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Chairman’s Report

Hello everyone, Welcome to the latest issue of
the Journal.

| am writing this on a damp and dull November
day, for the January journal which means
that by the time this arrives with members
Christmas would have come and gone, | am
looking forward to spring.

The Guild is about to enter its usual busy period
in the calendar, and there are a few things |
need to alert members to, but first | want to
say a few words about volunteering for the
Guild.

The Guild cannot function without its members.
| do not mean in paying subscriptions, though
we are very glad you do. | counted how many
genealogical organisations | belong to, this
is at a society level, rather than to the big
companies - the total came in 19. Some of
those societies | have been a member for
decades, for two | was a founder member,
most of those remaining are either relevant to
my own family history or to specific elements
and one is a recent acquisition. Whilst 19 may
seem a lot, the financial value is excellent. My
marker is do | get more out of being a member
when compared to the cost of membership - if
the answer is yes, then it says on the list, if it
is a no, then | make a further decision. In terms
of actual expenditure, those 19 is still cheaper
than the cost of belonging to several angling
clubs my husband belongs to.

As | said, we cannot function without our
members. Thank you to the members who
volunteer for the Guild, whether that is an
undertaking a work within the index team,
or as part of marketing, or perhaps another
element that effectively bobs along across the
months, or perhaps a post or job that peaks
at various times, like the editor, or renewals
secretary. There are other volunteers that work
hard on behalf of the Guild, those who collect
newspaper items and send them to members,
those that share things they come across
relating to the study or interest of another
member. For me personally, volunteering has
always been about giving something back.

On 1 December the Trustee nomination process
will open, and | am inviting members to consider
standing as a Trustee of the Guild - you will
find some useful information on the website
at https://one-name.org/beingaTrustee.
If anyone has questions, then please either
contact me, or Stephen.

Nominations are open for the Guild of Master
Craftsman -  https://one-name.org/mcg-
scheme-rules/ and need to be received by 31
January 2023.

You can find the upcoming webinars on https://
one-name.org/events/webinars/ and if you
want to see webinars that have previously
taken place  https://one-name.org/past-
webinars/ | am still working on 2023’s line up
and for reasons | cannot explain | rather enjoy
sourcing topics or speakers. | have tried to
structure webinars so that they fit within five
broad categories, one of which is Spotlight on...
several members have shone the spotlight on
their study and there is room for a few more. If
you have a webinar idea or have a webinar that
you would love to share with us, please do get
in touch - webinars@one-name.org.

There is an Australian seminar taking place
the weekend of the Guild Conference, with
the intention of those at the seminar virtually
joining the conference. | think this is a great
idea and whilst | do not have the specifics of
the seminar, if you have any questions, please
do contact Karen Rogers karen.rogers@one-
name.org who can give you more details.

The Seminar Committee have been working
hard and managed to organise a multi-
session event. Some of the sessions were
recorded live, others, such were delivered live
(unrecorded) and then recorded separately
later. All the recordings can be found https://
one-name.org/web-presence-for-your-one-
name-study-seminar/ along with any papers
that accompanied the talks. From this page you
will be able to look down the impressive list of
past seminar topics and sessions.

It is still possible to set up a direct debit for
your subscription, that means that going
forward it will happen automatically. You
can visit the website https://one-name.org/
renewals/ and from here you can set up a
Direct Debit, including those of you who live
in locations outside of the UK. Direct Debits
are the cheapest way for the Guild to accept
payments - standing orders, cheques and
other single deposits are cost bearing for the
Guild. There are currently approximately 2500
members, if every member made a single
deposit using one of these methods the cost to
the Guild would be £750 in bank fees. Direct
Debits are cheaper, because Go Cardless who
collect the funds on the Guild’s behalf pass on
those payments as single payment to us, so
we only pay one fee, regardless of the value
they are passing along. Tracy, our Treasurer has
advised that renewals as of mid-November are
at 67%, which is excellent news, so if you have
not renewed, please do!

Best wishes,

Julie Goucher MCG

Call us free on:
UK: 0800 011 2182
US & Canada: 1-800-647-4100
Australia: 1800 305 184

Address for correspondence:
c/o Secretary
Edendale, 113 Stomp Road
Burnham, Berkshire, SL1 7NN. UK

The views expressed in the Journal are those of individual contributors and are not necessarily those of

the Trustees of the Guild of One-Name Studies.

The distribution list for this Journal is based on the information held in the Guild database on the first of

the month preceding the issue date.

Front Cover Photo: © Naomi Tarrant, see p.7
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Y-DNA Haplogroups

by Susan C. Meates MCG (DNA Advisor, 3710)

History

There have been at least seven (7) systems in use in the
scientific community for defining and naming Haplogroups.
These various systems, which assigned different names to
Haplogroups, often led to confusion. Depending on which
system was utilized in the literature you read, Haplogroups
had different names and definitions. To solve this problem,
the Y Chromosome Consortium developed a new system to
name Haplogroups and subgroups.

The new naming system developed by the Y Chromosome
Consortium was designed to easily accommodate expansion,
as new Haplogroups are discovered. This new system identified
and named the current known Y Haplogroups that have been
discovered.

A Haplogroup is defined as all the male descendants of the
single person who first showed a SNP mutation. A SNP mutation
identifies a group who had a common ancestor far back in
time, since SNP’s rarely mutate. Each member of a Haplogroup
would have the same SNP mutation as the common ancestor.
These mutations are extremely rare, and identify a group of
people over a period of tens of thousands of years.

The Y Chromosome Consortium defined 18 major Haplogroups,
called A through R, using capital letters. Each of these major
Haplogroups, which are also called clades, can have subgroups,
which are called subclades. The 18 major groups at the top
level, A through R, represent the major divisions of human
diversity based on SNPs on the Y chromosome.

Subgroups have a numeric name, which follows the Haplogroup
name. For example, Haplogroup E has 3 subgroups, called E1,
E2, and E3. There is also a subgroup E*, which are those that
belong to Haplogroup E, but do not belong to one of the 3
defined subgroups, E1, E2, or E3.

If a subgroup has subgroups, they would be labeled with a
lower case alphabetic character, such as E3a or E3b.

After the scientific paper was released by the Consortium in
2002, Family Tree DNA began utilizing this new naming system
developed by the Y Chromosome Consortium. We then saw
haplogroups such as: 1, I1a, I11b, J2, R1b, R1a and so forth.

When additional subclades were discovered, the name was
extended, such as R1a1a and E3b2a. You can find the scientific
paper here: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC155271/.

Be sure to click on the first diagram, Figure 1, to see a graphic
representation of the Y-DNA tree at that time.

The major branches of the Y-DNA tree of Homo Sapiens are
labeled A through R. These major branches have additional
branches, where a haplogroup is broken down into sub-
haplogroups. For example, perhaps you belong to haplogroup
J. Haplogroup J is broken down into J1, J2, and J*. The system
for identifying the branches of the Y DNA tree alternates letters

and numbers. An asterisk is used to denote those who do not fit
a defined branch. If you belong to haplogroup J, and are not J1
or J2, then you belong to J*.

Today

Some haplogroups have more branches and twigs than other
haplogroups. The level of breakdown of a haplogroup is
based on the SNPs found, and the size of the population of
the haplogroup impacts the number of branches and twigs.

The Y Chromosome Consortium naming convention of subclades
became unmanageable as the names got longer, such as R1b1b2
or E1b1b1a, so Family Tree DNA switched to a new naming
convention of “Haplogroup-Terminal SNP”.

For example:

R1a became R-M512, which later was changed to R-M198
R1b became R-M269

[1 became [-M253

[2a2a became 1-M223

The primary advantages of this new system of representation
of major haplogroup followed by the terminal SNP is the fixed
length of the information, the ability to update the information
when a participant tests SNPs, especially with the Y-700 test,
and as more SNPs are discovered, they are easily incorporated.

Haplogroup Prediction or Tested

When you take a Y DNA test for 12, 25, 37, 67 or 111 markers,
your test result is called a haplotype. In addition, you are
provided with information on your haplogroup, or major
population group. All members of a haplogroup descend from
a common distant ancestor.

Family Tree DNA predicts your haplogroup based on the first
12 markers of your test result. Their proprietary prediction
algorithm takes advantage of their database of SNP-tested
haplotypes, the most extensive in the world of its kind. In
addition, the SNP Assurance Program guarantees a prediction
with 100% certainty, or Family Tree DNA will provide a SNP test
at no charge to determine your haplogroup.

If Family Tree DNA is not able to predict your haplogroup with
100% certainty, then their system will automatically order a
SNP test for you at no charge.

On your Personal Page, on the right, it will say whether the
haplogroup is confirmed(tested) or predicted. You can also
click the selection Haplotree & SNPs. At the top of this page,
your haplogroup will be shown, including whether it is tested
(Confirmed) or predicted, such as:

Y-DNA Haplotree - Confirmed Haplogroup is Q-M346

Y-DNA Haplotree - Predicted Haplogroup is R-M269
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The information that displays is the top level haplogroup,
unless you’ve done SNP testing or Y-700. Then you would have
results which are Confirmed, and are further down the Y-DNA
tree of man, such as:

Y-DNA Haplotree - Confirmed Haplogroup is R-FT15100

On the Haplotree & SNPs page you will also see your section of
the Y-DNA tree, and if applicable, the ability to order SNPs on
the left hand side of the page. You will also see a symbol that
looks like a picnic basket, that denotes that the SNP is part of
a SNP pack, which is a group of SNPs that you can order.

Next to each SNP shown is a number, which indicates the
number of downstream branches from that SNP on the tree of
man. You can also click on a SNP, and it will show the next level
of SNPs down the branch.

SNPs are assigned names as they are discovered and placed on
the Haplotree.

On the Genetic Reports pages for your project, such as Y-DNA
Results Classic, in the Haplogroup column, tested haplogroups
are shown as green, predicted are shown as red.

Discoveries: Distant Origin

A successful recruiting approach is to tell prospective
participants that they will make discoveries on 3 levels. They
will make discoveries about:

e Their family tree

e Their surname

e Their distant origin

Their haplogroup represents their distant origin of their direct
male line, which is themselves, their father, his father and

back in time. Many find this information very interesting.

On their Personal Page, they can click Haplogroup Origins to
learn more. For example:

R-FT15100 is a subgroup of R-M269

Parent haplogroup: R-M269

Age: 25,000

Region: Western Europe; low frequencies in Turkey, and
the Northern Fertile Crescent.

Their Personal Page also has a selection called Migration Map,
which will tell them about the migration path of their very
distant ancestors.

A new feature on their Personal Page is called Discover More.
There are many selections on this page. Keep in mind the
estimate for the time frame of the ancestor of the haplogroup
changes periodically as more SNPs are discovered, and more
people test.

Here is what Discover More says for Q-M346:

Q-M346’s paternal line was formed when it branched off
from the ancestor Q-MEH2 and the rest of mankind around
24,000 BCE.

« This date is an estimate based on genetic information
only. With a 95% probability, the ancestor Q-MEH2 was
born between the years 27,898 and 20,820 BCE. The
most likely estimate is 24,120 BCE, rounded to 24,000
BCE.

« This estimate will likely change in the future as more
people test and we improve the method. The Scientific
Details section contains more information.

The man who is the most recent common ancestor of this
line is estimated to have been born around 18,000 BCE.

» This date is an estimate based on genetic information
only. With a 95% probability, the most recent common
ancestor of all members of haplogroup Q-M346 was born
between the years 21,349 and 15,787 BCE. The most
likely estimate is 18,379 BCE, rounded to 18,000 BCE.

» This estimate will likely change in the future as more
people test and we improve the method. The Scientific
Details section contains more information.

He is the ancestor of at least 2 descendant lineages known
as Q-L53 and Q-Y4800. [Descendant lineages are identified
as people test their Y-DNA with the Big Y test.]

There are 2,726 DNA tested descendants, and they specified
that their earliest known origins are from Mexico, United
States (Native American), Sweden, and 81 other countries.

The Discover More tool can also be accessed by this URL, where
you can type in haplogroups and find out what it says:

https://discover.familytreedna.com

For participants who are interested in their distant origin, |
tell them their major haplogroup, such as R1b, and then send
them to the site shown below to learn more. For different
haplogroups, other than R1b, just click on the menu on the
left.

https://www.eupedia.com/europe/Haplogroup R1b_Y-DNA.
shtml

They can also Google their major haplogroup, either with the
scientific name such as R1b, or with the terminal SNP name,
and find interesting information, as well as scientific papers.

Haplogroups and Interpreting Results

You start the process of interpreting results with the fact
that if the men are in two different major haplogroups, they
are not related in a genealogical time frame, even if the
results for their individual markers shows a lot of close or
exact matches. In other words, some of the markers have the
same or close number. The reason they are not related in a
genealogical time frame is that the major haplogroups were
formed thousands of years ago.
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In the British Isles, haplogroup R1b is the dominant haplogroup,
often 80% of the population in some geographic areas. You will
also find other haplogroups in the British Isles, at a much lower
frequency, such as I1a, I2b, J2, R1a, and rarely Q or E.

If you have results that are not haplogroup R1b - these will
be the easiest to interpret. The reason is that there is a much
smaller population of these results, so less opportunity for
convergence, and few or no situations where results are close,
but you are having trouble determining if the relationship is in
a genealogical time frame.

R1b results are the most difficult results to interpret. If you
are having difficulty determining if the relationship of two R1b
results is in a genealogical time frame due to mutations, often
testing more persons in the documented trees will help. If this
doesn’t resolve the issue, then an upgrade to Y-700 for the
impacted participants will most likely resolve the issue.

Conclusion
By the end of 1996, there were fewer than 60 known SNPs on
the Y-chromosome.

The area of SNP discovery took off in 1997, when 19 SNPs were
identified. The YCC (Y Chromosome Consortium) was created
and the first official YCC haplogroup tree was issued in 2002.
That tree identified 153 tree branches, or haplogroups, defined
by 245 SNPs. There were 18 major haplogroups, A-R.

Between 2004 and 2007 more than 500 new SNPs have been
discovered. These SNPs represent distant ancestry, thousands
of years ago.

With the advent of Y-500 and then Y-700 from Family Tree DNA,
the testing of SNPs has lead to the discovery of over 500,000
SNPs in the Y-DNA tree of man. In addition, the time frame
of these SNPs was extended from distant ancestry to today,

therefore providing genealogical information.
If you have results in your project which are not R1b, you are
fortunate, and interpreting these results is usually easy.

Guild Presence at Family History Down Under
2022

by Alan R. Moorhouse MCG (2307)

The Guild was well represented at FHDU 2022, organised by Unlock The Past (part of Gould Genealogy and History), at (fittingly for
remembrance week) Castle Hill RSL (The Returned and Services League), Sydney, New South Wales from 8-11 November, rescheduled
from March 2021 on the Gold Coast in Queensland.

The conference programme included Guild member speakers Michelle Patient (NZ), Helen Smith (Australia) and Donna Rutherford,
Sue Swalwell, Mia Bennett, Maurice Gleeson and Alan Moorhouse (UK); Alan’s presentation was on One-Name Studies, the Guild and
the benefits of membership.

There were a total of 21 Guild members present, the 5 speakers from the UK, 2 members from NZ and 14 members from Australia
including Andrew Redfern 8970 (Redfern) and Glenice Gare 8971 who joined immediately prior to the event, and Dale Fogarty 8977
(Fogarty), Tracy Rogers 8980 (Eva) and Maree Croxon 8981 (Mapperson) who joined during the conference; a further two new Guild
members Ruth Graham, Australia, 8983 (Sames) and Anne Stevens, NZ, 8985 (Ritchie) have joined in the days immediately after the
event.

In the absence of Karen Rogers, regional rep for Australia NSW And ACT, the Guild stand was staffed by Christine Hingerty, supported
by Sue Swalwell and Alan Moorhouse.

Seventeen members gathered for the “formal” group photo (below left - L-R Hilary Lowden, Claire Loades, Donna Rutherford, Sue
Swalwell, Andrew Redfern, Christine Hingerty, Helen Smith, Michelle Patient, Janelle Collins, Alan Moorhouse, Tracy Rogers, Dale
Fogarty, Mia Bennett, Maggie Gaffney, Glenice Gare, Katrina Bradfield, Diana Hookham; not pictured are Lilian Magill, Maurice
Gleeson, Maree Croxon and Jennie Fairs).

The informal photo below right shows (L-R), Maurice Gleeson, Donna Rutherford, Maggie Gaffney, Mia Bennett, Lilian Magill, Jennie
Fairs, Helen Smith, Michelle Patient, Dale Fogarty, Alan Moorhouse, Sue Swalwell.

FAMILY
HISTORY

DOWN UNDER

WORLD CLASS CONFERENCE

SUNSHINECOAST, QLD «  22-26 MARCH 2021
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“Things”, or Beyond the Paper Trail

by Naomi Tarrant (5192)

Once the basics of a family tree have been produced or a one-
name study well established, other ways to extend and enrich
the work can be explored. Searching eBay and other online sites
has replaced the serendipity of trawling through antique and
second-hand shops for possible relics of our ancestors. ‘Things’
can create an exciting new dimension to the paper-based study
of ancestors which is what most of our work entails. One type of
object | have been involved with in the last 30 or so years are
samplers, small embroidered pieces of cloth usually worked by
girls between the ages of 7 and 14. Unlike a good many objects
they nearly always have the maker’s name but they are often
disregarded although there is a good deal of information that can
be extracted from them.

Before retirement | was a museum curator in the National
Museums Scotland with care of the collection of Scottish and
European clothing and textiles. One of my hobbies since the
late 1960s has been my own family history, which quite honestly
was not progressing very much until computers came along.
However, work and hobby coincided as part of the work of a
curator is researching the history and personal story behind the
objects in the collection. It is much easier to identify objects
than it is to recover their history if there is no back story, that
is provenance. Clothes and textiles in particular have often
lacked this information, partly because people forget or have
never known who items belonged to, sometimes because of
embarrassment or sometimes because to be seen to give, or
worse to sell, such items to a museum, has been viewed with
distaste. The economic history of Britain is based to a large
degree on the story of the fibres that make up wool, linen and
cotton cloths and their export. To view the fabrics entirely for
their design or the technology behind their production, is to miss
out on their economic and social importance in the lives of our
ancestors. The reason for ignoring the wider context can probably
be explained by the rather tight specialism that academic study
involved in the past and textiles suffered especially because they
are often dirty and crumpled, clothing rarely surviving in the
state seen in portraits for example. Museum curators interested
in the wider picture have fought an uphill battle at times to
correct some of the misconceptions about clothing and have also
received criticism for not looking at researching more widely,
for example the clothing of the poorer parts of society, which of
course rarely survive. In short you cannot win!

By the early 1990s genealogy was beginning to become popular
and although a fair amount of work had been done tracing my
own family there were no Scottish ancestors so | had little idea
of Scottish genealogy. It seemed very appropriate to do a course
at Stirling University on Scottish genealogy to help research
on items in the museums’ collections. Not having any Scottish
ancestors proved a problem as some of the exercises set for the
course required research into actual families. This was solved
by taking pieces in the collection that seemed particularly
interesting to explore genealogically. They included Mrs Jane
Gaugain, the author in the 1840s of one of the earliest hand
knitting manuals, a linen damask weaver, John Ochiltrie, who
proudly wove his details into a set of napkins, and a large
sampler worked by Marion Raith, aged 13 in 1799. At a later
date she also included the deaths of her parents and her eldest
daughter, worked in black. These three items proved to be
helpful in introducing me to the problems, pitfalls and pleasures
of Scottish genealogy, each resulting in a satisfactory amount of

information."2 Marion’s sampler inspired me to look more closely
at the Museum’s collection of samplers, about 200 in total, and
later to extend the study.?

Samplers

Samplers were originally worked to teach examples of stitches
and patterns for embroidery and were probably made by
both professionals and amateurs. Those that survive today
in Britain have nearly all been worked by girls between the
ages of about 7 to 14 and date from the early 17" century
to the early 20™ century. Samplers can also be found coming
from most European countries and the Americas, and in the
more distant past from the Nazca and Paracas culture of South
America and the Islamic era of medieval Egypt. Like all trades
and crafts embroidery was taught by serving an apprenticeship
and in London the Broiderers’ Company was the guild which
maintained the craft and its standards.* The professional
embroidery workshops were responsible in the medieval period
for the elaborate ecclesiastical garments which were prized as
gifts to popes and higher clergy throughout Europe and known
today as Opus Anglicanum, as well as elaborate pieces for the
royal court.> No samplers survive from these workshops, but
the intricacy of the work would have necessitated that the
needleworkers practiced their stitches before being allowed to
use the expensive materials from which the pieces were made.

In order to work out what was Scottish in a sampler it was
necessary to look at those made elsewhere.® Having a large
collection to work with aided this review and eventually led
to recognising some particular traits. Scottish samplers had a
distinct advantage over those from elsewhere in the British Isles
as they tended to have a good many initials, including those
of the mother which, as women did not lose their own name
on marriage, are very helpful in sorting out the parents. The
other initials might include siblings or grandparents and later on
possibly class mates. There were also a few distinctive motifs
and the alphabets were often repeated more than once worked
in alternating red and green threads and using different stitches.
The metrical version of psalms was also slightly different in the
Church of Scotland version, but the selection of texts found
is wider than often realised. As an almost exclusively female
occupation samplers have mostly been looked at as examples
of embroidery and in America are regarded as ‘Folk Art’,
which they are not. They follow the contemporary culture of
decorative embroidery and were worked by girls after they
had learnt the rudiments of plain sewing, that is the making of
clothing, particularly underwear, and the sewing of household
linen. These items required their owners’ names to be worked
on them for identification when they were laundered and the
sampler provided the means of working out how to do letters
and numbers as neatly as possible. Samplers evolved over time
as the education of girls moved from the home into schools.
This aspect was common to samplers worked in all parts of
Britain, but the lack of the kind of distinguishing features found
on Scottish samplers has inhibited an overall study of English
samplers, although there are one or two studies of individual
areas or types.

So many museum collections and auction houses are now online
that it is perhaps worthwhile for one-namers to trawl through
them to look for items which might be related to their study. Many
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samplers were worked at institutions that have a distinctive,
style such as Ackworth, the Quaker school near Pontefract, or
the Bristol Orphanage. Others name their local village school
or record a young ladies’ school otherwise unknown unless an
advertisement is found in a local newspaper. Many samplers
that end up in sales or in large private or public collections, are
discarded by their original owners because they cannot work out
who the maker is and believe there is no connection to their own
family. What happens to items at death is a complicated business
when dealing with the more ephemeral items left behind.
Maiden or widowed aunts and sisters might have moved into
the homes of other members of their family and when they died
their effects were either sold or languished in the home until it
was sold. One such complicated trail is described in an article
by Dorothy Loudon over a sampler her husband was bequeathed
by a cousin. She eventually deduced that her husband’s second
cousin had inherited the sampler from another part of her
ancestry, which had nothing to do with the Loudon side.” A pair
of samplers in the National Museums Scotland were worked by a
brother and sister who both died young. An older sister appears
to have scooped these up when her family home was dismantled
after her parents’ death and they were incorporated into her
husband’s family’s collections. The problem of who worked them
was complicated because her father had changed his name on
inheriting an estate so the names on the samplers were not
immediately recognisable as belonging to the family.

On the whole samplers are usually within a standard format and
size, which changes over time, but there are so many variations
within the format that samplers are rarely exactly the same
as each other. One group of English samplers that have been
studied in detail are from Norwich. They share some common
styles and motifs and the family history of many of the girls has
been revealed. Another detailed study has been done into a
group of samplers which all have the same I. H. initials worked
fairly prominently on them as well as the maker’s name. This has
been revealed as the teacher’s initials standing for Judah Hayle,
who lived in Ipswich in the late 17" century. Examples of these
samplers can be found in the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge
and the V&A Museum in London. There are other groups of
samplers which might share a common teacher, school or place
of where they were worked.

The Drowley sampler

One English sampler | own is not a family one and has led to
some lock-down time research. It proves that it is possible to
find out a great deal about an English sampler maker even
without a place of origin, but it helps if there is an unusual or
rare surname. The initial aim of this exercise was to see if there
were any descendants of the maker so | could offer to return
it to them. The sampler in question is quite large, worked
on fairly coarse open weave canvas in coloured embroidery
cotton. with eight bands of letters, numbers and small motifs
and the lower third including the name and date, C. A. Drowley
1933. It was given to me by my parents’ next-door neighbour,
a local retired farmer’s wife, who couldn’t remember how she
had acquired it, so it came with no provenance.

The way the sampler is marked with initials and not a first name
is intriguing as it suggests an adult woman or even a man, and the
date is late. The name Drowley is not a common one, but a quick
search easily found a marriage for Charles Edward Drowley to
Catherine Anna Bostock in 1897 at St Mary’s Church, Weaverham,
Cheshire, the next-door village to where my parents had lived,
so this appeared to be the most likely candidate. It also opened
up several unusual surnames in the maker’s and her husband’s
families which provided an added ‘rabbit hole’ to disappear

down as | sought to put Catherine Anna in a wider context. After
finishing the research and seeking photographs to illustrate this
article, | discovered a book by a local historian which confirmed
my research, so felt vindicated in pursuing the tale behind the
sampler.®

Catherine Anna was born in 1875 in Cockerham, Lancashire and
baptised there on 14 February 1875, so she was nearly 60 when
she made the sampler, which was a puzzle. She was the second
child of James Berry Bostock and his wife Jane. Her husband,
Charles Edward Drowley, whom she married on 30 June 1897 at
St Mary’s, Weaverham, Cheshire, was described as an organist
in the marriage register. He was born in Ashford, Kent, baptised
there on 28 June 1874 the youngest child of William and Elizabeth
Drowley. Catherine and Charles were married in Weaverham
although they were both living in Usk, Monmouthshire, when
the Banns were called. Both of them were far from home but
probably met in St Peter’s, Broadstairs, Kent, as in the 1891
census they are both living in that parish with their parents.
Catherine’s occupation is not given in the marriage register but
in 1891 she is described as 17 and a pupil teacher, so she was
probably working in the village school in Usk. Charles is recorded
in some of the local papers as performing at concerts, including
a charity concert on 19 January 1900 where he sang The Absent-
Minded Beggar. This must have been his last appearance because
he was admitted to the Abergavenny Lunatic Asylum and is
recorded there in the 1901 census. Sadly he died there in 1910
as the result of choking on a piece of bread according to the
inquest at Abergavenny on 9 April and was presumably buried
in the Asylum’s cemetery. He is described as having a good job
as a clerk in Newport and was organist at Usk church, having
been admitted to the asylum in 1900 apparently suffering from
epilepsy and hallucinations. His grandmother, Ann Drowley, is
recorded as dying in the East Kent Lunatic Asylum in 1878.

Catherine and Charles had a son, Edward Harcourt Drowley in
1898 who was born in Usk. However, their daughter Marjorie Kate,
was born on 14 October 1900 in Cuddington, Cheshire, in the
home if her maternal grandparents. Catherine is recorded there
in the 1901 census with the children and she probably never saw
her husband again. As a school teacher she had a transferable
job so she was able to get a position in the local village school in
Sandiway where she stayed until her retirement on 31 October
1935. She registered with the Teachers Registration Council on
1 July 1920 for a fee of £1.1s, where it states she was Assistant
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Teacher at Sandiway since 1905, and that she had had no formal
training. Glimpses can be caught of Catherine as a teacher in
some local newspapers. In 1915 the Cheshire Higher Education
Sub-Committee received a report on the teachers’ classes in
nature study and awarded certificates to those who obtained at
least 50% including two Sandiway teachers, Catherine A. Drowley
and Annie Robinson. But a more tragic story is the libel case
her sister Amy, a dressmaker, brought against another teacher
at Sandiway, Emily Edwards, for libel. This was widely reported
in local and national newspapers at the time, perhaps because
it was between two young working women with little financial
means. Amy won the case and Emily was sent to Knutsford jail
for two months. When she was released, she spent the rest of her
days in the village so the two girls must have regularly met each
other. Catherine had to give evidence in which one small piece
was added to her story when it was revealed both she and her
sister taught Sunday school. She can also be found in the local
and parliamentary electoral registers from 1911 to 1931, the last
one to be found online at the time of writing. Catherine died on
1 December 1951 at her home in Frodsham where she lived with
her sister.

Of their children, Edward was killed in France, aged 19 and
Marjorie married William Bannister Driver in 1927. They do not
appear to have any children or at least any who lived, so there
are no direct descendants of Catherine Anna. My idea of returning
this piece to any descendants of the maker is now impossible so
a rethink is required.

Down the rabbit hole: the family names

A part of the research that was intriguing was the number of
unusual or rare names so | decided to look if anyone in the Guild
was researching them. Only Bostock was noted and looking at
the Bostock website | was able to trace Catherine Anna and
her father in the line of John Bostock of Sproston, Cheshire,
her great, great, great, great grandfather, alive in the late
17t century. James Berry Bostock was a gardener and he
appears to have moved quite a bit around the country judging
by the census and his children’s births. James married Jane
Orchardson in 1867 at Didsbury, now part of Manchester. She
was the daughter of Charles and Catherine Orchardson, nee
Carmichael, and her father was a coachman, perhaps working
for the same person as James Bostock as both families were
in Didsbury in the 1861 census. Jane was born in Edinburgh in
about 1843, although no baptism has been found for her, but
her family appear to have come from Brechin in Angus, where
her great grandfather Peter Orchadson married Jean Downie in
1765. The family moved south sometime in the late 1840s as
they are in Toxteth in 1851.

Orchardson is another unusual name and the only person anyone is
likely to have heard of is the artist Sir William Quiller Orchardson,
who painted large, enigmatic works on moral themes, popular in
the late Victorian period. The Wikipedia entry for him says his
surname is derived from the Highland name Urquhartson. Nearly
all Orchardsons in the 1881 census are found in Scotland.

Catherine Anna’s husband’s line comes from Kent, where the
name Drowley appears to be most common. Charles’ father
William was a bricklayer and he married Elizabeth Pullee in
Dover on 21 February 1854. In the various census William is often
missing from home but as a bricklayer he was probably away for
work, usually turning up in the census as a lodger. William was
born in New Romney on 15 Novermber 1833, his parents being
John, a carpenter, and Ann, née Wood. William is described as
a builder on his son Charles’ marriage certificate but it is son
William John Drowley who started the building firm of Drowley &
Co. in Woking. As well as going bankrupt several times, Drowley

& Co, builders are mentioned in an interesting court case in the
early 20™ century concerning the right of builders to take away
old building materials, arguing it was a custom of the trade.
The judge disagreed without taking into account ‘custom’ and
dismissed the case, refusing to allow it to go forward to a higher
court. It’s obvious he thought he was being ‘taken for a ride’ and
that it was so patently unfair to the house owner.

Pullee like Drowley appears to be a Kent name and both are fairly
rare in the 1881 census. Surprisingly both names are usually spelt
correctly presumably because they were local names. In one
transcription the name is down as Puller, but it is quite clearly
Pullee in the original document. The most obvious mis-spelling
would be Pulley but again this is not a name that is found very
often.

This exercise provided a good opportunity to test the new Family
Historian 6 which had several major changes, so a basic family
tree was created. Once started the temptation to go further
down the ‘rabbit hole’ and investigate Newing, Sparkle, Passon
and Buckman amongst other names had to be resisted, but it had
provided an interesting and entertaining exercise in using online
resources only such as FindMyPast, ScotlandsPeople, Ancestry,
The Genealogist, Family Search and the British Newspaper
Archive, as archives were not open.' What information | have on
marriages will be uploaded to the Guild’s Marriage Index.

An unusual surname and the wealth of 19" and 20* century
documents online, as well as luck, stamina and an interest in
revealing the story behind an object, led to a satisfactory
conclusion. So if you have a sampler in your collection whose
place in your family story is not known, please do not dismiss it
as it can be rewarding as | hope this article has helped to prove.
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The Three Murders in my ONS

by Lyn McCulloch (795)

Most of the people in our One-Name Studies are ordinary folk
who do not leave a lot of information about their daily lives.
We have the dates of their births, marriages and deaths, their
residences and occupations, their children but not much else.
Just occasionally someone makes their mark but not always in
a good way.

Criminals are a bit of a bonus as we find newspaper reports,
court records, transportation details and in my first case
reports of an execution.

Back in the autumn of 1818 an elderly couple lived in the
tenements of Portsmouth. Sarah Tanner had married Thomas
Huntingford in 1778. He was from Wymering, the son of Joseph
Huntingford and Mary (née Richards).

Apparently Sarah used to drink a lot, as did her husband. He
may be the Huntingford who sold a Grocer’s shop in 1805 by
auction. By 1818 they were living in rented accommodation in
Portsea. Maybe they drank the shop profits?

One night the neighbours were awoken by a loud disturbance.
They found Sarah on the stairs shouting that her husband had
been murdered by two black-faced men, like chimney-sweeps.
They found Thomas dead in his bed, covered in blood.

The doctor was summoned and he examined Thomas declaring
that he had bled to death from his head wound. Only later
was the cloth round his neck removed to reveal more terrible
wounds. The doctor was not the most thorough but, in his
defence, it was the middle of the night and probably the only
light would be a candle!

The murder weapon was found in the coal hole - a hatchet or
a bill-hook. Versions differ. Sarah’s apron had blood on it so
she was immediately under suspicion even though she claimed
that money had gone missing and that this was a robbery and
murder by ‘persons unknown’.

Her story varied on the telling and no-one believed her version
of events. She had a reputation for liking her drink and the
couple often rowed, according to the neighbours.

The case was reported in newspapers across the country. |
found several reports where Sarah was called Huntingfold,
rather than Huntingford which reminds us all to check under
different spellings when checking newspapers. Like Chinese
whispers (and Ancestry!) a mistake is published and then
copied by other newspapers without checking its accuracy.

Having read all the details of the case | was convinced that
Sarah would be acquitted on the murder charge. She had
suffered from ill health after the birth of her children and
had resorted to drink as a result of her unhappy relationship
with her husband. He also liked to drink we were told and the
neighbours often heard the resulting rows.

| had trouble finding out what happened to Sarah and happened
to mention this to Pauline Litton at a Family History Conference

that we were both attending. Not long after she contacted me
to say she had found out that Sarah was executed in 1819. |
was shocked as I’m sure that would not have happened today.
All other accused prisoners escaped the same fate at that
court session.
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One of my friends on Facebook suggested that she received
this harsh punishment because she was a woman and | think
she may be right. The case was reported so widely and with
such gory details that the public demanded she was suitably
punished, even turning up in their thousands to watch the
actual execution. Her mental condition never warranted a
mention.

Whilst researching the newspaper reports this broadsheet
came up on a Google search. It is in the Harvard Law School
Library. How amazing that such a document has survived for
over 200 years! | note that Sarah’s body was donated to the
local hospital for dissection. | am planning to do the same with
mine, despite being innocent of a similar crime.

Back in 1986 | had a letter from a Mrs Huntingford who lived
in Hampshire. She said her husband had been very ill and had
died six years previously. She gave me the address of another
Huntingford in another county who was still alive and who she
said would be able to help me. | duly wrote to this address only
to receive a curt letter from the gentleman’s wife telling me
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that he had recently passed away and | should let him Rest in
Peace. That was the end of that bit of research.

Some years later | came across a very sad case which had
become something of a ‘Cause Celebre’ among the medical
profession. It concerned a man who was on medication for his
mental problems and whose Mother was eventually killed by
him. This took place in 1997.

He was tried for murder but was found ‘Not Guilty’ by reason
of insanity. His was not the only case where mental patients
had committed murder and there was an independent inquiry
and the result was a damning report of the system of care for
mental cases in that county.

The system was underfunded then, as it surely is today but
mistakes had also been made in the treatment of the mental
patients. There was a lack of communication between the
various areas of the system and with the patient’s Mother
herself.

The end result, was that, very tragically, this man, a talented
musician and former teacher, ended up killing his Mother who
had cared for him and tried to help him throughout his illness.
He had not taken his medication, we gather, and rejected the
help offered by the social worker who visited them at home.
Had he been committed at that point his Mother might have
been saved but due to a mix up with dates on the admission
form that did not happen.

On Christmas Eve the poor chap strangled his Mother, convinced
that she was possessed by the devil. He attempted to carry out
an exorcism and in grabbing her round the throat caused her
death. She was 86 by then and presumably quite frail.

There was an outcry about underfunding when this case was
reported and the government of the day and the county council
were blamed for poor Mrs Huntingford’s death. It is indeed a
tragic tale and | am afraid the mental health system seems to
still be underfunded today.

My third murder case, which you are probably thinking cannot
be any more gruesome, actually is even more so. It concerns a
young man aged 22 who was killed by his ex-flatmate. It took
place in Australia so may not have made the newspapers in
England. In 2012 this chap called Huntingford was attacked
and murdered along with his pet dog, Butch in the flat which
he had shared previously with his murderer.

The killer was only 23 but was apparently high on drugs when
he killed his former house mate and proceeded to drink his
blood and write on the fridge in blood “Where’s M money?”
The pair had argued over the sale of a motorcycle, apparently.

He was deemed fit to stand trial and found guilty, being jailed
for life. The press described it as a ‘Cannibal Murder’ as rumour
had it that he had even eaten the flesh of his victim.

None of these people are closely related to myself but | am
very conscious of the fact that there are still relatives of these
people still around so | have kept personal details to a minimum
in this article. However these Huntingford folk have their place
in my One-Name Study and deserve our sympathy for their sad
lives and | feel they should not be forgotten.

Do you have a murder or two in your One-Name Study? Let us
know.

Lyn is studying the surname Huntingford with variants
Hungtingford, Huntinford, Huntingfoord and can be
contacted at lyn.mcculloch@btinternet.com.

Instructions for Contributors

We welcome articles, photographs, letters, and news
from members.

Please send your submissions to the editor at:

editor@one-name.org

The deadline for the following editions are:

o 15 February

« 15 May

e 15 August

e 1 November
Please note that the Editor reserves the right to amend

an article due to various reasons/restrictions and

cannot guarantee which edition submissions will appear

as this is due to space limitations along with ensuring
diversity of content.

One-name studies
Local history studies
Family & house history

www.nameandplace.com
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Extended One-Name Study

R-A6093 North Mercia Project

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/r-a6093-north-mercia/

by Dr Joe Flood (4583)

In late 2020, we began the R-A6093 North Mercia Project
at Family Tree DNA (FTDNA) and introduced the idea of an
extended one-name study or surname cluster project. The
study members are men with the same or different surnames
who are related on the paternal line. The different surnames
mostly originate in England in the North Mercia district -
Staffordshire, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire.

The common ancestor of most of the men lived in the period
just before surnames formed, in the Warm Mediaeval Period
of the 12th and 13th centuries when the English population
was increasing rapidly, but common people had as yet no
hereditary surnames. The paternal-line descendants of this
progenitor took many different surnames.

This cluster is an extended one-name study because if the
surname founders had been born a few hundred years later
they would all probably have had the same surname.

The extended study has been possible because of the Big
Y-700 test at FTDNA, which defines a haplotree of humanity
encompassing all males. The haplotree is a male-only
phylogenetic tree, dendrogram or family tree in which
‘son’ events occur every 2-3 generations rather than every
generation. These ‘son’ events are defined by single nucleotide
markers (SNPs), which are very rare mutations of a single binary
DNA allele. SNP mutations are passed in the Y chromosome to
all male-line descendants.

The main surnames in the study so far are Hyde, Blood, Coker,
Ashfield, Willett, Cheatham and Jackson. A brief description of
each of these surnames is in the Appendix.

There are also a large number of men with other surnames who
match but have yet to take the Big Y-700 test. Some of these
alternative surnames may be due to fairly recent non-parental
events (NPEs) such as base births where the child takes the
mother’s surname, while others have hereditary surnames
dating back to the Middle Ages.

The beginning

Back in the early days of Y-DNA testing around 2007, when
Y37 was the standard Y-DNA test, we noticed that men with
a number of different surnames were close matches to our
Bloods. Because Blood was a very old surname from the
1400s, we presumed that these surnames must be NPEs from
Blood. Several hypotheses were put forward as to how this
could have happened on such a scale.

The most colourful theory proposed that the ‘scoundrel’
Colonel Thomas Blood (1618-1680), thief of the Crown jewels,
might have left a trail of illegitimate children during the
period he was appointed as ‘inspector of nonconformists’ in
the Manchester area. In support of this, it was recorded he had

been ‘inspecting’ a widow with one of the related surnames
rather frequently.

As time went on and Y-testing became more accurate, some of
the ‘matching surnames’ turned out not to match the Bloods
at all. However, while the detail might be wrong, the original
presumption was correct. A large cluster of related surnames
emerged around the North Mercia district. Most of us had over
45 Y67 matches with men of different surnames. The common
ancestors went back well before the time of the nefarious
Colonel Blood, to the time of formation of surnames in the
1300s.

We knew from the beginning that the men in the cluster
belonged to the broad Germanic haplogroup R-U106>Z159.
There are several large, mostly Jewish branches of Z159 in
Greater Poland, dating from about 150 BC, and these very
distant cousins presented another puzzle. At one stage, 2159
was known as the Ivanhoe cluster (as in Sir Walter Scott’s novel),
because of its dual Scottish Border and Jewish affiliations.

As testing improved, we were able to define the cluster much
more tightly down to the A6093 haplogroup, which dated from
the time of the Polish split. We sought approval from FTDNA
for a project that would cover everyone in the cluster. In late
2020, the R-A6093 North Mercia project was established for
men carrying the (equivalent) Y-mutations A6093 or FGC17294.

North Mercia is an old district in the English Midlands where
the ancestors of many of our members originated. Hyde has
greatest concentration in Nottinghamshire but is spread
throughout the Midlands and down to Wiltshire. Blood is
from Derby/Nottinghamshire/Staffordshire, Highfield is from
Staffordshire, while Cheatham, Meakin and Ashmore are from
Derbyshire.

An interesting aspect of the cluster is that some men with these
surnames were settlers in the Massachusetts Bay Colony from
1610 to 1640. While North Mercia has not been particularly
associated with this colony till now, Puritanism in the Midlands
at that time led many to emigrate and avoid persecution.
Because Y-DNA has been tested more thoroughly in the USA, and
surnames have survived better there than in England, quite a
few of our members are descended from Colonial settler stock.

A6093 is a Germanic/English haplogroup which probably
formed on the Continent near the North Sea, around Roman
times. The split from the Polish line (FT178522) occurred at
this time. The ‘splits’ are actually two sons of a father, each of
whom has living paternal descendants.

| asked everyone in the cluster to consider taking the Big Y-700
test, to provide an accurate A6093 phylotree showing how and
possibly when the different surnames might be related. A total
of 18 men took the test.
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A family tree of related surnames
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Figure 1. Haplotree of main surnames in the R-A6093 haplogroup

Figure 1 shows the A6093 haplotree with SNP branches defining
eight surname groups. These surnames are described in the
Appendix. Table 1 gives the approximate timing of the main
branches.

The first branch to leave the main stem of the A6093
haplotree was Jackson, about 550 AD. The line is still found in
Staffordshire, so A6053 ancestors had probably settled in North
Mercia by that time.

Table 1. Main splits in the R-A6093 haplogroup

Split Approx date*
Formation, Polish split 150 AD
(FT178522/A6093)
Jackson line (FGC17309) 550 AD
Ashmore-Coker line 950 AD
(FGC17310)
Ashmore and Coker split 1200 AD
(FTA22672)
Hyde/Blood split (FT85184, 1150 AD
FT200000, FT198830)
Blood Nottingham/Derby 1400 AD
(FT124365, FT85084)
Highfield/Chittam-Elliott 1200 AD
split (FT199987)
Derby/Nottingham Hydes 1400 AD
(FT198853)

Note * From FTDNA Discover

About 400 years later the FGC17310 line split off, which later
divided to Coker and Ashmore. Ashmore is an old Derbyshire
surname, while Coker is probably a Virginia variant of the
Derbyshire surname Corker.

Around 1150 AD there was a further three-way split in the main
line. One was Blood, which further split into the Nottingham
and Derby lines in the early 1400s. The other two lines are both
HYDE and related branches.

As shown in the Appendix, men with about 25 other surnames
appear to fall into the project, but as they have not yet
taken Big Y-700, they cannot be placed within Figure 1. Davis
and Willett in particular appear to be very early, significant
branches.

Phylotree for the HYDE surname

Ever since public Y-testing became available, researchers
have tried to construct family trees using STRs, but have
been stymied by parallel mutations, reversals and testing
errors. Now, NextGen testing has made it possible to
construct consistent phylogenetic trees for related men with
the same or different surnames.

The repetitive count measures found in Y37 and Y111 tests,
know as STRs, may also add further detail. Placing STR
mutations as well as SNPs into the phylotree adds extra
markers, which improves the level of discrimination and may
increase the number of branches. If STRs are included, it
may be possible to estimate the correct position of men with
limited testing (e.g. Y111, or even fewer markers) by seeing if
they have the appropriate STRs. The SAPP tool (www.jdvsite.
com) can construct trees using both SNPs and STRs, though
SNPs are the most accurate markers.

Surprisingly, two of the distinct surname groups in Figure 1
include the Hyde surname. The phylotree for the FT199739
group is shown in Figure 2. This family is defined by two SNPs,
and also by several STR values. The SNPs are in blue boxes, the
STRs are next to the links. The red font is for STRs in the 68-111
block, which require the Y111 test to observe.
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Figure 2. Main Hyde phylotree
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The Reddick line split off around the time the Hyde surname
formed. Until this study, Reddick was originally thought to be
a fairly recent NPE of Hyde or Blood, but it turns out to be an
old surname in its own right, with its own SNP.

The Hydes who have tested are all from the United States.
They are mostly descended from two Puritan settlers in
Massachusetts, Jonathan Hyde (of Nottinghamshire) and
Humphrey Hides (thought to be from Derbyshire). These two
lines are clearly separated by SNPs. However, as with the
Bloods, more recent branches are so far only separated by
STRs.

Initially, we tried to create the Hyde phylotree in Figure 2
using only two Big Y results and the STRs, but the tree came
out wrong due to parallel STR mutations. We therefore asked
for more Big Y participants, from which we produced a correct
phylotree that matched our genealogical knowledge.

Nevertheless, we still have several ‘triangulation problems’
or logical inconsistencies in the Hyde tree, due to parallel
mutations or testing errors in STRs.

Second phylotree - Hyde and associates

Figure 3 shows the second branch of A6093 that contains
HYDEs, as well as other surnames. The branch is clearly
marked by the FT200000 mutation and several STRs. It is
associated with the Virginia colony.

It is hard to understand how men with the Hyde surname
could fall into two different closely related haplogroups. One
possibility is what | have called surname convergence. This
happens when two men with similar names go to a foreign
place. They meet, presume they must be related and adopt
the same surname or variant. So a Highfield may have gone to
Virginia and adopted the abbreviation Hyde.

The branch begins with the breakaway of Cheatham/ Chittam.
Like Reddick this was originally thought to be an NPE of Blood,
but it is strongly marked by SNPs and five STRs, and must be an
original English surname in its own right.

Soon afterwards we have a definite example of surname
convergence with the American surname Hite, originally from
the German Heydt. Hydes from our cluster in Virginia adopted
this variant for their descendants, probably in the 1700s.
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Dv557aTzo FT199987
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Chittam Highfield Elliott
Cheatham #B271630 #831419
#634046

Hyde

#8697

#145956
#556276
#22880%
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#3742

Figure 3. Hyde - Highfield - Hite- Cheatham - Elliott branch

The Hite member appears to have no Y111 STR mutations at
all, and must have an identical Y111 profile to the FT200000
founder, who probably lived around 1200 AD.

Elliott and one Hyde have tested with BigY, but they have not
replied to correspondence and are not in the project. Three
more Hydes have the correct STRs for this branch, but have
not tested with BigY.

When more data become available, we may be able to improve
this phylotree.

Conclusions

The Big Y-700 test has permitted us to construct a consistent
haplotree schematic for a large cluster of surnames
originating in the central Midlands. This was not possible
using only STRs, which are the markers used in earlier tests
such as Y111. More than eight surnames have been accurately
placed but about 25 more remain to be included when more
testing is undertaken.

By including STR markers in the diagrams, we may be able
to define extra more recent branches, and to place men
accurately who have so far only taken a Y111 test or even
fewer markers. However, the inclusion of STRs leads to
inconsistencies which may be from parallel mutations, reverse
mutations, or sometimes from testing errors.

The number of men testing in each surname is too small at
present to provide very much in the way of analysis for the
period after the 1600s when one-name or surname studies
usually begin. However, the haplotree provides a meaningful
framework on which to hang future more detailed studies.
More Big Y testing will reveal much more structure and detail.

For the surname Hyde, the descendants of several fairly
distantly related colonial settlers have been laid out in two
dendrograms. One of these contains considerable diversity,
including variants such as Hite; and several other surname
lines that probably date from the Middle Ages in Britain.

As testing expands, it is expected that the methods used in this
paper will be employed widely in establishing the structure
of complex surnames and will be of great value for one-name
studies.

Appendix. The major surnames

In descending order of surname population size, the North
Mercia cluster consists of men within the R-A6093 haplogroup
having surnames within the Hyde complex, Blood, Willett,
Ashmore, Cheatham, Coker, Meakin, Jackson and Davis, and
about 25 other singletons who are yet to join the project.
All so far except Willett are connected to the North Mercia
region of the Midlands.

Many men from this region emigrated to the new North
American colonies in the 17% century, especially New England.
Several of these surnames have substantial populations there
today. There is much misleading material online about the
genealogy and origins of these Colonial families.

Hyde - Highfield - Hite

There are around 65,000 Hydes/Hides globally, in a large
number of unrelated lines. In England there were around
12,000 Hydes in 1901, spread most strongly through the
Midlands and down the west side of England to Wiltshire.
Numbers have increased to around 19,000 Hydes there today.
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The surname Hyde is usually considered to derive from an old
unit of land, the hide. This was regarded as the amount to
produce a pound of income in a year, enough to support one
family or around 30 acres (120 old acres). Five hides were taxed
by the Saxons to support one soldier, while the old ‘hundred’
region measure was 100 hides.

An alternative derivation of the surname is from a family of
gentry, the Barons of Norbury Hall, associated with the manors
of Hyde and Haughton near Manchester. Two British monarchs
descend from another line of noble Hydes, the Earls of
Clarendon in Dinton, Wiltshire. The Y-DNA of these two lines of
gentry is unknown - but there are fairly high densities of Hydes
near these places. The highest density of Hyde is however in
Nottinghamshire.

In America many Hydes are descended from four men born
between 1610 and 1625 - Jonathan Hyde and his brother
Samuel, of Massachusetts, and Humphrey Hides and William
Hyde of Connecticut. Robert Hyde of Virginia is another
prominent settler with many descendants.

Humphrey Hides was among the first Puritan settlers. He was
born in Yorkshire of a family from Everton, Nottinghamshire.

Sergt. Jonathan Hyde, was born probably in England about
1626, and died intestate at Newton, Mass. on 5 October 1711,
aged 85. In April 1639, he embarked in the ship Jonathan, bound
from London for Boston, His elder brother Samuel crossed the
Atlantic in the same ship with him. In 1647 Jonathan settled at
Cambridge Village (now Newton), Mass. He is remarkable for
having up to 27 children by two wives.

Highfield is an obvious place name. There are 1,630 Highfields
in the UK, concentrated in Staffordshire. There is an Irish
branch of Highfield.

In a classic example of ‘surname convergence’ in colonial
Virginia (where similar sounding surnames adopt a single
variant), there are at least 20 unrelated lines of the American
surname Hite, one line of which is in our A6093 cluster. The
surname is originally an Anglicisation of the German Heydt.

Blood

The origin of the Blood surname is not known, but it may
refer to a blood relative. It is mostly found in Derbyshire
and Staffordshire. There was a strong early presence in
Nottinghamshire, with branches in Leicestershire and
Lincolnshire. There has been an Irish branch of distinction,
descended from a soldier Edmund Blood, born around 1570
in Derbyshire.

There are about 8,000 Bloods globally, of which 2,100 are in
the UK and 5,600 in the USA. Almost all Bloods are paternal
cousins belonging to the A6093 cluster.

In the USA, four relatives James, Richard, Robert and John
Blood emigrated from Nottingham to Massachusetts during
1625-35 and became substantial landowners around Groton and
Concord. Most Bloods worldwide are descended from Richard
or Robert. About 3,000 Bloods lived in New England in 1900.

The Derbyshire Bloods are mostly found in Britain and Australia,
and include the author.

Willett

Willett has diverse origins: derived from either ‘little
William’; from the place name ‘Wiltshire’; or in America
from the French name Ouellette. There are approximately
17,000 Willet(t)s globally, mostly in the USA. There were
2,300 in England in 1881, generally in two separate locations:
SE England, and the Midlands, especially Staffordshire. The
A6093 Willetts in our cluster are all claimed to be descended
from Edward Willett of Maryland Colony.

Cheatham

Cheetam is a village near Manchester. There are 12,500 of
these in the USA, but only about 70 in Britain, now mostly in
Birmingham but formerly in Derbyshire.

Ashmore

The name refers to a place or tree by the lake. There were
about 1400 families in Britain in 1891, concentrated in Derby.
Today there are 4700 Ashmores in Britain.

Coker

This surname is commonest in the USA, where it is the result
of ‘surname convergence’ in Virginia, incorporating various
surnames. The Cokers in this cluster may be originally Corker,
a Cheshire occupational name spread through the Midlands.
There are about 1,500 Corkers in the UK.

Meakin

The surname is a diminutive of Matthew. It is primarily
from Derbyshire. One family owned potteries in Stoke,
Staffordshire. There are about 5,700 Meakins in the UK.

Jackson is a very common patronymic surname with multiple
sources. This rare old line is from Staffordshire. There is a
branch in the USA.

Davis is a rare Staffordshire branch of a common patronymic.
It is not yet Big Y tested.

Men with other surnames and which match our members on
Y67 include:

Stethem Hackney Lee
Tomlinson Sanders Summers
Whited Butler Cooper
Norton Crampton Anglin
Fenton Haydon Leonard
Floyd Martin Brown
Vowels Glenny Lewis
Smiley Snow Claude

The source for numbers having each surname is https://
britishsurnames.co.uk/.

Joe is studying the surname Coad with variants Coade,
Code, Cood, Coode, and the surname Blood and can be
contacted at coad@one-name.org. Joe has a blog at
coadcoode.blogspot.com and his DNA project websites
can be found at www.familytreedna.com/public/
coadcoode and www.familytreedna.com/public/blood.
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One-Name Studies Journey to move from

Category 1 to Category 2

by Valerie Brenton (7728)

It was all becoming a bit tedious, the sparkle of collecting all
those new Brentons was starting to wear a bit thin even though
| had been able to make substantial progress in expanding the
extended family tree just through Civil Registration births,
marriages and deaths and the census returns for England and
Wales.

| needed a new plan for taking the study forward. Did | focus
on pre-1837 baptisms, marriages and burials for England and
Wales, which would really help move constructing family
trees forward, or follow the known migration paths and start
collecting census and BMD information for other countries - or
was it time to blitz the newspapers?

The arrival of the annual email requesting study details to be
updated, especially those that had been a Category 1 for a
number of years, prompted me to follow the migrants. So the
One-Name Study Holiday Online or ONSHO evolved. As a break
from what will always be the bread and butter of my study |
‘went’ to New Zealand. This would give me the opportunity to
update my references and check the accuracy of connections
made nearly two decades ago. Thanks to just three key
websites | was able to confirm that about two thirds of the
BMDs linked to families | had already researched and many
of the remaining names linked to a family that is on the ‘to
recreate’ list. Overall a successful ONSHO.

Inspired, six months later | decided to revisit the southern
hemisphere for my next ONSHO and tour Australia one state
at a time. New South Wales, Queensland, Southern Australia,
Victoria, and Western Australia produced whole new groups
of people. Although | identified some who had left Australia
for New Zealand none seemed to migrate between states.
With a disappointing lack of convicts (and the associated
paper trail) the next stage will be to explore other migration
records to identify how those individuals not born in Australia
arrived there. The main online source of Tasmanian records
was undergoing maintenance so a return visit is on the cards.
Northern Territory does not have data online in the same way
as the other states as many of its records are held by Southern
Australia and New South Wales. This was an interesting journey
discovering what the different states make available online
and most importantly added completely new individuals to the
Brenton ONS.

Like any real holiday I like to leave the crowded trail and explore
the less well publicised tourist spots. For the ONSHO it meant
leaving Ancestry, FindMyPast and FamilySearch (amongst other
frequently used websites) for a while and exploring some new
sites alongside some trusty maps. The downside of my holidays
is | ignore the media and daily news updates so not only do
| still need to do a British newspaper blitz, but | also have
the wonderful New Zealand and Australian newspaper sites to
systematically search, rather than just drop into occasionally
- at least taking an online holiday means that a day trip can be
planned anytime.

Together with the international individuals already on my ONS
having just ‘visited’ two countries | am confident to upgrade
my ONS to a Category 2. After similar holidays to Canada and
the USA | can see that Category 3 will beckon, but as these two
destinations were far more popular as migration destinations |
think | have many years of ONSHOs ahead of me. Meantime it is
back to the bread and butter of research in England and Wales
which suddenly seems less tedious.

Websites

New Zealand
www.bdmbhistoricalrecords.dia.govt.nz
https://wilsoncollection.co.nz/
https://archives.govt.nz/search-the-archive

Australia

New South Wales
https://familyhistory.bdm.nsw.gov.au

Queensland

www.familyhistory.bdm.qld.gov.au

Southern Australia

www.genealogysa.org.au
https://savill.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/savill-B.html
http://ryersonindex.org/search.php

Victoria

https://my.rio.bdm.vic.gov.au
https://prov.vic.gov.au

Western Australia

https://archive.sro.wa.gov.au
https://bdm.justice.wa.gov.au
www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au

Tasmania
https://librariestas.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/
names/

Valerie is studying the surname Brenton and can be
contacted at valerie.brenton@one-name.org. Valerie’s
registered website, https://brenton.one-name.net, is

currently under construction.
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Using Three Strands of Research to Recreate

Briese Surname Lineages
by David Briese (7012)

Preface

People become interested in genealogy in an effort to
understand better who they are, as well as why and how
they find themselves in a particular place and circumstance.
It helps establish a better sense of identity. Although our
ancestry is multi-stranded, many people attach a special
importance to the surname lineage, which in western culture
is the paternal line. However, we need to keep in mind that
this too has two strands - genetic and cultural. The genetic
strand informs our hard-wired physical and biological traits,
while the cultural strand carries down the more fluid and
subtle inputs of the behaviours, circumstances and values
of a long line of ancestors. We are ultimately the product of
both nature and nurture.

In most cases, these strands are tightly interwoven - in the
paternal line, the surname defines both cultural and genetic
strands. However, this is not always the case. Events such
as adoption, use of the maternal surname, extra-marital
paternity etc. can cause a separation of the strands. After
such an event, a person and their descendants could continue
with the original surname and cultural strand, but a different
genetic one - i.e. there has been a patrilineal disjunct. The
reverse can also occur, e.g. an adoption could lead to a genetic
strand from the original surname joining with another cultural
strand.

Such disjuncts can be surprisingly frequent - for instance, in
the old German church records, children born of unmarried
mothers kept their mothers’ surnames. The Germans also
added the word “uneheliche” (illegitimate) to such birth
records and, from those listed in the Briese Surname database,
they made up 2 to 4% of the total. This means that, over 10
generations, the cumulative chance of a patrilineal disjunct
occurring may be as high as 1 in 3. Thus, it is not surprising
that surname lineages may have several genetic strands,
while maintaining a common cultural origin. As we shall see,
some patrilineal disjuncts may remain hidden until revealed
by genetic genealogy. Fortunately, today, people are less
judgmental and such genetic/cultural admixture is viewed
more as enriching the history of a surname rather than some
misconceived idea of surname purity.

| decided to write this paper after reading a summary of the
2021 society member survey [1], which indicated that the
majority of members do not have a DNA project, that many
who do have either done little with it or don’t know where to
start and that there is even outright antipathy to the use of
DNA in genealogical research. Hopefully, my own experiences
with the Briese Surname Project may show how genetic
studies can complement and add value to more traditional
genealogical research. Like our ancestry itself, genealogy is a
multi-stranded field of research.

Background
The Briese Surname Project [2] has amassed a large database
of records, based on traditional genealogical research,

largely through on-line birth, death and marriage records.
This has been sufficient to show both where the surname
originated and how it has subsequently spread to form
geographic clusters within the home range of Prussia and
beyond through emigration to parts of the New World [3].
Like many such projects, it also posed as many questions as
it answered.

As an illustration, one of the homeland clusters of the Briese
surname is Deutsch Krone district (Kreis) in West Prussia. Of
all the Brieses born before 1850 with known birthplaces, 25%
were born in Kreis Deutsch Krone. Moreover, most emigration
of Brieses from Prussia to the New World (Australia, Brazil,
Canada and USA) took place in the latter half of the 19t
century and 50% of male emigrants (potential sources of
continuing surname lineage) were from Deutsch Krone [4].
Clearly, this region is important to an understanding of the
origins and dispersal of the Briese surname. Unfortunately,
this part of West Prussia was also the scene of heavy fighting
between German and Russian forces during the latter stages of
World War Il and, in the aftermath, German populations were
expelled and scattered. While local churches kept extensive
records of births, deaths and marriages, many were destroyed
in the conflict. As a consequence, genealogical research is
difficult.

While available evidence suggests that the Briese surname in
Prussia has a single toponymic origin dating from the 14t-15%
century [5], when surnames were adopted, traditional paper
record-based genealogy has left us with many separate lineages
of from 3 to 8 generations. The question of whether and how
they might merge towards a single common ancestor remains
unanswered. To overcome this impasse, the Briese Surname
Project reached out to genetic genealogy and, in 2010,
established a Briese Surname DNA Project on FamilyTreeDNA
[6,71].

Research Strands and Results

It can be difficult to attract participants to a DNA study -
concern over privacy of genetic data, the cost of testing or
just a general disinterest in genealogy being factors. To date,
14 males bearing the Briese surname have had their Y-DNA
tested (Table 1) and the results reported here for this group,
plus a further three linked to these by paper records, are
based on three separate strands of evidence, one traditional
and two genetic.

e Paper records - the traditional method of genealogical
research is to trace a person’s ancestry back through life-
stage records (birth, death, marriage, residence etc.).
Provided it is done diligently, it provides absolute evidence
of ancestry. However, paper records often do not go back
more than a few hundred years, may contain gaps or may
be missing altogether. Where present, such records are
the most useful for determining relationships in recent
times. In the Briese Surname Project, this was done
by searching on-line databases such as Family Search,
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Table 1. Data sets used to create the Briese surname lineage (blanks indicate data not yet obtained)
See below for explanation of terms.

Person Bl Cluster Other Brieses
Data Sets AUOL AU03 uso3 AUOB usa2 Uso1 AUO4 DEO1 uso4 Usos AUOZ Usos6 uUso7 CAOL
BMDR records™ 6 3 5 3 5 2 3 2 5 3 5 2 4 b
sTRa7Y| | | | 4| | | | | | | | | |
STRE7(  [V] | ) ] | ] ] ) ] | ]
STR111| [V] ] M M | ] M M ] M
Bigy snp? | [v] | | | | | v | ! !

a. BMDR = birth, marriage, death and residence records, and the number indicates the number of generations from person tested to oldest known
ancestor (tester = 0).

b. Paper record lineage is cultural not genetic.

c. STR refers to the short tandem repeats tested by FamilyTree DNA, and the numbers 37, 67 and 111 indicate the number of markers tested.
Participants can opt for increasingly sensitive levels of testing.

d. Big Y SNP refers to the highest level of Y-DNA testing conducted by FamilyTree DNA, where single nucleotide polymorphisms are detected and up to
700 STRs analysed for mutations.

Panel 1-37 Panel 38-67 Panel 68-111
Ve +E -ve Ve Ve e
STR mutation modal STR mutation STR mutation modal STR mutation STR mutation modal STR - mutation
DY5393 AUCHE USD4 12 13 DYs531 bl DYs3710 34
D¥5390 22 DYS578 3 DYS485 15
D¥519 14 DYF39551 15-16 DYS633 g9
DY5391 11 12 U502 DEDY DY3590 B DY5485 16
DY5385 11-14 DOY5537 11 DY3540 12
D¥5426 12 DYS641 %) DYs714 AUOL 25 26 27 Aug4
DYS388 12 DYS472 8 DY$716 28
DY5433 US04 11 12 DYF40651 10 DYS717 19
D¥5389) 12 DYS511 10 DYS505 12
D¥5392 13 DYs425 o DYS556 11
DY538311 30 DY5413 23-23 DY5549 14 15.U502
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Fig. 1. Visualisation of Short Tandem Repeat (STR) data (results based on 11 tests - 1 STR37, 1 STR67 and 9 STR111).

FamilyTreeDNA results show individual STR haplotypes as a set of numbers associated with a marker on the Y-chromosome. The number tells us how
many times a short DNA sequence has been replicated in that region. This figure shows the modal STR haplotype in pink (the set of marker values
that is most common amongst group members) and indicates where mutations have occurred, either by adding a new copy of the replicated sequence
or losing it. By definition the modal haplotype is also the haplotype of our common ancestor, as all mutations can be traced back to it. In the Briese
B1 cluster, only 18 of the 105 markers have mutated, 15 of these are unique and only five have multiple mutations (11 in all). Of these multiple
mutations, only three sets are shared - for DYS391, both USO2 and DEO1 = 12; for DYS393, both AUO6 and US04 =12; and for DYS712, TRB and WB2 =
21. This possibly indicates a common ancestor, but as STR mutations can be reversed, it is not certain. In the case of DYS712, the marker has been
measured to have a fast mutation rate (0.0164) and so is less reliable, whereas DYS391 and DYS393 have much lower mutation rates (0.0021 and
0.0018 respectively, or roughly once every 500 generations), meaning that it is more likely the mutation occurred only once and that AUO6 and US04
share a common ancestor, as do US02 and DEO1.
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e Ancestry, Geneanet and MyHeritage. Importantly, because
transcriptions of records are not perfect, databases were
verified against original records, where these had been
digitised and were also available on-line. Public family
trees on these sites were found to be useful for more
recent lineages, but often ascribed more distant ancestors
incorrectly to particular lineages and hence also required
verification.

o Short Tandem Repeats (STR) - these occur when a short
sequence of base-pairs (2-13) is repeated several times
within the Y-chromosome. Mutations lead to copies of
this sequence being added to or subtracted from the DNA
region. This means that the number of repeats can vary
from person to person and, while unrelated people may
have the same number for an individual STR, the pattern of
such differences over multiple STRs can be used to measure
the degree of genetic relatedness. The more STRs tested,
the greater is the degree of accuracy in determining the
relationship. STRs are therefore probabilistic, not absolute,
in determining relationships. Moreover, as repeats can
be subtracted as well as added, and mutation rates vary
between them, their accuracy diminishes with time. They
are useful, though, in determining genetic relationships in
the medium-term, back to the time when most surnames
originated in Europe (20-24 generations) and are thus an
important genealogical tool. Based on measured mutation
rates, STRs can be used to estimate the time to the most
recent common ancestor of a pair or group of persons.

« Single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNP) - these are
mutations that occur at a single base-pair of the
Y-chromosome DNA (in humans, the Y chromosome has
58 million base-pairs). The rarity of individual mutations
means that a descendance tree constructed from these
can be considered absolute and the age of an SNP can
be estimated from known mutation rates. Once an SNP
is confirmed, the group of persons sharing that mutation
become members of a haplogroup (named for that SNP
mutation). Subsequently, new mutations within that
haplogroup can be used to identify daughter haplogroups.
Thus, an SNP descendance tree tends to grow from its

base towards more recent times. As a consequence, it
has been considered useful for determining relationships
with absolute accuracy in distant or pre-genealogical
time (i.e. before the origin of surnames). However, with
the explosion in testing for and discovering SNPs, the
identification of new haplogroups is now being pushed
forward to the surname period.

The best way to study ancestral relations is to combine all
three sets of evidence, which can take a family tree from the
distant past to the present.

Results from paper records

Most of the Briese families involved in the current study
are emigrant families, having moved from their Prussian
homeland to either North America or Australia in the 19t
or early 20" centuries. As mentioned earlier, many came
from the Deutsch Krone district in West Prussia, where the
birth, marriage and death records were kept by the two main
evangelical churches in the towns of Lueben and Neugolz
[8]. Lueben records survive for the period 1757-1837 and
1860-1874. Thus, while the names of many early Brieses are
known, unfortunately many of the emigrant Brieses were born
during the gap period of 1838-1859. This makes it difficult to
connect family lines from present to past. The situation for
Neugolz / Clausdorf is worse, as only birth records exist for a
very short period from 1860-1869, other records having been
lost during World War 1.

To illustrate this, a summary of lineages, derived from paper
records for the set of DNA-tested and linked Brieses, is shown
in Figure 3. While each lineage has several branches in more
recent times, Figure 3 only shows the main trunks. The records
cover from 2-6 generations and individual lineages go back as
far as 1738 and as little as 1930. Moreover, only four of the
17 lineages could be merged using paper records, leaving 13
unresolved lineages from five separate regions in Prussia. There
is also a gap of at least 12 generations between the period
when the Briese surname was adopted and the earliest known
ancestor. Clearly, this leaves many questions unanswered and
Figure 3 shows the limitations of paper records in developing a
comprehensive family tree.

A5588
CT52361
B 137052 BY20735
BY20736 8Y20737
V20738 FTas087
52295
BY66812 BY20739
BY212952 Bvaz768
BY100168 |
BY132901 BY158819 FTA26520 BY20733
16901335
BY117325 || FT4D5892 Enionns
BY140928 || FT4D6347 B
FT4D6445 ’ . : "
FT404767 BY107142 BY158153 iRt RYA2o0
. FT46205
Ay B¥159508 || By145977 BY236473 || BYIS7580 Frag7ag
FT444402 |
FTi08841
FT108869
usoz DEO1 AUOG uso4 Usa3 AuO1 usos AUD3 AUO4 uso1
Other
Surnames Briese Families

Fig. 2. Briese surname lineages for 17 families determined from birth, death and marriage records.

The names of the earliest ancestors are shown in boxes. Lineages are coded for privacy and indicate the country where most
descendants live and emigration year (where relevant). The bracketed information is the location of the earliest known ancestor and
the year of his birth. The blue region shows the period when the surname would have been adopted.
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Fig. 3. Briese surname lineages for 17 families determined from birth, death and marriage records.

The names of the earliest ancestors are shown in boxes. Lineages are coded for privacy and indicate the country where most descendants live and
emigration year (where relevant). The bracketed information is the location of the earliest known ancestor and the year of his birth. The blue region

shows the period when the surname would have been adopted.

Results from genetic studies

From the first two comparisons, the Y-DNA data began to
show the relationship between previously unconnected
families and, with the current 14 data sets, a detailed
picture of the pattern of descendance of the 13 unresolved
lineages has emerged. The genetic distance (a measure of
the number of different mutations between pairs of testers)
can be determined from STR data. This reduced the number

of lineages from 13 to 3 distinct groups that separated long
before surnames were adopted, one (B1) containing 11 of
the lineages and the other two (B2 and B3), a single lineage
each. Based on known mutation rates, STRs can also be used
to estimate the time to the most recent common ancestor
[9]. In the case of group B1, the common ancestor of the 11
lineages lived around 1500 AD, not long after the period of
surname adoption in this area.

20



January-March 2023

20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 Generations

AUOL AUSTRALIA 1880
{witkowo, Posen, 1738)

=
[
<

Lineage base on SNP

AU02 AUSTRALIA 1855
Lineage based on STR mutation (Witkowo, Posen, 1738)
US03 USA 1904
(Greater Poland, 1786}

Lineage based on paper records

Lineage after patrilineal disjunct
US04 USA 1956

Period when surnames adopted (Greater Poland, 1786)

CA02 Canada 1924
(volhynia, 1786)

1. Genetic lineage (as in FTDNA results)

wasssa ) Named SNP haplogroup 05 AUSTRALIA 1578

{Deutsch Krone, West Prussia, 1843}
Named STR mutation

US05 USA 1887

Schwaits Earliest known ancestor (Berlin, Brandenburg, 1854)

US01 USA 1882
(Deutsch Krone, West Prussia, 1852)

ors :
i Earliest known ancestor

AUO4 AUSTRALIA 1889
(Deutsch Krone, West Prussia, 1830}

AUOS AUSTRALIA 1899
(Deutsch Krone, West Prussia, 1830}

o

LTS
RUI08 R-ABSEE s

AUOG AUSTRALIA 1870
(Deutsch Krone, West Prussia, 1838)

US04 USA 1882
(Deutsch Krone, West Prussia, 1778)

DEO1 GERMANY
(Landsberg, Brandenburg, 1912}

US02 USA 1874
(Filehne, Posen, 1803}

ovs ovs US06 USA 1952
453 596 Lo (Breslau, Silesia, 1930)

e o cov ﬁ US07 USA 1852
= b Briese h
{Kolmar, Posen, 1813)

< D::?:;m h CANOL CANADA/USA 1869
A (Deutsch Krone, West Prussia, 1801)

T T T T T T T T 1
3000 BC 1000BC OAD 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

Year (non-linear scale) Vear (finear scale)

Fig. 4. Briese surname lineage based on genetic and paper records (see notes after figure for more detailed explanation).

1. Surnames in Germany were adopted during the late middle ages (1250-1500 AD) and, for this figure, | assume that “Briese” began in the late
1300s. From the Briese surname project database, the median generation time is 32 years, giving roughly 20 generations from the origin of the name
to now. The time-scale of this figure is based on this generation time and known STR and SNP mutation rates per generation [9].

2. There are three distinct genetic lineages - B1, B2 and B3. They could represent three separate adoptions of the surname by unrelated people, but
the genetic evidence indicates that there has been a patrilineal disjunct after adoption of surnames, as B2 is genetically close to the Wagner surname
and B3 is genetically close to the Schwartz surname. In the latter case, paper records provide some additional support for this. Here the Briese
surname (cultural strand) continues with the Schwartz Y-DNA genetic strand. In addition, in B2, an adoption has led to the Briese Y-DNA genetic
strand continuing with the Liem surname (cultural strand).

3. Lineage B1 contains a group of 14 Briese families - 14 with paper BMD records (blue), 11 with STR genetic data (red) and 10 with SNP genetic data
(black) - that can be traced back to a single origin. From the most common place of origin of the group members, this has been split into two sub-
lineages, the Deutsch Krone cluster (12 families) and the Landsberg cluster (2 families).

4. The blue lines show how paper records trace back from the present, the black lines show how SNP data pushes forward from the past and the red
lines show how STR data fills in the blanks in between. The ultimate description of our ancestry would be when SNP (black) and paper records overlap
to produce an absolute and complete lineage.

5. Each black oval represents an SNP mutation, which defines the haplogroup of the same name. Within an existing haplogroup, when two or more
members share a new mutation unique to them, they form a new daughter haplogroup. Thus, the SNP tree grows forward from ancient times
toward the present. Haplogroups may have several unique mutations and the number of these can be used to determine their age. When this study
commenced, the youngest haplogroup to which the Briese lineages belonged was A5588, which formed around 3000 years ago. In 2016, an SNP
mutation was discovered (CTS2361) that is so far unique to the Briese surname. It arose around 600-700 years ago, just prior to adoption of the
Briese surname in Germany. With more members testing, haplogroup CTS2361 now has five daughter haplogroups, BY66812, BY20739, BY20733,
BY158153 and BY107142. Members of the last group are identified as A5588>BY20738>CTS2361>BY20739>BY20733>BY107142. Below this, haplogroup
members have unique SNPs, which if found in another member would split the group even further.

6. FamilyTreeDNA carry out STR analysis in blocks, STR37 (markers 1-37), STR67 (plus markers 38-67), STR111 (plus markers 68-111) and BigY (plus
markers 112-700). Having the Briese surname and testing for STR37 is sufficient to determine if a family belongs to the cluster. However, to be
certain of the relationships within the cluster, more STR or even SNP testing is needed. STR analysis is only useful within 20 generations from the
present, but this is the period of surnames.

7. In the figure, red squares represent STR mutations and they help understand the period between known SNP mutations and known paper records.
For example, AUO6 and US04 share the STR mutations DYS393 and YgataA10, which suggests that they have a common ancestor.
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Here, the power of SNPs came into play, as they can identify
with certainty the mutations that defined group B1 and the
subdivisions within it. B1 itself belongs to the haplogroup
R-U106, which formed around 5000 years ago and is centred
on Northern Europe. SNPs describe how the 11 lineages
within group B1 merged back to their single ancestor (Figure
4). Thus, B1 was defined as haplogroup R-CTS2361, which
contained two daughter haplogroups, BY20739 and BY66812.
BY20739 and BY66812. Haplogroup BY20739 contains a further
daughter haplogroup, BY20733, which itself is subdivided into
haplogroups BY107142 and BY158153. Genetic studies had
linked all 11 lineages and shown a pattern of descent through
this hierarchy of haplogroups (Figure 4).

Critically, haplogroup R-CTS2361 has proved unique to the
Briese surname, supporting the hypothesis of a single origin.
While lineages B2 and B3 pre-dated surname adoption, which
could suggest multiple origins of the name, both have been
shown by DNA evidence to have had patrilineal disjuncts,
where the genetic strand associated with another surname
merged into the cultural and name-bearing Briese lineage.
Lineage B2 also shows the other type of disjunct, where an
adoption led to a genetic Briese strand merging into another
surname’s cultural strand. From demographic evidence, both
these lineages are associated with the B1 grouping.

As STR and SNP mutations occur independently, STR mutations
are further able to resolve patterns of descent. Lineages
within an SNP-defined haplogroup which share some of their
STR mutations as well as having distinct ones, most likely share
a more recent common ancestor within that group. Thus, a
lineage can be further split. This is the case with three pairs of
lineages within haplogroup BY66812, BY20739 and BY107142,
respectively (Figure 4).

As is the case with Haplogroup R-CTS2361, the age of the
daughter haplogroups could be determined from the number
of STR mutations, leading to a tree that shows not only the
pattern, but the approximate dateline of descent (Figure
4). While not providing actual names for our ancestors, the
analysis of STR and SNP DNA data in combination with paper
genealogical records have shown clearly how the Briese B1
families are related.

The data become even more interesting when a demographic
component is added. The earliest subdivision of the Briese B1
lineage, suggests a geographic split in the 16™ century, with the
2 members of haplogroup BY66812 centred around Landsberg
in Brandenburg and the remaining 11 lineages of haplogroup
BY20739 having a strong connection to Deutsch Krone in West
Prussia, some 100km to the east. These locations correspond
to distinct density clusters of the Briese surname from
paper records [10]. Descendants of the daughter haplogroup
BY107142 within the Deutsch Krone cluster could not be traced
back to that region on paper, but the genetic data and known
eastwards migration patterns of German settlers in the 18t
and 19 centuries [11] indicate that they must have emigrated
from Deutsch Krone to their later locations in Posen and
Greater Poland, respectively, and further to Volhynia (current-
day Ukraine).

In conclusion, the importance of genetic data to this surname
study cannot be understated. While not providing actual
names for our ancestors, the analysis of STR and SNP DNA data
in combination with paper genealogical records has taken an
unconnected set of lineages to a comprehensive and dated

family tree from which we can start to make inferences about
the demography of the surname as well as its origin.
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A Systematic Approach to Managing your ONS

The Trials and Tribulations of a One-Name Study

by David Skyrme (6232)

In recent journals there have been several helpful articles for
newcomers to One-Name Studies. As well as Melody Burton’s
articles (Vol 14 Nos 3-5), those by Graham Matthews (Vol 14, No
4), Martin Hindry and Yvonne Masters (Vol 14, No 5) give some
useful insights into the methods they use. As someone who has
now been doing One-Name Studies for 10 years, | would like to
share some of my approaches and experiences.

| outlined my approach and methods in my article ‘Skyrme:
From a Family History to a One-Name Study’ (JOONS, Vol 12
No. 3). The main changes | have seen and the challenges since
then are:

» Information overload - new material is coming online
faster than | can process it.

« Time management - there’s so much to do and not enough
time to do it.

o Joining the dots - connecting isolated persons in my
database to existing families and trees.

«  Focussing on outputs - it always seems more interesting to
pursue research rather than writing up.

o Collaborative working - how two (or more) minds are
better than one.

» Staying organized - your filing system, backups, hard copy,
scribbles etc.

The next sections say a bit more about how | address these
matters.

Information Overload

The rate at which potentially useful records are coming
online is faster than my ability to review and process them.
Parish records, electoral registers, passenger records and
newspaper articles are examples. Thus, even though Skyrme
is by the Guild’s definition a ‘rare’ name (between 11 and 50
births on average in the two year periods 1850-1 and 1950-
1), the number of newspaper articles that feature a Skyrme
leapt from 11,000 to over 18,000 in just over three years,
i.e. about 40 a week.

It is important, therefore to focus on the most useful sources,
such as BMD records, censuses and wills but be selective
elsewhere. For parish records, you do need to collect most of
them, so | have a spreadsheet where each line is an entry with
name, date, event etc. as well as listing the source. This allows
me to check whether a newly uploaded source is really new or
a duplicate of what | already have. One column is the ID of that
person in my database. It this is not given, it means that | have
not yet processed the original record or cannot identify the
person. For newspaper articles, | find reports of funerals very

helpful as many give a list of mourners and their relationship
to the deceased, such as niece, son-in-law.

Time Management

It is essential to balance your time against the different tasks
that are needed to conduct an ONS. There are seven days in
a week and an ONS has ‘seven pillars’ of activity. So each day
you could work on a different pillar - right? No! For me some
pillars need only occasional attention. Thus | only synthesise
and publicise occasionally. | am meticulous in responding to
queries, of which | get 10-20 a year, so not one every week. |
keep a spreadsheet of respondents with a description of the
enquiry and my response with dates. With the respondent’s
permission | will add their name to a group emailing list
(blind copied) to which | occasionally publicise significant
news about the study. For preservation every 6 months or
so | send a memory stick of my studies (around 11,500 files
totalling 13Gb) to the Guild’s library archive.

It’s so easy to concentrate your time on the aspects that you
like doing best. For me | like the analysis and constructing
family trees. Since | work on my Skyrme ONS 3-4 evenings a
week, my time roughly splits as follows. Every Friday | check for
new records that have been uploaded. This includes Ancestry,
FamilySearch and FindMyPast’s Friday blogs. Many are for
updated datasets, and FMP is best in this respect in that you
can see if you’'ve already downloaded a record that it finds.
| use the advanced search feature on the British Newspaper
Archive since you can select the date range when articles were
added.

Other evenings | work on updating my master database (Family
Historian), connecting trees, writing up and preparing articles
for publication, giving each roughly the same time, say 2-3
hours a week. So all together | try and progress each of the full
range of ONS tasks.

Joining the Dots (People)

Some of the biggest frustrations are when you have a record
for a person but you don’t know to which family that person
belongs. It’s even more difficult when a newspaper article
simply refers to a Mr Skyrme. Here you need detective
work. Try to identify potential candidates by searching
for individuals who have something in common, such as
age range or location. When | go through parish records,
| literally go page by page looking for all people not just
with the surname of my ONS but also the surnames of known
spouses. | have quite often found new people for my ONS
from images which have not been correctly transcribed by
the major commercial sites.

Initially it does mean that you have records of many ‘orphaned’
individuals. But by searching around you collect records that
may be related, e.g. wills, leases. This is one area where | still
use paper or index cards, since you can write down hypotheses
and shuffle and group potential members of the same family.
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It is also very satisfying when you think you have solved the
puzzle.

Focussing on Outputs

Ultimately, your ONS will outlive you and become your
legacy, only if you create some outputs that others can use.
Using my management experience, | start with a vision of
where | want to get to, then work out the steps. For me the
types of output | want to leave are:

e An updated profile on the one-name.net website.

o Awebsite (currently www.skyrme.info) which is replicated
at skyrme.one-name.net.

o Articles in family history journals (and JOONS, of course!).

o Trees and narratives generated from my database that |
send out on request.

o A GEDCOM database for my successor.

e A complete set of computer files with lists, indexes
and images (censuses, BMD records, local histories,
photographs, scans of original documents etc.).

Just as | inherited a CD when | took over the Skyrm(e) ONS in
2014, | have a structured set of computer files on my PC. Any
files or documents that are on paper have been photographed
or scanned. My PC has 5,000 records that | have downloaded
but not processed. These would be useful to whoever takes
over my ONS later.

Whilst the GEDCOM database and supporting computer files
are updated almost daily, | set myself targets for the first two
outputs, such as at least two articles a year, and 6 or more
website updates. But please don’t check, since I’ve not always
met my target!

Collaborative Working

One of the benefits of having visible outputs is that it often
generates correspondence. As a result of someone reading
an article or viewing your website, they get in touch and we
find that we have been working the same branch of a family
and that we can fill in gaps for each other. Connections are
also made on websites like Ancestry where other people
are working on the same family. For myself, | have declined
to upload my work to Ancestry - there are some enormous
howlers there, e.g. someone having a child when they were
only 8 or even 108 years old! | once did upload trees to my
website, but my approach now is to selectively email sections
of trees to those with a genuine interest. However, using a
service like TNG (The Next Generation) which is supported
by GOONS is an option that many One-Namers use.

There are, of course, many family history societies and other
websites that have forums where users can collaborate.
Collaborating with others is a useful check on the accuracy of
what you are doing.

Staying Organized

With an ONS you collect a lot of information at various
stages of processing. It may be raw data, images of original
documents, transcripts. With a bit more processing, you
may have indexes and lists, entries in a database (either

in a family history program or a program such as Custodian
4). And finally there may be published material (pedigrees,
books, articles etc.).

The challenge is to develop a work-flow system that works
for you. It must also be such that others can replicate your
findings. Here is mine:

« Download a record (image, transcript etc.) into a relevant
“To Process’ folder. My folders are organised by category,
e.g. Places with subcategories BMD, Censuses, Mis etc.

» Give each record an identifiable filename - mine are of
the format: date, surname, forename, description, source
(e.g. 1783.10.28 Skyrme, William - creditors notice,
Hereford Journal)

e Process a record - enter details into a list or index (I have
indexes for BMD, passenger lists etc) and also the master
database

o Refile the record moving it from ‘To process’ to the relevant
ONS folder/subfolders. | have about 20 subfolders. Those
which are not related to place include criminal, medical
records, military, occupations, wills and probate etc.

e Add a link to the media in the master database.

« Doing regular backups, including off-site backups such as
in the cloud or through the ONS preservation service.

Above all, you must clearly identify your sources and their
quality. Simply writing ‘Ancestry’ or ‘FMP’ is not sufficient. What
is the citation for the original document? If it’s a parish record
is it from the original register, a bishop’s transcript, or someone
else’s transcript (e.g. done by a family history Society). If it’s a
census, put in the full reference e.g. RG13/5123/176 p33. How
reliable is it if it is a secondary source, such as a transcript?
| often find discrepancies in dates where two transcripts
disagree - enter them both, and possibly later you may see the
original image (which if the date is blurred may still leave you
with an ambiguity). Helen Osborn’s book Genealogy: Essential
Research Methods is worthy of study.

Conclusion

I have described my methods of addressing the challenges of
running a One-Name Study. Everyone will have an approach
and use the software and tools that work best for them. The
important thing to bear in mind is: “could someone else
make sense of what | have done and pick up from where |
left off”?

| hope that you have found some useful tips from reading this
article and | look forward to seeing future JOONS articles from
which | can extract ideas to improve my own approach.

David is studying the surname Skyrme with variants
Skerm, Skirm, Skyrm, Skyrmes, Skyrms and the surname
Yardy with the variant Yeardye and can be contacted at
davidskyrme@yahoo.co.uk. David’s registered websites
are www.skyrme.info and www.yardy.org.uk.
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Were Your Ancestors Slave Owners?

by Peter Rushen (2637)

When | started on my genealogical journey in rural England
thirty plus years ago little did | know where it would take me.

The paper trail led me through the countryside villages
in Essex, the likes of Little and Great Totham to All Saints
church in Great Braxted and St. Andrew in Bulmer. Whilst the
definitive trail petered out in 1707 it could be followed with
some conjecture, due to the unusual surname of Rushen and
its variants, into the county of Suffolk. From Bury St. Edmunds
| travelled with William Rushing to the christening of his son
Wililm in Clare in 1593 and to the marriage of an Elizabeth
Rushan to a William Cole in Sudbury in 1525.

That seemed to be the end of the trail, or was it? | had been
diagnosed with dupuytren’s contracture and the surgeon
suggested it indicated | had Scandinavian ancestry. A few
dollars and a sample later | found | had a YDNA match with an
individual in the United States with the surname Rushing and
my deep ancestry did show Scandinavian ancestry.

The DNA results piqued my interest, such that | invested more
dollars with Family Tree DNA, taking my match search to 111
markers. Lo and behold | had matches at a Genetic Distance of
one, two and three with four other male Rushing testers.

What now? Who were my Rushing cousin families in the USA,
where did they live, where did they come from?

Using a combination of my DNA cousins family tree research,
David Donhue’s, “Rushings of Kentucky, Illinois and Tennessee”,
and other online documentation, | built a database of Rushing
families containing seven thousand plus members.

The Puritan migration from Suffolk covered the period 1620
to 1640. Did some of my ancestors join the fleet of ships to
Colonial America in 1630? Led by the flagship “Arbella” they
carried many people from Essex and Suffolk to the new lands.

The majority of European colonists to the new world were
English people who arrived as indentured servants and who
owed labour time, often up to seven years, to wealthier patrons
who had paid for their passage to gain land and labourers. The
English government provided land grants to such patrons under
a headright system, to encourage the settlement of more
people in the colony.

Finding ancestors in the USA is very difficult as over time much
has been lost even if it was recorded in the first place. There
was no requirement to record baptisms, marriages and burials
as was the case in England. Some details were recorded in
family bibles but their survival over time is luck. Some Court
records and land grants have survived but there is no central
repository.

Among the earliest estimates of population during the colonial
period, in the first third of a century, or by 1640 when Parliament
gained the ascendency in England, British America contained a
little over twenty five thousand whites, sixty percent of them
in New England and most of the remainder in Virginia. At the

restoration of the monarchy in1660 the total was about eighty
thousand. the greatest gain being in Virginia and Maryland.

At the close of the first one hundred years after the earliest
English settlement in America when all of the original States
had been founded, the whole population of the country was
estimated at only two hundred and sixty two thousand, of
which each colony where the Rushings’ were to be found in
the records, contained the following numbers: Virginia 40,000,
North Carolina 5,000, South Carolina 7,000.

Early Rushing Records

On the 30 January 1654 James Rushen married Ursula
Wathmoll at Christchurch on the island of Barbados. On 21
September 1657 Ursula gave birth to a son James and on 5
August 1659 she gave birth to a daughter, Ursula. Where did
they come from, where did they go?

1661 - 1662 Mathew Rushing was on a Jury Panel in Charles City
County, Virginia. Was he the Mathew born in Clare, Suffolk in
1633 whose father was William “the younger”?

This sets the time frame for the first American mainland
Rushing records.

1667 James Russhin acquires an indenture (debt or purchase)
in New Kent County, Virginia.

1679 William Russhin dies and leaves an estate to his orphan son
named Mathew Russhin in Charles City County, Virginia. 1690
Mathew Russhin comes of age and claims his fathers estate.

DNA Database

| built a database of four hundred people using only
information obtained from my matches on Ancestry and
FTDNA and this took me to my earliest possible recorded
ancestor. | ignored matches given by some who jumped to
a conclusion, without evidence, that they matched to a
Rushen/Rushing in England by name only.

The earliest family | matched to, through their nine children
were, William D. Rushing (1723-1781) and Mary Elizabeth Paul
(1725-1790).

To see what happened to them | turned to the Federal Census
Returns.

The first full census began more than a year after the
inauguration of President Washington and shortly before
the second session of the first Congress ended. The law
required that every household be visited, that completed
census schedules be posted in “two of the most public places
within each jurisdiction, there to remain for the inspection
of all concerned...” and that “the aggregate amount of each
description of persons” for every district be transmitted to the
president.
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Census - 2 August 1790

As the federal census schedules of the state of Virginia for
1790 were destroyed by fire in 1814 the lists of the state
enumerations made in 1782 to1785, while not complete, have
been substituted. The index to Heads of Families Records
of the State Enumerations, published in 1908, reveals that
the Rushing families appear to have left Virginia. The same
publications issued for other States for 1790, by the Bureau
of the Census, reveals the Rushing descendants were now
living in Anson County, North Carolina.

The six inquiries in 1790 called for the name of the head of
the family and the number of persons in each household of the
following descriptions:

Anson County, North Carolina

Living Cheraws District, South Carolina

Free Free Free Slaves
White White White
males males females
above 16 | under 16

John Paul 2 1

Rushing

Frances 1 1

Rushing

Meliki 2

Rushing

Matthew 2

Rushing

Free Free Free Slaves
White White White
males males females
above 16 | under 16
Richard 1 4 4
Rushing
Abraham 1 3
Rushing
Jnr.
Jacob 1 1 3
Rushing
Rowland 2 3
Rushing
William 1 2
Rushing
Jnr.
Mack 2 2 3
Rushing
Sibrena 3 4
Rushing
Abrahan 3 2 3 3
Rushing
Philip 1 3 3
Rushing
Philip 1 2 2
Rushing
Jnr.
Mathew 1 2 2
Rushing
Soloman 1 4 4
Rushing
Noah 2 1 3
Rushing
Robert 2 4 4
Rushing
William 1 4 1
Rushing

Peter apologises but there is no marriage challenge
update this journal. The Guild is always looking for

volunteers to do a Challenge so please email him at
marriage-challenge@one-name.org if you think you can
contribute.

So by the first census in 1790 there were nineteen separate
Rushing families and two of those families had slaves.

In the 18% century more than 1.5 million people came from
the British Isles to America. The majority of newcomers to the
Western Hemisphere, however, were African slaves. About 10
million of them were brought over before 1800.

1800 Census

The schedule of inquiries, which were prescribed by the act,
called for much more information, the name of the county,
parish, township, town or city where the family resided, the
name of the head of the family and a statement for each family
of the number of free white males and females respectively,
under ten years of age, of ten and under sixteen, of sixteen
and under twenty six, of twenty six and under forty-five and
of forty-five years and upwards; the number of all other free
persons except Indians not taxed, and the number of slaves.

This census gives a better picture of the makeup of each of
the Rushing families and also allows the following of the early
migration to other States. It also acknowledges that it was not
just the rich or older landowners in society that owned slaves.

The majority of the Rushing’s living in Anson County, North
Carolina lived in the area of Fayetteville, which had only
formed in 1783 and become the capital of the State of North
Carolina in 1789. North Carolina was primarily a rural state
with small towns; the population of Fayetteville in 1800 was
less than 1000. During the period 1815 to 1850 the population
was held down by the emigration of residents to other States.

Of the twenty six Rushing families living in North and South
Carolina, six families owned a total of twenty six slaves.

By the 1830 census the Rushings had now spread out to the
different States, twenty families remained in Anson County,
North Carolina, and thirty-four were now in Tennessee and four
in Mississippi. Others were to be found in Alabama, Kentucky,
Georgia, Ohio and Massachusetts.

By the 1850 Slave Schedules fifty one Rushing family members
were named as slave owners, owning three hundred and two
slaves. These families all appeared to be ordinary people
farming the land from Alabama to Tennessee.

Do you have American ancestors, if you do, almost certainly
they owned slaves.
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Generations Past - A Selected List of Sources for Afro-American
Genealogical Research:

https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/bib guid/Generations.
pdf

Known Rushing Slave Families

This family began as slaves on a farm owned by a Rushing,
possibly Jessie, who lived in what was known as Anson
County, now White Store Area of Union County.

At the end of the Civil War when the slaves were freed they
took the name of the slave owner and left the farm, some
walking into the area that is now Marshville, North Carolina and
others walked towards what is now Lancaster, South Carolina.

Hampton Rushing was born in slavery circa 1840 on the
plantation of Jessie Rushing and was sold to the McCray family
and later sold to William Rushing from whom he was freed.

Jim Rushing, third son of Hampton and his wife Laura McMillian

Hampton, from the Lancaster group, married Mary Adaline and

they had five children. Secondly he married Irena Knotts and Peter is studying the surname Rushen with variants

they had eleven children. Rushant, Rushent, Rushin and can be contacted at
rushenhistory@hotmail.com. Peter’s registered
website is at www.rushenhistory.com.

Forthcoming Seminars

Saturday 13 May 2023

Travel and Mobility Seminar
Venue: Amersham Free Church, Woodside Road, Amersham HP6 6AJ
How did our ancestors get around in previous centuries? What prompted them to move around using different

methods of transport? And how did the growth of railways, shipping and canal networks impact on the shape of
their lives?

Saturday 8 July 2023

Delving Deep into Family History Documents Seminar
Venue: Whitmore Village Hall, Coneygreave Lane, Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5HX

How to ... read and interpret wills, date old photographs, read old handwriting, understand heraldry and get the
most out of the information provided on birth certificates.

October 2023

‘Apprenticeships, Friendly Societies, Guilds and Trade Unions’ Seminar

Venue: TBC

During our research we discover our ancestors’ occupations. They may have followed in their father’s footsteps,
worked on the land, joined the forces or gone into one of the ‘professions’. By learning more about ancestors’
employment we can understand more about the way they lived, why they might have migrated and to which
socio-economic group they belonged.
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The Barnum Surname
An Interesting Origin
by Patrick W. Barnum (4793)

William the Conqueror had a hand in it. What? How can that
be? What had William to do with the origin of our surname?
There’s an interesting story to be told.

For several centuries the spelling of our surname was
“Barnham” and there are still many families, primarily in
the British Isles, who use that spelling. Within a short time
after the arrival of the first member of the Barnham family
in the English colony of Connecticut, about 1640, the spelling
“Barnum” (and occasionally “Barnam”) appeared. In spite of
the spelling change, the pronunciation has remained essentially
the same from medieval times up to the present. Although the
surname Barnham and its variants may be found today in many
countries, years of research confirms the English origin. Still,
in spite of that certainty, documenting a more-exact “where”
and “when” has been a lengthy study with several twists and
turns over the centuries.

Barnham is a toponymic (locational) surname for any of the
towns or villages today called Barnham in the English counties
of Suffolk, Norfolk and Staffordshire. Toponymic surnames
were derived from — and originally designated — the place of
residence of the bearer. They were employed in France at an
early date (e.g., Ademesnil, “Adda’s property”; Quenneville
“Kenneth’s farm”) and were introduced into England by the
Norman conquerors, many of whom were known by the titles
of their estates.

Barnham in Suffolk is recorded as “Berneham” in the Domesday
Book of 1086, while the two villages in Norfolk and Staffordshire
appear in the same source as “Bernham”. Although the spelling
of those place names and of our surname has evolved over
the centuries from “Bernham” to “Barnham”, and to the later
variations “Barnum” (predominant worldwide today) and
“Barnam” (very rare), it is well to bear in mind the spelling
“Bernham” as we continue this discussion, for an interesting
and unexpected turn appears later in the study.

All of these place names have the same initial derivation. That
is, a combination of the pre-7*"-Century Old English byname
Beorn(a) [from Beorn (Old Norse Barn), a warrior] with the
Old English suffix “ham”, meaning homestead or village. In
addition to being the Old English word for warrior (or freeman
in Anglo-Saxon society), it was also a name used by some
noblemen, since “nobleman” was an alternate meaning. It is
related to the Scandinavian names Bjorn (Swedish) and Bjern
(Norwegian and Danish), meaning bear. The word baron also
developed from Beorn.

The basic meaning of Barnham in Old English, then, was the
homestead (-ham) of the family or followers of a man named
Beorn.

Sir Francis Barnham, MP, (1576-1646) discussed in his journal
the origin of the surname Barnham. He stated, “Our Name
as we have it by tradition, strengthened with probable
circumstances, and some good records (which | have heard

some of my friends say they have seene) was first gentilized,
or at least advanced, by Sir Walter Barnham, a Baron of the
Exchequer in the time of King Richard I, and soe continued in
a flowrishinge estate (at a place called Barnham in Suffolke
not far from Thetford, where divers descents of them lye
now buried) till the time of King Henry VI, all which | have
received from my grandmother, father, and uncles, whoe
spake it with much confidence, as being delivered to them, by
theire friends of the former age, and the truth of it assured
by divers records, however it is not that which | will binde on
as an infallible truth, because | my self have not seene that
which may soe absolutly assure it, and because | for myne
owne parte care not to fetch a pedegree farther then from the
certaine memory of a grandfather that was rich and honest,

”

and a father that was vertuous and wise;....”.

Sir Walter Barnham, mentioned in the journal entry above, was
probably born during the reign of Edward Ill (1327-1377). He
was Chancellor of the Exchequer during the reign of Richard
Il (1367-1400) and his term of office as Chancellor extended
from June 1377 to September 1399. Sir Walter is mentioned
in A Treatise enumerating the most Illustrious Families of
England (1686). It is stated there that, “Sir Robert Barnham
of Boughton-Monchensey, in the County of Kent, Baronet, a
Family of Signal Esteem, great Antiquity, and an ample Estate,
is descended from Sir Walter Barnham, Knight, Lord Chief
Baron of the Court of Exchequer in the Reign of King Richard
the Second”.

It was long thought that Sir Walter Barnham was the first bearer
of the Barnham surname (or was at least among the earliest
of them), since the adoption of surnames in England dates
from only about 1200 to 1300 C.E., Sir Walter was the earliest
documented user of that spelling, and he lived at Barnham
(then Barnham Rysks, now Barnham Broom) in Norfolk.
However, further research into the place name Bernham
recently revealed a surprising connection between the spelling
“Bernham” and the more-recent “Barnham”.

Here enters Godwin Halden, a freeman of Danish extraction
who held in King Edward’s time, under Earl Guert the brother
of King Harold, the lordship of Nettington in Smethdon
hundred. In 1070, shortly after the Conquest, William the
Conqueror awarded Godwin the lordship of Haylesdon
(Hellesdon/Helesden, written in the Domesday book as
Hailesduna), Oxnead and Bernham in South Erpingham and
Fourhow hundreds. Godwin subsequently resided at Bernham
Manor, Norfolk, near what is now Barnham Broom, and took the
surname de Bernham (later simply Bernham) from that place of
residence. Through the vagaries of medieval English spelling,
the place name Bernham and the family name de Bernham
mutated over the centuries to become Barnham.

Godwin was an ancestor of the Norfolk residents William de
Bernham (b. abt. 1154), Walter de Bernham (abt. 1264-abt.
1327) and their descendants. From that connection arises
another interesting surprise; one that ties the usage of the
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surname Bernham in 1070 to the use of the surname Barnham
and its variants by many present-day descendants, more
than nine centuries later. According to Burke, J. (1847). A
General Armory of England, Scotland, and Ireland, the arms of
Bernham are blazoned “Sable, a cross between four crescents,
argent”. That blazoning is identical with the arms granted
to a descendant of the aforementioned Sir Walter Barnham,
arms which were later quartered with those of several families
allied by marriage with the Barnham line of descent in Norfolk
and Suffolk. Thus, it can be seen that the spelling of our
surname evolved over the centuries from de Bernham (1070),
to Barnham (abt. 1350) to Barnum and Barnam (from abt. 1640
onward).

Unlike many surnames whose lines of descent originated
independently in different places and at different times, our
surname is quite rare and has been found to have the single
point of origin discussed above. All Barnham descendants who
have so far been able to provide a detailed family tree appear
to share a single line of descent. Barnham is the 58,337 most
common surname in the world, in use today by less than 8,700
persons worldwide.

Patrick is studying the surname Barnum with variants
Barnam, Barnham and can be contacted at patrick.
barnum@one-name.org. Patrick’s registered website
can be found at barnum.one-name.net.

Corr of the Day

Rodney Ernest Corr (23 March 1917 - 13 May 1942)

by Doreen Fawcett (6560)

Rodney was born in Dublin on 23 March 1917 to James Ernest
Corr and Effie Luke and was killed in a plane crash on 13 May
1942 whilst serving with the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
Service Number 118634. He was a Pilot Officer Observer with
17 Operational Training Unit of Bomber Command. He is buried
in Ramsey Cemetery in Cambridgeshire.

He was in a Bristol Blenheim IV plane which crashed in Thorney,
Peterborough, Northamptonshire after emerging from cloud
when returning from a practice bombing exercise. He had
previously served with the Royal Army Service Corps (R.A.S.C.)
as a Driver Corporal and had transferred to the Royal Air Force
after obtaining his commission.

Although Rodney was born in Dublin, by 1921 his family was
living in Leeds and he attended Leeds Modern School and later
on he was an art student at Leeds College of Art after winning
both Intermediate and Senior Art Scholarships. Rodney was
called up as a Territorial Reservist at the start of WWII and he
actually gained his Art Teacher’s Diploma in August 1939 while
serving in Ripon with 49t (West Riding) Divisional R.A.S.C. and
also took part in operations in Norway in 1940.

His father was James Ernest Corr (also known as J. Ernest
Corr) born 1884 in County Donegal and died in 1937 in Leeds -
Rodney was their only child. James was a talented artist and
was Master at the Leeds College of Art. Rodney’s mother was
Effie Luke, born 1883 in Dublin and was also a very talented
artist. Effie’s father Frederick Luke was headmaster at the
Metropolitan School of Art in Dublin.

J. Ernest Corr was the illustrator of a book “Druidean the
Mystic and Other Irish Stories” written by Mrs Nicholas Noble
and printed in 1913. J. Ernest was a student at the Metropolitan
School of Art as was Effie Luke - presumably this is where their
romance was kindled. J. Ernest won a Bronze Medal at the
School in 1908 for an enamelled panel and 3 Silver medals for
a set of 4 panels of animal subjects amongst other prizes. Effie
also won prizes at the college and in 1903 and her still life oil
painting of a copper water vessel was exhibited in the Victoria
& Albert Museum in London.
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Doreen is studying the surname Corr and can be
contacted at Meadows1952@hotmail.com.
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My Father - Leonard Ward (1913-2007)

An Unexpected Source of Information

by Sue Mastel (4698)

One verse of the poem our elder daughter composed and read
at Len’s Memorial Service, goes ....

“It’s his love of all things technical, from his Austin to
his Rover

And his last car, nicknamed ‘Mrs Mop’, was known the
county over

It’s his passion for photography - he self-developed lots
Mastering the chemicals (if never quite the shots!)”

... I didn’t realise back then that those twin passions of motor
cars and photography would lead to new discoveries about my
father, long after his death!

When, quite a few years ago, | created a website about our
own family history, on the page about my Dad [https://www.
mastelfamily.com/leonardward] | included a copy of the
rather crumpled photo he had kept in his wallet throughout
his adult life, which showed not his beloved wife Mary but
himself standing behind one of his first motor cars, Reg. No.
MV 1344. Much to my surprise, | was contacted late last year by
a man, coincidentally named Austin, who had found the web
page about my dad after searching for the above Registration
Number online and had confirmed from the ‘Register of
Previous Owners’ that Leonard Ward was indeed a previous
owner of the car. It turned out, Austin had recently bought
this very car to renovate and was keen to know if | had any
more old photographs of the car to discover what type of body
should be fitted to the chassis.

Following a lengthy trawl through all the photo albums and
shoe boxes full of Len’s photos (which have been sitting in our
spare room since we cleared his house), much to my surprise,
| found not only a much clearer copy of the photo which had
travelled the world in his wallet for almost 70 years, but also a
number of photos of his OTHER motor cars, most of which had
the year and place where they were taken written on the back!

One old motor car looks much the same as another to me, so |
sent copies of ALL eleven photos to my newly discovered friend,
who had no trouble at all in identifying the models pictured. It
transpired that the photos represented four cars in total; the
car depicted above was an Austin Ulster MV 1344; there was
also an Austin Chummy HR 9756 and an Austin 7 ‘Open Road’
JW 9133, as well as a Morris Bullnose HU 1833. Remarkably
each model of car included at least one clear image of its
Registration Number! | attached a page of the images (now
nicely labelled and sorted by model type and with dates and
Registration Numbers recorded) to Len’s page on the website
[https://www.mastelfamily.com/photos-of-len-s-cars].

I don’t know if it was as a result of my newly published
information, but almost immediately | was contacted by
Andrew, ANOTHER car enthusiast who had completed the
renovation of Len’s Austin Open Road JW 9133, and included
photographs of the transformed motor car. There is a link to
Andrew’s photos and his account of the renovation on the
above page of photos of Len’s cars, which includes even more
coincidences ... click on the red car.

And to round the story off nicely, this week a family friend
(who also has an interest in renovating elderly motor cars) sent
me a copy of ‘Automobile Magazine’ March 2022 issue, page
81 of which includes a whole page of photos of the current
(still unrenovated) state of Austin’s Austin Ulster MV 1344,
The article reveals that there were numerous posts about the
correct body to put on the chassis of this ‘important car’ on
the Austin Seven Friends forum. | visited the forum and located
77 posts, one describing it as a “matching numbers 10 stud
unblown Ulster” ?72? The link to a copy of the Automobile
Magazine article can be found on the ‘photos-of-len-s-cars’
page. When the current owner eventually decides which is the
correct body to fit to the chassis, | hope to be able to add a
photograph of the finished car on my website.

Whoever suggested Family History could be a lonely activity?
You can ‘meet’ all sorts of new people, even in lockdown, and
you can expand your knowledge base on so many new topics!

Sue is studying the surname Adamthwaite and can be
contacted at sue.mastel@one-name.org.

Sue’s registered website can be found at
adamthwaite.one-name.net.

On the reverse of the attached photo
is written “Me and Austin Seven at
Dymchurch 1938”.
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DNA Solves Mystery of Walter Pidgeon

by lan C. Pidgeon (3588)

Over the past twenty-odd years, while researching my surname
of Pidgeon, | have often been contacted by other Pidgeons who
would tell me that “we think we must be related to Walter
Pidgeon.” Others would ask if that were possible, or likely.
And in every case, | have had to tell them that it is extremely
unlikely!

Walter Pidgeon, Hollywood Film-star

Walter Davis Pidgeon was born on 23 September 1897 at St
John, New Brunswick, Canada. After the first world war he
moved to Boston, Ma. where he acted in amateur theatricals.
In 1923 he moved to New York and in 1925 made his debut
on Broadway, before heading out to Hollywood, where he
made several silent films before the arrival of the talkies.
In a career extending over 50 years he acted in over 130
movies, he was twice nominated for an Oscar as Best Actor
(but didn’t win) in Mrs. Miniver (1942) and Madame Curie
(1943), two of several films in which he appeared with Greer
Garson. Much more about his successful career, however, can
be found on the internet.

The Pidgeons of St John, NB

Walter’s parents were Caleb Burpee Pidgeon and his third wife
Hanna Sophronia Sangborn. CB (as he was known) ran a Boots
and Clothing store on the corner of Main and Bridge Streets
in Indiantown, St John. CB was born in 1848, the son of David
Manchester Pidgeon and Susan Amelia Davis. David Manchester
was born in 1818, one of a dozen children born to Jacob Henry
Pidgeon and Mary Brittain.

The family tree of these Pidgeons of St John has been developed
over the past few years and can be seen here: http://www.pid-
gen.uk/PIDGEON/Trees/Tree St-John.html. It is a decadency
chart of Jacob Henry Pidgeon, with seven branches showing
the descendants of his seven sons. Many of them, like Walter
himself, migrated south and west to various parts of the USA
and Canada. Nothing, however, has ever been found which
says where Jacob Henry came from. One of his grandsons once
claimed that his parents had been ship-wrecked, and that
tallies with the story of the Martha.

Shipwreck of the Martha

When the ‘Rebels’ of America declared independence from
Britain in 1776, fighting went on for another seven years,
until a peace treaty was signed in Paris in 1783. Later that
year, many people loyal to the British empire left America.
Some returned to Britain, others fled north to what would
become Canada, some travelling overland to what is now
Ontario, others sailing up the coast to Nova Scotia.

On 15 September 1783 a fleet of 12 transport ships under the
protection of a frigate was assembled in the harbour of New
York. Over 3800 Empire Loyalists (both soldiers and civilians)
embarked on what became known as the Fall Fleet. Among
them were 181 men, women and children on board the Martha,
a decrepit 30-year-old transport ship. A senior army officer on
the ship was Captain Patrick Kennedy of the Maryland Loyalists.

He later wrote a detailed account of what happened to a friend
in New York, where it was published in the year 1800.

When the fleet set sail for Nova Scotia, the Martha was the
last in line, and when the tide turned and with strong winds
blowing against her, she was unable to leave the harbour.
She was forced to anchor overnight, and set off, alone, the
following morning. They avoided the treacherous waters
around Nantucket, and on the evening of the 215t saw the coast
of Nova Scotia in the distance. The captain decided to heave
to and stand off for the night, and sail into port the following
morning. However, during the night disaster struck.

After dark, the wind increased and the ship was surrounded by
a howling gale. Shortly after midnight there was an almighty
crack, as the main mast split in two and much of the rigging
came down with it. A couple of hours later, there was another
great crash as the ship hit some hidden rocks. It started to
break up, and as soon as dawn arrived, the boats were lowered.
But before anyone could get into the long boat, anther mast
fell and wrecked it. The captain ordered the crew into the
only other boat, the yawl, and they rowed off leaving the
passengers to fend for themselves.

Bit by bit the ship broke up on the rocks, forcing the passengers
to cling on to smaller and smaller pieces, many of them
drowning in the process. Eventually, about two days later, some
passing fishermen in rowing boats rescued about 50 survivors
(including Captain Kennedy) and took them to Yarmouth, on
the coast of Nova Scotia. Here they were well treated and
then taken north across the Bay of Fundy to a new settlement
on the banks of the St John river. Captain Kennedy returned
to his native Ireland, from where he wrote his account of the
shipwreck to his friend in New York.

Amongst the survivors were five children, and it is believed
that one of them was an eleven-year-old boy named Jacob
Henry Pidgeon, whose parents were amongst those who had
drowned. He was well looked after, and grew up in the new
community of St John, where he met and married Mary Brittain
sometime around 1798.

But where did young Jacob Henry and his parents come from?
That has remained a mystery - until now!

Pidgeon DNA Project

During the early years of working on my Pidgeon ONS |
had found that Pidgeon families could be traced back to a
number of different places, such as the counties of Devon,
Norfolk and Shropshire in England, and various places in
Ireland. Were these all one and the same family, or were
they different, unrelated ‘flocks’ of Pidgeons? This was a
question which haunted me for several years, and | was not
confident that | could ever find records old enough to answer
it. When FamilyTreeDNA of Houston, Texas appeared on the
scene, offering Y-DNA tests, | realised that they were the
means to finding the answer. | bought my own test in 2008
and have since encouraged about 40 other male Pidgeons
to follow suit. And the answer is - different flocks arose in
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different places. Those of us with Devon ancestry are related
to each other, but not to those of others whose ancestry goes
back to Norfolk, Shropshire, etc. And likewise for those of
the other places.

One Pidgeon family was traced back to the villages of
Adlestrop and Kingham, on either side of the Gloucestershire
and Oxfordshire border. As we are advised, two distant
cousins were tested - Gordon and Geoffrey - but they failed
to match on even 12 markers (which was all that Geoffrey
had purchased). Gordon immediately owned up to having
a possible non-paternity event (NPE) in his family, and so it
proved. His great-grandfather Eli Pidgeon had been born a
Smith and adopted two months later as a Pidgeon, when his
mother married Philip Pidgeon. And therein lies another story

Earlier this year | was browsing through some of the Pidgeon
Y-DNA results when | noticed that Geoffrey had an exact match
with another Pidgeon. Why had | not noticed this before? And
who was this other Pidgeon? Two questions, with two different
answers.

First of all, because Geoffrey had only tested 12 markers, |
had not been notified of any match. | had subscribed to being
notified only of matches on 37 markers or more.

Secondly, the match was with one Bayard Pidgeon. | had been
contacted by Bayard’s partner the previous November, and |
was able to identify him on the family tree of the Pidgeons of
St John. Realising that here was a male Pidgeon related to the
famous Walter Pidgeon, | had persuaded him to buy a 37-marker
Y-DNA test. His results were published just before Christmas,
a busy time, and | did not initially have access to Bayard’s
results. When | did, however, he had no matches with any
other Pidgeon (on 37 markers). This had been disappointing,
and quickly forgotten.

Now, after noticing the exact 12-marker match between
Bayard and Geoffrey, | persuaded Geoffrey to upgrade his
results to 37 markers. The results were published in March,
and - Bingo! They matched with a genetic distance of 4. This
was not close, but with the same surname, and no known
connection for at least 6 generations, it was close enough to
confirm the relationship between the Pidgeons of St John and
those of Adlestrop and Kingham!

The Pidgeons of South-West Midlands

The earliest known ancestor of Geoffrey was John Pidgin.
He was born at Sutton-under-Brailes, Warwickshire in 1731
and married at Kingham in 1752 to Elizabeth Huckin. Their
first child Thomas Pidgin was baptised at Kingham on 29
November 1753, and nothing more is known about him.
There is no record of either a marriage or a death of anyone
who might have been him. So, did he somehow find his way
to America, either as a soldier or a prospective farmer? Did
he marry there or take a young wife with him? If Jacob Henry
was 11 years old in 1783, he would have been born about
1772, when Thomas Pidgin was about 18 years old. Could
Thomas have been the father of Jacob Henry? It is possible,
but not the only possibility.

Other Pidgeons were born at Sutton-under-Brailes and
neighbouring villages such as Whatcote. Unfortunately, there
are few living male Pidgeons, known to be descendants of
those who lived in this area in the 18™ century and earlier, so
it has not so far, been possible to find other DNA matches. One
such descendant, another Walter Pigeon whose ancestors also
emigrated to Canada in the 19% century, does not match any
other male Pidgeon, which suggests that either his ancestor
came from elsewhere to Sutton-under-Brailes, or was not
actually a Pidgeon (another NPE in his male line? Many of his
matches bear the name of Monroe or similar. Could he be
related to Marilyn?!).

The Mystery Solved

Finally, however, we can now say with confidence that the
ancestor of Walter Pidgeon the film star was English (rather
than Irish) and that he came from a family which lived in
the south-west Midlands, close to the borders between
Warwickshire, Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire. And that his
family is related to the Pidgeons of Adlestrop and Kingham.

lan is studying the surname Pidgeon with variants Pidgen,
Pidgon, Pigeon and can be contacted at i.c.pidgeon®
ntlworld.com. lan’s registered website can be found at
www.pid-gen.uk and his DNA project website at www.
familytreedna.com/public/Pidgeon.
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What is a Surname?
by Sue Paul (Member 6417)

We are trying to find a way of reducing the emphasis on
the worldwide aspect of a study since we think that this
frightens off members joining.

Chairman’s Report, Journal, Volume 14 Issue 7
This was a much welcome message for me. Let me explain.

As a new member of the Guild in 2014, | wrote an article for
the journal entitled What Exactly is a Surname? In it | explained
that | am only known by the name | am as the result of numerous
arbitrary choices made by the parents of illegitimate children
in my family, second generation immigrants in my husband’s,
and me when | married. The surname | use could be any of six.
Eight years and three conferences on, | am none the wiser. This
is not a good look for a member of the Guild and | cast envious
glances at members who can say, with confidence, that they
can trace their name back to its single progenitor.

My study name, Bowry, is one of the six by which | could
be known. | am no further forward in identifying any single
progenitor. There are probably multiple ones but this, in itself,
is not the issue. Nor is the free use by holders of the name of all
the registered variants [Bowrey, Bowery and Bowrie] up until
fairly recent times. | now know that one family line changed
their name to or from Bowrey, Bowery and Bowry to Bowrer,
Bower, Bowers and Brown. In the main, this is simply a nice
example of the evolution of surnames. Brown was probably an
alias in this family similar to the family known as Baker alias
Bowry. Hopefully there will be interesting stories to uncover
about them. The Kent family that changed from using Bowra
to Bowrea, Bowery and Bowerey is more interesting because
many sources claim that Bowry is a variant of Bowra but | have
found no other examples of this so far.

Unlike when | started my study, my belief now is the Bowry
name [and its variants] had a small number of origins in England
and, perhaps, Scotland and Ireland. As in any study, many of
the holders of the name have emigrated taking the surname
with them. | know that there were early immigrants to America
as well as missionaries in the Caribbean from the family line
originating in Bristol but there are also Afro-Caribbean holders
of the name who have emigrated to this country. These point
to a difficult period of our history but, even when a surname is
forced on an individual, it is clear that we are still referencing
the same surname, whatever its spelling.

I have far more difficulty with another group of holders of
the surname Bowry. In this case it is an indigenous name of
India, rather than an Anglo-Indian family name. In the forms
Bowry and Bowrie, it is primarily found in the Narmada valley
of Madhya Pradesh where Bowries were basket makers and
vagrants, and in Rajastan where Bowries are water holes. Due
to immigration, a few occurrences of this name are increasingly
being recorded in the United Kingdom. This is clearly not the
“same” name as that originating from the UK. Does it belong
in my study? We have all seen television programmes where
someone returns to their ancestral village in India to be
presented with a long list of ancestors going back centuries.

| am far from convinced that such a list would be available
for a descendant of vagrants. Research of such a name on the
Indian sub-continent would surely be extremely challenging. |
cannot see how tracing this version of the surname would add
anything to my study of the British variants.

This issue can, perhaps, be further illuminated by another of
the names in my tree, also mentioned in my earlier article,
Sirko. This is an Eastern European Jewish surname, derived
from Sarah, usually found in this country from the twentieth
century with distinctly Slavic given names. This is far from
the situation in my family here before then. In 1798, my four
times great grandparents Andrew Solco [alternatively Scracro]
married Mary Morrison at St George in the East parish church,
Wapping. Their only known child was born 14 September 1800
and baptised Andrew Francis Sorco seven days later at Virginia
Street Catholic Chapel. All the circumstantial evidence points
to Andrew senior being Italian but these are the only known
records for him. It is possible his name was an anglicised version
of Cerco (an occupational name connected to the circus). For
the remainder of his life following his baptism, Andrew Francis
used the surname Sirko. He had just two daughters but three
wives and a further partner. These are the only seven people to
have held this instance of the surname and died out with him
in 1869. What is clear it that there is no connection between
them and any other holders of the name.

| feel as detached from the other holders of the Sirko name
as | do those of Indian origin called Bowry and Bowrie. Is this
because | shy from the challenge of surname research in either
the Indian subcontinent or Eastern Europe? Possibly. | feel
that it will add nothing to my understanding of the roots of
either name in my family. When | took on my study, | agreed to
research the genealogy and family history of all persons with a
given surname and its linked variants and, as the Guild website
makes clear, for many names ... there may not be a single
origin. For me, this commitment revolves round the definition
of surname. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, this
is a hereditary hame common to all members of a family, as
distinct from a forename or given name. There is no reference
to ethnicity but it does imply that a surname is tied to a
family. We happily research holders of a surname who are not
members of our family.

Why, then, do | have so much difficulty with name origins
outside the United Kingdom and Ireland? The roots of many UK
surnames are from outside the country. Am | unique with this
problem? Do other Guild members embrace such challengers
or do they turn a blind eye to similar anomalies? Certainly,
reducing the emphasis on the worldwide aspect of a study
would make me more comfortable but is that compatible with
the commitment | accepted?

Sue is studying the surname Bowry with variants Bowery,
Bowrey, Bowrie and can be contacted at:
suecarolpaul@gmail.com
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The Guild’s Global Datastores are going Global

by Julian Baker (Datastore Admin, 7368)

Much behind the scenes activity over recent months has
meant that we now have a platform ready to grow the Global
Datastores further, a key part of the Guild’s role in sharing
information to help others, and in preserving our research for
future generations.

Marie Byatt covered the developments in Guild Indexes in
the last edition of the Journal - in particular the parallel
development of Marriage Indexes, and Global Datastores. It’s
now my job to tell you about how the new Global Datastores
will work.

The datastore is a combination of individual datasets in the
form of excel CSV files submitted by members. Each data file
must be identifiable as one of five different data types - Birth,
death, census, probate or other (and not a combination of
these). At the time of writing there were a total of 840,594
datastore records of which 687,423 were available for public
viewing. A fuller break down is shown below:

Available to: Births Deaths | Probate | Census Other
Members only 61793 42805 5008 43142 423

Public 308670 232679 13092 114975 18007
Total 370463 275484 18100 158117 18430

The key building block in the new datastores is that there
will be a common set of data columns for each entry in the
datastore, whatever the type of dataset - Year, month, day,

You can choose whether you want access to your datastore
limited to Guild members only, or for it to be publicly accessible
(the default would be for public access). All new datastore
entries (and most of the existing ones) will show the submitting
member as a contact for enquiries about further information
- in line with the commitments made when registering your
study.

Datastore admin can give you advice about the scope of your
datasets (e.g. do you put all your births in one file, or separate
out the high volume births into separate files?), and show
you how others have presented information in the non-core
customised columns.

Inevitably, members will want to update their datastores from
time to time as new information becomes available, and the
admin function can provide you with excel copies of what is
currently held - you just need to add the new information and
send it back (noting that the new data needs to be substituted
for the old).

The datastores area can be reached through the Guild Indexes
page (under the Resources menu of the website). Clicking
Member’s Datastores takes you through to the Datastores page
https://one-name.org/members-datastores/. Here there are
links to the search page, to a list of individual datastores by
study, advice on constructing datasets, and guidance on linking
datastores to your website. An example of a search for all data
types for the year 1909 for the Kemball study is shown below:

surname, forename, place and country.

The supplementary non-core customised columns are for
members to determine based on the nature of the records;
for example, many members include baptism/burial
information as a part of their births/deaths data.

This means that a search of the datastores on a particular
study, or just surname, will generate all the entries held
in the datastore whether from census, births, deaths,
probates etc; these can be filtered down on the search to
be more specific e.g. specifying deaths or census records
only, or even by places. The other big advantage of the
new approach is that a common data format means users
will get used to the layout of the search results much more
quickly.

Search terms:

start year
end yeur; 1609

Shawing resills 1 to 66 of &8,
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]
Bumrowey

KEMBALL | Bert charles | Kemball wetn | Wostwich EHGLAND

1908 | MEMHALL |Edith emily | Membal wirth | Cosford ENGLAND
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Pewman

death | (rwvesend ENGLANT!

Eathiven
mahel

The main focus of the existing datastore records is births,

deaths and census entries, but members have also developed
“other” datasets dealing with immigration and travel, military
service and casualties, adoptions, obituaries, and location e.g.
electoral registers or land tax etc.

One big change from the previous datastores is that members
don’t now need to register for a datastore anymore. You just
need to send an excel file for a particular type of datastore in
the right format to datastore admin, who, once a quick check
on conformance has been completed, will upload the file on
your behalf.

It’s been a mammoth effort to move the old data into the new
datastores, and I’m very fortunate to have come into this role
right at the end of that process! So, a big thanks to all those
who have been part of that back-breaking effort.

| am very happy to be contacted by members via datastore-
admin@one-name.org over the formatting of datasets why
certain fields must not be empty, the mystery of the * in helping
make effective searches, indeed anything to make you feel
more comfortable about contributing to this growing resource.

Julian is studying the name Luetchford and can be
contacted at luetchford@one-name.org.
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Forthcoming Seminar

“Researching your One-Name Study Abroad”
Seminar
Tuesdays 7, 14, 21 and 28 February 2023 at 7.30 pm (GMT)

This series of 4 online seminar presentations will look at genealogy research in a number of overseas countries in Europe
and beyond.

Programme

Tuesday 7 February 2023 Researching Surnames in Germanic Europe
- Peter Towey (134)

Tuesday 14 February 2023 Researching Huguenot Ancestry in France
- Emma Cox (8441)

Tuesday 21 February 2023 Barbados’ significance for your ONS and its Core Genealogical Datasets
- Bob Cumberbatch (4039)

Tuesday 28 February 2023 The Guided Research resource in Family Search: Where & How to Search BMD

Records for 22 Countries: American Samoa to Wales
- Darris Williams (4633)

Registering for the seminar

For information please visit the Guild website https://one-name.org/seminar-events/ where you will be able to register for
each session from 8 January 2023.

Sessions will be recorded and placed on the Guild website shortly after each session has concluded. You do not need to
register for the webinar in order to view the recording later.

Questions

It will also be possible to add questions to the ‘Chat’ panel during the seminar. If there is insufficient time to answer all of
these, they will be sent to the relevant speakers for a reply after the seminar.
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How do | register a one-name stuady?

A one-name study may be registered either when joining
the Guild or subsequently as a Guild member by visiting the
Guild Shop. A once-only registration fee is payable for each
study registered, although the fee includes the registration
of a reasonable number of variants.

The Guild recognises that a one-name study can
represent a considerable amount of work to research and
maintain. Before registering a study name, members are
recommended to have at least established an understanding
of the expected size and extent of the study, and the likely
geographical areas to which research should be directed.

Each study listed in the Register of One-Name Studies
is classified into one of three categories, 1, 2 or 3. The
category designations are intended to give a rough idea of
the progress and maturity of the study. The study principles
may be helpful here.

The designations of the categories used at present is as
follows:

o Category 1: A study where research using core
genealogical datasets and transcriptions is in its early
stages.

o« Category 2: A study where research using core
genealogical datasets and transcriptions is well under
way, but currently in some countries only.

o« Category 3: A study where research using core
genealogical datasets and transcriptions is well under
way on a global basis.

After their study has been registered, members may update
their categorisation as they wish.

Guild members are currently allowed to register no
more than three separate one-name studies, though it is
recommended that only one name is registered by new
members. A reasonable number of variant surnames can
also be registered within each study. Registered variants
may be names held by living name bearers or where all
lines are now extinct, and should be registered only if the
member is studying them as fully as the principal registered
name. Your view of which spellings are genuine variants
of your registered study name may change as your study
develops, and you can add or drop variants within your study
at any point. It is good practice to register only the most
frequently-found variants, and almost all one-name studies
are, in practice, researching or monitoring more variants
than those formally associated with the registration of the
surname.

Any given surname may be registered as a study or variant
by only one member, on a “first come, first served” basis.

The Registrar has the responsibility of assessing one-name
study registration requests, according to agreed criteria for
registrations. Members registering a name with the Guild
should be aware of the study principles of one-name studies
registered with the Guild.

The registration of any one-name study surname and
variants will lapse when membership ceases. Any individual
re-joining the Guild and wishing to re-register any surnames
and variants (if they are still available for registration)
will be required to pay the appropriate Registration Fee,
although the Committee, or the Registrar acting on its
behalf, may waive the fee if this is deemed appropriate.
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