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From the Committee…

by W. Paul Featherstone, Guild Chairman 

I wonder why so many members have not yet taken advantage 
of adding a description of their study on the free Guild website 
profile pages. It takes minutes to click onto the dropdown menu 

under your membership number, then ‘your details’ and then 
on ‘edit your profile’. It even has topic divisions so you can add 
details of variants, where the name originated,if you know. You 
can add details of any historical occurrences. The opportunities go 
on to cover Frequency, Distribution, you can even add what you 
are currently working on in the Data section. You can add a link 
to your DNA project to advertise it o visitors to your profile. The 
links section allows you to advertise your blog, Facebook group or 
website.

It is true that your contact details show up anyway if visitors search 
for your name, but you can tell them so much more about you and 
your study by filling in a few lines of information.

We are converting our paper archives into scanned digital archives 
and we have the opportunity to add to our BMD indexes - the 
many records that we now have of certificates that have now been 

converted. If you have a few hours to spare please contact our 
BMD Vault Coordinator at bmd-vault@one-name.org who I am 
sure would welcome more help.

Please also remember if you come across those many lists of names 
that can be found on walls just about everywhere you go, send an 
image to our inscriptions-index@one-name.org.

A reminder, nominations for Master Craftsman must be with the 
secretary by the 31 January 2020.

Wishing you all season’s greetings.

Best wishes,

W. Paul Featherstone

Chairman

Dear Kath, Love Ron: Letters 1937 to 1946 
Edited by Mike Spathaky

The Guild heard recently 
from member Mike 
Spathaky that his book, 

Dear Kath, Love Ron – Letters 
1937-1946 is to be published.

The book is the publication of 
the letters between his parents, 
during the period of 1937-1946 
which is of course through the 
turbulence of the Second World 
War.

I have not personally read the 
book, but I have ordered one 
which I have paid for. Copies of 
the book can be ordered directly 

from Mike via the book website which is linked here and from 
Amazon. n 

Julie Goucher

Creating your One-Name Study profile page

If you don’t already have a profile page it is a simple process to 
get one started.

Assuming you have logged in to the site, go to the “Members” 
item in the menu list at the top of the page, then select “My 
Details”. This will open a page that summarises the main data 
you have in the Guild database. It also provides a variety of links 
to other pages (some still on the old part of the website, which 
requires a separate log-in) where you can manage this information. 
At the top of that page are details of your study profile page or 
pages with links to either view or edit it / them, as highlighted on 
the example below the next paragraph.

If a profile page has not been created for your study, or one of your 
studies, it will have a “Create a profile page” link beside it. Just 
click on that to go to the “Application for a Guild profile page”. 
Read the information carefully, and if you are happy with the 
terms and conditions described and your details are correct, tick 
the “Yes” box and then click “Submit”. All being well your profile 
page will be instantly available for you to access and maintain. n

Paul Howes getting his 
father’s army records. 
The first person to do 
so using the on-demand 
service at RootsTech 
London.

Photos of the Guild stall at 
RootsTech London 2019

RootsTech photos courtesy 
of Peter Hagger

mailto:bmd-vault%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:inscriptions-index%40one-name.org?subject=
http://www.spathaky.name/dearkathloveron/home/index.html
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Marriage Challenge Update

by Peter Copsey MCG
(Marriage Challenge Coordinator, Member 1522)

In the recent July Journal I looked at two areas of England 
and Wales where there have been few Marriage Challenges 
and asked for volunteers to start to tackle these two areas, 

namely the counties of Cumbria and Herefordshire. You will see 
from our last Journal that three volunteers have come forward and 
at the moment three Marriage Challenges are underway in these 
counties; one in Cumbria and two in Herefordshire.

This time I am going to look at two counties in England that have 
been well served by Marriage Challenge in the past and to consider 
what can be done here. Let us look at Worcestershire and Sussex.  
Neither are covered by Ancestry or Findmypast imaging. There is 
only one Registration District in these two counties that has never 
had a Marriage Challenge; this is Lewes District in East Sussex.  
My first hope is to find a volunteer who lives near Brighton to 
give a Lewes Marriage Challenge an outing. East Sussex Record 
Office is at The Keep, Woollards Way, Brighton. Any Guild member 
who can reasonably easily get to The Keep and is willing to give 
Marriage Challenge a try to help fellow Guild members, please 
make contact. Please note that the Guild will generally refund all 
expenses for the Challenge.

The Challenges that have been done in the past in Worcestershire 
and Sussex were often done some ten years ago or thereabouts, 
with just a few exceptions. It is time for Repeat Challenges for 
these Districts. The old Challenges have been done in the past 
have been for the standard period of 1837 to 1911. It has been 
suggested to me that Challenges that extend after 1911, going as 
far as 1945 could be most useful.

During the two world wars, many men and women were displaced 
and their marriages can be found in unexpected places. This could 
be billeted soldiers, men asked to work in the pits and steelworks 
or Land Girls volunteering to move to the countryside and help 
with farm work. Finding a marriage in an unexpected place could 
be one of those eureka moments. Having a Marriage Challenge 
that spans the periods of the wars might solve some one-name 
mysteries.

It is attractive to look at Repeat and Extended Challenges. The 
number of requests will be much reduced for the “repeat” part 
because many members’ marriages were found in the original 
Challenge although new Guild members will benefit. The number 
of requests will obvious increase due to the “extended” period.  
Take the example of a Marriage Challenge for Pershore RD in 
Worcestershire, done originally in 2007. It could be repeated 
and extended 1837 to 1945. I would estimate that the number 
of requests to find marriages for such a Repeat and Extended 
Challenge to be handleable number.

I will give advice on what is needed and on any aspect of a 
Challenge that you are considering. Most Challengers find a 
Challenge a rewarding and interesting experience. Why not send 
me an email to marriage-challenge@one-name.org if you think 
you can contribute. n

There is one new challenge to announce:

Registration District and Period Request Deadline Challenger Challenger’s Email Key

Sevenoaks (Stage 2) 1890 - 1941 16 Feb 2020 Nick Miskin miskin@one-name.org B

Key B: Requests using the standard Excel template much preferred (see website), but willing to accept other formats.

Researching Surnames Booklet

The Guild’s latest publication is an attractive booklet, 
‘Researching Surnames’, written by Julie Goucher. It contains 

helpful advice and information for anyone undertaking a one-
name study. The booklet will be included in the welcome pack 
sent out to new members, but existing 
members can also obtain a copy. Even 
if you’re an experienced researcher, 
you may find useful tips inside. 

You can buy a printed copy through 
the Guild Shop for £2, or download 
a free PDF from the link in the 
Members’ Room. The booklet comes 
in two versions - one for the US, and 
an International version - so you can 
choose the most appropriate for your 
paper size and spelling preference. n

Guild Master Craftsman

Members are invited each year to nominate those members 
they consider are worthy to receive Fellowship of the Guild 

(MCG). The award recognises significant contribution to the run-
ning of the Guild or an excellence in One-Name Studies.

The nomination should include a short description of why the 
candidate deserves to be considered. There should be a summary of 
the contribution that the individual has made to either, promoting 
and understanding a one-name study or the contribution made in 
support the Guild in an administrative role.

Nominations can only be considered if the individual is a current 
member of the Guild and self-nominations are not permitted.

Nominations should be sent to the Guild Secretary (see inside front 
cover for address) or to secretary@one-name.org before the 
closing date of 1 February 2020. The new MCGs will be announced 
at the Annual General Meeting in Oxford on 25 April 2020. n

mailto:marriage-challenge%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:miskin%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:secretary%40one-name.org?subject=
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DNA for your ONS:
Is Your DNA Project Still There?

by Susan C. Meates MCG (DNA Advisor, Member 3710)

149 Guild Members have been removed as 
Administrator of their DNA Project.

Did that happen to you?
Starting in May 2018, Family Tree DNA sent emails to project 
administrators to log in and accept the new terms and 
conditions that were updated as a result of GDPR. At least 
three emails were sent to Project Administrators, and the 
emails also stated that the administrator would be deleted if 
they didn’t accept the new terms and conditions.

Here is the first email sent by Family Tree DNA:

On 24 May 2018, the message about accepting the new terms 
and conditions started appearing on the main project page 
when you logged into a Project

Here is the 2nd email sent by Family Tree DNA:

And the last email:

Multiple Journal articles told members about the issue of 
accepting the new terms, and/or if they weren’t getting 
emails to check the email address in their projects.

On 14 October 2018, Family Tree DNA removed all the 
administrators of projects where they had not logged in and 
accepted the new terms and conditions. This included 149 
Guild Projects.

These projects were then put up for adoption, and some 
have been adopted.

Based on the above sequence of events, this means that 
those impacted have not logged into their project since at 
least October 2018, and most likely since 24 May 2018. This 
is somewhere between a year and almost a year and a half.

How to determine if you are still the Admin
Once the Admin was removed, the project was put up for 
adoption, and someone else may now have the project.

Here are the steps to determine if you are still the Admin of 
your project.

1. First, log into your DNA Project with this link.

https://www.familytreedna.com/sign-in

If you can successfully login, then there aren’t any problems, 
and you are fine. Make sure you are logging into your project 
and NOT a kit.

2. If you couldn’t log into your project, then go to the link 
below and search on your registered surname. If you have a 
DNA Project and the surname isn’t registered, search on any 
of the surnames in your DNA Project.

https://www.familytreedna.com/group-project-search?

In the search results, look below the heading Projects. An 
example is shown in Figure 1.

The new GAP guidelines will be published soon. 
Administrators must sign in to GAP, read, and agree to 
them within 90 days from the date they are published. 
At the end of 90 days, those administrators who have 
not read and agreed to the updated guidelines will have 
their administrator access suspended.

Action: Please sign in and read and agree to the updated 
GAP Guidelines within 90 days.

If you have not yet signed in to update your information 
and accept the Group Project Administrator Terms, you 
cannot access your GAP account until you do so. You will 
have until September 1st to comply; after that time, we 
will remove any administrator who has not agreed to the 
Terms. If you choose to agree in the future, you may be 
approved to return, but if you are the only administrator 
for your project, it will be subject to adoption upon your 
removal, and you will need permission from the new 
administrator(s) to return to that project.

Dear Group Project Administrators:

We ask that you read this email carefully as it concerns 
important updates in regard to our policies.

Deadline Extended
As a result of the updates below, we have extended 
the deadline to accept the Group Project Administrator 
Terms and Policies to October 14, 2018.

After 14 October, we will begin the process of auditing 
all projects and removing administrators who have not 
agreed to the Group Project Administrator Terms and 
Policies.

https://www.familytreedna.com/sign-in
https://www.familytreedna.com/group-project-search?
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Click on your surname which is shown in blue. This might take 
a moment, and then your project profile page will appear. 
See Figure 2 for a sample project profile page.

Hover over the “Contact Group Administrator” or click on it, 
and see if your email appears. If your email is not there, and 
it is blank, your project is available for adoption. You have 
been removed as Administrator. If another email address is 
there, you were removed as Administrator, and your project 
has been adopted.

3. Next, click on the website link, and go to the DNA Project 
website. This is a confirmation step. Look on the left of the 
page, under Administrators. Are you listed with an envelope 
to denote your email address? If not, this confirms that you 
were removed as Administrator. If another Administrator is 
listed, then your project was adopted.

See Figure 3 for an example of the Administrator section you 
are looking for at the project website.

What to do if you were removed as the Admin 
this isn’t a question

Abandoned Projects
If you were removed, and the project is abandoned and not 
yet adopted by another person, do the following:

1. Read the following three items and decide if you agree 
with all the terms and conditions

ht tp s : / /www. fam i l y t reedna . com/ lega l / t e rms /
group-project-administrator
https://www.familytreedna.com/legal/terms-of-service
https://www.familytreedna.com/legal/privacy-statement

If you agree with all the terms and conditions, go to step 2.  

If you don’t, please take a moment and write to the DNA 
Advisor [dna@one-name.org] so I can have the logo removed 

from your project, and the link to the project in your Guild 
Profile removed.

2. Decide if you can be an active Administrator. In the past, it 
was fine to start a DNA Project and let it sit there to protect 
your registered name, and wait until you have time to deal 
with the project, such as in retirement.

The situation has changed with Family Tree DNA. They 
now require that an Administrator respond to all emails, 
and periodically log in to their project. They want active 
projects.

If you decide you can be an active Administrator, go to step 
3.

If you decide you can’t commit at the current time to being 
an active Administrator, then please take a moment and 
write to the DNA Advisor [dna@one-name.org] so I can have 
the logo removed from your project, and the link to the 
project in your Guild Profile removed.

3. Write to the DNA Advisor. [dna@one-name.org] Due to the 
risk of 149 members reading this article and taking action 
right away, please provide the following information to make 
it faster and easier to solve your problem.

Subject: DNA Project Abandoned xxxxxx    
[where xxxxxx is the surname]

I have read and agree to the three links provided in the 
Journal article. I also agree to be an active Administrator, 
to answer all emails, and to log into the project periodically. 

Please re-instate me as Project Administrator. I realize there 
can be a delay based on demand.
Your name.

The DNA Advisor will return your projects as time permits.  
Each project takes 15-30 minutes to get back, and be issued 
to you.

Adopted Projects Previously Abandoned
If you are no longer the Admin of your DNA Project, and 
another person is listed as Admin, who was not a co-Admin 
with you, then you were removed as Admin, and the project 
was adopted by another person.

If you want to become a co-Admin, if the existing Admin 
approves this, then do the following:

1. Step 1 above under abandoned projects

2.Send the DNA Advisor [dna@one-name.org] an email 
similar to what is shown below. Please note that there is 
no guarantee that the new project Admin will accept a co-
Admin. It is totally their decision.

Subject: DNA Project Adopted xxxxxx   
[where xxxxxx is the surname]

I have read and agree to the 3 links provided in the Journal 
article. I would like you to try to negotiate the role of co-
Admin for me. My DNA project was abandoned, and then 
adopted.

https://www.familytreedna.com/legal/terms/group-project-administrator
https://www.familytreedna.com/legal/terms/group-project-administrator
https://www.familytreedna.com/legal/terms-of-service
https://www.familytreedna.com/legal/privacy-statement
mailto:dna%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:dna%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:dna%40one-name.org?subject=
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Time Frame
Depending on the quantity of requests received, the DNA 
Advisor will address each in the order received, as time 
permits. Please allow adequate time before following up.

It is important to be active with your DNA Project in the 
future. Right now there are no guidelines defining active, 
though it is anticipated that Family Tree DNA will establish 
these in the future, and remove Admins who don’t comply.  
Be sure to review any correspondence you receive from 
Family Tree DNA, and keep the email address in your DNA 
Project current.

If you were drowning in match emails, so that you just 
deleted all Family Tree DNA emails, then, if you get your 
project back, log into the project, then hover under your 
name in the upper right, and a drop down menu will appear. 
Select My Settings, and remove the check mark from all 
emails you don’t want, and then click Save Settings.

A DNA Project is an opportunity to make discoveries beyond 
the paper records. n

Want to Get Started?
Visit the webpage “Want a DNA Project?” at the 
Guild website, in the DNA section to learn about your 
options and how to proceed.  You must be logged in to 
see this page.
http://one-name.org/want-a-DNA-project/

Want to Learn More about DNA for family 
history research?
Visit the DNA resource section at the Guild website.  
You must be logged in to see all the pages.  A limited 
selection of pages is available to the public.
http://one-name.org/DNA-introduction/

Want to save money on DNA test kits?
Your or your participants can save money by buying 
test kits through the Guild. See:
http://one-name.org/
DNA-kits-available-from-the-guild/

Roy Stockdill

It saddens me to report the 
sudden death of my friend Roy 
Stockdill.

Many of you will have met or 
corresponded with Roy. Although 
he didn’t “suffer fools gladly” 
he would always help with 
genuine genealogical queries but 
sometimes his forthright attitude 
could get him into trouble 
especially on Facebook!

I first met Roy at the second conference the Guild held at the 
Lime Trees Hotel in Northampton in 1998 when we became 
firm friends. At the time I was vice-chairman and in discussion I 
learnt that Roy was a former journalist and newspaper man but 
also that he could produce magazines! So, we persuaded Roy to 
join the Executive Committee  and with Mary Rumsey stepping 
aside, become the editor of the magazine. He continued in this 
roll from 1999 until 2008 taking the Journal from strength to 
strength. During Roy’s time as editor, the journal was awarded 
the coveted Elizabeth Simpson award for a family history 
journal, not once but twice!

Roy was a firm favourite at conferences always to be found 
with a glass of wine in his hand around the pool table. He was a 
great lover of jazz and had a fantastic record collection. I spent 
many an evening at his house listening to music and drinking 
his red wine. Stephanie, his wife, and Roy often played hosts in 
Watford to one or another sub-committee meeting. 

Roy was of great assistance to the Federation of Family History 
Societies, using his computer skills to design the cover to the 
NBI.

In 2008 Roy retired as journal editor and then looked to be of 
assistance to the Society of Genealogists. He became a Trustee 
in 2009, a position he held till 2015, was a volunteer on their 
sub-committees as well as being the content editor of the “My 

Ancestor” series. In 2011 he was co-editor of the “History of 
the SoG” on its 100th birthday.

You may also remember Roy appearing on Who Do You Think 
You Are at the Society in the episode featuring John Bishop, 
the Liverpool comedian.

I wouldn’t say Roy was fascinated by celebrity but as a former 
News of the World journalist, he looked at the ancestry of 
a number of famous faces! The result of that research has 
appeared in various family history magazines. The details will 
eventually appear as part of the document collection at the 
SoG.

In the last few years, when Stephanie’s mother died, they 
moved down to her house in Poole and spent a couple of years 
remodelling. This included a huge “orangery” where Roy had 
his pride and joy music system and a pool table. Roy became 
active in the Somerset & Dorset FHS and I was invited to stay 
at their new house after giving a talk there. I have to say that I 
was once again comprehensively beaten at pool but thoroughly 
enjoyed listening to Ella and drinking his wine.

He will be sadly missed by his family, myself and the family 
history community. n

Alec Tritton

Vice-President

“To die is poignantly bitter, but the idea of having to die 
without having lived is unbearable” Eric Fromm (1900-1980)

Roy and Alec receiving the 
FFHS Elizabeth Simpson 
Award from Jean Debney

http://one-name.org/want-a-DNA-project/
http://one-name.org/DNA-introduction/
http://one-name.org/DNA-kits-available-from-the-guild/
http://one-name.org/DNA-kits-available-from-the-guild/
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Hatchell, Hatsell, Hatswell and 
Hatchwell – A One-Name Study

by William Hatchell (Member 7486)

Introductory Note
Hatchell is a thoroughly English-sounding name. That 
said, as my research progressed, I discovered that it is an 

obscure Anglo-Saxon name, with a unique history, much of 
which has remained unrecorded. Of the minuscule number 
of those bearing the name, most live in the UK and the 
American South. Of these, many, if not most, are unaware 
of the name’s origin and development. It was my goal, 
therefore, to clarify the truly distinctive origin of the name 
and its four primary modern variants.

Name-spelling was not yet standardized in the 1600s when 
a handful of men and women left Devon for Ireland and 
America. Regardless of their destination, the name variants 
they bore left their mark across most of the former British 
Empire. For me, documenting the human imprint of the 
name has been a remarkable journey through time – an 
odyssey filled with adventure and discovery – culminating in 
the publication of my book entitled Hatchell and Variants of 
Devon, A One-Name Study and Family History. This article 
summarises the one-name study aspects of the book. I am 
particularly indebted to JoONS editor,  Jean-Marc Bazzoni and 
proof-reader Lynda Burke for their help and encouragement. 
The above book of 618 pages was published in September 
2019 by LithExcel, a Market Services Provider, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico (US); listed retail ($39.95 US) online at Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1944293426. 

Hatchell, Hatsell, Hatswell and Hatchwell are all modern 
variant spellings of the same English surname from Old English 
(OE) Hæccel meaning ‘cloak bearer,’ first seen in Edward the 
Confessor’s 1042 Northamptonshire tax subsidy. The 1086 
‘Domesday Book’ below, records Hachelintone, meaning ‘an 
estate or settlement associated with descendants of a man 
called Hæccel.’ For the record, the 1086 survey aimed to 
determine taxes payable in the Confessor’s time, so William 
could reassert the rights of the Crown and assess where 
power lay after his post-Conquest redistribution of land.

Various renderings of the name at different times are 
recorded:
From 1203–1216 Hatteshull in ME Anglo-Norman
By 1229 de Hecleshal at Kirkstall, Yorkshire
By 1230 de Hacheshull at Preston, Sussex
By 1244 de Hutteshull in West Budleigh Hundred, Devon

By the fourteenth century, the Devon name varied locally 
from Huttishull (Washfield) Hatteshull (1352) at Withcombe 
(Widecombe-in-the-Moor) to Hachelinton in Northants and in 
Norman form as de Hatisle (1352). In Wiltshire and Somerset 
the preferred spelling was Hacell – the latter, a shortened 
form of Northants’ Hatteshull, phonetically equivalent to OE 
Hæccel through ME Hakell or Hacell. The uncommon Anglo-
Saxon (AS) name took root in several English counties from 

modern English Hackleton (Northants} to Hatswell, Hatsell, 
Hatchwell and Hatchell in and around Devon.

Place-name Summary 1086–1368 Hachelintone, Wymersley 
Hundred, Northamptonshire:

• Hachelintone 1086 (DB) et passim to 1405 A.D.
• Hakelingtone, Hakelyngtone, Hakelintone 1086–1405 

A.D. unspecified sources
• Bachelintone 1086 (DB) (in errata)
• Haclinton(a) 1155–1158 (1329)
• Haclynton 13th cent. A.D. i
• Hakilton c.1265 A.D. ii
• Hakelton 1368 A.D., 1376 Cl

The Place-Names of Northamptonshire (EPNS Devon 
Northants: X), Cambridge 1933; online: www.placenames.
org.uk [The Historical Gazetteer of English Place-Names]. 
Source: J.E.B. Gover and F.M. Stenton

The Legend of Hakelberend and Anglo-Saxon 
Britain
Long before its fifth century arrival in Britain, the 
name denoted a folkloric, cloaked Saxon huntsman, the 
Hakelberend, the embodiment of their supreme deity, Woden 
(Odin), god of war.

Following the Conquest, Anglo-Norman (AN) spawned a 
number of phonetic elements of Early Middle (EME) and 
Middle English (ME), including phonemes and digraphs. 
The Great Vowel Shift (GVS) from c.1500 to c.1600  had a 
substantial effect on the pronunciation of ME long vowels, 
such as softening the middle consonant of OE Hæccel. In 
some instances, corruption resulted in ModE variants: Hakell, 
e.g. was softened as Hachell, Hattiswill as Hatswell, Hodsoll 
as Hatsell. The GVS saw a major change of pronunciation 
of ME long vowels, the effects of which are seen in entries 
at Hutteshull (Hutswell), West Budleigh Hundred, whereby 
short -a- (-æ-) was first assimilated as long-vowels (-e-, -o-, 
-u-): by the late fifteenth century, as Hatteshill, Hattishyll, 
Hattishill and Hatshill. First recorded in Devon in 1244, 
Hutteshull assimilated as Hodishile and Hotiswille (1332) – 
later rendered as Hutswell (1613).

Hakelberend, the 
Wild Huntsman. 
Source: Grimm 
1883.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1944293426
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Modern parallels Hutsell and Hutswell stem from ME 
Hutteshull. Parallel forms Hatswell and Hatsell have the same 
origin, with -w- assimilated into the mid-consonant cluster 
of Hatsell. Similarly, by mid-sixteenth century, Hatswell and 
Hatsell adopted localized mid-consonant substitution of /ts/ 
for /ch/ and /tch/, thus each pair of modern name variants 
– Hatsell-Hatchell and Hatswell-Hatchwell – have much the 
same pronunciation, especially in Devon.

Middle English Dialectical Forms

Southern England Northern England

hechele, hechil, hetchell hekele, hakell, hakle

hychele, hitchel, hichel hackle, hekel, hikel

hatchel, hachell, hatchell heikille, hakile, heckle

Name distribution 1086–1911 by decreasing totals, omitting 
counties with totals >10: Worcestershire, Cumberland, Oxon, 
Rutland, Buckinghamshire, Dunbarton, and Dumfries.

County Hatchell Hatsell Hatswell Hatchwell Total

Devon 251 1408 4594 1786 8039

London (City) 281 603 1064 391 2339

Middlesex - 39 438 110 587

Lancashire 459 23 58 46 586

Surrey 68 17 123 375 583

Yorkshire 32 15 365 15 427

Kent 70 39 202 33 344

Somesret 8 68 117 71 264

Gloucester 16 187 35 14 252

Essex 4 60 103 18 185

Sussex 47 11 54 42 154

Bedfordshire 24 3 74 23 124

Hampshire 49 7 28 37 121

Cheshire 58 - 13 36 107

Aberdeen - - - 101 101

Staffordshire 95 1 1 1 98

Southampton 36 7 23 23 89

Wiltshire 3 3 47 11 64

Cornwall 19 - 39 4 62

Berkshire 6 35 3 12 56

Derbyshire 5 1 30 16 52

Northants - 33 1 8 42

Norfolk 4 29 3 1 37

Warwickshire 15 3 7 10 35

Dorset 8 3 6 16 33

Leicestershire 13 - 16 4 33

Durham 3 2 14 3 22

Salop 11 1 1 2 15

Cambridgeshire 8 3 2 1 14

Herefordshire 7 1 - 6 14

Lincolnshire 5 2 4 1 12

The effects of the great vowel shift (GVS) show that by 
the late fourteenth century. In Devon, in and around 
Washfield, Tiverton and Widecombe-in-the-Moor, frontal-

vowel pronunciation noticeably moved: e.g. Hutteshull and 
Hotteshulle were rendered as Hattishill and Hutyswell.

Beyond Northants, the name first appeared in Kent, then 
Wilts, Somerset, Sussex and Devon, with a few to the north 
in Yorkshire, Lancashire, etc. By the thirteenth century, 
migration brought population growth, particularly among 
freeholders. Trade in English lace and military travel brought 
arrivals from the Midlands to Devon and the great south-
western ports of Bristol, Plymouth and Exeter. Between 1841 
and 1911, surname diffusion took place from rural counties 
such as Devon and Somerset to London, Birmingham, 
Liverpool, Manchester, etc. After the famine years, Irish 
migrants flooded to England, Canada, United States, Australia 
and New Zealand.

Place names and Surnames
The origin and meaning of place names predate their 
earliest known recording, however meaning and spelling 
may become indistinct until they only slightly resemble 
the original. We should therefore note that some ME and 
Modern English spellings may mislead when compared to the 
original records. ME Hutteshull and Hatteshull are cases in 
point. Not long after Domesday, ‘Hachelinton’ appeared in 
foreshortened AN format as Hatteshull from 1203 to 1216 
(4–17, Jn. and 1, Hen. III) – at Blakesley Manor in Northants,  
a little WSW of Hackleton). One of the first recorded name 
bearers in full Norman format was David de Hachelinton (de 
Haclinton) 1219–1220 (3–4, Hen. III). This name appeared in 
Devon by 1244. Early variants of the name are mainly found 
in Devon, Somerset and Wiltshire. Hachell – and parallel 
Hakell – were both early ME spellings of Old English Hæccel.

Norman scribes recorded Hæccel as Hachel and Hachul – EME 
forms spelt as Hattishill (Hatteshull) by ME – the latter spelt 
as Hatchell (Hatchwell, etc.) in ModE. Hæccel was recorded 
in ME as Hakle, Hakell, Hackle, etc., a form surviving in 
Hackleton as both a place name and surname. Hakle (Hackle, 
etc.) of the north were assimilated as Hachell (Hatchell, etc.) 
in the south. It is clear that Hachell (Wilts and Somerset) 
and phonetic parallels such as Hatteshull (Northants and 
Devon) and Hacheshull (Sussex) arrived in the West and 
South of England by the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries; 
their shortened versions like Hachel and Hattes spawned 
different spellings of the ancestral name via assimilation and 
corruption. Variants were assimilated and spelt according to 
local accent.

While Hachell and Hatchell were common in Wiltshire, as 
were their parallels Hatsell and Hatshill in Somerset, multiple 
spellings became rooted in Devon, ranging from Hatswell and 
Hatchwell to Hatsell and Hatchell – all stemming from two 
locales: Hutteshull (1244) in Mid Devon and Hatteshull (1352) 
in South Devon at Widecombe-in-the-Moor. Etymology and 
development of name variants from before the seventeenth 
century to about 1600 include:

• OE (Saxon) pre-seventh cent. – (p) Hæcca (Hacca) + (-el) 
Hæccel, ‘cloak bearer.’

• OE 1042–1086 (DB) – c.1150: (p) Hæccel –> Hachel (+ -ing 
+ tun) Hachelintone*

• EME c.1150–c.1300: (p) Hatteshull, Hacheshull, 
Hutteshull, Hutteshill

• ME c.1300–c.1500: (p) Hotteshull, Huttishull, Hotiswille, 
Hatteshyll

Source: The Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed. J.A. Simpson and E.S.C. 
Weiner, Vol. VII.

Source: Hatchell, 2019.
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• EmodE c.1500–c.1600: (p) Hotiswille, Hutteswill, Hutsyll, 
Hutsell, Hotsill, Hattishill, Hatswill, Hatshill, Hatchill, 
Hachell

• ModE aft.1600: Hutswell (p) with Devon variants Hatshill, 
Hatchell, Hatsell, Hatswell, Hatchwell, Hutchell (rare) 

*(ModE) (p) Hackleton (Northants)

Genetic Genealogy: The FTDNA Hatchell-
Hatsell Group Project
DNA can be used as direct, biological proof in the validation 
of ancestry. This is widely used as a genealogical tool in 
research to confirm documentary evidence and is particularly 
useful in the study of rare surnames like Hatchell, Hatsell, 
Hatswell and Hatchwell.

The Hatchell-Hatsell DNA Project was established in 2005 
under the auspices of FTDNA. This project has catalogued 
YDNA ancestry of participating male members from England 
and Virginia with known pedigrees. Individual identities and 
right to privacy are protected. In key one-step mismatches, 
the 12-marker (DYS458) denotes two collateral lines of 
descendant from the Virginia immigrant from Devon. 
Inherited paternally, the Y-chromosome does not recombine: 
it is inherited as an exact copy from the father through his 
direct ancestral line.

As a result of the FTDNA project, matches have been 
validated among direct-line male descendants of the Virginia 
immigrant William Hatchell and John Hatchell, the Devon 
immigrant from County Wexford, Ireland. The MRCA of the 
Virginia and Wexford lines could date back a century or 
more beyond 1660 – dependent upon the rate of mutation 
of fast-moving markers. See further discussion re: collateral 
lines at Tiverton, Halberton and Uplowman as descendants 
of the Washfield family. In the test group are multiple 
matches within the 12-, 25- and 37-markers, with two 
1-step mismatches at the fast-moving DYS464 and DYS458 
markers. Fourth and fifth cousins whose MRCA thus extends 
back to twelfth and twentieth cousins. Hatchell-Hatsell is in 
Haplogroup R-M269, known as R1b3, the dominant paternal 
lineage of Western Europe.

Comparison of YDNA12-marker tests for UK and US (Virginia) ancestry in 

Hatchell-Hatsell  (R-M269) Haplogroup (Hg). Source: Hatchell, 2019.

Comparison of YDNA25-37 marker tests for UK and US (Virginia) ancestry in 

Hatchell-Hatsell (R-M269) Hg. Source: Hatchell, 2019.

The HgRM-269 matches of male descendants of William 
Hatswell of Tiverton, Devon (to Elizabeth City County, 
Virginia) and John Hatiswell of Halberton, Devon (to County 
Wexford, Ireland) are especially common among men with 
roots in Cornwall and Devon. Concentrated clusters of M269 

occur across southern England in Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, 
Dorset, Wiltshire, Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex and Kent.

Finally, two Devon baptismal records document the first 
Virginian and his Anglo-Irish relative. DNA matches among 
direct-line male descendants of both men prove common 
ancestry. From two collateral branches of Colonial Virginia 
descendants, the name spread to Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Arkansas, the Carolinas, Georgia, 
the Gulf states, Texas and westward to the Pacific. Variant 
spellings in the US include Hatchel, Hatchell, Hatsel and 
Hatsell. By the end of the Industrial Revolution, Anglo-Irish 
and English descendants were found in far-flung regions of 
the British Empire (now termed ‘Commonwealth’) including 
Australia, Canada, India, Africa, Malaysia and New Zealand. 
Variant spellings of these descendants’ surnames include 
Hatchell, Hatswell and Hatchwell. n
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From Millwrights to Engineers:
Part Two

by Anne Leonard (Member 6204)

On 5 April 1799, a group of Master Millwrights led by such
names as John Rennie (architect of many bridges 
and canals) and John Foulds presented a petition 

to the House of Commons to bring in a Bill to outlaw the 
combination activities of the journeymen millwrights and to 
give magistrates the powers to raise wages and hear disputes 
about the same. The Bill did not come to fruition as it was 
overtaken by the Combination Act of 1799. Considerable 
pressure continued, nevertheless, and the minutes of 
1800-1804 show gratuities being paid to assist staff at the 
Waterworks, as well as wage increases.

1800-1814: William’s rise to prominence
In terms of the Waterworks, the younger generation was 
now starting to take over. Even before the completion of his 
apprenticeship, William Foulds was playing a wider rôle on 
behalf of the Waterworks. In 1803 he became a Bridge Ward 
Volunteer, which became part of the 9th Regiment of London 
Loyal Volunteers – a militia unit formed to protect London 
against the threat of French invasion during the Napoleonic 
Wars. The committee supported his subscription to the 
general fund, and paid for his uniform. The proceedings of 
the Old Bailey online also provide the first intimation that 
William had a wider rôle than just the Waterworks. In his 
witness statement about the alleged theft of some equipment 
he stated ‘I am a millwright. I am employed under the City, in 
the new canal works, in the Isle of Dogs’.

The following year, on 9 November, 1804, William was 
made free by servitude. Just six months later he married. 
The Morning Post of 4 June 1805 recorded the marriage of 
Mr William Foulds of London Bridge Waterworks to Miss E. 
Answorth of Bloomsbury on 26 May at Bloomsbury Church.

It also becomes clear from the minutes of the Waterworks 
that the Managers were realising they needed to groom the 
successor to John Torr Foulds as a matter of urgency. He had 
remarried after the death of his wife Lydia, but had become 
prone to rheumatism and severe gout (it is unknown whether 
this had any connection to his liquor business) amongst 
other ailments, and was often away from the works due to 
illness. The Managers made William Leading Millwright in the 
summer of 1805 on the recommendation of his father and 
required him to live near the Works to be available in case of 
accident or fire at night.

Despite certain setbacks, including an indictment for affray 
against William and other employees of the Waterworks, 
whilst laying iron pipes in Southwark in spring 1808, the 
company remained supportive of him. The Secretary stood 
bail when the staff were arrested, advised the Management 
Committee that the police had provoked the affray, and 
luckily the case fell apart when the prosecutor did not 
appear at the trial.

In fact, a picture increasingly starts to emerge from the 
minutes of William being a skilled and very industrious 
employee, whom the Proprietors increasingly relied on to 
take over from his father. He was told that the Company 
proposed to build a new house for him near the works, for a 
rent of only £5 per annum, and that in return for his exertions 
and diligence, they would not deduct any money for ‘trifling’ 
absences from work, provided he gave due notice. In 1809 he 
was described as ‘very attentive and assiduous throughout 
the whole year.’

That same year William was placed permanently in charge
at the Waterworks. His father retired and was retained on a 
consultancy basis as Chief Millwright. We do not know from 
the minutes what salary William was receiving but it was 
probably considerably less than his father who was receiving 
£170 per annum at his retirement, plus a heavily subsidised 
rental for his house and some additional payments. John 
must have known then  that he was in very poor health as he 
drew up his will on 8 April 1809. The bequests demonstrate 
both the position he had achieved in society and the tools 
of his profession. He left a gold watch to his wife and a 
pianoforte to his daughter Hester. William was specifically 
directed to have all ‘my mechanical Books and Drawings and 
my Air Pumps, Microscope and Electrifying Machine, Spirit 
Level and other mechanical and philosophical instruments I 
may possess at the time of my decease’. He also received the 
tools and property in his workshop, plus the Gold and Silver 
Medals from the Society for the Encouragement of Arts.

The minutes reveal the level of additional gratuities that 
William received from the company. In 1809 he received a 
gratuity of £15 for considerable repairs to the waterwheels 
(over £500 in today’s money). Much larger gratuities were 
paid in 1810 (£25) and in 1814 (£50).

The winter of 1814 was extremely hard: the last great Frost 
Fair on the Thames occurred in February 1814. Newspapers 
reported that in some parts the ice was several feet thick, 
while in others it was dangerous to walk upon. Yet again, 
the ingenuity of the engineers at the Waterworks would have 
been required to keep the wheels turning. It is impossible to 

The Frost Fair 
of 1814 by Luke 
Clenell (public 
domain)
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know whether the strain of responsibilities may have played 
any part at all in William’s very sudden death later that year. 

The Minutes of 9 September 1814 record that William Foulds 
died ‘on Saturday the 3rd inst. after a confinement of only 
three days with a brain fever, that he had left his Wife and 
three young Children wholly destitute, that she had not 
any relations capable of giving her Assistance, and that the 
Circumstances of the elder Mr Foulds were so contracted 
as to put it out of his Power to support his Grandchildren.’ 
Why was John Foulds now so reduced in power to support 
his grandchildren? One can only assume that the cost of 
treatments for his various ailments must have sapped his 
resources quite dramatically.

The Management Committee was very supportive to William’s 
widow Emma and made provision for her with a pension of 
20s a week, a lump sum of £15 net, as well as meeting the 
medical and funeral costs for William.

By the time of his son’s death, John Torr Foulds was clearly 
weakening very quickly. He was buried just over five months 
after his only remaining son and laid to rest, as William had 
been, in St. Magnus the Martyr Church. The London Bridge 
Waterworks Minutes of 3 March 1815 noted his death after 
fifty-two years of loyal service.

Summary:
The research I carried out on John Torr Foulds and his sons 
demonstrates what a wealth of resources can be applied 
in terms of exploring occupations and the development of 
professions or trades, from the more traditional sources, 
such as guild and apprentice records, to less familiar ones 
such as personal archives of letters and proceedings of the 
House of Commons. The period spanned by John’s career 
certainly marked the transitional period from the occupation 
of the traditional millwright to the modern civil engineer. The 

Minutes of the Waterworks are a significant treasure in their 
own right and provide fascinating glimpses into life at that 
time in London, such as the company refusing a customer’s 
request for an abatement in water rates, noting that they 
had installed a water closet in their home!

For brevity I have not included every reference used within 
this article, but have referred to the more global title of 
‘Management Committee minutes’ etc. A copy of all detailed 
references, including parish register entries, is available to 
anyone who wishes to have them.

It is worth concluding with what happened to both the 
Company and the family. At the beginning of the nineteenth 
century the Waterworks was still furnishing nearly four 
million gallons of water per day to the occupants of London.  
However, in 1822 an Act was passed for the building of the 
new London Bridge (which would stand from 1831 to 1968).  
The London Bridge Waterworks was superseded by the New 
River Company, their main competitor, which dismantled 
the waterwheels and closed the works down. St Magnus the 
Martyr church still stands sentinel at the northern end of 
the current London Bridge and traces of Churchyard Alley 
and Old Swan Passage can still be seen. William’s wife never 
remarried and outlived him by forty-two years, dying in 
1856. John Torr Foulds’ two grandsons did not follow their 
father, William, or grandfather into the same profession.  
One became an emigration agent in Plymouth. The other 
became a bookbinder in London, setting in train another 
occupational tradition for Foulds descendants during the 
nineteenth century. n

Anne is studying the surname Foulds with variants Foldes, 
Folds, Fould, Fouldes, Fowlds and can be contacted at 
foulds@one-name.org
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Introducing Name & Place

by Paul Carter (Member 6064)

Name & Place is a new database and analysis application, 
designed specifically to support researchers managing 
one-name studies, one-place studies and local history 

projects. You may have already come across our name or 
spoken to us at a family history event. While the software 
has been some years in the making, 2019 sees the launch of 
Name & Place and we’re excited to share it with you.

First a little history. The concept came about through some 
conversations Pam Smith and I had back in 2013 over how best 
to record some of her study data, how to analyse that data 
and produce meaningful outcomes. The challenge for one-
name and one-place studies has always been identifying how 
to manage data that doesn’t fit the traditional family tree 
concept of all members related through birth or marriage, 
rather than relationship simply being through a common 
surname or living in the same location. While Pam was asking 
for a database for her one-place study it became apparent 
as we talked, that the issue and the solution applied equally 
to one-name studies. We sat down, appropriately enough at 
a genealogy conference, sketched out some ideas, and Name 
& Place was born.

The difficulty one-namers face is how to do something sensible 
with data collected for the surname and its variants. Many 
naturally turn to a spreadsheet, typically Microsoft Excel, 
as that structure logically lends itself to rows of names and 
columns of events and facts. BMD or census data can easily 
fit into a spreadsheet construct. The challenge comes when 
adding further datasets; another census return or parish 
register entries. How do you connect names appearing in 
multiple records and how do you get any useful information 
from this data? It’s not easy and that’s where the spreadsheet 
option fails. 

Those of a more technical persuasion may set up a database 
in Microsoft Access or similar but this is not for the faint-
hearted. Even manipulating some relatively simple datasets 
is challenging without a fundamental knowledge of database 
design. In principle you can use a family tree software 
package, but they’re just not designed with the one-namer’s 
needs in mind, either for putting data in or pulling any sort 
of information out. 

The concept of a Name and a Place
Name & Place seeks not only to address these problems 
but also to provide one-namers with a solution designed for 
those specific research needs. The key concept of Name & 
Place however is simple, yet powerful. Each person (the 
Name) throughout their life will experience events or trigger 
facts and each of these will occur at a location (the Place). 
The obvious examples are baptism, marriage and burial, 
most likely at the church but not exclusively. A person 
may attend the local school, work in the family shop, live 
in various houses, change occupation, have a family and 
so on. Name & Place creates a record for each person and 
each place enabling you to view not only an individual’s life 
but the people he or she connected with and where that 
occurred. Equally a place may be viewed over time, linked 
to the people who came into contact with it; a church with 
those life events, a school with students and teachers, a coal 
mine, a farm, a factory. Anywhere can be a ‘place’, even if 
it moves (a ship), has a single purpose (a war memorial) or 
multiple points (a DNA project). This simple concept is what 
makes Name & Place work so effectively across a wide range 
of historical research projects, wherever they are based in 
the world. 

Record sourcing
Historical research is based on sources; the building blocks 
upon which we base knowledge of past events and facts. 
Traditionally a source may be attached to those it directly 
affects; a death certificate to the deceased for example. In 
Name & Place, we take that further and attach the source 
to each person it refers to and each place described. The 
witnesses and the vicar are linked to the marriage record. A 
will would not only be linked to the testator but also to the 
beneficiaries, executors and witnesses. Imagine the scenario 
where you had four wills for the same family, each naming 
one person who was not part of your study as a beneficiary. 
Those simple yet interesting connections can be picked up 
in Name & Place where otherwise they would be missed. 
Sourcing is applied using full academic referencing as well as 
this unique means of connecting people and places through 
record linkage.

A project dashboard gives you an at-a-glance overview of your project

A Name record contains all details and sources associated with it.
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The four key actions in Name & Place
1. Record
Data may be input in a variety of ways, from tailored forms to 
bulk importing via a spreadsheet and GEDCOM, adding a load 
of records quickly and simply. If a person or place is added 
twice, for example from two separate census returns, Name 
& Place helps you match and merge the records together.

2. Discover
By linking each name and place through sources, facts 
and events, it’s easy to take a journey through your study, 
exploring how people connect with each other and to places 
over time. Click on a name and see where they went in their 
lives and who they made contact with. We think of this as a 
three-dimensional slicing of the study, looking at one family 
group or a common location in which they worked, navigating 
through layers of data.

3. Analyse
Our reports, maps and graphical tools help you make sense 
of your study, be that mortality rates, population movement 
or occupational changes. As each place is recorded alongside 
each event or fact, it’s possible to track those movements of 
your surname and its variants over time but also put some 
intelligence into ‘why’.

4. Share
While Name & Place is primarily a research tool, we believe 
strongly in sharing stories and project examples to encourage 
connections with those who may have extra information to 
help with the study (or indeed seek assistance from you). 
Each Name & Place project comes with a web page to 
promote it, with options coming to extend this and connect 
reports and graphs to your existing website. More traditional 
publishing via PDF and Excel is also available.

Cloud solution
Name & Place is a cloud-based product which offers a number 
of advantages, not least your data being held securely, backed 
up and available wherever you may be. Our subscription 
model means that from just £10 per month, you’re given 
the tools you need to manage your one-name study, with a 
web page, and software upgrades added automatically for no 
additional charge. We’ve many plans for 2020 and beyond! 
Further subscription options will be available, such as those 
wishing for more advanced web publishing tools or multi-
user access for larger study groups. 

Name & Place is produced and supported by the same 
team of professional software developers who serve many 
organisations, societies and individuals in the family and 
local history world, including Family History Federation, 
British Association for Local History and the IHGS. In short, 
we’re here to stay and we have many exciting developments 
planned for Name & Place over the coming years. We are 
passionate about Name & Place and how it can support both 
one-namers and other historical researchers. It’s always a 
pleasure meeting fellow researchers, not only to explain 
our concept but to guide our thinking in making Name & 
Place even better. We’ve caught a few new one-namers just 
starting out while facing those who say “Why didn’t you do 
this ten years ago and save me from Excel”!

If you’d like to find out more, please see our website, www.
nameandplace.com or contact Pam or myself at info@
nameandplace.com. We will also be attending various 
events, including Family Tree Live next April and will be 
delighted to meet you there. n

Records can be easily searched

A high level view of the data allows more detailed analysis, such as this break-
down of occupations by industry

Which may be viewed also in graph format

Clicking on an occupation shows a breakdown of all names associated with it

http://www.nameandplace.com
http://www.nameandplace.com
mailto:info%40nameandplace.com?subject=
mailto:info%40nameandplace.com?subject=
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Slaton, Slatton, Sladen and variants: 
English clues and two years of peaks 
and valleys

by Clinton Slayton (Member 6995)

Editor’s note: Because this is an excerpt from a heavily-
cited book, the narrative form is not intended to convey 
anecdotal sources, but I choose not to swamp the essay 

with endnotes. This serves as a continuation of additional 
research details shown in Volume 12, Issue 10, April-June 
2017, with minimal duplication.

A fundamental issue dealt with in several issues of the 
Journal: how many names are we dealing with? Is it even 
possible to corral one name away from similar word-forms for 
examination? Do we go by spelling? Pronunciation? Geography? 
I have found that in researching names and families, Occam’s 
Razor cuts both ways: the simplest-seeming explanation 
frequently turns out to be wrong. And some of our ancestors 
did not want their family stories to be known.

The American records from 1683 to 1720 are unfortunately 
not conclusive and African and Asian historical timelines do 
not seem applicable to the Slaton records found in colonial 
America. European and American records before 1850 do not 
seem to connect transatlantic Slatons, Slattons or Sladens 
explicitly to any permanent American resident. It took 
only one person to misdirect post-1997 researchers into a 
fantasy that satisfied casual curiosity while stopping short 
of verification acceptable to historians or genealogists. 
Querying many copiers (re-posters) of these non-citations, 
I got either no response, or the assurance that someday, 
records backing up the fantasy will surface because surely 
no-one would make that up. But some-one did.

The actual evidence: In the 1680s, a wood-turner named 
Henry Sleighton from London, in partnership with Edward 
Blake, might have lived in Pennsylvania, and a James or 
Joseph Sleighton might have looked after the interests of 
“Slighton & Co” there in 1683, and a 1687 map notates the 
landowners (not necessarily the residents) as “Blak Slayton” 
for Blake and Sleighton. A couple of 1695 headlines seen in 
the April-June 2017 issue might have taken up land in Virginia. 
An eight-year-old orphan might have landed in New England 
in 1700 (from where?) with a name like Thomas Slayton; this 
is a family story: he does not exist in records.

Then the earliest mention clearly showing a Slayden with 
feet on the ground in America is in Virginia, where a “white” 
Sarah Slayden petitions to marry an alleged “mulatto” in 
1705. We can guess that she was at least fifteen years old, 
and a woman born 1690 or before places her among the few 
pre-1700 potentials, but: (1) Virginia courts of that time 
deemed such a marriage as a chargeable offense against the 
couple and any minister who performed it, and (2) we do 
not know how she came by her surname. If any children she 
might have had by anyone except another Slayden retained 
that name, descendant yDNA would almost certainly not tie 
any male descendant’s surname to a male ancestral surname. 

In any case, how would we know without a marriage or birth/
baptismal record?

John Sladding is named in three land processionings in 
Virginia from 1711 to 1720. And a man named Arthur 
Sladyen/Slayden (about an equal number of spellings for 
each surname in records) and his wife Rachel (maiden name 
unknown, I wish to emphasise this) had a son born in 1730 
who survived, almost certainly not their first child, but the 
first recorded among more surviving children. By that time, 
merchants’ records in Virginia begin showing Abraham Sladen 
and William Sladden (only two of a variety of spellings) as 
well as Arthur. Various treatments have stated that Arthur 
and Sarah Slayden are the children of John Sladding, with 
no probably or perhaps to soften this into an admittedly 
reasonable but still questionable assumption that ignores the 
fact that we know nothing of John Sladding other than that 
he is an adult male. Sarah might be John Sladding’s aunt or 
widowed mother, or Arthur and Sarah might not be related to 
him or each other at all.

An English ship’s master “Mr. Slayton” was involved in 
transporting American timber. He can easily be identified 
through other records as William Slayton, mariner, “late 
of St. John, Southwark, [Surrey] County,” but apparently a 
native of Sandwich, Kent. He died at sea in 1741, leaving a 
wife in Portsmouth, New Hampshire and a son named Thomas 
(probably by a previous wife), who might have raised a 
family in America (Massachusetts?), but probably returned to 
England. William refers to son Thomas as a “my boy” in his 
will, written 1740.

As shown in the April-June 2017 issue of JoONS, men appear 
in a 1771 North Carolina tax list as Slaten. Three of the four 
I have paper-traced down to over a dozen YDNA samplers, 
including myself, tracing through all manner of different 
spellings for their surname. These are the last pre-1800 
family “root” men.

Only Arthur Slayden and the North Carolina John, George and 
Major Slaten/Slatton leave estates naming traceable issue. 
The family story of Thomas Slayton is somewhat bolstered, 
but not proved, by a dedicated family historian tracing back 
to a documented Thomas (1709-1778) in Massachusetts who 
was survived by about eight of ten children. The above 
mentioned ship’s master William Slayton always tantalises 
as a possible father, but I believe the family story that a 
Thomas and spouse Hannah did exist, as Hannah’s claimed 
maiden name Culwood is carried down through descendants 
as a forename?

The temptation to name my work-in-progress Is That All 
There Is? arose from the paucity of family records for my 
post-1680 target surnames in America, from which vast trees 
are rooted on internet postings by others, most to European 
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ancestors. But what I find is that while some English Sladens 
and Sladdens claim pedigrees back to medieval records, most 
of these Virginia and New England Slaydens and Slaytons 
have no clear or plausibly-conjectured connections to the 
English or anyone else.

More than a century after the death of the English ship’s 
master, Sladen and Sladden families cross the Atlantic, 
reporting their former home as an area in England where 
the West Yorkshire and Lancashire borders meet. Within a 
quadrilateral defined by Rochdale, Blackburn, Bradford and 
Keighley, land features and a probable village are (or were) 
named as Sladen (the Brontë siblings probably played in 
Sladen Beck). In addition, other Englishmen from far south of 
that area, in Kent, roamed the world bearing these surnames, 
but apparently did not stay in America or Canada until after 
the American Civil War. Some Kentish Sladens and Sladdens 
appear in various (but not unimpeachable) sources, such 
as the Burkes’ genealogical collections and others showing 
“families of note”, a mixed blessing.

Y-STR DNA evidence, some strong, some weak, will suggest 
that some of the menfolk from these lines came from 
different male ancestors. Why is fatherhood so important 
to this study? Because I believe that a majority of males in 
Europe, the United States and Canada, particularly among 
English speakers, have used their father’s surname up until 
this time (but that might be changing at present).

The temptation to tie together all Slaton variants into a 
neat single-source patrilineal package with a bow on top 
never occurred to me, but it was irresistible to one former 
colleague, who did so in print (and online) before STR 
and SNP analysis of the Y chromosome became consumer-
available. Fifty YDNA results later, two pools of men traced 
back to Virginia and North Carolina each show haplotypes 
on the “I” trunk, as either I-P37.2 or I-M253. A couple of 
“deeper” SNP tests confirm, at least theoretically, that a 
common ancestor mooted for these two pools would have 
vastly predated written records. But the proposer of a single 
male origin for these American men had already tainted the 
internet by that time, hence the “former colleague”.

I mentioned in the 2017 issue the difficulty of contacting and 
convincing British-rooted men with our surname variant to 
participate in DNA studies. Since that time, I tracked down  
another Sladen man (after 16 years!) who paper-traced to 
English origins. He matched his cousin on the “R” trunk, as 
R-M269, where most European men tested so far are found. 
But the branch (haplogroup) for these two men who trace 
back to Kent (at 67 or 111 STR markers), is not the same 
branch where perches a man paper-traced back to Rochdale, 
Lancashire (67 STR markers). A potential for common 
ancestry in this vast Western Atlantic Modal Haplotype 
pool is untested, awaiting enough results for a detailed SNP 
analysis. (A Guild website Surname Search on almost any 
variant will take you to the DNA study).

Currently, the Dictionary of Family Names in Britain and 
Ireland identifies Sladen with Lancashire and Sladden with 
Kent. A high point of DNA recruiting came when an English 
Sladden man sampled, for comparing with both Lancashire 
and Kentish Sladens. But a low point is that the test was 
done by a service that has shut its cyber-doors. The results 
were transferred to a service that dropped Y chromosome 
projects, and the sampler (last found in the U.K. in 2017) has 

not remained in contact, but I am still trying as I am typing 
this. Because the results were never submitted to me in any 
form, from the standpoint of a One-Name Study, it might as 
well not have happened.

The records, DNA study, and name theories explored in my 
work-in-progress include name origins in Norse (sletta) and 
Slavic (zlata) along with the usual suspects: valleys and towns 
with sloe berries and an Old German word (sleyda). This last 
was provided by “professional genealogists” in various Burke 
publications. (Flawed citations and questionable statements 
are not restricted to we “amateurs”). I am not discounting 
the possibility of the Schleid- root for a surname origin 
(Schleiden is well-known in Germany and Austria), but tying 
this to a specific fountainhead individual, Johannes Phillipi 
de Schleidan (1506-1556, anglicised Johann Sleidan), is fairly 
preposterous. Not only is a name similar to Slaton found in the 
Domesday Book, nearly five hundred years before Johann’s 
time, but Johann seems to have produced only daughters.

Does anyone think that the proliferation of self-referential 
family trees and memorial sites with conflicting duplications 
will lead to more coherent genealogy? I do not sweep this 
broad brush of contempt over the work I have seen at the 
Guild sites, but as I attempt to provide a counter-argument 
to trees posted all over the internet, I base my work on what 
documents I have seen so far and point out what has not 
been seen or by historical report is not seeable. While trying 
to incorporate years of research into a book, I hope that the 
day after it is published, a fundamental clue that is citable 
might reveal itself even if it proves me wrong. I hope that 
what we have found so far is not “all there is.” n

Clinton is studying the surname Slaton with variants 
Sladden, Sladen, Slaten, Slatin, Slatten, Slatton, 
Slayden, Slaydon, Slayton and can be contacted at  
clinton.slayton@one-name.org

Map by Thomas Holmes, Map of the Improved Part of the Province 
of Pennsilvania in America, 1687 (Pennsylvania Archives, Harrisburg, 
Penn.)

The capital E and R are the end of CHESTER (Pennsylvania)  
Look just below the E.

mailto:clinton.slayton%40one-name.org?subject=
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A Story from the Braund One-Name 
Study

by Janet Few (Member 1136)

It was the summer of 1977, five years before the 
commencement of the Braund One-Name Study, when I 
started to seriously research my family history and made 

my first visit to Cornwall Record Office. Fairly quickly I 
discovered that my 6 x great grandfather was Samuel Braund 
a schoolmaster and stonemason of Menheniot, Cornwall. I 
spent several decades finding out more about Samuel and 
his descendants, as I researched in conjunction with the 
flourishing Braund Society but Samuel was to sit firmly at the 
top of my Braund tree for thirty seven years. In 2000, I wrote 
up the history of my Braund ancestors for a competition 
organised by the Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical 
Studies. The story was entitled ‘So Soon Passeth It Away’, 
after the inscription on a sundial, carved by Samuel, that 
is now sited over the porch of Liskeard Parish Church in 
Cornwall. 

In this book I 
speculated on 
Samuel’s ancestry 
as follows. ‘It is 
almost certain 
that he, or his 
family, came from 
North Devon. One 
possibility is that 
his origins lie in 
Northlew, where 
Braunds of a 

similar social status can be found at the right time. It may 
also be of significance that the parish records for Northlew 
are incomplete. A hundred years before the birth of Samuel, 
this branch of the Braund family was involved in the cloth 
trade. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries Liskeard 
was a renowned yarn market, frequented by the serge makers 
of Devon; thus providing a possible link between the two 
areas. Alternatively, Samuel may be descended from John 
and Rebecca Braund née Hopkins1, whose probable, although 
not proven, descent from the fifteenth century Braunds of 
nearby Black Torrington2 can be traced. This suggestion is 
based on the apparent significance of the christian name 
Rebecca in Samuel’s branch of the family3. This is a very rare 
christian name amongst other Braunds of this time. Apart 
from two Rebeccas4 belonging to the Northlew branch of the 
Braunds, the only other Rebeccas to predate Samuel, relate 
to John and Rebecca Braund née Hopkins’.

Samuel turns up, as if from nowhere, on 1 November 1741, 
when he marries Jane Lucas in Stoke Climsland, Cornwall; 
a parish on the Devon-Cornwall border. At this time he was 
described as a ‘sojourner’; in other words not settled in 
the parish. Samuel died on 29 August 1785 in Menheniot. 
No age was given in the burial register and no headstone 
has survived. It seems that he was born between 1680 and 
1725, most likely some time in the 1710s. Apart from the 

use of the christian name Rebecca, the records provided a 
couple more clues. Samuel’s will refers to his niece Rebecca 
Hunt. Rebecca Braund married Henry Hunt in Liskeard in 
May 17845. Although ‘niece’ may not have been used in the 
modern sense, it seems likely that Samuel had a brother, 
or possibly a sister6, to give birth to Rebecca. Rebecca’s 
burial, on 14 August 1815, gives her age as 55, suggesting a 
birth between August 1759 and August 1760. All attempts to 
trace Rebecca’s baptism7 had failed. There is also a burial in 
Menheniot, for a Rebecca Braund, who surely must have been 
a relative. Her gravestone states that she died on 4 October 
1782, aged 57; her birth was therefore between October 
1724 and October 1725. No baptism for this Rebecca Braund 
had been found in Devon or Cornwall either. It is likely that 
she was Samuel’s sister or sister in law and a candidate for 
the mother of his ‘niece’ Rebecca. In addition, a Mary Braund 
was buried in neighbouring Quethiock in 1794, no age was 
given but equally, she could have been a sister or sister in 
law of Samuel.

As far as identifying Samuel’s parents, the research stalled 
there until a sunny day in May 2014 when ‘FindMyPast’ 
<<www.findmypast.co.uk>> uploaded transcriptions and 
images of the majority of Devon’s surviving parish registers. 
Obviously, a search for Samuel was first on the list. The only 
likely entry was for a Samuel Broad, son of Humphry and 
Florence, baptised on 24 May 1716 at Sampford Courtenay, 
on the northern edge of Dartmoor, Devon. A check of the 
original image showed that the surname was indeed written 
‘Broad’ but this wouldn’t be the first time Braund had 
been thus corrupted. Humphry is a name found in several 
branches of the Braund family, so this too was encouraging. 
I then searched for other children of this couple in Sampford 
Courtenay and came up with Elizabeth, baptised 5 November 
1718 and John baptised 4 December 1720; in both these cases 
however the parents were given as John and Florence Broad. 
Now I was under the impression that Florence only became 
popular as a christian name following the rise to fame of 
Florence Nightingale and indeed, searching the whole of 
Devon for seventeenth and eighteenth century Florences, 
of any surname, revealed very few8. Had she been Mary or 
Elizabeth, I would have been sceptical but this looked like 
the same family to me; was Humphrey a clerical error?

Rebecca Braund grave, 
Menheniot, Liskeard, 
Cornwall.

http://www.findmypast.co.uk


19Journal of One-Name Studies, January-March 2020

I now sought to prove three things:-
• That these three Sampford Courtenay baptisms were the 

same family.
• That the Broads were Braunds in disguise.
• That this was the long-sought baptism of my 6 x great 

grandfather, Samuel Braund.

The obvious thing to do was to look for a marriage between 
Florence and a Humphry and/or John Broad/Braund, 
or similar variation. Initially nothing was found. I did 
find a burial for a Florence Brawn on 30 June 1757 at St. 
Eustachius’, Tavistock. Tavistock is the ‘big town’, some 
twenty miles south west of Sampford Courtenay but given 
the very unusual christian name, Florence, this looked like 
our lady and moved the Broad surname closer to Braund. I 
failed to find a burial for a Humphry or John but it looked as 
if Florence’s daughter, Elizabeth, was also in Tavistock. On 8 
July 1744 Elizabeth Brond married Walter Bound in Tavistock. 
Sadly Elizabeth was buried just two years later, on 10 May 
1746. One daughter, Mary, baptised in Tavistock on 5 October 
1745, has been found.

I tried again for a marriage, this time searching for any 
marriages of ladies called Florence, to anyone, anywhere in 
Devon between 1680 and 1720. Working my way through these 
located Florencia Maritati and Johannes Braund marrying in 
Northlew on 1 May 1715. Northlew is ten miles from Sampford 
Courtenay and was not only home to a Braund family but a 
parish that I had identified as a possible origin for Samuel. 
A look at the image of the original marriage register was 
very exciting, the entry read ‘Johannes Braund de Sampford 
Courtenay et Florencia maritati sunt primo die Maii’. I was 
disappointed to relinquish the exotic ‘Maritati’ name; this 
was merely Latin for ‘married’ and no surname was recorded 
for Florence. I suspect she might be the Florence Arnoll, 
baptised in Bradford, Devon on 19 June 1683, daughter of 
Samuel and Elizabeth but I doubt that I shall ever be able to 
verify it.

I was however now convinced that the three Sampford 
Courtenay Broad baptisms were a single family and also I 
was happy that they were indeed Braunds in disguise. It was 
looking more and more likely that I had the right Samuel but 
could I find any more substantiating evidence to confirm it? 
In One-Name Studies, we are used to concentrating on the 
surname but now I needed to ignore this. I tried searching 
for Devon baptisms between 1710 and 1750 where the 
mother’s name was Florence, again ignoring the surname. 
Sure enough up came two children who were indexed as the 
offspring of John and Florence Browne but on checking the 
originals, were in fact Brawnes. They were both baptised 
at Sourton, between Sampford Courtenay and Tavistock and 
were Humphrey, baptised on 15 January 1723/4 and Rebecca 
on 2 January 1725/6. This was only three months adrift from 
what I wanted for the Rebecca buried in Menheniot; I felt 
as though I was getting closer. The inclusion of a Humphry 
amongst the children was interesting, perhaps this name had 
some significance and might account for the confusion over 
the father’s name in Samuel’s baptism entry.

The next move seemed to be to look for futures for the 
children of John and Florence, to see whether they fitted, 
or were incompatible with, the Menheniot Braunds. Nothing 
could be found for Rebecca, leaving her free to be the one 
buried in Menheniot. At first I believed that John Braund, 
baptised in 1720, was going to be the John Braund who 
married Grace Toll in 1753 in Broadwoodwidger. I knew from 
his age at burial that the Broadwoodwidger John was born c. 
1720. Guild member, Ken Toll and I have corresponded about 
the descendants of this family, as some of them switched 
arbitrarily between the surnames Braund and Toll. 

Further investigation however found a much more likely 
future for Samuel’s brother. A John Braund married Mary 
Bartlett in Harford, Devon on 20 May 1750, both were 
described as being of Cornwood at the time. Harford and 
Cornwood are adjacent parishes on the southern edge 
of Dartmoor. John and Mary had five daughters and a son 
baptised in Cornwood, all with the surname spelt either 
Brand or Brond. These included both a Florence and a 
Rebecca. Significantly, Rebecca was baptised in May 1761, 
not precisely the right date for the Rebecca who married 
Henry Hunt in Liskeard but very close9. It is possible that 
the Quethiock burial, mentioned above, is Mary, daughter of 
John and Mary née Bartlett. If this is the case it seems a little 
strange that her sister Rebecca was mentioned in Samuel’s 
will but not her. Also a likely marriage has been found for this 
Mary in Modbury in 1781. So the identity of the Mary who was 
buried in Quethiock is still not satisfactorily resolved.

With the identification of the two Rebeccas connected to 
the Samuel who was baptised in Sampford Courtenay, both 
of whom were very close to the ages of those connected to 
Samuel Braund of Menheniot, it looked as though John and 
Florence were indeed my 7 x great grandparents. I hope it 
won’t be another thirty seven years before I can add another 
generation. n

Notes
1. Probably a grandson
2. Alternatively, is also possible that John, husband of 

Rebecca Hopkins, is connected to the Braunds from 
Northlew.

3. A daughter, niece and almost certainly, a sister were all 
called Rebecca.

4. Rebecca, daughter of William and Mary Braund of 
Northlew, born around 1645. Rebecca, daughter of 
Benjamin and Anne Braund née Warner, baptised 28 June 
1699, St. Pancras, Soper Lane, London; her father was 
baptised in Northlew.

5. The witnesses were Elizabeth Harvey and Whindon 
Pethick, Rebecca did not sign her name.

6. In which case Rebecca was presumably illegitimate.
7. Common variations of the surname, such as Braun, 

Brawn, Brawne, Browne and Broad were also considered.
8. Florence is a name found in the Rolle family of 

Stevenstone and Bicton, who owned a great deal of land 
in north Devon.

9. Her age at burial, suggests a birth between August 1759 
and August 1760.

Selected Sources
The baptism registers of Broadwoodwidger, Northlew, St. 
Eustachius, Tavistock, Sampford Courtenay and Sourton, 
Devon.

1715 Northlew, Devon, John and Florence marriage entry close-up
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The baptism registers of St. Pancras, Soper Lane, London.
The marriage registers of Liskeard and Stoke Climsland 
Cornwall.
The marriage registers of Modbury, Northlew, North Tawton, 
St. Eustachius, Tavistock and Ugborough, Devon.
The burial registers of Menheniot, Quethiock and St. 
Germans, Cornwall.
The burial registers of St. Eustachius, Tavistock, 
Memorial inscriptions for Menheniot and Quethiock, Cornwall.

The will of Samuel Braund, written 15 December 1784, held 
at Cornwall County Record Office, reference B4611.
Churchwardens’ Accounts for Liskeard, Cornwall.
The indexes to Devon parish registers on <<www.findmypast.
co.uk>>.

Janet is studying the surname Sweetingham with 
the variant Sweetenham and can be contacted at 
sweetingham@one-name.org

Press Release: Karen Cummings becomes Pharos Course Director

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Karen Cummings as Course Director of Pharos Teaching and Tutoring, taking 
over the role that Sherry Irvine held until her retirement a few years ago. Helen Osborn continues as Managing Director.

Karen is one of our longstanding tutors and has taught and written a number of Pharos courses over the last 5 years. She 
currently tutors:

•  Demystifying DNA for Family Historians

•  Professional Genealogist: Become One Become a Better One

•  Wills & Administrations, the riches of probate records

Karen started her career in the pharmaceutical industry and holds a PhD in scientific research. She gained her genealogy 
qualifications with the IHGS (Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies) and holds both the Higher Certificate and 

Diploma in Genealogy. She set up her genealogy research business, Professional Family History, in 2010. In addition to her 
work for Pharos Karen has also tutored and written course material for the IHGS. Karen is a Member of AGRA (the Association 
of Genealogists and Researchers in Archive), the accrediting body for genealogists in England and Wales, and has served on 

AGRA’s Council and Board of Assessors. 

Karen says “I am absolutely delighted to have been appointed Course Director at Pharos. I am looking forward to working more 
closely with the incredible team of Tutors we have and continuing to provide excellent courses to our students.”

About Pharos Tutoring and Teaching Ltd

Pharos are specialists in online genealogy education, providing topic-based 
courses both individually and as part of certificate programmes. Our excellent 
tutors are professional genealogists and archives professionals with many 
decades of teaching experience. Our students benefit from interaction with 
their tutor in weekly chat rooms on every tutor-led course. Courses are 
short and reasonably priced, based around interesting topics and fascinating 
records.  

For more information about Pharos contact Helen Osborn at:

helen@pharostutors.com. 

Telephone: 01323 416882

Follow us on Twitter at: @PharosTutors
Helen and Karen

http://www.findmypast.co.uk>>
http://www.findmypast.co.uk>>
mailto:sweetingham%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:helen%40pharostutors.com?subject=
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A Whole New World 

by Marie Byatt (Member 5318)

Going Global with your Study is as good as taking a 
vacation.

I love data, especially about my study names. But I get very 
tired working my way through large numbers in a single 
database or area. I also get bored and it becomes work 
rather than fun. At one point, I felt I would never get past 
Great Stanmore.

I took a look at what I am doing. I am collecting data on 
people. They are born, do a bunch of things and die.  
Everyone has the same bookends on their lives. It doesn’t 
matter where or when they are. They still have to be born, 
wander around and die.

I use a Family software package (RootsMagic) but I could just 
as easily use spreadsheets or individual profiles. Since I am 
committed to collecting everyone, it doesn’t matter what 
order I use as long as everything is well documented.

I began taking ‘vacations’ and visiting my Peplers all over 
the world. I have ‘weekend getaways’ and collect one or two 
data sets from somewhere exotic or unknown to me. I add 
the information into my database and when I’ve finished, I 
check for possible overlaps. I now have Peplers and Peploes 
from six continents and most of Oceania – plus one Walter 
who “went west”.

Picking a vacation destination -------
Start with one of the large search sites that has world 
coverage – probably either Family Search or Ancestry.

Don’t be too fussy. You are looking for new horizons. So put in 
your study name, choose exact spelling and GO. For the sake 
of this demo – I chose ‘SPOT’ - one of the great names of the 
world if you are a dog.

Search Results from Historical Records on Family Search
1-20 of 1,661 Results for Name: Spot
Number of results to show: 20 50 100
Export Results 1-20

The problem is these results are jumbled from a bunch of 
different sources. I don’t want to have to work hard sorting 
things out – so I click to show results by collection.

Remembering that I am on vacation and looking for fun – 
I think I only want to do about 20-30 records therefore, I 
decide to look at all Birth, Marriage & Death record sources:

Birth, Marriage, & Death
Showing All 99 -
Show Top 5
TitleRecords

• Germany, Baden, Archdiocese of Freiburg im Breisgau, 
Catholic Church Records, 1678-1930 - 121

• Slovakia Church and Synagogue Books, 1592-1935 - 75
• United States, GenealogyBank Obituaries, 1980-2014 - 54
• Hungary, Catholic Church Records, 1636-1895 - 51
• England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 - 50
• Find A Grave Index - 41
• Netherlands, Archival Indexes, Vital Records - 30
• Germany Births and Baptisms, 1558-1898 - 28
• Louisiana, Parish Marriages, 1837-1957 - 23
• Jamaica, Civil Registration, 1880-1999 - 19
• Germany Marriages, 1558-1929 - 12

I decide to choose the Netherlands record. The 30 records 
turn out to be a combination of Marriages, baptisms and 
burial and include children born to a female Spot as well as 
males

Sounds good but I still don’t want to work much.

We are very fortunate to have online researching sites. I 
like Family Search simply because it is huge and it is free. 
AND you can download your results as a spreadsheet – a 
standardized spreadsheet with an included link back to the 
record. The same spreadsheet is used for Births, marriages, 
Burials, Censuses, etc. Father and mother are always in 
the same column, Residence is always in the same column 
– death is always in the same column. Even if I can’t read 
Dutch – I know which name is the child, mother or father 
because of the position.  Which date is the birth and which 
is the christening? And Family Search has downloadable word 
lists in their wiki to use if needed. I don’t need to ‘know’ the 
language to get the basics.

One click and I download my new Netherlands Spreadsheet.  
All the records are from the same basic source and if I use 
the hyperlink in the first column, it will take me to the exact 
record.

I copy the source details and enter the new records into my 
database. Then vacation over I go back to the task I was doing 
when I took the break. Next time, maybe I’ll try Jamaica.

But my hour ‘vacation’ has given me new people to think 
about. I ponder how they can fit with the ones I already was 
acquainted with. What more can I find out about them? It 
has renewed my excitement at discovery and new different 
puzzles. That’s what vacations are for. n

Marie is studying the surname Pepler with variants 
Beppler, Peplar, Peplo, Peploe, Peplow, Peppler and also 
the surname Scroop with variants Scroope, Scrope can be 
contacted at pepler@one-name.org

mailto:pepler%40one-name.org?subject=
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Certificates: Can you rely on them 
or are they a liability? 

by Nic Pursey (Member 6049)

We’ve all been there: peering forlornly at a document 
wondering if a particular John or Mary could be the 
one that takes our research that all-important step 

further.

My ‘John’ moment started when I spotted an entry on 
Roy Parkhouse’s excellent genealogy site (http://www.
parkhouse.org.uk/index.htm). It provides transcriptions for 
a number of Somerset parishes between Taunton and Devon 
(lucky me - that’s exactly where most of my kinsmen hail 
from). Drilling down on the site to the seemingly insignificant 
parish of Pitminster, Purseys emerge from the woodwork like 
termites from a nest. 

The object of my search was my 3x great grandfather John 
Pursey, born Pitminster 1811 and my eye was drawn to this 
marriage entry for a possible partner:

Pursey John Harr iet 
Stone

28 Dec 
1841

28 son of William 
29 daughter of 
William

The date fitted in with what I already knew, so I duly ordered 
a copy of his marriage certificate from the General Register 
Office. Clearly (thought my greener younger self), it would 
simply confirm the information from the transcript - that 
John Pursey did indeed marry Harriet Stone. And with luck, 
it would provide one or two useful details that would help 
subsequently. At the time, I had several candidates for John’s 
wife but as soon as I tore open the envelope, they became a 
secondary consideration. This is what met my eyes:

Who on earth was Maria? My younger self was mystified and 
also somewhat intimidated by the officialese: “Certified to 
be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a register 
of Marriages in the Registration District of Taunton.”

I pondered the conundrum some weeks before other 
discoveries ruled out this John from my own family. However, 

as my One-name study branched out, I returned many times 
over to the puzzle about John and Harriet/Maria, trying as 
one does, to pinpoint the growing number of strays.

Then in 2016, Ancestry helpfully decided to scan all the 
Somerset parish registers and put them online. Time to 
revisit the enigma and see for myself what was originally 
written. Here is the corresponding entry from the original 
Pitminster register:

It is clear that they both refer to the same event and at 
first glance, all seems in order. But take another look at the 
two documents … more closely this time. It’s time to indulge 
yourself in that old childhood favourite ‘spot the difference’.

So how did you do? If you found all three discrepancies, well 
done you! For those whose eyes are deceiving them, here 
they are:

The major one is that Maria in the GRO certificate is not 
Maria at all - but Harriet (as the Parkhouse transcription 
originally stated). And so obviously Harriet that one wonders 
how the copyist could interpret it as Maria. The more so as 
it is after all, the “certified copy of a register of Marriages in 
the Registration District of Taunton”.

Further inspection reveals that John Pursey is not a Pursey 
but a Purssey – a particular branch of the wider family, many 
of whom still use that particular spelling to this day.

And the witness Charles? Well in the original register, he does 
in fact possess a surname – again Purssey.

Obviously, no official sets out intentionally to deceive but this 
additional information was for me a gamechanger. Knowing 
the facts as presented in the original register would have 
led me to discount John and Harriet from my investigations 
much earlier than I did. And thereafter, it would have saved a 
good deal of time in being able to pinpoint John and Harriet

http://www.parkhouse.org.uk/index.htm
http://www.parkhouse.org.uk/index.htm
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in subsequent censuses.

So what lessons can we draw? For me, the moral is to avoid 
depending on someone else’s interpretation of what they 
see written in front of them. In this case, the oft-derided 
transcript was correct and the very document many of us 
use to justify our conclusions was error-ridden. Get hold of 
original document (or a copy) and you can make up your own 
mind about what you see. From there, you can take your 
studies forward with confidence.

Postscript: If you’re wondering whether the additional 
information in the register revealed anything more about 

John and Harriet? Well sadly, not much. It did allow me to 
identify John’s parents as William Purssey and his wife Ann 
Prowse but for the moment, they remain in that frustrating 
pile called ‘strays’. And what about that second entry in 
the marriage register – Isaac Pursey (and Mary Marke) - is 
he one of mine? Unfortunately, not. Closely related but not 
family. Whoever said conducting a one-name study was an 
easy business? n

Nic is studying the surname Pursey with variants Percie, 
Percy, Persey, Purse, Purssey and can be contacted at 
pursey@one-name.org

Come to Oxford in April 2020!

The 41st Guild Conference and AGM 
will take place at Jurys Inn Oxford 
from 24th to 26th April 2020. The 

hotel has recently undergone a complete 
multi-million pound refurbishment, 
and as well as spacious, ground-floor 
conference facilities, has a swimming 
pool complex and fitness centre.

Based on feedback and suggestions from 
the 2019 conference and some recent 
seminars the theme of the Conference 
is “Sources and Resources” and we hope 
to provide you with a weekend of finding 
out about all kinds of these! On the 
Friday afternoon Marie Byatt will hold a 
short session to give some tips on using 
Family Search in your ONS, followed 
by an opportunity to consult one of 
the Guild’s most important resources 
– our experienced members – on any 
stumbling blocks you have in your ONS 
research. There will also be a session 
for those attending a Guild conference 

for the first time so they know what to 
expect and can get the best out of the 
weekend.

Friday afternoon will also see a couple 
of optional visits being arranged; a tour 
of the Bodleian Library will enable those 
interested to see some of the wonderful 
rooms and displays there or for the 
more mechanically minded there will 
also be a visit to the MINI production 
plant at Cowley. Full details of these are 
available on the website – early booking 
is advised on both of these, as group 
numbers are limited.

The programme for the weekend is a 
departure from the usual conference 
routine. As well as some main speakers 
during the weekend, the Saturday 
afternoon and Sunday morning sessions 
will provide a choice of discussions/
workshops/breakout sessions on a 
variety of different topics within the 
conference theme. This format is again 
in response to feedback from a wide 

range of attendees at both conferences 
and seminars.

Obviously we cannot cover every source 
or resource in the time allowed and 
delegates will be able to select from the 
various sessions on offer; a list of topics 
currently planned can be seen on the 
website. There will also be a couple of 
sessions in which you can find out what 
you can do with your study when it is 
no longer possible for you to continue 
it, and also express your views on the 
current and future pathway of the Guild.  

We hope there will be something for 
everyone – more experienced and newer 
members alike. So come and join us 
next April, meet up with old friends and 
make some new ones. It promises to be 
a really good weekend. n

Sue Thornton-Grimes

Alan Moorhouse

The Association of Genealogists and Researchers in Archives 
(AGRA) is organising a for professional genealogists day 
encouraging them to join the Association. It will take 

place at the St George’s Centre in Leeds on March 16 March 
2020.

AGRA is the largest professional organisation of accredited 
members in the UK and we promote high professional standards 
in the field of genealogy and historical research. AGRA also acts 
as a representative voice in matters relating to genealogy.  

AGRA is looking to encourage other paid researchers to join. 
Members are generally acknowledged to be the best in their 
field.    

The event will include guidance on how to successfully run a 
professional genealogy practice and marketing, from members 
who have successfully run a business for many years. Other 
members will explain the advantages of joining the Association. 
There will of course be plenty of time to network with fellow 
delegates.

The event costs £15. If attendees join the cost will be deducted 
from the first year’s subscription. More details and a booking 
form can be found on the AGRA website www.agra.org.uk

The event takes place at the St George’s Centre, Great George 
Street, Leeds LS1 3LD n

PRESS RELEASE

Professional Network Day 

Encouraging professional researchers 
to be the best

The Surname Society AGM is to be held 
on 14 March 2020 and details can be 
obtained from the following link:

https://surname-society.org

http://www.agra.org.uk
https://surname-society.org
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“Industry in the Potteries” 
Seminar Report

Whitmore, Staffordshire
12 October 2019

by Hazel and Peter Rugman (Member 1093)

Living not too far from the Potteries, the industrial 
heartland of North Staffordshire, we decided to attend 
the above seminar at Whitmore Village Hall. It used to 

be said that the Potteries are an ugly picture set in a beautiful 
frame, although Stoke-on-Trent has been much improved 
in recent years and has many green spaces. If one travels 
up the hill through the ancient town of Newcastle-under-
Lyme, you soon find that beautiful frame where the village 
of Whitmore is located. Through the five interesting talks 
that were to follow we soon discovered that Staffordshire 
and neighbouring Cheshire have a very varied working history 
and if your interest is in Family History rather than mere 
genealogy and you want to put some flesh on the bones there 
is a wide variety of accessible records, including the William 
Salt Library in Stafford.

After Alan Moorhouse’s introduction there were five talks.

Records of Trades and Occupations as sources 
for Local and Family History

Liz Street, archivist with the Stafford 
Record Office, started with a well-
illustrated presentation. Most of us are 
familiar with census records that tell 
us what people’s jobs were when the 
census was taken but Liz showed that 
the record office has many records 
that can take us further. She showed 
us the importance of transport links 
to a community’s prosperity as well as 
local natural resources. Although the 
survival of business records can be 
chancy such things as title deeds often 

mention trades and occupations. Reports of accidents and 
disputes can reveal details of working conditions and records 
of the poor can tell us of changes in employment in an area. 
Customs records give an insight into what goods were being 
sold together with details of the premises from which they 
were being sold. Many of us know of the criminal justice 
records to be found in the Quarter Sessions reports but there 
are also lists of those eligible for jury service and Stafford 

even has a list of those who were required to contribute to 
the building of a new gaol.

Many of the earlier documents from the sixteenth century are 
name-rich and reveal much about the workings of industries 
such as iron smelting in Cannock and the beginnings of industry 
in the Black Country, much of which lies in Staffordshire. 
Churchwardens’ accounts from this period give information 
about rural life and often contain names of tradesmen 
employed in keeping the church in repair. The local Poor 
Law Commissioners and the Trade Guilds in the town can 
be a source of apprenticeship indentures even showing that 
some poor children were sent to the Lancashire cotton mills.  
Coroners’ proceedings often give the jobs of both witnesses 
and of the families of the deceased. The record office also 
holds various estate papers with records of such employees 
as warreners and foresters employed on Cannock Chase.

The message was that the internet is useful but for real 
detail visits to local record offices are very worthwhile.

Take a Pinch – Salt-making history and research 
resources in Cheshire and Staffordshire
Our second talk came from Sue Wilkes 
and covered a slightly wider area than 
Staffordshire. The Potteries needed 
salt in the production of ceramics 
and probably some of that came from 
nearby Cheshire although salt was also 
produced in parts of Staffordshire. 
There are records of men moving from 
the salt works of Cheshire to those in 
Staffordshire and back again. Who 
says that our ancestors didn’t move 
around much?

Salt was an important commodity from at least the Iron Age: 
it was used in the preservation of food and the production of 
cheese as well as in flavouring. It was so important that the 
Romans paid their troops partly in salt (giving us the word 
‘salary’) and they were certainly engaged in salt production 
in Cheshire. Salt production depended on the presence of 
brine springs where the brine could be extracted by pumping 
and then being  heated in large vats; the Romans used lead 
containers over wood fires but later the mining and use of 
coal and the means to transport it via the improved river and 
canal networks, meant that the pans had to be made of iron. 

Salt was expensive. From Anglo Saxon times until 1825 the 
state tax on salt led to smuggling. The salt-producing towns 
kept prices up by regulating production. More recently the 

Wedgwood Archivist 
Lucy Lead with David 
Burgess, Yorkshire West 
Regional Representative

Liz Street

Sue Wilkes
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price was controlled by manufacturers forming a Salt Union 
which was acquired by ICI in 1937. Salt forms the basis of 
many chemical processes and the chemical industry is now 
one of the main employers in Cheshire.

The salt towns, mainly around Northwich and Winsford 
in Cheshire, were smoky and dirty with piles of coke left 
around the towns. Work was both heavy and dangerous. As 
production increased and more brine was extracted, buildings 
in the towns became liable to sudden subsidence, leading to 
many being built of wood so that the entire building could 
be lifted off its foundations and rebuilt or moved to another 
site. The large number of meres and flashes, (lakes) around 
the salt towns is also the result of salt subsidence. Where 
rock salt is mined there is no subsidence and salt mines 
became a tourist attraction in the nineteenth century. The 
secure environment of the mines makes them an ideal place 
to store Cheshire’s archives.

This talk also illustrated the importance of transport links in
the development of industry in towns. Nantwich had been 
the original centre of salt-making but declined when the 
Weaver Navigation opened linking the port of Liverpool and 
the towns near Northwich. The various canals constructed 
later in the eighteenth century brought better links to the 
rest of the country and later the main railway line also by-
passed Nantwich.

Celebrating the female workforce at Doulton 
Pottery

Although pottery manufacture is 
usually associated with Stoke-on-
Trent, ceramics were and still are 
produced in many parts of Britain. 
Whilst Royal Doulton had factories 
in Stoke, our next speaker, Alison 
Boulton, brought alive the origins 
of the company in Lambeth and the 
employment of women in its art 
pottery.

Alison described her interest as one of 
those red herrings that many family 

historians like to follow. Whilst researching her mother’s 
family in the London area, she discovered a family member, 
Shouldn’t this be Deborah? Eborah Bismire, age thirteen 
on the 1881 census with the occupation of “vase painter,” 
at the Lambeth Works; in 1891 she was listed as a pottery 
decorator. Intrigued, Alison went on to research the Lambeth 
Works, owned by Henry Doulton, and the place of female 
employees in the organisation.

Originally Doulton’s pottery works had mainly manufactured 
utilitarian wares such as stoneware pottery used by inns, 
and the pipes used in London’s nineteenth century sewerage 
system built by Bazalgette. The factory was located not far 
from the Lambeth School of Art and when Henry Doulton 
decided to diversify into more decorative wares he offered 
work to artists who had trained there. Amongst those he 
recruited were the sisters Florence and Hannah Barlow and 
the sculptor, George Tinworth. Unusually these individual 
artists were given their own pottery marks and it is possible 
to identify their respective pieces. Deborah? also gained her 
own mark but is less famous than the Barlow sisters.

Doulton recruited both male and female workers to work in 
the art pottery studios, and by 1881 some 231 women were 
employed there at all levels. These women were responsible 
for a magnificent presentation book illustrated by every 
woman working in the studios that was given as a tribute to 
Henry Doulton. The book is kept with the Lambeth Archives 
in the Minet Library and Alison showed us pictures of some of 
the pages; the art work is truly remarkable.

In 1872 Henry Doulton acquired a factory in Nile Street, 
Burslem where the locals said that, ‘In their view he knew 
nothing about God and nothing about pottery!’ However he 
did gain a reputation for improving workers conditions and  
developing new working methods. The Lambeth works closed 
in the mid twentieth century.

The Wedgwood Archives
After an excellent lunch provided 
by the seminar organisers it was the 
turn of Lucy Lead who told us about 
the Wedgwood archive now housed in 
the Wedgwood Museum at Barlaston. 
It is the oldest industrial museum in 
the country and when the Wedgwood 
Group went into administration  was 
saved for the people of Staffordshire 
and is now an outpost of the V&A. It 
is the most complete ceramic archive
in the world, declared by UNESCO as 
part of the Memory of the World (UK).

With extensive records of patterns and manufacturing 
methods from the mid-eighteenth century onwards and many 
company catalogues, the Etruria collection also contains 
large volumes of correspondence relating to the Wedgwood 
family, including Charles Darwin, grandson of the founder, 
Josiah. They corresponded with many famous people in 
eighteenth century Britain, both friends and business 
associates. Josiah’s commonplace books are also there, a 
hotchpotch of information about day to day life as well as 
information about pottery manufacture.

The later Barlaston Collection includes some information 
about employees who served in the First World War and of 
Wedgwood’s own “Dad’s Army” from the 1940s. Following the 
later mergers and takeovers within the pottery industry, they 
also hold papers from other major pottery manufacturers. 
This is very much an archive for those researching the 
pottery industry in the UK rather than those searching for 
their own family records – unless of course you are related to 
the Wedgwoods or their friends.

The Real Greatest Showman – Philip Astley –  
and Me
Our last talk of the day was about a showman, entertainingly 
delivered by a showman – Andrew Van Buren, a magician 
and illusionist who has been in the theatre since he was six 
weeks old. Andrew brought to life someone he says should be 
known as one of the most interesting and famous inhabitants 
of Newcastle-under-Lyme – Philip Astley, born in the town 
in 1742. He was a larger than life character – 6’ 6” tall and 
reputed to have had the voice of 50 men. He became a 
sergeant-major in the Dragoons, fought in the Seven Years 
War, recorded as having captured seven enemy standards and 
rescuing the Duke of Brunswick from behind enemy lines. 

Lucy Lead

Alison Boulton
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Philip’s uncle, Newcastle-under-
Lyme postmaster, left his nephew 
£50 in his will; this  bequest enabled 
Philip to set up a riding school in 
London and he soon realised that 
people were interested in the riding 
demonstrations he gave. Before 
long he was performing acrobatics 
on horseback for audiences and in 
1768, to facilitate this, he built a 42ft 
diameter ring so that the horses could 
gallop. He eventually built a roofed 
amphitheatre where he and his wife 

performed and before long he brought in clowns and acrobats 
to entertain his audience. The first circus was born and to 
this day the standard circus ring is 42 feet in diameter. 

Over the next few years he toured Europe opening more 
theatres and it is said that he even got rent from Napoleon 
for the one he owned in Paris. Astley died and was buried in 
Paris but his grave has disappeared. In its day Astley’s London 
circus was popular with many people including Jane Austen 
and Charles Darwin.

Andrew spent many years trying to get Newcastle council 
to acknowledge their famous son but it has been an uphill 
task chiefly because circuses are considered to be places 
were animals are badly treated. But, as Andrew knows, 
Astley loved animals and wrote a book on the best way to 
train horses. The only animals used in Astley’s circuses were 

horses: wild animals were not used in his lifetime. Philip 
Astley should be recognised as the founder of the world-wide 
circus enjoyed by millions today.
Our thanks to the committee for providing us with such an 
entertaining and informative day and we could even purchase 
Moorhouse Marmalade from Alan – a real treat. n

EDITOR’S NOTE
In 1766 Josiah Wedgwood bought 350 acres to house his 
fourth site for the production of Wedgwood pottery. He 
named his new factory village Etruria, in homage to the 
ancient Etruscans of central Italy and gave it a Latin motto 
Artes Etruriae Renascuntur – Etruscan arts reborn. It had its 
own two-platform station from 1848 to 2005.

Hazel and Peter are studying the surname Rugman 
with variants Rogeman, Rougman, Ruggman, Rugmand, 
Rvgman and can be contacted at peter.rugman@one-
name.org

Andrew Van Buren

Seminar photos courtesy of Julie Goucher

mailto:peter.rugman%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:peter.rugman%40one-name.org?subject=
https://www.rootstech.org/salt-lake
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Forthcoming Seminars

#GuildTravellers

“Less Conventional Lives” Seminar
Littleton Millennium Memorial Hall

The Hall Way
Littleton

Winchester
Hampshire SO22 6QL

09:30 am for 10:00 am, Saturday 22 February 2020

There have always been those who society would regard as leading unconventional 
lives, whether because of particular cultural beliefs or a personal choice of 
lifestyle, which can make them difficult subjects for research. In this seminar 
we have invited speakers who can provide advice and insights into Romany, 
fairground, theatrical, showmen and hawker ancestors.

Programme

09:30 - 10:00 Registration and coffee

10:00 - 10:10 Welcome to the Seminar - Sue Swalwell

10:10 - 11:10 Was Your Ancestor a Gypsy? - Beverley Walker (Chair of the 
Romany and Traveller FHS)

11:10 - 11:15 Comfort Break

11:15 - 12:15 The Fairground Calendar - Graham Downie (Chairman of the 
Fairground Association of GB)

12:15 - 13:15 Lunch Break

13:15 - 14:15 From Fine Fabrics to Fur & Feathers - Peter de Dulin (Dulin 
One-Name Study)

14:15 - 14:20 Comfort Break

14:20 - 15:20 Searching for Theatrical Ancestors - Prof. Katharine Cockin 
(Dept. of Literature, Film and Theatrical Studies, Essex 
University)

15:20 - 15:40 Tea Break

15:40 - 16:40 The Remarkable Crichton: my elusive fascinating 
controversial ancestor - Gillian Hunter

16:40 - 16:45 Close of Seminar

Seminar cost, including refreshments and buffet lunch £22.00.

Littleton is about 2.5 miles north of Winchester and served by bus route 68. car 
access is via the B3420 from the A34; there is free parking on site. If you will be 
travelling by train please contact us for help in finding a lift from Winchester station.

Bookings close 9 February 2020. All 
bookings will be confirmed by email, 
with full joining instructions, on or 
soon after this date.

For more information look under the 
Events tab at https://one-name.org or 
phone the Guild Help Desk Tel: 0800 
011 2182

16 May 2020
On The Wrong Side of the 
Law

From big time villain to petty thief, 
we can probably all find one or two 
ancestors who didn’t manage to 
keep on the straight and narrow. We 
return to this West Country venue to 
discover more about the working of 
the criminal justice system, and the  
court and prison records that will 
help us track down individuals, and to 
explore the fascinating links between 
crime writing and genealogy.

Venue: Ruishton Village Hall, 
Cheats Road, Ruishton, Taunton, 
TA3 5JD.

1 August 2020
Those Who Served

Nearly every generation has known 
war. Whatever their reasons, whether 
press-ganged, patriotic or penniless, 
many of our ancestors served and 
their stories from Napoleonic times 
to the two World Wars can be 
revealed in the records. The search 
is on for further speakers to improve 
our strategy and strengthen our 
campaign!

Venue: Stock Village Hall, Common 
Road, Stock, Ingatestone, Essex 
CM4 9NF.

10 October 2020
Widening Horizons

This ‘tools and techniques’ seminar 
will be run jointly by the Guild of 
One-Name Studies and the Local 
Population Studies Society, with 
various speakers looking at ways of 
collecting, analysing and interpreting  
data collected in the process of one-
name studies or local population 
analysis.

Venue: Solihull Methodist Church, 
Blossomfield Road, Solihull, West 
Midlands B91 1LG.

We would like to ensure that any 
disabled delegate can participate 
fully in this event. Anyone with 
any special requirements should 
telephone the Guild Help Desk on 
0800 011 2182 or email seminar-
booking@one-name.org

#GuildCriminal

#GuildMilitary

#GuildCollaboration

https://one-name.org
mailto:seminar-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:seminar-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
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Welcome to GENEVA
An online calendar of GENealogical EVents and Activities

This calendar is being run jointly on behalf of GENUKI and 
the Federation of Family History Societies http://geneva.
weald.org.uk and is maintained by Guild member Malcolm 
Austen (5240) geneva@weald.org.uk. 

Feb 8 Bristol, BRI, The Family History Show, South-West
Feb 22 Littleton, Winchester, HAM , Guild of One-Name 
Studies Of No Fixed Abode (Romany and Traveller) 
Seminar
Mar 2 IHGS, KEN, Heraldry
Mar 14 The Surname Society AGM
Mar 14 Oxford, OXF FFHS AGM/GM 2020
Mar 21 Wetherby, YKS Guild of One-Name Studies, 
Yorkshire Regional Meeting
Mar 21 Poole, DOR, Dorset Family History Society’s 
Family History Day
Mar 28 IHGS, KEN, The Professional Approach 
Apr 9 Sevenoaks, KEN Famiy History Day and AGM
Apr 17-18 Alexandra Palace, LND, Family Tree Live 2020
Apr 24-26 Oxford, OXF Guild of One-Name Studies: 
Annual Conference and AGM
May 2 Sheffield, YKS Sheffield Family History Fair
May 10-14 St. Quentin, LEI 2020 Battlefield Tour, The 
Hindenburg Line
May 16 Ruishton, Taunton, SOM, Guild of One-Name 
Studies On the Wrong Side of the Law Seminar
May 18 IHGS, KEN, The Parish and the Manor
Jun 20 York, YKS, The Family History Show
Jun 26-27, NEC, WAR, The Genealogy Show
Sep 26 Manchester, LAN RQG Conference - Genealogy and 
Social History: Know Your Ancestors
Sep 26 Sunbury, SRY, The Family History Show London

http://geneva.weald.org.uk
http://geneva.weald.org.uk
mailto:geneva%40weald.org.uk?subject=
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