tripell, but what had
happened to Herberci ~auld he have followed 1in his father's
footsteps? 1 searched editions of Cruckford's Clerical Directory
at wvarlioss libraries without any luck and, leaviag no stone
unturned, T decided ta consult the Church Missicaary Soclety arpd
the United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel., T was iv
luck!

The C.M.S. Archivist, in reply to my engulry {not fargetting the
stampad addreszed envelope and donatlon) tcold me that Herbert was
employed by them as Area Secretary for the Dipcese of Herefard,
Litchfield and Vorcester in the late 1940s and resigned in 195%.
30 upce agaln I visited varlous libraries asking for Crockford's
1651/52 and found that Herbert was the Vicar of Headless Cross
Church at Feddltch.

In the mea. t:me while awaitlng a reply from the incumbeat of

Redditch, [ fpund in my "»ie father's correspondsance mention of
"Ada", a spilnster, who had moved to Reddiichk. Was she Herbert's
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slster? Not heariag from the incumbeat, I telephoned the number
pf A. Venablez at Redditch and asked to speak to Miss Venablaes.
The male volce who answered said, "Which one?" and 1 replied,
"pda". He told me that Aunt Ada bhad died in 19570 and that his
name was Anthony Venables and he was married with two daughters.
So thanks to British Telecom, 1 discavered, in the very naxt
county, another living cousin, whom I did not know existad.

Mr. ¥. K. Venables, Member No. 806 [ *Arrow Lawn™, Kipgton,
Herafordskire, HES 3AL.]

15 YOUR SURNANE DYIRG QUIT Horman & Vicky Uffindell

Tkete hava been a number of reports in the Journal in the past of
attempts to determine the size of & surpame populatlion and to
estimate whelher 1i is growing or Iln danger of dying out. These
studles lhave mostly relled on comparing ratios of telephone
subscribers to the general population of the ratio of birth rates
over two periads of time.

The surname population at any poiot In time depends, however, on
a mumber of factors apart from birth rates.  ¥or example, death
rates, lile expectancy, proportion of males marrying, cthelr
average age of marriage and tbe number of male children resulticg
from these marriagas will all affect the surname population,

One-ramers &re in a unlygue poslticn 1o study these factors for

their =urnames as they have already collacted the data. Bearing
in mwind that the fdata mwey nobt b complets, sspeclially as pne
extands one's study backwards beyond the General Registration

fct, sone gewneral demographlc trends can be found.

{ur YUFFIWNDELL study shows that  hetween 1850 and 1900 tLhe
proportinn of males surviving beyosd  their  tenth  birthday

remalued remerkably constant at Sround B0 The first half cof
this century saw the proportion surviving tc 26% and today tt 1=
azsentially 100%.  In each of the half centuri botwesn 1650 anl

1800 some 30 males wers borp and this plrin rate jumped to around
100 maies born in eack of the half cenfuries betweesn 150506 and
1900 and today has fallea to 60 males per half century. The ags
of males at marriages has remained constart since 16%0 at srou:
24 ta 28, wkereas the npumber cof males born (who survlved b
10 years) per wmarriaga has fallen from 1.5 for 1670
1.1. feor khr first half of this century, but has now ol
ta 1.5.

Thus, aour ancestors have lived Through a Zomplez
demographlc changes which means that the only
answer the question: "ls yaur surname waxing or wanlng?
really to count the number af indlviduals Tiving i each yoar.
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For a rare surname thls ic a falrly simple task. It invalves
drawiag up a table of years and recording against each year in
separate columns, the number of births, deaths and female
marriages oaccurring in each year, emnsuring that a death or a
female marriage {5 recorded for each birth. If a death date is
not available, then the latest date that persoa was known to be
alive should be used as a death date. For example, 1f the birth
date 1s the conly date known for an impdividual then the death
should be recarded as being tha same year, but if ha was also
menticned in a census then the ceasus date should be used. Once
the table has been completed, 1t is simply a matter of counting
the number of births in a year and? subtracting the number of
deaths and the number pof female marriages occurring in the year.
This gives the 1ncrease or decrease 1In the surname populatiozn
duripg the year and this is added to the population alive in the
previous year. In this way, one builds up a table af the number
af people carrylng the surname, who are allve 1in each year.
{ldeally one should alsa include the number of females marrying
into the family, and their subsequent deaths, as they also carry
the surname. Although this has not been done for the data shown
here, 1t should not materially alter the populatlion trend.?

The graph shows this data for the UFFINDELL one-name study and
compares the UFFIMDELL populatior with the total population of
England at a scale ratic of 1:500,000. Interestingly, the
UFFINDPELL population shows a distinct 35 to 40 year cycle which
has persisted right through frem 1700 to the precent day. Also
the marked growth 1in the syrname population started some ore
hundred years before thst in the general population of England.
but since 1900 has stabilised at arousnd 100 iadividuals in
contrast to the continued growth in the general populatlon.

References:

"The Papulatlgn History of England 1541 - 1871, A Reconstiruction”
by E. A. VWrigley and R. 5. Schofield, Edward Arnold, 1981,
pp.531-5 and “Abstracht of British Historlcal Statistics" by B. F.
Mitchell, C.U.P.,, 1982.

¥re., V. E. . Uffindell, Member ¥o. 552 2! Gaveston Drive,
Berkhspmstad, Heris, HF4 1JF.)

THE_JEPHCOTT SOCIETY Tess Jephcott

It has beern quite some time since thils category B man had a
weation 1n tke Jourpal and so I thought 1 would put fingers to
the ¥eyboard of my Amstrad PCWES1Z2 and enlighten my fellow one
namers as to what this particular one namer's experiencas bhavs
been since I formed *The Jephcott Soclety' in 1983

In Volume 1 No.12, our flrst newsletter of A4pril 1983 was
modestly reviewed. The review looked forward to other issues, of

-241-



which we have now published twanty, covering 120 Al sldes of
paper.

As seems to be the usual way in which to get started, I was send-
ing a standard format letter to people with By surname, shown in
the UK telephone directories, to try to find ocut more about the
nam: and where it came from, I found that, on average, 1 was
getting a one in ten success rate. In the meaptime, I was
gathering information frum parish records and the like and it
became apparent that the name JEPECOTT was common o
Warwickshire, whereas in Essex (where I come from) there were
only a very few mentions of the name. It alsc became clear that
I could pot discount such names as JEPHCOTE, JEFFCOTT, JEFFLDAT,
JEPRCUAT, JEFCOATE, atc.

The membership of the soclety grew steadily to over 106
households throoghout the world. 1 discovered several other
rasaarchers of the mame, and we currently list 33 warlatioms for
which we hold records and can answer enquiries abhout.

We held ouyr first gathering o©f <he ¢ilap 1w Shkiltom, near
Coventry, in August 1983 and ahout 5HC peocple came along,
including the local press who did ws proud with coverage that
brought in a 1ot of enquirles acd new members. Wa have singe
hald three more gatheriags and another may be on the cards bafore
too loag.

To a degree, 1 have now run out of steam.  The wembershlp are
ever willlng to pay a subscription to assiset with the funding of
the printing and postage and to send in the occasional artlcle,
but upwilling to take any active part. This apparent apathy does
not surprise me in the least and has never deterred me in the
past, and I @m sure that many of you wiil have experlenced this
sama situation.

I have now ceased producticn of the gquarterly newsletters, mainly
duz to a lack of articles of sufficlent interest (uot raw data of
which there will mever he a shortaga), but bave replaced them
with a simpler to produce news sheeh, that will hopefully keep us
all in touch. The newsletters themselves are deposited in various
libraries across the world and from that psfat of view, other
tesearchers should aiways be able to gel in contact with us.

! am currently compiling 2 book about the family, which promises
to be a lengthy process. At the age of 35, retirewent {(and mare
leisure time) seems a long way off.

Jass Arthur Jephcoott, Member No. 466 [7E All Salnts Avenus,
Colchester, Fssex. CO7 4PA.)
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S0 THE ANERICANS ARE KEEN (N ROOTS Gillian Bedingfiald

For Christmas 1987, an American relative knowing fhat 1 am
researching the name, Thunder, worldwide, sent me a bosk entitied
"The Amazing Thunder New World Registry® published by Halberts.
There has recently bear same adverse comment about similar
publications now avaltlable in fagland, but I was wvery pleased to
recelve tha "Thunder" book.

The pook has siz sectlons, but T was only irnterested in the last
one which iists the names and addresses of Thunders in Australia,
Capada and the Unifed States, I had already gearched overgeas
telephone directorles, but had found anly a few of those 1listed
in the Reglstry. Throughout 1988 and the begianing of this year
I sent off family bistory questlonnalres and covering letters
with the promise of informatien about any known ancestry and
return alr mail postage.

Tha Reglatry llsts 88 addresses far Thunders o the United
States, four of whom ara my known relatives.  (ne person had two
addrezses and two psople had the same address which left me with
62 letters to write

From tke first 33 letters I had 8 replles. One zzid hls name was
Tunder and that he was cof Hungarian exiraction aand tweo athers
said that they were Thunders by deed-pall,  Bf the nther five,
four were related and gave me a greatl deal aof informatinn awd I
was able to identify their earliest American anzesios anl} ‘oke
tkelir pedigree bacx a furlher thrse gererations. The f1fth
respaase was from a mesbsr of an Irlsh Thupdsr fowily
thege repliiles 1 was able 1o Identits i
the Pa try Looowhom, thee
nt Lhe ramalning 720 Dot
Howaver nine lettors have
"forwsrding order  cxpired”
Fegictry was dated 1950 acd wan prosumsnly E
Lafu=e Lhkat, {1t = nof surpricing that some of thase 14
movend on. T oam still hepleg that T omey get =ome more repil

HIERS RN ES

.

T summarise the present sltuation: 5%
# returned and 35 not heard from. D0 &
3 are nct true Thesders and 12 1 van i
dizappeinticg respop althougn  wor biebile  Tweraiae
marvellous amount of Iaformatizn =Zent w by 3
longer belleve that Apmerizans are particulariy
their ancestry!

For those wmambars iatepding to carry oun & similar Amerioan
survey, I offer one or twp tlips. Try to chtain Americas slrmall
stamps for return postage, 1f at all possibvle. {1 was acsked to
buy some certificates for an American, so I requested paymopt in
stamps. ) Do write your name and address on the bazk of Lthe
aovelgpes, as 1f the letter camact be dellvarad it lc returnsd
unppened and the contents can be re-used. If the letter 1s not
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returned at least you know that 1t reached 1ts intended
destinatlion and if "there is no raply that tbe person concerned is
not interested,

Mre. Gillian Bedingfield, Member No. 873 [ Honey Hall,
Congresbury, Bristol, BS1% 5JX.]

BHGLISH LAY REPORTS Brian Christmas

Although a mnumber of Guild members may be familiar with the
officlal series of Law Reportis which date from 1365, they may aot
e aware of the zeries of 176 volumes of cases for the paring
before then, whick were publisbed in 1932

The Courts and periods covered hy the wvarious volumes are as
follows:

Vals, 1-11 House of Lords, 16%4 to 1865,
Vols, 12-20 Privy Council includleg Indian Appealc,
1809 to 1868,
Vols. 21-47 Chancery, including Collateral Reports.
1597 to 186%,
Tols, 46-5B8 Rolls Court, 1829 ta 1884,
Vols, 56-71 Vice-Chancellors® Courts, 18195 tno 1885,
Yala., Y2-12%2 King's Bench, 1378 to 1865.
Vols., 122-1410 Common Plsas, L1486 to 1RE5,
Vals. 1453-160  Euchequer, 1220 to 1866
Yols. 161-167Y Eccleslastical, 1752 o 1857; Admiralty, 1775
ta 1840 and Frobate ard Divarce, 1838 to 188%.
Jols., 168-169 Crown fases, 1743 to 1865
Vals. 170-176 Wisi Frivs, 1888 to 1867,

The cases frocm the volumes lizied above are indexed in two val-
umes, A-K and L-Z2 and cover approximately 242, %00 entrles. Az Is
ugsval with legel records the caszes arce induged only by the Dame
of thae plaintiff cr first party, so firding a defandant of the
nake you are inlerested in iz difficult, but not impossible. It
Just meeds & little dedleatior and perseverance, which mnos
family historians se2m to be well endowed with! The numers:
aurrames are  Indexed By the spelling shown 1n the cazses, =
variants of your suraame should be defisnitely checked when
locking thraugh the dodex.  There is a microfilm of the abave in
ihe Law Section of Holborn Public Library, 32 Thecbald's Road,
London, WC1.

£

While on the subject of the lLaw, members may llke to know of fwe
botks which they will probably £iad of use In finding out more
ahonut Caze Law and Enacted Law (Statutes), They are Sweet and
Mazweli's "Gulde to lLaw Reports and Statutes” and Maxwell's
"Wheve ta Loak for Your law®.  The first of these two hooks has
ar alphabeticai list by Reporter of Eogllsh, Irish and Scotidsh
Low  Repords,  glvipg  +the perind of tlwme covered and 2




chronological list of English Law Reports arranged under Courts,
vwhich enables cne to look up Reports on particular types of case.
a.g. Admiralty, DMvorce, Settlement, Bankruptcy, Poor Law, etc.
reasonably easily. It alsoc includes a list of abbreviations
which will identify which Law Report is referred to in any case
of interest found in the Eaglish Law Reports above,

Mr. Brian Christmas, Xember No, 570 [ i74 Cakwood Road, Maidstons,
Kent, NE16 BAL.

LETTERS IT.ETTERES IL.LETTERSDS
Dear Mrs. Rumsey,

I was horrified to read in the last Ilssua of the Journal, Val.3.
Ra. 7, that Commander Wildy had re-keyed all his data when trans-
ferring from a non-IBM compatible computer to a PC. Please dao
not let Guild members get the idea that such a laborious task is
necessary!l

True, you cannot take a disc from a BBC Micro, such as mine, and
expect a PC-Compatible machine to read 1t. It will not. But
almost any computer wan be made to output its file coatents in
ABCII, the ideal form for information exchange between computers
of different types. The computers need only to have an HS5232
port or something similar. The RS423 port on the BBC-Micro will
syffice. Ever something as simple as a "Serial Printer FPort" can
usually be pressed into service on the "source" computer,

The FIRSBT STAGE can be done 1n two ways:
EITHER:
1) Rent aa Electironic Mailbox from your telephane company.

2) Upload the file contents fas text) from the old machine
into the mallbox usipg a modem.

3) Connect the modem to the new machine and download the
ma2llbox contents into the new machine.

OR:
1) Place the two computers back to back with thelr respective
serial ports cross-comnnected, A typical connection might

be thus:

"DATA OUT" on the source machine goes to "DATA IN" on the
destination machine.

"DATA IN" on the source machine goes to *DATA OUT™ on the
destination machlne,
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"CT5" on the source machine goes to "RTS* on  the
destination machine.

"RTS" on the source machine goes to "CTS* on the destin-
ation machine.

"SIGHAL G¥D" connects to "SIGNAL GND™.

Try to avold connecting “CHASSIS GROUND® +to "CHASSIS
GROUKD" in instances where both machines are already
earthed via a 3-wire mains lead. The resulting "earth
loep" could pick up siray radlo iransmlssioas on the
computer's ¢lock frequency; this may corrupt the data.

The lead length should be as short as reasonably possible.
If the idea of spldering up such a lead horrifies you, you
should be able to buy one ready made for about £10
sterling. The connections are the same as used to canmmect
a simple modem to a computer.

2) Fow the source computer can export the coatents of the
file as text via its serial port straight into the destin-
ation computer, which must store the arriving information
on disc. A little DIY programming 1s needed here, setting
Baud Rates, opening & fiie and so on.

TEE SECOND STAGE involves the "carving up" of the arrived text to
fit the flelds of the new database. If the original database
stored each field wrltien backwards {(some do!), now is the time
to rectify that. Again it requires DIY praogramming, but not of a
very ¢ifficult nature.

A day or two spent trylaog out such a process might save many
waeks of re-typing. Also 1t wlll teach you a lot more about yaour
computer!

Christopher M. Eley, Member Ko. 1387 [ B St. James' Couart,
Gayton Fpad, Harrow, Kiddlesex, HA1 2LX.)

Hote: Menbers should reallse that although the methods set out
in this lettar are perfectly correct. Connecting two computers
together requires a bigh level of technical expertise, otherwise
the advice of & persom with expert knowledge is neaded.

Dear Editor,

Having Jjust recelved my copy of your Journal (Val. 3, No. 7, 1
made & qulck scan to see 1f it contained any information to
further my own study, not so, but I was able to assoclate myself
with twa articles, namely, your "From the Editar's Desk" and
"Cowputing and the One-Fame Study" by Tad Wildy, both of which
referred to the subject of computing in genealcgy.
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First, your remark about age, which I can endarse, it may take me
at sixty, days to work out a new operation and then another day
to find out haw I did it, whereas a six year oid would de it in
minutes and often lose the work as fast. I installed and buili
my first database without help or even a printed manual and this
still forme the basis of the gne I use today.

Forunately, I was persuaded from the start to have an IBX
compatible PC with hard disk, which cost more, but I have na
regrets as 1t makes operating much easler and programmes more
avallable. Also like Ted Wildy, I found that the genealogical
programmes on cffer were alright for family records, but not for
one-name studles and ! was delighted to read that we had both
chosen to yse PCFILE for this work.

I started with PCFILE 4 which is & superseded file programme
which is avallable from clubs and P D suppliers faor & few pounds.
It can legally be gilven away free or for Just the cost of a disk.
It has 1ts own bullt ip manual that erables one to form and use
a database. I have pow updated to FCFILE+ which 1s not avallable
from P D suppliers, but does not cost the earth to buy.

Using PCFILE+ I have found it much more user friendly than Lotus,
dBasel!l and other blg nawe programmes and 1ts facilities are
ideally suited for one-name studles. I feel sure that 1t will
not be long before someone produces a package to enable family
trees to be printed freom the data held, it may even be already
available. Think of the advantages, when at the press of a few
keys we could bhe glven the asunswers to where all those unattached
Ducketts belong and then be given s few dozen more to sort ocut.

Dbtaining information through the use of & modem haz got ta come,
but will this not take away some of the erjoyment of the search?

¥r. Ron Duckett, MNember No. 1333, [Outwoed MNills Farm, Lower
OQutwoods Koad, Burton-on-Trent, DFE1Z 0QX.1

Dear Editor,

I was most interested to read Eric Banwell's article, "The Result
of the Praject 'ls Your Famlily Waxing or Waning?'® in the last
edition of the Journal {V¥cl. 3, No. 7. Parzanally, I feal +hat
the Guild should be dolng much more work af a similar nature and
I am glad to see Erlc leading the way.

Eric wonders why the change in the number of birtk registrations
between 1851 to 1980 and 1951 to 1980, submitted by Guild
members, should be different from the national average. Although
there clearly ls a difference, we dc nead to ask ourselves
whether ot not it 1s significant.
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Let me explaln “"slgnificant". Imagine that I had a c<oin which I
suspected might be blased towards comlag down heads. 1 could try
to find out whether or not it was blased, simply by tossing it,
say, 100 times. [f it were not blased then I would expect it ta
coma down beads 5C times and talls 50 times. Of caurse 1 would
be most surprised at thke colncldence 1f 1t did come down heads
exactly B0 times: even 1f not blased 1t would be more likely to
coms down something likxe 55 times heads and 45 times talls. The
difference betwaen %5 heads and the expected 50 would not be
significant since 1t could not be reasonably taken as a genulnpe
sign of blas, 1If the coin came down GB heads and 5 taills, then
that would be completely different. The chances are averwhelm-
ingly against that happening with an unblased cciun:  the differ-
enca between 95 and 50 1g very significant indeed.

Given any number of heads 1t 1s easy to calculate the chances
that an unblased colp would come down with that number of heads
or ies=. The normal guideline which is used is that, the Qiffer-
ence between what happened and what was expected ta happen is
called “signaificant" if the chances are 1 1n 20 or less that an
unblased coln could give that result.

This is exactly the position in which we find ourselves. We know
what happened (there was a drop of 13% im birth registratians);
wa know what was expected 1o happen (there shaould have heen a 3%
drop); the two differ, so we peed to find out whether or nct that
difference is significant.

From the Infarmation in Eric's article, T have calculated the
chence that an average drop of 3% could have given the results
obtained., It turns out that there is abaut 1 chance in 15 that a
result might be obtained which i{s as far away from the naticnal
avarage as was actually obtalned. Since this 18 more likaly than
the 1 in 20 which had to be reached, we cannot conclude that the
difference is of any significance., It might be, but the Informa-
tion presently avallable does not support such a conclusion.

Incidentally, some more calculations show that 100 people would
have needed to reply toc Eric's request for information before
any conclusions could have bean reached. Just a few more replies
could have made all the difference!

Roger Lovegrove, Mewber 628, [1! Marlborough FRpad, Bowes Fark
London, NZZ 4¥B.

Dear Mrs. Rumsey,

I was Interested to read Mr. J. Pepperdinme’s letter regarding the

name, Aguilia (Vol. 3, Fo. 7). May I remind readers that I keep
an index of rare and unusual Christian pames and I am always
deiighted to have new additions and to exchange information. A

saarch for an unusual Christian name will be made 1f a stamped
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addressed envelope 1s sent, but it must be remembered that the
index anly develops through additions. (Ildeally additiomns should
be on 5" x 3" slips or cards with the Christlian name in the left
hand corner and contaln full detaills of entry and sender).

The earliest entry 1 have for Aquila, supplied by Mrs. Susan
Bourne, is:

Parish Registers: Roydon, Essex, baptisms:
1648/9 Thomas son of Agulla Wall and Elizabeth bhis wife was
borne February 18th and baptised the 26th day thereof.

and one from Kent:

Aquilla Jancock widower married Ann Marshall spinster 1678
Sept Saltwood Bishop's Transcripts. (K. Holllogbee)

There would alse seem to be these additional variants:

Aguila Betts {(Bates) and Sarah, wife. 01d Romney Bishop's
Transcripts 1804/5. (X. Hollingbee)

Ann  danghter of Joseph and Acquilla Edwards, labourer,
baptised 8 Sep 1828. Bishop's Tramnscripts Somerton, Somerset.

Joseph Edwards and Acqullla Dade both of this parinh married
19 Apr 1829 at Somerton. Witnesses John Parker, Samue)
Lewis.

Buried at Beomerton Acquilla Edwsrds of Somerton aged 25
years, 13 Jan 1830.

Mr. Duncan W. Harringtoo L.H.G., [Ashton Lodge, Church Road,
Lyminga, Fpolkestone, Kent, CTI8 8J4.1

Dear Editor,

T tetally agree with Cclonel Swinnperton an the first two meetings
on the Gulld of One-Name Situdies which preceeded the Ganeral
Meeting at Leicester. | was there and have phctographs to prove
it! Ip fact I felt intimidated at the first meeting as | was the
only woman there, [ am glad to see that this situatisn has
improvad.

The fact that I am fully occupled with RAF research does not mean
that I have opted out of my Thirkill/Threlkeld research in
AnyWay. However, 1 think tkat, 1 have come to the end of the
"continuous flow" and must now try to fill io the gaps, link
famllies together and get a better system of filing. Ra the
latier - everyone else is much better at this than [ am, but
please do not offer advice, though I thank you in advance if yau
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were going to. Everyome's methad is different and as long as it
1s legible and understandable, I do not think that it matters.

Although everyone must have had military forbears in one way or
another, I would suggest that anyone of the post World Var 1I
generation should do a little RAFR investigation. I had na idea
my kin were ever airbarne never having met any who were, but now
I have a iong and interesting RAF 1ist of my own and a large
gaping hale in one tree was rapldly and accurately filled in for
me by a helicopter navigator, who was one of the rescue team on
the Piper Alpha Disaster. For many years I had wondered how and
why there was a little Thirkell clutch in Cornwall, with the "e”
spelling, and I foumd it had come from the north-east branch.
The navigator's apcestors had gone there in the early 1800s. Sa
leave n0 stone unturned. Nomiral FRolls of RAF stations - not
equadrons - are mines of information and 1t was probably through
mining ‘that Flight-Lieutenant Thirkell's family went from
Darlington to Cornwall,

On page 212 of the last lssuve of the Journal, Val. 3, ¥No. 7, a
query was made as to why Lthere are fewer births in later family
groups. Many reasons were given, but the main one contraception
was omitted. However, I have ancther possibility - ip my family
iine through several generatiorns, first cousins married esach
other. 1Is it an pld wives' tale that this has dire consequences,
as from then on, and before contraceptlion, +their familles
declined from fourteen or fifteen live births to two or three?
Genealogy has after all a "gene® roat meaning, is this what it
really means?

One last point of Interest to members, appareatly if data is on a
word processor 1t 1s not covered by the Data Protection Act and

ragistration 1s not necessary, while 1f on computer - 1t has to
bha. I have just de-registered mine as I have a ward processor
and not a computer. Models such as the Amstrads are both ward

processors and computers And one tends to refer to both as
computers.

Misz Eunlce Wilson, Member No. 143 [ 145 Harbord Street, Landoa,
SWE 6FN.1

Editorial Note: The following latter was originally sent to Mr.
Frank Leeson, FKditor of the "Genealogists' Magazine" and it was
sent for publication in the Journal at his suggestlon.

Dear Membars of the Guild of One-¥ame Studies,

According to P, H. Reaney, the surname CUSS with 1ts many
detrivatives - CUSSE, CASS, CUIBH, etc., is possibly derived from
COUSEF (S, COUSIF(S), COSIF, and CUZCF and are liable ta be
gonfused with CDUSAWNS, CUSSHN, CUSSON(S). Tha Middle English
word “cosin" or "cusin® was used not only for an actual cousig,
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but for any kinpsman. The name is occaslonally found with a
double "s", but such a form usually indicates a differeat origin,
CUSS0K may be a local surname from COUTANCE {(Peter de CUSAUNCE
1305) or a metronomic from CUSTABCE (Copstance), with pet forms
CUST and CUSS, ome origia of both CUSSOF  and CUSSE¥ <{(Robert
CUSTBON, 1332, SRCu; Richard CUSSON, 1379, "son of CUSTY) which
may alsa be "son of CUTT (Cuthbert)® Henry CUTTESDNS, 1329,
ColchCt.

Reaney refers to the name later 1o his boock "The Origin of
English Surnames® by suggestiag that CUYST and CUSS could be the
popular form of Constance from CATON, CATTEL, CATLIFN aed
CUSTA¥CE, or again that KISS, CUSS, CUSSE and CUSH accur as
Thomas William KISSE, 1327, BSRSF; William KISSE 1328 FFSS;
Lawrence KYSHE, 1537, Bardsley. This was explalned by Riley as
"a maker of ‘cushes' - armour for the thighs". But A. H. Thomss
suggaested that the kissers were leather dressers or dealers. In
support of this |, Ekwall notes that John TiX11, in 1292, was
alternately describad as ‘'kisser' and ‘cordwaicer' and that
Bdward Haripgele, leatber merchant, (1386) was a brother of Ralph
atte Brom, _kicnere, (134%), The names would appear to derive
from the 0ld French guigse *thigh' and Riley's explanation is
supported by Gedefroy's (1d French culssel, Quisse] 'partle de
1'armire qui portege lesn culsses' and by Cotgrave's 0ld French
culssaug 'culsses, armour for the thighs'. It may be that this
was protective armour of leather and that KISSMA®, CUSHMAY and
KISSFR denoted mekers of this, whilgt KISS, CUSS and CUBH are
metroncmlcs culsse with the same meaning.

The Castle of Falaise in Normapdy will probably be bLest known by
those: who may asplre to be the descendants of the knlghts who
fought with Villiam the Conqueror at the Batile of Hastings, than
for teing the oldest forfi:ess iu Normandy and the hirthplace of
Villigm himself. I would refer to Apthony J. famp's "My
Ancestors Came with the Tonquercr™ published by the Society of
Genealoglsts, in which ke refers to the "Genealoglsts' Magazine"
of December 19031, In this dssve of the magazine Ur. T. E.
Thomson had wriltten an  article "The TFalaise Celabraticn™.
Brieily this describes and refers to a bronze plague that was set
up im the Castle of Falel in July of that year, contalning the
names of "The Companlons of the Ceagueror”, who fcugh* with him
and vhose descendants may exlst today. It was Dr Thomson's
conclosion, backed by other emlunent historians, including Mr. &G,
H. White, F. R. RHist. 8., that only 1% of the 21% names on the
memorial can be proved to he “Companions.

P. K. Reaney ia his diagaosis of the family name makes no mention
of CUSEY (le Bire de Unssy: ons of those named on the Falaise
mamdrial, but not one of those 15 praved b}( Dr. Thomz:oo. It 1=
this name that 1s of great interest and could hsve heen the
origin of my family name, rather than any of the numercus rather
vague and wncertaln reasons of its origin set out by Heasney. I3
is » matier of speculation why Reaney, or indead Bardesley befare
him, made no mention of le Sire de Cussy - on the facze f it - a




far more likely contender. The transference to the tralling "a"
from "y* - the “e* disappearad inm the late 17th century - appears
to be readlly understandable, but this may be too simplistic an
answar.

1 wander if any member may be able ta throw further light on this
rather baffling mystery.

¥r. H. V. 1. Cuss, [Clover Rocks Cottage, Simonsbath, Ninehead,
Somerset, TA24 7JU.]

Dear Mrs. Rumsey,

The article "Row Blg Is a One-Fame Study" in the Winter ilssue of
tbe Journal {Vol. 3, ¥o. 52, mentlored that a possible raesult of
a one—name study is ta find people prepared to look at archives
that would ctherwise be unreachable.

I have anather solution ta what I thiok 15 a common problem, I
live near Bristol and my one-name study is of a name that appears
mainly in Bussex, Kent and around Dublia in Eire. Other family
history research wneeds work doing in Yarkshire and BSuffolk.
Famlly respansibilitles severely restrict +itrips toc far away
recard offlices — at present Sussex is out of the question, York-
shire impossible and Londan difficult.

My answer, for several years, has beew to find "exchangers™. By
answering advertisemeats or by placing my own in appropriate
Jaurnals of family history societies, I have contacted people in
a simllar position to my own; those wha are able to research in
thelr home areas, but not far afield. I research in Avon and the
surrounding counties 1n return for research in Sussex, Kent,
Suffolk, Norfolk, Yorkskire and London. Ko money changes hands
and I hope that those in receipt of my efforts are as satisfied
as | am with theirs.

By these means my one-name study now goes back 1o part to the
15th century and my otber family bhistory has been consliderably
extended. I have been working with some aof my exchopgers for
several yearz and bhave become almost as invelved with their
families as with my own and just as pleased as they are when I
find their "lost links". 1 have alga been asked, on occasions,
ta search docuyments that T would have bad no call to search in my
own famlly history, or perhaps wauld not have conslidered, so
extending my own knowledge and experience

To those of my exchangers, past and present, who may read this I
can only say "thank you very much" and to other frustrated family
historians “try exchangieg - I have found it very worthwhile®.
Mrs. Gilllan Bedingfield, Member ¥o. 873 [ Honey Hall,
Congresbury, Bristol, BS519 5JX.1
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REVIEWS

MERE EAL, FANJLT B RY_.& I JOUENA
¥al. 3, Fo. 1. April 1989. Published twice yearly. AS5. pp. 48,
ISSE 0955-1883. Editor and publisher: David C. Merritt, 12
Hdgar Court, Edgar Close, Swanley, Kent, BR8 7]}, England.

This Journal 1s outstanding for the vastoess of 1ts source
material, not only the historical, but also the international.
It reflecty the concerted effort of several persons researching
arcund the world and culminating 1o a very interesting Journal.

Twn  points the Edltor might cansider: {1y prianting maps
illustrating some of the material cavered, and (£) specific
grouping of material according to the apuairy referenced. These
twu points are not mandatory but could improve an already near
perfect Journal

R.C.R.

"B" - Boag ¥ewsletier., Vol. i, ¥o. 1. Jume/July 1985. A4, pp.
18. Editor and publisher: MNrs, Raema J. Gooch, 44 First Aveoue,
Rossmoyne. Western Australia 6159,

Eighteen pages of good humoured family zh. Tt g well
cayed out and the Editor's sparkiing wit

an £a5Y JGUITeY

through many formidable facts. it is llberaliy = ad wit]
eve catching cartcons.  Certalnly a keepsaks foT aayo searchicg
humocur out aiso for The

Boag or its varlants, not only for its
serigus research published theraelc. E

Howevwer, the Editor might obtain an [8SF¥ aumber and glve more
prominant display 0 her namé and addrenz.

NEEWES AT I TEMS OFF T N TR

NE¥SFLAGH FROM BORTH LONDON!

Just over a year ago, 1be lslington Brarch of the Jorth ¥iddlese
Family History Soclety started on indexing  two  ver
important collections of reccrds helid by I

Izlington Libra-i
Tke first belng the Clerkenweil Tetflement Fxaminations
{(depasited at Finsbury Library’ onvering the pericd 1777 - 1351
and, secondly, the 8%, Mary, Islingion, Rate PBouk=z (Central
Librery? which run from 1729 through to 1660, A cut-off year iz
preseatly being establishad as 1900,




Both of these records could be of inestimable value to fawmily
bistorians as they cover the diffjcult period pricr to the 1841
census raturns and therefore help to bridge the gap from civil
registratlon back to parish registers. Untlil now the records
have been little used and this can largely be attributed to the
lack of suitable indexes.

Two teams opf enthusiastic branch members are now involved in
transeribing from the originals and entering the records lutc &
data file on Apple Xaclotosh computers. It i= the iatentinp thetl
on completion the result of this work will he published, but
until that stage is reached the Jslington Branchk is affering a2
service of computer searches, Fupds raised by this methaod will
be divected toward offsetting publication custs.

To date, the progress on thbe index {for the 5t.  James.,
lerkenwell. Bettiemsnt Examinations s almost completa in its
Tirst phase, some 13,000 names (1777 - 1841 of examinees
tchristian and surname’ havisg been sentared o» compuler out of
tne total 15,000 for the whole work and sszarches could prove

productive Progrese on the Rate Eocks il also providing
workable dindex with a2 total of approximsiely 37,000 records
already transcribed with some 25,000 antered Currently.
pricrity 1s being giver to the early Rate Books up Lo anrd
including 1845, The work on the Rate Books is ac present being
conductad in two periaods 1oe., 1728 - W79% and 1800 - 1835 thres

aeparate years are alse iu productien, 1848, 1841 and 1845,
Thus, because of this coverage 1t is possible to establish the
seriod and address of any lIsiiugton ancestors. The first
i3 7 .

published edition of %he !ndexes will ne for the ysar L84L1 which
hoids approximateiy 14,000 records.

Famiiy tistorians and researchers wlshing to avail themselves of
thls service will receive a computer printout of every mention af
their raguested surname {v the sectlon selected

Iy

Fata Book search pericds are as folluws:  1923-1970, 1¥75-1790,
LBO0C1B2N,  i825-185%  and  1B41; whiie the Cierkenwell search
periods are 1777-1834 and 18195-1821. 1t should ke naoted that
Eate Books are {nitialiy belag isdesed at five year intervals
texcapl 1841) and the Clerkenwell Settiement Examinations are for
the periods 1777-31814 and 1815-1831.

Inquirers sghould write to 1 James BSanderson, 16 Fountains
Crescent, Suuihgate, London, ¥14 6BE.

Mr=. . R. Vescock of 71 Queen Anne's Grove, Ealleg, Londaom, Lis]
3¥F, writes that the bock "Miscellaneous Pgems™ by Edward M
Mandaville was printed and so0ld by Jokn Veacock 1n 1788 1o
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Vaterford, Ireland. She has copied out the list of subscribers
to this book and found that some names alsp appear 1n the
Reglster of One-Name Studies and the latest Supplement. These
entries are as follows:

AGAR, HOF. ¥ES; CAREV, R, T. ESQ., 10 coples;
CAREV, REV. POYSOFEY MAY; DALTOF, MR. PATRICK;

DALTCN, ROGER, ESQ., 4 coples:; HEASSY, MR. EDKUND;

DUCKKT, J. PARSONS, ESQ., 4 capies.

[f any member has any entry with Veacock, Veecock or simllar
spelling in his or her index, Mrs. Veacock would be delighted to
hear about 1%

Bip TINE RETURN

"Bid Time Return" by Beryl Hurley and Jean Cole, publighed by
Viltshire Family History Society, is a play written to encourage
new, and not so new, family historians to use thelr imaginatiom.
It 1s a teaching ald - arv entertsioment - tracing the history cf
a flctitious family.

4 Young Family Histarlan starts to research her ancestors with
the help of her elderly Aunt and her progress fs seen through the
avents themselves -~the 185! census, the registration of a death,
making 2 will, a  marriage, probiems with meeting house
certificates, an Indenture, a setilement examinatinn, a baptisa,
& penance and & bastardy examination. Finally she writes to her
Aunt with tke informatioc she thinks sbe has found,

The play lasts fur 45 minutes and kas a cast of approximately €
min, 4 women and 1 girl, plus extras Scripts cf the play are
avallabkle and ibere 15 a videc, for sale or hire, made by
mempers of Wiltshire Family Histery Snciety, pilus a background
book with decuments supporting the research, 1 a grovp wishes,
a speaker is available to talk about the backgr sued to the piay,
when the video {5 shown.

Scripts, tapes and books are avallal
Elizabeth Drive, Jump Farm, Wil FNID
England, from whom detaiis of = and parmi :
play should be ohbiainsd hefore serformans
glvan.

: from Mrs. Bery: Hurley, 21

YOOLVEY FANILY HISTORY ASSOCIATION

The inaugural meeting of the Wonlven Family History Association
{une-name groups was held at Worcester on Z4th Jurns 1939,
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Founder members camprise Bue Brown, Rob White, Dave Woolven and
Rickard T. Voalvin., Discussion at the meeting ranged from the
original home of the Waolwvens, namely, the county of Sussex, to 2
programme af cg-ordinated action to find and collate informatiorn
on all aspects of Woolven history and individuals.

Name variants includs WOOL(LOVER, WOCOL(L)VIE(E), WOL(LYVIN(E) and
VAL{LYVIN(E), Aryone who bas information on these names and
wighes to shbare 1t with the group, please write to Sue Brown, 25
Homecroft Drive, Packington, Ashby de ia Zouch, Leics., LE6 BWG.

The Richmond Local History Society 1s pleased to announce the
publication of "Richmond in the Census of 1851" by Simon Fowler,
Bfficer 1in Charge, Cemnsus (ffice, Public Record Office. This is
the first in a new series of occaslonal papers based on original
source material and comprises a complete index of the surnames
and streets of Richmond in Surrey as they appear 1n the 18512
Census, together with a full introduction snd a contemporary map.
Coplez are priced at £3 plus 50p. postage and may be obtained
from James W. Grean, 10 Topiary Sguare, EStanmore Read, Richmond,
Surrey, TW3 2DBE.

I3ECA D], T WES

The deadline for the Fourth Quarier ilssue, now 1o be knawn as the
January 1990 issue, is Monday, December 4th, 1985 and for the
April 1890 issue, Monday, ¥arch Stn, 19890,

Thoze memhers with an Amstrad PCVE2RBE, may 1f they wish, =eni
their contributions for tha Jourcal on di=e, which will be
returned by post.

ie b the Bditor of the JTournal of Dne-Fawme

FREFTFHER



THE GUILD OF ONE-MAME STUDIES was formed in September 1379 to encourage
the exchange of idess end co-operative lialson between the growing
number of family historians who concentrate their research on all
references to . single surname including proven variants.

In the majority of cases this acltivity 1s carried on by an individual
working alcne and not as a member of a One-Name Society, although many
such sccietles have been established and admitted te the Federation of
Family History Sccileties as formally constituted organisations. Such n
group, whether or not formally constituted, may become associated with
the Guild through an individual member. Anyone with o genulne interest
in this type of research is welcome to join, membership not being
restricted to those who reglster specific surnames.

The Aims and Objectives of the GUILD are:

(a) To advance the education of the public in the study of geneclogy
and family histery of persons with the some nome snd 1ts
variants.

(b) To promote the preservation and publicetion of the resultant
data, and to meximise its mccessibllity to inlerested members of
the public.

In furtherance of these aims the Guild:-

{i} Provides a forum for individunls and groups of people engaged in
the collection of ALL references and occcurrences of a single
name and its variants worldwide.

(11} Arranges conferences, meetings and similar gatherings for Guild
members and others inlerested.

(111) Encourages one-name resesrch, particulerly from originail
decuments, and publishes or assists in the publication of the
useful results of such research.

(iv) Produces a Journal and other Iiteraoture, helpful to Cne-Nome
Studies.

(v Mointains and publishes o Register of the surnsmes being
researched and of the places whore members have deposlted the
result of thelr researches, and through close assoclation with
the Federatlon of Family History Socleties, the Society of
Genealoglsts, the Associntlon of Scottish Family History
Socletlies and similar orgsnisations worldwide secures the
greatest possible awereness of One-Name research. By means of
the Register each member becomes the publiclsed contact and
expert in the name(s) he or she has reglstered

{vl) Encourages and ensures, by o writien undertaking, that members
dea; with all reply-paid enquiries, which relate to their
reglistered names. This undertaking is a primary requirement and
should pot be given lightly, particulerly with the mere common
napes.

New applicents for membership of the Gulld should send a stomped
addressed envelope to the Registrar, requesting a Registration Form,
Overseas applicants should send three International Reply Coupons.

The Reglstrotion Fee 15 £4.90 for each pame reglstered; cach
registraticn may include up to five varlants. The Annual Subscription,
payable ist. January, 1s £6.0%, end covers four issues of this Journal
ond two issues of Foamily HBistory News and Digesl. On joining members
recelve a copy of the current edition of the REGISTER OF ONI-HAME
STUDIES and supplements and new editions as they are issued.
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