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FRONM THE. EDITOR'S DESK

First, I would like to thank Pr, James Hodsdon for all his hard
work in compiling the index for the second volume of the Journal.
Sacondly, there appears to be some confusion as to where the
surveys of surnames from telephone directories for Dr. Mascie-
Taylor and Professor Lasker are to be sent. I have received
several completed surveys which I have sent on. However, the
full address is: The Department of Biological Anthropolegy,
Downing Street, Cambridge, CB2 3DZ.

In this ilesue rather more space has been given to two types of
item than usval, namely administration and the report of the One-
Day Conference at Portemouth. The decision to do this has been
because for many members detalls of administration of the Guild
can only come to them through the Journal and the fact that the
above Conference was over subecribed and same members and their
friends were disappointed by falling to get a place. It was of
particular interest and the subject of the First Fleet was such
that 1t is not likely to be repeated at a future conference, as
is sopetimes the case.

Now to a subject that some may be inclined to relegate tao the
future. What will happen to the fruits of all your research
after your death? Please think about this and when writing a
Will make provision far what 15 to happen %o documents,
notebooks, publicaticns etc. It may be that there 1s someane,
who will be ready to take over the research where you have left
off, but frequently family and/or executors simply do not know
what to do with this material and it could end up in the rubblsh
bin or on a bonfire. How often one hears "1 remember when we
turned out ... we burnt ... I wish we bsd them now!"™ [ can
sympathlse as I still remember the day at the beginning of the
Second World War when the photographs of a large number of my
ancestors went up in flames 1n the garden for fear that they
might add to the conflagration if ever an incendiary bomb came
into the attic. All I remembersd was Selina because she had a
“funny" name and very serious face. Recently I realised that she
was my great-great—aunt, Selina Curtis, born in Rackenford, Devan
aver 180 years ago. The Guild is unable to take members bequests
because of storage difficulties, but the Society af Genealogists,
county and local record offices and local libraries will do so.
Please gilve sericus thought to this as much important work could
a0 easily be lost.

In the past I have referred to the aeed to use original sources
and not to rely on what others have written., However, equally
important is to understand the historical background of the
period one is researching, as this can give clues as to where to
search as well as preventing erronecus judgments. For those
unfamilar with the historical background in England, there are a
number of booke above the level of a school text book which will
supply good background material and give a comprehensive
bibliography if futher material is needed on a particular topic.



My own favourite 1is the Oxford History of England series,
published by the Oxford University Press, but there are others
and if needing information in a burry the Encyclopedia Britannica
may prove of use.

FEOM THE CHAIRKAN John Hebden

Dur cifer made last Spring to all UK member socleties to exchange
our Register for "Members Interests" was only taken up by about a
third, which after ailowing for those who do not produce one, is
still disappolnting. We already produce a leaflet in the form of
our Prospectus, which is reprinted every six months and contains
an updated list of names being researched. This is included in
the information packs sent out by the Federation of Family
History Societies on request to libraries and record offices and
by one large family history society with its welcome packs. The
Guild will gladly supply any scclety which wishes to do this.
Does your local record office xnow about the Guild and does it
have coples of the Praspectus? If not, please let us know, If
when researching at a record office you normally write “family
history" or "genealogy" as the purpose of your visit, why not put
"one-name study"?

It is perhaps worth mentloning that there is a steady acceler—
ation in the rate of registrations received with which at present
our voluntary officlals are able to keep pace; it would do us no
good to encourage an overwhelming surga.

Funds have Deen needed since the beginning of the year to finance
the publication of two new books and tha replenishment of stocks
of badges and binders. Other major outgolngs are also very
possible during the current year. ’

AMENDEENTE TO THE CONSTITUTION

In the light of the increasing workload carried by all members of
the Committee and to give scme flexibility it has been thought
wise to stirengthen the Committee by the creation uf the pesition
of Vice-Chairmsan. Accordingly notice is givan below of the
necessary changes to the Constitution to be put before the Annual
General Keeting in May. If approved the change will come into
effect from the 1989 AGK. At present we still await a decision
from the Charity Commissioners on our application for Charitable
Status; any response from them will be reported to you as soon as
possible.

NOTICE OF NOTION
OFFICBRS

In (a) insert after Chairman, “Vice-Chairmsn”. JIn the second
sentenca substitute "six* for "fivae".
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6., EIECUTIVE COMMITTEE
In (a) substitute “six® for “five".

JATERNATIONAL AFFAIRS Keith B.G. Meredith

The Guild bas registered its 1000th member, celebrates 1its 10th
anniversary in 1989 and with over 10% of its members residing
overseas 1s now a truly international organisation

Communication and contact for all members is mainly through the
Journal and the Register together with the AGM and the Regional
Mestinge organised by members in their locality. There is much
pleasure when overseas members visit the UK and are able to
attend a meeting and/or visit individual members. The essence of
the Guild is contact and cocperation so the Executive welcomes
any oppartunity for wider contacts with members. They were able
to benefit from an exchange of news and views with the private
visits of Chris Barrett and = Derek Palgrave to the USA and by
Keith Meredith to Australia and New Zealand. As a result of
these exchanges the Executive considered the following recommen—
datioms.

i) That subject to catisfactory administration arrangements an
overseas corresponding member be appoiated to the Bxecutive
for those countries where the nsed or desire for omne had been
identified.

2> That category differences hetween UK and overseas members be
eliminated.

3) All members to have the option to reglster a name restricted
to gne country, but not less than one country.

4) That overseas members be asked whether they could formulate
and accept obligaticns particular to theilr country.

Chairman Jobn Hebden wrote to the overseas members seeking thelr
views and comments on the above. Replies were received from some
2%% of those circulated; 60% of these commented generally to
relaforce their vote. The resulis were as follows:

RECOMKENDATIOY FOR AGAINST DO NOT KNOW
1} Overseas corresponding member. 95% 5% 0%
2) Elimipate category differences. 90% 5% 5%
3} One country option. 65% 25% 10%
4) Overseas country obligations, 0% 5% 5%

After careful consideration it was decided %o:
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1> Appuint Overseas Corresponding Members with terms of
referenca.

2) Biiminate category differences but retain D¢ for
administrative purpeses. Overseas members can register D,
D4, DB, DC or DE.

3) Defer Ume Courtry Option until the view of all menbers are
known. The Guild computer and input effort are serious
limitations.

4) Implement cverseas country obligations wherever possible.
5) Appoint Keith Meredith as the Overseas Liasaon Officer,

The Guiid celebrated the Arrival of the First Fleet with a most
enjoyable Regional Meeting in Januvary at Portsmouth, the port of
departura. (A full report appears elsewhere in this issue.) It
is hoped that during Australia's Bilcentennial Genealogical
Confereace in Sydnay, October 1988, that Australian members may
be able 1o arrange a Guild meeting during the Conferenca. it
would therefore be helpful if members could let me know 1f they
will be attending. My address 1s now "Hillside View", The
Hollies, Nallsworth, Glos., GL6 QAV, Tel. 0453835404,

GUILD ONE-DAY CONFEREECES A Mocsage from the Registrar

To come exteat I realise that these are regional affairs but
frequently people from outside the area choose to attend,
combining the occasion with research or %o hear a particular
speaker, whom they have not been able tc hear elsewhere,

In the future when these are being arranged, I wander if the
committee could please see 1f local people attending could
perkaps meet somebody at a nearby British rail or coach station,
providing them with bed and breakfast on either the Friday night
and/or Saturday night as the case may be. As a guide for charges
the rates could be the omes shown Iin the FFES Accomadation
Register. Not everybody has a car and not everybody wishes tao
drive a distance, particularly after dark on motorways. Several
people mentioned this te me on the occasion of the conference
held at Spofforth, which is rather a difficult place to reach and
it was those conversations that sparked off my writing this., 1
foresee that Cavendish, Suffolk, would £all inte the same
category in the likelihood that a conference is held there,

I feel +the above 1s worthy of consideration if we are to
encourage people to attend One Day events, which generally appear
to be quite popular with members and alsa, pleasing to non-
members, if attendance figures are anything to go by!
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I understand that the next Conference is at Bath so perbaps those
anergetlic and enthusiastic people who are arranging it could bear
the above in mind. The venue in Bath, however, is falrly central
apd is close %0 the rali and coach stations so some of the above
raticnale is not as applicable. Nevertheless the reduced expense
of a friendly bed and breakfast arrangment is still appealing,
especially with people of similar interests.

¥rs. 1.J. Marker, Member HNo. 93 [ "Greean Kidges" 25 Gladsdale
Drive, Pinner, Niddlesaex, HAS ZPPF}

PORTSEOUTH, 23 JANUAEY 1988
Contributed by Lt Col Stanley Marker, KESG USAF (Ret)

Blustery Portemouth, by the white-capped sea, was the site of
this One Day Conference which had as its theme the eplc vovage of
the First Fleet to 1its Australian destination. It would have
been difficult to envisage a more fitting venue than the one
which was the embarkation point of the fleet carrying the convict
gettlers to a new life down under. Most of the credit for the
salaction of the venue and the smooth flowing pace of events must
be given to our hard~working Treasurer, Sydney Brewin. Thank
you, Bydney, for a job well done! A total of 70 one-namers were
in attendance, with 24 of them staying at the Keppel's Head
Hotel, site of the Conference, elther one or two nights of 22 and
23 January. As Sydney stated at the outset, he wag initially
worried that there might be some difficulty in achieving the goal
of at least 35 wmembers in attendsnce amd he was most pleased to
double the initial expectation.

The function officially got under way with Sydney's introduction
‘of the first speaker of the day, Dr. James Thomes, School of
Social and Historical Studlies, Portsmouth Polytechnic., His topilc
was "Portsmouth in the 1780's - The background of the First
Fleet's Departure" and it was most successful in its objectlve of
providing an excellent insight as to conditions prevailing in the
walled city of those early days. There was friction between the
townspeople and the paval/military forces, with the latter
generally loathed by the former! However, it was recognised that
the prosperity of the City was dependant on the sea, the ships
and the men that seailed thereon. A certain "fashionable eolite®
developad as a class and the High Street, Portsmouth, was
recognised as one of the flnest shopping districts in the south
of Eangland. The dockyarde were a technical wonder and attracted
many visitors from averseas. The unpeid bills, the illegitimacy
and the other myriad problems associated with a transient popuia-
tion were more or less accepted as & way of life. All European
diplomats entered and departed through Portsmouth, an indication
of its importance as the premier BHEnglish port. Against this
background, in late 1786, provisions bagan for the assembly of
the First Fleet., Its final destination was the subject of many
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changes, including several that would have taken 1t to various
parts of the African continent, until Botany Bay was selected as
its part of call. Plans were made far a voyage lasting up to
three years and 11 ships with a total displacement af 4000 tons
were assembled to transport 1200 people the 15,000 miles. Thirty
wagons were used, together with several small ships, to transport
the 568 male and 191 female prisoners to the assembly area. The
Fleet was finally gome by 12 May 1787, with Portsmouth exhibiting
a rather blase attitude about the whole thing. They were used to
convicts leaving by sea, a total of over 30,000 leaving through
Fortsmouth for tbeir new lands overseas!

With tongue in cheek, Dr. Keith Meredith stated that due to the
press of events, tbe scheduled speaker, Mr. Graham Bishop, from
the City of Portsmouth Planning Department, would be unmable to
make the programme bui we were most fortumate in obtaining the
services of the Reverend William Johnson, Chaplain of the First
Fleett Mr. Bishop then did appear, dressed in the costume of the
period and in full masquerade as the Reverond Johnson. His toplc
was "The First Fleet - as experienced by four of the 1200 people
who were part of 1t®. The comnvicts ware in misery, some of them
were forced +to stay aboard the schips several wmonths as
destinations were argused about and the Fleet provisioned., They
were allowed one hour a day in the light, then back down into the
darkness. Commodore/Captain Arthur Phillp was chosen to lead the
expedition. He was ashore on half pay when selacted for the
post, one for which he had had experience having transported 400
convicts from Lisbon to Erazil. He was aged 48, a qulet man,
small of stature, rellable, of dark complexion "“due to bhis
partial German ancestry"® and solicitous of the miserable
conditions allotted als convict passengers. He was to become
Governor of Australia, praomoted to Rear-Admiral in 1804 and
following his death in 1814 he was buried in Southampton. The
second of the four was James Scott, a Royal Marine sergeant. His
wife accompanied him on the voyage and their daughter was borno at
sea. He returned in 1790, was discharged in 1792 and died in
1796. The third voyager to be traced was Mary Parker, born circa
1729 and was employed as a domestic servant when she was caught
absconding with the family linen in 1785. 8She was among the 191
female prisoners and married 1in Australia in 1788. Seven
children were born of this marriage. In 1824 she was found
drownad and was buried in Rye, ¥New South Vales. The last to be
traced was Jonathan Small, who arrived in Portsmouth in 1786 and
sailed with the Fleet as a Royal Marine. Immediately following
bis discharge from the service, he became a "low key highwayman”
and at one stage was sentenced to death, a fate he managed to
ascape! He became a small farmer, married in 1788 and raised 7
children before dying in 1850 at the age of 88.

Following the morning's formal presentations, a double decker bus
took us to the Square Tower where we were treated to an excellent
exhlbition entitled "The First Fleet Story". Artifacts pertainig
to the period were well displayed together with full size
diorama~like scenes of the voyage, which were accompanied by
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lifellke sound tracks. On our return to the Hotel, we were
treated tao an excellent lunch.

The afternoon gesslon began with a talk by Mrs. Sarah Quail, the
City of Portsmouth Archivist. WVhile the Public Record Dffice and
the National Marine Museum are narmally considered to be the
prims repositories of records associated with naval and maritime
events, Portsmouth is an excellent source of this same category
of information. In 1194, Richard I assumed rights over the
“Flagship of Maritime England* as he realised Portsmouth’'s port
potential and the greater security that could be afforded naval
activities in 1ts strategic location. The Minute Books
associated with the reign of Elizabeth I contain much infarmation
relating to port administration and justice, as well as data on
cargoas and ships. The activities of “pirates® (legalised
fresbooters!) are well documented and contain a wealth of
incidental information on the names of seamen and their mis-
demeanours. There is a repository of church records, containing
both the usual information and incidental data associated with
the port City. Family estate papers form an lnteresting portion
of the collection as exemplified by those of the Hulbert Family.
These give detalls of "prizes" brought to the harbour, where
ships and cargoes were sold and the profits split. The Hulbert
family did gquite well from these proceedings with the family
leaving tha City for the guiet af the country, where the senior
Hulbert proudly donned the title of “squire"! There are records
of private enterprises, such as Chilcot and Williams, Corseteers.
These are not to be laughed at, as carsets became sn integral
part of Royal Navy Uniform, particularly for those more elderly
Officers and Gentlemen! A large pool of women were required to
perform the sewing duties. There are Sailors' Rest records,
dealing with refuges established to provide seafarers with a home
away from home other than the many pubs assoclated with the water
front. Among many other categories of rscords are those of the
Royal Maripes Orphans' §School, the records of the Board of
Guardians and the Royal Albert Yacht Club. The record office is
well worth a visit if your family bistory research is in any way
assoclated with the sea!

As time was pressing on to the sailing time of our catamaran to
the Isle of Wight, our next speaker, Mr. Ian Lauder, Executive
Director of the British Australian Heritage Saclety, was obliged
to somewhat shorten bhis presentation, which centred on the
Australian Genealogical Electronic Mail Instant Computer Search
(AGENICS?. A computerised data recall system was set up at the
end of the lecture. The facllity was exercised to demoustrate
the rapid response capability and the depth of the avallable data
base., This vwacs comewhat restricted by the physical dimensions of
the displayed equipment, but mantion was made of the literally
100,000's of names and data bits that integrated into the full
system capability, Under the implications of the data prutection
laws, the supplier of information to the system must agree to 1is
release. As a sidelight of the systenm capabllity, video displays
of meps and three pictures of locations in an ancestor's home
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srea can be shown to an enquirer. It was with much regret that
the session was terminated bafore all questions had besn
answered, but since ¥r, Lauder was to be our ftour conducteor for
the visit to the Society's display at St. Thomas' Church, Ryde,
Isle opf Wight, the opportunity was avallable to ask those
questions at a later time. For those lnterested in researching
their Australian ancestry and contributing to this wortbwhile
non-profit organisation, the contacy address is: PO Box 5,
AGEMICS Unit, The British Australian Heritage Soclety, St. Thomas
Centre, St. Thomas Street, Ryde, Isle of Wight.

Hext on the agenda was a rather bumpy trip to the Isle of Wight
and the visit to St. Thomas' Church, where we were treated to
angthaer excellent display o0f First Fleet wmemorabilia and
pictures. One of the soclety's objectives is the restoration and
upkeep of the Church as it serves as their International World
Centre. The original bullding dates from 1719 and was of course
there during the formation and sailing of the First Fleet.

The catamaran return to Portsmouth was considerably smoother than
the trip to the Island and the warm cups of tea awalting the
group at the Keppel's Head were most welcome. All in all, it was
a splendid, fast moving weekend, with once again, many thanks to
Sydney. Several of the Guild's members stayed the evening of the
23rd so that visits could be made te the fascinating ship
displays adjacent to the Hotel, among them the "Xary Rose", the
“Victory" and the "Varrior".

Lt. Col. Stanley Marker, F8G, USAF(Ret) [ "Green Ridges”,
25 Gladsdale Drive, Pinner, Kiddlesex, HAS ZPF.)

Editorial HNpte: Those members interesied in "Traasportation® are
directed to D.T. Hawkins excellent book, "Bound for Australia”
published by Phillimore, Chichester. This details the enormous
amount of material mentioning convicts In Britain and Australia
that has been discovered in the Public Record Office.

HICELIRG - COrigins of ihe Surname
Xalcolm John Larkworthy Hickling

I suppese | am more fortupate than many one-namere in being able
to trace the origins of my family name to well before the Norman
Conquest, to another invasion of Britein at the end of the 5th
century. The petriarch of the family was Ickel, the Angle,

The origin of the name is sctually recorded in the Anglo-Saxon
text of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, when for the year 626, the
genealogy for King Penda ls given.

“...Penda waes Pybbimg . Pybba Creoding . Creoda Cynewalding .

Cynewald Cunebbing . Cnebba Iceling . Icel Eommering . Eomaer
Angelpeowing . Angelpsow Offing . Offa Vaermunding . Waermund
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Wihtlaeging . Vihiaseg Vodening."

Translation: “Penda was the son of Pybba, Pybba son of Cryda,
Cryda son of Cynwsld, Cynwald son of Cnebba, Cnebba son of Icel,
Icel son of Bommer, Eomaer son of Angeltheow, Angeltheaw son of
Dffa, Offe son of Waermund, Waermund son of Wihtaeg, Vigtaeg son
of Voden."

"It 1s very probable that the first of the #Angles to reach
Britain was Offa's great—-grandson Icel, wha in the eighth century
seems to have been regarded as the founder of the Mercilan royal
family, There is no reason to doubt that an historical basis
underlies this genealogy. In its oldest form it is derived from
a text written before the eond of the seventh century, and it
agreas with all the meagre materials by which it can be tested.™

{H.M. Chadwick: The Qrigin of the Epgligh Nation, pp. 15-16)

Referring to the genealogy of Penda (lIceling) given abave,
Professor F.X. Stenton in his Anglo-Saxon Epgland wrote:

“The eminence of the family is umigue. It 1s the one dynasty
which spans the gulf between the English people of historic times
and thelr coptinental ancestors. icel was descended from Woden
through Offa, King of Angel <{(Angein in Schleswig) - cne of the
chief heroes of Germanic legend, in which he was long remembered
as 'the best of all mankind betwsen the seas.”

Although descended from Icel, the Merclan royal family had no
need to use a family surname and bearers of the surname HICKLIBG
or HICKLIN today are almost certainly descended from Icel's
kinsmen and followers, whom he led asbore via East Anglia and the
Vash around the year AD 400.

People who came with Icel were known as Icelings {(lcel's people)
and perhaps by +the indigesnous Icenl population, as "Those
Icelings"!

Incidentally, 1t would appear that the surname Hickling settles
the old controversy about whether the Latin "c¢" wae pronounced
soft or bard; for example, 1f Icel was pronounced Ickel, then
Icenl was pronounced lkeni.

In England there survive to this day place-names derived from our

patriarch:

Hickljng 1in both Horfolk and South Nottinghamshire - “Icel'
people”

Igkietgn  (Cambridgeshire) Variation: Icelingtun, Icelintome,
Yelinton - “The Tun of Icel's peuple®
{(Tun - homestead, village)

Hickleton (Yorkshire) Variation: Icheltone, Hikelton, Hikaltonm
~ "Hikel's Tun"

Ickleford <(Hertfordshire) Variation: lkelineford, lkelesfords,
Hiclingford, lkelingford; COE Icelesford, Ickel's ford,
Ickelinga-ford., “Icel's Ford".

Jcklashaw <(Sussex) Variation: Ikelesham, Iccleshamme,
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Ichelesham, Yciesham - "Icel's Hamp® (Hamm -a meadow,
plece of enclosed land)

loklingham <(Suffolk) Variation: Ecciingham, Etchlingaham,
Bchelincgham, lkelingeham -~ "The hamm of Icel's
pecple”

8t. Guthlac 673 - 714 AD, who was a teenage tear-away but
reformed when he was twenty-four and eventually founded Crowland
Abbey, was also a Hickling.

7G0 years after Icel the seal of Hickling Priory, Norfolk, reads:
SIGIU ECCE STE MARIE DE HIKEL (Behcld the seal of Bt. Mary of
Hikel). From 1408 to 1424 the Prior of Hickling was John
Hickling and from 1503 to 1534 another Jobhn Hickling was a Canon
at the Priory.

I am sure that Hicklings in the USA, Camnada, BSouth Africa,
dustralia and New Zealand will be interested in this article. &s
a one-namer I would be very interested to hear from any of my
emigrant cousins and to learn about their genealogy in the "new
worlds". The only information [ have at the moment is of those
who have emigrated or who were deported with no information about
their families. Some left this country some 200 years ago (seven
generations back): please write to me and let me know what
information you have.

Mr. M.j.L. Hickling, Member No. 845 [38 Kingsley Foad,
Northampton, NN2 7BL.}

IHE MIDDLESSEX DEEDS REGISTRY Brian ¥. Christmas

The records of the Middlesex Deeds Registry, which first opened
its Registers to the public on 29th September 1709, pursuant to
an Act of Parliament passed in 1708, is held at the Greater
London Record Office, 40 Northamptom Road, London, ECL 0AB.

The Act, 7 Anne C.20 was passed to prevent the secret and
fraudulent freehold conveyance of honors, manars, lands,
tenements and hereditaments (realty) in the ancileat county of
Middlesex, with the exception of any chambers in Serjeant's Inn,
the Ions of Court or Inns of Chancery, but excludes copyhold
estates or leasehold property let at a rack rent or for a peried

of less than twenty-one years. I+ also encompassed the
registration of Wills affecting the transfer of any like praperty
in the County. Any deed, conveyance or will not registered

within a stated time after its execution or the death nf the
testator was to be adjudged fradulent and wvoild, thereby
prevanting fraud and ensuring that the Register was resorted to.

The records take basically two forms, Registers or Indexes and

Memorials. The Indexes run from 1709 to 1938 with the series up
te 1019 being entered in large bound volumes in chronological
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order, which gives the name of the vendor or first party, them
the other party or parties, the parish where the land was
sltuated and then the reference number to the Memorial. From
i920 a single alphabetical card index of vendors or first partles
was kept. Not only are transfers of land by individuals
ragistered, but also caorporate bodles, such as church vestriles
and charitable bodies. Unfortunately, as with many legal
records, the index is anly of the first party, so if you are
interested in somecne wha was a buyer it means lcoking through
all the indexes in hope of finding the entry. Ancther problem Is
that the surnames from 1709 to 1827 are only entered under each
letter of the alphabet, so that all entries for a particular
letter have to be checked. The praoblem 1is compounded by the
handwriting which varies from good to bad and very indifferent.

The Memorials are the most interesting part of these records, as
they are abstracts of the original deeds that were belng ragls-
tered and usually give the date of the transaction, the names of
the parties and a descriptiom of the property concerned. In same
cases marginal plans of the property in question are given. The
original Memorials to 1836 survive, but those from 1837 were
destroyed in 1940, coples, however, still exist. From 1862 a
separate series of plan tracings were made and bound into
volumes.

The Registers or Indexes from 1709 to 1919 are on microfilms,
which are on open access, but the rest of the records bave toc be
ordered, for which see the leafiet "Aide to Researches, No. 8" at
the Recard Office.

In spite of all the problems assoclated with researching these
records I have found to date 106 entries for my surname over the
period 1705 to 1881, without looking for buyers' names and feel
that it is a very worthwhile exercise. [ now have the task of
ordering the Memorials and taking down detalls.

Members may like to know that a booklet on all Deeds Registries
in the British Isles, including those for the Bedford Level at
the Cambridgeshire Record Office and the three Ridings of
Yorkshire is in preparation and will be published by the FFHS3.

Brian Christmas, Member No. 570 (74 Oskwood Road, Maidstons,
Kent, ME15 B8AL}

ARCH
Dennis J. Musk

1 was interested in the letters written by Douglas Hamley and
John Woodger in the Spring issue of the Journal. It may not have
been their intention, but both writers gave me the lmpression
that having successfully traced back their paternal lines, they
were then seized with doubts as to whether this was really the
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best thing to have done. One of them feelg "that to be fair", he
should have followed hie maternal line tao an equal extent and
muses upoh the relative contribution of ancestors to our physical
make-up. The other has the same doubts in a different way,
saylng that to follow the maternal descent will lead to “an
almost certain blood line® and then wonders whether paternal
descent is not more based upon the notion of "clan® than the
findings of genetics,

I think the writers did well to raise these gquestions and they
remind me that 1 have seen and heard many expositions on the
techniques of conducting genealogical research, but very little
as to its purpose or the nature and signification of the end
result. It would be beyond me to settle these doubis off-hand in
a few words. In fact, the topic would be an interesting subject
for wider discussion and to start it I make a few comments as
they occur to me.

Perhaps the objective is the easlest to deal with first. A child
does not have to be so very old to realise that he cames from his
parénts and only a little older to realise that they too have
their respective parents and that these are his grandparents.
There are few childrea who fall to ask repeatedly, "and befora
them?*, until the parents fall back on the Creation motif of Adam
and Eve. The child may realise too that he shares his own
particular descent with his brothers and eslsters, but not with
the kids next doaor, or indeed any other door, so he begins to
sense his individuality. This interest usually survives infancy
and even now, weddiangs and funerals often provide family
occasions for wverbal genealogy. My grandparents managed four
generations mare or less. This ie nothing new; Genesis 5 recltes
generations from Adam onwards and Matthew 1 does the same from
Abrabam. I forget why these two genealogles seem so different.
Some interest in one's descent, apart from establishing a right
to imherlt, seems to me to be perfectly normal and natural and
those that go t0 such efforts to search out their pedigrees from
the registers and records simply manifest a higher than usual
degree of interest.

We loogk now to see what passes from parents to child in all these
chains of descent. This too is natural, as the child eventually
and quite normally recognises that the children he meets resemble
more their own parents than they do one another, particularly if
they bave marked physical difference, such as tallness,
swarthiness, dark or 1light hair, eatc. He may notice tooc that
they also differ in behaviour; a less tangible distinction. The
matter of physical differences leads us easily to the difficult
subject of genetics.

As I understand it, inberited physical characteristice are
conveyed from the parents to the child by packets of genes within
the chromosomes. Bach o0f the parents has a set of 46
chromosomes, with the respective genes and 1t is from the two
parental sets that the child obtains his own set of 46, roughly
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23 fron eaca paremnt. The sharing 1s not systematic, but more
skin to shuffling and cutting two packs of cards, with the result
that the exact proportions from each parent depend on chance,
Apart from identical twins, the number of possible combinations
is so large, about 70 million of mjllions, that no two children
are quite the same, nor, for the same reason, are they likely to
be fantastically different.

Takan over a large number of families, a child receives half his
genes from each parent. Since the average pareant receives half
from each of his or her parents, the child receives a quarter
from each grandparent. Hence for successive generations the
contributions form the series: 1/2, 1/4, 1/8, 1/16, 1/32 and so
on. However, there is a catch, because the genes are in one-
chromosome packets, of which 23 come from each parent,
Tharefore, on the average, the grandparents contribute either 11
or 12, the great-grandparents contribute 5 or 6, the fourth
generation 2 or 3 and the fifth 1 or 2, but the sixth is down to
0 or 1 and the chances of any at all after the seventh generation
are very small and are practically zero after the ninth
peneration. From 1987, at 30 years per generation, takes us back
to 1717, so that any ancestors before that date have not left any
trace of their physical characterisitics in us. It 1s curious
that old Canon Law should bave prohibited marriages down to the
saventh degree of comsanguinity, the practical limit of inherited
genatic characteristics.

Blood relationship or consanguinity is an ald and natural
criterion to distinguish the members of one family from thaose
¢losely associated with it, but anothar descent altogether. It
persists today in the Law of Succeeslon, where, in the absence of
parente, inheritance goes first to brothers and sisters of the
whole blood and then, in their absence to the brothers and
sisters of the half-blood. In reality, the blood type of the
child may differ from that of his mother or father according to
the way in which his parents' genes are shared. In fact, if
Rhesus factors are involved, a transfusion from the mother to the
child may be fatal. Hence, from this point of view, following
the "blood 1line* through tha maternal line will nat be any more
or less rewarding than followlog it through the paternal line.

How let us look at behavioural differences. Behavicur is not
inbherited as is, say, eye or bhalr colour, but is acquired by the
child as it learns from those around 1t. In the past, the
parents usually provided a model on which the young children
based thelr ways. Ae they grew clder, probably the mother tended
to exercise the greater influence on the girls and the father on
the boys, the more so 1f the latter worked together, say, on a
smallholding or at a trade.

Supposing this to be largely true and noting that because the
daughters of the family left homa on marriage to live with their
husbands and lost close contact with their paremts, the boys
tended to have more or less uninterrupted associations with thelr
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fathers and grandfathers. It follows therefore, that in those
times the méle line was more likely to have the greater degree of
continuity in its ways and traditions. Today when couples set up
home away from thelr respective parents, this is no longer the
case. The degree of assoclation can be roughly quantified, since
1f, on the average, the son marries at 30 and the father lives to
70, then the overlapping 1s 4/7 of a lifetime (57% {for his
generation, 32% for the second and even the eighth generation
would have contributed about 1%

This father to son tradition sharing was a particular consequance
of the patriarchal system under which our ancestors used to live.
In early times it would have been sericusly weakened if the
family was broken up for any reason, such as the early death of
the father. Iz later times the dispersion of families to seek
work in distant industrial regions, rendered accessible by the

new rallways, brought it to an end for most families, Maore
recent changes in life and work styles, as well as marriage
conventions, make it the exception rather than the rule. In

modern times the practice, in the event of divorce, of assigniag
the children mostly to the mother's care may even be tending to
revarse things by setting up & mother to child tradition sharing.

Mr. D.J. Musk, Member Ho. 778 [ & Bristgl Road, Bury St. Fdmunds,
Suffoik, IFP33 2DL.]

A _REPORT QN THE RAVHNSDALE GATHREING EKathlean Benny

Baturday the 14th of June 1986 saw an vnusual gathering at
Ravensdale Junior Schaool, Nickleover, Derbyshire. During the
morning there gradually came together more than 50 people, who
can trace their connection to a certain family living in Cauldon,
a small village in the Staffordshire Moorlands, in the 18th
century. Their ages ranged from 5 to 86 and they had all agreed
to the gathering which was the idea of Mrs. Kathleen Benmny. Vhy
did she have this i1dea? “When [ started locking into the history
of my father's family about 4 years ago, I wrote letters to any
Ravensdales ! found in the telephone directories. I found the
married names of some Ravensdale girls too and wrote to them.
Since then [ have gome on writing to these people, trying toc give
them some ldea of how the searching for ancestors is progressing.
So it seemed a good idea to try to meet all these people at once
and to let them meet each other, so hence the gathering."

Like many of us, Mrs. Benny had had a vague idea of tracing her
family's history for quite a while, but it all really tock off
when she saw Jack Ravensdale on TV, in the Cambridgeshire edition
of BEC's "History on Your Dporstep". She thought that she had a
cousin Jack, who had visited her paremts, Arthur and Florence
Ravensdale, in their Western Road, Mickleover home when she was a
little girl. So she wrote to the programme's producer, including
a letter for Jack Ravensdale and in no time at all had a letter
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back from her first cousin, Jack! His sister, Kath, bhad put
together the beglaning of a famlly tree, so Mrs. Benny contacted
har too and so the project began to grow.

Living in Surrey, she looked in her local telephone directory and
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Havensdale's father had employed a professional genealogist to
look into his amcestry and so he was able to tell bar about it.
Through this information she contacted three of Earle's aunts,
all of whom came to the Juane gathering, though two of them are
well into thelr aighties.

What are the highlights of Mrs. Benny's searches? The first was
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living can be traced back to the village of Cauldon, in two lines
starting 1in the 18th century. The family had been there
centuries before that and 1t is clear that these two lines are
linked, but she is not quite sure at what stage yet. Her first
link with the Moorlands district is Adam (very appropriately!) de
Ravenesdale, who was one of the members of an Inguisition
concerning land at Ilam in 1292. In a 1332 taxation list for
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gone on.

One of her eariiest finds, through & cousin having a mnewspaper
cutting, was that a 'cello was displayed in Derby in 1926 and
praised very highly, which had been made by her great-great-
grandfather, John Ravensdala of Clifton. One 0f bhis soons,
Thomas, who painted inn signs and carved gravestones, is reputed

to ba the artist who decorated +the four walls pf a2 room in
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Ashbourne with hunting scenes, stately homes and gentry in 18th
century dress. This painting featured in lacal newspapers in
1914 and then was rediscovered in 1966, when an article appeared
in a local journal.

Ravensdales of this famlly c<an be found in many parts of the
world today. Mrs. Benny has made contacts in Australia, Italy,

Rranca Canad‘a‘ Amarica and Africoa Fram Canada sha found
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that Arthur Ravensdale, wha left Lancashire with his parents
during the first Waorld War, was a hurdler for Canada in the 1932
Olympics.

Has Ravensdale School anything to do with the famlly or is 1t
just a coincidence that the gathering met in Mickleover? It was
ng coincidence. Mrs. Benny was born in MNickleover and her
parests had various comnectione in the arsa. Her father was a
menber of the Parich Council for many years and was Chairman when
thie new school was suggested. Vhen it was openad he was
honogured by having it named after nim, so it seemed a natural
choice uf place to meet before pecple went off on the coach tour
of the Staffordsbire Xoorlands.

Mrs. Benny is sure there are others who have Ravensdale ancestors
whnn ghse haes not vet hean ahle o trage. S0 1if anvone rn_a_din_g
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this is one of the lost relatives or knows anything about the
family, Mrs. Benny would be very pleased to hear from them, at 18
Mary Vale, Godalming, Surrey, GU7 15V.

HOLDITCH BYEWAYS Jim Holdich

For the last year or so | have been reasonably sure that the
hamiet of Holditch in Dorset (4 miles H.E. of Axminster) was the
original source of my surname and its variants. The large number
of Holditches in Devon during the 16th and 17th centuries as
listed in the IGI reinforced this theory; though I did wonder at
the grouping of Holditches living in a handful of parishes near
Peterborough at the same period. One of the families was that of
Jaohn and Johane, who farmed in Vadenhoe and died in 1591 and 1610
respactively. They were my direct ancestors.

On account of the relatively small number of persone alive at any
one time bearing any variant of this surname, I have been
collecting data on them countrywide and in any century. The IGI
has ylelded a good harvest and I have been plotting this
information by county and ceatury on a roll of lining paper.

Having read John Virgoe's article, "How to Put Your Name on the
Map* in "Family Tree*, February 1987, I +thought 1t would be
interesting to compare the IGI distribution with todays, using
the current telephone directories.

After several back breaking hours - our local library has only
low soft chairs and no tables - I wound up with the following
totals: Holdich 62, Holditch 20 and Hollidge 113, which I shall
plot ona day on outline maps of the UK.

Howaver, some much more interssting items came to light in the
Stoke-on-Trent  telephone directory, mnamely the “Holditch
Colliery", the "Holditch Service Station® and the “Holditch
Minars Welfars Club®, Either a prominent member of the clan had
livaed near Newcastle-under-Lyme or there must have been another
place called Holditch or a variant.

Newcastle has a large reference section im 1its central library.
In it 1 found indexed wvolumes of the Fine Rolls and Inquisitions
applying to Staffordshire extracted from the originals.

The first referemce I fousnd was to an Adam de Holedych in 12565,
then Robert, son of Robert de Holedich in 125 and 1in 1318
Richard de Holedich saold eight bovates of land to Sir James de
Andby of Stretton. Later references abounded to various peopla,
especially the Baddeley family living in Holdich, which appears
to have been more or less on the present site of tha colliery.

The Gazeteer only lists one site, but 1t seems there were at
least two, although [ doubt that travel from Stoke tao
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Peterborough would be different or easier than from Axminster.
E. EBckwall says Holditch means “a ravine, or deep ditch" 1a Qld
Bnglish, so 1t is possible that there were other places with this
name. Therefore I propose visiting Birmingham Central Library to
study the Rolls identified by Mrs. Vera Purslow in the Spring
1987 edition of the Journal.

I do intend to proceed with the distribution studies, but for the
present it must take a back seat to this new and interesting
byeway.

Mr. J. Heoldich [ Wheelwrights Cottage, Great Hales Street, Market
Drayton, Shropshira, FFgZ 1JW.]

FAMILY INSIGHE Ann Chiswell

At the end of September I was on a study tour of historic houses
in Suffolk and Essex. The house which appealed to me most, of
courese, was one at Layer Marney which had two rooms 1in the
gatehouse tower full of pedigree and heraldry. 1 remarked to my
husband that I must send a note of the Copplestone in the Arundel
pedigree to Murial Reason {112) and ke commented that the walls
were swarmlng with Tyrells (830). Another person previcusly
unknown to us but in our party sald that she wondered if Tyrell
connacted with her own surname research on the Tearle family
(Barbara, 139). As we wound our way down the steps the lady
behind her remarked that her Aunt Dalsy had married a Tearle and
we qulekly discovered that Aunt Dalsy was Barbara's grandmother!
There was no separating those two first cousins once removed
after that and we all thanked Insight Tours of Birmingham for
unexpectedly reuniting two separated family branches.

Member No. 28 [ 96 Besumont Street, Milehouse, Flymouth, PL2 34AQ

JTHREE EVENIS STRANGER THAN FICTIOE Lyn NcCulloch

One does not often come acruss the name Huntingiord. I know of
geveral John Humtingfords and a few David Huntingfords and even
the odd Archie and Edgar Huntingford, but the following story
told to me by Stephen Minay really amazed me.

Apparently &his uncle, Cedric Huntingford, once tock part ia a
shooting competition. When the name of the winner was announced
he was delighted to find that he had won. However, another
gentleman stepped forward too. The organisers said that the
winper was Mr. C. Huntingfordand both gentlemen went to receive
the prize. Perplexed, the announcer explained that the winner
was Mr. Cedric Huntingford. Yes, you have guessed, both were
called Cedric Huntingford.

_50_



One elderly lady, with wham I corresponded, was told that she was
the last surviving member of her family. One day [ noticed in
the personal column an appeal for relatives of an old lady who
had died, leaving a small amount of money. I wrote to my
correspandent, feeling very cheeky and asked if this could be her
slgter. It was! (Moral: Rever take anyone's word for anything.)
She had not heard from har sister for 34 years and had presumed
that she was dead. After my letter, she received a emall bequest
from her sister's estate.

A few years ago my husband's grandfather died, aged nearly 103,
My own grandfather died about seventy years ago aged about 47,
My mother was only about 5 when he died.) Quite recently a
friend looked at the old schaool records for Kilmacolm, Renfrew.
There we found my grandfather and my husband's grandmother in the
sama class at the wvillage school. It was a very strange feeling
to thirk that thay knew each other. 1If only I had knownh sooner I
could have askad Grandms what he was 1ike or would she have just
remembered a nasty little boy who pulled her hair and teased her?

Mrs. Lyn McCulloch, Mamber Na. 795 { "Barrymore®, KNarbury KRoad,
Comerbach, KNorthwich, Cheshire, CW9 6AU.]

IL.ETTERS LETTERS LLETTERS
Dear Mrs. Rumeey,

Recent correspondence on the topic of circulation of the Register
coincided with a review of our voluminous correspondence files.
Bince 1 founded this one-name study in 1984, we have correspundad
with over 600 persons wurld wide.

To place cur study in context our Civil Registration Indexes for
births and deaths, which we hope to complete from 1837 to date by
the end of 1988, are llkely to caontain In excess of 30,000
individuals in England and Wales. Our county material pre-1837
containg at least 5,000 individuals already card or camputer
indexad and probably represents in excess of over 10,000, Ve
have quite some way to go befare this processing will be
completae! Thus, we have a ralatively large population in this
country to study. In addition we are aware of populations of
German Mantels, French and Italian regional familles and Scottish
and Irish families which merit future research.

We know five correspondents who located our address from the

Reagistar. 0Of these the contact arose because one LDS branch
library had routinely mentioned its copy of the Register to all
newcomars, accounting for three aut of tha five above. The

others came through the library staff at the SO0G and IHGS at
Canterbury!
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Like many other correspondents I am not dissatisfied with my
membership of the Guild., The volume of work involved isolates
and precludes me from a great deal of activity or participation,
I have received guod co-operation from many othar Guild menmbers
and hope fn future to ocffer much more data to them. Qur prior-
ities at present prevent searching widely for names, but our
computer data base will gradually enable this tao happen.

OQur two sources of correspondence which have significantly
benefitted us are:-

1> The LDS Family Regietry. This costs nothing and is widely
used throughout the world. ¥We routinely enter every
individual 1line of research and have found that tais
medium accounts for over a third of all our initial
contacte. This leads me to conclude that the Guild should
geriously consider much closer links with and supply
menbers studies to all LDS branch iibraries.

2) The Genealogical Research Directory. Our advertising in
this medium has been well worth while and cost-effactive.
This is the largest soqurce of our contacts, but nearly all
of them live overseas. This leads me to suggest that this
is seldom used by family historians on a routine basis in
this country and that it does not feature prominently in
record offices ard libraries,

¥e bave found the hard slog of contacting telephone directory
entrants to be financlally prohibitive, although rewarding. Our
preferred route is letter writing or advertising im local papers,
espacially frea nawspapers in & close geographical area. This
bas bean found to be of great benefit to owverseas correspondents
in search o0f a2 missing ancestor and an effective means of
publicising not only our own name study but the Guild as a whole,
especially whan Journalists write a feature article,

Our more bizarre contacts have come to us courtesy of the armed
forces, the Post Qffice and British Telgcom! A wildly enthusias-
tic officer on a nuclear submarine featured in cur lives for a
while, calling us mysteriously from the oceans of the world by
radic telephone, eventually to be wuynited bhappily with his
forebears. Then there was an elderly lady, who spoke impeccable
English, phoning from Abu-Dhabl, at least that is what she said!
I am grateful for the people wha ring off peak from America and
Australia in the sheer excitement of having found somecne with an
interest in thelr surname. However, perhaps my persistance in
pursuing our local Telecom manager for directary entries was not
a good idea. 1 have a suspicious feeling that our phone number
is now widely givan when paople query missing relatives!

In our experience the Guild need to dao better for its growing
membership in publicleing the Register much more widely. Since
wa are a growing body, the Guild need teo formulate a policy on
this lesue to take account of the continuing expansion and the
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need for the best publicity for 1its existence and members'
interests. Surely the time has come for a Publicity Officer to
work closely with other organisations. Members have made many
suggestions on this question, but to date remain ignorant of any
steps to be taken.

Henry J. Mantell, Member KNo. 695 [ Mantle Surname Organisation,
131 Isabella Drive, Farnborough, Orpington, Kent, BRE FPUF.]

Dear ¥rs. Rumsey,

With all the correspondence there Das been 1in recent Guild
Journals regarding access to and the avallability of accurate
records 1 should like to comment on some of the issues ralsed.

I am at present & category "E" searcher because until recently, I
had not searched any of the St. Catherine's House indexes in
London. This state of affairs will soon be rectified, 1 hope, as
these indexes are now available on microfilm 1837 - 1912 at the
Central Library, Birmingham and after completing the extraction
of Trahere and variant surnames I shall wish tao apply for
category "C" status.

As a consequence of the avallabllity of these indexes I am
helping a fellow searcher, who lives in Cairns, Queensland,
Australia, not only with bis Trabern relationship but alsc with
three of bhis other related surnames, as he is unable to obtain
St. Catherine's House informstion easily in Australia. I have
also searched the National Index of V¥ills on his behalf in the
Birmingham Library and make no cbarge for any of this research,
put in return he has sent me Traherre/Traherne informaticn from
Australia. He has agreed to pay me for all copies of Somerset
House Wills and St. Catherine's House certificates, which I send
to him by airmail. It would seam to me, to endorce Mrs. N.A.
Hardy's remarks that this form of co-operation from menbers
should be more forthcoming.

With regard to the use of the IGI and Mrs. McCulloch's statement
that it should only be used as a “finding guide” and “all
references thoroughly checked against the originpal®, this does
not take into account the errors in the original records which
are numerous and parish reglsters and census returns are not all
reliable., How does one explaln to an enquirer why their ancestor
Alfred EBrnest 1s recorded in the parisbh register of baptism as
Albert Ermest, or that the John on the IGI should actually bas
James? A contributory factor to these errors ls the illegible
bandwriting and the poor quality of the filmed records one has to
use now that registers in many areas are no longer allowed ta be
"handled.

My last comment concerns the distribution to non-members (free of

charga) of the Register. Unless sufficlent publicity 1e given to
all searchers of the whereabouts of the Register, this wider
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distribution would be of nc more use than providing the Register
to members qnly.

Mrs. Vera Purslow, Member K¥o. 310 { "Centuries" 10 St. Michael's
Koad, Claverdon, Warwick, CV35 8NT.)

Frem the Editer: Following the Chairman's Nessage on page 35 of
this Jourrnal, correspondence on the subject of the distributicn
aof the Reglster is now closed.

Dear Mrs. Rumsey,

The statement attributed to Dr., Sturgess in Vol. 2 No. 12, page
316, is not acceptable as 1t stands and must not go unchallenged.

1f the word "some"™ had been inserted at the start of the article
I would have no argument, but to gemeralise to such a vast degree
is very naughty.

Surnames have been under constant threat from mere phonetics ever
gince they arrived on the scene. Thay are changed by whim and
for inherltance and 1t is not at all unusual in this area to find
men taking thelr wives' surnames as part of a deal to get her
land on the death of her father.

The devolvement of names through the "alias syndrome" as a result
of illegitimacy is well known to every genuine historian and we
must also take into consideration name changes brought on by a
wish for anonymity <{(criminals) or acceptance (saome gypsy
families). Also we should coasider the large numbers of
foreigners, who when declding on official name changes went for
middle-cf-the-road surnames as found om local shops etc. Taking
these facts into consideration I would doubt that the other
statement "the problem can be tackled cn a statistical basis" has
any reality either, except in the field of fur and games.

After twenty-five years of detailed research into West Country
families it has baecoms quite clear that our ides of a surname was
our ancestors ldea of a label, to be renewed or altered when and
if circumstances indicated. This would also shoot holes in most
of the allegad "derivatians of surnames which I am personally
convinced are no more than guesswork ln most cases.

The mnmodern explosion of genealogical interest and perhaps in
particular the detalled studies of the Guild may make it possible
to come up wWlth some very strongly founded 1deas on  the
derivation - flow of some surnames, but 1 am beginning to get
adgy about the number of people who forget that this subject is
cne of the humanities not a fixed sclence and thereby liabdle to
startling inconsistencies. '
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Brian Austin, Member No. 656 [ 11 Alma Street, Weston-super-Mare,
Avaon, BS23 1RB.]

Dear Mrs. Rumsey,

Last Uctober's hurricane 1In the south and south-east brought to
my attention the disaster in Navember 1703, when it is estimated
8,000 people died and I wonder which areas were most affected by
this storm Also, [ believe that betwean 1850 and 1703 there
were two serious plagues, but I have never been able to ascertain
the estimated number of deaths in each lnstance or the areas most
affected. I am wonder If any readers of the Journal know the
answers to these questions and if sp if they could kindly let me
knaw.

Many researchers find it difficult to get back earlier than 1700,
a problem made worse where patronymic practices existed, as in
Vales. Thus there is a mneed for historicel and social matters to
be considered in great depth by genealogical groups, which at
times tend to be parcchial and introverted.

My own experience suggests that in tha 1¥th century relations,
gometimes with different surnames drifted, partly "en blogc" and
partly in ones and twos into new areas. A similar treand can be
detacted with the modern building of new towns and work
incentives. At the moment there is no current method in use by
family history societies which would show such population drifts,

The 17th century in England was not only a time of clvil war and
plagua, but also religious persecution and emigration which was
assoclated with it. These events have tended to leave huge gaps
in records and although much is being done to remedy this, the
number of small bookiets is liable to becume unwieldy.

Mr. J.D. Crawford, Member No. 534 [ 368 Abergele Road, Oid Colwyn,
Clwyd, LLZS @LW]

{Bditorial Note: For those members {nterested in sources for the
mid 17th century, G.E. Aylmer and J.5. Norrill's “Sources for the
Bnglish Civil War and Ipterregnum® Is excellemt. This solved for
ne the problem of the Walker Papers, which I had been unable to
locate in spite of enquiries at the HNC.J

Dear Nrs. Bumsey,

Help! Does anyons own an Amstrad Computer with a telephone modem
and 3" disc drive?

! have approximately 2,000 pre-1835 marriages of Pat{t)ricks

which I would like the Guild to have access to on the Narriage
Index. 4As my collection is stored on a BBC Computer and has
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already been typed in, transferring it to an Amstrad 3" disc
would save an enormous amount of man hours.

Please write or phone me if you can help. 4lso, I would appre-
clate any pre-1835% Pat{t)rick refereances, especlally a
Pattrick/Horner marriage link.

Colin Pattrick, Member No. 521 [ "Hickory Farm", 136 Hamlet Court
Road, Vestcliff-on-Sea, Essex.]

Dear Nrs. Rumsey,

I am writing to you to say how much 1 enjoy reading the Journal
of One-Name Studies. I have two young children to look after so
I find it difficult {finding any time for research and meeting
other members at a conference would be quite impossible. I
should like to ask members about two fairly basic subjects.

First, it 1s obvious that the problems of a one-name study depend
greatly on how common or how unusual a surname is. Do members
have a simple way of comparing eurnames? [ would suggest perhaps
usiag the number of estries in the U.K. telaphone directories
(which in my own case 1s nearly 300). [ would find it interest-
ing when reading about members' research in the Journal, to know
how the scale of their research compares with my awn.

Also, has anyone calculated the factor for multipiying this
number by te obtain a rough estimate of the numbar of people with
a certain surname living in the U.K.?

Secondly, I presume that other members try to contact people with
the surname that they are rasearching by writing to addresses
obtained from telephonpe directories. I have tried this and have
found the response rate is disappointing. When [ tried including
a reply form the response was even worse, although I enclose an
s.a.8a,

Are exparienced members able to suggest the format of a simple
letter of enquiry, which provokee interest amd brings a good
number of helpful replies? I should add that, from those who
have replied to my enquiries, [ have made some gonod friends, some
of whom have already carried out research into their family
history and who greatly appreciate the newsletter which I send
out at irregular intervals.

Celia J. Dodd (nee Godsgn), Kember Ho. 670 [ 19 Godmans Lane, Mark
Tey, Colchester, Bssex, C06 i1LU.]
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REVIEWS

Centuries of Traherne Families: Book Seven, Cornwall and Devon.
By Vera B. Purslow. 1987, 19pp.

This delightful 1little book traces the bhistory and various
spellinge of the surname Traherne in Cornwall and Devon. Qut of
the couple of hundred names in the book, I was surprised to find
only twc references to the surname Traherne, the most commom
variant included being Trehane and Trehearne. WNevertheless, this
book 15 well researched, nicely presented and a joy to read.

K.E.W.

The Perreit Society: family notes. Vol. 4 {Summer 1987
ISSN 0266 8572, Quarterly, AS, 28pp.

This is &an obviously well-established one-name society and my
main complaint is that, as a librarian, I would find it extrem
ely difficult to file this journal title alphabetically! More
seriously, the lack of a contents page makes 1t very hard to
consult.

It is nice to see a society making efforts to cater for thelir
overseas membership and tke globe on the cover indicated that,
although I was Llooking at the summer issue for the northern
hemisphere, 1t was winter for antipodean members.

One or two points of genealogical misinformaticn occur; no county
record offices "approve" researchers; all their lists state
specifically that inclusign therein is no implied recommendation.
Alsa there was an implicatiocn that one wguld find marriages in
"dissenting" records, without an explanation that between 1754~
1837, marriages were only legal when performed in a parish
church, a Quaker meeting house or a Jewlsh synagogue.

This journal packs in a report on the AGM, detalled articles,
members' news and querles and extracts from records, providing a
useful well bhalanced publication for anyone researching this
milti-variant surname .

P.M.P.

Warry's Down Under: Vol. 1, No. 3, June 1987
1SEN 0515-7804. A5, 83pp.

Although saveral pages of this journal were illegible, I think,
they can be forgiven, bacause overall this is a good effort from
down under. The imaginative use nf largs headings and various
paste ups is good. The editor states that with Ilncreased
membership be hopes to improve the quality of the printing. The
many different kinds of articles included in this issuye should be
plenty to keep people happy. One excellent article deals with
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the origin of the name Warry, in which several facts on Anglo-
Saxon spellings of surnames are gilven, indeed this bhas given me
new insight into my own Anglo Saxon origins.

K.E. W,

Merrdit's International Newsletter. Vol. 1!, Na. 1,
{Qctober 1587 ISSN 0952 0813, Bi-anuual, A5, 40pp.

Although this is a first issue, the editor has clearly planned
well in advance and has managed to avoid many pltfalls inherent
in starting a new one-uame journal. The layout ls clear, with a
contents page and short articles from a good variety of squrces
and areas.

¥r. ¥erritt has the advantage of 165 subscribers from the start,
which 1is probably why 50% of the text is devoted to their
querles, brief descriptions of Merr{(i) (o)tt ancestry and extracts
from records. This creates some imbalance, but as a strategy for
recruiting more contributors and subscribers, it is probably a
good tactical move!

The editor ends with a plea for more material and an this showing
deserves plenty of support from his readership.
F.M.P.

Reviewer's HNote: Not all one-name groups have the benefit of a
large number of potential subscribers: some relate to very rare
surnames and others have aonly a few people researching the name.
Two first issues of this type of group are reviewed belaw.

« ¥No. 1 (uly 19872
Bi-annual, quarto, 12pp.

The Apthorp(e) Society Newsletter starts ocut with the minutes of
the ipaugural meeting of the soclety and of the first committee

meeting. Perhaps not the material for every issue, but of
interest to founder members, It then records the research
interests and blographical detalls of the newly elected committee
members: a useful introduction which should encourage other

members to contribute.
Laycut and reproduction ere attractive, but 1t is difficult to
assess potential at this stage, although the desire of the

soclety to communicate democratically with 1ts membership
promises well for the future.

No. 1 (June 1987) 185N 0951-760X. Bi-annual, A4, &pp.
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4n entirely different first lssue: <clearly the work of a keen
one-namer reporting to his correspondents an progress of
research.

The layout is uncluttered and the editor has made good use of an
italic typeface faor extracts from letters, although this corres-
pondence section would be easler to follow with clearer divisions
betwean tapics.

As always, any development will depend on support from
subscribers and thelr willingness to contribute a variety of
material for future numbers, There is sufficient potential in
this first issue to stimulate their interest.

P.U.P.

NEWS AND ITEMES OF INTEREST

Miss Eunice Vilson has contributed the following sources likely
to be of help to members,

First, if you ara researching a person who was 2t the Battle of
the Somme in World War I, a must on your book list is the work om
the Battle by Lyn Macdonald, ome tims BBC Radio 4 producer and
now an authorative historian on the Firet World War. Published
by Nicbael Joseph in 1983, it has a magnificent list of names of
all the people involved who were contacted for their first hand
experiences. Names and regiments such as these are difficult for
the family researcher to come by, s0 it is no mean halp.

Miss Macdonald's cther works, may alsc he of help and especially
useful for her bibliographies.

Secondly, Miss Wilson suggests that members write to the British
Library, Reference Division, for the ¥o. & Named Collegtion in
the Department of Printed Books by Alison Gould 1981. Also that
it is worth while trying to obtain a British Library Resder's
Ticket, since the Library is open after the Musaum closes on
weekday evenings. A browse through the open shelves may reveal
somathing about the counties in which members are interested or
even namas. The catalogue and subject indexes are gold mines.

There are special collections in the Eritish Library for which a
reader's ticket ic necessary and some proof that the research is
of a serious nature and the baooks npeeded are not available
elsewhere., Some of the books in the special collections are of
genealogical or local interest. It is not possible to obtain
most of them elsewhere as they were donated to the Library. They
are not usually in the General Catalogue, o members may not
easily digcover them. Some examples are given below:-

The John Bell collection of materiaml related to the History
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1733-1865, in 20 volumas. LR26461 b 1.
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Scottish Genealogy - Johm Malcolm Bullock. Newspaper
cuttings and periodicals 38pt 1898-1937. 0915 pp 23,

drticles on the Gordon Femily, newspaper cuttings etc, 40pt
099l6 t 2.

Portralts and bilographical detalls of some officers in the
South African War. 6 volumes. 1900 LR271 4 1. Both the
obove by J.M. Bullock,

Births, marriages and deaths from American newspapers, 1832-
185¢ by Samuel G. Drake, 10881 dd 12.

Praspectuses of public companles made by Thomas Glover of
Manchester 1830-18457 1890 e 1.

Hanover Nilitary Library - library of the General Staff
College at Hanover, mostly 19th and 20tk century books on
military toplcs, acquired by the Museum at the end of Vorld
War 11. ML,

Collection for the history and topography of the parish of
5t. Pancras formed by Richard Percival 2 volumes 1729-1830
Crach 1 Tab 4 b 3.

Also by Parciival - prints and drawings stc. for the history
and topographny of Surrey, 1847. Crach 1 Tab 1 b i,

Books, pamphlets, cuttings etc. relating to the church of
St. Saviour, Southwark. 2 volumes 1750-1860 William Taylor
C 45 b 13.

Handbills, playbills, reporte on Yarmouth and Norwich
Rallways Co., charitable societies, etc. 1830-1892 relating
ta Great Yarmouth. formed by Dawson Turmer 9 volumes 1889
d 14,

(Mlss Vilson, 143 Harbord Steet, London, SW& 6PN, would very much
like to hear from any member, who has made related finds.»

The Birmingham and Midland Soclety for Genealogy and Heraldry
have produced a new Burial index for the Greater Birmingham area.
It contalss almost 100,000 hurials during the period 1813-37
coveriag all Birmingham and adjolning parishes. The ouce arducus
tagk of locating a missing burial in the City is now made easy.
For a list of parishes included or extractions from the Index,
please write to the administrator: David Pullar, 1 Kemble Close,
Trent Park, Willenhall, West Midlands, WV1Z2 4DQ.
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A new member Mrs. Ann Laver has had printed 2 booklet of 148pp.
in A5 format entitled "“John Thompstone af Gadswarth Miil. A
Histocry of the Thompstone Family"., John Thompstone had 12 child-
ren, 5i grandchildren, 91 great-grandchiidren and a total progeny
of 436 Thompstones by 1954. 85% of all Thompstones in the St.
Catherine's House Indexes relate to this one man. He lived Irom
1742 to 1808, but the booklet has earlier research going back to
William Thompstone of Newton, Prestbury living in 1680.

Gawsworth is in Cheehire and by 1881 the Thompstones ware only in
three counties, namely Cheshire, Lancashire and Staffordshire,
but today they are scattered throughout the British Isles and
John's descendants are now in Jersey, the U.S.A., Australia, New
Zealand and Canada.

There are coples af the bocklet in the NCFHS, M&LFS, S0G and
Macclesfield libraries. It is now in its 2nd edition and those
interested in purchasing  should contact Mrs. Laver at "High
Elms", Ripley Lane, West Horsley, Surrey, KT24 8]J. Tel: East
Horsley 3304,

Mrg. Ufflndell (Member No. 552) apd her hushand have transcribed
and indexed the 1674 Hearth Tax Assessment for Cambridgeshirs
(B/179/244/23) and below is a 1list of names oaccurring in the
Assessment which are belng researched by Guild members. The
Capbridgeshire Family History Soclety are running a postal search
service 0f the Assessment for a fee of £1 per surname and its
variants (80p. for members of the Cambridgeshire FHS) or 2 IRCs
plus an s.a.e. for which all entries far a given éurname and lts
varlants will be sent. Cheques or postal orders should be made
payable to the C(ambs FHS and sent to 21 Gaveston Drive,
Berkhamsted, Herts.,, HP4 17F,

ABRAM ALLEY ALLIN AMEY ANSELL AP(E)>THORPE ASH ASHBY ASHTON AVES
AVIS BALL BALLARD BANHAK BANVELL BAREFOOTE BARLOWE BARRETT BASSET
BEDFORD BELCHAMBER BENTON BENWELL BERRESFORD BLACK BLEAKE BLISSE
BCNNETT BOYCE EOYNTOK BRETT BRICHENOE BRIGGS BRINKL(GV BROVNE
BRYANT BURDITT BURGIN BURGIS BURGON CAMPION CAFDY CAVE CAVTHORNE
CHADDGCK CHAMBERS CHANDLER CHANEY CHRISKT)MAS CLAXTON CLIFFORD
COLLIER COLLYER CORBETT COX COZENS CRABE CRISHAS DALTON DANES
DAVISON DERTON DISSE DOBSON DOCKWRA DORRELL DOWCE DREWE EAGLE
EAS(E)Y EDGERTON EDVWARDS ELLAN ELLIS EMNERSON FABIAN FAIRCHILD
FARNHAM FAUX FEARY FEAST FRBE FREEMAN GARLAND GASKIN GATES GENT
GILBERT GILES GILL GINE GOADE GODDARD GOFFE GOODALL GODDAY
GOOPEODY GOULD GREENEVOOD GUNTHORPE GYLES HAMLETT HAMLIN HANLEY
HARDIMAY HARDVICK HARDYMAN HARNAY HARRINGTUN HASTINGS HICKLYN
HOBSON HOLCROFT HOPPER HORE HUNTER 1NGHAM INGRAM JACOB JARMAF
JULD JUDE KELSEY KIDMAN KI¥GSTON KNIGHT(S) LAMBERT LARKIF LAWE(S
LEGGETT LING LINTON LUPTON MAINE MAKEROV MALIN MANTELL MANTLE
MARTIN MARTYN MASTERSON MAYE MAYNARD MEDCALFE MERRINGTON METCALF
MOBB (S) MONEY MOTT MOULDER NMURRELL MUST HEEALE REWMAN HNICHOLAS
PADGETT PALGRAVE PARRETT PATRICK PAYTON PEAK{(E) FERKINS PREEST
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PRELST PRLIEST QUEENE QUINCE REILEY REMINGTON RICHMOND RICKETT RIX
ROBERRY ROSE RUSSELL SAGARS SAGGER(S) SAWYER SCOTT SEARLE(S)
SEDGWICK SKINNER SKYNNER SUWTER STADDARD STAGG STEBBIN STRANGE
SWALFE SVATNE(S) TARRANT TEEBALL(S) TEMPLER TENNISO¥ TERRELL TODD
TOOKES TUCK TURKIIB(G)TON TURNER TURNOR TWELVES VUFFINDALL
UFFINDELL VOYCE WADDILOW{E) VADMAN WALLEE WATSHAN WVAYTE(S) VEBB
VEEDER WEEDON WELLS WHITLOCK WITTMORE WILLERTOR WILSOE VINGRAVE
WOODHOUSE WOOLLWARD WORTH WYNE YEOMANS

Douglas Vick has edited another volume of Hampshire Lay Subsidy
Assessment. This new volume is entitled "West Hampshire Lay
Bubeidy Assessments, 1558 - 1603" It includes an explanation of
the administration of the subsidies and Elizabethan taxation and
a list of the Hampshire subsidy rolis at the Public Record
Office. The bulk of the book is taken up with details of who
paid and the samounts in the Hundreds of Andover (Inner and
Quter>, Thorngate, Xings Somborne, Wherwsll, Barton Stacey,
Overton, Kingsclere, Evingar, Pastrow, Chutely, Christchurch,
Ringwood, Fordingbridge, Hew Forest and Redbridge and the Libverty
of Bishop.

Mr. Vick can be contacted for details at 13 Badshot Lea Road,
Badshot Lea, Farpham, Surrey, GUO SJR.

Following Dr. Hodsdon's letter, page 27, in the last issue of the
Jaurnal showing that the era of spurious one-name historles had
reached Australia, Miss Manica Carolan has sent an extract from
the Australian publicaticn "Choice". In the section “"Shark
Vatch"™ 1t bhas given detalls of the NSV Supreme Court bhaving
issued an injunction against the publishers of such a book
forbidding them to continue sendlng out misleading sales letters.
However, although the injunction was issued 20 May 1086, sc far
1t seems it has had iittle effect.

It was reparted recently, that the Irish government is to hand
over tu Australia the microfilmed records of 40,000 Irish men and
women, who were transported there in the 18th and 19tk centuries.

Xr. Frank Mueller {(who recently contributed an article to the
Journal) of The Burdick Ancestry Library, 2317 Riverbluff
Parkway. #249, Sarasota, FL 34321-5032 U.5.4. ig trying to obtain
the curremt address of every BURDICK in the world! He believes
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there are only about 2§ 1isted in the Bnglish telephone
directories. If any members could help Mr. Musller with these
listings please write ta him at the above address.

The following items are avallable from the Guild's Sales Officer,
Mr. D.A. Attwood, 3 Banbury Road, Byfield, Hr. Daventry,
Northants, KE1l 6XJ. All prices include postage. Cheques should
be made payable to: The Guild of One-Name Studies.

Surname Periecdicals &£3.25(UK) £3.50(0verseas Surface)
£4.00{0verseas Air Nall>

Organising A One-Name Gathering £1.20(UK) £1.40{Overseas
Surface) £1.80{(0verseas Alr Mail)

Notelets and matching envelopes both with Guild loge &£1.00(UK)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Ihe Guild of One-Name Studieg

The Guild of One-Name Studies will be holding & regional One Day
Conference on Saturday, 1lst. Octaber 1988 at Abbey Church House,
Hetling Court, Bath. Speakers will include Richard Sowter on
"Resources of the Mormon Genealogical Library and the I.G.I",
Michael Gandy cn “"Some Unusual Sources for the One-Hamer* and a
third speaker to be arranged. There will also be an Open Forum
far questions and exchange of views and experience. Further
detalls will be given in the next Journal.

Barrett Interpational

The 1988 Barrett International Reunion will take place on Friday,
October 21 and Saturday, October 22, 1988 from 12.30 p.m to 2.15
p.m. Friday aad 8.30 a.m. to 9,15 a.m on Saturday. The venus
will be the Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre, Darling
Harbour, Sydney, Australla. The 1989 Reunion will take place
Friday, July 21 to Sunday, July 23, 1989 at Salt Lake City, Utah,
U.S.4. For more information write to Dan E. Barrett, 194 Main
Street, St. Catherines, Ontaria, Canada, L2F 4V8.

The Perrett Society, which incidentally covers all variations of
the name - Parrott, Parrett, Perrott, Porrett, etec. - will be
holding its 1888 A.G. X, at Narberth, Dyfed, over the weekend of
30tk April/lst May. The meeting and exhibition of "P" material
and data will be on Saturday and a coach trip wisiting the
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various Perrot castles in Pembrokeshire will take place omn
Sunday, May lst. Any Gulld member with a "P" comnnection i1s
invited to come along and Jjoln us. Further details froam the
Secretary, P.S. Perrett, 36 Elim Court Gardens, Crowbcrough, E.
SBussex, TE® 1BF. {with a sae. please).

Ihe Forth Niddlesex Family History Sgclefy

Below 1s a list of the PRO/North Middlesex lunchtime lectures for
1988. Any Guild members in town on these days are very welcome
to attend. HNormally those attending meet at 12.00 for 12.30 at
the Chancery Lane gate.

14th April Hr. C. Tucker Jewish Genealogical Sources

9th June Dr. A, Prochaska Culinary Sources in the Fublic
Recards

11th August Dr. N.A.K. Rodger The Armada

13th October Dr. H. Forde Branching out into Local
HEistory

8th December Mr. J. Walford Commonwealth Archives

Ihe Internationsl Molypeyx Family Assgclation

The first International Molyneux Famlly Association Reunion will
take place July 7th to July 1lth, 1988 at Loseley Park in Surrey,
the ancestral home aof the More-Molyneux family to host the first
ever Molyneux "Clan" International Reunion. There will be a
banquet at Croxeth Hall, ancestral home of the Earls of Sefton, 5
days of evenis through Surrey, Nottinghamshire and Lancashire.
The Internatiional Molyneux Family Association has reached a
worldwide membership of almost 300 in less than two years. For
full details of the reunion and membership contact David L.
¥olyneux, 42 Keswick Road, Great Bookham, Surrey, XI23 4BH. Tel:
Bookbam {(0372)54745, Please enclose an sae.

PEADIL.ITNES

The deadline for the Summer issue of the Journal is Monday, May
30th, 1988 and for the Autumn issue, Monday, August 29th, 1988.

FRHERERE AR SR Y
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THE GUILD OF ONE-NAME STUDIES was formed in September 1979
to encourage the exchange of ideas and co-operative Tiaison between
the growing number of family historians who concentrate their
research on all references to a single surname including proven
variants. ’

In the majority of cases this activity s carried on by an
individual working alone and not as a member of a One-Name Society,
although many such societies have been established and adnitted
to the Federation of Family History Societies as formally
constituted organisations.

The Aims and Objectives of the GUILD are :

{a) To bring together those individuals and groups of
people who are engaged in the collection of family
data relative to all references, branches and
occurrences of a single surname.

{b) To produce a Journal and hold periodic meetings for
the exchange of information on sources and research
techniques helpful to One-Name activity.

(c) To maintain and publish a REGISTER of the surnames
being researched and, through close association with
the Federation of Family History Societies, to secure
the widest possible awareness of One-Name research,

{d} To encourage and ensure, by a written undertaking,
that members will deal with a3l reply-paid enquiries
relative to their registered surname.

New applicants for membership of the Guild should send a stamped
addressed envelope to the Registrar, requesting a Registration
form. Overseas applicants may send International Reply Coupons.

The Registration Fee is £3.00 and the Annual Subsc;ription., payable
1st January, is £5.00. The subscription covers four issues of
this Journal and two issues of Family History News and Digest.
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