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From the Committee…

by W. Paul Featherstone, Guild Chairman 

It is nice to hear back from members especially after a 
chairman’s newsletter or from this piece in our journal. 
However, it appears that we may be being treated like 

nursemaids. I know the website is not perfect, but most things 
can be found with a little thought and exploration. It seems 
some members expect us to know everything and by and large 
we do, but I hate to be asked things that can easily be found 
on the website. We know it’s not the end of the world to 
answer the odd email, but I have had three this week and it’s 
only Monday. Please try and find the answer yourself on our 
website, it’s fine if you fail but you might also find things you 
did not know were there. It is, after all our biggest resource 
please use it. 

The Members Handbook is being brought up to date and 
hopefully will be available soon. Like everything else we are 
dependent on volunteers and this is proving to be a much 
bigger job than was expected, I should say it will be no longer 
be a printed booklet but will be on our website, so it will be a 
lot easier to keep up to date. Our thanks to Ken Toll (MCG) for 
the hours of work he has put into this.

I mentioned last time about member retention, and we have 
a few ideas bouncing around at the moment. If you have any 
ideas we will be pleased to hear them, maybe from your own 
experiences.

Since the very early days of the Guild we have been members 
of the Federation of Family History Societies; despite this, we 
have formally resigned from the Federation. The committee 
felt that we get little benefit apart from the public liability 
insurance it offers members. After a review of our insurances, 
we have managed to get an overall policy which saves us over 
£500 a year which we can put to better use for members. 

We have asked the federation if they would consider another 
membership option for associating with them, but we are still 
awaiting a reply.

I hope you all saw the results of the election for the new 
committee which I put out via a Chairman’s newsletter. If you 
did not, the new committee will consist of the following nine 
members:

Julie Goucher, Tracy Care, Sue Thornton-Grimes, Peter Copsey, 
Peter Alefounder, Stephen Daglish, Christopher Gray, Marie 
Byatt and yours truly.

Our seminar subcommittee has a new chairman in Jackie 
Depelle with Alan “Marmalade” Moorhouse (MCG) standing in 
as vice chair.

After all the clamour for elections over the last few years, 
I was disappointed with the turnout. A few comments were 
raised about our methodology, but this was the first committee 
election for a number of years and the first time we have held 
it electronically even though some sixty members were mailed 
voting papers because they lack email access.

As this is the last time you may hear from me since a new 
committee will be formed after the AGM, I wish you all the 
best of results in your research. n

W Paul Featherstone (2627)

Chairman
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Marriage Challenge Update: 
Using Ancestry and Findmypast

by Peter Copsey MCG
(Marriage Challenge Coordinator, Member 1522)

Registration District and Period Request Deadline Challenger Challenger’s Email Key

Stratford-upon-Avon 1837-1911 
Please read article above

25 April 2019 Cheryl Hunnisett cheryl.hunnisett@one-
name.org

B

Gravesend 1837-1939 (repeated 
and extended)

30 June 2019 Mike Miskin miskin@one-name.org B

This little article is a follow-on from the article in the last 
Journal. It is brought about by a request from a member 
who has volunteered to do a Challenge where many of 

the registers can be found on Ancestry. It has also prodded me 
to go back to Committee and ask whether the conditions that 
were agreed about eight years ago are to be upheld.

In the past, the Guild Committee has asked that Ancestry and 
Findmypast (FMP) should not be used for Challenges. The terms 
and conditions of these two providers are sufficiently strict to 
preclude their use. FMP state that use of their site shall be “for 
your own personal use” which clearly a Challenge would not 
be. An organisation that wishes to use the site may apply for 
permission and separate terms and conditions will be imposed.

Ancestry state that, quoting from their terms & conditions-

We refer to Ancestry Content in the public domain as 
“Public Domain Content.” You are free to use a small 
portion of individual photos and documents that are 
Public Domain Content, but you must obtain our written 
permission to use more than a small portion of these 
collections.

Sending out 200 or more images of marriage register pages is 
thought not to be “a small portion” despite being a very small 
percentage of the images available on the site.

Our Guild Committee meeting on 23 February confirmed the 
earlier decision not to use Ancestry or FMP for Challenges.

The Challenge that has prompted this re-look at the providers’ 
terms is one for the Registration District of Stratford-upon-
Avon (see list below). Many of the churches in this District can 

be found on Ancestry (one or two on FMP) but, importantly, 
the three Anglican churches in Stratford-upon-Avon itself are 
on neither website. In addition, several of the churches on 
Ancestry stop before 1911. It seems probable that about 40% 
of the marriages between 1837 and 1911 will not have been 
digitised or indexed. A Marriage Challenge for this District will 
be worthwhile.

For those members who have Ancestry, the Challenger requests 
that you check whether the marriages can be found on the 
website and leave these marriages off your list of requests.  
Otherwise, the Challenger will notify you whether marriage 
details can be found on Ancestry or FMP and it will be left to 
you to research them. Bear in mind that many public libraries 
have Ancestry available.

The Guild is always looking for Marriage Challengers. If you 
live fairly close to a County Record Office and can afford to 
spend some time there to help other Guild members with their 
one-name studies by finding marriage entries, then becoming 
a Challenger could be an option. As explained above, even if 
Ancestry, Findmypast or FamilySearch have done some indexing 
for marriages in a particular county, there is likely to be some 
parts of that county or some period where a Challenge would 
be worthwhile.  

I will give advice on what is needed and on any aspect of a 
Challenge that is concerning you. Most Challengers find a 
Challenge a rewarding and interesting experience. Why not 
send me an email to marriage-challenge@one-name.org if 
you think you can contribute. n

The Challenges beginning in the coming months are:

Key B: Requests using the standard Excel template much preferred (see website), but willing to accept other formats.

mailto:cheryl.hunnisett%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:cheryl.hunnisett%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:miskin%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:marriage-challenge%40one-name.org?subject=
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What’s in a name?
          …and the role DNA testing 
may play in our feelings of identity

I run two one-name studies, both of which have associated 
DNA Projects, and one of the roles I regularly have to play 
is that of counsellor - reassuring those occasional testers 

who have suddently made the discovery that they are not 
quite who they thought they were. Generally the explanation 
can be found by carefully checking their ancestry for births 
of children very soon after (or before) marriage, or looking 
for one of those very late babies who appear on the census 
recorded as the children of mothers in their late forties or 
fifties (and with an older unmarried daughter still living at 
home or nearby). But I have never had any of those surprises 
myself ... possibly because I already knew that there were 
quite a few ‘irregularities’ in my own family history. At 
least I can explain this to my troubled correspondents, and 
reassure them that accidents of birth do not mean you have 
to reassess your identity!

According to my Birth Certificate, my name is Susan 
Jacqueline Ward; my father was Leonard Ward and my 
mother was Mary Susan Ward, formerly Green.

My husband’s Birth Certificate says his name is Anthony John 
Mastel; his father was Royston John Mastel and his mother 
Annie Kathleen Mastel, formerly Johnson.

All very straightforward, but as I was soon to discover, apart 
from the surname Johnson, the three other surnames are 
just pie in the sky!

I’ve held several names in my lifetime: my given name 
is Susan, but I much prefer Sue. I rarely mention my 
middle name of Jacqueline – though it appears on official 
documents, including my medical records. Recently my file 
was mistakenly labelled ‘Jacqueline Mastel’ at the hospital 
where I was treated for cataracts, making me jump every 
time my name was called in the waiting room as I realised 
they meant me! As a child I was considerably smaller than 
my classmates, so some of the nuns at my school used to call 
me ‘Little Susie Wardie’ (as they patted me on the head ... 
grrr!), but even that was better than ‘Syoozan’ which was 
how some teachers pronounced my name.

My maiden name 
being Ward, this 
was my identity 
throughout my 
childhood and 
teenage years. 
But even before I 
began researching 
our family history, I 
knew that Ward may 

not be my ancestral surname at all: my paternal grandfather 

was Frank Ward (1880-1975)1, (left with my granny Rhoda 
Snary – they both came from Bristol) and he readily told 
us grandchildren that he was illegitimate/an orphan and 
had various stories to explain why he was given the name 
WARD (many of these included his father having come from 
London). However, when I ordered his GRO birth certificate, 
this confirmed that his mother Mary Ann Kent2 named him 
Frank Ward and claimed to be married to his father, John 
Ward commercial traveller, but there is no such marriage 
recorded on the GRO index for England, or in parish registers 
for either Bristol or Mary’s Ann’s home county of Wiltshire. 
What surprised me more, was that Frank would have known 
all this, because he had obtained (and retained!) a copy of 
his birth certificate when he was only twelve, under the 1891 
Factory Workshop Act. I inherited this document along with 
his other papers, and it shows Frank’s own application on 
the reverse, when he stated his correct date/place of birth 
and named his father as John Ward, but left his mother’s 
name blank. Only Mrs Grainger (see below) could have told 
him this – how much else did she know of his birth? I remain 
intrigued that he never mentioned Mary Ann Kent, despite 
having known her name most of his life ... perhaps he felt so 
rejected he could not bring himself to name her?

My research revealed that Frank had been born in June 1880, 
two doors from Mary Ann’s married sister Emily’s home in 
Bedminster.  By the time of the 1881 census, Frank was living 
with a Mrs Grainger as a ‘nurse child’, and he remained with 
Mrs Grainger through till the 1901 census – though in 1891 and 
1901 he appeared as her ‘son’ Frank Grainger!  Meanwhile, 
Mary Ann stayed with her sister in Bedminster until after the 
1881 census (where she was recorded once again as Mary Ann 
Kent, unmarried, visitor), then she must have returned home 
to her family in Wiltshire – as she was buried as ‘Mary Ann 
Kent, spinster’, in Colerne in May 1887 aged just forty-four, 
only a week before her mother’s sudden death. As far as I can 
discover, the only family member who knew of Mary Ann’s 
son Frank’s existence would have been her sister Emily – who 
had died in Bristol in 1885. (I can only hope that discovery of 
the existence of the illegitimate child had nothing to do with 
mother, sister and daughter’s rapid departures!)

In my attempts to trace Frank’s ancestry, all I have to go on 
is the possibility that when Mary Ann named Frank’s birth 
father as John Ward, commercial traveller, this may really 
have been the name and occupation of her baby’s natural 
father – but the only way I am likely to establish the truth is 
through DNA, and there are no living male descendants alive 
to provide a yDNA sample for the Ward line. However, Frank 
definitely believed he was a Ward, and once he had left Mrs 
Grainger’s home that is the surname he kept – providing all 
sorts of stories about how he came by it to his family ... none 
of which seem to have had a grain of truth.

by Sue Mastel (Member 4698)
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So, when I was born, my own birth could potentially have 
been registered as Susan Ward, Susan Kent or Susan Grainger.

As you can probably guess, I have not been able to leave 
the possibility of discovering my great grandfather’s identity 
alone: I don’t know when she arrived in Bristol, but in the 1871 
census, Mary Ann Kent was the housekeeper in her brother 
Aram’s Inn (The Fox and Hounds) in Colerne, Wiltshire, 
having previously been described as a dressmaker – perhaps 
she could have met Frank’s father at work? Colerne had been 
a centre for clothmaking for centuries, but this industry had 
switched to paper-making by the early nineteenth century. Or 
did she meet Frank’s father when she first arrived in Bristol?  
Her sister Emily had married Kennedy Brown in 1875: he was 
a draper and in the 1881 census Mary Ann’s occupation when 
she was living at their home was ‘milliner and dressmaker’. 
But how long had she been in Bristol before Frank’s birth? 
In 1881 there were also five other individuals living in the 
Brown household, some of whom were draper’s assistants ... 
could the father of Mary Ann’s baby be someone she met in 
Bristol while working for her brother-in-law? 

Despite the fact that both the name and occupation could 
have been total fiction, these are the only clues I have to 
follow.  Anyone who knows me will not be surprised to learn 
that I have created a spreadsheet listing all the potential 
candidates with details of their families and movements 
in each census! Few of the potential daddies named John 
Ward in the 1871/81/91 censuses mentioned the industry in 
which they were employed – though the John J Ward b~1851 
who worked in the tobacco trade could definitely have had 
dealings in Bristol – and none could definitely be excluded.
 
The most promising commercial traveller from an age point 
of view was the John N Ward living in Chorlton, Lancs with 
a wife and a growing family. Further research revealed that 
both he and his wife came from Louth in Lincs – and both 
their lines of ancestry were firmly based in this parish for a 
number of generations.  

If this WAS Frank Ward’s father, this could explain an otherwise 
unexplained chunk of ancestry that showed up in the first 
map I received for my Living DNA results3 as originating in 
the East Midlands region! However, in the latest rerun of the 
distribution on my Living DNA Ancestry map the unexplained 
26% has moved further south to London and the South East 

(where I have no 
known ancestry 
w h a t s o e v e r ) 
(see latest map 
left). Perhaps my 
grandfather’s story 
that his REAL father 
was from London 
had some truth!

Moving on, my 
next surname 
was (briefly) 
Montgomery – as a 
result of a very short 
marriage. I retained 
the surname for 
several years 
after we parted, 
only exchanging 

it for Mastel after my eventual divorce and remarriage to 
my present husband Tony (and we also changed my elder 
daughter’s surname to Mastel as well). I feel very comfortable 
with this unusual surname, so as my family history research 
extended to include my husband’s family, it was surprising 
to learn that in fact Tony’s grandfather’s name was not John 
Mastel. It was actually Walter Francis Appleby (1888-1966)4 
(see title photo – this photo was taken during his short spell 
in the Shanghai Municipal Police); who had changed his name 
in 1916 just before marrying Tony’s grandmother (I believe 
I have now uncovered the reasons for the change of name). 
So in fact, our family surname should be Appleby, but even 
though I manage the Appleby ONS, I still prefer to remain a 
Mastel.

My mother was always very perceptive, and though always 
known as Mary Green 
(seen on the right with 
her mother Mary Isabella 
(Adamthwaite) and a little 
me), she was the only 
one of her siblings who 
had actually discovered 
her real name prior to 
her marriage! She knew 
that her birth certificate 
recorded her surname as Bell, though her father was correctly 
entered as James Green, as was the case with all her siblings 
– so he must have attended the Registrar’s office when Mary 
registered each child’s birth).  The 1911 census confirmed 
that Mary Isabella Adamthwaite had been first married to a 
John Bell but they had parted before having any children, 
and although John Bell had no scruples about remarrying 
within a couple of years (without troubling to get out of his 
first marriage) my grandparents waited another thirty odd 
years to become legally married – I suspect waiting until 
Mary Isabella’s first husband had died, probably because my 
grandfather James Green was an Irish Catholic and would not 
have married a divorced woman even if divorce had been an 
option.  

All these complications 
raise the very real 
possibility that when my 
parents married in 1940, 
my father should probably 
have been named Len 
Kent (or Grainger?) and 
my mother Mary Bell ... 
and after I married Tony 
I should have been Sue 
Appleby. But would it have 
made any difference to my 
life? Of course not.

If I ever needed to 
change my name I would 
undoubtedly choose 
Adamthwaite, my maternal 
grandmother’s maiden 
name. I only met Mary 
Isabella Adamthwaite (1878-1952)5, who was a secret Bell 
for nearly forty years and eventually a Green (shown right 
with her eventual husband Jim Green), a few times, but of 
all my ancestral surnames, hers is the  name with which I 
feel most closely associated. On our first brief holiday to 
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Ravenstonedale, Cumbria where we stayed in a remote 
cottage on the other side of Howgill Fell to Adamthwaite 
Farm, I felt more ‘at home’ than anywhere else I have ever 
visited. Watching the farmer bringing fodder up the steep 
hillside to his newly-born lambs, I could begin to imagine the 
lives of my distant Adamthwaite ancestors, many of whom 
lived in the immediate area around the cottage. Knowing that 
I share autosomal DNA with other Adamthwaite descendants 
creates a bond and a definite feeling of belonging to an 
ancient clan.

So with my bewildering number of possible surnames, I can 
sympathise with those who spend years trying to discover 
their true ‘identity’ following an unexpected discovery 
that the name they grew up with may NOT be their actual 
ancestral name at all!

In the absence of any yDNA for a Ward descendant, two first 
cousins in that line and I have all taken Family Finder tests 
and I regularly search for shared matches at a similar level to 
all three of us, to discover if any of them have any ancestry 
in Bristol or Wiltshire at around the time that Frank Ward 
would have been conceived. To ensure that any such matches 
are not connected through our Snary ancestry, I can also 
compare any matches to a set of Family Finder results from 
a Snary descendant who does NOT share any Ward Ancestry.  

I live in hope of eventually resolving ONE mystery! n

References

1. Frank WARD – see http://mastelfamily.com/
wardkent-generation-2

2. Mary Ann KENT – see http://mastelfamily.com/
wardkent-generation-3

3. Living DNA https://livingdna.com/

4. Walter Francis APPLEBY – see http://mastelfamily.
com/w-f-appleby-aka-mastel

5. Mary Isabella Adamthwaite – see http://mastelfamily.com/
gen-2-mary-isabella-adamthwait

Sue is studying the surname Adamthwaite and Appleby 
with variants Appelbee, Applebee and can be contacted 
at sue.mastel@one-name.org

2018 Conference of the Austin Families 
Association of America (AFAOA)

Philadelphia, the adult home of Benjamin Franklin and the venue for the declaration of independence was also the venue for 
the 2018 Conference of the Austin Families Association of America (AFAOA). Attended by over thirty members from all over 
America, the UK and indeed Australia, participants heard lectures on immigration, adding biography to genealogy, DNA, 

and TNG. Yours truly gave an anecdotal talk about a journey from family history – from Tasmania to Ambrose Austen of Kent and 
Jeromesville in Ohio, USA and the GOONS.  

My Austen-Austin one-name study now has a prominent link to the new AFAOA website and their extensive collection of Austin 
families recently enhanced by their change to TNG (austen.one-name.net). In turn the AFAOA site has a prominent link to my 
GOONS hosted site. In time there will be significant crossover as more connections are discovered.

I was specifically invited to introduce the GOONS as a result of their contact with former Chairman Paul Howes when consideration 
was being given to their use of TNG. The outcome is a very satisfactory result: Goons to AFAOA and AFAOA to GOONS via my 
one-name study of the Austen (and variants) name. Although not yet public due to new material and contacts continuing to find 
their way to my inbox, I hope to have it up and running by the time this gets published. Despite having over seventy families the 
study has hardly scratched the seemingly large number of families to be recorded and documented; a task greatly assisted by 
the existence of an American collection. n

by Brian Austen (Member 3234)

http://mastelfamily.com/wardkent-generation-2
http://mastelfamily.com/wardkent-generation-2
http://mastelfamily.com/wardkent-generation-3
http://mastelfamily.com/wardkent-generation-3
https://livingdna.com/
http://mastelfamily.com/w-f-appleby-aka-mastel
http://mastelfamily.com/w-f-appleby-aka-mastel
http://mastelfamily.com/gen-2-mary-isabella-adamthwait
http://mastelfamily.com/gen-2-mary-isabella-adamthwait
mailto:sue.mastel%40one-name.org?subject=
http://austen.one-name.net
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Gotts soldiers in the fall of 
Singapore in WW2

by Ian Gotts (Member 1398)

Having done a lot of work on the soldiers who died 
in WW1, I started looking at WW2, knowing the 
‘remembrance anniversary’ starts in 2019.

I have four Gottses in my One-Name Study who were involved 
in the fall of Singapore, one who died and three who survived 
it with some awful consequences. Eerily, in investigating this 
part of the war I found two connections which could have 
affected my existence and my family. What is noticeable 
about WW2 is the amount of personal testimony and analysis 
that is available on the internet. This provides an incredibly 
rich source of background material to help understand what 
happened and put some flesh on the bones.

The background
Singapore was established as a port to control the flow 
of trade through the Malacca Straits, the fastest route to 
China and Australia from the West. It was the key to much 
Empire trade, e.g. 40% of the world’s rubber and 60% of 
its tin was produced in Malaya; its shipping was controlled 
through Singapore. The British view of its defence was that 
any attack would be by sea as the jungle was ‘impenetrable’ 
(oops – badly wrong!), but at the same time the vital task 
was to win the war in Europe, so Singapore/Malaya were left 
with having enough firepower to withstand an attack until 
the Royal Navy could assist. This meant that Singapore had 
no modern aircraft, only older, slower planes. There was no 
chain of command, with the RAF deciding where to build 
airfields in Malaya and Thailand but with no consideration for 
their re-supply or defence by the army. The lack of leadership 
by General Percival meant total lack of preparedness for 
invasion. The prevalent British view of the Japanese was 
that as they only ate rice they must be lacking in essential 
vitamins and therefore mentally inferior!

Japan, meanwhile, had captured the lucrative parts of China 
in 1937, had honed their invasion tactics there, developed 
Zero jets which outperformed even the Hurricanes that 
eventually arrived, and had used the intelligence of the 3000 
Japanese occupants of Singapore to know all about it. They 
had been planning this for a long time.

Japan invades Malaya, 8 December 1941
Japan attacked Pearl Harbour on 7 December 1941, and 
invaded Malaya and Thailand one hour prior on 8 December 
(International Dateline making this look odd!). Whilst the 
British Empire had 100,000 troops already there, many were 
Indian volunteers and Australian forces, which included many 
new recruits.

The British government looked for troops they could send 
to Singapore as soon as possible to reinforce it. The nearest 
were the 18th Division, on board a convoy at the Cape of Good 
Hope bound for Libya via Palestine, so they were despatched 

initially to India. Part of the Division was redirected straight 
to Malaya. This included 5th & 6th Norfolk Infantry Regiments, 
and 2nd Cambridgeshires, but with no artillery or transport 
to back them up. They landed at Singapore naval base on 
13 January, by which time the Japanese had taken Kuala 
Lumpur and were swiftly moving south.

Were they ready to fight?
The 5th and 6th Battalions Royal Norfolk Regiment (5RNR & 
6RNR) were new service battalions called up in December 
1939. They were intended to fight in Egypt and Libya, 
and had trained in Scotland with open landscape then in 
Lancashire from October 1941. In October 1941 they set sail 
for four months training in Palestine, but not before a scrape 
for technicians took 20% of their best men and left them with 
raw volunteer recruits and no time to break them in.

By the time they arrived in Singapore on 13 January 1942 
they had:

• been unable to stay fit in North West England through 
route marches because they could not march on cobbled 
streets

• been in 50% overcrowded ships for eleven weeks which 
made any physical training very difficult

• no opportunity to train with the new recruits or those 
that had been promoted to fill vacant rôles, let alone 
any combat training

• no training in jungle warfare, having arms selected 
for open field fighting, not close jungle combat and no 
artillery support

Only three days after they landed they were fighting.

What could go wrong? Almost everything.

The fall of Malaya and Singapore
The invasion used the Japanese Imperial Guards, the best 
fighters in their army who could live off the jungle and move 
very quickly. They found that bicycles were very useful on 

Title photo: PumpkinSky [CC BY-SA 4.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], https://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bridge_on_the_River_Kwai_-_tourist_plaza.JPG
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the paved roads 
installed by the 
British in Malaya, 
and their ninety 
small tanks could 
drive through the 
regularly-planted 
rubber plantations 
and make rapid 
progress. Their 
Zero airplanes 
outclassed even 
the Hurricanes that 
eventually arrived 
with 18th Division, 
demolished our 
air superiority and 
sank the Repulse 
and Prince of Wales 
warships sent to 
relieve Singapore.

It took the 
Japanese only six 

weeks to fight their way 600 km to Ayer Hitam in the south 
of the peninsula, moving very rapidly. The Australians had 
fought hard to keep them at bay but were outnumbered 
and outmanoeuvred. The Japanese Colonel considered that 
they ‘fought two battles, rebuilt three bridges and moved 
forward 20 kilometres every day’. Three days after landing 
in Singapore, 5RNR and 6RNR were fighting there. 

Pte Leslie George Gotts 5 Bn Royal Norfolk 
Regiment
Leslie George Gotts was on patrol on 23 January near Ayer 
Hitam, and was shot in the head by a Japanese sniper. 
He could not be recovered that day, but was found the 
next day and taken back to their base. It seems they were 
then captured by the Japanese, and he was operated 
on in a tent hospital by his Regimental doctor, with no 
anaesthetic. They did not know if he would live through 
the night, and because they did not want to distress all 
their other patients with his cries of pain they put him 
outside in the monsoon rain. 

Eventually Leslie arrived in Singapore. He recovered from 
his wounds, but one arm had only limited movement. To eat 
he had to hold a bowl of rice and grind it with the end of a 
bottle. ‘No work, no food’ was the order by the Japanese. 
He spent three years doing this in Changi Prison camp to stay 
alive. (This was compiled from a relative’s knowledge and 
Casualty Lists)

Surrender of Singapore
By February the Japanese had swept through the rest of 
Malaya, taking many prisoners as they went, moving quickly 
on to Singapore Island. When it surrendered on 15 February. 
30,000 Japanese soldiers had outfought and overwhelmed 
80,000 British and Empire troops, many inexperienced in 
battle and unprepared for jungle warfare. 

At this point there was much scavenging for food on both 
sides. The Japanese did not have a strong supply line, hence 
it had been key to win the war quickly. Over the next few 

days all British civilians and soldiers were gradually marched 
to Changi at the East of Singapore Island.

Tracing Prisoners
Tracing what happened to POWs relies on the small number 
of The National Archive (TNA) records which can be found in 
Find My Past’s details of Prisoners of War. One tip in using this 
is that the record set covers POWs from 1750: I found that if 
I ticked the WW2 box on the filter, the earlier record set was 
excluded from the search.

Sources include:

• Casualty Lists (compiled by the War Office) (WO 417) 
Be careful to find the number and date of each list you 
extract, which will be several pages before the record 
you are taken to. These will give you the dates of those 
going missing, being wounded, captured and released. 

• Japanese POW Index cards WO 345 (see below)
• Various other inventories of POWs in camps, or being 

moved overland to Thailand (OVL) or shipped to Japanese 
labour camps (OVS) (WO various numbers) 

The Japanese POW card below shows Leslie’s details. The top 
left symbol denotes Changi camp. All those I have seen are 
dated 15 or 16 August 1942, so it appears that the Japanese 
camps were pushed into recording the details of POWs. They 
all show the date of capture as the fall of Singapore: 15 
February in 17th year of the Emperor.

The information on the card clearly identifies him and his 
next of kin, a useful crosscheck.

The cards have a 
reverse side which 
show first camp 
and movements, 
though Leslie’s 
only has a first 
entry and a 
liberation entry, 
so he was in 
Changi all the 
time. 
 
To access the 
first page is easy, 
being indexed by 
surname.  To see 
the reverse, go 
to the first page 
image and scroll 
on one page. 

All three cards for 
my Gotts people have limited information on the reverse, 
only the starting camp and date and camp and date on 
release. I have seen other cards which have more detail of 
the movements of prisoners, but these seem to be those who 
went overseas, e.g. to POW labour camps in Japan. TNA and 
MOD do not know the origin of these cards, as they were 
acquired by the South East Asia Command. 

There is a clue in the ‘Report of the ICRC on its Activities 
During World War 2’, presented to their 1948 Stockholm 
conference (Ref 2). This refers to their difficulty of getting 

Ref 1. Maps c/o Anzacportal which has good 
descriptions of the fighting
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information on POWs from the Japanese government. They 
refer to an index being held by the “Huryojohokioku”, or 
Prisoners’ Information Bureau (PIB) in the Japanese Ministry 
for War. Many of the POW camp commanders had no interest 
in keeping records of POWs, and as my Gottses were moved 
around many camps in Singapore and Thailand without them 
being registered on this card, I suspect that this is the card 
Index held in PIB in Tokyo. It would make sense that POWs 
going to Japan were recorded better than those in remote 
Thai camps.

TNA refers to a Dutch document which helps identify the 
camp with a picture index of the symbols used. (Ref 3)

Pte Stanley Herbert Gotts 5 Bn Royal Norfolk 
Regiment
Stanley had a very short war. He contracted typhus and 

died on 23 February, eight days 
after Singapore fell. Typhus 
is contracted by fleas which 
often live on rats, which were 
abundant. At times rats were 
caught and eaten to keep men 
alive, but it is more likely that 
he was near the rats and got 
bitten by fleas. We only know 
how he died from a death 
record in WO 361 showing he 
was buried in the Kampong Java 
Christian Cemetery by 197 Field 
Ambulance. It was common 

practice to bury those with typhus outside the camp. He was 
later reinterred at the CWGC cemetery at Kranji. 

5774541 L/Cpl Edwin Charles Gotts 6th Bn 
Royal Norfolk Regiment
The Casualty Lists start with 
Edwin being listed as Missing 
on 15 February 1942, then over 
a year later on 27 May 1943. 
It must have been agonising 
for his family to wait for over 
a year before knowing he was 
still alive, and was the same 
for the ICRC record for Leslie 
George. 
 
He would have started in Changi 
POW Camp, but he was in the 
first draft of POWs transferred 
to Thailand on 24 June 1942. The list below shows Edwin as 
having gone Overland (OVL) to Thailand. 

In TNA WO 344 holds POW debriefing interviews, and there 
is one for Edwin. This shows he started in Ban Pong camp at 
the Thai end of the Burma Railway, and that he was moved 
nine times between camps. His POW Index card reverse does 
not show any, so we cannot rely on the cards to know where 
soldiers were. See britain-at-war.org.uk (Ref 4) for excellent 
descriptions of many of the camps. 

Edwin spent two years working on the Burma railway, but not

doing the heavy lifting. His daughter says he had carpentry 
skills and the Japanese made use of him for making shoes 
and other things. He wasn’t treated better than the others 
because when he returned home in 1946 he weighed 6 1/2 
stone: not much for a man of 6’ 3”. Beriberi was rife, as 
was sickness and diarrhoea. He told his daughter that he and 
a mate got into trouble once and the Japanese were not 
best pleased with them and shot his mate. Edwin had to dig 
his grave and bury him. It could have been the other way 
around.

Burma-Thailand railway
Japan had rapidly conquered Malaya and Burma, but such 
rapid expansion caused 
problems with its supply 
chain. To get weapons 
and supplies from Japan 
to support its efforts in 
Burma and attack the 
British in India the only 
way was to take it by 
sea around the Malay 
peninsula, which was 
still vulnerable to British 
submarines. In May 1942 
they decided to cut the 
time at sea by joining 
existing railways in 
Burma to those in Malaya 
and Bangkok by building 
419 km of new railway 
using forced POW and Asian labour. Australian POWs started 
from the Northern end in Burma, and British/Dutch from the 
Southern end at Nong Pladuck in Thailand.

Sapper Arthur William Gotts 288 Field Company 
Royal Engineers
288 Field Company RE was attached to 18th Division, and was 
in the same convoy. As a separate company it was harder to 
trace where they moved and fought. They fought in Johore, 
the Southern province of Malaya, then after the surrender, 
upon arrival at Changi 288 RE played a full part in providing 
essential sanitary facilities etc for the greatly overcrowded 
barrack area.

In June 1942, like Edwin Charles, Arthur William was moved 
to Thailand in a party of 600. From Singapore 1000km to the 
south, they were packed into metal boxcar trains with little 
food and no sanitation, so their journeys would have been 
terrible. Usefully, there is also a debriefing interview for 
Arthur, though he only lists two places on the Burma Railway. 
It is likely that he was maintaining the railway and/or the 
equipment used to build it using his engineering skills.

In April 1945 he was moved to Ubon Airfield, in  east Thailand. 
By 1944 Japan was struggling to move sufficient goods 
through the Burma Railway and army supplies in Burma were 
becoming exhausted. They considered retreating eastward, 
and so decided to build an airport at Ubon to support 
them. From January 1945 3000 POWs including Arthur were 
taken from camps after they had finished the railway, and 
transported 600 km to Ubon. On its open fields they built a 
runway 1500m long by 30m wide. 

Map of Burma-Thailand railway c/o Wikipedia and W.Wolny.
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By July 1945, British SOE and Thai Resistance were making it 
very difficult for the Japanese, and the POWs were instructed 
to dig trenches across the runway to stop Allied planes 
landing. On 18 August the Camp Commander told them the 
war was over: they were formally liberated on 2 September.
Officially, there were orders from Tokyo High Command that 
in the event of losing the war all Prisoners of War were to be 
killed. However, the Commanders in the field decided not to 
do this, and in some cases they killed themselves rather than 
face the consequences.

Treatment and conditions of Prisoners of War
Browsing the personal testimony available online can be a 
very hard read. There was even a Commission held into the 
treatment of Australian prisoners on Borneo, listing twelve 
ways that POWs were tortured. Rather than describe any of 
it, I suggest you decide whether you want to understand the 
true horror that the POWs were subjected to and read the 
references yourself. 

Discipline in the Imperial Army was harsh, with beatings 
passed down from the top, and this was carried out on the 
POWs as the ‘normal’ approach.

The ICRC report has an interesting section on the attitude to 
prisoners by the Japanese. Their ancestral beliefs were that 
surrender is degrading and deserving of capital punishment. 
Even in WW2 when a soldier left to join a combatant unit, 
there was often a ceremony to which his friends were invited, 
carried out according to funeral rites. From that moment the 
man was dead and had returned to his ancestors. He could 
only come back a conqueror and his family wanted no word 
of him, as news of his capture would dishonour his family. 
Many Japanese soldiers took on assumed names after the war 
and made no contact with their families. Thus British soldiers 
who surrendered meant nothing as people, and as ‘not men’ 
there was no need to treat them well or inform anyone they 
existed. This may explain some of the treatment of POWs, 
but does not excuse it.

The consequence of this was that the Red Cross struggled 
to work with the Japanese to identify the names of POWs, 
though they managed to get parcels to many camps, only for 
them to be kept by the Japanese officers. From my Gotts 
investigations, the Red Cross and hence the families were 
not told they were alive or dead, or a prisoner until at least 
May 1943, fifteen months after they were captured.

Back Home
When soldiers arrived home, half their weight or under, no-
one understood the horror and deprivation they had been 
through. Long-term health problems, very short tempers 
and nightmares all contributed to making difficulty for the 
soldiers and the families. There was a common hatred of 
all things Japanese, even destroying children’s toys if they 
were made in Japan. There was plenty room for faux pas by 
friends and families, even giving them boiled rice for dinner 
to ‘make them feel at home’.

The spooky bit
During the investigation I found two very strange connections 
which could have affected my existence. My father, second 
from the right on the back row, was scheduled to go to 
Singapore and was kitted out for it in October 1941, believing 

he would have been there during the invasion. For some 
reason they were reassigned to supporting D-Day.

My wife’s father joined the 1st Lancashire Regiment, who 
were also fighting in Malaya, but broke his leg in a motorcycle 
accident soon after joining. So we might not have been here 
now.

My thanks to the relatives of the soldiers for their help with 
the background. n
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Our DNA Story

by Lori Walker (Member 1090)

In late summer, my husband and I decided to take the 
plunge and get our DNA tested. We opted for the Ancestry 
test as some of my relatives had used that one and I 

wanted the results to be consistent. 

I had returned from a month-long visit to the UK and been 
shown the ethnicity results of the tests and was thrilled. 
Ancestry also gave all participants a list of the connections 
that had previously taken the Ancestry test. That was the 
part that was the clincher for us, the contacts we could 
possibly make. (It should be noted that this is an optional 
component of taking the test, you can opt not to show your 
results on the Ancestry site and also not to be contacted.) 
But why would you do that???

Anyway, we ordered the kits on-line and Ancestry kept us 
apprised of the shipment as it left them and when it entered 
Canada. They were delivered, I believe, within about ten 
days of ordering. 

The kit itself was very simple. Each kit had an identification 
number that had to be activated on-line. You then spat into a 
tube and filled it to a certain level (this took me several tries) 
and once filled to the line, you added some liquid, sealed the 
container, popped it into a postage-paid box and into the 
mail it went. Simple. Off your DNA went to be processed in 
Dublin, Ireland.

My results arrived back in exactly three weeks from the date 
of mailing. And on receiving them I was ... devastated! I was 
80% German, 14% Russian, 4% Baltic states and 2% Norwegian. 
Where was all my British DNA! All the years of research with 
British ancestry!  Oh no, was I entirely wrong?

However, on corresponding with several relatives, a couple 
of whom had taken DNA ancestry courses, of course it made 
sense. DNA is developed over thousands of years and Britain 
was once settled by northern Europeans and Scandinavians, 
so my profile did fit. I even found out that siblings will not 
have the same DNA. Now we awaited my husband’s results. 
I figured his would be British as that is what we had found in 
his ancestry.

In the meantime, I contacted the first thirty or so contacts 
on my ancestry list and hoped for a reply. I knew all of 
the names from my family history research but they likely 
wouldn’t know me, so I gave a brief explanation of why I 
was contacting them and hoped they would be interested in 
exchanging information. To date, I have received exactly four 
replies. One was someone I was quite close to and expected 
they would reply, one was a first cousin who had no idea who 
I was. (Who doesn’t know their first cousins?). The other two 
replies were of a second and fourth cousin, one of whom 
shared lots of information I could use to update my files.

And ... that was it. No other replies, nothing. So, my thoughts 
were, if you are not interested in family history, don’t 
list your results on the Ancestry site. I have not contacted 
anyone further as the first batch of results kind of dampened 
my enthusiasm. And there are 274 contacts with 4th cousins 
or closer.

We were still awaiting my husband’s results. About a month 
after I received mine, he was contacted and said his sample 
had been ruined and they would be sending another kit. 
It arrived within the week, he sent it out and he had the 
second test results back in about four weeks. We know his 
test had been put to the front of the line as my mother had 
also ordered a test and mailed hers prior to my husband’s. 
She is still awaiting her results.

As suspected, his results were purebred! 54% British and Welsh 
and 46% Irish and Scottish. Can’t get a clearer picture of your 
ethnicity than that. (I think he was a little disappointed, that 
he didn’t have more results, like mine). 

I immediately set to contacting the first ten or so of his DNA 
cousins. The responses were immediate. Almost everyone 
I sent an email to, replied, even if just to say they were 
no longer interested. We have made contact with five new 
cousins and are working on some others, as we can’t seem to 
find the connection ... yet. I have not contacted any more as 
the first replies were keeping me busy, but will do some more 
messaging after the holidays. 

So, my take on the Ancestry DNA kits? A great investment, 
if you are looking for contacts and family connections. You 
have to hope that your family is one that is still interested in 
their family history because the contacts can be great. The 
kits can be pricey but they are having sales all the time. In 
fact, two weeks after we ordered ours, they went on sale for 
$30.00 off. Usually close to Christmas they go on sale. The 
usual price is $129 Canadian and I think it’s well worth a spit!
n

Lori is studying the surname Croasdale with variants 
Croasdell, Croisdale, Crosdale, Crosdil, Croysdale, 
Croysdill and can be contacted at croasdale@one-name.
org
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James Angove – Something to 
hide?

by Wendy Angove (Member 2664)

The Cornish word for ‘Smith’ is ‘Gove’. When surnames 
began to emerge, there were numbers of people called 
‘Gove’ in the various towns and villages in Cornwall (and 

Devon)  where they lived and worked. In some places the 
‘definite article’ became attached, making ‘The Smith’ or An 
Gove. One family settled down to farm the land and the place 
where they settled became “Treangove” or the homestead of 
the smith. Over time this became shortened to Trengove which 
became another Cornish surname but associated with Angove, 
and often the same family used both names, especially in 
Gwennap, St Day, Kenwyn and Kea, though in other places as 
well.

In 1985 I had a letter from a Rev Trengove part of which reads:

“It has been discovered by a friend researching the 
ancestry of many Cornish families that the common 
ancestor of both Angoves and Trengoves was one John 
le Goef (the smith) a man of some importance in the 
Illogan area. He was a farmer and also a smelter  and 
streamer of tin. He and his family lived in what is now 
a wood nearby but seems to have once been a ‘round’. 
John le Goef was charged in 1283 with stealing a sheep….
It appears that his son, John, carried on the work of tin 
streaming and that another of his sons named Peter de 
Trengoffe took up the farm and therefore the name...” 

Interesting...but… although it seemed to step back a little 
further into history (the earliest use of Angove etc I had found 
as a surname was in the Accounts of 1297 when there was a 
William Engove living in Penwith) there didn’t seem to be much 
real evidence here.

In the parish registers and other documents associated with 
the Gwennap/Kenwyn area, often events which refer to the 
same family use several different names – Trengove, Angove, 
Goffe, Gof, Engove and so on, just as many families with other 
names used varying spellings. In the story I’m about to tell, 
most of the family didn’t sign their names but ‘marked’ with a 
cross – right up to 1900 - so they probably wouldn’t have known 
what the registrar or clerk was writing anyway.

In 1792 one such family brought their baby to Gwennap church 
to be christened. The name he was given was Samuel Trengove, 
his parents being Thomas Trengove and Ann née Dunstan.

In 1814 Samuel married Margaret aka Peggy Lanyon – and the 
groom’s name was recorded as ‘Samuel Angove’. Samuel and 
Peggy had seven children, all of whom are Trengoves in 1841 
and Angoves in 1851.

The enumerator for the 1841 census recorded  two families as 
Trengove, living at Gwennap. James, the oldest son of Samuel 
and Peggy, had married Elizabeth Aver in 1835, and on each of 

the children’s birth certificates her maiden name is Aver, Over 
or Every. (This is a clue.)

After this, most of the family seem to have adopted ‘Angove’ as 
their ‘proper’ surname. Samuel and his wife Margaret /Peggy 
lived in Kenwyn and both died in 1867 – both aged eighty-two 
– in Truro Workhouse, as Angoves; but James (1) had moved, 
first to Bere Ferres or Bere Alston in Devon, where Elizabeth 
gave birth to a little girl who probably didn’t live long as she is 
given no name on her birth certificate; then to St Blazey, which 
is not far from Liskeard. In Cornwall the name of this town is 
pronounced ‘L’sCard’ – remember this as it’s another clue! 

James’ brother William, the youngest child of Samuel and 
Margaret, married Jane Truan. William disappeared some 
time after 1858 when the third of their children was born, and 
Jane then insisted that henceforth their surname would be 
‘Trungove’ - the children thought this was an amalgamation of 
‘Truan’ and ‘Angove’, but it seems likely that there might have 
been a memory of the original surname, ‘Trengove’.

The 1851 census records James, a miner, and Elizabeth, with 
their four young children and four day old baby William, at St 
Blazey. Here are all the known children of this family, children 
of James Angove and his wife Elizabeth née Aver:-

• Rebecca, born Kenwyn 1837
• Jane, born Kenwyn 1839,
• Elizabeth born Gwennap /St Day 1842
• James (2) born Gwennap 1844
• un-named girl born Tavistock Devon 1848
• William Henry born St Blazey 1851
• Mary Ann born St Blazey 1853 
• Luke born St Blazey 1856 (also a clue)

Luke, the youngest child, was born in May and his father James 
(1) died in the October of the same year, of ‘malignant Typhus 
Fever’. There was a gentleman ‘attending at the house’ named 
‘Luke Greet’. I wonder whether he was a good friend and the 
baby Luke Angove was perhaps named after him? The only 
other instance of a ‘Luke Angove’ is in this same family. Could 
this be another clue?

With all these youngsters to bring up, life must have been hard 
for Elizabeth. The 1861 census, which notes that Elizabeth is 
a widow, also records her daughters Rebecca and Elizabeth as 
‘mine girls,’ and James (2) as a Labourer. Elizabeth herself was 
working as a sempstress. None of these jobs would have been 
well-paid and all entailed long hours and hard work. In order to 
help financially a boarder named Henry Courts was living with 
Elizabeth and family. Henry Courts married Rebecca Angove, 
James and Elizabeth’s oldest child, before 1871.

By 1871, when Elizabeth is sixty-one and receiving ‘parish
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pay’, all the older children have left home or possibly died, 
and only Luke, a miner aged thirteen, is living with his mother. 
They are boarding at a house which contains nineteen people, 
in Church Street Liskeard.

James and Elizabeth’s family had scattered. Rebecca married 
Henry Courts in 1861; Jane married James Williams and went 
with him to Australia, where they had two sons. James (2) born 
in 1844 disappeared from the census after 1861, when he was 
aged seventeen. This James is the one for whom I have been 
searching for a very long time. He and his family proved very 
elusive, especially after 1861. For instance, James Angove (2) 
had begun including his mother’s surname as one of his names, 
becoming James Avery Angove, and also added it to his wife’s 
name and that of some of his children. This was not in Cornwall 
– James seems to have moved ‘oop North’ though he continued 
his work as a miner. Perhaps inevitably, the strange surname 
combined with a Cornish accent has produced a number of 
variations in spelling, which James couldn’t correct as it seems 
he was unable to read or write. There was apparently no trace 
of him in 1871.

In the next census, ten years later in 1881, Elizabeth Angove 
of Liskeard, Cornwall. and her son Luke are still together, 
Luke probably better paid, being a groom; but Elizabeth, now 
over seventy, is making ends meet by scrubbing other people’s 
properties. Elizabeth died in 1889 and Luke emigrated to 
USA, settling at Luzerne Wilkes Barre in Pennsylvania, where 
he married Mary Jane Birch and had six children, three of 
whom died young. Even here, there is a little mystery. I have 
two documents, one from the ‘church and town records’ of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey for Luke Angove marriage ; this 
gives Luke’s parents, correctly, as James and Elizabeth, from 
Cornwall; his wife Mary Jane Birch has ‘Henry and Eliza’ as 
parents, with ‘Farmer’ written underneath. This may be 
Henry’s occupation; however the FamilySearch for Luke’s son 
Ernest records his mother’s maiden name as Mary Farmer. The 
second document is a copy of Luke’s death certificate; he 
died 15 January 1925. His father is named as ‘Joseph’ and his 
mother ‘Elizabeth Every’. Probate was in London to a solicitor 
for Florence Angove, widow. After some searching, I found that 
Ernest, a son of Luke and Mary Jane, had married Florence 
Lamoreux in 1910. 

Right – now what happened to James (2)?

There are so many James Angoves that I wrote out a kind of 
biography for each of them and when I found evidence crossed 
them off with ‘Not this James’! There were, scattered around 
Britain, at least eleven James Angoves who had been born 
between 1840 and 1860. Obviously, it seems, James (2) would 
have tried to find decent work elsewhere as the mines closed 
in Cornwall; but which of these scattered eleven was he? None 
of them claimed to have been born in St Blazey or Liskeard; 
nobody on the 1871 or 1881 census seemed to fit – except for 
one family in Cleator Moor, Cumberland, where there was a 
James Ango or Angs or Arys listed aged twenty-eight with a 
wife Ann  and two daughters, Elizabeth and Annie. But he was 
born, he said, in Devon. If this is our James Ango in the 1871 
census, he should have married Ann some time around 1868, 
as Elizabeth Ann was two years old and Annie four months 
when the census was taken. An Elizabeth Ann Angove was born 
in Newcastle Northumberland in 1869. Could this be James’ 
daughter? A long way from Cumberland!

I obtained some certificates of marriage for the Northumberland

or Durham area which referred to a James Angove. In 1876 
James Angove, son of James Angove a coal-miner deceased, 
married Annie Bryan. Her father was named Simon Bryan and 
he was a shepherd. Both James and Annie were living at ‘Old 
Engine’ in Gateshead, Durham. James was thirty-one and Annie 
thirty-two; James said he was a bachelor, and Annie a spinster. 
Neither signed their names, just marked with a cross.

There seemed to be several children who might belong to this 
family and I spent more money on certificates, remembering 
that perhaps because there were several other men named 
James Angove in the Durham area, ‘our’ James began including 
his mother’s surname ‘Aver’ or ‘Avery’ as a second given name 
for his children and himself. This was an important clue – there 
doesn’t seem to be any other connection between ‘Angove’ 
and ‘Avery’ except the family of James Angove and Elizabeth 
Aver, his mother. These children were registered as the children 
of James Avery Angove and Annie nee Bryan:-

• William Henry Angove born 1874
• Luke Angove born 1876 (Luke Angove – like James’ 

brother?)
• Helen Avery Angove born and died 1877
• Jemima Avery Angove born and died 1879.
• Mary Ellen Angove born 1880

Each of these children’s certificates of birth and/or death had 
the same information – father James (Avery) Angove, mother 
Annie (or Ann) Aver(y) Angove formerly Bryan (Brian) 

Yet – as you will have noticed – James and Annie née Bryan 
were not married until 1876. They married 21 February 1876; 
Luke was born 24 February 1876.

Comprehensive searches on line and otherwise failed to 
find definite evidence of this family in 1871 or 1881. The 
only possibility in the 1871 census, discovered after much 
searching, is the family living at 20 Duke Street, Cleator Moor, 
Cumberland; the surname is transcribed as ‘Angs’ by Ancestry 
and ‘Arys’ by Findmypast, but looking at the actual image it 
could easily be ‘Ango’. There is James, head of the household, 
aged twenty-eight (James two was born about 1844) an iron-
ore miner, born in Tavistock, Devon, with a wife Ann born in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, and two children, Elizabeth aged two 
born in Newcastle-on-Tyne and Annie aged four months, born 
in Yorkshire. 

The names tie up with the family of James Angove (2), his 
mother being Elizabeth and Ann, his wife. Birth records show 
a James Angove born in the Guisboroogh area in 1871 and 
a possible death in 1872 and a James Angove and an Annie 
Angove with the same birth-date and register number, in 1872, 
born at Cockermouth, Cumberland. In later census, James (3) 
says he was born in Clifton, (part of the area Cockermouth/
Workington) Cumberland; Annie keeps Cockermouth but they 
don’t give the same age. 

So – perhaps the certificates for the James and Annie Angove 
born in 1872 might solve the problem? 

They were twins, born 19 August 1872, Annie at 10:30 am 
and James 10:36. Their parents were James Aver Angove and 
Annie née Fraser. Was this a first marriage for James (2)? Two 
marriages? No record of this one, so far.

A search in the Findmypast web-site brought an interesting
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document – an extract from the admissions register of Durham 
Road Boys School Gateshead in 1884. Three boys were admitted 
there on 24 March that year. Their names were: William Henry, 
Luke and James (3) Angove, and their father was James (2). 
They were living in Harle Street, Gateshead, and the two 
younger boys seem not to have been in school before, though 
James (3) had reached Standard 2. Their actual dates of birth 
as given by their father were also recorded, although they don’t 
tie up exactly with the dates of birth on their birth certificates. 

I also sent for the certificate of the James Angove born in 
Guisborough in 1871. His father was Josiah Angove (James 
crossed out) and his mother Elizabeth née Jenkins. This is 
another family completely, but their proximity to the area 
in which James Aver Angove was living might have been the 
reason for his including ‘Aver(y)’ as a second name.

There seemed to be no evidence of the family in either the 
1871 or the 1881 census unless the ‘Ango/Angs family in Cleator 
Moor in 1871 was correct - and there were birth certificates 
for the two Cleator Moor children. Elizabeth’s birth certificate 
acknowledges that she is the child of James Angove, a colliery 
‘sinker’, and Ann Angove ‘formerly Brian”. A possible birth 
has been found for little Annie, registered in Guisborough, 
York North Riding, in the Autumn of 1870, her name written 
as Annie Ango. But once again there are discrepancies. James 
Ango is now an iron miner – people did change their work – and 
the mother is now ‘Annie Ango formerly Rhines’. Little Annie 
seems to have died young, possibly before her second birthday. 

In 1891 James (2) Avery Angove turns up in Colliery Cottage, 
Coppy Crooks, County Durham, a widower with two sons, James 
(3) aged eighteen born Clifton, Cumberland  and William Henry 
aged sixteen, born Boosbeck Yorkshire. James says he was born 
in ‘Scard’. Liskeard ?

The Angs/Ango family in 1871?

Where were this family in 1881? 

Now somewhat frustrated, I did another search for a James 
and Ann, but this time I entered not only Angove but also Avery.

And found -

1881 census 1 Church Row, Gateshead, Durham
• James Avery head, married, 46, coal miner, born 

Cornwall Liscard
• Ann Avery, wife, married, 37, born Scotland, Edinburgh
• Elizabeth Avery, daur, 13, scholar, born N’umberland, 

Newcastle
• James Avery, son, unmar, 8, scholar, born Cumberl’d Gt 

Clifton
• Annie Avery, daur, 8, scholar, born Cumberl’d Gt Clifton
• William H Avery, son, 6, born Yorkshire Boosbeck
• Luke Avery, son, 5, born Durham Gateshead
• Mary Ellen Avery, daur, 11 months, born N’umberl’d 

Newcastle 

This was indubitably the right family. We could now trace 
James Angove/Avery through the ten-yearly census returns, 
from 1851 in Cornwall, 1861 St Blazey, to Cumberland in 1871, 
where James’s surname was transcribed ‘Ango’; perhaps here 
in Cumberland he had married Ann Fraser born in Scotland, 
and their family began with Elizabeth, Annie who died young... 
but Elizabeth’s certificate said her mother was Ann ‘formerly 

Brian’, while Annie’s said her mother’s previous name had 
been Rhines... and the twins James and Annie, whose mother’s 
former surname had been ‘Fraser’. Three different surnames?

In this census, James (2) added his mother’s surname and 
discarded ‘Angove’ for a while, becoming James Avery. 
Perhaps between 1871 and 1876 Ann née Fraser died? and in 
1876 James married again, Annie Bryan; the family migrated 
across the Midlands, from Newcastle to Cumberland and 
back via Boosbeck and Gateshead. Except – there is as yet no 
marriage found for James Angove or Avery and Ann Fraser – 
and on the birth certificates for James and Annie, (1872) the 
mother’s name is definitely Fraser, while William Henry’s birth 
certificate in 1874 gives his mother as Ann formerly Bryan. 
James and Annie Bryan weren’t married until 1876. (three days 
before their son Luke was born.) Incidentally, while the 1881 
census has the family surnamed ‘Avery’, each birth certificate I 
have gives James their father’s name as James (Avery) Angove. 
Also, both Ann née Fraser and Ann née Bryan seem to have 
been born in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Where were they all in 1891? Some were in Colliery Cottage, 
Coppy Crooks, County Durham - and with the surname ‘Angove’. 
James (2) is a widower aged forty-one, a stone-miner born 
Cornwall; James (3) is nineteen born Clifton Cumberland, and 
William Henry is sixteen, born Boosbeck, Yorkshire.

It seems that James (3) married in 1894 Selina Cumberbatch in 
Silverdale Staffordshire. He gave his surname as ‘Avery.’ Sadly, 
Selina died in 1896.

Then – more confusion! The 1901 census shows an Angove 
family living in Durham at Framwellgate , James Angove and 
Jane E Angove  the parents,– with these children, all surnamed 
Angove:-

• James aged 28 born Cumberland,  a widower
• Alfred D aged 20 born  Earlstown, Lancashire
• Jane E aged 12 born  St Helen’s Lancashire
• Annie A aged 6 born  Silverdale Staffs

In 1900, the year before this, James Avery Angove had married 
Jane Ellen Delves. He said he was a bachelor but Jane admitted 
to being a widow. Looking at previous census returns, the three 
younger children were those of Jane and her previous husband, 
Henry Delves. They must have taken their step-father’s 
surname almost immediately after the marriage to James 
Avery Angove. James aged twenty-eight could easily be the son 
already known of James Avery Angove and Annie Bryan (James 
3). There is a record of Annie Avery Angove (née Bryan?) dying in 
1887 at Whitehaven, which would tie up with James (2) being a 
widower in 1891; in 1901 the younger James (James (3)) is also 
said to be a widower. This fits in with the marriage of James 
Avery and the death of his wife Selina née Cumberbatch – they 
married at Silverdale, Staffordshire. Incidentally, the youngest 
Delves child, Annie, was born in Silverdale, Staffordshire. Is 
this where James (2) met Jane Delves whom he later married? 
Perhaps at the wedding of James (3) and Selina, at Silverdale?

The family has almost disappeared again by 1911. It is possible 
that William Henry, like his uncle Luke, emigrated to USA, - 
Luke was in Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne, Pennsylvania from 1883 
- and also that James (2) and Jane followed them. James (3) 
was, though, in England when he died aged seventy-six in 
Northumberland in 1949.
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Twin Annie Avery Angove appears in the 1891 census as a 
servant, aged eighteen, born Workington, Cumberland and 
working for William and Jane Stonehouse who had three 
small children. She married William Best in 1897 at Hexham, 
Northumberland, and they had several children, including 
John George Best, William Henry Best, Jim Best and Jane Ann 
Best. The 1911 census reveals that William and Annie had six 
children but by 1911 two of them had died. The fact that Annie 
lived in Northumberland might account for James, her twin, 
being admitted to the Miners’ Home there.

There are still questions, the biggest of which is, why did James 
drop his Angove surname and become Avery for a short time? 
(all the birth certificates do use his real surname Ango(ve)– 
though of course it should probably have been Trengove!) Was 
the use of Avery as a surname deliberate, or was the fact that 
James couldn’t read or write a factor? 

You may have noticed that Mary Ellen Avery doesn’t appear 
in the census after 1881, when she was eleven months old. 
Eventually we found her in 1891 in Hexham Northumberland, 
at the house of Agnes Thompson; she was said to be a ‘nurse 
child’ and her name was Mary Ellen Avery. Since Annie Averyw 
Angove, Mary Ellen’s mother, died in 1887, was Mary Ellen 
fostered? She is actually the definitive evidence of the two 
names Avery and Angove being used by the same family. In 
1901 Mary Ellen is still with Agnes Thompson in Hexham; she 
is a domestic servant aged twenty-two; and her surname is 
clearly written as ‘Mary Ellen Averyangove’. 

Now the story can be told properly. James Angove, son of 
James Angove/Trengove, left Cornwall some time around 
1868, travelling North – by train?- and arriving at Newcastle 
on Tyne, where his first child Elizabeth was born in 1869 at 23 
Spring Gardens, Newcastle, where James and Ann were living. 
Nineteen months later the family was at South Lofthouse, 
Guisborough, where another daughter, Ann, was born to James 
Ango and Annie Ango née Rhines.

There were other Angoves living in Newcastle, but by the 
time of the 1871 census this family had moved to Cumberland 
– right across England. The twins, James and Annie, were 
born at Great Clifton, Cumberland in August 1872. On all the 
documents, James gives his occupation – from Mine Labourer, 
through Colliery Sinker and Iron ore Miner, to coal miner and 
collier. No doubts there! James was a miner. 

By 1874, James and Annie, with Elizabeth (aged five) and the 
twins (aged two), had moved back to Guisborough and were 
living in Lingdale Lane in Shelton near Marske. There in June 
1874 William Henry was born: James registered his birth a 
month later.

Two years later, with Annie very pregnant, they suddenly 
decided to get married. This happened at the Register Office in 
Gateshead 21 February 1876; they were living at ‘Old Engine’, 
Gateshead, at the time. James said he was a bachelor and Ann 
a spinster. Both ‘marked’ the register, as they had marked with 
a cross the registration documents for their children – neither 
could write, and by implication neither could read. Three 
days after the marriage Luke was born, and this time Annie 
registered the birth just two days later.

In August 1877 Helen Avery Angove was born; the family 
living at Wreckenton, Gateshead. Little Helen died of ‘Tabes 
Mesenterica’ in December 1877. In early 1878, another 

daughter, Jemima, arrived – they had moved to Old Sharleton, 
Warmfield, Yorkshire – and Jemima died a year later.

The 1881 census finds the family with Avery as their surname, 
back in Gateshead at No 1, Church Row – James Avery, a 
coal miner born ‘Liscard’, with his wife Ann, born Edinburgh 
Scotland, and the children Elizabeth, James, Annie, William 
Henry, Luke,- and Mary Ellen aged eleven months. Mary Ellen 
was born in March 1880 in Noble Street, Westgate.

In 1884, James and Annie decided to send the three boys to 
school at Durham Road Boys School – they were then living in 
Harle Street. Only James (3) had any previous schooling, and 
he’d progressed to Standard 2.

Three years later, Annie died – in Moresby, Harrington, part 
of Whitehaven Cumberland. James was left with six children. 
Annie the twin went into Domestic Service in Workington 
Cumberland. She’s there in 1891, and the youngest of James’ 
children, Mary Ellen, surnamed only Avery, is living with Agnes 
Thompson, possibly fostered (or wet-nursed?), in Hexham 
Northumberland. James the father, James and William Henry 
his sons, are boarding with a family surnamed ‘Foster’ in 
Auckland, Durham.

Somehow, James (2), now a widower, met widow Jane Ellen 
Delves. Jane and her husband Henry Delves had a healthy 
family of at least six children born in Lancashire, Shropshire 
and Staffordshire. One was named William Henry and was about 
the same age as James’ son of the same name. On 16 June 1900 
James Avery Angove (a bachelor!) married Jane Ellen Delves 
née Williams, and a year later the 1901 Census enumerator 
catalogued all the young people as Angoves. Meanwhile, 
in Hexham, Mary Ellen was still with Agnes Thomson, now a 
domestic servant; her name on the census form being Mary 
Ellen Averyangove.

Twin Annie (Avery) Angove married William Best and they had 
at least six children. Luke seems to have emigrated to Australia 
in April 1905 and William Henry Angove aged forty-five, a miner, 
left for Quebec in 1920 on the ship ‘Grampian’.

The evidence is clear that when James Angove left Cornwall 
he used both Angove and his mother’s maiden name Aver(y). 
Why? Was it ‘our’ James Angove who at the age of twelve was 
discharged from Bodmin Gaol, where he had been working the 
treadmill and receiving some sort of schooling? As this was 
punishment for stealing apples valued at 4d from the orchard 
of Jane Harris at Redruth, and at this time (1855) the family 
was still in the Liskeard/St Blazey area, it seems unlikely. If 
however ‘our’ James (2) was indeed this child, it might explain 
the strange life-style of this family. Keeping out of trouble? 
Moving away from possible temptation? Or just unable to read 
what the local Vicar/Clerk/Enumerator was recording? n

Wendy is studying the surname Angove with variants 
Angof, Angoffe, Engoffe and can be contacted at angove@
one-name.org

mailto:angove%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:angove%40one-name.org?subject=
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Viewing Migrations

by Marie Byatt (Member 5318)

As some of you already know, my grandmother was a 
Pepler and my husband’s grandmother was also a Pepler 
and sister to my grandmother. And they had a third 

sister as well. Around 1920, the three sisters parted and never 
met again. One sister stayed in England. My grandmother, 
married with two young sons, went to Canada. And Mabel 
sailed with brides-to-be around the Horn to New Zealand to 
marry her Andy. The sisters may not have met, but being 
the Victorians they were, they wrote. They sent each other 
reams of pictures, newspaper clippings, announcements and 
anything else they could fit in an envelope.

When I finally began working on the family tree in the 70s, 
I was researching on three continents and five countries at 
the start. Later when I decided to do a One-Name study, 
I searched for Peplers across the entire world at once. It 
seemed the most reasonable thing to do. And I found Peplers 
everywhere. The thought of starting from a single locality 
never occurred to me.  

But when I started 
to look for the 
origin of the 
name, it was very 
obvious that it did 
not have a single 
origin. In fact, it 
began to look like 
there would be at 
least four starting 
points and that 
Peplxxs loved to 
wander. I needed 
some graphic 

constructions. 

Enter Jim Benedict and his Migration tool for members using 
the shared TNG option of the Members’ Websites Project.  

This tool simply plots an individual’s major (BMD) events 
and connects them with a line, thereby showing the lifetime 
movement.

But when done for all the descendants of a patriarch, one 
gets a picture of how a family moved around - migrated. In 
this first example (above), we are dealing with a single family 
unit - 4 people. They moved from the Ruegan, Germany to 
South Dakota, USA. The person details are shown below 
the map. This is Branch 1506 on my Pepler.one-name.net 
website.

To use this tool, you must be using a Shared TNG site on the 
Members Websites Project, you must have a birth/christening 
date and place and a death/burial date and place for most 

of the family, and you must geocode your place names. (TNG 
does have a tool for geocoding)

For all but the smallest single family studies, I find it works 
best if you have your site either organized using separate 
trees or, as I do, using Branches for separate lineages. That 
way you can see how different lineages wandered. It is also 
possible to ‘zero in’ on a geographic area to examine local 
movements.  

Here is my earliest line Branch 1001 – the descendants of 
William Peplow of Shawbury circa 1460

 

But the crowning point for me was to be able to see the 
different rambles of the three sons of Hew Peplo and Ann 
Jordaine married in 1565 in Chaddesley Corbet, Worcester. 

Branch 1900-1 My line, the descendants of son Hugh Peploe

http://tng.one-name.net/analytics/migration/

http://tng.one-name.net/analytics/migration/
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Branch 1900-2 – The branch that stayed around Worcester – 
descendants of son John

Branch 1900-3 – Descendants of son Humphrey Peploe, ancestor 
of Samuel People, Bishop of Chester and Queen Elizabeth II

I find it very helpful to be able to see how each family moved 
around. I suggest you visit the Migration page and play with 
it. My Pepler site and Jim Culbert’s Culbert site both employ 
Branches to show separate lineages. Others use separate 
trees. Regrettably, not everyone with a shared TNG site has 
geocoded or set up designated separate lineages. But for the 
ones that have, it is a tremendous aid. n

Marie is studying the surname Pepler with variants 
Beppler, Peplar, Peplo, Peploe, Peplow, Peppler and can 
be contacted at pepler@one-name.org

When I first started this project, 
most people read a newspaper.  
How times have changed! 

Sales of newspapers have decreased to 
very low numbers, and people say that 
some of our most famous papers will 
soon disappear. My local paper which I 
extract items from, the Surrey Mirror, 
now has a circulation of below 8000. 
When I was a child, everybody local read 
this newspaper; I am sure its circulation 
must have approached 6 figures and 
maybe even more. Certainly in 1950 
it was printing three editions of each 
paper. My mum always had the paper 
and the first page she always went to 
was obituaries. I am sure there must 
have been others like her. Now, when I 
go to the obit page, there are very few 
names, and they now add them to an 
online site called obituaries online at 
https://funeral-notices.co.uk/national. 
This is done as soon as the newspapers 

receive them and they appear 
to be added to the newspaper as 
an afterthought. So those who 
buy the paper for this reason 
can now find them online. It has 
many names listed, so I would 

not expect anyone to search this site 
unless they are very keen.

Paul Howes recently sent me details of a 
funeral homes website in Florida which 
had an Izzard. I was aware that there 
were sites like this in the USA as I had 
looked them up in the past. So I decided 
to look at British funeral homes websites 
and found that they had quite a few 
details of obituaries on their sites. With 
the Committee’s agreement, therefore, 
I have decided to start a new section 
within the project. Members can opt 
to look up a local funeral website and 
extract names from them – quite often 
a photo as well – and then forward them 
to the member researching that name.  
I will start the project off by looking 
at Stonemans & Sons Funeral Services, 
Redhill. An additional section will be 
added on the Newswatch page of our 

website and this will list those sites that 
our members have agreed to check. This 
project will hopefully help members, 
and those who have not volunteered 
to check newspapers can possibly take 
this on. All you need is a computer, you 
won’t need to scan the item but just cut 
and paste. So if you want to help other 
members, please volunteer to take on 
this task. I have found it takes no more 
than 15 minutes per week to do this.

I am a member of the Bluebell Railway 
Society and they send out a quarterly 
magazine. When they write about active 
members who have died, they write 
some really interesting obituaries that 
list great details of their lives. So if you 
belong to a society that prints magazines 
like this, why not register it with the 
Newswatch Project and again help fellow 
members.n

Jim Isard

Newswatch Co-ordinator

Guild Newswatch 
Project

Vacancy

Our current webmaster Kim Baldacchio is stepping down 
in March and we need to recruit another member who 
can step into the role. 

This is a key role within the Guild because the website is the 
primary vehicle for communicating with potential members 
and also supporting existing members. 

It requires good communication skills (oral and written) and a 
high level of computer literacy. 

The role involves ensuring the content is accurate and up to 
date and easy to find. Activities include maintenance of the 

site, liaison with third party providers of plug ins and web 
hosting providers, and content development. 

The webmaster leads a team of people who take responsibility 
for specific areas of activity so if you are interested in this role, 
you would not be expected to do everything yourself. 

There is a full role description on the Guild site in the Resources 
section - click on “Information/Admin” in the drop down menu. 

If you have any interest in this role, please drop me an email 
at volunteers@one-name.org n

Karen Heenan-Davies

mailto:pepler%40one-name.org?subject=
https://funeral-notices.co.uk/national
mailto:volunteers%40one-name.org?subject=


Journal of One-Name Studies, April-June 201920

History of Gough and Goff Surnames
Part One

by Phillip G. Goff (Member 5555)

Background
A Goff cousin related to me a story of a fierce debate 
at a 1960s family reunion about the origins of our Goff 

family. One relative advocated for Germany while another 
was certain the Goff family came from England. Fifty 
years later there is a wealth of genealogical and medieval 
resources online that were not available to my picnicking 
relatives. While the reunion argument likely concluded with 
“pass the potato salad,” today we have an evidenced-based 
understanding of the origins of our surname. 

The Gough, Goff and Goffe surnames and other variants 
originated in England, per paper trail and Y-chromosome 
(“YDNA”) evidence. As discussed in this paper, Goff and Goffe 
are variants of the same surname. As such, the shorthand 
Goff/e is used herein. Gough has a different origin. While the 
names were likely pronounced differently in the past, today 
they are generally phonetically identical. 

The Gough and Goff/e surnames today have their highest 
frequencies in English-speaking countries. The simple Goff 
spelling dominates four-to-one in the United States, but 
Gough has a four-to-one advantage in the United Kingdom, 
Australia, Canada, Ireland and New Zealand. As of about the 
year 2000, the following countries account for the largest 
populations of the surnames:

The remainder of this article will identify the geographic 
origin of each surname and then the likely source of the 
name itself. First, Gough and Goff/e will be walked back 
700 years through a reverse chronology of maps to find the 
location of the first families to bear each name. This will set 
the foundation to analyze and discover the likely etymology 
of the Gough and Goff/e surnames.

Surname Geographical Distribution Analysis
The 2002 UK Electoral Rolls provide a modern-day view of 
the distribution of the Gough and Goff/e surnames. The 
dominance of the Gough surname versus Goff/e is apparent. 
For this and all maps, it is useful to mentally block London, 
which has been a population magnet for centuries and 
does not add insight into the geographic origins of the two 
surnames. Some observations about each surname:
• Gough is bunched along the western side of England, 

generally stopping at the border with Wales. 

• The Goff/e surname appears along the southern coastline 
and up through the center line of England, stretching 
from London to Lancashire.

Moving back in time about 160 years, the 1841 census for 
England, the first census to list all people in England by name. 
It provides the earliest, most complete, post-industrial age 
view into the distribution of the Gough and Goff/e surnames.
This census shows more restricted distribution than in 2002:

• In 1841, the Gough surname is clustered across western 
England. In addition to London, there is clustering of the 
name in Birmingham, Liverpool and Manchester, likely 
due to these cities being Industrial Revolution population 
magnets.

• The Goff/e surname appears in southern coastal counties 
and in counties up through the center of England. 

For data sets prior to the 1841 census, only England is 
mapped for distribution of the Gough and Goff/e surnames. 
Wales and Scotland adopted hereditary surnames between 
the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries, much later than 
in England. In addition, Wales and Scotland have smaller 
populations of the Gough and Goff/e surnames.

Title photo: General Sir Hugh Henry Gough VC, GCB
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The late seventeenth century Hearth Tax provides the next 
widespread snapshot of the Gough and Goff/e surnames 
across England. Many hearth tax records have been 
published. The distribution of the two surnames remains 
consistent with the 1841 distribution, with some exceptions. 
Since the Industrial Revolution did not begin until the mid-
eighteenth century, the Gough and Goff/e surnames are not 
present in Birmingham. Data for Manchester and Liverpool 
is not available, but would likely also not show significant 
Gough or Goff/e populations:

• In the Hearth Tax returns, Gough is primarily located in 
Shropshire, Herefordshire and Gloucestershire, along 
the Welsh border. 

• While in the late seventeenth century, the Goff/e 
surname remains along the southern coast of England and 
in a line from, say, London to Staffordshire, the preferred 
spelling of the name shifted in the approximately 180 
years from the Hearth Tax to the the 1841 census. While 
Goff held a six-to-one advantage over Goffe in 1841, 
the Goffe spelling was seven times more prevalent than 
Goff in the period 1662-1674. The consistent distribution 
makes clear that this is one surname that underwent a 
shift in spelling, which will be explored later.

The Poll Taxes of the late fourteenth century provide a view 
into the Gough and Goff/e surnames approximately thirty 
years after the 1349 Black Death, which wiped out up to 60% 
of England’s population. Although estimates vary, England’s 
population at the time of the Poll Tax was probably about 
2.5 million.

• The geography of the Gough surname is clustered along 
the Welsh border in Shropshire and Herefordshire. The 
‘Gogh’ spelling was used by about two-thirds of the 
households, with Gough making up the remainder.

• The Goff/e surname remains in the south of England, but 
at first glance does not appear to be positioned on the 
southern coastline as in the late seventeenth century. 
This is likely due to poor record survival. While Poll Tax 
returns exist for these coastal counties, the coverage 
is low. For example, Hampshire has no surviving Poll 
Tax returns for 1377. The Isle of Wight, then classed as 
part of Hampshire, is complete for 1379, but the other 
surviving documents for Hampshire are fragmentary, as 
are the 1381 returns.

Moving back to the first half of the fourteenth century, just 
decades before the Black Death, the two surnames are 
universally spelled Gogh’ and Goffe in surviving Lay Subsidy 

Tax records. In addition, the distribution of each surname is 
substantially like the late seventeenth century Hearth Tax 
distribution. With no geographical overlap and consistently 
different spellings, this step back in time demonstrates that 
the two surnames have distinct origins:

• The Gough surname developed in western England along 
the border with Wales. The spelling in the first half of 
the fourteenth century was Gogh’ or Gogh. Surviving Lay 
Subsidy returns show the surname in Shropshire, but it 
was likely also in Herefordshire since the surname was 
there in the mid-thirteenth century and late fourteenth 
century. 

• The Goff/e surname seems to have been adopted by 
many families along the southern counties of England, 
stretching from Dorset to Essex, and perhaps to Norfolk. 
In addition, the Goffe family was also centered in 
Warwickshire and its neighbors, Worcestershire and 
Northumberland, in the center of England. The surname 
was spelled Goffe in the first half of the fourteenth 
century.

Etymology and History
GOUGH
Surnames can be classified as 1) place names and 
topographical features, 2) given names and relationships, 
such as patronymic surnames, 3) occupation, status or office 
(e.g. Smith, Baker, Taylor), and 4) nicknames, a catch-all 
category. Gough is a surname derived from a nickname. 
Surname dictionaries describe Gough as being derived from 
the Welsh word coch or goch, meaning red, which likely 
signified someone with red-colored hair or complexion. 
Mark Antony Lower’s 1842 surname dictionary is the earliest 
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etymology of the Gough surname. “Many names of Welsh or 
Gaelic origin, common in England, have similar meanings, 
thus: More, great; Begg, little; Roy, red; Duff, Dove, Dow, 
Dee, black; Bane (whence belike Baynes), white; Vaughn, 
little; Moel, or Mole, bald; Gam, crooked; Fane, slender; 
Grimm, strong; Gough, red; Gwynne, white; and Greig and 
Gregg, hoarse.” Goch is the soft mutated form of the Welsh 
word coch meaning red. Goch is pronounced as “gōkh.” The 
“g” is a hard sound, such as in gate, followed by a long -o 
sound, and the “kh” is a sound in words such Scottish loch, 
Hebrew Hanukkah, or German Bach, similar to the sound of 
k but made with a continuous flow of air.

Genetic evidence bolsters the notion that Gough is a 
nickname type of surname, based on red hair color. In 2013, 
BritainsDNA announced the results of a study of red hair, 
which is triggered by variants of the MC1R gene. BritainsDNA 
analyzed the autosomal DNA of 2,343 people who had all 
four grandparents from either England, Scotland, Wales or 
Ireland. According to the study, Wales has one of the highest 
concentrations in the British Isles of the three most common 
variants of the MC1R gene. The red hair gene was found in 
38% of study participants with all four grandparents from 
Wales. Given the clustering of Gough along the English border 
with Wales, it is reasonable to assume that red hair was also 
common in Shropshire and Herefordshire. Indeed, a 1956 
study of hair color in 1,000 British army recruits found higher 
levels of red hair in Wales and English border counties.

The earliest examples of the Gough surname appear in the 
thirteenth century along the English border with Wales, at 
which time the spelling was in transition from Goch to Gogh. 
Some bearers may have used Goch or Gogh as a byname, or 
non-hereditary surname, while being a hereditary surname 
for other families. The surname was in Herefordshire by the 
mid-thirteenth century as there is a record of Cecil Gogh 
and Perewer’, his wife, in 1250. In neighboring Shropshire, 
William Goch/Gogh was a county official and his name was 
written in both forms in the period c.1235 to 1245. A mid-
thirteenth century Shropshire transaction witnessed by 
William Gogh/Goch suggests that the surname was being 
passed from one generation to the next: “Wm. Gogh, son 
of Warin Gogh, Salopesb’, gave 12d. ann. from mess’e with 
a curtilage in Claromonte, and 12d. from his mess’e in the 
street of Schotteplace, sit. bet. House of Warin Goch his 
brother, and house of Wm. Fynch. Test. Robto Pride and Wm. 
Goch, tunc. p’poise.” Using modern locations, this roughly 
means Wm. Gogh, son of Warin Gogh of Shrewsbury, paid 
rent for a house and enclosed land on Claremont St. and 
his house on Shoplatch St., situated between the houses of 
Warin Goch, his brother, and Wm. Fynch. Witnessed Robto 
Pride and Wm. Goch, then provosts. 

The final identified record of the Goch spelling in England also 
marked, ironically, the gruesome end for one of its bearers. In 
1304, during the festival of former king St. Alchmund (c.770 – 
c.800), John, son of Henry Kylot, encountered William Goch 
on a street in Shrewsbury. An altercation ensued and John 
used his sword to wound Goch on both sides of his head. 
John fled the scene of the crime. William Goch lived for 
eight days, but then received the last rites of the Church 
and died. While Goch may have been used after 1304, by the 
time of the 1327 Shropshire lay subsidy tax, Gogh’ was the 
near universal spelling.

The middle of the fourteenth century was marked by one 
of the most cataclysmic events in recorded history, the 
pandemic now known as the Black Death, which reached 
England in May 1348. Within about two years, up to 60% of 
England’s population had perished. An account written in 
the early 1390s recalled that “When the churchyards proved 
inadequate, fields were designated for the burial of the 
dead. [ ] Cases in the courts . . . inevitably came to a stop.  
Hardly anyone dared to have anything to do with the sick. 
They fled from the things left by the dead, which had once 
been precious but were now poisonous to health. People who 
one day had been full of happiness, on the next were found 
dead . . . . The pestilence . . . raged for more than a year in 
England and completely emptied many rural settlements of 
human beings.”

In 1349, the Black Death spread to Herefordshire and 
Shropshire, with the epidemic being at its worst from May to 
September. The death rate among clergy provides a sense of 
the scale of mortality. In the diocese of Hereford, embracing 
Herefordshire and part of Shropshire, 175 and 45 clergy 
were installed in 1349 and 1350, respectively, compared to 
an average of thirteen per year in three years before and 
after the epidemic. In Shropshire, new clergy appointments 
averaged 1½ per year for the ten years before and after 
the Black Death. In 1349, there were twenty-nine vacancies 
caused by death. While Gogh families in Shropshire and 
Herefordshire surely suffered losses, the surname survived 
the plague in both counties.

The surname expanded geographically starting in the fifteenth 
century and was starting to evolve to Gough. By 1435, the 
Gogh surname was in Wiltshire when John Gogh appears in 
a series of records. It seems likely that the name was also 
in Gloucestershire, which is between Herefordshire and 
Wiltshire. By the sixteenth century, Gough was the preferred 
form of the surname in Herefordshire and Shropshire tax 
lists:

Map showing the 
spread of the Black 
Death in Europe 
between 1346 and 
1353.

© Flappiefh [CC BY-SA 4.0 
(https://creativecom-
m o n s . o r g / l i c e n s e s /
by-sa/4.0)]
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Connected Lines:
Andy Micklethwaite

(Member 5753)

by Karen Heenan-Davies (Member 6760)

In our Connected Lines feature this issue, we hear from 
Andy Micklethwaite who has been a Guild member since 
2011. In his study of the Micklethwaite name he has 

managed to connect about 4,000 of the individuals with that 
surname but still has around 1,000 outstanding. His website 
http://micklethwaite.one-name.net has details of branches 
he has constructed, one of which dates back to 1490. 

Why did you decide to start doing a one-name 
study?
I didn’t so much as decide, but fell into the trap. Once 
started, I got addicted. I couldn’t find anything out about 
the parents of my great-great-great-grandfather, John 
Micklethwaite, said to be forty-four when he was taken by 
the cholera outbreak in Huddersfield, Yorkshire, in 1849. So I 
had the bright idea of looking for all the John Micklethwaites 
born around then in Huddersfield. When that didn’t find him 
I expanded the area of search, and so started the study. But 
I still haven’t found his parents!

What’s the current status of your study?
I’ve done the easy bit. I have all the major accessible records 
now and reconstructed the branches. I have around 9000 
individuals, including spouses and sundry family members, in 
twenty-five branches. Data to link those branches together 
is elusive. Most individuals are in England, but there are 
substantial numbers in the old “colonies”, Australia, South 
Africa, Canada and the USA. There are quite a number of 
individuals who make a fleeting appearance, perhaps as a 
servant on one census, then disappear. So I’m now looking 
for needles in fairly substantial haystacks.

Paper hoarder or computer fan – which are 
you?
The latter. I started writing things down before transferring 
them to the computer, but haven’t looked at the paper for 
a long time. I’m now a fan of letting the computer do the 
tedious bits.

What’s been your greatest/most satisfying 
achievement in your study?
A collector contacted my co-researcher and agreed to send 
him a photograph album which contained many Micklethwaite 
references. Realising that it wasn’t his Micklethwaite family, 
he brought it to me. We searched my database and worked 
out the most likely family, and the most likely living relative, 
and I sent her a letter. The next day, her daughter rang and 
confirmed it had been in her family but had been lost when 
the second wife disposed of assets relating to the first wife! 
I sent the album to them. Mother and daughter came to the 

next Micklethwaite Reunion, but mother passed away shortly 
afterwards.

The second achievement was somehow rescued from a 
severe case of Foot in Mouth syndrome! I was contacted by 
a Micklethwaite and we emailed back and forth discussing 
their branch. Having reconstructed the branch from civil 
registration data, I innocently asked “What happened to 
your Auntie P.?” “We don’t have an Auntie P.!” was the 
very frosty reply! After more conversations, the matter was 
discussed with the family, and they were eventually reunited 
with Auntie P. through an adoption agency as she had been 
adopted after an “incident” during WWII.

What approach did you use that you found 
worked particularly well?
Again, I sort of fell in to a way of working. In looking for my 
ancestors, I got some census transcriptions from the local 
Family History Society in spreadsheet format and started 
trying to work out which families were the same. Then I 
added the 1881 census, then FreeBMD and the IGI. To help 
things along, I learned how to use macros in Excel and it all 
went from there. 

What has been your number one challenge 
with your studies over the years?
Declining health. I can’t get to record offices and conferences 
as I would wish to do. Nor do I have the powers of deduction 
and comprehension that I used to have. And it’s not just 
advancing years! Thank goodness for the Internet!

Have you made any mistakes along the way?
Plenty! I’ve had to fudge the spreadsheet approach to 
accommodate multiple marriages. I haven’t recorded 
sufficiently full source citations. I haven’t recorded what’s 
on a web site (recording the link is not sufficient when the 
web site disappears). The spreadsheet approach means it’s 
easy to fix those instances where I’ve attached a child to 
the wrong father. Contacts are usually very happy to tell you 
when you’re wrong!

As you’ve done your study have you developed 
any particular interests?
Not really. I did get into DNA at one time, but it hasn’t 
been much use either for my study (YDNA) or my own tree 
(ATDNA). I do think the One-Name method has been useful. 
I’ve applied it to other surnames with some success although 
as I’ve restricted the area I can’t register the names.

http://micklethwaite.one-name.net
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What’s your number one tool you use in your 
research?
The FamilySearch and FreeBMD websites top the list, along 
with the Excel programme. In general, I’ll use anything that 
can help, even using Facebook to work out who a person 
might be from their friends.

Any advice for someone just starting out on 
their own study?
Just do it. There’s plenty of help and expertise in the Guild. 
If you make mistakes, learn from them and move on.

Who has been the most interesting individual 
you have discovered via your study?
Sir Michael Caine (born Maurice Joseph Micklewhite, 
whose great great grandfather married as George Gilliam 
Scott Mickelthwaite) would have been a contender if I was 
interested in films. I’m going for Willoughby Micklethwaite, 
known as Willoughby Mickelwait once he arrived in America 
in 1831. In 1822 he purchased The Bay Horse Inn at Great 
Heck, Snaith Parish, Yorkshire, then sold out in March 1831 
and led a party which emigrated to The USA. They sailed for 
Baltimore, Maryland on 3 April 1831. On arrival they made 
their way west to Pittsburgh and then down the Ohio River 
in a keelboat to Portsmouth, Ohio. At Portsmouth, some 
of the party (namely Joseph Micklethwait & the Raynors) 
disembarked whilst the remainder of them went on to 
Jacksonville, Illinois. Willoughby bought land on arrival. In 
about 1840, He later moved on across the Mississippi River 
and settled near Hillsboro, Henry County, Iowa, where he is 
buried.

What software do you use?
My main “database” is held on Excel spreadsheets. I produce 
reports and HTML files for my website using Visual Basic. I 
have a number of the usual family history programmes which 
I use for other trees.

Any tips for someone who wants to create a 
website/blog to support their studies?
Just do it! There’s plenty of help and expertise in the Guild. 
If you make mistakes, learn from them and move on. If you 
don’t have a website or blog, how can the public find you and 
your study? If you don’t use the Members’ Website Project, 
what will happen to your study when you go to meet your 
ancestors? n

If you’d like to be 

featured in a future 

Connected Lines 

interview, please contact 

Guild member Karen 

Heenan-Davies via 

heenan@one-name.org

Help at Family History 
Fairs

Help needed at the following events, please let me know if 
you can spend time at any of the following events via events-
manager@one-name.org, even it’s just a couple of hours. See 
details via https://one-name.org/events/?mc_id=1035

26 Apr 2019 – Family Tree Live

27 Apr 2019 – Northern Roots

08 May 2019 – Journey of Discovery – St. Charles, Missouri, USA

11 May 2019 – Ffair Hanes Teulu/Family History Fair

01 Jun 2019 – Shropshire Family History Fair

07 Jun 2019 – The Genealogy Show

07 Sep 2019 – Family History & Genealogy Fair Carmarthen

05 Oct 2019 – Oxfordshire Family History Society Fair

12 Oct 2019 – Glamorgan Family History Fair

24 Oct 2019 – RootsTech - London

mailto:events-manager%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:events-manager%40one-name.org?subject=
https://one-name.org/events/?mc_id=1035
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by Denise Walsh (Member 8102)

Medieval and More Seminar Report
The National Archives, Kew,

Richmond, Surrey 
16 February 2019

I joined the Guild after discovering and attending the 
Seminar on DNA in Leicester last year. I received such a 
warm welcome there that I did not hesitate to book the 

Medieval and More Seminar at The National Archives.

I drove to Kew without a hitch the day before and stayed at 
the Premier Inn, Kew Bridge where I met other attendees. 
The Seminar was well-organised, enabling me to travel solo 
with confidence. I could meet other members to dine in the 
evening and chat and felt at home with everyone.

TNA was only a short drive the next 
morning, the Guild reception team was 
very friendly and welcoming. It was a 
great venue with comfortable chairs in 
the theatre. The first speaker was Liz 
Hart who gave a very informative talk 
on The Manorial Document Register 
update. She explained the differences 
between freehold and copyhold and 
how the transfer of land or tenancy 
was dealt with at Manor Courts. I 

made copious notes as I had no prior 
knowledge of the Register, which is 

available on the Discovery TNA website. Liz outlined its 
valuable sources for family history via Court Rolls, Court Leet 
and Estreat Rolls which can give names of tenants involved 
in tenancy transfers, quarrels, thefts, subletting, etc in 
local areas. It was useful to know that a survey of the Manor 
was made when a new Lord took over, with details of all 
the tenants. The Register itself lists where each document is 
held. Liz persevered with an excellent talk despite having a 
very dry throat. 

Next was Audrey Collins who 
entertained us with her extensive 
knowledge of the 1939 Register. We 
learned about the background and 
formation of the Register, when it 
was taken and who was included on 
it and who wasn’t.  Unfortunately 
the household schedules completed 
by the householder for the Register 
were destroyed after it was compiled. 
I was very surprised to hear that it 
was updated by the NHS right up until 
1991.

Audrey gave us some examples of the codes used when 
updating and what they were for. She also mentioned the 
www.histpop.org website which has interesting documents 
and reports concerning the 1939 Register, censuses and 
populations. When I browsed the site at a later date it did 

show as ‘unresponsive’ at times, just as Audrey had warned 
that it might.

Amy Sampson told us about the 
digitising of the PR023 Seals Moulds 
Database which sounded a vast 
undertaking as there were 7,700 
individual pieces. The seal moulds 
were produced from original seals 
at TNA over a period of more than a 
hundred years using plaster of Paris, 
after the seals had been pressed into 
plasticine.  

Amy explained the different ways 
of trying to digitise the seal moulds. It had been found 
that scanning at high resolution was better than trying to 
photograph them in suitable lighting conditions. Each mould 
has to be captured individually making it time-consuming to 
try different backgrounds and lighting in order to perfect 
the image. This is a great improvement to the existing seal 
card index at TNA. There are already 1,800 images in PRO23 
in Discovery TNA and the project is ongoing. I was most 
interested to see the slides of the seals as I am interested in 
heraldry.

At lunch time I browsed the shop at TNA then it was back to 
the theatre for a change of advertised speaker. John Casey 
demonstrated to us that he was qualified to speak about the 
MH106 Medical Case Sheets Project. He talked passionately 
about the records of soldiers at the 
time of WW1, including some involved 
in the Irish Rebellion, their Medical 
Case Sheets and Medical Index Cards. 
He showed us revealing and moving 
accounts of what the men went 
through and suffered from. He also 
mentioned how doctors at the time 
would try to find a cause or trigger to a 
patient’s shellshock in order to define 
what degree of pension he would be 
entitled to. John did well to step in 
and tell us all about the collection 
which has 24,000 cases, with 14,000 now on the Discovery 
site; Medical Board Reports are also being catalogued.

I was kept alert by Paul Dryburgh on the WARD 2 Project 
- Court of Wards and Liveries. He spoke quite rapidly and 
with lots of detail about WARD 2 and the vast quantities of 
documents contained in it: 8,000 out of the collection of 
9,000 items from the thirteenth century onwards are online.  
These include records relating to the transfer of properties, 
pedigrees, other manorial records, some probate and private 

Liz Hart

Audrey Collins

Amy Sampson

John Casey

http://www.histpop.org
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letters. Paul gave us an insight on the 
Court, which dealt with matters of 
inheritance before it was abolished 
in 1646. If the deceased had no adult 
heir the Court would document the 
estate and issue Chancery Warrants 
when heirs came of legal age after 
being wards of court. They needed 
to pay livery to make the inheritance 
legal. 

The last talk was by Paul Carter on 
Poverty in Victorian England and Wales and was an excellent 
overview of Poor Law and the world of workhouses. Paul’s 
slower delivery was welcome on the final presentation of the 
day. He showed us an extremely moving and personal letter 
which was a plea from a downtrodden 
family for support in hard times. 
I really saw the hardship from the 
penniless man’s viewpoint. I was 
amazed to see the quality of writing 
in the letters sent from the lowest 
class of people to the men in charge of 
administering relief and workhouses. 
It made the hardships so real, showing 
the desperate times that our ancestors 
lived through.

The seminar was a real eye-opener for me as I had not really 
explored what other documents and resources might be 
available for genealogy besides the usual BDM and census 
records. I thoroughly enjoyed the day which seemed to pass 
quickly. n

Denise has no registered surname and can be contacted at 
denise.walsh@one-name.org

Paul Dryburgh

Paul Carter

Jackie Depelle and Alan Moorhouse, 
organisers, along with audience 
photos and the author, Denise Walsh.

mailto:denise.walsh%40one-name.org?subject=
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Your family tree gives a better 
picture of your personal ethnicity 
composition than Autosomal DNA 
testing

by John A. Creer (Member 4421)

Autosomal DNA testing can be very useful in helping to 
learn more about one’s early ancestry. However, it is 
important to understand the strengths and limitations 

of this type of test. 

Autosomal DNA tests (such as AncestryDNA, FTDNA’s Family 
Finder test and the 23andMe test) can be very powerful in 
identifying people who share a common ancestor with you, 
who lived in a period up to 300 years ago. This can be very 
helpful indeed in filling gaps in your family tree research 
and is done by comparing the detailed composition of an 
individual’s autosomal DNA with that of other people in 
the company’s database and identifying where two people 
share identical segments of DNA on the same location on a 
chromosome. When this happens, depending on the total 
size of the shared DNA segment(s), it becomes possible to 
conclude that these two people share a common ancestor 
within the last two to 300 years, and evaluate how close that 
relationship might be from the amount of shared DNA. In the 
absence of documentary evidence this can be very useful in 
uncovering new connections in your family tree and breaking 
down previously impenetrable “brick walls”.

Autosomal DNA (AtDNA) is a term used in genetic genealogy 
to describe that part of our DNA which is inherited from the 
autosomal chromosomes. An autosome is any of the numbered 
chromosomes, as opposed to the sex chromosomes. Humans 
have 22 pairs of autosomes and one pair of sex chromosomes 
(the X and the Y chromosomes). Autosomes are numbered 
roughly in relation to their sizes. That is, Chromosome 
1 has approximately 2,800 genes, while chromosome 22 
has approximately 750 genes: see https://isogg.org/wiki/
Autosomal_DNA 

An autosomal DNA test includes the X chromosome but 
excludes the Y (paternal line) 

However, the estimates of an individual’s mix of ethnic origin 
also offered by these tests are unreliable and without much 
practical meaning. They lack significant interpretation and 
any figures should be regarded as approximate estimates 
with a wide range of error. 

There are four good reasons for this: -
1. Autosomal DNA is inherited randomly from our parents 

when we are born, and this means for example that 
siblings, other than identical twins, will not have 
identical autosomal DNA. We all inherit on average 
50% of our DNA from each of our parents at the time of 
conception. That is on average, but the range in practice 
is 45-55% from each parent. So, one sibling might get 
55% from their mother and 45% from their father, and 

another sibling might get the reverse, 45% from their 
mother and 55% from their father. Thus, the breakdown 
of the autosomal DNA composition for the two siblings 
will be noticeably different from each other. This random 
DNA inheritance will have occurred with each preceding 
generation as well, so when seven generations back, the 
AtDNA of some of your genealogical ancestors will no 
longer be seen in your present-day DNA. They are your 
genealogical ancestors, but not your genetic ancestors.

2. Additionally, this picture is compounded by the fact that 
we have so many ancestors. The further back in time 
we go, then the more and more people there are on our 
family tree. In each preceding generation, the number 
of our direct-line ancestors doubles. A thousand years 
ago each of us would have been descended from nearly 
everyone then living in Europe: only a very few are 
visible as genetic ancestors in our DNA. While our family 
tree is staggeringly vast and geographically widespread, 
our genetic ancestry is likely more restricted. If we go 
back 40 generations most of an individual’s DNA traces 
back to a random subset of approximately only 2600 
people out of our millions of ancestors (see https://
gcbias.org/2017/12/19/1628/).

3. Furthermore, the autosomal DNA breakdown analysis 
from a testing company only shows the present day 
“composition” of your ancestral ethnicity but does not 
really help you to understand the past, as the breakdown 
in the origins of your range of ancestors will have altered 
in each of your preceding generations as new members 
(perhaps with different ethnic origins) will in each 
generation have married into your family and changed 
the mix. It can only give a picture of the present, not 
the past.

4. Finally, the same person testing with two different 
DNA testing companies will invariably get two different 
sets of results, as each company uses a different set of 
reference populations of DNA results, from different 
geographical regions, to compare against. Anyone testing 
with more than one company will see that effect and get 
a different set of results.

Examination of my own autosomal DNA analyses illustrates 
this clearly. Four different companies all give different 
results.

From these figures (see chart below) it is obvious that there 
is no agreement between them. It is clearly very difficult 
to compare like with like here, because the different 
companies apply alternative origin categories (as well as 

https://isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA
https://isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA
https://gcbias.org/2017/12/19/1628/
https://gcbias.org/2017/12/19/1628/
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different comparative population data) when analysing 
the results. Also, it becomes impossible to say which set of 
numbers is correct, if any, because none is accurate, and all 
are misleading. No sound interpretation is possible and no 
“right” picture is available.

The very best that one can conclude from these figures is 
that some of one’s ancestors came from these regions, but 
in what proportions and at what time, it is impossible to 
determine.

Y-DNA testing of a family male will always provide a more 
quantifiable understanding of the earlier origins of the 
male name-bearing line, both in time and space. Whilst the 
Y-chromosome is not covered by the autosomal DNA test, 
there will be some male line AtDNA present in an individual’s 
test and that should correspond to some extent with the 
Y-DNA origins of that male family line, but on a random basis. 

Thus, for all the reasons above, sad to say, an autosomal 
DNA view of our ethnicity is not very meaningful. The 
testing companies exploit people’s natural curiosity without 
providing a sound scientific context. Such tests pander to 
our natural desire to understand where we came from and 
possibly enable us to claim allegiance to various ethnic labels, 
Viking, Iberian etc. They have become very popular and are 
the most widely purchased consumer DNA test. However, 
the poor-quality outcomes from these ethnicity analyses are 
such as to discredit the whole range of consumer DNA testing 
which is unhelpful.

So, in summary our autosomal DNA provides an incomplete 
and random picture of our genealogical ancestry and the 
different comparative reference data used by testing 

companies compounds the uncertainty of any ethnic origin 
analyses.

It is a perfectly reasonable desire to understand more about 
one’s early family origins and identity, and all of us engaged 
in family history research share the same motivation. 
However, researching one’s family tree is the only reliable 
and credible way to start to understand about one’s early 
ancestral origins and AtDNA ethnicity estimates only confuse 
and mislead. n

John is studying the surname Creer with variants Creere, 
McCrere and can be contacted at creer@one-name.org

Recommended Reading:
1. Graham Coop: https://gcbias.org/about/
2. Adam Rutherford: A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever 

Lived
3. David Reich: Who We Are and How We Got Here

Origin FTDNA Ancestry 
DNA old

Ancestry 
DNA new

23andMe My 
Heritage1

My 
Heritage2

My 
genealogy

England 13% 58.5% 57.4% 70%

Ireland/Scotland/Wales 45% 46% 32.4% 32.9% 30%

Ireland/Scotland

England/Wales/NW Europe 50%

British Isles - total 78% 58% 65% 100%

Scandinavia 5% 18% 9%

Sweden 4%

Finland <2% <1% 7.4% 7.6%

S Europe 15% <1% 1%

Iberia 3% 1%

W Europe 18% 5%

NW Europe- Europe 20%

Europe - other 1%

Europe - total 15% 21% 26%

Caucasus <1% 0%

N Africa <1% 0%

W Asia 1.7% 2.1%

98% 97% 100% 100% 100% 100%

mailto:creer%40one-name.org?subject=
https://gcbias.org/about/
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Pharos Teaching and Tutoring Limited was the first British 
organisation to provide online courses for genealogists. The 
Company is run by two professional genealogists, Helen Osborn 
in England and Sherry Irvine in Canada. Pharos exists to teach 
the best and most rewarding ways to search for your ancestors 
and to help others discover as much as possible about the lives 
of their ancestors.

The Guild selected Pharos as a course provider to develop 
online one-name study courses as part of its charitable 
aim of advancing the education of the public in one-name 
studies. Pharos was selected because of the experience of its 
instructors, the reasonable costs involved in developing and 
running the courses, and its location in the UK yet with a wide 
reach to elsewhere. These online courses can be delivered 
to members and to anyone interested in one-name studies 
anywhere in the world.

Introduction to One-Name Studies
This was the first course to be offered, and was first run 
in 2009. It is a five-week course, covering the history of 
one-name studies, reasons why genealogists should have a 
one-name study, how to check on the suitability of your sur-
name, the history and distribution of surnames, the practical 
aspects of running a one-name study, and the collection and 
analysis of data from core records needed for a one-name 
study.

This introductory course has proved very popular and further 
offerings are scheduled according to demand. See the Pharos 
website for the next offering of the course.

How to book the course
You can find the course from the Pharos home page, select-
ing “Course Listings” and scrolling down until you find the 
course you want. Alternatively you can go directly to the 
Introduction to One-Name Studies course page.

From here you can either:

• Click on the “Enquire about this course” button, stating 
that you are interested in enrolling on the course; or

• Click on the Pharos “Buy Now” button, which will allow 
you to purchase a place on the course. Note that non-
members of the Guild are granted Guild membership for 
at least a full year as part of their course fees as if they 
joined on the day they paid for the course.

If you make an enquiry about the course, the course tutor, 
Julie Goucher, will provide you with details of availability for 
the course, or details of any plans to run further courses.

If you have any difficulty, please email Helen Osborn on info@
pharostutors.com with your Name and Membership Number.

Advanced One-Name Course
The Guild and Pharos have also developed an advanced 
course in One-Name Studies. This course will give you the 
skills to venture into new territory. All one-namers with a 
substantial collection of data are potentially in a position 
to shed new light on old historical problems. A one-name 
study provides the “glue” that melds together disciplines as 
diverse as population studies, place-names, etymology, as 
well as genealogy and local history. Using an interdisciplinary 
approach, your research and analysis will shed new light on 
the past and contribute to historical knowledge.

The course assumes you are familiar with the material covered 
by Introduction to One-Name Studies course and that you 
have collected a large amount of data from core records in 
at least one country. The next levels in this course include 
collecting data world-wide, a review of current published work 
on surnames, venturing into more complex interdisciplinary 
analysis, and working toward the publication of findings.

Students will normally have a registered One-Name Study with 
the Guild of One-Name Studies and should be familiar with the 
Guild’s Seven Pillars of Wisdom.

The course offers two options, and one of these must be 
selected when registering and paying for the course:

• Option One: lessons contain short answer exercises within 
the lessons (unassessed).

• Option Two: as for Option One but with the addition of 
the preparation of a 2000-3000 word written article about 
your one-name study (assessed).

The best articles from Option Two may be selected for 
publication in the Journal of One-Name Studies. The Guild 
and Pharos will jointly be awarding a Certificate of Attainment 
for those successfully completing Option Two.

The course is taught by Helen Osborn with set reading of The 
Surname Detective by C D Rogers (1995). It lasts for six weeks, 
with five lessons and a research week:

• The world-wide One-Name Study

• Interdisciplinary studies – Beyond Vital Records

• Surname case studies – Learning from others

• Research and reading week

Pharos One-Name Studies Courses

https://www.pharostutors.com
https://www.pharostutors.com/details.php?coursenumber=901
mailto:info%40pharostutors.com?subject=
mailto:info%40pharostutors.com?subject=
https://one-name.org/running-a-one-name-study/
https://one-name.org/journal-volume-12-2015-2017/
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• Synthesis – More than family history

• Spread the word – Get published

To find out more and enquire about this course, you can find it 
from the Pharos home page, selecting “Course Listings” and 
scrolling down until you find the course you want. Alternatively 
you can go directly to the Advanced One-Name Studies course 
page.

Other Pharos courses
Pharos run a wide range of online training courses for 
genealogists, ranging from introductory courses to help you 
become a better genealogist, to more advanced courses 
covering either research in specific countries or selected topics 
such as “the poor” or “military records”. More information 
about Pharos and their courses can be found at their website 
at www.pharostutors.com. n

The Members’ Websites 
Project (MWP)

A safe haven for members’ one-name study 
websites
The Members’ Websites Project is designed to provide a safe 
haven for members’ one-name study websites. Members can 
upload a one-name study website to the Project’s webserver 
provided the site is concerned with a surname which they 
have registered with the Guild. The website will then be 
accessible via an address like http://smith.one-name.net 
where Smith is the subject of the one-name study. They can 
include their research data, their trees, their images, their 
histories, hypotheses and conclusions – everything in their 
one-name study. The member can edit the website just as 
if it were on a commercial hosting company’s server. All the 
material uploaded can be viewed world-wide and will be 
available to future generations.

The Guild recognizes that most Guild Registered Studies are 
based on a Bearer of that registered surname that is part of the 
Member’s personal family history. Your Website may include any 
of your personal family history and genealogy that connects to 
a bearer, no matter how distant.

By displaying excellence in one-name study websites the 
Members’ Websites Project specifically addresses the Guild 
Vision that the Guild should “strengthen its position as the 
centre of excellence for surname studies.” It also increases the 
visibility of members’ websites since the Guild’s main website 
is a portal to the Project. Members’ websites that have been 
uploaded can be viewed via the Members’ Websites Full List. 
The Project encourages new members to join the Guild and 
existing members to make effective use of current technology 
whatever their computer skill level.

Members’ research preserved – indefinitely
After a member has uploaded their website, they can still 
edit, delete and add to its pages. After the member passes 
away or ceases membership however, the Guild will preserve 
it convert the site into a Legacy site, and make it available 
to public view indefinitely as long as it is able.

Types of website
Most types of website can be accepted for hosting on the 
Members’ Websites Project. They include free-standing HTML 
websites; websites using Content Management Systems, 
especially WordPress and Media Wiki; and websites where 
genealogy data is imported from GEDCOM files and stored in 
a common database using The Next Generation genealogy 
software (TNG).

Examples of One-Name Study websites which have been 
uploaded by this project include:

1. Websites consisting of freestanding HTML pages;

2. Websites created using a Content Management System 
such as MediaWiki and WordPress; and

3. Websites created using an online database created from a 
GEDCOM file using The Next Generation software.

More details about the types of website that can be hosted 
on the Project website are on the Types of Website page.

(For Guild Members only, there is a set of web pages in the 
Guild Wiki giving detailed guidance and support to help you 
create a website on the Members’ Websites Project or to 
transfer an existing website to the Project.) n

https://www.pharostutors.com
https://www.pharostutors.com/details.php?coursenumber=902
https://www.pharostutors.com
https://one-name.org/the-members-websites-project-mwp/members-websites-full-list-and-search-page/
https://one-name.org/the-members-websites-project-mwp/types-of-website/
https://one-name.org/wiki/guild-wiki/members-websites-project/
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Forthcoming Seminars

#GuildCradle

“From Cradle to Grave” Seminar
Amersham Free Church, 

Woodside Road,
Amersham, Buckinghamshire, 

HP6 6AJ
09:30 am for 10:00 am, Saturday 11 May 2019

Poverty, illegitimacy, child migration, mental health and care in old age touched 
the lives of many of our ancestors at some stage of their existence. This seminar 
looks at some of the institutions and movements involved: the workhouse, mother 
and baby homes, child migration movements and the establishment of lunatic 
asylums and alms houses.

Programme

09:30 - 10:00 Registration and coffee

10:00 - 10:10 Welcome to the Seminar - 
Sue Thornton-Grimes

10:10 - 11:10 Hell or Haven? A Day in the Life of a Workhouse - Simon 
Fowler

11:10 - 11:15 Comfort break

11:15 - 12:15 Almshouses Old and New - Sue Turner, Assistant Director, The 
Almshouse Association

12:15 - 13:15 Lunch break

13:15 - 14:15 A History of British Child Migration Schemes - Roger 
Kershaw, Acting Head of Collections Expertise & 
Engagement, The National Archives, Kew

14:15 - 14:20 Comfort break

14:20 - 15:20 Salvation Army Maternity Work 1886-1980 - Major Kevin 
Pooley, Social Historian, The Salvation Army

15:20 - 15:45 Tea break

15:45 - 16:45 Early Asylum Life - David Scrimgeour

16:45 Close of Seminar

Seminar cost, including refreshments and buffet lunch £22.00 (inc. VAT).

Amersham Free Church is close to the centre of Amersham, at the junction of 
Woodside Road and Sycamore Road, approximately a 10 minute walk from the railway 
station. There is free parking at the church.

Bookings close 28 April 2019. All 
bookings will be confirmed by email, 
with full joining instructions, on or 
soon after this date.

For more information look under the 
Events tab at https://one-name.org or 
phone the Guild Help Desk Tel: 0800 
011 2182

3 August 2019
Maritime Aspects of 
Yorkshire

This venue is ideal for this subject 
being situated on the major 
arteries of Yorkshire waterways 
and ports. We have assembled 
specialist speakers on the maritime 
aspects of this region. This seminar 
will appeal to all family and social 
historians as well as one-namers.

Venue: The Community House, 
Portholme Road, Selby, YO8 4QQ.

12 October 2019
‘Industry in the Potteries’

Situated just south of Stoke on 
Trent we shall be exploring all the 
industries of the north Midlands. 
It wasn’t just pottery in the area, 
many other industries existed 
including salt mines.

Venue: Whitmore Village Hall, 
Coneygreave Lane, Whitmore, 
Newcastle-Under-Lyme ST5 5HX.

22 February 2020
“Of No Fixed Abode”

We are working on a seminar 
looking at various groups of people 
who followed a peripatetic lifestyle 
such as commercial travellers, 
travelling fairgrounds, drovers, 
canal families, music hall and 
theatre, and gypsies.

Venue: Littleton Millenium 
Memorial Hall, The Hall Way, 
Littleton, Winchester SO22 6QL.

We would like to ensure that any 
disabled delegate can participate 
fully in this event. Anyone with 
any special requirements should 
telephone the Guild Help Desk on 
0800 011 2182 or email seminar-
booking@one-name.org

#GuildPotteries

#GuildMaritime

#GuildTravellers

https://one-name.org
mailto:seminar-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:seminar-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
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Welcome to GENEVA
An online calendar of GENealogical EVents and Activities

This calendar is being run jointly on behalf of GENUKI and 
the Federation of Family History Societies http://geneva.
weald.org.uk and is maintained by Guild member Malcolm 
Austen (5240) geneva@weald.org.uk. 

April 2 Harrogate, NKS, Family Tree Maker
April 3 SoG, LND, Death & Taxes: Understanding the 
Death Duty Registers
April 4 SoG, LND, Visit: Manchester Archives
April 6 SoG, LND, Parish Registers & Parish Chest Records 
for Family Historians
April 10 SoG, LND, Getting the Most from the Society of 
Genealogists Library Catalogue (SOGCAT)
April 11 Cobham, KEN, North West Kent FHS Family 
History Day and AGM
April 11 SoG, LND, A History of London through Beer 
Goggles
April 12-14 Swindon, WIL, LIDDIARD Gathering
April 13 Richmond, NRY, Cleveland Family History Society 
Spring Family History Day
April 13 SoG, LND, Reading and Understanding Italian 
Genealogical Records
April 13 Birmingham, WAR, First Steps in Family History
April 26-27 Alexandra Place, LND, Family Tree Live
April 27 Woking, SRY, Family History Online Workshop

May 1 SoG, LND, The History of Enfield Town
May 4 SoG, LND, What to do with your Family History 
Research
May 4 Bury St Edmunds, SFK, The Maharajah Duleep 
Singh, Queen Victoria and Suffolk
May 8, SoG, LND, Using the LDS FamilySearch Films at 
the Society of Genealogists
May 9, SoG, LND, Newspapers for Family Historians
May 10 SoG, LND, Walk: Battle of Barnet
May 11 Amersham, BKM, Guild of One-Name Studies From 
Cradle to Grave Seminar
May 11 SoG, LND, Family Historian Software for 
Beginners & Refreshers
May 15 SoG, LND, Scanning for Family Historians 
(Desktop and Mobile)
May 18 York, YKS, FFHS Conference Every Ancestors 
Matters II
May 18 Chesterfield, DBY, Family History, Local History 
and Heritage Society’s ‘show case event’ plus Crafts 
[Fair]
May 18 SoG, LND, Talking Family History
May 18 SoG, LND, Tracing your European Ancestors: East 
& West
May 20 SoG, LND, Family History Getaway: Unravelling 
Ancestral Secrets through DNA
May 20 Canterbury, KEN, The Parish and The Manor
May 23 SoG, LND, Walk: Historic Enfield Town

May 24 SoG, LND, Visit: Gloucestershire Archives 
May 25 SoG, LND, History of the 19th Century Cemeteries 
(and earlier) Crypts of London
May 25 SoG, LND, Fleshing out the Bones of our 
Ancestors Using Local History Sources

June 1 Shrewsbury, SAL, Shropshire FHS Family History 
Fair 2019
June 1 SoG, LND, Victorian Life Upstairs and Downstairs
June 1 SoG, LND, Electronic Family History for 
Refreshers
June 5 SoG, LND, A Family Historian’s Brushes with the 
Law
June 5 Canterbury, KEN, How to Draw a Pedigree Tree 
Using Your Computer
June 6 SoG, LND, Walk: Historic Bermondsey: Beer, 
Biscuits and Beatification
June 7 SoG, LND, Visit: Margravine Cemetery
June 7-8 NEC Birmingham, WMD, The Genealogy Show 
2019
June 8 SoG, LND, Don’t Believe Everything you’re Told & 
Documenting your Family History
June 12 SoG, LND, London’s Villages: Chelsea
June 17 Canterbury, KEN, Army and RAF
June 21 SoG, LND, Visit: Huguenot Museum
June 21 SoG, LND, Walk: Around Rochester - An Historic 
Medway Town
June 22 Yorks, YKS, The Family History Show, York
June 22 SoG, LND, My Ancestor was a Brushmaker
June 22 SoG, LND, Manorial Records and Property & 
Taxation Records: Sources for Researching Rich & Poor 
Ancestors
June 27 SoG, LND, The WHO, the WHERE and the WHAT 
of Looking for Family in New Zealand
June 29 SoG, LND, Getting Organised - Organise your 
Work, your Computer, your Desk and Yourself!

http://geneva.weald.org.uk
http://geneva.weald.org.uk
mailto:geneva%40weald.org.uk?subject=
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