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FROM THE HDITOR'S DESK

A big thank you to all the mesbers who responded so wonderfully
to my appeal for articles. The response included first articles
from quite new mesbers, which is very encouraging and I hope will
inepire other new members to comtribute ta the Journal. Shortly
befora the deadline I had received more than engugh articles to
£111 this Journal, =o please be patient if your article does not
appear in this issua. Howaver, articles are always needed, so
please kaep sending thenm.

Currently there is anather matter of great urgency concerning the
Journal. After the nomination papers for Officers of the Guild
had been sent out, the Chairman received the resignation of Mr.
Jack Fairfax, the Guild's Publication Officer. This means that
na ane at this time can be nominpated for this office, but the
nead faor someone to distribute the Jourmal is vital. Will any
member, who is willing toc help in this way, even if only in a
teaporary capacity, please write to the Chairman, MNr. Johe
Hebden, Aldergarth, Galphay, Ripon, Forth Yorkehire, HG4 38J, as
soon ae possible. The time involved 1s approximately four days
per quarter, However, 1f a member could get together a team of
helpers, the work could be done on a comveyor belt system and
would be done much more quickly.

It is brought to members' attention that Mr. Douglas Lobb, in his
letter on page 183, 1s offering to donate $Aus.200 tao the Gulld
funds, 1f any member can produce a list of immigrants to the
countries mentioned, in excess of his own.

Finally, 1in this the Guild's Tenth Anniversary Year, Nr. Fred
Filby, until recently the President of the Guild, but priar to
that holding more than one position during the early days of the
Guild, has written, a most enlightening and interecting article
on the first ten years. This article is of particular interest
to all mambers of the Guild, wha like myself, did mot join the
Guild until it wag firmly established.

LOOKING BACK TEN YEARS AND BEYOND Frederick X. Filby

As the Guild approaches the Tenth Anniversary of its formatios, I
feel privileged to have been asked by your Executive Committee ta
record some personal thoughts on our progress during this time
and tc tell how this unique assembly of enthusiaste was created.

You will all knaow from the opening paragraphs of the Intreduction
to the "Register of One-Hame Studies™ that the Guild was formed
in 1979, one-name studies being already practised by a number af
family histaorians, who in the course of researching their own
family tree decided to expand their studieas to other ovccurrences
of a relevant surname that featured 1p thelr ancestry. I
believe, that many of them felt rather self~conscious about this
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spacialization which deviated from the accepted geneaslogical
practice af exploring every line; aor maybe they had, like me,
worked out that mathematically, without inter-marriage, we would
each have had 137,217,728 ancestors in the 28th generation back
at around 1666. As the total pupulation of the British [sles at
that time bhas been estimated at around three milliocm it can be
seen that not only would there have bgen several marriages
between cousing in our family trees, but also a great probability
that many of us are already related somewhere along the line,
However, proving it is another matter altogether, but with a one-
name study ona can claim a legitimate affinity with an
interesting namesake of centurles aga, without having to prove
him an ancestor, although contipuing ta look for the clue that
will clinch the kipship.

My own interest in genealogy was started in 1961, when I received
a letter from a namesake in Kansas City, USA, who had bean given
some names and addresses from the London telephone directory and
was seeking assistance to discover from where 1n England his
grandfather had departed as a boy, when he was taken to America.
I had always felt & little deprived at not knowing anything about
my awn grandparents, so I experienced am urge to help him and it
was only then that @ found that we shared our surname with a
small village in HNorfolk, which I visited with my san apd
obtained come postcards of the place, intending ta send them ta

Kansas City. Howavar, [ procrastinated and come Christmas of
that year I received a further letter from Kansas City contalning
reproductions of the postcards 1 bhad obtained. Feelling

discouragad 1 let the matter drop as my business career was
pasging through a difficult period. Navertheless in 1968 I
recelved a personal letter from this tenacious American to say
that he was on holiday in Korfolk and I felt that I shauld go and
meet him, which indeed I did. Although I did not realise it at
the time, that is how my one-name study was started and without
wishing to bore you with the details, it may be ar encouragement
to some to know of a faw of the events which resulted from that
meeting and the influence they subsequently had cn the Guild of
Dne-Name Studies.

It was only a few weeks afier that first meetipng that Ellsworth
L. Filby, with the help of a Mrs. Mary Filby of Kings Lynn,
Norfolk, invited by letter all the Filbys they could find in the
telephone directories to attend a "Homecoming Service® at Filby
village church. They haped that perhaps 40 people would respond,
but the number that came was nearer 200. Detalls of the evant,
vwhich featured stroogly in the local press, were apparently
pessed to Reuters and the stary was repeated in many newspapers
across Britain and America. This was partly because one-name
gatherings were something of 2 navelty and partly, no doubt,
because of the defection of itbe notoricus spy, Kim Philby. The
rasult was that we soon had a mailing list of about 600
throughout the Epglish apeaking countries, who received two
newslettars each year, alternately from the UK and the USA. A
emall number of stalwarts from this large mailiag list
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contributed gubstantially to the collection of genealogical data
bayond the confines of their awn families. My former American
colleague, the late Ellsworth L. Filby, during several vigits to
Bngland, caollected a great deal of Fllby data by perscnally
examining the parish registers, wost of which wers then still in
the possession of the incumbents. I congentrated on the GRO
Indexes at Somerset House, whilst other colleagues covered the
published historical documents that make yp the British National
Archives, but the latter were less frultful of the surname Filby
than the references to the place-name. Hawever, we did marage to
publish the results of this research with the help of ancther
one-namer, Douglas Hamley, who typed mare than 50 stencils for
reproduction on ny duplicatqr. This was an example of co-
nparation batween one-namers same four years before the formestlon
of the Guild.

In 1968 I had seen nc prospect of being able to ¢antinue the task
af tourlng the country to search parish registers for Filbys,
started by ny American calleague, so [ became a member of the
Saciety of Gensaloglste knowing that they had transcripts of some
400 parish registers. One of my two sponsore for membership was
an English man, now an American clitlzen, P. ¥. Filby, whose 34
published books include a Directory af Libraries in Amarica and
Canada with ganealogical and local histary collections and bis
Indexes to over two million names of immigrsnte from ships'
passenger ilsis have since made his name known in genaealogical
vircles throughout the Englieh speaking warid. I do not know how
many of the 4,000 transcripts 1 searched, but it was sufficient
ta conclude that with few exceptions the vast majority of Fllbys
were Iin Narfolk and Suffolk, as revealed by Ellsworth Filby and
subsequently confirmed by a survey of GRD Indexes and UX tele-~
phone directories. However, in a cooperative effort, mainly with
my wife, EBlsie, we managed to add one additicnal indexed parish
register transcript to the Society of Gensalogists® callection,
which having been caompiled initially from the bishops' trans-
cripts had the distinction of starting 100 years earllier than the
surviving parish registers,

In 1974 I receivad an invitation from the Filby Aesociation ta
participate in an exhibition of leisure activities with an his-
torical connection at Brightemn, called “Heritage '74". 1t was
hera tbat 1 met for the firest time saeveral people who were
studying a single surname in parallel with other genealogical
activities and who, the following year, were to play a leading
rale in forming the Federatiaon of Famlly History Socleties. Two
come ta mind whose nemés yau will find in the currant "Register
of DOne-FName Studies”, pamely FElizabeth Simpson and Iain
Swinnerton, vice presldent and president of the Federation
respectivaly. The first issue of the “Federaticn Hews" dated
February 1975 reflects the fact that one-name societles were
anong the founder members of the Federation, while the list of
member socleties shown in the first tssue of “Family Hietory Hews
and Digo=t" dated Summer 1577, reveals that of the tatal of 80
societies, 26 were one-name societles. This degree of influsnce
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ig one in which every Guild member can share some satisfaction,
but later this was ta give rise to same problems that contlhue to
have a bearing on our activities.

During this period of rapld expangion which ragulted from the
raalisation by an aever growing number of people that while for
canturies genealogy bhad been the prerogative of the few wha
saught to gain wealth, sstate or title, by way of inheritance, it
was now passible for all to pgairn a knowledge of their family
higtory and thus a better undarstanding of themselves. Dnee
embarked upon the quest the devotess would use any available
mesne to serve their objective. Back in 1975 there wers very few
fapily history socleties to whom ome could appeal for halp and na
"Genealogical Ressarch Directory® in which to advertise one's
interest, so that when the Federation arranged with Franpk
Higenbottam to start a card index of people interested in a
particular surpame, there was a oteady response until news of
Frank's activity was reported in "The Genealogical Helpaer”
published in Utah. This resulted in a deluge of enquiries which
ovarwhalmed Frank, go that Iain Swinnerton came to bis rescue and
took over as Registrar in 1876. After a thorough revision of the
Index, 1t was published in 1977 for the PFederation, as the
“Ragister of One-Fame Studies”, containing approximately 300
saarchers in four sections corraspanding to categories A,B,C and
L. A few of these one-namwe enthusiasts were becomling known to
sach other +through attendance at Federation copferences and
decided to have a conference af their own especlally for genea-
logiets interested i{n one-pame studies. This was held at tkre
Grand Hotel, Leicester, in 1078. It was here during a
discussion sessjion that the idea was floated of forming an assoc-
lation of people wha were undertaking the study of a single sur-
namd. The decision was made there and then to call it the Guild
of One-Name Studies and a steering committee was chosen ta turn
the idea into a reality. As Chairman of that steering committes,
it gquickly became apparent to me that the experience that I had
acquired helping to form three separate family history societles
was not a blue print for briaging together patential mnembers,
having a committee comprised of people living +throughout the
country. Here we were being called uppn to think in terms of 2
national organigation like the Federation itself, but without the
resourcaes of a pumber of county socleties. Ve did, however, have
the active support and encouragement of those few one-name
socletias, who were themselves members of the Federation, but as
I was subsequently to discover each one-namer, who Jjained the
Gulld 1n whatsoevar category, was like a minature family history
society. Although the administration functicns were usually
concentrated in ane pair of hands there was a continuilty of
iocation and understanding that extended to a unique name index
which was constantly avallable for free advice for the cost of &
letter and & reply paild envelope.

In the light of this, it 1s not surprising that when early in

1979 1 wrote to those listed in the original "Register of Cne-
Name Studies" and invited them to re-register and join the new
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Guild of One-Name Btudies, balf of them replied by return of post
with their completed membership applications and registration
forms, plus £5 to cover the first year's subscription of £3 and
the once ouly registration fee of £2. Thus, when the Guild's
inaugural maeting took place during the Federation Conference at
Plymouth 1n September 1879, we already had a tbriving and vibrant
organization busy carrying out the tasks it had set itself. If
you are gurious to kpow Just who were these original ploneers,
all you need to do ie look at the members numbered 1 to 162 in
your curreant Register.

You may perhaps wander why I bathered to mention the ampunts paid
by those original members, level of which wag held for sevaral
years, but they do have a bearing on the fact that although the
curreant cost of joining the Gulld has almost doubled, it is not a
true measure of ten years of inflation, The original registra-
tion fee of £2 was intended to cover the cost of preparing a
revised “Register of One-Name Studies" and supply one capy to
each member plus the subsequent half yearly supplements;
hopefully sales of the Register wauld then take care af the
future reprints. However, the Register like all directories was
constantly changing with additions and new addresses and as a
reference book 1t was not a ready seller, aven %o other
societles, although as I know from experience, it provided an
answer to many enquiries. So its continuation through to a fifth
edition and beyond, with revised coplas toc all members, has been
subsidized fram the annual subscription, which was already over
committed from the start, as was explainaed in our very first
Hewsletter. The original intention had been +o send two
Newsletters per year with two issves of "Family History ¥ews and
Digest™ at the intervening quarters, thus providing a quarterly
contact with opur members. Howaver, tur edltor, Frank
Higenbottam, felt that siz months between Hewletters was too long
a gap and so we publighed quarterly in addition ta the two Issues
of the “News and Digest”.

Une of the items included in the early Wewsletters was the sub~
stance of Fraonk Higenbottam's “Runaing a Family History Bulletin
on a Shoestriang" and 1 absorbed his advice by printing the first
eight issues of the Guild's 12 page, A4, Hawsletter on a
Gestetrer duplicator in my spare bedroom. It 1s parbaps
fortunate that the start of this activity colncided with the
commencemsht of my retirement, so that ] could spare the one week
per quarter that it took me to spread black ink ovar both sides
of 3,000 sheets aof paper, which then had to be collated, stapled,
folded and stuffed into <nvelopes, which then had toc be
addressed, stamped and posted. It was all good practice for
sending out my Filby Newletters and the 17 quarterly issues of
the Jourmal for the Bast of London Famlly History Soclety 1in
which I had am interest. Thus, the finances af all three of
these societies were able %o benefit from that maglcal
*Shoastring"”.
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There were in fact other strings which bound me close to the
Guild ir those sarly days of its existence and one of these arese
from the fact that the drivimg force in one of the One-name
societies, wha had dome so much ta get us started, had
valunteered to be our Registar and so became the man responsible
for our fyture growth. Howaver, at the critical moment his
business career took a severe jolt, so that he had to opt out and
the Guild started its life with a Chairman, who was also the
Acting Registrar and as his address was that of tha Guild, this
was where all the enquiries came. Although we had an Honorary
Secretary, because of the geographical spread of offlcers, the
Guild begar to resemble the one man band that we had sa
frequently been warned againgt. Membership increased steadily at
the rate of about two new membars per week, but fnvariably each
ane involved several letters af aexplanation and counselling,
which eventually led to the receipt of money and registration
documents follawed by the despatch of the appropriate literature.

Howevar, this was not the onerous part of the steadily growing
correspondence, which increagsed to between thirty and forty
letters per week, mostly from people wanting to know if thie or
that surname had been registered, but alsc frequently asking for
advice oa thelr particular problems. After two years of this I
realised that I could not do Justice ta both Jobs and was
delighted when Derek Palgrave agreed to take over as Chairman, so
that I could, as Reglstrar, continue to deal with the never
ending stream af post that came through my letterbox every day.
In six years I answered aver ten thousand letters including about
a thousand that resulted from the Guild's <{my) address being
dieplayed on TV in a family history programme without oy
knowledge or permission. After reaching the age af seventy, [
began to wonder how 1 was ever going to stop the flow of letters
and what would happen when | was no longsr there to dsal with
them, It was then that we were able to negotiate an
accommgdation address for the Guild at the Soclety of
Genealeogists' new premises at Charterhouse Buildings. 1 anm most
grateful to all those Guild members, who bave valunteered to take
turns at answering the enquiries, which continue to arrive there
in a steady stream, ag well as the trickle of about four per week
that still prefer to travel via my letterbox, almost four years
after the changa. During my term as Regigtrar I feel that our
most significant development, for which we have to thank Derek
Palgrave, was the introduction of a copdensed list of reglstered
surnames on the back of the Prospectus. This has greatly facil-
itated the answering of ernquiries and provides valuable
additional exposure about the specialist activity of every Gulild
member.

I cannot let this opportuniiy pass withgut expressing my perscoal
admiration for the work and dedicatian that i1s undertaken by
everyone wha registers a one-name study, they can be genulnely
proud of being the expert in their defined field of activity.
This makes every single member a vital part of the Guild and to-
gether they are the Guild, which 1s making a most significant
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contrivution to the advancement of genealogy. This seemingly
endless chain is secured ta a vast resource of family history,
but like all chaims it i1s only as strong as 1ts weakest link.
This places a great responsibility oo every member, as well as
succassive Reglstrars, to ensure that those who wish to register
are left in no doubt of their personal responeibllity and it is
the Registrar wha has to form a Jjudgement an whether the
applicant has the intention and facilities to fulfil that vital
undertaking 10 respond ta all reply paid enguiries. In this
respect I always felt that the intention was more impartant than
the facilities, bacause we each have our awn way of working and
the gpportunity to acquire, for instance, a complete set of GRO
Index References will differ according to where we live and in
any case the callection of data for a one-name study is nevsr
complete. 1 have always regarded dealing with enquiries as an
exchange of informwation and even 1f you have the complete answer,
to reveal it all at once deniee enquirers the satisfactiom of
making discoverles for themselves and a little inspired advice is
often more welcame. It is the foilow up to this inspired advice
that can so¢ frequently enrich ome's own study.

Having mentioned the subject of GRO Index extracts, 1 must tell
you how ip a roundabout way my meeting with Ellsworth Filby,
more than 20 years ago, has bad some influence even on this
thorny subject. At that time T lived within easy reach of
Somerset House and although one had to pay a emall faee to search
the Indexee for a gpecific name over a nomipated pericd of 5
years only, it was possible to eurreptitiously extend these
parameters, especially in qulet corners of the upper gallery in
that delightful building. With the help of ny wife and eon,
David, we were, over a period of about four years, able to
axtract some ten thousand Filby references of flve wvariants and
at the same time to purchase about 200 marriage certificates for
Ellgwarth, which then cost the equivalent of 40 pence each (le: 8§
shillings). He was quite delighted with this progress and in
1975 invited me to visit bim in Kamsas City, fram whence aftaer
one week he took mMe Dby road through the X¥id-Western States to
Salt Lake City in Utah. Here 1 was able to spend several days in
the Murmon Library and saw far the first time thelr computerized
recards on microfiche, which was then called the Computer Index
File {(CFI). With the aid of develaping photocopying processes 1t
wag possible to obtaln priot-outs of whole pages of relevant
baptisms and marriages and I still have the Filby extracts that 1
found. Ellsworth died the following year and I asked hie widaw
if I could be of assistance to her in sorting and depositing the
large collection of Filby data in accordance with Ellsworth's
wishes. This offer she readlly accepted and so 1 made my second
trip to the USA. Whilst there 1 was able to make & further short
visit to Salt Lake City, during which I was introduced ta the
Senior Ezecutive of the Mormon Library, with whem I had a long
discussion. The outcome of this was that I was able to clarify a
misunderstanding that had arisem aver a2 Jalnt request from the
Society of Genealogiets and the Guiidhall Library in Landon far a
computerized lleting of the published City of London parish
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registers. Thus on my return to Londen 1 was able to set in
motion the evente that resulted in the Soclety af Genealogists
being the first place in England to have a set of CFl microfiche
for the British Isles, other than the recently apened Mormon
Libraries in this country. This I was able to fuand for them ia
"dpllar bille" saved because of the generous hogpitality given
to me during wy American visit. The microfiche was an instant
success at the Saclety of Genealogists, but having been able to
purchase only two wviewars, the time allowed t0 each member wag
very limited, as were the extracts that could be noted down on
paper. I suggested that this situation could be remedied with
the purchase of a reader-printer, such as I had seen in America,
but I was told that they could naot afford i{t. However, by loan-
ing the Society £1,000 free of interest for two years, I was able
to change their view and the subsequent sale of print-outs paid
for the machine in the next two years as I had predicted.

Having broken the ice on the supply of microfiche to British
soclaeties 1 was able a little later to launch an appeal to
members of the East of London Family History Socclety, which
resulted ip thelr obtaining a set of CFI microfiche fur Britain
that was deposited in the local reference library at Ilford,
where I discovered that they already had a reader-printer. With
the ald of volunteers, we ware sable to offer to supply print-outs
by post to the huge propartion of country members, not only for
their <¢ocknsy ancestors, but for their ancestors all over
Britain. I know for a fact that a number of Guild members joined
the BEast of London Family History Society and benefitted from
this arrangement. When the time came to purchase an updated set
of microfiche, a fresh appeal quickly provided the required funds
and the original set of fiche were laoked after by their Chair-
man, who also happened to be the Registrar of the Guild, so many
of those 10,000 enquirers recelved same of that *“inspired
mdvice”. Meanwhile family history had brought so many visitars
from surrounding areas to the Ilford Library, that when the next
issue of microfiche became avallable they purchased 1t for
themselvas, so that the avalladllity continues in addition ta
another {impartant facility that 1s of interest toc all Guild
members, but I must first explain the background to that state-
ment,.

You may know that Lord Teviot has played a leading rcle in tryibg
to negotiate the trassfer of the older registration records of
births, marriages and deaths from the GRO to the PRO, which would
require sapction by Parliament and twice the necessary
legislation has beea brought to the final stages only toc be lost
on the declaration of a gemerai elaction, During this processe
gpreading over a number af years, a rift had develaped between
historisns and gensalogists at the prospect of charges being
levied to look at public records, which would result from the
extra cast of housing and making available registration records.
In an efforty to take some of the heat out of the situation which
erupted at a Federation conference, [ wraote a paper suggesting
that without iegislation, of which there was now little praspect,
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the immediate needs of genealogists could be met in part by mak-
ing available on microfiche the GRO Indexes, which I had heard
were already being recorded on film. I suggested how the cost af
this operation could be funded, at least Lo part, by appealing
via the Federatlon to all members of family history socleties ta
donate £5, the then cost of a sipgle certificate. It was
astimated +that this would eventually enable complete sets of
Indexes on microfiche to be eold to llbraries and the mare
wealthy family history socleties throughout the English speaking
world, This would relisve the pressures omn St. Catherine's
House, with savings in time and travel that would prabably result
in increased sales of certificates, which cauld perbaps be
ordared through 1local Reglstrars. After discussion Dy a
Federation sub-committee, the proposition was translated into
¢ivil service language and copias circulated to all the relevant
people in government circles, including the lLord Chamcellor. It
ceems then to have been passed on toc the appropriste people, as
distinct from the relevant ones and so disappeared into the ipner
recaesses of Vhitehall, never to be heard of again. Haowever, a
year or twe later, some proposals were issued by the "Think Tank"
that were reported in the “News and Digest™ of April 1986 and
would seem to indicate that our suggestlons had at least been
noted. As a subsequent result, coples of a large section of the
GRD Indexese are now avallable oo 16mm film in my local reference
library, just as they have been in Salt Lake Clty for many years.
My dreams of obtaining print-outs aof blocks of surnames from
convenlent microfiche have mnever materialized, but we must bhe
thankful for emall mercies, in that, i1f I wow wish ta check the
spouse of a pre-1912 marriage 1 no longer have to travel to
Londan to do so. Likewise if you do not yet have the GRD Index
axtracts for your one-name study, why not get friendly with your
local reference iibrarian and local superintendant ragistrar and
you may later be able to collect your extracts eltting down
locally, instead of standing shoulder +to shaulder 1m  St,
Catherine's House.

This rambling account of my awn participation in a one-name study
and how that experlence has influenced my association with the
Guild, the Federaticn, the Soclety of Genealogists and three
fapily history socleties, aon all of whose comattiees I have
served, has praved tu be longer than ! intended, but I hape that
you will have found something to interest and encourage you and
to assist your contribution to the Guild's most vital asset, the
quality and sincerity of your ang-nama study.

SYDEEY 1088 AED A FANILY HISTORY BOLIDAY Mary Griffiths

When I first heard of Australian plans to bold a family history

. conference ta celebrate the Bicentenary, I little dreamt that I
should be able to attend it. Indeed it had never occurred to me
that 1 should ever go to Australia; but life can always eurprise
us and sometimes, I am delighted ta say, very pleasantly.
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My hpoliday, you do realise that this is a school essay, started
ir Perth, Vestern Australla, where I spent the first week with
cousins af my husband and straight awsy the holiday acquired the
family history flavour that it was to retaln to the end. My
hostess, Nancy Alexander, my husband's first coustin, was named
after their mwtual grandmother, Frances Allcroft, nee Chadwick,
and as & child had known her. This is one of thoge times when
family history is so frustrating because so recent and tangible a
person appears to have disappsared from the records, that is to
say, she has no beginning! This mystery has already involved
much gearching and pondsring as we have fallowed up each new clue
and Nan continues to rack bher memory for some small forgotten
detail which may at last send us on the correct trail.

Alsa while there we managad to make a naver to be forgotten trip
to the Stirling Ranges in the scuth to see tha wild flowers for
which Western Australia 1s so justifiably famous. 1 really had
not known what to expect of a holiday 1n Australia, but the
countryside ltself is gufficient reasan for the Journsy.

The PFirst Internatiomal Congress on Family History took place
during the second waek of my stay. Sydeney 1ls a super city and It
was amazing how quickly one got used to the routine of back and
farth tg the Conventian Ceatre at Darling Harbour op the
monorail. Registration was at the Society of Australian
Genealogists bheadquarters, a lovely old house, reminiscent of
Harrington Gardens, and here on the Tuesday evening a reception
wa$ held for the overseas visitors. The official opening
ceremony was held the following evening at the Convention Centre,
when the Honorable Peter E. J. Collins, B.A., LL.B., M.L.A. (Lib),
Minister for the Arts, opened the Congress.

There were six lectures in progress at any one time, allawing
ample choice, only marred by the fact that the Centre wasz not
quite finished, so some speakers were in competition with
hammars! The various stalls aand displays were marvellous it
their diversity and a whole day could have been spent very
happily wanderiang arcund them.

The Federation stall naturally attracted a lot of interest and I
really enjoyed my time helping out on it, there were a lot of us
who took turas and 1t was quite the best way of meeting peaple.
We were next door ta the Fellowship of First Fleeters and
apposite the Genealogical Socliety of Victoria, a very Jolly
group. V¢ managed to attend a few lectures between us and two
that 1 really enjoyed were on Chinese and Aberiginal family
history.

My interest in Chinese genealogy stems from the fact that [ have
& Chinese nlece, whom my brother adopted whea he was in Hong
Kong. Registraticen io Hong Kong bas been the same as in Britain
for the past hundred years, but there is a gap during the Japan-
age occupation which could cause an early stumbling block. The
Chinese, with their sense of family loyalty and ancestor
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veneration, have a long tradition of recording genealogies, 1in
same cases 30, 40 or even 950 generations long. In the past these
trees were kept up to date and the head of each family would have
a capy, sadly many af these were lost during the cultural
revolution. However, these pedigrees are patriiineal only, women
left their own families totally on marriage and are orly referred
ta in their hushands tres as Miss “Surname™. Widows did not
remarry and although there are liste of chaste widows and
virtugus wives it is mare ar less impossible to trace dme's
mather's line.

The Aboriginal approach to family histary is quite different, for
& start in Hastern Avatralia it 1s matrilineal. There were in
fact many different nations living in their own areas or tribal
lands, but the family groupings were more akin to a clan than a

tribe, They ware wery caongciocus of inbreeding and had wvery
strict marriage laws, the immediate family being extendad to
include cousins. The children aof a family referred to thelr

father's brothers as “father® and their mother's slsters as
"mother®, thus the cousins were regarded as siblings. Villaine
da not appear in an Aboriginal tree because such people became
outcasts, but the Aborigines had no concept of time, 1if some
action was of sufficlent importance 1t would be remembered and
handed deown, but 1t did not matter whea it happened. The clan
was & group who could clalm te trace from a commen ancestor or
mythical figure in the Dreamtime. Aleo they inherited from their
mother a form of totemism, a special relationship with a plant
and an animal, for which they wauld be responsible throughout
their life and could not marry a person with the same tatem, as
this would imply a clase relationship in their maternal line.
All of this was taught to the Aborigines as children and once
they understood their identity they <ould +trace their 1line
through their mothers back to the Dreamtima.

Very sadly for many of today's Aborigines this 1s an almost
impossible task, duve to the misguided afforts of tha Aborigine
Protectlion Board, who in trying to integrate and trailn the young,
took them away fram their parents as <¢hildren and put them into
egervice as farm labourers, housemaids, etc. These children lost
all touch with their roots and identity and only a fortunate few
may have the original form whick gives their parentage. This
practice stapped 1im 1967, but by then most of the damsge was
done.

These two lectures, of which I have given a very brief and simple
qutiine, were given by Assaciate Professor Greg Gubler of Hawali
and Paul Behrendt, respectively.

Thera were varioug other activities ito ba enjoyed. I attended
the Banquet which was held in the splendpur of the ballroom of
the Sheraton Wentwarth Hotel, with an entertaimnment, flaviur
1788, compered by the Tawn Crier of Sydney. Also | went on ane
of the history walking tours, which proved to be an excellent way
of seelng the old town. The Conference organisers had arranged

-172~



far those who wiched, to attend a performance of “Fidler on the
Roof* and I was delighted to be able to take this appartunity ta
visit the Sydney Opera House. Four of ug managed a tour of the
harbour cne afterncon and also 1 got ta the Few South Vales Art
Gallery to view the Bicentennial Exhibition "Creatinpg Australia®,
two hundred years of Australian art. Ny view of Sydney was not
entirely confined to +the monorail between the hotel and
Convention Centre.

On Sunday morning I went porth tc Townsville whera I was met by
my cousin, Jane, and her delightful 1ittle daughter, EKate. Then
we drove on northwards to the lovaly Pacific beach, beside which
thay live. Here we discussed the family mystery of Robert
Sylvester Poaley, one time chemist in Forwich, who was banished
to Australia by his family in 1694, for reasong unknown today,
leaving behind a wife and two small daughters, What becamg of
hiw? I had already searched various lists at the Soclety of
Australian Genealogists, their annexe and the New South Vales
Archives Office, but ta no avail. Perhaps he changed his name or
want to some opther part of Australia, wuntil then I had nat
realised that the separate states were su separate!

The last itwa waeks were spent touring Nortk Island, Hew Zealand,
with my mother's second cousin, Jane Burng. Jane has in the past
supplied me with much ioformation for the Parley one-name siudy,
she and her father, Norman Parley, bhaving carried out lots of
research before I was barpm; so here was a treasure trove of
letters, drawings, photographs, etc., to be studled. However, we
also found time to visit a gannet colouny, admire the geysers and
the scepery and tour several historic bouses, including a small
cottage, “Hurwarth", that bad been built by my cousins' cousins
{the waell documented Atkinson and Richardson families) when they
first arrived in New Zealand. Now there is a family tree, the
ramifications of which may keep one happy for hours and hours.

I returned home the week of the snow and wondered baw I had ever
bad the effrontery to complain of the heat in North Queensland.

Mrs M. D. Griffiths, Member ¥o, 62 [36 Duchy Road, Harrcgate,
North Yorkshire, HG1 2ER.1

MORE ON THE AUSTRALIAN BICENTENARY CONGRESS
Douglas H. V. Labb

Using "LOBBERY" as a case study, | spoke at the First Interna-
tiopal Congress at Sydaey, oo Saturday, October 22nd., taking as
my title “"The Value of One-Name Studies"., Detalls of the first
nine chapters of my tome, “20,000 Lobbs Arocund the Varld", were
outlined from the original hamlet in Forth Wast Devon, which
teatures in Domesday Book, to Chapter 8, which covers Austiralla
and ¥ew Zealand, and Chapter @, covering the U.S.4. and Canada.
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Specific enquires regarding the Guilld's publications were
directed to the special siand of the Federation of Family History
Societies, but only minimal supplies were avallatle. As there
were about 1,200 keen family histary researchers at the Congress
and the valus af the Guild of One-Name Studies is in direct
proportion to the factual publicity, a great opportunity was
lost.

¥o one could say that “LOBBERY® was not publicised. "Flyers"
giving details of my book and the costa of the varicus chapters
in Australian dollars snd the name of +the distributors in
Australia were distributed at the Congress and at the Latter Day
Saints in Salt Lake City, where I stayed a month en route to
Bydney and a fornight on the way home, praved very productive.

The “Genealogical Helper*, published by the Everton Prass in the
US4, bas a circulation af 48,000 per month and is available i=n
apst WNorth American libraries and Louise M. Everton, the Book
Review Editor cooperated 1o publicising Chapter 9, “Lobbs of the
USA and Canada". This might prove a valuable way for members ta
publicise their own one-name studies which cover families Iin the
USA and Canada.

Douglas Lobb, Menmber Hp. 159 { 1a Rosewlaz Row, Truro, Corawall,
TR1 1HG.}

Editorial Hote: It is the understanding of tha Editor that the
Guild {in cooperation with the Society of Genealogists and
Federation of Family History Societies had a predetermined limit
on the amount of publications that could he taken to the Congress
in view of transport cosis.

Frank Leeson

[Editorial Note: On noticing my appeal for articles Nr. Frank
Leeson, FSG, Bditor of the Genealogists' Magazine, very kiandly
sent me a copy of an article whick he wrote and first appeared in
the December 1964, issue of the above magazine. It is probably
the first article printed on surname distribution and almost 25
years later gives very good ideasg to those Guild members who wish
to embark on & comprebensive study of the distribution over the
cepturies of thelr registered pame and its varfamts. It must be
repembered that this was writtem prior to 1 April 1974 and thus
the old county boundaries and names are used.)

Their is an increasing interest today in the 'total' study of ane
or more selected surnames, usually in a wanner anclliary to other
genealogical ressarch undertaken for professianal, private or
altruistic reasons. All mentions cof the selected name or name-
sound groyp recorded, oftea, 1n the first instance, and
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especlally where the name is rare, as a means to widening the
knowledge of one pedigree, and later to help others who might be
interested in another branch of +the same famlly-group or
individual holders af the name. Scmetimes a genealogist actively
engages In pursuing all family-groups {i.e. distinctive groups af
families using the same surrame but not in fact related to each
other) bearing tke same name as a study in heredity and movement,
or even for the sheer intellectual pleasure of assemblling a three
dimensional jigsaw ln time, space and relationship.

Az pbvious use for single-surname records is plotting of the dis-
tribution and movements of bearers of a name or name-sound as a
means of indicatiag or confirming 1ts geographical or etymo-
loglcal crigins, multiple or atherwise, and its subsequent spread
and intensity. The latter information can be of iInterest to
demographers and soclal historlans, and even of practical value
to record searchers faced with an otherwise random search for a
holder of a certain name. The scieatific wvalue of a single
surname distribution study must vary in relatlon to the type af
surpama chosen; assuming that scme idea of the origin of the
selected name 15 known, 1t will be obvious that the 1Gth century
geographical spread of a surname derived freom, say, a nickname is
likely to be of less significance than tkat of ona derived from a
lacation,

A sound basis for the study of surname distribution using records
presently available {n suitable form, begins with the introduc-
tion of compulsory registration in England and Wsles in 1837.
The plotting of the birth entries by Registration Districts in
the Indexes of the General Register Office (GRO) can yield
significart results if carried out for a substantial number of
entries over at least one year of the earlier decades of
registration - that is, before the completion of large scale
movement of population into the great cities disturbed for ever
the remains of the old pattern of settlement.

As a typlcal example of a common local surname - the type of pame
likely to yield the most signiflicaant results 1in a distribution
study — we may take the surname-sound of LEE. Most authoritles
agree that LEA, LEE, LEGH, LEIGH, LEY. etc. derive elther from
ope of the many places named such, or directly from the Old
English meaning of the sound: a clearling, or a dweller by a
clearing. The =size of the clearing remains Iindeterminate,
ranging from a mere glade to a meadow. Amoog other names which
derive from Lt are ATTLEE (which 1s not considered here) and, in
some instances LEESOR (whichk is), LEES has bteen defined by
Reaney as the plural of LEA or LEE while LEESE derives more
directly from "pasture®. (P. H. FReaney, A Dictlonary of Britlsk
Suranames, 1858, p. 127 The spelling LEAT survives today in a
place-name {eg: the Leas at Folkestone? but, strangely, not as a
surname.

In 185¢, out of the total births for England and Wales of
503,422, 1,078 were in the name of LEE, 299 Llu that of LERS, 17%
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in LEIGH, 131 inp LEA, 26 in LEY, 22 in LEESE and 4 in LEECE. At
a rate per 10,000 births, the primcipal county densities in that
year wera as follaw:-

LEE LEES
Surrey 38,27 Lancs 17,15
Leics 35,19 Staffs 16.11
Yorks WR 34.74 Vores 9.62
¥otts 30.81 Vars 8,35
Davon 28.58 Derbs 7.94
LEIGH LEA
Cheshire 3G. 09 Cheshire 17.19
Lancs 10.92 Varcs 10.81
Hunts 9.12 Warcs a.84
Statfs 8,90 Salop 5.83
Somerset 2.87 Wilts 5.26
LEY LEESE
Devon 7.68 Staffs 6. 88
Cornwall 3.53 Kent 1.55
Herts 1.748
5. Wales 1.54

As the LEESON-sound names are very much less common (only 56
births in the name of LEESON and 4 in that of LEASOF were
registered {n 1850>, the full decade 1841 - 1850 has bheen
analysad for this surrame-sound, ylelding tha follawing densities
at a rate per 10,000 births over that peried:-

LEESCN LEASON
Yorthants 10. 06 Yorks ER 1.75
Lines 4,72 Derbs n.72
Rotts 4,07 Staffs .68
Yarcs 3.85 Cheshire 0,15
Bucks 2.73
Yorks ER 1.50
Derps 1.32 LEESING
Beds 0.68 Lincs G.47
Cumberland 0.65
Staffs 0.63
Londan & Niddx 0.57 LEESAM
Lancs 0.30 Lincs 0.79

The map accompanying this papar shows the distribution of +the
above surnames, with an additional symboi, a star, used to shaw
concentrations of the LEESDN surname autside the normal araas of
accurrence. For a full interpretation of this map beyond the
purely historical, the services of %the geographer and the etymol-
pglst are a necessity. However, even the layman caunnnt help
noticing that the LEE spelling does not occur at all in certain
mountainous and deforested areas such as Walaeas, Xorth-Vest
England, the Yorkshire Moors, the Bast Angilian Helghts and
Salisbury Plainp, though he will doubtlaess weligh the evidence for
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LEE as a name to be found only in wooded country against such
factors as scanty population in the areas mentloned, that Welsh
surnames are normally patronymics and even the contradictory
evidence of the LEESON-sound wvariations which appear on the
Yorkshire Moors and in the Lincolnshire Volds.

As regards derivation from place-names, half the fourteen places
called, simply, Lea, in Britaln according {o Bartholomew's
Gazetteer, are located in Lancashire, Chashire and Shropehire,
where the LEA name 1s alsc widespread, while three of the
remainder are in the south-west Midlands area of concentration,
On the cantrary, while thers are no less than nine places called
Lelgh, or KRorth, South, East or West Leigh, in Devan, the name
LEIGH occurs there only ance among the 1850 birth entries. The
typlcal Devonlar spelliang of LEY itself occurs only once as a
place-name; elsewhere, 1t appears anly ance each 1n Coranwall ar
Glowcestershire. Llea, Lee and Ley da, of couree, also appear as
particles in many other place-names and any exbaustive study of
the conrection between place-names and family-names would have ta
take all these into account.

At this point, Guppy's detalled remarks (H. F. Guppy, Homes of
Family Names in Great Britaia, 1890, p.43; on the distribution
of these names in 1890 are worth considering in conjunction with
the results of the 1850 cross-section birth entries:-

Surnase - LEA, LEE

Buppy's Remarks!  "Taking the two nases ctollectively we observe that they are
distributed over the greater part of England, though they are infrequent in the
south-east counties south of the Wash, and are rare or absent in the coumtias an
the south toast, excluding Devon, They are wmost numerous in the tonbiguous
rounties of Shropshire and Deven,* -

Comaenis, Ganerally carvect, except that, apart from the freak high density in
Surrey (wostly on the line of the Neald) bthe greatest densily is spread over
Yorks WR, Motts and Leics,

Surname - LEE

Buppy's Remarks: "is the mosi widely dispersed and by tar the most common ¢f the
twdo names,,,, (Tt} is feund over the larger part of England, possessing
indapendent centres in the counties of Norihumberland and Durham in the novih, in
Notts and the adjacent counties in the Midlands, in Shropshire onm the Walsh
barder, and in the south-wesi of Engiand,”

Companis;  Apard from the inevitable concentration in the indusirial cities,
vhich would net be evident in a study based en the distribution of Ffarmers, thege
findings are genearally correct, although the ‘cenire® in Shropshire is only one
ingafar as it constitutes a swall pocket of LEES isalated ameng other variatioms
of the surname spelling,

Surname - LEA
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Guppy's Romarks; “is tonfined to a limited and well-defined area, having iis
home in Cheshire, Shropshire and Warwickshire and spreading orly ta ihe counties
iamgdiately adjacent, ”

Comments; True, except that LEA is, in fact, 4plit by the larger pari of
Shegpshire, batween twe separate arsas af gccurrence centred respectively on
{heshire and Naorcestershire,

Surnane - LE16H

Suppy's Reparks;  "Probably in counties such as Cheshire, where LEIGH is a
frequent place-name as well as a surname, it has often been confounded with LEA
ang LEE, ¥

Compents; LEIGH dess neb in fact occur on {45 own as a Cheshire piace-name in
Bartholomew's Gazetieer, though ihe greatest concemtration of the LEIGH surname
is indeed found in this county, (7ha Rev. €, ¥, Bardslay ascribes the nawe o the
town of Leigh In Sowth Lancashire, A rare variation, LEGK, orcurs in East
Chashire where the manor of Adlinglon has boen held since 1315 by 24 surcessive
gengrations of the LEGH fawily., Accerding to Bapdsley, this forw precoded LEIGH,
the ' being added In wmore reécent times, ] Ib is of importance o0 note thal the
places naned Leigh in both Kent and Surrey are proncunced "Lys®,

Surpase - LEES
Sippy 's Reparks; “is a midiand name, especially numerous in Staffordshire ®

Compsmts; The main concentration is in South-East Lancashire,!ibe hawlst of (ees
near Ashion-under-Lyna was considered by Bardsley ta acceunt for these) and this
seems to be quite separate frea the wider area centred on south Staffardshire,
overlapping the only considerable conceniration of LEESE,

Tkere are small isclated concentrations of LEES and LEECE in
Viltskire and the Lake Disirict respectively. The latter
spelling may well derive from the hamlet of Leece near Barrow-in-
Furness. Guppy dpes net mentian LEY except in his table af
frequency, where he allocates it, carrectly, to Devon. It occurs
also in Cornwall and, addly enough, even across the Bristol
Channel in Glamorgan, Souil Wales.

The most remarkable aspects af the distribution of the LEESON-
sounding surnames are (a) their cocnfinement to midland England,
and (b) their geperal dissociatlon from the LEE-scunding name
pattern. The possibility of a Scandivavian origin, eg: from
LEIFSEN, for the occurrence of & number of varlations in a strip
down the north-east flapk which otherwise appear to have no
gepgraphical justification is worth considering. {cf. P K

Reaney, op. <it., p.xvii; "In ihe north we may have to recken
with GScandiravian Iarluence ... but the frequency of the type
{surpames ending in -sonl may be due, In part at least, to the
late development there of Dhereditary surnames. Reaney

attributes both the LEASO¥ and LEESON spellings to "Son of Lece"
{quoting John and Roger Lecesomn, who appear in the Subsidy Rolls
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of Cumberland and Sussex respectively in 1332), from the Old
French "Lece", deriving ia turn from Latin "laetitfa", “joy®.

Reaney's association of the names with the nicknmame LECE rather
than the local surnames LEE, LEA, LEES or LEESE seems to be sup-
ported by their dissoclation geographically from the latter, but
there must have nevertheless been many cases whare the names
arose a6 eiraightforward patronymice from one common of these
commen roots, and it 1s all the more curicus, therefore, that
they were so wvery much confined to the Nidlands until the early
19th century.

From wills, parish registers and other records of the i6th
century, the main nuclel of the LEESON-sound names appear to have
been in <(a) South-Central FKNottinghamshire, (b East Stafford-
shire, {g) South-West Northamptonshire, {d) Nortk-Vest Leicester-
shire and <{e) Londorn. In the 17th century the above mentioned
names move further afleld from these same puclel, the most marked
spread belag Zfron Nottinghamshire Iatc the adjacent area of
Lincolashire, Derbyshire and Norih-East Lelcestershire. The
plcture remains very much the same in the 18th century, but
towards the end of the period the fixed spelling variations of
the present-day begin to emerge as a pattern, and fa the early
19th century there are notable invasions of the Scuth West Riding
of Yorkshire, Socuth-East Lancashire, North-Vest Staffordshire and
even Bucklinghamshire.

The plet of the 1841-50 birth registrations at the GRO gives the
first fully authentle picture of distribution apnd 1in most
respacts {t confirms the earlier indicatioms. It does, however,
for the first time reveal to their full though limited extent the
faew small concentrations outside the Midlands {(marked by stars on
the map accompanying this paper), TFrom personal knawledge these
may be accaunted for as follows: (a) London: immigration from
the Midlands from the 16%th century onwards; (b) Liverpool and
Manchester: Iimmigration from Ireland in the early 1%9th century
{whither the Leesons had migrated in the 17th cantury on mliitary
servicel); (c) Portsea, Hampshire and Whitehaven, Cumberland:
seafaring families establishked in the early 19th century only.

The maps for the subsequeat two decades show a marked
concertration of births in the areas of the principal 1ndustrial
cities - Londan, Birmingham, Coventry, Leicester, Derby,
Nottingham, Manchester and Liverpoal - with a corresponding
thinning ocut aof births 1n the cauntryside. The final decade
mapped {1871-80>, however, demonstrates a reversal of thils trend
as the suburban sprawl of the big clties beglins. In Coventry,
though, the births drop to 4 agaianst 20 in the previous decade
and a knowledge of local history is necessary here 1o order to
reailse that the collapse of the city's staple iadustry, ribben
manufacture, in the previous decade was the cause far the exodus.
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DISTRIBUTION

of the LEE-sound surname
by GR.O Birkth Registrations, 1850

% of the LEESON-sound surname
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INote: The Lee-spelt surname occurs generally, other ‘than in the areas specially
marked. The English county abbreviations are those authorised by the English
Place-Name Socicty ; those used for the Welsh counties follow the same principle.
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As regards movement amang variant spelllngs of the LEESON
surnama, the chief altarnative, LEASOF, occurred in 1841-50 only
in two widely separated areas - the East Riding of Yorkshire and
the Derby-Staffordshire border area; from personal knowladge the
LEASONS are largely farmers and bave not shown any proncuaced
movemant even to  this day. In the Lindsey Division of
Lincolnshire ca curiaus packet of LEESING and LEESAE (the latter
also rendered LEESEN, LEESOM, LEASOM and LEESOXE), firsti noticed
in the 16th century, waxes in the 1841-50 decade. In subsequent
decades the LEESAX births decline rapidly and the name does nat
seem to be found at all today, while LEESING, though it has waned
in its native district of Horncastle, has spread north-westwards
inta the districts of Celstor, Brigg, Galnsborough and even
Doncaster In Yorkshire.

A plot of telephane subscribers in 1962 shawing the distribution
of the LEESON-sound names eighty years after the last of the
birth-maps still gives a reasonably valid idea of the mid-1Gth
century concentrations, apart from the rural nuclei i1in Sputh
Lincolnshire and Scuth-Vest Northamptonshire, which have guite
disappeared. The *“Drift +to +the South-East", however, Iis
avidenced in 1961 by the number of LEESON subscribers to be found
in the Home Counties. Surname variations as they stood in 1880
are alsp falthtfully reflected in the 1961 telephone map, though
this might not hold good in the case of a surname whose principal
variaat did not occur ameng persistently agricultural families.
It seems that as a pilot distributinn  study telephone
directeories, easily accesible in any reference library, have
something to recommend them.

Mr. F. Leeson, Member No. 86 [ 108 Sea Lape, Ferring, West Sussex,
D¥i2 5HB.]

LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS
Dear Ars. Rumsey

Jesslca Freeman and Brian Chrisimas are compiling a booklet on
unusual sources for ane-name studies, perhaps now would be a
suitable time to commant on the requirement for a more definitive
bocklet, ob a study of ope-name sources In general

Derek Palgrave's booklet on forming a ane-name group, as it is
published by the Fedsration, toc a great extent repeats the
requirements for membership of the Guild. The "pecking order" of
saurces though bave been left to the individual.

When starting an my search, it was difficult to appreciate the
number of wvariants that could be taken into consideratian,
espectially those surnames with differing letters at the beginniag
rather than at the end.
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While na strict guidelines can be laid down on how to proceed
throwgh ditrecteries and archives, some form af go/no ge chart
could be produced for inserting into a new, improved gulde. In
my experience the following traps could be avolded.

Saarch all English speaking telephone directories for the name
and varlants, not just those of Brifain and Ireland. Quite a lot
af contacts in ather English speakiang countries could be missed
atherwise. Also the LDS church libraries will assist in making
sure that all possible variants have beea covered.

Localisation of the name through the IGI should be the next step
and financies permitting, a priatout of all IG! references to the
name, both nationally and internationally, should be obtaiped. A
useful additioa to "Where to Fiad the IGI" by Jeremy Gibson and
Michael Walcoct would be to give the lccations which have the IGI
for all English speaking countries, plus those lidbrarles which
have priniout facilities.

Family backgraund should glive some guide to those sources which
are likely to prove mast fruitful. My owa searches of the Navy
Lists held by Portsmouth Central Library proved fruitless, while
the name largely occurring f{n the Forth =meant 1t was best to
leave the PCC Wills untll later.

The GRD Index can be searched cver a period of years, unless the
powers that bs start charging for the privilege. The Census
returns car follow, enabling a more involved structure of the
name studied to be built up.

Perhaps one of the authars previously mentloned could produce a
chart in conjunction with a booklet, showing a progressive order
of search in a one-name study. This I feel sure would make for a
vary sound pubiication.

Ona additional comment with the publication of the 6th Edition of
the "Register of One-Fame Studies", it would assist our aims if
all members deonated the 5tk Edition, plus supplememts, to thelr
local reference library.

Mr. R. B. Clayburn, Member No. 713 (4 Winnham Drive, Farehan,
Hants, FOI&6 8QE.)

Dear Mrs. Rumsey,

4 few years ago I wrote to a HURTINGFORD in Canada, but had na
reply. This summer a large brown envelope came through my letter
box, my letter had apparently been found down the back of a
drawer! The contents of the envelope proved so exciting that 1
feel sure that someons, somewhere, gave me a helping hand.
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I bad heen trying for many years to find out more about a
butcher's business in Twickeabam, run by a HUNTINGFORD in the
1880's. 1 had been tald that the name HUNTINGFORD was written on
tiles under the shop windaw. Can you imagine my delight on
opering this lady's letter to find not anly a photograph of the
shop front showing the name in tiles, but also a photagraph of
the proprietor, Charles Samuel HUNTINGFORD (born circa 1850>. Om
the back af the photograph was the address of the shap, 14 King
Street, Twickenbam.

I was tocld that the family business bhad been started in 1811,
presumably by <Charles® grandfather, Jesse HUNTIRGFORD <(born
1792). He was a maltster and later a publican, possibly in the
Thames Ditton araa. Charies® father was anather Jesse
HUNTIRGFORD <{borm 1819). Jasse HURTINGFORD, senlor, was also
described as a “"bricklayer™ and lived ian Cove, near Yately, at
one time. He had fourteen or fifteen children.

The same letter brought details of a small community in Canada
called HUNTINGFURD. Also I can now add ancther branch ta my tree
- a whale family of Canadian HUNTINGFCRDs. Previously the tree
had been “"prunad" as it was endarsed "went to Canada".

In view of this my advice to fellow ome-namers is "Don't give up
hope". Your letter may be, like mine was, down the back of a
drawar and perbaps the urge to spring clean will provide you with
a new branch, laden with fruit, as happened to me.

Lyn McCulloch, Member RNo. 795, { "Barrymore”, Marbury Road,
Cambarbach, Northwich, Cheshire, CWG 64V)

Dear Mrs. Rumsey,

Further ta my article on Guild Publications and sales
opportuaities ( see page 173 of this issue), msy I congratulate
Colonel Stanley Marker for his excellent account of the
activities of the Guild ie the Octaber issue of "Family Tree"
nmagazine.

The costs Involved in forwarding a "set" of the Guild's
publications not only to editors of the journals of the variaus
national and international family history socleties listed on the
back cover of the "Family History News and Digest" waould, no
doubt be considerable. However, the "spirn-off" from favourable
reviews both in sales of Guild publications and in applicatlans
for Guild membership could lead ta the "rewarding future®,
montioned by CGoalonel Marker in his final paragrapk in “Family
Tree" magazine.

To bhelp with such costs and to stimulate interest in research

cobnected with the Australlan Bicenterary, I will donate $Aus.20C
to the Guild funds, if any member can produce lists similar to
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the examples below, with the same or an increased number of
entries.

The lists cover detajls of names, dates of birth, probable place
af birth, name af ship and dates af arrival in the USA, Canada,
Australia, ¥ew Zealand and South Africa.

Examples: LOBB EMIGRANTS TO AUSTRALIA

First Mame Date of Birth  Prabable Age on Nawe of Date Date &

Place of Arrival  Ship left Port of
Birth UK Arrival
Miss A 18&1 ? 20 Orient 2041041881
Malbourne
Mz, AE, i - Siratus 1943
Mrs, AL, Port Adel,

Ax,

Thera is a total of 71 such entries for the USA and Canada, B4
for Australia, 38 for ¥ew Zealand and 7 for South Africa,

Mr. D. H. V. Lobb, MNember No. 159 [ Ja KRosewla Row, Truro,
Cornwall, TRI 1HG.]

Dear Mrs. FRunsey,

The intriguing article, "How Blg Is a One-Name Study?" by Orin
Wells (Vo1.3, Ho.4) evoked 1n me & mixture of admiration and
trepidation - admiration of someone who is bold enough to tacklie
a one-name study invalving more than a million references and
alarm that it has reached such unwieldy proportions. Will there
be bilographical details toa? One wonders if same family histor-
lans are not golng to inordinate lengths to accumlate masses of
speciaus information.

In the modern warld, where human beings are too often ldentified
by numbers, famlily historians should be wary of emulating
buelness practices. As one who, to quote Mr. Wells, "gets along
just fine with his paper system”, 1 am pleased to be able to tell
him that in a matter of minutes I was able to discover
connections with his surname.

Mr. Weille has a vision of the future when all ocur work couid be
joined togetber inta a computer system. I hope he will forglve
me if I hazard the prediction that when that day arrives 1t will
be found that travelling hopefully was better than arriving!

Mr. E. H. Dorreil, M¥ember ¥No. 39 [ "Koala", 2 Alnslie C(lose,
Heraford, HRI 1JH.}
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Dear Mrs. Rumsey,

In the Avtumn 1988 Journal <(Vol.3, Fo.4> you expressed the need
for more articies. How about a "Desparate” column? Most peaple
have the odd "missing birth, marriage or death making things
difficult - my own problems with SCOPES are manlfold, or seem so
to me. Most lines of the Scopes can be traced back with ease to
the marriage of a William Scopes toc Hannah Poole at Combs,
Suffolk, 1in 16i2, but 1t seems somewhat iromic that the three
descendants actively {nvolved in the research of the family -
myself, Eric Gowing-Scopes and Peter Turvey -~ are on the
"problem” lines. Eric and Peter both descend from a William
Scopes, probably barn circa 1770-5, who married Susan Youangs at
Barking (whick fncluded Heedham Market) 1m 1799, ¥hilst a
"missing" baptism could answer thelr problem, mine is much more
camplex. Thanks ta settlement examinatlions, charity and land tax
records, rate books, etc., the pilcture bacamas just a little
clesarer, but eiltker I concede defeat now or admlt I need help.
Having opted for the laiter, who better to advise me than ny
fellow one-namere.

My 3xgreat-grandfather, Thomas Scopes, a sawyer, marriad
Elizabeth Vatcham at St. Clements, Ipswich, in 1814, He was born
Glrgca 1795 in Suffolx (deduced from the 1841 Censusy and dled at
Ipswich in 1846. Unable to find his baptism, my long quest
began. The irformant of Thomas' death wes a Sarah Borrett, whom
I now know was his sister. Sarah had married James Borrett, a
talier, at St. Clements, Ipswich, ir 1821, possibly bigamausly.
Living with them in 1841 in tke parish of St. Peters, Ipswich,
which was pear to St. Clements, was a Thomas Scapes, aged 80, all
three of them having been born 1in Suffolk, This older Thomas
died in the Unlon ¥Yorkhcuse, Ipswich, in November 1848, aged 88,
and from the 1851 Census I found that Sarah had been born circa
1796/7 at Reedham Market, It looked as 1f my answers would be
found in the Barking/Kaedhan Market parish registers. Vrong!

The Barking/Needham Market registers did indeed include detalls
of a large Scopes family, but no baptisms for my Thomas, his sis-
ter, Sarak, or the elder Thomas, neither could they be found in
suurcunding parishes, the search alsc including nonconformist
registers. Over the next few years all likely recards were
searched with the following results:-

- : Thomas, Jor., first
appeare 1n the June-September quarter 1814. <(He had married
in August 1814.>

The older Thomas (shown as senlor when Thomas Jnr. first
shows up! first appears in the September -Decembar gquarter
1810 at Duke Street. All hils entries shew "no certe." - as
later events indicate, I +think, this means he had na
settlement certificate.
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Settlement Examinations at St, Clements, Ipswich - 28 January
1811, include comsecutive entries for both Thomasaes. The
older Thomes was a weaver, who had been apprenticed by
indenture (which has not been traced) toc a Mr. Huant of
Needham Market, weaver, circa 1773, for the term of five
years and that he lodged with his father, "who was a legal
settled inkabitant in the said parish af ¥eedhan Market" and
that since his apprenticeship had been several tlmes relieved
by the said parish of Needham Market. ¥y Thomas had beern
bound apprentice, circa 1807, by indenture, to Mr. Richard
Preatice of St. Clewents, sawyer, for the term of three
years, "that he served his sald Master and lived in his hause
for the space of 19 wonths but his ¥aster and him not
agreeing the indenture was destroyed with the consent of both
parties™.

St _Kichplas Parish Register plus Marriage ijcence Matthew
Day, a serjeant ir the 36th Regiment of Foot, and Sarak
Scopes, a minor, were married by licence with the consent of
Thomas Scopes, har father, 31 July 1816 - both were single
and of that parish. The witnesses were Thomas Scopes and
Willlam Watcham. The marriage licence shows that Thomas
Bcopes was a labourer of St. Clements, Ipswich.

ha : 4 Thomas
Scopes first appears 1in 1773 receiving payments almost
continuously until 1793. 1In 1794 he i¢ shown as “soldler® -
"dead" . In 1787 another Thomas appears and they became
senlor and junior, respectively. These records indicate that
only father and son 0f the same name became senlor and
Junior, Thomas, Jjunlor, hecoming plaln Thomss from 1794,
payments being mede to him slmost coantinuously until 1848,
In 1849 he is shown as "deceased". (Fote that the elder
Thomas at St. Clements, Ipswich, died in ¥ovembar 1848 and no
other Thomas died arcund ihis date, whbich is confirmed by the
civil reglstration.)

1.G.l: The 1.G.1 for England gives a few odd entriss for
Scopes in and around London, whom we have traced back to
Suffolk, where the family seemed to criginate. There was a
small line in Essex that died out and that was it, until the
1984 1.G.1 revealed those for Norfslk.

Thomas Scopes and Sarah Stannard were married on the 22nd of
March 1765 at St. Ztephens, Norwich, and three children were
baptised there; Thomas on the 26th of December 1765, Willlam
on the 28th of March 1770 and Mary on the 4th of August 1773.
The parish reglsters have been searched plus opther parish
records, but the only Scopes are those mentloned above,
covering a period from 1765 to 17¥3.

Incilude two

Scopes marriages that of Thomas Scopes and Susan Gaymer on
the 13th of Japuary 1781, both single and of that parish and
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that of Thomas Scopes, widower, and Hannab Edgley, widow on
the 9th of September 1798. both of that parish.

= :  Include
that on February 1801, Thomas Scopes received halp, but glves
no details. In the back of the baok an aiphabetical list,
which includes ather Scapes, gives "Scapes Thos. = 5" without
an explanation or date.

A4 list af school attendances includes that Sarah, daughter of
Thomas and Mary Scopes, was admitted to schocl on the 31st af
July 1801, but was discharged in 1803 for non-attendance.

—~4: These
glve lists of occupants of property, valuations, rates and
payments. A Thomas appears uantil the first quarter of 1803,
when thereafter he 1s shown as *late" Thomas. This "late"
does not mean that he was dead, but that he made no payments.

The faliowing entry is given for the 28th of January 1819
"Hire of horse and cart to carry Thomas Scopes and wife to
Barham House 3s." This journey was for Thomas and his wife to
gat work at Harlestone and included several other persons.
{Kote that Thomas, senior, 1s shown in St. Clements, Ipswich,
Poor Rates from 18)0 until March 1819, when he disappears.
Is this date of 1819 significant?

The large family at Heedham Market included two brothers, Stephen
1726-1782 and Thomas 1736-7? Stephen married at nearby Hadleigh
in 1751, two chlldren belng baptised there before the family
returned tc Neesdham M¥arket, where further children were baptised.
The various HNeedham Market records together with the Vill of
Stephen's son, Villiam, inrdicate that bothk Stephen and his
brother, Thomas, bkad sons called Thomas, both being born arcund
1760. so far, so good, but which gne 15 the weaver, who ended up
in Ipswich?

My own feeling 1s that my 3xgreat-grandfather, Thbomss, and his
sister, Sarah, were the children of Thomas, senlor, born circa
1762 and died in 1848 at Ipswich and that the latter was the
Thomas, who first appeared in the Town Land Charity Recards for
Barking and HNeedham Market from 1787 until 1848, Although he
seems ta have spent from 1810 until his death 1n 1848 at ipswich,
he continued to be supported by his gwn parish., Also I feel that
he was the son of the Thomas bapticed in 1735 at Needham Market,
who in turn was probably the scldier referred to eariier. That
belng so, could Thomas baptised 1n 1735 at Needham Market be the
one who married at Baorwich in 17697 If so, my Thomas, senior,
would have been born/baptised at FNorwich in 176%. Whilst this
theory makes things relatively nice and tidy, it raises many
questions, including the following:-

I{ Thomas, senior, was the one horn in 1765 at Norwich would
he have been too young to have been apprenticed as weaver in
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1773, when be would have been Just eight years old?
Certainly, the family at Rorwich "disappears" after the
baptise of the third child in 1773 and this date is when a
Thomas first appears fa the Town Land Charity records at
Neadham Markat. Colncidence?

If Thomas baptised in 1735 at Feedham Market was indeed a
soldier, whe died circa 1794 (there is no record of a burial
at Barking or Needham Market) would he have been toc cld ta
have died in service away from home, as he would have been
almost sixty years old? (England was involved In war with
France at this time.:

I1f we could prove the connection to the Rorwich family, then
have we found the baptism for Eric and Peter's ancestor,
William, in 317707

I should add tbat the fortunes of the Bcopes family at Heedham
Market seemad to fork vary early on. Richard married in 1667 and
had nine children, the line halng carried omn by two surviviang
sans, John, borm 1686 and Stepken, born 1693. John's descendants
became bricklayers and were able to educate their children and
were wealthy enough tao leave wills, while Stephen's descendants
were agricultural labaurers or soldiers and were poor and
illiterate. From the story I have unfolded you can guess which
iine I come from!

Please can anyone help me to uaravel my tangled web?

Mrs. Annetie Humphreys, Member No. 869 [ Flat ¢4, FRachaels Court,
36 Cemelery Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP4 2J4.1

BEVIEWS

4 DICTIONARY OF SURNAKES by Patrick Hanks A& Flavia Hodges,
0.0.P., 1988. Price £50.00

Fatrick Hanks and Flavla Hodges have attended, over the last s1x
years or sa, two of the Guild's Conferences te speak about their
baok and fifty or sc Gulld members are acknowledged as baving
made a contributlon to their own or oiber names in the Diction-
ary.

The Dictionary covers uearly 70,000 common surnames In the Eng-
lish-speaking world, that are of BKEuropean derivation, The
selection of entries follawed a form already widely used by Guild
members, 1.e. a survey of telephope directaries. The first entry
list was based on telephone directaries of London, Edinburgh,
Cardiff, Dublin, New Yaork <{Manhattan), Chicago, Cleveland, Los
Angeles, Taronta, Vancuouver, Sydney and Melbourne, nating names
with a frequency of aver B¢ subscribers, except for London,
Edinburgh, Cardiff and Dublin, where a frequency of over 20 was
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noted, Eight English regioral directaries were also surveyed.
Then directories for various Buropean citles were surveyed,
although only in Italy, apparently, has any really scholarly wark
on surnames been attempted.

It is difficelt, sinece T am not a philologist nor a lexico-
grapher, tc comment on the accuracy of the entries. Hawever,
discussing the Dictionary with otker Guild members, I know that
several feel that the information preseated by the acthaors does
not accord with their knowledge. This 1s obliquely referred ta
in the Introduction tec the Dictionary: "There are some excellent
studles of individual pames, often from a genealaogical rather
than a linguilstic point of view, and usually done by dedicated
amateurs, few of whom have a linguistic training.*

This is a fascilnating boock for browsing, and the Introduction
would repay study, particularly the secticn on the distribution
of surpames, but I would doubt that any Gulld member would wish
ta find £50.00 that the Dicticnary costs. However, 1 would add
that in my capacity as Honorary Secretary, answering querles of a
general nature from members of the publiic, I have found the book
of scme use.

J. R. Freeman

JHE TBORFE SOCIHIY and its varjapts — Newsletter No. Une, March
1949, A5, pp. 14. Issued by Nrs. K. Pearce, Trefa, Fore Street,
Narazion, Cornwall, TR17 QAD. Tel. Penzance (0736) 71(983.

The Thorpe Society and its variants first Newsletter proves to be
an interesting voyage into originality, thoroughness and careful
presentation by its Editor, Mrs. XK. Pearce.

The Wewsletter has a Table aof Contents, snd sometbing which many
other Edltors might consider, an Index. This is not said io an
idle way, for the time saved via an Index for a generation in a
hurry speaks for itself. A complete meal, totally digestible,
yet leaving a craving for mare.

R.C.R.

EBLLAND FAMILY WNewsletter Eo. 1, Vianter 1988, A5, pp.16, Bdited
by Kiss J. M. Bennett, 106 Bishop's Nansions, Blshop'e Park Road,
London, 5W6 6DY.

The Kelland Family Fewsletter, No. 1, 1is a delightful first time
aeffort from the interesting photographs to the inclusion of
researchars' names and family comnections, June Bennett's
intensity of devotion to famlly history research 1is truly
reflected in her editing of this newsletter. A good beginning to
a promising future.

R.C.R.
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NEWS AND ITEMS OF INTEREST

Members are reminded that 1f they are permanently unable to
contipue their gne-name studles that they should consider one of
the following options. First, to turn over their research tao
another interested person, an apticn whick is obviously open tao
members with ar A or B registration, altkough 1t may be
applicable to some others. Secondly, to deposit the results of
thelr research in their County Record Office, Local Studies
Library, the Library of +he Society of Genealogists ar similar
repositery, sc that others may benefit from all the time and
effort that they have put into thelr ome-name studies. In this
instance it would be very helpful if a member depositing records
would let the Guild's Secretary know the location of the records,
sa that enquirers may be infarmed. Finally, for those members
who have already made Wills, the Guild kas a "form of words” for
a codicil concerning the legal dispositicn cf ocne-name study
records. Tkis can be cbtalned upor request Zfrom the Guild's
Secretary.

Eric Banwell wrote at the end af Fabruary that he has recelved
over 50 replies, which are forming an interesting pattera and
that he looks forward to letting the Bditor have the results
summarised for publication in the next Journal. If any member
has not yet responded, there is still time, as the repart will be
based on data available mid ¥ay,

Many wmembers have accompanlied thelr return with leng and
interesting letters. These give more informetion or say why they
believe thelr results are likely to be different from what was
anticipated. Eric 1is sorry that he cannot respond individually,
but wishes toc thank everyone for thelr interest through the
Jourpal. He will mention many of your comments in his report, as
passible areas to look at, to explaln your own returns.

It seams that it was not clear that St. Catherine's House records
only were intended. One member submitted his Scottish records,
while ancther asked whether he should include an Australlan
branch of the family.

Also some members seem concerned that thelr families appear to be
ip decline, including the President of one of our natiooal famlly
history organisations. BEric hapes tkat he bas not been the cause
of anyone losing sleep and believes that the next Jourpal will
demonstrate that most of those who made ikis comment are in fact
“Mr. Average".
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Bric has with the help of one other person transcribed over 5,000
8t. Catherine's entries for his own name. Many of the responses
that he received cover significantly larger numbers, so it is
clear that one attribute of Guild members 1s stamina. This
should encourage those who are still siruggling with the heavy
tones.

As as final point bhe says that in the second week of receiving
replies he was surprieed ai the continuing even spread of returns
throughout the week. However, when he looked at the envelopes
that had a clear postmark, he realised that delivery tlmes were
anything from one toc six days with three days belng the most
usual, which makes bim think that perhaps he should have sought
returns to determine the average time and spread af second class
mail delivery from variocus locatfons!

The response sc far seems encouraging and it is hoped to have a
follow up project in the next lssue of the fournal.

Thie booklet campiled by Mrs. X. E. Bryant Rosler contains the
ipdex to "Phillimore's Marriages". These are printed volumes of
transcribed marriages for many parishes 1n almost every county of
England up until 1812, but i{a certaln cases beyond this date.

It has been compiled to ernable the searcher ta locate which
parishes have been pudblished in this series.

The parishes where the marriages took place are indexed under
their respective counties and show the pericd covered along with
the pumber of the volume in which this infaormation may de found.

Information con tkis publicaticn can be obtained from:-

Mre. K. EB. B. Rosler, 71 Greenfleld Crescent, Caowplailn,
Portemouth, Hants, P08 9EL.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
IHE OFFLEY FANILY SOCIETY
The third annual meeting of members of the Offley Family Society
will be heid on July 8th at Friendship House, Wellfield Closae,
Hatfield, Hertfordshire.

The Saclety now has nearly 70 members, most of whom can claim
direct descent from elther John Offley of Fenstanton, Huntingdon-
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skire, who made his Will ian 1581 or Willlam Offley of Staffard,
Sheriff of Chester in 1517,

Mrs. Bherry MNartin, B.A., an experienced famlly bistorian and
demographer, will give a talk on Victorian censuses in the
afternoon and the Hertfordshire Family and Population History
Society is kindiy providing a baok stall.

Further detaills are avallable from:- J. R. Richards, 2 The
Green, Codicote, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, 5G4 8UR. Tel: Stevenage
{04385 820006.

The International Haskell Family Association will hold i1ts first
USA reunion in Danvars, Massachusetts, on July 29, 168G, The
resnion 1s in celebration of 354 years of Haskells in the USA.
The program wil]l feature seminare conducted by professional
gersalogists, tours of historic attractions, how to laok up your
roots workshops, exhibits of Haskell paraphernalia, a buffet
luncheon, president's recepticon and  evenlung  banquet with
entertainment.

Memberskip in the International Haske}l Family Association 1s
gpen to all Haskell descendants and all are welcome to the
revnlon. For membership applicatica and reunion reservatioon
forms write ta: Marion 5. Anderson, 200 Brightdale Road,
Timonium, MD 21093, USA.

DEADILINES
The deadline for the Second Quartar issue of the Journal Is
Nonday, June 5th, 198% and for the Third Quarter issue is
Tuesday, September 5th, 1989,
Those members with an Amstrad PCW8266, may 1if they wish, send
their coatributions for the Journal! omn disc, which wiil be
returned to them by past.
Copyright of material 1s with the Guild and the author.

FHIELERT
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THE GUILD OF ONE-NAME STUDIES was formed ln September 1978 to encourage
the exchange of ideas and co-operalive Jinison between the growing
number of family historians who concentrale 1Lheir research on all
references to a single surname including proven variants,

In the majority of cases this activity is carried on by an individual
working alone and not as a member of a One-Name Society, although many
such socleties heve been established and admitted te the Federalion of
Family History Sorieties as fermally censt!tuted organisations.

The Alms and Objectives of the GUILD are:

(ay To bring together those individuals and groups of peeple who arae
engaged In the collection of {emily data relative 1o all
references, branches, and occurrences of a single surname and
its proven variants,

(b) To encourage members to underlake original research from
contemporary decuments and to publish thelr findings.

{c) Te produce a Journal or Newsletier, hold periodic meetings, and
exchange information on scurces and research technlques helpful
to One-Name activity.

{d> To maintaln and publish & Register of the surnames belng
researched and, through close associat!ion with the Federation of
Family History Socletles and the Soclety of Genealoglsts, secure
the greatest possible awareness of Cne-Name research. By means
of the Register each member becomes the listed expert on the
surname he or she has regl!stered.

{e) Tc encourage ond ensure, by a written undertaking, that members
will deml with all reply-paid enquiries, which relate to their
registered surnames.

New applicants for membership of the Guild should send a stamped
addressed envelepe tc the Registrar, requesting a Reglstration Form.
Overseas applicants should send three International Reply Coupons,

The Registration Fee 1s £4.00 for each npame registered; each
registration may Include up tc five varlants. The Annual Subscription,
payable 1si. January, 1s £5.9Q, and covers four issues of this Journal
and itwo issues of Famlly History Rews and Digest. On joining members
recelve a copy of the current edition eof the REGISTER OF ONE-NAME
STUDIES and supplements as they are issued,
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