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El Editor’'s GComment N

My Editorial in the 1ast issue drew fire as I am sure many of you real-
ised it was meant to! A good crop of letters was received, a selection
of which are printed in this journal.

Interestingly though, only one offer of help was received. All the
others gave reasons why they could not help or appeared to be satis-
fied with the situation as it is. [ am sure that there is a moral to
be drawn from that somewhere. s

I was amused to read all the conflicting interests and activities meni-
joned - I find I do the same plus several mbre!l~ °

Most of the writers came down in faveour of the 10 point Courier type-
face but apparently at the AGM the voting was in favour of this one.

An account of the Annual Conference and AGM appears on page 56 - by
all accounts it was a great success. I say that because having preached
the gospel about attending, I was unable to be there. The reasons were
good and valid but I was sorry to miss it for the first time. The good
news is that there were quite a few new faces to be seen, it s import-
ant that new bload is.brought in.

At the AGM, for the first time in the Guild's history, & President was
elected and I am sure that all members will join me in congratulating
Fred Filby on his elevation. I can think of no-gne more worthy. He
has been involved with the organisation of One-Naming ever since I held
the first meeting in 1976 and was directly responsible for the founding
of the Guild in 1979. As Registrar, I simply do not know how he has
coped with the work load - no letter has ever gone unanswered, indeed
Fred is known for his long, informative and friendly replies and all
written by hand! Let us hope that he will now be able to ease up a
little and enjoy his Presidency for a long time to come.

We must not, either, forget his wife and son who have always given him
most loyal support and our grateful thanks are due to ail three.

Joan Marker has now taken over as Registrar and we wish her every succ-
ess in the job. Please give her all the help you can, she has a hard
job already to follow Fred. I am sure he will continue to receive mail
as Registrar for years to come (I still get some and I gave up the job
in 1978!) but please make sure you write % the right ane.

Next year, as I am sure you all are now aware, is the 900th Anniversary

of Domesday Book. Great celebrations are taking place up and down the

country. Are you planning to do anything? While you may not be able

to claim direct descent from a Domesday tenant, surely for many One-

Namers it will probably be the tirst mention ot the name which they

are researching., A special article in your local Family History Society
magazine or in your local paper? A Gathering? Think about it.

- 50 -



WHERE DO_I GO _FROM HERE? D.W.Eustace

Having had considerable fun and satisfaction and, hopefully, some
success in tracing forefathers who are the roots of your family tree,
the question arises of what to do next. Do you sit back in smug satis-
faction that, in one subject at least, you are the world authority -
the history of the GRUNDYS, the GABRIELS or whatever your family name
is? What then happens to the mass of information you have acquired?

If you have children you will be lucky if they have time from their own
enthusiasms to give to yours and can you expect it? If you have no
children, will your records be scattered or burnt and your knowledge
sink once more into the dust of the centuries? This has happened to no
tess than three of my own namesakes who died o.s.p. in the 1last ten
years.

You could, of course, write a book but printing even the dozen or more
copies to deposit in the libraries of our capital cities will caost
several hundred pounds. It has taken ten years for me to see my money
back. Photocopying is, I am informed, somewhat impermanent but cheaper.
You could regard this outlay as your own memorial and it is certainly
1ikely to keep your name fresh after many Monumental Inscriptions have
become indecipherable. Why do we tend to think of future generations?
Should we not share our treasure with the current namesakes, especially
the younger generation? This raises the question of how the information
-is spread.

The simplest form is the newsletter, sc popular among our American
cousins. Usualtly sent at Christmas, it will become very bulky if it
contains the results of the year's work and even just one instalment of
past history. It will almost certainly mean more than one such in the
year and add considerably to postage, particularly if there are over-
seas correspondents. One can hardly ask for contributions to the.
postal costs of one's personal and often unsolicited letters. You can,
however, suggest subscription to a family association or society which
issues a newsletter or house journal at regular intervals. This is a
solution which an increasing number of family researchers are using.
However loose and modest such an organisation may be, once started and
subscriptions accepted there is an implied responsibility to keep it
going. This could well mean ‘less time for research personally but
offers opportunity to recruit namesakes to help in the research, the
production of the journal and general organisation. The friendships
which develop between namesakes making common cause in this way is the
greatest reward that comes from the effort put in.

If your recruits can include one or more of the younger generation
there is a greater possibility that the work will continue after you,
yourself, have become an ancestor.

A family organisation can develop in many ways apart from sharing the

results of research. [t can become custodian for documents, fgmi]y
bibles, photograph albums and other items, the preservation of which is
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highly important. It is possible to ask for these to be bequeathed or
given to the 'family' in the form of the association whereas a gift to
yourself, personally, can hardly be solicited. Apart from recording
memorial stones and tablets, a stone that has been cleaned and cared-
for is less likely to disappear in the present urge to simplify the up-
keep of graveyards - any member can undertake this.

To get the family together and thus meet some of one's correspondents
is enjoyable and many family associations do this successfully but it
is not essential - just one of the possible activities if someone will
undertake the job of organising it. What is open to anyone , more
particularly those living in a major town, is fo offer a welcome to
overseas visitors, possibly no more than a cup of tea, but it will give
a touch of reality to their visit to the 'mother country' if they have
met one or more of 'their own folks'. The hosts will find that they
have made friends throughout the world and that is treasure indeed.

The Tinking and sharing of a mutual family history with namesakes gives
real meaning to the study and a method of achieving this should be
given cansideration - concentrating on the possibilities rather than
the difficulties. The latter have been faced before and overcome. No
one can hope for 100% success. If you achieve 10% support you have done
well. You will make mistakes - we all have and will.

Just as a family association is a method of avoiding repetition in re-
search, it is possible that those who have already trodden the path can
help from their experience if enough readers are interested and our
editor can find room. Anyway, think about it. You only need to sel}
the idea to a couple of the family and you can go ahead as I did
originaily.

{D.W,Eustace, 13 Staveley Road, Chiswick, London W4 2HU)}

WHAT WERE THE ORIGINAL NAMES? Gordon Bariow

Qver the years we have read articlies by Mr Palgrave, Mr Barfoot and
gthers giving valuable comments on surname variants and corruptions; I
suggest it is now high time we all faced the question - what were the

original names?

My membership of the Guild hangs on the name STILLARD, which on the
face of it is merely an uncommon variant of STILLIARD - in turn a
variant spelling of STEELYARD from the Hanseatic " Steelyard " trading
post in London. Standard surname etymology tells us the STILLIARDS etc.
must have taken, or been given, their surname because of some connec-
tion with this German Steelyard nearby. So far so good.

However, there are two reasons to question this derivation. One is that
there were STILLARDS (now usually STELLARD or STALLARD) in south Somer-
set before the name ever appeared in London; the other is that evidence
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exists that the earliest London STILLARDS may formerly have been TILARD,
TILWARD or even TILLY. I never used to bother about surnames STILL,
STEEL, TYLER, much less SHEIL, DOYLE or DILWORTH - at least before 1700
-~ but I do now.

It's not just STILLARD that gives me cause for concern. In close
proximity in various parts of Britain are WINBOLT & WIMBLE, BARLOW &
BARROLL, CHAWNER & CHALLONER, BISSLAND & BILSLAND, BUCKLEY & BULKELEY,
LADSON & LADSTONE, ARMSON & GARMSON, SWENE & SHEEN - and, in Ireland,
FEELEY & FIELD.

Now it is easy to shrug off these pairs as variants, and of course they
are. But for a full appreciation of their respective connections one
must surely delve way back beyond their first documentation -~ back, in-
deed, to the unrecorded regional dialects from which they sprang. What,
we must ask, were the original names?

I have actually written a whole book on this subject (though I've not
yet been able to find a publisher - any advice would be very welcome!)
and it is too complex a topic to deal with briefly. However, the basic
challenge is to the whole tradition of surname origins and meanings :
the persuasive folk-etymology that blinds us to even simple dialectal
variations.

The first Mr ARMSTRONG was probably cousin to Mr ARMSON & Mr GARMSON &
Mr HARMS, all of the local McARM clan - and perhaps more distantly
retated to the MONTCALMS and HERMANNS across the water. Mr ARMSTRONG's
strong arm and Hery HERMANN's brotherly nature are speculations, but no
more.

We can go further. As French GUILLAUME is related to both Welsh GILLAM
and English WILLIAM, what might be alternative versions of WINBOLT /
WIMBLE? Could the WINBOLTS of Wimbledon (and even the WOMBLES of Wom-
bleton) be related to GAMBLES & KIMBALLS & CAMPBELLS? Since the second
syllables of surnames seem to be pretty flexible, could they be in some
cases merely meaningless diminutives? Should #r BARFOOT and I be
seeking a common ancestral clan? Whether in England or not might
depend on whether the BARS who settled his Barford and my Barleigh came
as Teutons or Celts. '

Their old cultural affiliations are a natural speculation evolving from
more orthodox One-Name Studies, though at that stage a detailed analy-
sis of name-components becomes gquite unavoidable. This means a close
inspection of all variations from a presumed ancient original, and
correlation with dialect-words in ordinary usage across the centuries
before permanent surnames were adopted.

I will be glad to answer any questions on the sﬁbject, at least until
my book is published (!). No IRCs, please - English stamps are fine.

(Gordon Barlow, PO Box 1693, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands, West Indies)
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THE CHARITY COMMISSICN Brian Christmas

The Charity Commission, which has its Central Register at 57 Haymarket,
London SW1 (Piccadilly Underground Station) holds a set of the printed
Reports of the Charity Commissioners, set up under Acts of Parliament
in 1817 and 1818 to enquire into Charities for the Education of the
Poor and a further Act extending to other Charities, in England only.

The above Acts followed on two earlier Acts dated 1776 which required
Overseers of the Poor to report on the Relief and Settlement of the
Poor and Laws relating to Vagrants and the state of Houses of Correc-
tion, and Ministers and Churchwardens to report on Charitable Donations
for the Benefit of Poor Persons.

The first thirty-two Reports were presented to Parliament, starting in
1819 and finishing in 1840, with two further Reports in 1850 and 1851,
The charities reported on are printed in the order in which the details
were received by the Commissioners - i.e. under County and Parish - and
are therefore difficult to check for specific surnames, There is, how-
ever, a printed Surname Index to the Reports, published in 1840, and
from that [ found four CHRISTMAS' Charities covering Bristol; Cholsey,
Berks.; Sherfield-upon-Loddon & Stratfield Saye, Hants.; and Falmer,
Sussex, and the period from 1675 to 1825, and one reference to my sur-
name in connection with a Charity School at Southfieet, Kent, endowed
by the SEDLEY Family. The details given in my entries vary in the
amount of information given, from a few Tines to several pages, which
presumably reflects the date of the charitable act and the personal
knowledge of the trustees being questioned by the Commissioners, but
each charity mentioned refers specifically to a beguest in a Will,which
can then be followed up elsewhere.

Although the above Reports may be familiar to many Guild members, there
are in addition, at the Charity Commission, surname, objective and topo-
graphical Indexes to Charities either registered or varied since 1960,
when the present Commission was set up.

Among those Indexes I found three CHRISTMAS® Charities, from East World-
ham, Hants.; Lambeth, London; and Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, covering the
period from 1888 to 1969, together with a variation of the charity
associated with Sherfield-upon-Loddon, previously mentioned. The infor-
mation given is minimal but it does give the name and address of the
person to whom to write regarding the charity and may mention the date
of the High Court Scheme allowing the object of the original charity to
be changed.

The Charity Commission Register Office, which is on the sixth floor
{entrance at 69 Haymarket) is open from 10 am to 4 pm, Monday to Friday
inclusive. Another set of the 19th Century Reports can be seen in the
Official Publications Library of the British Museum, open from 9.30 am
to 4.45 pm Monday, Friday & Saturday and from 9.30 am to 8.45 pm Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday.

(B.W.Christmas, 74 Oakwood Rd, Maidstone, Kent MElé6 8AL)
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MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

KENT REGIONAL MEETING : 2th MARCH 1985 Brian Christmas

The first Kent Regional Meeting was held in the Market Hall of the
“Rose and Crown" Hotel in Tonbridge. The meeting started with Registra-~
tion and a welcome cup of coffee and then approximately fifty persons,
comprising over thirty members of the Guild and about sixteen non-
members, were warmly welcomed by the chairman, Chris Barrett.

The proceedings were formally opened by the Deputy Mayor of Tonbridge,
Councillaor M. FERRY T.D. (Member no.352) who, due to other commitments,
was unable to stay to listen to the speakers.

The first of these was Captain David PULVERTAFT R.N. (Member no.110)
who gave a most interesting and amusing talk on How I Began. He told
how his interest was first aroused by a local historian from Lincoln-
shire, who was researching the PULVERTOFT Family from Boston, writing
to his uncle, whose name had appeared in a newspaper, to ask if there
was any connection between the two names. A second great help in his
researches came from Michael LEADER of the Irish Genealogical Research
Society in London, who helped him to trace a branch of the PULVERTAFT
Family in Ireland. The third phase started when he joined the Guild of
One-Name Studies and began to publish the results of his researches in
the PULVERTAFT Papers. This was followed by the practice of keeping a
Diary to record what research had been done, and why, and to note how
information had been analysed and interpreted.

The second talk, by Miss Geraldine BEECH B.A. , Assistant Keeper of
Maps, Public Record Office, on Maps as a Source gave listeners an in-
sight into the vast range of maps held at the P.R.0., both at Chancery
Lane and Kew. Miss Beech emphasised that the location of particular
maps depended on why the map had been commissioned and by what person
or body, which affected which Departmental Records it would be found
in. She then went on to describe the two main types of official maps,
other than the Qrdnance Survey, to be found at the P.R.0., i.e. those
relating to Enclosure Awards and Tithe Apportionments,giving the likely
range of dates and areas of the country concerned, and stressing the
fmportance to genealogists in' particular of the schedules attached to
the maps, which often give names of owners and occupiers of affected
land. She finished her talk by drawing the audience’s attention to the
large scale Inland Revenue maps, produced following LLOYD GEORGE's de-
ferred 1909 Budget, which showed in great detail such items as trees &
lamp posts and covered all the most densely populated parts of the
country.

After lunch the first speaker was Mrs A. NEVILL M.A., on the subject
of The Poor Law in People's Lives with slides and references in partic-
ular from the Workhouse at ttchinghill in the Eltham Unien. Mrs NEVILL
sketched the history of the Poor Laws, starting with the Act of 1601,
when the Overseers of the Poor were first appointed in each parish to

- 55 -



look after the poor, with a poor rate levied on the richer parishioners.
She then concentrated on the situation following the 1844 Act, when

parishes united to build special Workhouses for the poor, to remedy the
situation caused by the introduction of the Speenhamland System in 1795.
This system of poor relief had encouraged employers to underpay their
workmen, in the knowledge that they would be locked after by the parish,
thereby increasing the numbers applying for relief and causing abandon-
ment of Tlandhoidings and general demoralisation of the recipients. Mrs
NEVILL went on to describe the inhuman conditions which applied to the
inmates of Union Workhouses, including the physical separation of

married couples and of parents and children. These conditions were very
gradually ameliorated over a long period of time and happily are now a
thing of the past.

The tast talk of the day was given by Chris BARRETT (Member nro.257) on
the subject of Dialect and Phonetics in One-Name Study, using his re-
searches into the surname of UREN to {iTlustrate his paints. Mr Barrett
explained that the name of UREN had Cornish origins and he listed the
various spellings he had come across, which resulted either from the
pronunciation of the person speaking the name or from the hearer writ-
ing it down as he thought he had heard it. He went on 1o outline in
general terms how diatects had come into existence, based on the in-
vasions by various tribes and peoples of different parts of the country.
He then illustrated how the name of UREN, carried by Cornish miners to
those parts of the country with strong dialects, notably the north-east’
of England, had been altered in its spelling by the effect of the local
dialect.

That talk which, like the others, was followed by a lively and informa-
tive question and answer session, ended the formal proceedings and was
followed by the opportunity for members and non-members to talk and to
exchange ideas and information. :

Thanks are due to Chris BARRETT, Susan BOURNE, Heather LEWIS and Ray
WIGZELL for organising a very enjoyable programme of talks. I'm sure
this will be the first of many meetings to be held in Kent.

THE GUILD AGM AND SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE  David Pulvertaft

These were held at the National Liberal Club in London on 18th and 19th
May, following the pattern which had proved so popular in 1984. Atten-
dance reached a new record of some 90 members and several guests and
there was an encouraging amount of 'new blood' attending for the first
time.

The Guild's Chairman, Derek PALGRAVE, steered the AGM through a lengthy
agenda, from which the following points are selected:
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It is the Executive Committee's intention to buy a bookcase with
the proceeds of the Frank HIGENBOTTAM Memorial Fund & to install
it in the members' room of the Society of Genealogists where it
will house the Guild's callection of One-Name Journals.

Mary GRIFFITHS has taken over the task of Abstracts Co-ordinator
from Michael DALTON. Members who issue one-name journals should
in future send abstracts to her in the house style of FHN&D.

Chris BARRETT has arranged a roster to deal with correspondence
to the Guild now that this is being addressed to the Guild's box
number at the Society of Genealogists.

To everyone's delight, Fred FILBY was elected as the first
President of the Guild.

The excess of 'current assets' over ‘current liabilities' rose
from £2,292 in 1983 to £3,290 in 1984.

Guild members in the Oxford area are planning a regional meeting
and there are thoughts of others being arranged at Taunton and
in the North West.

While the Natioral Liberal Club has proved to be a most hospit-
abte and popular venue for the Jast two conferences, there are
changes afoot which may mean that it cannot be used next year.
The situation will be kept under review by the committee.

Of the three alternative typefaces used in the Tlast few issues
of the Journal, the majority of members present preferred the
'Gothic 12" in its reduced size.

After a delicious bar Tunch, the Conference got under way with two
excellent lectures. John HITCHON talked on Computers and a One-Name
Study from inputs to outputs, illustrated with slides of his own study
and providing an assessment of the cost of setting up a system from
scratch. Whether there were any instant converts only the BBC Computer
sales staff will know but many seeds were undoubtedty sown.

Irene POLLOCK then talked about The Guildhall Library as a Source,
starting with its history and then describing the make-up of its cat-
alogue and its departments. In the process she told us of its riches,
its frailties and, most importantly, how to get the best out of its
facilities. It was a masterly talk and many a member resolved to pay
her a visit!

The Saturday evening informal dinner was well attended and, by all
accounts, resulted in one member being Tocked out of the Club when he
wanted to get in, while another was locked inside the Club when he
wanted to get out! Most members re-appeared for the Sunday morning
talks - Chris BARRETT's subject was Company Records, leading us through
the peculiarities of Companies House in City Road and how the material
can be of use to the one-namer - Don EUSTACE then kept us all enter-
tained with his version of How I Did It and certainly exemplified the
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meaning of the EUSTACE motto, 'Stand Firm'. As always with these
talks, there was many a snippet for each of the one-namers present.

The Conference was brought to a close by Fred FILBY fulfilling his
first official engagement as President of the Guild and rightly
describing it as a 'momentous meeting'.

(Captain D.M.Pulvertaft RN. Tucketts, Trusham, Newton Abbot, Dbevon)

REGIONAL MEETINGS : THE FUTURE Mary Griffiths

Those of you who have attended one or more of the Regional Meetings
held so far will, I am sure, agree that you had a mast enjoyable day.
So far, meetings have been held in the South-West, the Midlands, York-
shire and Kent, and it is hoped to widen the field stiil further.

Meetings are being planned for the Oxfordshire area (see below), West
of the Pennines and East Anglia and [ hope in the not - too - distant
future to issue a list of dates. It is intended to circylate all
members, with the Journal, with details of any future meetings as we
have discovered that some of you are happy to travel quite a way and
yet may not be able to attend the AGM. One of the ideas of these meet-
ings is that they are open to non-members, as this is one of the best
ways for other family historians to discover what one-naming is all
about.

Meanwhile, if any of you are interested in helping to set up a Regional
Meeting, either in one of the places mentioned or in yet another area,
please can you let me know and then I can put you in touch with other
like-minded members in that area. It seems quite daunting at first,
when you start to tackle the problems of organising a conference, but
the ideas soon start coming and 1 will be very willing to assist where
I can. The Guild will provide funds for the hiring of a Hall etc. so
no one need be out of pocket in the meantime.

It would be splendid if we could hold, on average, three Regional Meet-
ings a year, either on a regular c¢ircuit or even as the mood takes us!

THAMES VALLEY REGIONAL CONEERENCE

This will be held on Saturday 9th November 1985 at the Guildhall in
Abingdon, Oxon. Advance information is available from Mrs G.Davis,
5 Captain Cook Close, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks. HP8 40S. Please enclose
a stamped, addressed envelope.

KODAK MUSEUM : Vicky UFFINDELL writes that the Museum (mentioned
on page 47 of the Spring issue) closed at the end of 1984 and is in
the process of being transferred to the new National Museum of Photo-
graphy, Film and Television in Bradford where it will be housed in a
newly-created wing.
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FROM THE COMMITTEE
A GUILD CLEARING HOUSE Douglas K. Beresford

It has long been my opinion that there is an area of assistance the
Guild can give to its members which has not as yet been fully explored.

As a general rule it is probably safe to suggest that Category A Socie-
ties not only publish their magazines but also produce a variety of
articles for sale to members. These items often bear the family motif,
and perhaps a motto, and include everything from tiepins to hand towels.
The Guild, however, is made up principally of individual researchers,
rather than family societies - indeed its duty is to take care of the
needs of such individuals who, in many cases, cannot affiliate to the
Federation of Family History Societies. We must therefore look at ways
of assisting those of our members who are listed as Category C or E
and ensure that if they wish to investigate the possibility of pro-
ducing family items in limited numbers they have a section of the Guild
to which they can turn.

Hence the Clearing House.

I imagine that there is a wealth of knowledge amongst Guild members
already, simply waiting to be collected together for everycne's benefit.
The purpose of the Guild Clearing House, as I see it, is to collect
this information so that it becomes available whenever it is required.
It could be, for example, that a member wishes to produce five neckties,
each bearing his motif, to be offered as Christmas presents to his
immediate family members; or indeed a member may wish to airlift his
family members to a venue in the Channel Islands or receive information
on suitable accommodation for a Family Gathering in the Cotswolds.

The scope 1is tremendous and the list could be endless. The service
which could be provided is, however, inestimable. During the coming
months [ shall be contacting members of the Guild individually. I would
ask each member to provide assistance and information where he or she
can and all ideas will be welcomed. Together we can build a storehouse
of information which will benefit members greatly in the future.

CONCERNING THE ABSTRACTS Mary Griffiths

With one finger and wmuch tippex, the backlog of abstracts from one-
name publications is now complete and has been sent to Family History
News & Digest. That is, apart from my own which I quite forgot!

Herewith the problem. I understand that about eighty members already
produce newsletters, varying from one to six fssues a year, and, as
of course we all hope that this number will increase, ! can foresee
the task of abstracting getting completely out of hand and defeating
me utterly.
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Therefore, 1 am asking you, if you produce your own newsletter, if you
could please abstract your own journals. Details of how to compile
abstracts appear in every issue of FHN&D, most recently on page 21 of
Yolume 5 Number 1 (Spring 1985). If you do your own there s less
chance of your favourite article being missed out! Having done your
abstracts, if you could then post them, together with the journal, to
me I will see that the abstracts are forwarded and the journals will
be kept for the Guild Library, soon to be a reality.

Reading all the different journals has been very enjoyable. There is
a8 great deal of very interesting material in them which deserves
a wider readership than the individual one-name journal is likely to
receive at present and it is through the abstracts that these articles
can reach that readership. So I hope that as many of you as possible
will help me with your abstracts as I am sure you will appreciate the
problems of reading more than 80 journals a quarter in my spare time!

A_PLEA FROM THE GENERAL EDITOR, FAMILY HISTORY NEWS & BIGEST

I hope that as many of you as possible will do as Mary suggests and
" prepare your own abstracts but please can I ask you o read and to
follow the quidelines as set out in FHN&D. Do please remember that
abstracts should be typed or printed on 5" x 3" slips with not more
than 32 characters {including spaces) per line. Most importantly, for
one-name journal abstracts, make it very clear under which category
and/or which county you think the abstract should be placed. in the
next (Autumn) issue of FHNRD, 20% of the abstracts appear in the Names
category, many of them placed there because their titles give no
indication as to their precise contents.

Incidentally, no-one has as yet prepared any abstracts from the Guild
Journal itself ~ 15 issues including this one. I am sure that Mary
would welcome a volunteer!

A PIM GENEALOGY compiled by F.Bewley Pim. 60pp A4 with card cover and
plain plastic spine. ’

This is arranged in 8 sections of Marrative Pedigree with a brief intro-
duction, which includes the transcript of an eighteenth century letter
surmarising much of the family history of the branch which settled in
Ireland after having originated in Leicestershira.

The pedigrees include many American and Canadian PIMS and refer to
branches established in Sussex and Devon during the eighteenth century.

I would have liked to have seen something about the origin and early
distribution of the surname, together with some assessment of its

present status throughout the world, However, the booklet s wel]
indexed with respect to Christian and Surnames and will form a useful
work of reference for those with PIM ancestry.
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TRACING GRANDFATHER or THE MACAG INCIDENT Leslie Hyner

It is not long before the family historian comes to realise that he
or she is a detective, probing here and there for the essential
evidence which will establish another link in the chain and learning
that to find even a single clue one must spend much time and effort
- some of which seems to be utterly wasted.

This is a story of one such search, carried out by my wife who, some
ten years ago, decided to trace the history of her maternal grandfather,
James SUMMERS, who died in Japan in 1891 at the age of 63. It is a
story of effort which, in the process, turned up a most interesting
tale. But more of that anon.

My wife, who was born in Japan of English parents, had no knowledge
at all of her grandfather's family and the only fact she had to go on
was that James had been a clergyman. As he was born in 1828, which
was before the system of civil registration commenced, she started work
at Church House in London where she found that his name appeared in
the Clerical List and, later, in Crockfords.

Those records revealed that James had been to Oxford University and
that he was ordained a Deacon (Curate of Hitchin, Herts.) in 1863. He
had previously been a pupil tutor at St Paul's Callege, Hongkong, in
1849, at Shanghai in 1851, a Professor of Chinese at King's College,
London, in 1852 and had published magazines and many books on oriental
languages.

With such a wealth of information one would expect a search to progress
rapidly. WNot a bit of it.

The Oxford Alumni (seen at the Society of Genealogists) showed that
James was the only son of Edward SUMMERS of Titchfield, Hants. His
name appeared in the Oxford Calendar as & GentTeman Commoner from 1856
to 1860. But when approached for further details, the university
authaorities stated that their records had been destroyed by fire. Set-
back No.1.

Nevertheless, there were still the Church records to examine. So we
visited the Hertfordshire CRD and spent some time examining the Ordina-
tion Papers and checking the lists of baptisms for, although not
priested, James was allowed to do that type of work. There were no
baptismal or birth certificates for James himself with the papers, nor
did they include the customary testimonials. Setback No.Z.

Never mind, application could be made tc the Diocesan Registry, for
papers at the CRO had shown that James was licensed on 16th July 1863
by the Bishop of Rochester. Sad to say, they had no records for Hitchin
and assumed that they were transferred to St Albans when that new
Diocese was founded in 1877. The St Albans office couldn't find them
either. Setback No.3.
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Next on the 1ist was King's College, London, where my wife found that
James had received a salary of £84 per annum plus 3ths of fees for
Chinese. He retained the post as Professor of Chinese until 1873 but,
apart from that, she drew a blank. Setback No.4.

Perhaps, she said, the British Library could help. Armed with a 1ist
of book titles, she applied for a ticket and spent a day reading
through her grandfather's works. It did not surprise her to find that
these were all of an oriental nature - The Gospel of St John in the
language of Shanghai, An English Outline Vocabulary for Chinese and
Japanese Students and so on. There was no information about James him-
self so that was Setback No.5.

Although by now somewhat disappéiﬁted, hy wife sough{'help from a resi-
dent of Titchfield who kindly examined the Parish Register but there
were no references to the SUMMERS family. Setback No.6.

Finally, she wrote to St Paul's College, Hongkong, where her grand-
father had been a pupil tutor in 1849. Yes, you have guessed it, their
records were destroyed by the Japanese during the occupation. Setback
No.7. -

After so much frustration, my wife could rouse 1ittle enthusiasm about
following up a suggestion made by the Principal of St Paul's that she
might find some mention of James in the pewspapers of the time and it
was two years before we travelled to the Newspaper Library at Colindale,
North London, where one can examine a world-wide collection of news-
papers. As a substantial loss was suffered from enemy action during
-the 1939-45 war, we were not very hopeful.

In the event, we found that copies of the China Mail were available
for the relevant period so we ordered the Tirst bafch of papers and
settled back to await their delivery by hand-pushed truck as the news-
papers are bound in strong and very heavy covers which take quite an
effort to 1ift.

The China Mail made most interesting reading - about a world of which
we have so little knowledge today. There were references to Lord
PALMERSTON, to the purchase and sale of opium, to the trial of pirates,
to the Emperor of China and to the Harem 'for which a number of young
ladies were lately presented according to custom, that a proper
selection may be made'.

There was no mention of James until the second batch of newspapers
arrived and the first one happened to fall open at the Index - there
were the astonishing words:

JAMES SUMMERS, ARRESTED

After so many years of futile search it seemed impossible that my
wife's efforts were about to be rewarded but, turning to the editorial
columns, we came across a most surprising story.
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On 7th June 1849 James (who was then only 21 and an assistant teacher
at the Mission 5chool, Hongkong) had visited Macao which was Portuguese
territory. During a walk about the city he came across a grand reli-
gious procession (Corpus Christi) and all the local people knelt down
as it passed. As the ceremony symbolised doctrines from which he
dissented James refused to take off his hat when asked to do so by a
Priest and later by a soldier on the orders of the Governor. He was,
therefore, arrested and taken to a room in the Guard House from where
he managed to send letters to Captains of British warships which
happened to be in the harbour.

Accarding to an editorial in the London Times of August 27th 1849, one
of these officers, Captain (Tater Admiral} KEPPEL, decided that as his
ship, the ‘Maeander' was about to sail, no time should be lost if the
life of his countryman was to be saved, for several British subjects
- had died in the very gaol? in which James was imprisoned.

Waiting until the Governor (who was patron of the 'Puylling' races which
were to take place) had boarded the American flagship, 'Plymouth', the
Captain landed a strong party of fully armed marines and seamen at the
Governor's wharf, disarmed the sentry and opened fire. After killing
one soldier, the party withdrew, taking James SUMMERS with them. The
crew of the 'Maeander’ entered for the races, won $60-worth of prizes,
and sailed their ship to Manila.

In addition to occupying much space in the fortnightly editions of the
China Mail, the story was referred to in some detail in other Eastern
papers and took up several editorial columns in the London Times of
27th August 1849 but, rather surprisingly, there do not appear to have
been any repercussions. Perhaps that was because the Governor of Macao
had made himself very unpopular locally by constructing a road through
a cemetery and he was decapitated by bandits shortly after James
escaped.

So much for success, but in all the thousands of words written about

the incident there was not one mention of James's background. My wife

was no nearer to tracing the early history of her grandfather until,

several years later, a cousin's wife happenad to Took at her late grand-
father-in-law's death certificate, which had been issued by the British

Consulate in Basle where he died. Lo and behold, it gave particulars

not only of the deceased himself but, to prove U.K. ¢itizenship, of

his father as well - James SUMMERS. It stated that James was born at

Lichfield (in Staffordshire) on 5th July 1828.

And so it proved to be.
If there is any moral to this story for the family historian, it is

that one must never give up and that information about one's ancestors
can come from the most unexpected sources.

{Leslie Hyner, 21 Sandy Lane, Cheam, Sutton, Surrey, SM2 7NU)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Jear Colonel Swinnerton

Family History and Local History

Bearing in mind that one of the greatest difficulties found in Family
History research is that of defining exactly what material is available
in the first place, may I offer a couple of suggestions.

I have been fortunate in that I have become a researcher on Local
History as well as Family History and have sometimes actually been paid
for it. Doubling the interest factor and halving the expense is to be
thoroughly recommended.

Over the years I have attempted to widen my scope and to be of service
where and when I could ... and of Tate | have been constantly reminded
that if I had only worked on one of the disciplines my ability to answer
questions would have been severely curtailed. [ was guietly sitting
at my desk at Christmas when I had a revelation that amazed both me and
the cat - simply that there are a whole group of people doing half our
work for us and virtuaily untapped.

In this area there is an explosion of interest in Local History that
easily matches that of the tree-trackers, and in that body of workers
are hundreds of peaple researching a place without much emphasis on the
history of specific people and often restricted by Parish Boundaries.
Our work covers areas for people without much emphasis on a given place.
If the two were brought together there might be about 50% more informa-
tion for both sets of people.

I am now approaching various independent units, such as the University
of Bristol, in an attempt to create a Register of One Parish Studies.
A historian is very 1likely to know of many sources that have escaped
the genealogist and it is a basic essential to have at least a note of
the genuine researchers who cover specific areas. I recommend that large
hints be dropped by our members all over the Country.

Secondly, [ have bheen involved in a crusade to avert the destruction
of property deeds which, under a lunatic Act of Parliament, 1is now
allowable. Because of the space taken up by Parchment Deeds they can
now be destroyed whenever they pass through the hands of the Tawyer or
the Society dealing with them, and many are going every week. My own
experience has shown that in many cases the 'Schedule' at the rear of
these deeds carries an amazing amount of personal information to prove
the ownership, and a recent set from Bristol contained a written famiiy
tree starting in 1580. My campaign here is for Deeds to go to County
Record Offices instead of on the fire, and at least important fragments
of irreplaceable history will be recorded for posterity. All help is
welcome, MPs and the Law Society are prime targets.

If anyone has enquiries regarding this area in any aspect, 1 will be
delighted to return any S.A.E. arriving.

(Brian Austin, 11 Alma Street, Weston-super-Mare BS23 1RB)
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AT - letters

Dear Sir

Your Editorial has goaded me out of my state of total apathy as was,
no doubt, your intent and now I write in haste to show you that there
are members of the Guild who are still aiive - and kicking?!

You asked for members' preferences on the different sizes of typeface
which you have used in the Journal. My view is that, while I find the
12 point Elite (unreduced) of the last two issues rather easier to read
than the earlier 'reduced' print, the difference is only really apparent
when the two are compared with each other. A quick count indicates that
there is about a 30% increase in content with the 'reduced' size and
- assuming that we have a cost limitation on the number of pages per
issue ~ I would prefer to keep the amount of information high and would
therefore vote for a return to the reduced print size.

As to your guestion on the lack of response to nominate members for the
Executive Committee, [ must remind you of the sad fact that all of us
who run a one name society, journal or newsletter have to recognise at
an early stage if we are not to be disappointed; that is that the vast
majority of subscribers are happy to be passive members but are
unwilling or unable to devote their time to it. The same, I suspect,
is inevitable in a Guild such as ours where the members probably spend
more time than they should on their own one-name study and are thus
reluctant to commit themselves to the broader field of Guild business.

I would also suggest that the Guild has a particular difficulty not
shared by other societies which are normally geographically orientated
and can thus enjoy the social exchange of regular meetings and an under-
standing of the commitment of committee members. Without such a focus,
our Guild should only expect success in this area if it makes a partic-
ular effort; perhaps by explaining what the commitment of committee
members is in terms of travel, time and cost. With such anm explanation,
you might find that some of the "Toners" rise to the cccasion!

When the weight of the editorfal mantle is heavy on your shoulders, I
would suggest you look back over the fourteen issues of the Journal.
1 believe they have grown into a most interesting and professional
publication and for that I congratulate you!

(Capt.D.M: Pulvertaft RN, Tucketts, Trusham, Newton Abbot, Devon 13 ONR)

Dear Col. Swinnerton

Re your Editorial ... Yes, I am sure we are 'loners'. 90% of genealo-
gists are doing the same sort of work finding their family in one place
- but usually one family. One-namers have much wider horizons and are
usually searching in many places at once and belong to several FHS in
various parts of the country. This means you have to work alone - you
can't get involved in just one Seciety or particular area.

Those of you that are good engugh to take the time and trouble to be
on the Committee and in office are to be congratulated for the work you
do. I agree we should all put semething back, but some of us have other
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TR letters -

ways of putting back - such as recording areas outwith our own purely
for others' benefit - whereas you put back by helping to run the Guild
and benefit us 'loners' ... your work is very much appreciated, as are
all the volunteers who run FHSs all over the country, by isolated people
such as myself. Many thanks.

{Roger Tatler, Tigh nam Beithe, Roy Bridge, Inverness-shire)

Dear Colonel Swinnerton

I must write to counter'your implied suggestion of apathy within the
Guild.

My impression of the Guild is that its members are drawn from a

remarkably narrow strata of society. Many are, I should think ,
professional people with heavy job commitments and may have other extra-
curricular interests. I am sure that for many time, and for some dis-
tance, precludes regular attendance at meetings. My list of members
attending the 1984 AGM indicates over 10% were present. More than 70
members (again over 10% of the membership) live abroad and can hardly
be expected to attend meetings, let alone be censured for non-attendance,

I have to plan my diary up to & year ahead. [ was pleased to reserve
the weekend of 11th and 12th May for the 1985 AGM. When, in February,
I Tearnt of the change of date I found the 18th and 19th May was not
possible. For my own position, as well as a busy job demanding time
at hours ‘unsocial' to non-professional people, 1 am involved with
mediaeval numismatics, the Territorial Army and the St Jdohn Ambulance.
Occasionally I feel I do not give enough time to my family. 1[I cannot
speak for others but my cousin who lives in Scotland is a County Com-
missioner for Scouts and involved in lpcal politics and has difficulty
both on a time and distance basis to attend meetings.

I am full of gratitude to those people who put in so much hard work to
run the Guild efficiently. 1 believe many members share my feeling of
admiration and respect, but there should be a halance whereby the
Officers of the Guild also appreciate and respect the limitations of
many members. I note and was upset by the censure at the 1983 A.G.M.
pubiished in Vol.1 page 103 of the Journal ("In his Report to the AGM
our Chairman indicated that our total membership was 485 at the end of
1982; of them only 43 attended the Annual Conference").

..+« One last point regarding the Journal. I am sufficiently keen to
wish to have VYol.1 bound, but I am deterred by the pages of each number
varying in size by up to 1 cm. Could the paper size for each issue
become standardised?

{Ed. I agree and had complained myself. It is now standard A5)
(G.L.V.Tatler, 480 Chiswick High Rd, London W4 5TT)

Dear Col. Swinnerton

. Perhaps the nomination form itself is to blame in so far as it could
say more of what is needed as the impression gained is that for the 8
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vacancies there were already eight people, full stop. I am quite willing
to share in the work ...

I think it is quite possible that many One-Name people are often not
very far along the road and it is a tribute to the Guild, if this is
so, that we have so many Members. Certainly [ must applaud the manner
in which things go serenely along. It may be less a matter of apathy
than awe. '

As far as the Annual Conference is concerned ... perhaps May is a
difficult month for most anyway and I would propose a trial of moving
either to March or September with the thought that either would be an
improvement. I do not think the venue is too important but London should
sutit most people. As far as the programme is concerned ... I think that
Computers are only suitabTe where the name and information content is
relatively smail. Although I have my Computer for our Society we found
its memory just useless for all the content and names listings which
are held and even our studies are somewhat far from wide compared to
Smith or Jones. I think it is a phase one goes through but the written
records remain still the vital tool of trade. .

(Stanley W.Clives, 42 Frith View, Chapel-en-le-Frith, Derbys SK12 6TT)

Dear Editor

Sorry T will not be with you at the Conference this year. The reason
is mainly cost. After train fare of 114, extra meals etc., I think the
cost would be in the region of £55 to £60. I do not feel I can afford
that for a day and a half trip.

I would have come just for the Saturday. This would have been a Tot
cheaper, day return would cost only £7 and the total would be about £15.
However, the Saturday programme is so dull. A1l morning taken up with
the AGM and another talk on computers. We had that at Leicester two
years ago. The only interesting item is at four o'clock, when I wilil
be watching the clock. Trains only run every three or four hours to
this neck of the woads.

I would 1ike to thank you all, for all the work you put in to the Guild.
Perhaps if we seem apathetic it is because we feel we are so far away.

(Beryl Norman, {¢ Rochester Gardens, Market Harborough, lLeics.LE16 SLR)}

Dear Sir

I hasten to reply to your query re non-appearance at Annual Meeting etc.
For my part it is held too far away. The cost to come down and spend
more than one night away is just impossible at present day prices. Also
at 77 1 find travelling too much of a trial. To make visits to members
of our family and for a holiday is quite enough for myself and my wife.
If I can help by letter let me know. ...

(C.P.Baines, 32 Wat's Dyke Ave, Mynydd Isa, Mold, Clwyd CH7 6UL)
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Sir

The editorial cri-de-coeur in the Spring 1985 issue struck a familiar
chord in my mind for I too have appealed in 1ike vein in other organisa-
tions in the past. Cynically, I suppose it's apathy and satisfaction
mingled together in whatever proportion one feels is correct. 1 can
oniy speak for myself, for I am a new member of GOONS, in saying :-

1) My living family is currently taking up a lot of time that |
would like to devote to our predecessors which is why I haven't
attended meetings ...

2} The magazine format : I Tike them all and would accept whichever
is the more economical of space while retaining legibility.

Now to J.E.FAIRFAX's letter on the use of surnames as forenames. I have
found two examples in my family. One in the Tate 19th century, where
three boys were baptised and registered without a father's name being
entered in either place - yet two of the three were given their fathers'
surname as a second forename.

The second example is more obscure. A Grace POMERQY, born in 1777,
produced eight children baptised between 1807 and 1822. No father's name
was recorded and in most cases 'base born' is added. However, her first
born Henry married a Martha GUPPY in 1833, produced seven children and
ail bar one were baptised with PERROTT as a second baptised name. The
last of Grace's children also gave PERROTT as a second name to his first
child. )

I view this as a reasonable confirmation of the identity of Grace's
‘partner'. HWould anyone else like to comment?

(A.M.J. [Tony] Pomercy, 182 Kings Hall Rd, Beckenham, Kent BR3 1LJ)

Dear Sir

1 sympathise with her frustration in not knowing why certain names
came into her families. A Tate 18th century ancestor of mine was a
Thomas OLDHAM Chinner, whose daughter married a BARLOW, and there have
heen OLDHAMS in the BARLOWS ever since. I have not succeeded in finding
a CHINNER-OLDHAM connection, and suspect that the name may have been
taken from the town of Oldham, and not the family.

Qur other traditional name is GRAHAM, given in 1843 as a middle name
to Emily ATKINSON {and still used by the BARLOWS} as a token of respect
for an Indian Army ex-colleague of her grandfather from Carlisie.

It seems to have been a Cornish custom (mainly; it is an American one
today) to give at least one son his mother's maiden name as a middle
name (COMBELLACK, REED etc.) ; this custom may have derived from the
days before women surrendered their surnames on marriage.

The pretentiousness of baptising children Squire or Major {unless they
were family surnames), or even Earl, Duke, Prince or King (as seen in

- 68 -



U.S.A.}), was outdone by the brother of a FIELD ancestor of mine. On
the strength of his newly-discovered (spurious?) descent from John of
Gaunt, via the Cheshire POLE family, he gave each of his sons the middle
name PLANTAGENET! A similar, if more modest, yearning for a noble
connection may be behind the Australian CURRIE family's use of RUSSELL
ever since its importation in a CURRIE marriage of 1850 to the daughter
of a Milngavie wood-carter.

{Gordon Barlow,PO Box 1693, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islandg, West Indies)

Dear Colonel Swinnerton
Spouses Indexes etc.

About 12 months ago 1 started using a spouses index for my McMINN study.
This has proved itself a winner and saved me many hours work by

identifying people quickly because of the name of the spouse instead
of slogging through the whole of my index to find a particular MCMINN.

A Spouses Index is not a new idea and is already used by many members.
I have added to this idea by having in addition an index of key chris-
tian names. Every christian name which appears to be a forefather's
surname has been incorporated. The effect of this has been to suggest
immediate connections between people who otherwise appear to be un-
connected.

It is early days yet for me to say how successful this key index is but
it has certainly proved helpful on a number of occasions already.

Other members may find the idea of interest, especially if they have
a number of Scottish forefathers in their collection.

(Xan McMinn, 10 Baroncroft Rd, Liverpool L25 6EH)

THE NUMBERS GAME Kelvin E. Warth

After reading the many articles on the numbers game in our Journals,
and having a very rare surname, I decided to try and find out :-

(i) whéther the family of WARTH was on the increase or the decline
(ii} the total number of WARTHS alive in England, to date.

I decided to try to find out whether the family had increased in a given
number of years. To do this I used all the information I had collected
aver the years from the G.R.0., using the births, marriages and deaths
indexes; I split the indexes in half, using the years 1837 - 1982, which
gave me the following information:

Female Marriages 43
Male Marriages 49
Deaths 105
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1837 - 1909 Births 188 1910 - 1982 Births 166

Female Marriages 85
Male Marriages 85
Deaths 150



I was very surprised to see that there were more deaths in the years
1910 - 1982 {an increase of 45) but I hoped that this was because the
members of the WARTH family were 1living longer! I therefore decided
to investigate this, so 1 checked all known ages of death from the G.R.0.
with the following results :

YEARS AVG.AGE MAX. AGE MIN. AGE SuM DATA
1837-1983 51.95 94 00 12313 237
1850-1983 54,07 94 Qo 12220 226
1860-1983 53.82 94 00 11841 220
1870-1983 54.93 94 00 11371 207
1880-1983 55.60 94 00 10731 193
1890-1983 56.99 94 00 10487 184
1900-1983 59.51 94 00 9761 164
1910-1983 61.00 94 0o 8030 149
1920-1983 65.10 94 00 7943 122
1930-1983 67.23 94 0o 7261 108
1940-1983 69.24 94 00 6024 87
1950-1983 71.23 94 00 4844 68
1960-1983 73.58 94 25 3385 46
1970-1983 76.860 9 54 1532 20

I was not at all surprised to see that the number of births had gone
down by 22, with families of today having smailer families than before
1910. However, the figures which stand out are the marriages with an
increase of 42 female marriages and an increase of 36 male marriages.

Now for the 64,000 dollar question : is the family on the increase or
the decline?

I took the years 1837-1909 and, taking the number of deaths (105}, I
deducted this from the number of births {188), giving a difference of
83; to this I added the number of male marriages (49), multiplying this
by two to allow for the increase of females bearing the name, and this
gave me the figure of 83 + 98 = 181.

Again, using the above, for the years 1910-1982 this gives us a total
of 166 hirths, deduct 150 {deaths) leaves 16, then again add the male
marriages of 85 multiplied by 2 = 170 + 16 gives a total of 186, which
shows that the family is on the increase, but on checking the marriages
I found that several males had married twice and some three times.

By now I was feeling a little disappointed, so had to start to rethink
this problem. I decided to recheck all the births against marriages
and deaths, using my index to the journals of the WARTH F.H.S5., which
gives me a complete list of all known WARTHS with their christian names
and dates of birth, marriage{s} and death. By checking this information
and counting all persons born and alive after 1895 (this being the date
of birth of the oldest WARTH known to be living to date) I arrived at
the figure of 227, my figures being more up-to-date {1985) than the GRO.
This is well above the figure of 186 given previously for 1910-1982.
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I was also interested in the big increase in marriages when there was
a decrease in births for the years 1910-1982 but, on checking my records
and master index, found that a family of WARTHS came over from Burma
about 1921. This family had five sons and three daughters whose births
are not registered in this country and none of the daughters married
50 their deaths are included in the figures for 1910-1982.

I then rechecked my information from the GRO, for the period 1895-1982,
and this gave me the following figures :

Births ~ 215 Male Marriages - 100 Deaths - 173

Again, I subtracted the deaths from the births (215-173 = 42) and added
the male marriages (100 x 2 = 200) giving a total of 242.

Again checking my records [ found that a family of 4 WARTHS went to New
Zealand in 1911, yet another family of 3 moved to Southern Rhodesia in
1906, a John WARTH went to Australia in 1910, another family of 4 went
in 1975, and about 1960 2 brothers went to America, a total of 14.
Subtracting this 14 from the above figure of 242 gives me 228.

I am therefore still playing the numbers game but I do believe the above
figures of 227 and 228 to be a very good estimate of the number of
WARTHS 1in England today.

Although [ have a very rare surname, [ am stil] surprised at the vast
amount of information which I have published via the journals of the
NARIﬁ FHS, which by the end of this year will amount to 180 pages of
information. I have found 94 obituary reports to date for the period
1841-1978 which is about 1 in 3.

From the small family who, perhaps reluctantly, left their homeland in
1911 to travel to New Zealand, there are some 59 direct descendants
Tiving - proof that at least in New Zealand the WARTH Family is on the
increase!

I am at present working on the fam11y tree, trying to tie in all members
of the WARTH family. To date this is 20 pages long and, once finished,
I hope to-be able to have an even better insight into the numbers in
the family.

FEDERATION 'NEWS AND DIGEST'

Menibers of the Guild who are also members of the Federation as a One-
Name Society are reminded that they are entitled to submit their own
reports of their activities for publication. These should be not more
than 150 words and preferably typed.

They should be sent to the Editor, Mrs.P.M.Litton {(also a One-Nemer -
they get everywhere!) 34 Bramley Road, Bramhall, Stockport,Cheshire
SK7 2DP.
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KEEPING MY FAMILY RECORDS (2) . 1.5.Swinnerton

Now that the dust has settled (')}, I will describe the rest of
my records as promised. The first article {Yol.1 No.9) dealt
with my method of keeping the records of my family from source
material in the Public Records.

The remainder are in two sections. First, the records of indiv-
idual members of the family which consist of letters; birth,
marriage and death certificates; family record forms etc. These
are contained in folders, alphabetically arranged in a filing
cabinet. 1In fact, it is a reproduction mahogany 4-drawer chest
which cunningly conceals a 2-drawer suspended filing system as
I dislike metal filing cabinets in my study.

The folders are sometimes for individuals but in most cases are
for family groups of directly related members. The material
in the folders goes back many years and I find it entertaining
and instructive to occasionally re-read them in the 1light of
present knowiedge.

The second part is the Card Index. [ know many finid these a
chore but T find it extremely useful to have a 'guick reference'
to all individual members of the family over the centuries.
Each card hears the basic data for the person (dates and places
of Birth, baptism etc.: wills; parentage: issue etc) and has a
reference number which cross-checks to all related cards and
is used on all trees, relevant entries from the public records,
articles in the Family Society Journal etc. Just to give two
exampies of how useful it is - if I get a new reference to, say,
a ‘John Swinnerton' which I cannct place, it is a very simple
task to get out all the cards for the Johns and flip through
them to see if I have a 1ikely one already on record. Secondly,
dealing with a Family Society membership of 180 or so, it is
not easy for me to keep in my head to which branch a member
belangs but a quick check on the Carg Index will give me the
answer straightaway. We also have a 'Wife' index and hope to
convert this to a full 'Spouse' index,and include the men who
have married Swinnerton ladies,in time.

Finally, I also have a Census Index on 5 x 3 cards (I pre-print
my -own cards for both indexes) as I have not yet found a satis-
factory method of laying out a full census extract on an upright
A4 page. :

Well there you are - my tmethods, evolved after many years of
trial and error and I say again - [ do not say that it is the
best, only or fool-proof methed but it does suit me. I hope
that some readers will gain some help from it -and ,of course,
I will welcome your comments.

-72 -



_n-thle ma;ority of cages thig act!.v_ y,
individual working alone and not as &1
Society, although many such societies hj
C-and. admitted ta -the Federation of Family
Cas

who are . engaged in th
lati’ve to all ref_

';:_'produce a Journal and h. :
or - the - exchange of infarma

'belng researched and
'with the Federation pf F

-'..=_1e$__--1“elative to thel_r __r‘egi_s_pg_;;ed

ts-; for memberahip of the Guil

Lration form. Overseas applieant
Reply Coupcms




THE  JOURNAL OF ONE-NAME STUDIES ISSN 0262-4842

The official publication. of the Guild of One-Name Studies

| 'SWINFORD PRESS. 33 BRIDGNORTH ROAD, STOURTON, NR. STOURBAIDGE DY7 6RS

Wl



