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From the Committee…

by W. Paul Featherstone MCG, Guild Chairman 

I always find it fascinating to learn how others conduct and 
manage their studies, and am always listening to see if I 
can learn something which I can apply to my own study. 

Since we have never, to my knowledge, told members how 
they run and manage their studies, suggestions are made. I 
seem to remember being told to collect the major record 
sets when I started, but no one told me how to keep them 
and in what format.

A recent experience came about with a member who uses a 
made-up name that includes a question mark and star sign to 
keep searching simple, so saves all the names in this format.  
This maybe demonstrates the lack of instructions we give 
out to new members. Since there has never been a name 
recorded that way, no one will ever search for it.

I thought about the very same thing when I started with my 
many variations and misspellings, so for example the Irish use 
Fetherston H to cover Fetherstonhaugh and most records are 
written that way; when they are recorded in English records 
the full name is used. So, to conduct searches I record 
the name as written in records and add a variant name in 
my records as allowed by my Family History software so I 
can find records using the longer name. That way anyone 
searching on my website will find either name, and hopefully 
the right person. 

Since most of the family history fairs are being cancelled 
we are sure to have a very poor recruitment year, so the 
Marketing Action Team are about to launch a series of adverts 
using an e-letter sent out to readers of the Family Tree 
Magazine. They will be monitoring the click throughs to see 
how effective this method is. We really do not want existing 
members clicking through since that will give us results we 
do not want. We expect that to start at the beginning of June 
and run for 5 weeks.

The Members Website Project hit a new milestone in the last 
month hitting the 300 sites target. We have many more still 
being built, and please remember we offer help if you need 
it.

The Committee has approved two new Job descriptions this 
month to enable us to split the Registrar role into two roles, 
one looking after membership and one looking after study 
registrations thus reducing the workload on our volunteers.  
We welcome Pauline Neil as the new Membership Registrar 
and Fiona Tipple as the new Study Registrar. We wish them 
well in their new roles and look forward to working with 
them.

We have also gathered a team of very experienced members 
to look at our Constitution with the expectation that it might 
take up to two years to recommend a revision to put before 
a membership vote. If you have any suggestions, they would 
love to hear from you via 

constitutional-review@one-name.org

The May Seminar that was due to take place in Taunton 
had to be cancelled, of course. The SemSub team has put 
together a series of presentations on the seminar theme that 
can be seen at https://one-name.org/seminar-events/ 

Since our social distancing has been restricted in the current 
climate we need a change in perspective. In Yorkshire we 
have set up two online meetings a week to keep contact 
with members. You are quite welcome to join us, or if other 
Regional Representatives need a helping hand in setting up 
their own, please let us know. n

W. Paul Featherstone (MCG)
Chairman

mailto:constitutional-review%40one-name.org?subject=
https://one-name.org/seminar-events/
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Marriage Challenge Update:
Lockdown for Marriage Challenge

by Peter Copsey MCG
(Marriage Challenge Coordinator, Member 1522)

Registration District and Period Request Deadline Challenger Challenger’s Email Key

Lewes 1837 - 1911 15 July 2020 Clive Reedman reedman@one-name.org B

Leominster 1837 - 1911 15 July 2020 Sonja Smith winship@one-name.org B

Tunstead 1837 - 1869 15 July 2020 Paul Howes howes@one-name.org B

Smallburgh 1870 - 1938 15 July 2020 Paul Howes howes@one-name.org B

Penrith Stage 2 1901 - 1945 1 September 2020 Helen Brooke helen.brooke@one-name.org B

Key B: Requests using the standard Excel template much preferred (see website), but willing to accept other formats.

Coronavirus has put a stop to Marriage Challenge. Libraries 
and record offices are closed at the time of writing and 
it seems likely that they will stay that way for the time 

being.  The UK Government is probably going to allow non-
essential shops to open from 15 June but no mention has been 
made of libraries.

I have made enquiries of several record offices (ROs) and their 
messages are virtually the same. They are not allowed to open 
at the moment but they have made preparations to open 
with social distancing when they are given the green light. I 
was pleasantly surprised by the efficiency of the ROs that I 
contacted; they all replied to my email within 24 hours.

There are four marriage challenges that are awaiting to start 
but I am conscious that the challengers will remain wary of 
visiting ROs when they are allowed to do so under Government 
guidelines. I stress that challengers should only visit these 
establishments when they feel comfortable in themselves 
to do so. Marriage entries have been in the registers for 100 
years; another few months before they are transcribed will 
not matter.

The four Challenges already announced are repeated in the list 
below. The opportunity has been taken to correct one entry in

the last Journal. Lewes MC will be for the period 1837 to 1911. 
Those members who have not sent in their marriages for the 
later years should do so. The cut-off dates for requests are now 
shown as 15th July, acknowledging that challenges are delayed.

One new Challenge is announced. Thanks go to Helen Brooke 
for offering to continue her Penrith Challenge for the period 
1901 to 1945

The Guild is always looking for Marriage Challengers. If you 
live fairly close to a County Record Office and can afford to 
spend some time there to help other Guild members with their 
one-name studies by finding marriage entries, then becoming 
a Challenger could be an option. Even if Ancestry, Findmypast 
or FamilySearch have done some indexing for marriages in a 
particular county, there is likely to be some parts of that county 
or some period where a Challenge would be worthwhile.

I will give advice on what is needed and on any aspect of a 
Challenge that is concerning you. Most Challengers find a 
Challenge a rewarding and interesting experience.  Why not 
send me an email to marriage-challenge@one-name.org if 
you think you can contribute. n

The Challenges beginning in the coming months are:

Message from Maureen Selley, Secretary - Devon Family 
History Society and Mayflower Maker 

It is with regret that the Devon FHS Executive Committee has 
decided to postpone the Mayflower International Genealogical 
Conference to 2021.

It is likely that many of Plymouth’s Mayflower 400 events will 
be moved to 2021, although a formal announcement has not yet 
been issued. I have managed to book Plymouth Guildhall for 28th 
August 2021. 

The programme will remain much the same, and if any speakers

are unavailable, I will replace them with a similar speaker/
topic.

I hope that you will be happy to attend on 28th August 2021.

Our publicity and website links have not yet been updated, the 
volunteer who does this is recovering from an operation.

Best wishes,
Maureen Selley
Secretary - Devon Family History Society and Mayflower Maker
Mayflower 400 event: Mayflower International Genealogical 
Conference 2021 and Mayflower Competition

mailto:reedman%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:winship%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:howes%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:howes%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:helen.brooke%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:marriage-challenge%40one-name.org?subject=
http://www.devonfhs.org.uk
http://www.devonfhs.org.uk
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/about/volunteering-and-community/
http://www.devonfhs.org.uk
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/about/volunteering-and-community/
http://www.devonfhs.org.uk/shop/mayflower.php
http://www.devonfhs.org.uk/shop/mayflower.php
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/news/2020/february/special-mayflower-400-competition-launches-for-plymouth-pupils/
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DNA for your ONS:
Your DNA Project

by Susan C. Meates MCG (DNA Advisor, Member 3710)

In the January Journal, the article “Is Your DNA Project Still 
There?” explained what had happened when 149 Guild 
members were removed as Administrators from their DNA 

Projects, and how they can get their projects back.

The 149 Guild DNA projects are approximately 26% of the DNA 
Projects I have set up over the years - a big number, representing 
a lot of time invested in setting up these projects.

I expected that there would be a stampede of members to go 
through the steps outlined in the article to determine if their 
project was affected, and that there would be a tsunami of 
emails of members wanting their DNA Project back.

This didn’t happen.

Only 11 members contacted me; 9 wanted their project back, 
and 2 didn’t want it any longer, leaving 138 members whose DNA 
Project is effectively gone, without them as Administrators. 
Some of these projects may already have been adopted. At 
a minimum, these DNA Projects are up for adoption, and any 
could be adopted any day.

I am quite puzzled as to why there wasn’t a stampede as each 
member checked the status of their DNA Project. I wonder if 

the Journal is read, or will perhaps be read in the future? Or do 
members think the situation doesn’t apply to them? Or perhaps 
they no longer want their project, and haven’t let me know?

The next step is that these DNA projects will be removed from 
the members’ Guild Profile.

Please check the status of your DNA Project, if you haven’t 
logged in this year. For detailed instructions on how to check 
the status of your DNA Project, including whether it has been 
adopted, see the January 2020 Journal article.

The Administrators were removed by Family Tree DNA in 
October 2018. In July 2020, it will be 21 months, and during this 
time, any prospective participant has no way to contact you.  
No-one is listed as Project Administrator, unless your project 
was adopted. You will never know if potential participants had 
questions before ordering a test, and just went away with no 
one to contact.  

If you don’t want your DNA project any longer, please let me 
know, so that the Guild Logo can be removed from the DNA 
Project, and the DNA project listing can be removed from your 
Guild Profile. n

Get YOUR One-Name Study featured on 
the front page of our website!

In order to demonstrate the varied approaches to a one-
name study, we are looking for studies to showcase on 
the Guild website. A different one will be featured every 

couple of months. We are looking for a range of studies, 
showcasing the diversity of our members’ research across 
different countries.

Some people have fantastically detailed family trees, others 
feature extensive DNA projects, some have great family 
stories. We have members who love to get into those musty 
archives and track down documents that are not yet online 
or are passionate about trawling though old parish or county 
records. Perhaps you love to combine family history and 
local place or county history? Maybe collecting family photos 
is your thing?

Interested? This is what you need to do.

Send us: 
• a featured image [horizontal or ‘landscape’ orientation] 

to add interest and attract people to look at the study.
• a few lines [max about 50 words] to describe your study. 

This should highlight the areas of your study that you are 
particularly enthusiastic about and you’d love to share 
with others.

• a link to your study. This can either be to your study 
website or to your study profile.

You do have a Profile, yes? If not, there is plenty of advice on 
the website to help set one up:
https://one-name.org/about-study-profiles/ 

Your featured image will appear on the front page of our 
website, with the description beneath it. We’ll link it to your 
chosen page so people can read more about it – as they’re 
bound to want to! 

Send your featured image, your summary, and the link you 
want to webteam@one-name.org with ‘Attention: Featured 
Study’ in the Subject line. 

[We get a lot of emails so putting this in the Subject line of 
your email will make sure it gets to the right person!]

There is no time limit or restriction on the number of times you 
can put forward your study for possible inclusion as a Featured 
Study on the website. You can even suggest someone else’s 
website that you think should be featured. [We’ll need to ask 
them first of course!] We’ll send out reminders a couple of 
times a year so you don’t forget.

This is your chance to share your passion! [And help keep our 
website interesting as well!] n

https://one-name.org/about-study-profiles/
mailto:webteam%40one-name.org?subject=
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Some Perils of Online Databases

by Wayne Shepheard (Member 6744)

In preparation for a talk I gave recently about Online Parish 
Clerks for Legacy Family Tree Webinars, I reviewed some 
examples of entries in English parish registers again. We 

all recognize there are many inaccurate transcriptions on 
the online websites, mainly due I think to transcribers not 
being familiar with old handwriting or with the people or 
communities referenced in the records on which they are 
working. 

There are always shortcomings with indexes – spelling errors, 
missed notes, poor transcription of old handwriting, etc. 
There is no substitute for seeing the real records, whether 
the originals in record offices or images from scans and 
photographs. You can run into unexpected problems with 
the images, though, stemming from inconsistencies between 
datasets or sometimes from careless work in the duplication, 
transcribing and indexing processes.

Richard Vyvyan
A 1725 baptism entry for Richard Vyvyan was found in 
the Cornwood, Devon, parish baptism register (Figure 1). 
While there is a reference to the individual of this name 
on the indexes of Ancestry, FindMyPast and FamilySearch, 
none of them indicate an image is available for viewing. 
TheGenealogist records do not go back that far so no 
information is available on that website. 

The register entry showed that the “reputed father” of 
the child was Philip Woodward. Interestingly, searches for 
an alternative name of Richard Woodward did result in 
references to images on FindMyPast and FamilySearch. It 
cannot be determined whether Richard ever used the name 
Woodward, or whether Philip Woodward ever married Sarah 
Vyvyan and acknowledged his paternity. 

Perhaps the form used for indexing had a box for a father’s 
name and it was this information that was used to slot the 
transcription into the index.

Mary Smith
A few years ago, I was searching for information about my 
3rd great-grandmother. Her name was Mary Pearson, née 
Smith, and, according to many records, she was born in 

Ashow parish, Warwickshire, near the turn of the nineteenth 
century.

There was only one Smith child shown in the Ashow parish 
baptism register during the time period between 1795 
and 1805. It was for a female born in 1797, but none of 
FamilySearch or the commercial databases, Ancestry, 
FindMyPast or TheGenealogist, had her first name. 
Ancestry, FindMyPast and FamilySearch all had images 
of the baptism register page, but the particular event 
was not clear as the page had been torn and a corner 
folded down right over the child’s forename (Figure 2).

The Online Parish Clerk for the area, Susan Tall, visited the 
record office to get a close-up view of the register. She was 
able to unfold the tear and sent me a photo of the name. I 
believed this little girl, Mary, based on other information, 
had to be my ancestor. The information also then gave us 
confirmation about her parents which eventually led to other 
ancestral connections.

Sarah and John Adams
Sarah Adams was baptized on 24 April 1808 in Cornwood 
parish (Figure 3). She was the “Bastard of Jane Adams.” 
A note was written alongside the entry that said, “the 

Figure 1: Cornwood, Devon, 1725 parish baptism register entry for 
Richard Vyvyan, son of Sarah Vyvyan (source – England, Devon, Parish 
Registers, 1538-1912, database with images, FamilySearch, retrieved 3 
July 2010 from www.findmypast.com)

Figure 2: Right: Ashow, Warwickshire, perish baptism register page – 
1795-1799; page torn and folded under at 6 August 1797 baptism entry 
for Smith child (source – Warwickshire Anglican Registers, Warwickshire 
County Record Office, retrieved 22 October 2011 from www.ancestry.
com); Lower Left: enlargement of portion of entry at 6 August 1797; 
Upper Left: photo of unfolded tear at 6 August 1797 entry showing 
name of Mary Smith

https://familytreewebinars.com
https://www.findmypast.com
https://www.ancestry.com
https://www.ancestry.com
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mother was permitted to be delivered in this parish under 
an engagement that Plympton would consider the child as 
belonging to that parish.” Jane was not a normal resident 
of Cornwood parish. The image on FamilySearch is from the 
Bishop’s Transcripts, not the parish register. It only indicates 
the child was “base born” but does not comment on the 
mother’s predicament as a non-resident of the parish.

Prior to passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, 
individual parishes were responsible for poor relief and they 
took great care to ensure that only their own legitimate 
families were listed for any support. Local county and 
regional governments took over welfare responsibilities after 
1834.

For John Adams, there is an additional problem between the 
websites.

On the parish baptism register, John is shown as the bastard 
son of Jane Adams (Figure 4), the same Jane as for Sarah 
above. There is also a note about the lying in appended to 
the entry which says, “Note the mother was permitted to lie 
in in Cornwood under a promise fr[om] Plymton to consider 
the Bastard as theirs.” There was a second baptism that 
same day for Anne Northmore, daughter of Joseph and Mary.
 
FamilySearch has only the Bishop’s Transcripts and the 
information on their image is different. It says that John was 
the son of Joseph and Mary Northmore and Anne was the 
bastard daughter of Adams. No first name for the mother was 

recorded which is curious if the information was copied from 
the parish register.

So, which one is right? Either child would fit in the Northmore 
family. The couple had nine children in Cornwood, one every 
two years from 1792. 

Bishop’s Transcripts should normally match up with the 
parish registers. It seems that is not always the case here, 
so one must review other documents to determine the 
makeup of families. I did that for Jane Adams. She appears 
to have married William Head in 1819 in Cornwood. She had 
a six-year old girl living with her in 1841, by the name of 
Jane Adams. Further research indicated the girl was the 
daughter of John Adams, probably Jane’s son. I lean toward 
the parish register entry about John being right as it has 
more information about the event and other records seem to 
support that interpretation. 

It appears that on the parish register, the two entries 
originally were written as “John son of” the Northmnores 
and “Anne bastard daughter of” Jane, but these were erased 
and information about John and Anne were reversed. It is 
possible (probable?) that the Bishop’s Transcript had already 
been sent to the diocese office before the error in the parish 
register was discovered and corrected.

Curiously, baptism entries for neither of Sarah or John Adams 
appear on Ancestry, FindMyPast or TheGenealogist lists. 
FindMyPast has the images from the register which show 
the children, but their names were not transcribed to the 
indexes.

James Shepheard and Louisa Shepheard
Sometimes the Clerk or Vicar appeared to have lost his notes 
when it came time to fill in the register. In one case it was 
my great-grandfather that he forgot! With just the baptism 
register information (Figure 5) it would have been impossible 
to figure out who this individual was and what family he or 
she belonged to. As it happened, he was the first person I 
started looking for in this area, as he was the last of my 
direct line to be born there. And I had his birth certificate, 
so I knew when and where he was born and that this baptism 
entry was likely for him.

A few days earlier, on 16 August, there was a baptism entered 
for his cousin, Louisa Shepheard (Sheppard on the entry), 

Figure 3: Top: Cornwood parish baptism entries for William Northmore 
and Sarah Adams (source – Plymouth and West Devon Record Office, 
Birth, Marriage & Death (Parish Registers), retrieved 11 October 2012 
from www.findmypast.com).
Bottom: Cornwood Bishops’ Transcripts entries for William Northmore 
and Sarah Adams (source - England, Devon Bishop’s Transcripts, 1558-
1887, database with images, FamilySearch retrieved 29 April 2020 from 
www.familysearch.org).

Figure 4: Top: Cornwood parish baptism entries for Anne Northmore and 
John Adams (source – Plymouth and West Devon Record Office, Birth, 
Marriage & Death (Parish Registers), retrieved 11 October 2012 from 
www.findmypast.com)
Bottom: Cornwood Bishops’ Transcript entries for John Northmore and 
Anne Adams; source - (source - England, Devon Bishop’s Transcripts, 
1558-1887, database with images, FamilySearch retrieved 29 April 2020 
from www.familysearch.org).

Figure 5: Cornwood parish, Devon baptism register entries for Louisa 
Sheppard (top) and [James] Shepherd (source – Plymouth and West 
Devon Record Office, Birth, Marriage & Death (Parish Registers), 
retrieved 17 August 2012 from www.findmypast.com).

https://www.findmypast.com
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.findmypast.com
http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.findmypast.com
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whose father was not known. Interestingly, a second baptism 
entry for this child was made in the register in November, 
possibly indicating the Vicar had again misplaced his notes.

James, or in this case just the surname Shepherd (that is the 
way the entry was spelled), does not turn up on any search 
on Ancestry, FindMyPast, TheGenealogist or FamilySearch. 
Even variations of the surname spelling turn up no baptism 
record for him. Both baptism dates for Louisa can be found 
on searches of FindMyPast and FamilySearch and both sites 
have images of the two baptism register pages. She does not 
come up on searches of Ancestry or TheGenealogist.

Both children were registered with civil authorities with 
the surname Shepheard even though recorded on the parish 
register differently.

From the image of the register page for Louisa or from 
searching the names of others baptized the same year, we 
can find James’s entry, or at least the image of the register 
page showing it. Of course, I already had copies of the 
register on microfiche, so I was ahead of anyone searching 
the online databases.

Remedies
1. If you cannot find an ancestor in an index but do end up 

finding them after inspecting an image, let the database 
owner know so that they can make adjustments to their 
records.

2. If you see an image online that appears damaged, then 
ask someone – an Online Parish Clerk, county record 
office or database owner – to see about getting a better-
quality copy.

3. If you see obvious spelling errors (that is, what is indexed 
is not what is on the image) let the database owner know 
so the mistakes can be corrected.

4. If there is a discrepancy between different images, 
such as between published parish registers and Bishop’s 
Transcripts, let those in charge know so they can get 
the right information online or at least append notes to 
recognize the differences.

5. If you find an individual on an index, but cannot locate 
an image from which the information may have been 
obtained, broaden your search to see if other individuals 
may be listed for similar events and times and have 
images attached to their names. You may then be able to 
find the information for the person you are searching for.

In all cases where information is inconsistent or in obvious 
error, consult as many other sources as possible to determine 
what the true facts or most likely interpretations are. 
Remember that all records were made by people using 
information they were given by others and may contain 
errors of fact or transposition.n

Wayne is studying the surname Shepheard and can be 
contacted at wayne.shepheard@one-name.org

CONSTITUTION REVIEW
By Peter Hagger MCG & Peter Copsey MCG

The Guild’s Constitution was last reviewed and updated 
several years ago; it is dated November 2015 and can be 
found here - https://one-name.org/Constitution.pdf on 

the Guild website. Our Committee have decided that it is time 
to look at this document again.

During the period since 2015 the Committee have kept a list 
of places in the Constitution where there is lack of clarity or 
direction on what should occur at certain times. Occasionally 
the Committee wished to consider doing things differently 
from how the Constitution required – these were added to the 
list. In total the list contains 19 items for possible change.

Importantly, it is not only what the Committee wishes to be 
considered for change, it is what aspects of the Constitution 
you, our members, would like to see different. We seek your 
contributions and ideas of how the Guild should change which 
could be reflected in our Constitution. All suggestions will be 
well considered and we will consult with our membership and 
seek your views on the suggestions received.

We are not minded to make new rules that will restrict the way 
the Guild is managed or restrict what we do. We wish to leave 
as much flexibility within the Constitution as reasonable so 
that the Committee is not confined unnecessarily in the future.  
Our Chairman has said we are looking at the next 10 years, so 
flexibility is vital.

The last review began in 2013 and it was almost two years 
before the Constitution was finally approved by our members.  
This time we are hoping that the review will take less time and 

our preliminary programme is suggesting a revised Constitution 
is approved by our membership late next year.

At the 2021 Conference, it is expected we will be well on our 
way to formalise the changes. We should be in a position to 
put ideas to the Conference; to discuss and to have feed-back.

The process of review will be managed by a small team 
appointed by Committee, who are:

• Peter Hagger MCG (past Chairman) Team Leader

• Ken Toll MCG (past Chairman)

• Alan Toplis (our present Returning Officer)

• Peter Copsey MCG (past Deputy Chairman)

In addition, the Team will seek special advice from Paul Howes 
and Tessa Keough.

As mentioned, we seek your views for improving our 
Constitution, the way the Guild is managed and what we do. 
Please send in your ideas by email to:

constitutional-review@one-name.org

Ideas by post should be sent to Peter Hagger, 106 Hayling 
Avenue, Little Paxton, Huntingdon PE19 6HQ.

Please make your submission by 31 August 2020; thank you in 
anticipation of your support. n

mailto:wayne.shepheard%40one-name.org?subject=
https://one-name.org/Constitution.pdf
mailto:constitutional-review%40one-name.org?subject=
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The Origin(s) of the Surname 
Turbott in Ireland 

by Garth John Turbott (Member 8078)

My study has focused on the surname Turbott and 
variants, primarily in New Zealand but also in Ireland, 
home of my ancestors. I have argued previously in this 

journal that the surname Turbott arose from the personal 
name Thorbert, probably first used during the early Viking 
Age (the eighth and ninth centuries1). Most likely this was 
in the British Isles, in England, Scotland or the Scottish 
Isles. The Irish authority John Grenham states that the 
name Turbott is neither indigenous to Ireland nor Gaelic in 
origin, and suggests that it came to Ireland with seventeenth 
century immigrants from England and Scotland during 
plantation times2. While this may be so in some cases, the 
earliest written documentation of the name in Ireland which 
I have been able to discover suggests otherwise.

On 28 October 1615, in the Barony of Loughinsholin of what 
was then County Tyrone, Hugh Turbett made a covenant with 
an agent of the Drapers’ Company of London for renting “an 
Irish house and a small piece of land”3. This was not the type 
of contract which would have been offered to more favoured 
plantation immigrants and suggests that Hugh Turbett was 
classed as native Irish and Catholic. As supporting evidence, 
there is no trace of the name Turbott in the early plantation 
muster rolls of loyal British subjects4. Further, the 1901 
Census of Ireland shows the largest cluster of Turbotts to be 
in County Tyrone where most were Catholic, while smaller 
clusters in County Londonderry and Dublin were mostly 
Protestant. Taken together, these findings suggest that 
a substantial number of Irish Turbotts were Catholic and 
present in the country for many centuries. As it is unlikely 
that Catholic Turbotts came as plantation immigrants or 
converted from Protestantism this further suggests that 
the name was present in Ireland from before the English 
Reformation of the sixteenth century, when Protestant 
churches were first established in Ireland.

Importantly, the name Turbott occurs in a place name 
Turbotstown, which probably dates from Norman times. Thus, 
while the name may possibly have come to Ireland on several 
occasions and in different historical eras, it seems likely that 
it first arrived with the Norman invasion of 1169-70. It is 
useful to put this in historical context. Before proceeding, 
it should be explained that the name occurs in Ireland in 
several variants (Turbitt, Turbett, Turbott, et cetera) which 
until the twentieth century appear to have been applied 
almost randomly, depending on the author of the document. 
In some instances, the same individual receives multiple 
different spellings in successive documents. In this article I 
will use ‘Turbott’ unless referring to a specific source, where 
the variant will be used.

The Norman invasion of Ireland occurred in the reign of 
Henry II and was spearheaded by a group of land-hungry 
Norman barons, most from the Welsh Marches. At the 
time, Ireland was a patchwork of Gaelic kingdoms and clan 

territories of various sizes, frequently at war, in a dynamic 
network of alliances and enmities. Dermot MacMurragh, king 
of the eastern province of Leinster, had been displaced in 
one of these quarrels, and went to England to seek support 
for his cause. He found a sympathetic ear in Henry II. Henry 
had some ambitions for Irish land himself; he also saw the 
opportunity of diverting the energy of the lords of the Welsh 
Marches, who were always looking for new conquests and 
often a threat to his authority. In addition, he had previously 
received encouragement from the Pope, who was concerned 
about the supposedly degenerate state of Christianity in 
Ireland, and gave support for a punitive expedition to reform 
the church.

Rather than committing himself in person, Henry invited one 
of the leading Marcher lords Richard FitzGilbert de Clare, 
Earl of Pembroke (Strongbow) to organise an expedition. 
Preliminary scouting forays were made in 1169 but the main 
invasion force, led by Strongbow himself, landed in 1170. 
The Normans soon gained control of much of the south-east 
of Ireland, including the towns of Waterford, Wexford and 
Dublin, and the province of Leinster. Dermot had intended 
to regain the kingship himself but died in 1171. The final 
outcome saw Anglo-Normans in full control of the conquered 
territory. 

Although Henry had encouraged the expedition, he soon 
became alarmed at the extent of its success and concerned 
that the victorious Norman barons would establish an 
independent Irish kingdom to rival his own. He mounted his 
own expedition to Ireland, landing with a large Anglo-Norman 
army in 1171. Without any fighting, he rapidly assumed control 
of the territories his barons had conquered and accepted 
homage from the Irish kings of the unconquered regions. True 
to his undertaking to the Pope, Henry initiated reforms in the 
Irish Catholic church, aimed at bringing its organization and 
practices in line with the Catholic church in England. Before 
he left in 1172, he installed a trusted lieutenant, Hugh de 
Lacy, as sheriff of Dublin and his representative in Ireland. De 
Lacy was granted the huge territory of the kingdom of Mide 
(to become the feudal lordship of Meath) and elevated above 
Strongbow as the most powerful Anglo-Norman in Ireland.

The armies for each of these expeditions, Strongbow’s 
in 1170 and Henry’s in 1171, were largely raised in the 
territories of the Welsh Marcher lords. These were the lands 
of Strongbow and most of his earlier supporters, and also 
of Hugh de Lacy who held land in Herefordshire and came 
to Ireland with Henry. It is not unreasonable to suggest that 
one or more Turbotts (Thorbert,Turbert) were amongst the 
fighting men of the invading forces. Domesday records of 
1087 show that this was an area in which a thane named 
Thorbert lived prior to 1066, a member of the land-holding 
and military class. Although he had been displaced by the 
Normans, it was common feudal practice for people of his 
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class to swear allegiance to a new lord, thus continuing life 
as a soldier and perhaps in time rising again to landholding 
status. It is likely that after two or three generations there 
again were Turberts in the military class again, and that 
they followed their Norman overlords to Ireland. It may 
also be of significance that Ristard de Tuite (Richard Tuite), 
one of the lesser lords who accompanied Strongbow on his 
1170 expedition, was not from the Welsh Marches but from 
Norfolk, holding land not far from where another Thorbert, 
of the Domesday Book, had lived. 

Henry II granted Hugh de Lacy the previously Gaelic kingdom 
of Mide, which extended from the east coast of Ireland 
around and north of Dublin towards the midlands, and was 
bordered on the west by the river Shannon. The feudal fee 
for this fief was the service of 50 knights. Under its terms, 
de Lacy was obliged to meet as requested with other barons 
to advise the king and, when required, to support Henry with 
a military force of at least 50 fully equipped knights and a 
substantial number of foot soldiers. 

Hugh de Lacy’s first task was to pacify and maintain control 
over the territory he had been granted. He did this by a 
combination of ruthlessly effective military tactics, building 
strongholds (motte and bailey castles) at strategic points, 
and by colonisation, sub-infeudating the territory in a number 
of smaller holdings which he granted to his knights and men 
at arms. In all, 120 knights were granted land for a rental 
fee, well in excess of the number de Lacy was expected 
to provide for the king and thus giving him a considerable 
profit as tenant-in chief. In the western region of the feudal 
lordship of Meath (to be known from the sixteenth century 
as County Westmeath) the barony of Fore was granted to 
one of his knights Ristard de Tuite, who came to Ireland 
with Strongbow but evidently had come under de Lacy’s 
patronage. 

It is here, in this first early period of colonisation, that we find 
the strongest evidence for the presence of a Turbott amongst 
the Norman invading force. As was customary, the barony of 
Fore was divided into townlands, which were the basis for 
further sub-infeudation. Many these retained their original 
Gaelic names, but a substantial proportion were renamed 
by the newcomers in the Anglo-Norman fashion. Amongst 23 
townlands in the barony of Fore with the English element 
“town” as suffix is found the townland of Turbotstown. In 
all likelihood, this was named during the early settlement 
period after its first Anglo-Norman landholder Turbott, who it 
can be assumed was a lesser knight or soldier in the service 
of Richard Tuite. He would have held his land in feudal 
fief from Tuite, who in turn served de Lacy as his lord and 
tenant-in-chief.

The importance of the suffix “town”, both in dating townlands 
and defining the extent and borders of the Anglo-Norman 
settlement of rural Ireland, has been demonstrated by the 
medieval scholar Thomas Jones-Hughes5. He calculated 
that of Ireland’s 62,000 townland names, 8,800 or 14% are 
English in origin, mostly dating from the medieval period. Of 
these, 2,684 or 31% carry the suffix “town”. Many of these 
are linked with a personal name, making them an invaluable 
resource for genealogy and one-name studies. The presence 
of townlands with this element closely defines the area of 
Anglo-Norman colonisation, and also its borders with those 
parts of Ireland which remained substantially under Gaelic 
Irish control. The western area of medieval Meath, now 

County Westmeath, where Turbotstown is found, was one 
such border area. This part of Meath marked the westernmost 
point of the expansion led by de Lacy into Irish territory, and 
is also the westernmost area in which townlands with the 
suffix “town” are regularly found. While parts of Ireland to 
the east came firmly under Norman control, and for a time 
were securely colonised, parts to the north and west were 
never securely settled, and remained contested by the Irish 
kings and clan leaders.

Thus, it is argued that there is good reason to believe that 
Turbott(s) first came to Ireland, either from Norfolk with 
Ristard de Tuite in Strongbow’s invading forces of 1171, or 
with the much larger army raised by Henry II in 1172, possibly 
amongst the forces of Hugh de Lacy of the Welsh Marches. 
However, there were other occasions during the medieval 
period when the name could have been introduced. Following 
the initial Norman invasion and Henry’s expedition, there 
was a period of substantial emigration from England and 
Wales, as the new Norman landowners sought to populate 
and colonise their territories, often with men from their 
holdings in England or the Welsh Marches. Further, King John 
brought a large army to Ireland in 1210, as did Richard II 
in 1395. However, while it is possible that Turbotts came 
at each (or all) of these times, the naming of Turbotstown 
on the western borders of Hugh de Lacy’s original feudal 
lordship, granted by Henry II in 1172, exists as evidence that 
it was in the late twelfth century that the name Turbott was 
first established in Ireland.

Another possibility
While considering the origin of the name in Ireland, mention 
must be made of another possibility. In Black’s theory, that 
the name Tarbert (possibly related to Turbett) in Scotland 
might come from place names derived from the Gaelic 
tairbeart, which describes an isthmus or portage site6. 
Certainly, such place names also exist in Ireland; Tarbert on 
the River Shannon estuary in County Kerry, Tarbert townland 
in County Laois, Belturbet in County Cavan, and Turbot 
Island on the Connemara coast of County Galway. In each 
case, these places are near an isthmus or an old portage 
site and their names are of Gaelic origin (although some say 
old Norse). However, there is no evidence that the surname 
Turbott in Ireland was associated with any of these places. It 
is possible that the names Tarbert and Torbert, found mainly 
in counties Antrim and Down, may have come with Scottish 
immigrants. n
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Mr Blix: A Norwegian Engineer in 
Western Australia and his Photo 
Album

by Edwina Shooter (Member 5674)

In 1978, I spent 7½ months travelling around Europe and 
the British Isles with my parents Max and Brenda and my 
siblings Meredith and James. (My brother Peter stayed in 

Perth as he was at UWA) One of the places we went to was 
Norway, where besides seeing fabulous scenery, a glacier, 
Viking ships, and Thor Heyerdahl’s Kon-Tiki raft (most 
impressive as I’d just read the book at school), we were 
tasked with a request from my Dad’s sister, Adrienne Shooter, 
to see if we could find relatives of Mr Blix.

Mr Blix (title photo, 2nd from right) was born Kristian Jakobsen 
Blix in 1888 in Norway. He had worked in WA and lived at a 
boarding house called Cambray at 199 St. Georges Terrace, 
Perth, where my Aunt worked. When he died in 1949 she had 
corresponded with his sisters in Norway and then gradually 
the correspondence left off. Mr Blix had not married.

Dad had also known Mr Blix as he would visit his sister’s 
boarding house from time to time and Mr Blix even repaired 
a broken seat runner track on the rowing eight Dad rowed at 
Aquinas. He was always referred to as Mr Blix as that was the 
style of address for the times.1

My Aunt’s letter of 20 January 1978 said:
“Mr Blix passed away 5.8.1949. He had a brother who 
went to Canada & married & settled there. I think his 
brother was called James. His three sisters were Anna, 
Hilda and Signe. I think Anna had been a missionary in 
China for many years – or it may have been Hilda. I still 
have an album of Mr Blix’s & his old family home looked 
lovely, judging by the photos. There are some photos 
of the interior of the home & also his sisters. What a 
lovely & gracious atmosphere seems to shine out of the 
photos. The sisters were known as Jakobsen.”2

So we travelled up to Trondheim where Mum and Dad spent 
time in a phone box calling various people with the surnames 
of Blix and Jacobsen with the disappointing result of no 
answers or people not speaking English. We then went to 
a newspaper where they gave us a list of names from an 
address book and Dad’s diary states that we covered about 
75 miles and saw a great deal of housing, old and new as 
we followed up these leads. He was very uncomplimentary 
about the map provided by the tourist bureau. Eventually 
the search had to end and we moved on from Trondheim.3

My Aunt Adrienne passed away in 1999 and her effects came 
to Dad. I had previously borrowed the tins of family photos 
and newspaper cuttings that my Aunt had looked after for so 
long and was delighted to be able to go through these again. 
I’d learnt more since I first looked at the photos and it was 
wonderful to see them again. I noted that Mr Blix’s photo 
album was there too. I hadn’t seen it before and the pictures 
were beautiful. The album was decorated by hand in a white 
pen. There were also lots of small photos taken in Australia 

of places where Mr Blix was working as an engineer for the 
railways. It was put safely away at my parent’s home. 

I was curious about Mr Blix though, and went to the Battye 
Library where I wound my way through the roll of film for 
the West Australian newspaper looking for any notices for 
his death and wrote down the details. One notice said that 
he was an “…esteemed and respected friend of Laura and 
George Shooter, Kalgoorlie, and Max, Aquinas College.”4 
These were my Grandparents and Dad. I told Mum and Dad 
what I’d found. They were interested in the information and 
Dad mentioned that Mr Blix had left him his wood working 
tools. I can remember Dad showing me some of the tools in 
the shed.

In 2010 I was organising a family reunion for the Shooter side 
of the family and needed to go through the family photos 
again. There was Mr Blix’s album. I decided I should look for 
Mr Blix’s relatives as surely they would like it. I scanned some 
of the photos that weren’t fixed in the album and had a bit of 
a look on the internet but couldn’t find anything. 

2014 was a big year – I found Mr Blix on the Norwegian 1900 
Census after doing some internet research. His Father was Ole 
Martinus Jakobsen and Mr Blix had the surname of Jakobsen.  
His brother had a different name as well - Jakob Solheim. 
His sisters were listed, all as Jakobsens. It seemed somewhat 
confusing. Some more googling found nothing more and away 
it all went again. 

Circa 1900 
Ole Martinus Jakobsen [1846–1913] surrounded by his six children who 
are [left to right]:
Mr Blix – Kristian Jacobsen Blix, the only child to retain the Blix surname
Signe Jakobsen who worked at the Trondheim Telegraph Station
Jakob Isak Solheim who was a naval architect in America
Hilda Brynhild Jakobsen who served as a missionary in China for 16 years 
and later as an early suffragette
Anna Jakobsen who also worked at the Trondheim Telegraph Station
Olaf Jakobsen who died aged 19 while studying law at Oslo University
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Roll on to Christmas Day 2017. At my parent’s home in 
Narrogin photos were spread out across the table, as 
preparations were underway to celebrate my parent’s 60th 
wedding anniversary in a few days, and my niece wanted 
to do a display of photos from over the years. There was Mr 
Blix’s album. This time I resolved to do some serious, don’t 
stop until I find them, hunting for relatives. One of the loose 
photos was a studio portrait taken in Boston of a beautiful 
young lady holding a baby. This needed to be back in the 
hands of the family. 

Boxing Day saw me back home and busily searching. There 
was a tree for Mr Blix’s family on Geni so I joined that and 
sent an email to Kjell Laugen, the person managing the tree 
who lived in Norway. The information about Mr Blix had been 
added during 2016 and 2017 so that was why my searching was 
going well this time. Also, parts of the site were in English! 
I also joined a Facebook page for Trondheim history where 
luckily my request to receive replies in English was heeded 
and I was happy to receive some 1910 census information. 

New Year’s Eve saw me having a big data entry session on 
my DATE one-name study. Something to keep me awake so 
I didn’t fall asleep before midnight! At 10.26pm I received 
an email from Michael Pomerantz who lives in England. 
Kjell Laugen had sent my email to him and he was the great 
nephew of Mr Blix! Michael was the grandson of Mr Blix’s 
older brother James, who had not gone to Canada, but to 
America.

A flurry of emails followed and I sent the photos I scanned 
years ago to Michael. He in turn sent a photo of Mr Blix’s 
headstone at Karrakatta Cemetery that a cousin had taken 
in 2015. I sent Michael a photo of the headstone taken in 
1949, when my Aunt must have organised photos to be 
sent to Norway. Midnight came and went. When the wind 
blows in the right direction I can hear the music from the Mt 
Helena Tavern and I heard the countdown to 2018. This was 
a fabulous New Year find!

Michael said that his family had a tradition of wood working 
after I mentioned that my Dad had Mr Blix’s tools. They have 
even photographed the old tools of his grandfather, which 
Michael uses in his own woodworking, and wondered if any 
of the tools Dad had inherited were made in Norway. Most 
tools in Norway pre-1900 were made in Sweden and England 
according to Michael. Woodworkers would understand the 
pleasure of using old tools that have been through the hands 
of several generations. My next visit to Narrogin will mean 
time in the shed with Dad photographing the tools.

Michael wrote, “This undertaking is a WIN-WIN situation for 
us...We have never known much about Mr. Blix or his story...
so this find is indeed a “treasure trove” that rarely happens 
in day to day genealogy....thanks again for responding...I 
always wondered if Kristian had a perspective or a voice 
in his own family history that we might eventually access. 
Genealogy is full of narratives of rogue family members who 
disappear abroad never to return and about whom all sorts of 
fantasies can be created...he came from an exceptional and 
well documented family...for a great many generations the 
historical family lived and died in a small, geographical area 
in Northern Norway and it was only when Kristian’s father 
Ole became a telegraph station manager that the family 
moved around within Norway. Then, in Kristian’s generation 
all the siblings had the benefit of very good education 

including technical and university studies and leaving home 
and living abroad in Australia, China and America. James 
studied naval architecture in Berlin.”5

Of course I stayed up way after midnight searching TROVE 
and following up leads to add more to the story of Mr Blix. 
I knew that Mr Blix had been an engineer and surveyor with 
the WA railways building dams and water supplies for the 
railways and I found a few references to his work. As the 
locomotives were steam powered they needed a lot of water 
to operate and therefore dams and tanks had to be built at 
stations and sidings. Some of the photos in the album show 
these being built.

In August 1930 Mr Blix was in Canna, a town established 
two years earlier as a railway siding on the Wongan Hills to 
Mullewa railway line. “Surveyor Blix and party, of the Ways 
and Works Department, are putting in an anxious time on 
the water catchment for the railways dams, so as to avoid a 
repetition of last summer’s experience with no water.”6

Then a startling bit of news on TROVE. “At the Savoy Hotel 
–Guests at the Savoy last week included … Mr. K.J. Blix, 
Narrogin.”7 He lived in Narrogin? That’s where my family 
have lived for 60 years and we had no idea he had lived here. 
A quick look at the Electoral Rolls showed that Mr Blix lived 
at the Cornwall Hotel in Narrogin for several years.

In 1947 Mr Blix appeared at a Royal Commission in to the WA 
Railways where he commented about water – some rather 
astounding figures of water consumption for locomotives was 
given. 

“GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS: Water Supplies For Locomotives: 
Water supplies, finances and education of staff were 
the subjects of evidence given yesterday to the Royal 
Commissioners (Messrs. A. J. Gibson and D. H. C. du Plessis) 
who are inquiring into West Australian Government Railways 
matters. Mr. K. J. Blix, an assistant engineer in the Civil 
Engineers’ Branch of the W.A.G.R., said that only in a 
relatively few instances had the department been able to 
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use rivers or creeks for locomotive water supplies, and that 
practically only in the south-western part of the State, where 
there were some permanent rivers. What wells existed with 
serviceable locomotive water were nearly all in the south-
west or south, and there were a few in the area between 
Geraldton and Mullewa. Of artesian or sub-artesian bores 
there were only two-one at Midland Junction workshops and 
one at Bunbury-but only the Bunbury bore had water good 
enough for locomotive purposes. The annual consumption 
of water for locomotive purposes was about 700,000,000 
gallons, of which the department’s own supplies normally 
provided half while the balance was obtained from other 
Government water supplies or local town supplies.”8

When I phoned Mum and Dad to tell them all the information 
they were delighted. Dad said he would write up his memories 
of Mr Blix and was pleased to hear about the wood working. 
He then reminded me that the jarrah trunk that had been at 
the foot of my bed at Narrogin for many years was made by 
Mr Blix. Another item to photograph for Michael!

I decided my next step would be a visit to the National 
Archives, the State Records, and Battye Library. All three had 
records relating to Mr Blix.

Friday 5 January saw me at the National Archives just after 
it opened. I had already searched the catalogue and had a 
few references to consult. I also hoped that there might be 
a naturalization file for Mr Blix as they can contain fabulous 
information. I was greeted at the door by Gary Billingham, 
whom I know from the Guild of One-Name Studies, and his 
help was very much appreciated. 

I put in a request for a police file for Mr Blix for 1929. I 
thought it might be some sort of security clearance for him 
to work in the railways but Gary thought it more likely to 
be something to do with naturalization. Naturalization files 
have been digitised and are available online, but I couldn’t 
find one so where was Mr Blix’s? Gary searched the NAA 
Record Search by just Kristian Ja* and up popped records 
for several Kristian Jakobsens and there it was! Mr Blix was 
indexed as Kristian Jakobsen. Looking at the naturalization 
record it showed that the Blix had been left off the index so 
this has now been corrected. 

The original police report I had requested arrived and it was 
just a one page ‘Report on Application for Naturalization’. It 
contained a list of 19 questions regarding Mr Blix’s identity, 
address, and mostly whether he was a person of good 
character.9 This page was also in the naturalization file.
Microfilm provided a duplicate copy of Mr Blix’s naturalization 
certificate; a copy of what he would have received.10

I then went to a computer to view the naturalization file for 
Mr Blix. The first fact to jump out at me was his height. He 
was 6’3”. That is tall! He would have stood out in a crowd in 
1920s Australia.

The file was fantastic – so much new information and so 
much detail. In very neat printing Mr Blix stated he was born 
on the 21 April 1888 in Maalsnes in the county of Tromsoe. 
At the time of the application the county had changed its 
name to Fylke. He gave his occupation as Draftsman and 
had been employed by the WA Government Railways for 11 
months. Besides his height he had blue eyes, dark hair and a 
scar on his forehead. Three people had attested to the fact 

that Mr Blix had been known to them for one year, that he 
was a person of good repute and that he had an adequate 
knowledge of the English language. The three people had to 
be natural-born British subjects.11

Mr Blix had not come straight to WA but had arrived in 
Melbourne in 1923, he thought in October, on the S/S Rinda. 
He then states: “Since my arrival in Australia I have resided 
at different places in Victoria and New South Wales as Field 
Assistant in Vic. Rly. Construction ½ Year Kerang Vic, ½ 
Year Redcliffe, Vic, 1 ½ Year Melbourne, 2 Years Moulamein 
N.S.W. and from June 1928 in W.A.”11 

Having the name of the ship he arrived on, and that it arrived 
in ‘October? 1923’ as Mr Blix had written,11 I set about trying 
to find his arrival. I hadn’t found anything searching from 
home so while I was still at the National Archives I had a 
quick look at the PRO Victoria online passenger arrivals. They 
yielded nothing so I decided to check TROVE newspapers for 
the ship – perhaps Mr Blix had arrived as crew on the SS 
Rinda. The SS Rinda actually arrived on 1 November and was 
a cargo ship. The SS Rinda was described as an “…oil-burning 
fast steamer…” of the Norwegian-Australia Line, and had 
sailed from Norway, Sweden and Antwerp with “…3000 tons 
of general cargo and 60 standards of timber.” 12 13 14 His name 
was not listed in the newspapers.

I asked Gary Billingham about crew lists and we searched on 
Record Search for the Rinda. Disappointingly there was no list 
for Melbourne arrivals but there was a list for when it made 
its return voyage via Fremantle back to Norway in December. 
Gary said he’d get these digitised seeing they were only a 
few pages long and could help someone down the track. It 
was only when I was writing up this article that I looked at 
the crew list. He was there! The Master of the ship used the 
same crew list that he had used when he arrived in Australia 
and just crossed off the names of those not on the return 
voyage. Kristian Blix’s name was struck through with blue 
pencil and noted next to his name was “Fireman Assistant. 
Discharged at Melb.” I was thrilled to get this extra bit of 
information. The information at the National Archives had 
exceeded my expectations.15

One of the death notices in The West Australian said that he 
was, “A good comrade. A sincere tribute to our old comrade 
from members of War II No. 2 Searchlight Detachment, 
V.D.C.”16 The National Archives have an enlistment file for 
Mr Blix. While I did not buy a digitised copy of the file which 
is held in Canberra, the catalogue showed he enlisted in 
Claremont; named his sister Anna Jakobsen as his next of
kin; and gave his service number as W66891.17

I left the National Archives and made my way in to the City 
to the State Records Office. I knew that they held railway 
employment cards on microfilm. The card confirmed that Mr 
Blix started work in WA in July 1928 at a salary of £353. His 
designation was variously given as Draftsman, Engineering 
Assistant, Assistant Engineer, Acting Assistant Engineer and 
Assistant Engineer C.1. By 1940 he had a salary of £504 that 
reduced once he moved back to working in Perth as opposed 
to Northam and Narrogin areas.18

Using the State Library of WA catalogue I found an obituary 
for Mr Blix which said that he formed quite a circle of friends 
when he lived at Narrogin. It mentioned that he “…specialised 
in water supplies and catchments, and his knowledge will 
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be a loss to the Department.”19 I could have looked at this 
magazine at home as it had been digitised since I last used it 
some years earlier. 

That was it for the day and I went home happy with my 
results and ready to move to the next part of this story.

On 18 January I visited Karrakatta Cemetery and saw Mr 
Blix’s headstone in the Presbyterian section. I took photos 
of it and it was interesting to compare to the photos from 
1949. The lead lettering was a bit aged but it was in good 
condition overall.

Dad had written his memories of Mr Blix and four quarto 
sized pages of his neat handwriting arrived in the post in 
mid-February. I scanned them and emailed them to Mr Blix’s 
great nephew, Michael. Dad wrote that Mr Blix had been 
allowed to set up a workshop in a room on the balcony of 
the boarding house to pursue his woodworking hobby. Dad’s 
sister had decided that Dad should meet this interesting 
man and so when Dad had a free weekend from boarding 
school he did so. Dad particularly remembered that Mr Blix 
made a “…windmill that made its sails go round by loading 
lead shot into a hopper at the top.” Dad wrote, “Looking 
back I am thinking about the influence Mr Blix had on me. 
Firstly Mr Blix’s bearing was always that of a gentleman. In 
the practical field he taught me the importance of being 
accurate whether it be an angle or a dimension. He also 
taught me a few woodwork skills.” Apart from his father, Mr 
Blix was one of two other gentlemen to influence my Dad in 
his future career choice.1

A response from Michael came back very quickly. 
He wrote; “I wanted to reply immediately with an 
indication of the profound impact that your email today 
has had. In retirement two of my greatest passions are 
woodworking and amateur genealogy. Between you, 
your father, Kristian Blix and myself we have quite 
a feast of nostalgic material to process here. While 
compiling and validating family history is rewarding 
much can be tedious and restricted to factual details. 
When one receives such an intimate portrait of a close 
relative like Kristian it feels like a quantum shift and 
makes all those earlier efforts seem worthwhile.

Thanks for liaising with your father and please thank 
him heartily for taking the time to share his personal 
reflections on Kristian and upon Kristian’s life and 
values. On balance, I suspect I am far more interested 
in a person’s character and values than a detailed 
CV with a career history. In all the adventures we 
have undertaken about the Blix family nothing quite 
matches what your father offers us. He communicates 
eloquently and has a wonderful memory for what is 
important.”20

In April Dad and I took photos of the woodworking tools Mr 
Blix had given him. None were made in Norway but were all 
well used and well made tools. I also took a photo of the 
jarrah trunk that Mr Blix made.

Life intervenes, and it wasn’t until December that I took the 
photo album in to the FamilyHistoryWA to use the A3 scanner. 
It took several hours but I finally had the album and all the 
loose photos scanned and could return the photo album to 
my parents until such time as the album could be given to 

Michael. He has relatives in Australia and will be able to 
collect it one day.

Mr Blix passed away at St John of God Hospital, Subiaco, 
after several months of illness on 5 August 1949. The Shooter 
family have cared for his album for almost 70 years. The task 
of finding a relative to give Mr Blix’s album to has ended; and 
ended well. 
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Follow up
On Tuesday 15 October I met Michael at the Karrakatta 
Cemetery and we walked to where Mr Blix was buried 70 
years and 2 months ago. Flowers were laid, photos taken, 
and it was a momentous occasion to think that after 70 years 
a relative was visiting the grave. We chatted all the way 
back to the gates at Karrakatta and arranged to meet the 
next day.

Wednesday saw Nick, my partner, and I picking Michael up 
at 8.45am from Midland for a trip to Narrogin. We drove via 
Mundaring Weir Road and a gravel road through the Mundaring 
Weir bush to the Brookton Highway and then on to Narrogin, 
seeing some of the scenery that Mr Blix would no doubt have 
travelled through himself.

At Narrogin Michael’s first task was to interview my Dad, 
Max Shooter, and he recorded their conversation. Dad had 
known Mr Blix in his teens. The jarrah trunk that he made 
was admired; the tools that Mr Blix gave Dad were examined. 
Michael being a woodworker had a good conversation with 
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Dad and Nick about these. There was more talk over a 
delicious lunch.

The photo album was handed over, and the pictures looked 
at, some with the aid of a magnifying glass. Some were 
familiar faces to Michael and some he is going to have to 
work on identifying.

Then the trip back to Perth and we talked genealogy all the 
way!

It is a very rewarding experience to know that the album is 
now in the hands of Mr Blix’s family and that my Parents are 
happy with its new owner. n

Edwina is studying the surname Date with variant Dates, 
and can be contacted at edwina.shooter@one-name.org

Editor: This article first appeared in The Western Ancestor 
[Journal of the Western Australian Genealogical Society] 
Vol.14, no.5, March 2019 with the Follow up in Vol.14, no.8, 
December, 2019. I would like to thank both the author and the 
editor for allowing me to publish this article.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Press Release: Pharos Tutors under new ownership

Pharos Teaching and Tutoring Ltd has been purchased by Dr 
Karen Cummings DipGen, with the change in ownership effective 

immediately. 

Helen Osborn, co-founder and owner of the business since its 
inception in 2005, has sold the business to allow her to focus on 

other interests. 

Karen Cummings, who has been the Course Director for Pharos 
since October last year, is an established genealogist, tutor and 
speaker. She is one of our longstanding tutors and has taught 
and written a number of Pharos courses over the last 6 years. 
Students who have been on Karen’s courses will testify to her 

enthusiasm about Pharos courses and the subjects she teaches.

Helen says “Pharos has been a large part of my life for 15 years 
and it now needs new vision and fresh enthusiasm to take it 

forwards. Karen shares my love of imparting the best genealogy 
tutoring and inspiration to all genealogists no matter where 

they are in their educational journey. She brings many skills to 
Pharos so I am really thrilled that she is stepping into my place. 
I know the company will not only be in safe hands, but will build 

on current successes and go from strength to strength.”

Karen says “When Helen told me she was thinking of selling 
Pharos I jumped at the opportunity to buy the company. I’ve 

been a student, a tutor and then the Course Director for 
Pharos and, as we were moving things forward, I was constantly 
reminded of that 1980s marketing campaign “I liked it so much 

I bought the company”. We have the most amazing group of 
Tutors here at Pharos, I am in exceptionally good company. Like 

the other tutors, I am passionate about delivering high quality 
courses to students, providing them with tools to become better 
genealogists, and giving them the opportunity to ask questions 
along the way. We have over forty different courses currently 

running and more in development, and I am very excited about 
taking Pharos forward into the future”. 

This press release is also available in its entirety here: 

https://wp.me/p4qxpa-4b 

About Pharos Tutoring and Teaching Ltd.

Pharos are specialists in online genealogy education, providing 
topic-based courses both individually and as part of certificate 
programmes. Our excellent tutors are professional genealogists 

and archives professionals with many decades of teaching 
experience. Our students benefit from interaction with their 

tutor in weekly chat rooms on every tutor-led course. Courses 
are short and reasonably priced, based around interesting topics 

and fascinating records. Mostly focused on the records of the 
British Isles, there are also courses applicable internationally, 
such as those on DNA and one-name and one-place studies.

For more information about Pharos contact Karen Cummings at: 
karen@pharostutors.com. 

Telephone: 01440 857602

Follow us on Twitter at: @PharosTutors

Karen Cummings (right) with former owner Helen Osborn

mailto:edwina.shooter%40one-name.org?subject=
https://wp.me/p4qxpa-4b
mailto:karen%40pharostutors.com?subject=
http://@PharosTutors
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A Comedy of Names

by Fraser Dunford (Member 8108)

Every so often genealogy spits out an interesting situation.  
Here is one. While working on the Wiltshire part of my 
Dunford one-name study, I found the following:

1901 England Census, Swindon

Name Year of 
Birth

Place of 
Birth

Occupation

Thomas Dunford c.1878 Potterne Fancy China Shop Assistant 

Louisa Dunford c.1869 Haydon 
Wick

Ellen Dunford c.1898 Rouborne

Beatrice Dunford c.1901 Swindon

About a month later I found this:

1911 England Census, Swindon

Name Year of 
Birth

Place of 
Birth

Occupation

Thomas Dunford c.1878 Pattorne Labourer in Eng shop, G W Rwy 
Co.

Florence Dunford c.1880 Rodborne 
Chiney

Victoria Dunford c.1901 Swindon

Frederick Dunford c.1903 Swindon

William Dunford c.1907 Swindon

Sidney Dunford c.1910 Swindon

Unquestionably two different families, brought together 
in my mind only because Potterne produced two Thomas 
Dunfords within a year or two of each other. I could see 
problems keeping them apart.

Perhaps we can find the two marriages. I searched all 
of England, 1895-1899, for Thomas Dunford and Louisa.  
Thirteen Thomas Dunfords got married in that time frame, 
but only one made any sense:

Marriages Dec 1899

Surname First Name(s) District Volume Page

Dunford Thomas 
George

Swindon 5a 23

Howse Florence 
Louisa

Swindon 5a 23

Hmm, very interesting. But insane. Louisa is eleven years 
older than Florence and born in a different place. How does 
one go from a shop assistant in an upper class retail store 
to a labourer in a railway engine shop? And the children are 
different.

Let’s find the Thomas-Florence marriage. A number of
Thomas Dunford marriages but only one made any sense – the 
same marriage. When was Florence Louisa born, and where?

Births Sep 1880

Surname First Name(s) District Volume Page

Howse Florence 
Louisa

Highworth 5a 6

Time to find out about these places. I’m in Canada, and 
Wiltshire geography is not familiar to me. Highworth 
registration district includes Swindon plus a lot of NE 
Wiltshire (thanks UKBMD). Rodbourne Cheney is a parish just 
north of Swindon (Phillimore). Haydon Wick is a civil parish 
in the northern part of Swindon. “Prior to 1928 Haydon Wick 
was part of the parish of Rodbourne Cheney.” (Wikipedia). 
Like all other humans, Florence Louisa was born in one place 
but, in what seems to be an English fashion, that place had 
several names.

Quick check on the 1901 census. Perhaps I miscopied her 
birth date. No, it says c.1869. I conclude that it is an error.

But what about the kids? They don’t match. Let’s look for 
christenings of children of Thomas George and Florence 
Louisa. There were none 1895-1899, and four 1911-1920 (not 
of interest to this problem). But in 1899-1911, there are five 
christenings, all in Swindon:

Dunford Christenings, Swindon 1902-1910

Name Date

Beatrice Victoria Dunford May 4 1902

Henry Edward Dunford May 4 1902

Frederick Francis Dunford May 10 1903

William James Dunford April 23 1907

Sydney Arthur Dunford March 15 1910

Bingo! This now looks like one family. But what happened to 
Ellen?

Deaths Sep 1902

Surname First Name(s) Age District Vol. Pg.

Dunford Ellen Elizabeth 4 Dunford 5a 14

I can’t find her birth in Wiltshire.

This entire problem arose because mother Florence Louisa 
and daughter Beatrice Victoria alternated between their 
names. I’m grateful that father Thomas George stuck with 
Thomas. If he had used George in one of those census entries 
I would never have spotted the connection. n

Fraser is studying the surname Dunford with variants 
Danford, Durnford and can be contacted at fraser.
dunford@one-name.org

mailto:fraser.dunford%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:fraser.dunford%40one-name.org?subject=
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Measuring Social Change By Surname 
Analysis: The Tarascan Model

by Joel Thurtell (Member 8482)

In the late seventeenth century, most people in three 
west Mexican towns identified with native surnames of 
the pre-Hispanic Tarascan ethnic group. The existence 

of indigenous surnames at that time anywhere in Mexico 
refutes a historian’s claim that Spanish forenames and 
surnames were “the norm…all over Mexico” by 1600. Analysis 
of Catholic baptism register data has revealed that Tarascan 
surnames were gender-differentiated: fathers and mothers 
had different surnames. Previously unknown to academics, 
this unusual surname practice survived well into the period 
of Spanish rule. Surname analysis can compare rates of native 
surname loss/retention in different communities. Differing 
rates of native surname loss may reflect differing rates of 
acceptance or rejection of the dominant Spanish culture. 
Surname analysis detected the previously unsuspected 
existence of noble female lineages. A study of surname usage 
throughout colonial Mexico could calibrate the velocity of 
indigenous culture loss, or conversely, the rate of assimilation 
of Spanish culture.

Introduction
Cristina Tzintzún Ramirez was a Democrat running for U.S. 
Senate in Texas today, in 2020. Her modern use of the 
name Tzintzun contradicts the judgment of historian James 
Lockhart that by 1600, “the norm … all over Mexico” was 
for Indians to identify with Spanish names.1 Tzintzun is an 
ethnic Tarascan surname that existed before the Spanish 
invaded western Mexico in the 1520s. This project surveyed 
2012 US phone directories and found seventeen unique 
examples among hundreds of hits on pre-Colombian Tarascan 
surnames plus more than a hundred modern usages of four 
pre-contact Nahua names.2 Catholic priests made valiant 
efforts to suppress the native use of pagan names, but failed 
to eradicate native names.3 The survival post-1600 of large 
numbers of indigenous surnames can be verified, ironically, 
by examining ancient records of data created by the priests 
themselves.4 

The Project
Each registration of a baby’s baptism contains observations 
by a priest: Principal data points are date and place, names, 
race, and residence. Each observation is a distinct feature of 
registrations that succeed each other, one by one, through 
the register. Entries provide opportunities for counting and 
comparing, for example, names of babies and parents, their 
place of residence, and race. Each feature may be quantified, 
making possible comparative analysis of aggregates, or total 
numbers. Native versus Spanish names may be summed 
and compared. Were native surnames extinct by 1600 “all 
over Mexico”? The statement will be proven false if at least 
one native surname is counted in or after 1600. To test the 
statement, records were needed. Suitable parish registers 
were found in the archive of the Basilica de Nuestra Señora 
de la Salud at Pátzcuaro and at the Iglesia de Santa Maria de
la Natividad east of Pátzcuaro at Cuanajo.5

Tarascans
In the Tarascan language, candidate Tzintzún’s surname 
means “hummingbird.” Tarascan is a unique language, or 
linguistic isolate, still spoken by some 150,000 people in 
the Mexican state of Michoacán.6 “Tarascan” is a Spanish 
misnomer for a people and language now called Purépecha. 
In colonial times, Purépecha meant “common people.”7   
“Purépecha” excludes pre-historic and colonial classes such 
as royal family, nobles, priests, and slaves. For clarity, the 
ethnic group and language are here referred to as “Tarascan” 
in the historic period and as “Purépecha” in modern times.

Ms. Tzintzún’s surname pre-dates the conquest. Tarascans 
had a civilization of their own when they were invaded and 
conquered by Spaniards. They had a state governed by a 
king with a well-organized military and a state-run religion. 
Tarascans were fierce warriors and maintained an eastern 
border fortified against invasion by the Aztecs. They practised 
numerous handicrafts – weaving, ceramics, woodworking, 
musical instrument making, feather work, and their skill at 
working metal was legendary throughout Mesoamerica.8 

Gender-Differentiated Surnames
A general statement lacking a factual foundation is called 
a “fallacy of the lonely fact,” or a “hasty generalization.”9  
Data in the baptism registers contradicts the statement that 
Spanish surnames were “the norm…all over Mexico” by 1600. 
In the period 1665-1690, more than a majority of residents 
identified with indigenous rather than Spanish surnames in 
three west Mexican towns: Tupátaro, 69%; Pátzcuaro, 92%; 
and Cuanajo, 97%. In 2020, a Texas political candidate and 
her mother still identify with Tzintzun, a surname frequently 
found in the registers in the late 1600s. 

Baptism information was copied from leather-bound 
registers to paper data recovery forms. Surnames of fathers 
and surnames of mothers appeared different. A tally sheet 
was made. Tabulation of surnames by gender revealed one 
set of exclusively male surnames and one set of exclusively 
female surnames. Gender-differentiated surnames had 
not been found in previous studies. The discovery of 
gender differentiation suggests pre-contact and colonial 
Tarascans had an extended family organization among pre-

Right: Mexico Inset left: Pátzcuaro, Cuanajo, and Tupátaro in 
modern and colonial locations. Map by Martha Thierry.
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conquest Tarascans at odds with Spanish interests. Gender 
differentiation provides a tool for measuring social change.

Table 1: Most common Tarascan surnames at Cuanajo, 1650-1690

Name Mothers Fathers S p a n i s h 
Translation

E n g l i s h 
Translation

Tzipaqua 211 1 Almuerzo L u n c h , 
flower

Cuini 0 161 Ave Bird

Curinda 121 2 Pan Bread

Tzurequi 4 114 Tordo Thrush

Tsitziqui 7 71 Flor Flower

Tzintzun 2 52 Colibri Hummingbird

Tzihqui 29 1 Corazon del 
trigo o maiz

Heart of 
wheat or 
corn

Putzequa 28 0 Cana Gray hair; 
palm tree

Siranqua 0 27 Raiz Root

Cuchunda 25 0 A l m e j a ; 
caracol

Slug/snail

Quentzi 25 0 Dolor Pain

Guapean 1 18 Hijo Son

Data Spawn Questions
Cuanajo and Tupátaro lie a few kilometers east of Pátzcuaro 
and provided a living laboratory for investigation. The people 
of Tupátaro are mestizos, descendants of both Spanish and 
native forebears. Three kilometers away, roughly 30% of 
Cuanajo residents still speak Purépecha, or Tarascan.10 Yet 
both towns were culturally Tarascan before the conquest. 
The proximity of the two towns and their contemporary 
cultural differences provided an opportunity to explore the 
phenomenon of assimilation. What circumstances caused 
Tupátaro to lose its Tarascan identity? What circumstances 
allowed a significant proportion of Cuanajo residents to 
retain a major feature of pre-contact culture, namely the 
indigenous language?

Table 2: Native Surname Retention Compared

Cuanajo, Tupátaro, 1665-1690 Pátzcuaro, 1664-1695

Overall % Tarascan (Mothers + Fathers)

Cuanajo 97%

Tupátaro 69%

Pátzcuaro 92%

Cuanajo Mothers - 308 Cuanajo Fathers - 337

Tarascan Surname - 308 Tarascan Surname - 319

Spanish Surname - 0 Spanish Surname - 0

100% Tarascan 95% Tarascan

Tupátaro Mothers - 48 Tupátaro Fathers - 42

Tarascan Surname - 35 Tarascan Surname - 27

Spanish Surname - 13 Spanish Surname - 15

73% Tarascan 64% Tarascan

Pátzcuaro Mothers - 136 Pátzcuaro Fathers - 140

Tarascan Surname - 126 Tarascan Surname - 127

Spanish Surname - 10 Spanish Surname - 13

93% Tarascan 91% Tarascan

Table 2 compares Tarascan surname retention in the three 
towns. It shows native surname usage waning. The three 
places differed in their levels of surname retention. The rate 
of loss of native name usage and loss of gender differentiation 
could be used separately as measures of linguistic and hence 
culture change. Examination of surname data according to 
gender reveals that women in all three places were more 
likely than men to retain their native surnames. Cuanajo 
women were slowest to adopt Spanish surnames - 100% of 
Cuanajo mothers retained native surnames.

Why was surname change happening most swiftly in Tupátaro? 
Tupátaro had little farm and woodland and its land adjoined 
land owned by Cuanajo and Spanish haciendas. Possibly its 
exposure more directly to Spanish society made it more 
vulnerable to change. Cuanajo had a large amount of land 
that may have insulated the town from Spanish culture. 
That Pátzcuaro’s native population was changing less 
quickly than in Tupátaro is surprising, because the secular 
priests were based there, and it was a center of Spanish 
civil administration. However, it was nonetheless a political 
power center and it attracted noble Tarascans from other 
towns.11 Also, perhaps its large indigenous market reinforced 
its native identity.12 

Because the existence of female surnames was not known 
before this study, the possibility that Tarascans had female 
lineages and noble female lineages was impossible to imagine. 
It was known that women were chiefs in the Tarascan state. 
Register analysis reveals more than a majority of noble 
women and noble men marrying into each other’s lineages.13 
Registers also revealed priests assigning male surnames to 
indigenous babies from Pátzcuaro regardless of gender. This 
may have been a clerical attempt at imposing patriarchy 
on a society where power could reside beyond the nuclear 
family. When priests assigned male names to girl babies, 
the mothers’ lineage names in theory would have been 
extinguished and thus, female surnames would not have 
survived. But the presence of six examples of pre-contact 
female Tarascan surnames in modern US phone directories 
indicates the priests failed to suppress all female surnames. 
Priests bestowing male surnames on female infants would 
explain how a male surname - Tzintzun - descended to 
the mother of a Texas politician. Though Ms. Tzintzún is a 
Democrat, her name in pre-contact and early colonial times 
identified a noble male Tarascan lineage.14

Summary
Pre-contact native surnames have survived conquest, 
epidemics, and prolonged assaults by Catholic priests. 
Surname analysis can refute impressionistic historical 
generalizations. It has revealed a previously undetected 
gender-differentiated surname descent system that may 
have preserved or slowed the demise of pre-contact native 
institutions. Surname analysis revealed previously unknown 
noble female lineages. Priests assigning male surnames to 
female babies may explain how a twenty-first century female 
political candidate comes to have a formerly male surname, 
Tzintzun. A comparison of surname decline/retention in all
indigenous areas might find that native surnames actually

Numbers indicate total appearances of the name and may reflect repeated 
counts for parents appearing for more than one baptism.
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survived “all over Mexico.” n
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The Dunsfords of Bradninch and 
York: A Tale of the Unexpected

by Robert Dunsford (Member 4663)

This is really two stories in one: of the events, some 
traumatic, which befell a family hundreds of years ago; 
and of how it is possible, using what few facts survive 

from those distant times, to piece together a picture of what 
probably happened. I say ‘probably’ because certainty is 
elusive when researching the past, especially for ordinary 
folk about whom very little was ever written.

My grandfather (title photo), who died before I was born, 
claimed he was from Bradninch in Devon. As no-one in the 
family seemed sure this was true, I obtained a copy of his birth 
certificate, which did indeed show he was born in Bradninch. 
I then traced my great, and great-great grandfathers, also in 
Bradninch. I had been warned that family history research 
could be compulsive, and so it proved. 

My research started in the days when the internet was in 
its infancy, so after many visits to Devon Record Office, and 
much poring over parish registers, and overcoming several 
“brick walls”, I eventually traced my Dunsford ancestry back 
to the mid-1500s, still in Bradninch. I had never expected to 
be able to trace my ancestry back so far, even less so, in the 
same town for over 300 years. But I had discovered something 
even more unexpected – several old family trees and an 
eighteenth century set of memoirs, all tracing different 
branches of the family back to Bradninch. The surname 
is uncommon, so could all Dunsfords trace their ancestry 
back to this one Devon town? In an attempt to answer this 
question, I started the Dunsford One-Name Study.

The 1841 census had just been put on line, so I identified all 
Dunsfords on the census and set about tracing their ancestry. 
Fifty families were listed on the census, so needless to say, 
this represented a substantial and time-consuming task, 
which eventually took over 10 years. I eventually traced 
almost all the 1841 families back to Bradninch, so I am fairly 
sure that people with the birth surname Dunsford can trace
their ancestry back to Bradninch. As the study progressed,

two other unexpected facts emerged. 

The National Archives held records of 15 legal cases heard by 
the Courts of Chancery, Exchequer and Star Chamber between 
1580 and 1641 involving members of the family in Bradninch. 
Some of the cases involved the disputed ownership of a farm 
in Uffculme, 10 miles from Bradninch. One involved three 
of the family being sued for not grinding their corn at the 
mill of the Lord of the Manor, and one was described as a 
“Yeoman”. So these people appear to have been farmers. 
Three were accused of forgery, so they appeared to be 
literate. With their literacy, which was rare at that time, and 
their apparent knowledge of the legal system, they appeared 
to be no ordinary farmers. 

Most of the extended family had lived in Bradninch or 
neighbouring villages until around 1650, at which time 
most left the town and records of them started to appear 
throughout south-east Devon, mainly in Tiverton. What had 
caused this sudden exodus? It was only much later in the 
study that answers to these questions began to emerge.

The town of Bradninch has an unusual history. In medieval 
times it was one of the most important market towns in 
Devon. In 1337 King Edward III made his eldest son, also 
called Edward, and who later became famous as ‘The Black 
Prince’, the Duke of Cornwall, and Baron of Bradninch. Since 
that time, up to the present day, the monarch’s eldest son 
has been the Lord of the Manor of Bradninch. Prince Charles, 
the Prince of Wales, currently holds the title. A number of 
royal visits have been made to the town, and photographs of 
some of the more recent can be seen in the town’s Guild Hall. 
A commemorative stone above the door of the Guild Hall, 
records that it was laid on 17 May 1921 by Edward Prince of 
Wales, who later achieved fame and some notoriety as the 
uncrowned King Edward VIII, who abdicated the throne in 
1936. 

Following the Parliamentarian’s victory in the English Civil 
War against the Royalists, led by the King, Charles I was 
executed in 1649. As a result the Crown’s landholdings, 
including Bradninch fell into Parliament’s hands. In order 
to find out exactly what they owned, Parliament carried 
out a detailed survey of land ownership and occupation in 
Bradninch, a copy of which is held by the National Archives. 
Curious to discover which farms the family occupied in 
those distant times, I examined the survey. To my surprise, 
no Dunsfords were recorded as owning or occupying land. 
I knew they were farming during the Civil War (1642–1648) 
because the “Memoirs of the Family of Dunsford” written 
by Martin Dunsford in 1798, recount that “During the civil 
wars the children almost constantly attended the cattle 
and were obliged to use many stratagems to prevent them 
being seized and driven away by the numerous parts of 
soldiers, royalists and republicans, as each in turn succeeded 

St. Disen’s Church, Bradninch, 
Devon.
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and scoured the country for provisions and forage”. So what 
had happened to cause this exodus from the land? The same 
memoirs gave a clue as to what may have happened. They 
show that three brothers left Bradninch for Tiverton around 
1650, where they were persecuted for their religious beliefs. 
Brothers Martin and Thomas Dunsford were imprisoned for 
a whole winter. “On Sundays, informers would rush into 
his (Martin’s) house, violently seize the utensils, which the 
dinner for the family was dressing, throw their contents on 
the floor, and take away the vessels to be sold to pay the 
arbitrary fines for nonconformity and attendance at the 
meetings or conventicles of the Baptists”.

There is now evidence that similar persecution took place in 
Bradninch. The final clue which enabled me to piece together 
what had probably happened came in the form of a lease taken 
out by Richard Dunsford (1604–1659) in 1648 for 36 acres at 
Park Farm for a period of four years. Richard Dunsford was 
the schoolmaster for Bradninch. In 1653 he was appointed 
Public Registrar with responsibility for conducting baptisms, 
marriages and burials, following the disestablishment of the 
Church of England by Parliament. He was appointed by Robert 
Shapcote, a colonel in the Parliamentary army, and Recorder 
of Bradninch. It looks very much as if Richard had sympathy 
for the Parliamentary cause led by Oliver Cromwell. It is 
not difficult to imagine the problems this could have caused 
Richard in a town where nearly all the land was owned by the 
royal family, and whose inhabitants would have seen it as in 
their own interest to at least appear to support the Royalist 
cause. The 1650 Parliamentary Survey of Bradninch shows 
the land leased by Richard occupied by several unnamed 
people unable to produce documentation proving their right 
to occupy it. It looks as if Richard had been evicted from his 
land by some form of mob rule. He did not appear before the 
Parliamentary Surveyors to prove his title to the land. As he 
was clearly an intelligent man who knew his rights, it seems 
likely he was intimidated from doing so.

I estimate that at any one time about three farms would 
have been occupied by Dunsfords in Bradninch. I examined 
the Parliamentary Survey and found that three farms were 
occupied by groups of people unable to prove their right to 
do so. So it seems likely that all Dunsfords were ousted by 
mob rule. Whilst this is not conclusive it provides a likely 
explanation why so many Dunsfords left their farms and in 
many cases, Bradninch itself. By carefully piecing together 
the evidence, it is possible to deduce what probably 
happened and in doing so uncover a story which has been 
lost for hundreds of years.

Whatever the reasons for this exodus from the land, the

impact on later generations was profound. They were 
forced to find other ways to earn a living, and many were 
remarkably successful. The trades and professions on 
which they made their mark include: cloth makers, cloth 
merchants, wine merchants, cutlers, bankers (the former 
Dunsford Bank in Fore Street, Tiverton was a branch of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland). A framed document in the assistant 
manager’s office recorded the origins of the branch as 
‘Dunsford and Company’, sea captains, a naval midshipman 
George Dunsford, later Lieutenant who served aboard HMS 
Leviathan at the Battle of Trafalgar), pilots in the Royal 
Air Force, coastguards, lighthouse keepers, (George Henry 
Dunsford served as assistant lightkeeper in the famous Bishop 
Rock Lighthouse, the most south-westerly bastion of the 
British Isles), surgeons, nurses, vets, jewellers, innkeepers, 
carpenters, woolcombers, cordwainers, blacksmiths, 
accountants, printers, chemists, florists, tailors, miners 
(owners and hewers), policemen, railway policemen, 
journalists, barristers; and at least one master dredger; and 
a general in the Bengal Army. The efforts of some at least did 
not go entirely unnoticed. Decorations include the DSO; CB; 
VO; and MBE. My father was made a Chevalier of the Legion 
of Honour by the French government, for his role in storming 
Sword Beach on D-Day.

During the course of the study I examined many sets 
of records to establish the distribution of the surname, 
particularly over time. This showed that the name appeared 
to originate in Bradninch, Devon in the 1500s. I have found 
no records of the surname in Devon before 1524. This did 
not look right. Most surnames arose in the 1300s and 1400s, 
so if it had a Devon origin there should be earlier records in 
Devon. So now we have two mysteries. How did this family 
of farmers acquire their knowledge of the law, and why are 
there no records of them in Devon before 1524.

The I.G.I (International Genealogical Index produced by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints) had the most 
complete set of records of parish register entries at the 
time I started the study. This showed apparent evidence of 
a Devon origin for the surname. It listed over 600 entries 
for Devon, but did not include the registers for Bradninch, 
whose inclusion took the total to over 1,000. The next most 
populous location was London with 59. Analysing the figures 
back in time showed no entries for London earlier than 1761. 
The only county with any records in the 1500s was Devon. 
This seemed to point to Devon as the county where the 
surname originated. 

The earliest records of the surname I have found in Devon, 
were the Lay Subsidies for 1524 and 1543, which essentially 
are lists of taxpayers. That for 1524 shows four records of the 
surname, two in Bradninch and two in nearby villages; and 
that for 1543 shows a total of six, four in Bradninch and two 
in neighbouring villages. This seems to point to Bradninch as 
the point of origin.

This was confirmed when the FindmyPast website made 
Devon parish registers searchable on its site. This was the 
first time that it was possible to carry out a name search for 
all of Devon’s parish registers. A search of the first 100 years 
of registers from their inception in 1558 to 1658 found 53 
baptisms of Dunsford children. 43 of them were in Bradninch. 
Of the remaining 10, nine of the fathers were baptised in 
Bradninch. 

A memorial window to the 
earliest Dunsford direct 
ancestor that the author has 
traced - Bradninch church 
hall1.
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I had to consider the possibility that my failure to find any 
records of the surname in Devon before 1524 was because I 
was not searching properly or in the right places. Two heads 
are better than one as the saying goes, so I looked at lists of 
Devon surnames compiled by other people. Perhaps the best 
known is “Guppy’s List” compiled in the 1890s, and updated 
by Max Hooper, and then by Brian Randell in 2016. It does not 
list Dunsford as a Devon surname, so these well-respected 
researchers seem to have found no early records of the 
name. Similarly Brian Postles in “The Surnames of Devon” 
makes no mention of the surname. 

I also considered the possibility that the surname had evolved 
late as a variant of another surname such as Dunford or 
Durnsford. I found very few records of similar names in Devon 
before 1524, so I concluded that this had not happened. I 
therefore widened the search to the rest of  England.

Over the last 10 years or so, many medieval documents, most 
of which are in Latin, have been translated and transcribed 
onto the internet, by organisations such as The National 
Archives, (TNA) British History Online, and many universities 
in Britain and the USA. My internet search found records of 
the surname in only one location, in and around the city 
of York. This was very unexpected. I widened the search 
with visits to Devon Heritage Centre (formerly Devon Record 
Office), York Archives and the Borthwick Institute in York, to 
search records which have not been put on the internet. This 
disclosed yet more records in and around York, 31 in total, 27 
of them in York, and none anywhere else in England. I have 
listed them below.

1. 1302 Henry de Dunsforth (Dunsford), merchant of York, 
creditor of John le Procratour. TNA ref C/241/36/82.

2. 1306 Henry de Dunsforth (Dunsford) named as an 
executor of Henry de Ryedale deceased in a case 
involving William, son of Robert de Stavelay of York. TNA 
ref C241/49/286.

3. 1306 Henry de Dunsforth (Dunsford) of York, creditor of 
Robert de Plompton. TNA ref C/241/49/278.

4. 1310 Henry de Donesford re land in Micklegate, 
York. Yorkshire Deeds Y.A.S Vol LXXXIII. (Yorkshire 
Archaeological Society).

5. 1313 Henry de Donesford re land in Micklegate, York. 
Yorkshire Deeds Y.A.S. Vol VIII.

6. 1334 Henry de Dunsford re tenement of Robert de Wald 
in Petergate, York. Lancashire Archives ref RCHY3/2/37.

7. 1348 John de Dunsford, in Feet of Fines, York. Oxford 
Dictionary of Family Names.

8. 1350 John de Dunsford of York, creditor of William de 
Acaster TNA ref C/241/128/55.

9. 1355 Thomas de Dunsford, tanner, admitted to the 
Freedom of York.

10. 1379 West Riding of Yorkshire Poll Tax, lists Petrus de 
Dunsford at Knaresborough, Johannes de Dunsford at 
Allerton Mauleverer, Johannes de Dunsford at Little 
Ouseburn, and yet another Johannes de Dunsford at 
Little Ribston. All the locations are within five miles of 
Lower Dunsforth and 15 miles of York.

11. 1381 Robertus de Dunsford, wolleman (woolman), 
admitted to the Freedom of York.

12. 1381 Poll Tax Return for York lists Robertus de Dunsford, 
a labourer, and Thomas de Dunsford, a tanner.

13. 1383 Thomas Dunsforth was a witness in a legal case 
concerning the vicar of Huggate in the East Riding 

of Yorkshire, 15 miles from York. Cause Papers in the 
Diocesan Court of York, at the Borthwick Institute.

14. 1389 Ric de Dunsforth, fyshmonger, admitted to the 
Freedom of York. Surtees Society, Freemen of York. He 
could be the same person as Richard Dunsford buried 
in 1429, which would show how de Dunsforth became 
Dunsford. 

15. 1393 Robert de Dunsford. Probate granted in York 
11.11.1393. York Registry Deeds at the Borthwick  
Institute.

16. 1399 John Dunesforth at Cokewold (Coxwold). Inquisitions 
post mortem Y.A.S. Vol LIX.

17. 1403 John de Dunesford at Allerton (Mauleverer?) 
Inquisitions post mortem Y.A.S. Vol LIX.

18. 1421 Richard Dunford at York. Inquisitions post mortem 
Y.A.S. Vol LIX.

19. 1426 John Dunsford was appointed vicar of Stainton 30 
miles from York,in what was then the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, and now in South Yorkshire.

20. 1427 Richard Dunford at York. Inquisitions post mortem 
Y.A.S. Vol LIX.

21. 1427/8 Henry Dunsford. Probate granted 5.2.1427/8. 
Buried York St Denys, Walmgate. York Registry Deeds at 
the Borthwick Institute.

22. 1429 Richard Dunsford, fishmonger. Probate granted 
7.10.1429. Buried St Michael Spurriergate. York Registry 
Deeds at the Borthwick Institute.

23. 1439 Johanes Dunsford, chapman (itinerant dealer), son 
of Ricardi Dunsforth, admitted to the Freedom of York.

24. 1441 William Conesby left “my sword” (gladium meum) 
to John Dunsforth. Surtees Society Testamentum 
Eboracensia, Vol. II, p.82.

25. 1453 John Dunsford, baker. Probate granted 18.7.1453. 
Buried St Martin’s Micklegate. York Registry Deeds at the 
Borthwick Institute.

26. 1454 Thomas Dunsford re third tenement outside Mikillyth 
(Micklegate), tax of 2s 6d levied for Pentecost and 
Martinmas terms. York Bridgemasters’ accounts.

27. 1457 Thomas Dunsford re the third tenement at Mikillyth 
(Micklegate), tax of 2s 6d levied for Martinmas term. 
York Bridgemasters’ accounts.

I have found no later records of the name in or near York. The 
surname appears to have died out in this area after 1457.

The villages of Upper and Lower Dunsforth lie 10 miles north 
west of York, and would seem to be the origin of the name 
in York, having first been in the form de Dunsforth (i.e. a 
man from the village of Dunsforth); then de Dunsford; and 
finally Dunsford. It seems that the “th” and “d” sounds were 
interchangeable in this period. The above records seem to 
show convincing evidence that the surname arose in York in 
the 1300s and 1400s. The question is, did the surname have 
another separate origin, probably in Devon, from the village 
of Dunsford. So far no evidence of a Devon origin has been 
found.

By this stage the only major record set I had not examined 
were the Court Rolls for the Manor of Bradninch held at 
the National Archives. They are extensive and appear to go 
back as far as 1377. They are in Latin and in medieval script 
with many abbreviations. I therefore hired a professional 
genealogist to search them. I summarise the results below.

• From 1418 to 1469, no record of the surname was found.
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• The first record of the surname occurred in 1470 when 
William Dunsford was fined for non-appearance at the 
Court Leet.

• The next records of the name were in 1507 and 1509 
when John Dounsford was prosecuted for felling and 
carrying away the King’s oak trees.

• Between 1521 and 1547, Thomas Dunsford’s name 
appears 65 times, mainly concerning stray animals on 
his land.

• Between 1530 and 1559, Roger Dunsford’s name is 
recorded on 22 occasions, five of them regarding stray 
animals, five times as a juror, and seven concerning 
the repair of hedges at Bowhill Farm. Bowhill Farm is 
currently the location of the offices from which the 
Duchy of Cornwall’s estate is administered.

What is it possible to deduce from these facts?

The non-appearance of the name for over 50 years from 1418 
to 1469 suggests that that no one with the surname was then 
living in Bradninch. Professor David Hey has estimated that 
85% of adult males appeared in manorial records, so for a 
period covering two or three generations, it is reasonable to 
assume that no-one of that name was in Bradninch.

Roger and Thomas appear to have been farmers, whereas the 
infrequency of records for William and John must mean they 
had non-farming occupations but the Court Rolls give no clue 
as to what these may have been. People living in York were 
unlikely to have been farmers.

If the surname had originated in Devon 100 years or so before 
1470, then not only would you expect to find records of the 
surname in this period, but by 1470 it is likely it would have 
spread beyond its place of origin. The fact that only one 
record of the name has been found in Devon between 1300 
and 1500 argues strongly for an origin outside Devon.

So William’s appearance in 1470 implies he probably moved 
there a few years earlier. The only place where earlier 
records of the surname have been found is York.  So did he 
move from York to Bradninch? It is extremely unlikely that any 
record of the move ever existed. What form would it take? 
Records such as diaries and passenger lists were not made 
at that time. It is therefore only by amassing circumstantial 
evidence that the likelihood of such a move can be 
established. Is there any connection between Bradninch and 
York? As mentioned earlier, Bradninch had and still has close 
connections with the royal family, and so did York, which 
on several occasions was the effective capital of England 
during the middle ages, especially when the King was waging 
war against the Scots. Richard Duke of York became King 
Richard III in 1483, and then bestowed several titles on his 
son, including Baron of Bradninch and Duke of Cornwall. The 
extensive landholdings of the Duchy of Cornwall were then, 
and still are administered from Bradninch. This, of course 
proves nothing, but it creates the possibility that someone 
working for the Royal household could have moved from York 
to Bradninch. But why make such a move?

During the later 1400s, York entered a period of serious 
economic decline, resulting in a drop in population of over 
a third. There is evidence that some families moved out 

of Yorkshire. York was an important centre for the wool 
trade, as were Exeter and Bradninch. At least one of the 
York Dunsfords was engaged in the wool trade. York was a 
port in the Middle Ages as was Exeter, some 10 miles from 
Bradninch. It would be possible to travel between them by 
boat, probably with changes at Hull and London. There are 
records of people from Bradninch making regular journeys 
from Bradninch to London during the 1500s.

In 1398 a Robert Dunsford was admitted to King’s Hall, 
Cambridge University, founded in 1317 by Edward II to 
provide Chancery Clerks for his administration. There is no 
information as to where this Robert Dunsford came from, but 
as the only records of the surname at that time, are in York, 
that is probably where he was from. York was an important 
legal centre, but so was Bradninch. Charles Croslegh in his 
book on the history of Bradninch, quotes extensively from 
the court rolls of 1572-3 of cases involving people from all 
over Devon. If there was a tradition in the family of working 
for the law courts, this could explain how the Dunsfords in 
Bradninch had such good knowledge of the law.

What is it possible to deduce from these facts? I think it is 
fair to say that all the evidence found so far points to the 
surname originating in York. It seems to be a case where 
no single fact is conclusive, but taken together they make 
a convincing argument. I do not think that a single origin 
in York has been proved beyond reasonable doubt, but the 
balance of probability is that the name originated only 
in York. I will therefore continue my research bearing in 
mind the old adage, “it is better to travel hopefully than 
to arrive”. Perhaps we should be grateful that enough has 
survived from the past to enable us to speculate about what 
happened.

I would like to thank fellow researcher Trevena Whitbread 
for her invaluable help with this study. n

Robert is studying the surname Dunsford with variant 
Dunsforde and can be contacted at robert.dunsford@
one-name.org

Correction 
In the previous journal (April-June 2020, Vol 13, Issue 10) 
page 11, The Main Plant Family and the name’s most populous 
homeland, first paragraph, the fourth sentence reads “Of the 
60 with the surname Plant or Plantt, 37 have Y-DNA data that 
match sufficiently closely that we can say with confidence 
that they are descended from the same medieval man.” 
The correct figure should be “70 with the surname Plant or 

Plantt”.

1. The stained glass window is in Bradninch church hall, not the church. 
The only reference to it that I know of is in Charles Crosslegh’s book 
“Bradninch, being a short historical sketch of the Honor, the Manor, 
the Borough and Liberties and the Parish.” Published 1911 by Alexander 
Moring Ltd, The De La More Press. Page 285 describing “medallions in the 
upper windows”.  Item 28 - DUNSFORD Azure, 3 beehives argent. “A good 
name endureth forever. Robert Dunsford buried 9th April 1566” Motto 
: Forward. It does not state who placed it there. The church hall was 
renovated in 1908, which is when the stained glass windows were put in 
place. I believe the person who placed it there was George Lichigaray 
Dunsford who had spent much of his life researching his branch of the 
family, and had produced a large “Pedigree” or family tree in 1886. He 
died in 1913. The family tree contains details of the burial of this Robert 
Dunsford which agree exactly with the inscription on the window. The 
details also agree with the relevant entry in the Bradninch parish burial 
registers, which is probably the source for the information. 

mailto:robert.dunsford%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:robert.dunsford%40one-name.org?subject=
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Completing the Challenge

by Melody McKay Burton (Member 7997)

In the last JOONS I wrote about the first part of the Guild 
10-Blog Challenge, to write 10 blog posts in 3 months.  
Some members who have already completed the challenge 

are posting new items there, while others are gradually 
working their way through their first ten. Even if it takes 
you a year, rather than three months, it’s worth having a 
go at writing ten posts. If you want to participate in the 
Challenge you’ll find it at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/GOONSBlogChallenge/ 

Fourteen and Rising
As we head towards the end of May, 14 people have completed 
the Challenge, including our Chairman, Paul Featherstone. 
Congratulations to all of you! There are several others who 
just have one or two more posts to go before they get there. 
If you have a blog and want to take up the Challenge, we’re 
leaving it open. Many people have a lot more time on their 
hands due to the current restrictions, so why not use some of 
it to write about your research?

Some Statistics
I used the Group Insights facility provided by Facebook 
to look at the activity over the past five months. In total, 
the group had 51 active members, with around two dozen 
regularly contributing posts or commenting. I felt the group 
was a comfortable size for what we wanted to achieve. There 
were enough people posting to give variety, but it wasn’t so 
big that it became impersonal.

So far, there have been 316 posts, including blog posts, posts 
asking questions, and administrative posts. You can see from 
the graph that there was something new almost every day. 
Facebook also recorded 846 comments on the posts, and 
nearly 1,500 reactions.

Tip-Top Posts
There were so many interesting posts in the Challenge that I 
struggled to choose a few to mention. I asked other members 
for their favourites, both their own and other people’s posts, 
and also looked at those Facebook listed as ‘Top Posts’. Here 
is a selection:

Marilyn Astle’s post - Why a Brinston Blog? – (BRINSTON study) 

was a popular short post introducing her blog. If you plan to 
start a blog, this is an example of a good initial post:
https://astlemarilyn.wixsite.com/brinston-one-name/
post/why-a-brinston-blog?/ 

In her post - Condemned to Death – (CLOSE Study) Margaret 
Southgate told the wonderful story of Ephraim Close and a 
stolen church bell. The post was full of interesting detail and 
admirable for its citation of all the sources:
https://close-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/01/
condemned-to-death.html

My own post - Google-mapping Cornish Tickle/Tickell Families 
- (TICKLE study) - in which I shared my first attempt at using 
Google’s MyMaps to locate where different families lived, 
ranked in the top posts in the first month:
h t t p s : / / t i c k l e . o n e - n a m e . n e t /
google-mapping-cornish-families/

At the start of the coronavirus restrictions, Barbara Griffith’s 
post - Human errors (mine!), source data accuracy - and 
some PARRY deaths in 1918 – (PARRY study) - began as a 
simple question about Parry deaths during the 1918 influenza 
epidemic. It turned into a fascinating look at differences in 
online data sets:
https://parry-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/03/
human-errors-mine-source-data-accuracy.html
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/GOONSBlogChallenge/
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Julie Goucher’s post on her maternal grandfather, George 
Butcher - (BUTCHER study) was written to celebrate the 
112th anniversary of his birthday:
h t t p s : / / a n g l e r s r e s t . n e t / 2 0 2 0 / 0 3 / 0 3 /
george-butcher-goonsblogchallenge-post-8/ 

I’ve mentioned before that I am drawn in by an interesting 
title and Karen Heenan-Davies had me captivated 
immediately with - Unravelling the Mystery of The Chocolate 
Thief – (HEENAN study):
h t t p s : / / h e e n a n . o n e - n a m e . n e t /
unravelling-the-mystery-of-the-chocolate-thief

Lucy Sarson had the interesting idea of recreating a marriage 
certificate as part of a series of short ‘on this Day’ blogs. She 
used a spreadsheet to make a copyright-free (and easier to 
read) version of a certificate and embedded it in her post - 
On this day, 15 April, 1878... – (SARSON study):
https://sarson-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/04/
on-this-day-15-april-1878.html
 

Marriage was also at the heart of a post from Jon Casbon - 
Digging into the Aylesworth Story – (CASBON study). Jon has 
been one of the most prolific contributors of posts. In this 
case he delved into the connection between two families, 
joined by marriage. His post is enhanced by embedding 
a descendancy chart. In the post and chart, Jon uses 
superscripts to identify those with similar names of different 
generations. I hadn’t seen that idea before … I am definitely 
going to copy it!
https://casbonjourney.wordpress.com/2020/04/13/
digging-into-the-aylesworth-story

Karen Heenan-Davies (HEENAN study) had another popular 
post in May. From Colliery Boy to Cabinet Minister: the 
Remarkable Career of Peter Heenan – tells the rags-to-riches 
story of an extraordinary life, starting in Ireland and ending 
in Canada:
https://heenan.one-name.net/from-colliery-boy-to-
cabinet-minister-the-remarkable-career-of-peter-heenan/

The Heenan blog is full of great stories. Karen says her own 
favourite post of the ten she created was the one about a 
Heenan labourer, believed to be a victim of Australia’s first 
serial killer. It’s here - https://heenan.one-name.net/
francis-heenan/. 

Writing the post involved her in researching newspaper 
records in Australia, which proved to be very interesting and 
have an astonishing level of detail. She also discovered the 
case had featured in a book about Australian cemeteries, so 
she was able to join forces with the authors to put together 
the information.

Collaboration with others was mentioned more than once as 
something enjoyable, and a blog is a great way to draw other 
researchers in to help you.

Marilyn Astle’s post - Brinstons of Brinston, Ontario – 
(BRINSTON Study) is a lovely well-illustrated post about a 
small community in Canada. The information and photographs 
were supplied by someone in the community with Brinston 
ancestry, and Marilyn was delighted to collaborate with her:
https://astlemarilyn.wixsite.com/brinston-one-name/
post/brinstons-of-brinston-ontario

 
Special dates are always a good starting point for a 
blog post. Here are two examples. On St David’s Day, 
Margaret Southgate wrote a topical post - A family 
of coal trimmers in South Wales – (CLOSE Study):
https://close-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/02/a-
family-of-coal-trimmers-in-south-wales.html

On 8 May, the 75th anniversary of VE day, Thomas Wheelock 
gave us - 75th anniversary Blog - (WHEELOCK Study), which 
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listed those Wheelocks who had served and died, together 
with evocative photographs of the time:
h t t p s : / / w h e e l o c k . o n e - n a m e . n e t /
one-name-study/75th-anniversary-blog/

John Lisle has contributed regularly to the Challenge, but 
he now has a shiny new Guild WordPress blog, enabling him 
to make the most of the medium. One of his first posts on 
his new platform - Who was Marjorie’s Mother? – (STEDMAN 
study) was in the top two most popular posts in May, despite 
the rather stern looking appearance of the lady in question:
ht tp s : / / s tedman .one -name.b log /wp/2020 /05 /
who-was-marjories-mother/

A Successful Recipe
Several posts that members cited as their favourites were 
featured in last month’s article, such as:

AITCHISON – Dead Man’s Penny
https://aitchisoneu.wordpress.com/2020/01/24/
dead-mans-penny-james-aitchison/

CASBON – Short a hand
https://casbonjourney.wordpress.com/2020/02/08/
short-a-hand/

HOLYLAND - The Holyland Who Wasn’t
https://holylandons.blogspot.com/2020/02/the-holyland-
who-wasnt.html

TICKLE – What Became of These Cornish Lads in California?
h t t p s : / / t i c k l e . o n e - n a m e . n e t /
what-became-of-these-two-cornish-lads-in-california/

WHEELOCK – The Guano empire and Britain’s other informal 
empire
https://wheelock.one-name.net/one-name-study/
the-guano-empire-and-britains-other-informal-empire/

These, as well as most of the posts I’ve listed earlier, use at 
least two of the following three ingredients: 

• They tell a human-interest story
• They provide a historical / social background for the 

event
• They include illustrations, photographs, maps, or 

newspaper clippings

This appears to be a very successful recipe for encouraging 
engagement with your blog posts.

There were so many excellent posts and I’ve only been able 
to list a few, so forgive me if yours isn’t mentioned. You can 
see all the posts in the public Facebook Page Guild of One-
Name Studies 10-Blog Challenge https://www.facebook.
com/GuildBlogChallenge/

Sharing the URL of Your Posts
Putting the URLs (website addresses) 
of these blog posts into this article 
reminded me of something I find useful. 
Your blogging platform may let you 
change the ‘slug’ - the bit of the URL 
that comes at the end. By default, it 
will be the full title of your post, but 
you may be able to edit it to something shorter and easier 
to repost or share. So instead of /the-story-of-this-person-
and-something-notable-they-did/ you can edit it to remove 
superfluous words and simply use /something-notable/

What Members Learned from the Challenge
Members enjoyed reading other peoples’ posts and picked up 
good ideas for topics to use themselves. If you are ever stuck 
for an idea, I suggest taking a look at the posts. You’re sure 
to find something to inspire you.

A couple of people mentioned that it showed them a blog 
post doesn’t need to be long to be interesting. Some were 
short and simple. It’s good practice to post regularly, and a 
short post is often all that is needed to keep in touch with 
your audience.

A key thing learnt was that the more you write, the easier 
and better it becomes. Like any skill, writing improves with 
practice.

One of the best things about the Challenge was being involved 
with others. We all enjoyed seeing each other’s work, getting 
encouragement and helpful comments, and simply having an 
appreciative audience.

Tips for Beginner Bloggers
If you intend to start a blog, I recommend having it hosted by 
the Guild, in order for it to be preserved for posterity. Your 
blog can be an integral part of your one-name study website 
in the Members Website Project, or you can have a blog as 
part of the new programme to provide Guild members with 
WordPress blogs, either for their ONS or family history. There 
is more about this in another article in this edition of JOONS. 

My thanks to Jon Casbon for the following tips for those 
starting to blog. 

• Although you can just start blogging and posting, it’s a 
good idea to build your site first. Make sure there is a 
way for people to contact you and leave comments. 

Marjorie Ellen Clark (1922-2013)
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• Write a fixed page “About” the blog - what it is you want 
to accomplish. 

• Create a list of potential blog topics, based on your 
interests and your research materials. This will help you 
to plan ahead so you don’t have to scramble for a topic.

• Pictures are nice when you have them!
• Individual blog posts don’t have to be long or complicated; 

a single document or photo or newspaper article can 
contain a lot of interesting information, especially if you 
can place it into some kind of context - historical, social, 
economic, etc.

• Use your blog to expand your horizons beyond simply 
gathering and reporting facts. Look for a story behind 
the facts.

• Invite your readers to comment on your post. 

These are all good tips. In addition, bear in the mind the 
‘successful recipe’ I described earlier.

Personally, I’ve found that telling a story often encourages 
descendants of those in the story to contact me and provide 
more details or information about the topic. 

Thank you to all those who took part in the Challenge. If 
you haven’t finished your 10 posts yet, I encourage you to 
do so. And I look forward to perhaps having another similar 
challenge next year.

To see all the posts in the Challenge, please visit https://
www.facebook.com/GuildBlogChallenge/ n

Stories of Those Who Served
https://one-name.org/stories-of-those-who-served/

As the worldwide centre of excellence in surname studies, 
members of the Guild of One-Name Studies research thousands 
of surnames and have a wealth of stories about those individuals 
who have served their countries.

This platform enables Guild members to share the stories from 
their research, whether from their One-Name Study or beyond, 
from soldiers serving in the trenches to accounts relating to 
civilian life during times of conflict. These stories are available 
to be read by all and are searchable by name to filter the 
stories of particular interest. Any individual who served may 
be commemorated on this site except for those still living.

Clarence Royal Greathead

Birth Date: 5 June 1897

Death Date: 16 June 1915

Service Branch: 1/4th Battalion 
(Territorials)

Service Number: 1850

Clarence Royal Greathead was born on 5 June 1897 in 13 
Bentick Street, Hartlepool, Durham, England. He was the son 
of George William Greathead and Ada Greig. He was baptised 
on 20 June 1897 in St Paul’s Church, West Hartlepool, 
Durham, England.

Clarence had been educated at Henry Smith College

and was an apprentice with Messrs Grabham and Co, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

He enlisted after the outbreak of war in September 1914. 
Clarence was a Private in the 1/4th Battalion (Territorials). 
He enlisted in Hexham, Northumberland in the Machine Gun 
section. Clarence Royal Greathead died on 16 June 1915 in 
Flanders, France, aged 18 at 5:30am while he was incharge 
of a machine gun.

He was carefully buried in Wieltage, Belgium, with a cross 
bearing his inscription marking the place. He was described 
by his officer as a brave and fearless soldier and will be 
missed by his battalion. He was later reburied at Ypres Menin 
Gate, Memorial Leper, Panel 8 and 12.

Clarence’s name appears on the many commemorative 
plaques to WW1. The Oblisque in Hartlepool in Victory Square 
which is on the South side of Victory Road and its junction 
with Avenue Road. His name is also recorded on the Henry 
Smith Comprehensive School memorial panel. The School is 
in King Oswy Drive. Also in St Paul’s Church in Grange Road 
there is a very elaborate plaque carrying his name. Also on 
a roadside memorial stone in Cleadon erected in November 
1920 in memory of men from Cleadon who died in WW1. 
Interestingly this stone also records those men of Cleadon 
who served in WW2 which is rather lovely. All Saints Church 
in Cleadon Lane in Cleadon has a wall plaque to those who 
fell in WW2 and includes Clarence’s name.

Clarence also appears on the 8th column of the WW1 Roll of 
Honour of the 4th Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers 
at the Hencotes TA Centre. On 15 December 2000 Clarence’s 
1914-15 Star medal was part of a lot sold in lot 456 for £100.

Study Website: http://www.greathead.org

Author: Jan Cooper MCG

“For the Fallen” is a poem 
written by Laurence Binyon. 

Image of the plaque 
on Pentire Point, 

north Cornwall, UK 
commemorating the 

composition of the poem 
“For The Fallen”.
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by Alison Boulton (Member 7289)

Booking began briskly for this seminar on 1 March, but 
just three weeks later we were discussing our options 
to turn it into something online. The world had changed 

significantly. 

Originally to be held in Ruishton village hall on the aptly named 
Cheats Lane, we had a fascinating programme of speakers, 
and planned to intersperse the presentations with some 
enactments from the Old Bailey Online (think Alan Moorhouse 
in a judge’s wig). Alongside this, we were asking participants 
to tell us the story of their own criminal ancestor to contribute 
to a Guild Rogues Gallery.

We were aware that the dramatic change in lifestyle meant 
that not all our speakers would be able to provide an online 
presentation. Sadly Rosalind Crone was unable to be involved, 
so we missed her look at the social history of prisons, although 
you can still find out about her project at https://www.
prisonhistory.org/. Nor could we hear from Nathan Dylan 
Goodwin about the process of putting together a genealogical 
mystery, although again you can find out about his series of 
novels at https://www.nathandylangoodwin.com/. 

However, we were lucky nevertheless to be able to offer a 
great line-up:

Aoife O’Connor from Findmypast and Sheffield University told 
us about ‘Getting to know our Criminal ancestors’. This is a 
very well documented aspect of family history, and includes a 
wide range of online records, including some more specialist 
sites such as the Old Bailey online and the Digital Panopticon, 
which other speakers also referred to. Many newspapers carried 
court reports, often paraphrasing the words of our ancestors in 
court, including those of the victim as well as the accused; 
bearing in mind that many petty crimes involved neighbours, 
the roles were often reversed! 

Michelle Patient, the Guild’s New Zealand rep, helped us 
with ‘Tracking down transported criminals’, those whose 
crimes found them on a convict ship bound for Australia. The 
name of the ship became linked for years to come with the 
individual, and is a helpful way to distinguish one convict from 
another with the same name. Michelle described the history of 
transportation and the types of record such as tickets of leave, 
pardon and permission to marry. There are comprehensive 
records in archives at both ends of the journey.  

Professor Nick Crowson of Birmingham University gave us

permission to use his 2017 public lecture ‘Tramps’ Tales: 
Discovering the history of homelessness in Britain’. These 
homeless wanderers became criminalised as a result of the 
Vagrancy Act of 1824 and subsequent amendments. Society’s 
view of them was driven by a perception of the extent to which 
they were seeking work and able to become economically 
independent; leading in 1906 to four ratings ranging from 
those genuinely looking for work to those who were ‘infirm, 
unemployable and a frequent nuisance’. 

Richard Heaton put together some insights into the wealth 
of material available in his personal collection of the Police 
Gazette, including the history of the paper, the developing use 
of photography, how the gazette can help family historians and 
a section on ‘Habitual criminals and drunkards’. The last is 
especially useful because it includes photos, including many 
of women who took to drink. The Police Gazette is only likely 
to include your ancestor if they were wanted and on the run. 

At a live event, speakers often make links with things 
mentioned in previous presentations. Yet even without this 
option, it was fascinating to note the themes that emerged 
consistently across the talks. 

Criminal records can help fill in parts of an ancestor’s story in 
between the obvious key records, such as bmd and census, or 
help to explain missing elements. Even if not all the relevant 
records have been digitised, one record might also refer to 
previous convictions, thereby providing a useful timeline. And 
they might also provide an insight into the aliases frequently 
used by criminals. 

The records provide lots of personal details such as physical 
appearance and distinguishing marks; tattoos featured quite 
a lot in all the talks! Some records include photos, and these 
were often taken with the criminal hands crossed over their 
chest, in order to show any features such as scars or lost fingers. 

Newspapers are a rich source of material, not only specialist 
papers such as the Police Gazette which featured items and 
flyers about those ‘on the run’, but court reports in local 
papers. The same report was often repeated nationwide, so 
even if a report is not in what you think is the local paper, it 
might well be in one serving an area miles away. 

The causes of criminal behaviour vary. While there are some 
genuine ‘ne’er do wells’, many of our ancestors were caught 
up in the criminal system through poverty, bereavement, 

We are delighted to offer 
a web based version of this 
seminar; not quite as originally 
planned, but definitely of 
interest, especially if you are 
looking to see if any of your 
own family fell foul of the 
law.

This seminar is now available 
online to members only.

https://www.prisonhistory.org/
https://www.prisonhistory.org/
https://www.nathandylangoodwin.com
https://one-name.org/on-the-wrong-side-of-the-law-seminar/http://online
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especially when a partner died, and job loss; in the absence of 
a welfare system, they often bounced between the workhouse 
and the prison. Those who were homeless and criminalised as 
vagrants often had disabilities or mental health needs, and 
spent time in the asylum.

Our perception of crime has changed over the years, in 
particular with regard to what we perceive as the more 
serious. In the nineteenth century, theft was often dealt with 
more harshly than assault. Sheep stealing for example was a 
significant crime that could well lead to 7 years transportation. 

Whilst some were caught in a revolving door, unable to keep on 
the straight and narrow for a multitude of reasons, others made 
good and settled down to lead productive lives. In Australia, the 
first police force was made up of the ‘best behaved’ convicts! 
Likewise, those descended from the ‘first fleeters’, the early 

convicts, are often proud rather than ashamed; in fact two 
earlier convicts who made good now appear on banknotes. 

The final aspect of the seminar was the Rogues Gallery, many 
thanks to those who contributed with stories of their own 
criminal ancestors. These stories make interesting reading, 
and reflect many of the themes identified above. However, 
there is a disproportionate inclination towards bigamy in 
Guild members’ pasts, about which you must draw your own 
conclusions!

My own credentials for being asked to lead on this seminar 
were presumably the numerous criminals in my own ONS. I 
wrote about two incorrigible rogues, but was spoilt for choice, 
and could easily have gone for Frederick. He appeared on the 
register of habitual criminals in 1897, and the records show 
that using at least 11 aliases, between 1897 and 1915 he spent 
a total of 8 years in prison for 16 crimes of petty theft all around 
England, as well as one in France and one in Philadelphia. At 
least he saw the world, though I guess the prison bars looked 
pretty much the same everywhere.  

This was a first for the Guild, and would not have been 
possible without the support of our speakers, our story tellers, 
Jackie Depelle and Alan Moorhouse from SemSub, and Bob 
Cumberbatch, Karen Burnell, Debbie Kennett and Chris Gray 
who prepared the website for launch. At the end of the first 
week, the page had over 900 views and was already in the 
Guild’s top ten list. n

Alison is studying the surname Bissmire with variants 
Bismere, Bismire, Bissmere and can be contacted at 
alison.boulton@one-name.org

Rogues Gallery - John & Francis Bissmire: A 
pair of ‘Incorrigible rogues’ by Alison Boulton

Both these men were victims of poverty, bereavement and 
the lack of any support system beyond the workhouse.

John Francis Bissmire, born 1863, was my great- 
grandfather’s first cousin once removed.

On 3 January 1891 John, a bookbinder, married Jane Sarah 
Ashton at St Marks Church, Myddelton Sq. Clerkenwell; they 
move into 5 Clerkenwell Close where John had previously lived 
with his parents. By 1901 they and their sons John and William 
share the house with 16 other people.

After Jane died in 1904, it would appear that John struggled 
to look after the children, then aged 10 and 6. He had many 
spells in the workhouse and served 3 months in prison from Oct 
1904 and 3 months in July 1905 for ‘deserting his child’. He was 
in Pentonville on 6 February 1906 when he was charged as an:

‘Incorrigible rogue – Deserting his child whereby it 
became chargeable to the Holborn Poor Law Union’. 
Sentenced to ‘8 months (hard labour) Wormwood Scrubs 
Prison’. (FMP prison registers)

John died in the workhouse early in 1909 age 46. The boys 
were just 15 and 11 when they were orphaned. They fought 
in and survived WW1, although both deserted more than once 
and John caught malaria in Salonika.

Francis Charles John was the only son of my great grandfather’s 
first marriage, born in 1871.

A labourer in the saw mills, he married Beatrice Elisabeth 
Fellows in October 1891 in Camberwell, and they had a son 
Francis Arthur John and 3 daughters, Daisy Beatrice Fellows, 
Violet Winifred Maud and Doris Emily Victoria.

Beatrice died in 1902 age 31, four years after Francis’ mother’s 
death and three years after his father’s second marriage. 
Francis had spells in prison in 1904 & 05 for being ‘idle, 
disorderly and a vagabond’; the records describe him as a 
potman (serving drinks in a pub) which would not have helped. 
In September 1905 at Newington Court he was sentenced to 4 
months hard labour in Wandsworth Prison as an:

‘incorrigible rogue, deserting his two children whereby 
they became chargeable to the Lambeth Poor Law 
Union’; (FMP prison registers).

This probably refers to Violet and Doris. Francis died in 1907. 
By then, Francis jnr is at an industrial school in Manchester, 
two of the girls are with their grandparents and the youngest 
is an ‘inmate’ at the Brixton Orphanage for Fatherless Girls.

Both men were widowed and unable to care for their children. 
Without any official means of support, the children often 
wandered the streets and were picked up and placed in the 
workhouse. Putting the fathers in prison can only have made 
the situation worse, and they most probably became caught up 
in a vicious cycle of neglect and imprisonment. n

Part of front page of “Police Gazette; or, Hue and 
Cry. Published by Authority. No. 371. Saturday, August 
6, 1831. Police Gazette (Great Britain and Ireland), 
https://en.wikipedia.org. Public domain

mailto:alison.boulton%40one-name.org?subject=
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The Guild recently began the successful 2020 Guild Blog 
Challenge as a way to introduce Guild members into 
the value of writing about their research on a regular 

basis, both to keep being involved in their study, and also as 
a way to keep publishing fresh information about their study 
in front of the public.

What is a Blog?
A blog is a website where a person can write articles about 
a particular subject and have other people comment about 
those articles. The most popular blog software is WordPress. 
WordPress blogs are a combination of a thread of articles on a 
single page and static pages for background information. The 
software is flexible enough so that a complex website can 
be created with little technical knowledge. The main Guild 
website https://www.one-name.org is built on WordPress.

What is the Guild Blog Program?
The Guild Committee used the popularity of the Blog 
Challenge as an opportunity to expand the offerings that the 
Guild provides to its Members. We have members who blog 
about their study, who blog about research techniques, and 
who blog about new sources of information that they have 
uncovered. Blogs, unlike Facebook Groups, are available to 
the public. What the Guild was not providing was a way to 
assure their blogs would be preserved.

The solution is the Guild Blog Program (GBP) that is beginning 
a pilot launch this spring. The pilot launch allows us to work 
out the technical details with a limited group of members 
whilst we integrate this program into the Guild offerings. 

We used the Member Website Project (MWP) as a model for 
the program, yet attempted to keep the program simple to 
make it easy for members to use. All of the blogs will be 
standalone WordPress sites. One goal is that we want the sites 
to be easy to preserve with minimal volunteer intervention. 
All blog sites will have a blog component and an unlimited 
number of static WordPress pages.

What Types of Blogs Will Be Available for 
Members?
The Program has been designed to support three types of 
blogs: Study Blogs, Member Blogs, and Post-holder Blogs.

A Study Blog is a solution for a Study Registrant who needs a 
WordPress site to help document their study. Currently, they 
may have a blog elsewhere and would like to move the blog 
to the Guild so that it can be preserved.

If a member either has not registered a study or has an 
interest in blogging about their non-study research, they can 

request a Member Blog. This is an “all members” benefit. 
These blogs are for family history related topics only.

The Guild has some post-holders – primarily Regional
Representatives – who share information with the public 
about the Guild. Many are currently doing this through 
Facebook Groups. The challenge with those groups is that 
the information is not available to members of the public – 
and other Guild members – who do not use Facebook. These 
Post-holder Blog sites will enable those post-holders to have 
a way to publicize their activities and the Guild to the public. 
As part of the Guild’s mission is to educate the public, this 
becomes another way to accomplish that mission.

One important aspect of all of these blogs is that the blog is 
expected to promote the Guild. 

How Do I Request a Blog Site?
Members will have no cost to obtain or keep a GBP blog. 

Initially, as part of the pilot program, a member will go to 
the home page for the GBP program: https://www.one-
name.blog, download the application form, and send it to 
the GBP team. 

Once the team has accepted the request, they will create 
your site and email your login information to you. Your initial 
site will have a theme and plugins installed and activated so 
that you could start creating content almost immediately. Of 
course, as you go on, you may decide to customize your site 
differently.

The GBP team has prepared a configuration guide to help 
you get started. Certain aspects of initializing some of the 
WordPress features can only be done by the end user.

I Already Have a Blog. Can I Move it to the 
Guild?
A member with a standalone WordPress blog can request that 
it be copied to the Guild domain as part of the installation 
process. 

A member with a Wordpress.com or Blogger blog can import 
their blog once their GBP site has been set up. We have full 
instructions available to do that.

Other forms of blogs can be imported, but we do not have 
any experience importing them, yet. We will try to help you 
every step of the way.

Why Would I Want to Have a Guild Blog?
The primary reason to have a Guild blog will be so that the 
research you have documented can be preserved. Further, 

by John B. Lisle (Member 5291)

https://one-name.org
https://www.one-name.blog
https://www.one-name.blog
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the blog will give you another way to build a research 
community. And it will help support the Guild.

Will I get help setting up and using my Blog?
An initial support team has volunteered (more volunteers 
needed!), and a Support Forum on the main Guild Website
will be created to provide help to members getting their
blog sites started and helping them to use WordPress.

Examples
As of this writing, we have two study blogs that have been 
created to demonstrate blogs that have been imported from 
outside.

Jon Casbon imported his WordPress.com site to https://
casbon.one-name.blog. His import brought over his theme 
so that it looks substantially like his original site.

I imported my standalone WordPress blog to https://stedman.
one-name.blog. Please note that I have an MWP Type 3 TNG 
site, and I have a tab that links the two sites and within the 
blog site, I have several links to the TNG genealogy.

I want to thank the GBP team who has been instrumental 
in getting this program going: Jon Casbon, webmaster Chris 
Gray, Melody McKay Burton, Ray Warburton, and, of course, 
Chairman Paul Featherstone for his encouragement for this 
program. n

DNA
• DNA Introduction

• Featured articles

• Adding DNA to your Family Tree 
- NEW!

• DNA Discoveries

• Putting the Genes into Genealogy

• Why DNA? 5 Case Studies

• Beyond the Paper Records

• DNA Discoveries for a ONS

• DNA Articles & Presentations

• Article Library

• DNA for Family History

• DNA and a ONS

• Surnames

• Recruiting

• Project Management

• Surnames & DNA

• DNA Basics Video

• The POBI Project Video

• DNA Experiences: 15 DNA Projects

DNA Introduction

Welcome to the DNA section of the Guild website. This section 
provides a wide variety of information about DNA testing for 
genealogy. Whether you are considering a DNA Project, or 

you’ve had a DNA Project for years, there is information to help you.

Some pages, including this one, are also available to non-members. 
Those who are non-members can easily join the Guild to get full 
access to the DNA testing section, as well as access to the Members 
Room to learn about one-name studies. Membership also includes our 
award winning Journal. If you already have a DNA Project, and aren’t a 
member of the Guild, learning about surnames and one-name studies 
can assist you with your DNA Project. Non-members will only see in the 
menu on the left those items which non-members can access. Members 
who are logged in will see the full menu.

DNA Test Kits
DNA test kits are available for sale from the Guild, to members and 
their participants, at a significant savings. This member benefit is 
often helpful in recruiting participants. Members who are logged in 
can click DNA Kits in the menu on the left for more information.

Feedback and Submission
The author of this section of the Guild website is very interested 
in feedback and submissions for inclusion. If you are a member and 
have a report on your DNA Project to be included, or a presentation 
or published article, please submit your item.

For feedback and submissions, please contact: DNA@one-name.org

Submission Guidelines
For published articles, please first secure the publishers permission to 
put the article up at the Guild website and request a publisher’s pdf 
file of the article. Include with your article an abstract or summary, and 
note any facts mentioned in the article which are out of date. Provide 
the publication name, issue, and date published. n

DNA section of the 
Guild website 

https://casbon.one-name.blog/wp/
https://casbon.one-name.blog/wp/
https://stedman.one-name.blog/wp/
https://stedman.one-name.blog/wp/
https://one-name.org/dna-introduction/
https://one-name.org/adding-dna-to-your-family-tree/
https://one-name.org/adding-dna-to-your-family-tree/
https://one-name.org/dna-discoveries-for-family-history-research/
https://one-name.org/putting-the-genes-into-genealogy/
https://one-name.org/why-dna-5-case-studies/
https://one-name.org/beyond-the-paper-records/
https://one-name.org/dna-discoveries-for-a-ons/
https://one-name.org/article-library/
https://one-name.org/dna-for-family-history/
https://one-name.org/dna-and-a-ons/
https://one-name.org/surnames-article-library/
https://one-name.org/recruiting/
https://one-name.org/project-management/
https://one-name.org/surnames-and-dna/
https://one-name.org/dna-basics-video/
https://one-name.org/the-pobi-project-video/
https://one-name.org/dna-experiences-15-dna-projects/
https://one-name.org/about-the-guild/how-to-join/
mailto:DNA%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:https://one-name.org/dna-introduction/?subject=
mailto:https://one-name.org/dna-introduction/?subject=
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The Pyne families of Somerset:
a brief ‘One-Name’ survey

by Jeremy Pyne

The overview that follows is a collation of information 
gathered over 30 years or more as I attempt to trace 
back my Pyne forefathers. As I’ve built and collected 

‘Pyne trees’ over the years, I’ve found it helpful to try and get 
a sense of connections and origins of what might ultimately 
branches of largely a single family. These notes may be of 
general interest to Somerset genealogists and may spark 
thoughts or suggestions about further enquiry.

Some wider context first. The name Pyne potentially has 
multiple origins, but it seems reasonably certain that a large 
proportion of Pynes today do stem from common roots. It is a 
firmly West Country name and earliest references are found 
mostly in Devon where we find a family appearing from the 
late twelfth Century establishing land holdings, some of which 
still bear the name today – as in Upton Pyne and Combe Pyne. 
At this early stage the English version of the name was given 
as ‘De Pyn’ or in latin ‘Pinu’ or ‘Pinibus’. A family which can 
be traced from these early generations was documented by a 
wealthy American banker, Moses Taylor Pyne, early last century 
– the majority of the records were captured in a privately 
published set of volumes called the ‘Memorials of the Family of 
Pyne’ in 1919. An extensive archive was collected by M T Pyne 
and now sits in the Library of Princeton University.

This Devon family had landholdings in Somerset and Cornwall 
from the Middle Ages and certainly from Tudor times we find 
instances of the name emerging more widely.

One thing of course to recognise early on is spelling variants – 
at times Pyne and Pine are pretty inter-changeable. The other 
common variants include Pain/Paine/Payne/Pyn/Pynne. One 
odd one that has cropped up only rarely is ‘Poyne’ and you 
can kind of understand that if saying the name out loud in nice 
West Country Accent.

Coming back to Somerset and thinking about exploring 
potential connections and assessing the distribution of the 
name – you can come at things from earliest records working 
forwards or from more recent census level coverage and 
working backwards.

If we consider the earlier instances first, we have two main 
clusters or seed families. One branch of the Devon family 
described above did establish itself certainly from the early 
sixteenth century in and around the parishes of Stawell, Chilton 
and Edington. This group begins with an Augustine Pyne and 
possibly some uncertainty over whether he was ‘of Stowell’ , 
or ‘Stawell’ two different locations today. Given the proximity 
of Stawell to other estates held in Edington and Chilton, the 
latter must be favourite. I find this branch interesting in their 
use of certain Christian names that pop up early on in later 

families which I think is likely to point to connections. So to 
illustrate;

• We have Augustine Pyne of Stowell/Stawell who died in 
1556. We then have what turns out to be a big family 
using the name Augustine over several generations 
centred around Lyng and Stoke St Gregory from the 
mid-seventeenth century, just a few miles to the south. 
Admittedly a hundred year gap – but intriguing. Another 
group of ‘Pines’ also pops up later again in the eighteenth 
century in nearby Pawlett using Augustine a number of 
times.

• Then one of Augustine seniors’ children was named 
Lewis – and lived in Chilton – with the name repeated in 
the following four generations, the latest of these born 
c.1630. We then have a Lewis Pyne appearing and having 
children in Langford Budville from 1702. This Lewis would 
have been born c.1680 or earlier – so only a generation or 
two later.

If we move on, the other well recorded family making a mark 
in the later Middle Ages was the Pyne family of Curry Mallet. 
The family features in the early Somerset ‘Visitations’ and that 
suggests an origin from Devon – but not having any confirmed 
connection with the Upton Pyne family. Curry Mallet church 
has a fine memorial to John Pyne of Curry Mallet and his wife 
Juliana (nee Towse). John was an Attorney and JP. One of his 
grandsons was Colonel John Pyne who played a prominent part 
in the Commonwealth side of the Civil war forces, at one time 
was referred to as ‘King of the West’. An article on this family 
can be found in ‘Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries’.

There are quite a number of interesting characters from this 
family besides the warring Colonel. His cousin Christabel was a 
wet nurse to Charles II and reputedly took a pot shot at Oliver 
Cromwell. Another branch produced Captain Valentine Pyne 
mentioned in the diaries of Samuel Pepys and Benjamin Pyne 
a notable silversmith in London (Some of his work pops up in 
Auction from time to time, beyond my budget I’m afraid!)

It does seem that this family essentially dies out in Somerset 
with the death of Catherine Uttermere (née Pyne) at Pitney 
in 1925.

So we have these two principle early family groups that may 
well have produced offshoots. We could now jump to a more 
comprehensive survey and for that I’ve taken a look at the 
1851 census – i.e. the earliest with places of birth detailed.

I thought it might be interesting to take a snapshot from this 
survey of families where the head of the family was born 
in Somerset and limiting myself to the exact spelling. I also 
looked at an age span from the eldest present (one John b. 
1775) down to those born up to 1831, i.e. age 20 at the Census.

This survey does not factor in name variants and so for example 
would miss some families that may well be connected, including 

Jeremy Pyne, a non-member, contacted the Guild 
mailbox, and wrote: “I’ve just put together a short 
article which is something of a small scale, ‘one-name 
type’ survey of the Pyne family in just the one county of 
Somerset. It would be interesting to get any feedback.”
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Pine family groups at Oakford/Brushford, just south of Exmoor, 
Bridgwater and Porlock/Ashbrittle.

Overall this came up with 41 ‘heads of’ family. The 
immediately striking thing is the concentration of families or 
individuals stemming from Wellington. Some 28 or nearly 70% 
from that town. In addition to that, two of the other entries 
with individuals born in Martock, I know to be from an earlier 
Wellington generation, so taking us up to three quarters. There 
is also as you might expect a cluster in the county town with 
four based in Taunton and then a small selection of individual 
outliers including:

• Pitminster

• Sparkford

• Castle Cary

• Bridgwater

• Aller - (One Captain John P the only representative of 
the Curry Mallet family as above picked up through this 
sample)

The two remaining ‘heads of’ family are close to my heart as 
they are members of my own family. We have Edward born in 
1807 in Tickenham and his younger brother Samuel, born 1824 
in Weston in Gordano. My direct ancestor of this generation 
was Edward and Samuel’s brother Fred, b.1809 who by this 

date had moved to London and missed from this survey as he 
was mis-transcribed as ‘Pine’ on that census (All three brothers 
were blacksmiths after their fathers occupation). Despite 
many years searching I’ve never traced the birth of their father 
Joseph, b.c.1772 in Somerset according to the 1841 census. 
Frustratingly he died a few months ahead of the 1851 census.

It would be interesting to speculate why by the mid-nineteenth 
century there was such a concentration of Pynes in Wellington 
– a combination I presume of a natural concentration of people 
to a centre of the woollen cloth trade – coinciding with a spike 
in Pyne babies. In one tree I see one couple with at least 36 
Pyne grandchildren. I’ve grouped my records overall into some 
22+ family groups right across Somerset but with half of these 
from Wellington. It would be nice to tie more of these together 
but readers will be familiar with the challenges thrown up by 
pushing records back beyond the date of more reliable parish 
registers, the complications of non-conformist records and the 
loss of Somerset wills in WW2.

I’m afraid the information gathered has not broken down my 
brickwall though as you can imagine it gives rise to a number 
of possibilities or theories. I hope though this broad sweep is 
of some interest and might prompt thoughts about your own 
research n

Jeremy Pyne, June 2020

Jeremy can be contacted by email: jempyne@msn.com.

In loving memory of her 
mother, one of our members 
has made available an index 
of newspaper announcements 
collected over decades since 
the 1950s, primarily in the UK.

Available to members and 
the public, come see if your 
surname features.

Modern Newspaper Index

The Marriages of the World 
Index is available to all. It 
contains worldwide marriages 
up to 60 years ago contributed 
by Guild members.

The object of the Index is 
to enable you to find Guild 
members that you may have 
connections with.

Marriages of the World

The classic GMI (Guild 
Marriage Index) is available to 
Guild members and contains 
marriages between study name 
and spouse in England and 
Wales, 1837-1945.

May also be used to infer, by the 
use of Cardinal Points, where 
marriages took place even if 
they do not appear in the GMI.

Guild Marriage Index

One-Name Studies Members’ Websites
Family historians generally 
research their ancestors as far 
back as possible, collecting 
names and information on 
everyone related to them. 
A one-name study is rather 
different. It concentrates on 
those with a single surname, 
even if they are not related. 
Researchers often start by following a single line of their own 
family, but move on to collecting information on people with 
that surname, past and present, anywhere in the world.

We don’t require our members 
to undertake their one-name 
study in any particular way. 
Some people concentrate on 
family reconstruction, others 
on stories or collecting data. 
You can get a feel for the 
many different approaches 
our members have taken in 
carrying out their studies by looking at some of their websites. 
Through our Members’ Websites Project, we can help members 
create a website to publish and preserve their research.

mailto:jempyne%40msn.com?subject=
http://index of newsphttps://one-name.org/modern-newspaper-index/aper announcements
http://index of newsphttps://one-name.org/modern-newspaper-index/aper announcements
https://one-name.org/marriages-of-the-world-search/
https://one-name.org/marriages-of-the-world-search/
https://one-name.org/guild-marriage-index/
https://one-name.org/one-name-studies/
https://one-name.org/about-members-websites/
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Guild Events1 August 2020
Those Who Served
(Virtual Seminar)

In place of the “Those Who Served” 
seminar (rescheduled to 23 October 
2021) we are  looking at the possibility 
of a virtual seminar with military 
themed presentations.

10 October 2020
Widening Horizons

This ‘tools and techniques’ seminar 
will be run jointly by the Guild of One-
Name Studies and the Local Population 
Studies Society, with various speakers 
looking at ways of collecting, analysing 
and interpreting  data collected in the 
process of one-name studies or local 
population analysis.

Venue: Solihull Methodist Church, 
Blossomfield Road, Solihull, West 
Midlands B91 1LG.

13 February 2021
Ancestors in Print

We return to this popular Home 
Counties venue for the opportunity to 
hear from some assembled experts on 
what historic newspapers, directories, 
and other printed sources for our 
ancestors are available, and how best 
to explore these.

Venue: Amersham Free Church 
Hall, Woodside Road, Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire HP6 6AJ.

24 July 2021
Ancestors in Print

Three years since our last DNA seminar, 
this will be our seventh (the Guild 
is always ahead of the game!), and 
once again at this versatile location.  
Whatever your knowledge level – new 
to DNA, keen but confused or an old 
hand – there will be something for 
everyone as we again plan a dedicated 
beginner/basic stream, with other talks 
for those wishing to further enhance 
their DNA learning.

Venue: Beauchamp College, Ridgeway, 
Oadby, Leicestershire LE2 5TP.

#GuildPrint

#GuildMilitary

#GuildCollaboration

Many genealogical events, including those of the Guild, have been postponed or 
cancelled due to the current pandemic, with others in the future subject to 
change.

On the Wrong Side of the Law, Ruishton
At fairly short notice we had to change (as reported elsewhere in the journal) 
this from an actual to a virtual seminar. All the presentations are now available to 
members signed onto the Guild website at Events/Seminar events/Past Seminars 
https://one-name.org/on-the-wrong-side-of-the-law-seminar/ 

• Getting to Know Your Criminal Ancestors – Aoife O’Connnor (Find My Past)
• Tramps’ Tales: Discovering the history of homelessness in Britain – Nick 

Crowson (University of Birmingham)
• Why You Need the Police Gazette (part 1) – Richard Heaton
• Why You Need the Police Gazette (part 2) – Richard Heaton
• Habitual Criminals, Habitual Drunkards, and Travelling Criminals – Richard 

Heaton
• Tracking Down Transported Criminals – Michelle Patient (genealogist)

Those Who Served, Ingatestone (1 August 2020)
We have already had to take the decision to reschedule this seminar from August 
2020 to 23 October 2021. We are currently looking at the possibility of having a 
virtual seminar of presentations from previous seminars with a Military theme.

Widening Horizons, Solihull (10 October 2020)
We are currently planning for this seminar with the following provisional talks: 

• Single trees and whole orchards – genealogists and demographers working 
together

• Morbidity and Mortality – a One-Family Study
• A common format database of parish register data
• One-Place Studies 
• Missing in the census
• Atlas of Entrepreneurship
• The Ruby One-Name Study

Conference and AGM 2020
The current pandemic lockdown started a week after the booking closing date for 
the 2020 annual conference. It had already become apparent that the conference 
could not go ahead and the conference organisers had been in protracted 
negotiations with the hotel and from these the Committee were relieved to be 
able to move the booking “lock, stock and barrel” to the same weekend a year 
later and this will now be held at Jury’s Inn Oxford, 23-25 April 2021. We are 
grateful to the vast majority of the booked delegates who have agreed to simply 
transfer their booking to 2021, for which the hotel agreed to honour the 2020 
rates

Conference and AGM 2022
We had already paid a deposit for the 2021 conference at the Northampton Hilton 
and, to accommodate moving the Oxford 2020 event to 2021, we are grateful that 
the Hilton agreed to move that conference by a year to 22-24 April 2022.

#GuildDNA

Your assistance with the Guild Stand at events would be much 
appreciated. Please contact the Guild Events Manager to discuss. 

If you need any help with publicity for an event, please contact the 
Publicity Manager.

https://one-name.org/on-the-wrong-side-of-the-law-seminar/
https://one-name.org/sendemail/?sendto=events-manager
https://one-name.org/sendemail/?sendto=publicity
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The National Archives building at Kew 

National_archives_2007_02_03.JPG:Nick Cooper at en.wikipediaderivative work: Harumphy / CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)
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