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From the Committee…

by W. Paul Featherstone, Guild Chairman 

The last committee meeting of the current year took place on 
seventh of March. We will be losing two valuable members 
who will not be standing again: Peter Copsey and Peter 

Alefounder have been looking after the interests of members while 
giving up their free time to do so. It is not an easy commitment to 
make, trying to get an organisation run entirely by volunteers to 
function. I would like to thank them both for the time they have 
given freely both to the committee and of course our organisation. 

Just so you know, in future our vacancies will appear on this page 
on our website https://one-name.org/situations-vacant/ You 
should find the page once you are logged onto the site in the News 
drop-down list of links.

You can see also, looking at that page, that two of our major 
postholders are stepping down as of the AGM. Cliff Kemball, our 
long time Guild Treasurer, now Assistant Treasurer, and the person 
responsible for a lot of our indexes is stepping down, as is our 
most respected Registrar Susan Hundleby. Both have given sterling 
service to you all and without them, the Guild would have been a 
poorer organisation.

As you may know, at the meeting on 7th March, we will be discussing 
the possibility of introducing a Guild-hosted blogging platform, 
which like the Members’ websites project will aim to preserve 
your blogs about your one-name study. It is still in its early stage 
but I think is a worthwhile project to get off the ground. You 
can see via https://one-name.org/committee-news/ all the 
minutes and agenda for all our meetings back to 2004.

I’d also like to remind you to keep checking the onsite calendar for 
upcoming events and deadlines.

Voting for AGM motions will still be in progress 30th March to 20th 

April. See a recent Chairman’s Newsletter for details on how to 
vote.

A recent email has made us wonder if an index to our journal 
articles might be a useful marketing tool, considering that all our 
journals over 3 years old are available to the public. However, I 
see it as a team of indexers working to get this off the ground. If 
you would be interested in helping please contact our volunteer 
coordinator via volunteers@one-name.org. It might be a long 
job since you may find yourself reading the articles rather than 
indexing them, but since it does not yet exist, producing it will 
be a benefit to members as well as the public, thus enhancing our 
charity status. n

W. Paul Featherstone

Chairman

After the inaugural 2019 event, THE Genealogy Show
will be back and bigger than ever when it returns to

the NEC for the second time.

 

Two days of networking, education and fun will certainly be
on the cards, especially with the recent announcement of four
powerhouse, all-female keynote speakers; Maureen Taylor,
Roberta Estes, Celia Heritage and Fiona Fitzsimons!

There will be numerous exhibitors representing all walks of
genealogical life, providing you with the opportunity to
engage with experts in the field, expand your knowledge and
further your research interests in genealogy!

The TGS online shop provides you with all the latest
merchandise. Whilst you're browsing, you can sign up to
THE Genealogy Show Newsletter! All the latest news,
behind-the-scenes updates and more, sent straight to your
inbox.
 

We hope to see you at THE Show!

For more information please visit our website: www.thegenealogyshow.uk

Don't miss out!!

Missed the last Show? Don't worry! 

@thegenealogyshow@THEGenShow2020 @THEGenShow2020

https://one-name.org/situations-vacant/
https://one-name.org/committee-news/
mailto:volunteers%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:chairman%40one-name.org?subject=


5Journal of One-Name Studies, April-June 2020

Marriage Challenge Update:
Marriages in Essex

by Peter Copsey MCG
(Marriage Challenge Coordinator, Member 1522)

Registration District and Period Request Deadline Challenger Challenger’s Email Key

Lewes 1837 - 1889 21 April 2020 Clive Reedman reedman@one-name.org B

Leominster 1837 - 1911 1 May 2020 Sonja Smith winship@one-name.org B

Tunstead 1837 - 1869 31 May 2020 Paul Howes howes@one-name.org B

Smallburgh 1870 - 1938 31 May 2020 Paul Howes howes@one-name.org B

Key B: Requests using the standard Excel template much preferred (see website), but willing to accept other formats.

Ancestry have recently completed indexing many of the 
parish registers held at the Essex Record Office and searches 
for Essex events (baptisms, marriages and burials) can be 

carried out on the Ancestry website.  

The Essex Record Office (ERO) not only hold the registers for 
Essex, as it is today, but also holds the registers of many of the 
east London parishes north of the Thames that were once part of 
Essex. These include parishes in the London Boroughs of Newham, 
Redbridge, Barking & Dagenham, Waltham Forest (originals 
retained at Waltham Forest Archives) and Havering. These 
registers have been digitised by ERO and are available to view on 
ERO’s website with a subscription. In this article I refer to Essex to 
include this larger area.

The indexing carried out by Ancestry now enables you to locate 
an event in Essex. For marriages, the indexing includes name, 
name of spouse, date of marriage, age, father’s name and church.  
Ancestry does not display the digitised marriage register entry; 
this can only be found on the ERO website.

To view and download the marriage register entry, one must visit 
the ERO website; Ancestry provides the link. On the payment 
of £2.99 a download of the marriage entry will be provided by 
ERO. This is far cheaper than paying £11.00 for a certificate 
for the same information. Many would argue that it is better 
information. A marriage certificate is basically a transcribed 
marriage entry. A digitised copy of the entry in the parish register 
is not a transcription and will have the actual signatures of the 
bride, groom and witnesses which a marriage certificate does not 
provide.

If you have several marriages in Essex, there is an opportunity to 
make further savings than that offered by £2.99 images. A day’s 
subscription to the ERO website (used to be called SEAX) costs 

£20; £30 for the week. You would be able to find and download 
many marriage entries (and baptisms, and burials) once you have 
determined where to look by checking on Ancestry first.

Ancestry’s marriage indexing ends at 1935 although ERO’s digitised 
images continue until 1957.  

If you do not subscribe to Ancestry, this article may still be of use 
to you as many public libraries in the United Kingdom has access 
to Ancestry online.

Much of Essex has already been covered by Marriage Challenges 
and I am wondering whether it will be attractive to repeat some of 
the Challenges to help those Guild members who have missed out 
in the past. Prospective Challengers will need to bear in mind the 
present arrangement for finding marriages as explained above.

The Guild is always looking for Marriage Challengers. If you live 
fairly close to a County Record Office and can afford to spend 
some time there to help other Guild members with their one-name 
studies by finding marriage entries, then becoming a Challenger 
could be an option. Even if Ancestry, Findmypast or FamilySearch 
have done some indexing for marriages in a particular county, 
there is likely to be some parts of that county or some period 
where a Challenge would be worthwhile.  

I will give advice on what is needed and on any aspect of a 
Challenge that is concerning you. Most Challengers find a 
Challenge a rewarding and interesting experience. Why not send 
me an email to marriage-challenge@one-name.org if you think 
you can contribute. n

The Challenges beginning in the coming months are:

mailto:reedman%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:winship%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:howes%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:howes%40one-name.org?subject=
http://marriage-challenge@one-name.org


Journal of One-Name Studies, April-June 20206

The Satchwell One-Name Study - 
The Story So Far

by Michael Satchwell (Member 3036)

The Satchwell surname is mentioned in P.H. Reaney’s 
Dictionary of British Surnames, giving Sequeville-en-
Bessin in Normandy as one origin of the name. There 

are also manors in Thorpe Satchville in Leicestershire and 
Heanton Satchville in Devon in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries. I have not seen any evidence to corroborate 
these claims. A better suggestion is that the name derives 
from the colloquial pronunciation of Shotteswell, a village 
in south Warwickshire, which might be the origin of both 
Satchwell and Satchell. Recent DNA research has shown that 
the Satchwills of Devon relate to the Satchells of Rugby, 
Warwickshire. The link must have occurred before 1600, 
since paper records show the family lines existing back to at 
least then. There are also outliers of Satchells who lived in 
Somerset, Dorset and Hampshire, as well as in London, which 
may suggest a multiple origin for the name. Certainly there 
was a mediaeval village in Hampshire called Satchell.

The study began in 1984 with a thirst for knowledge about 
all branches of my family history inspired by my great-aunt. 
A certain Mrs Mahoney was contacted following a request 
for information in the local newspaper. She was my first 
non-family contact. I looked up Births, Marriages and Deaths 
in those cumbersome tomes at St Catherine’s House, and 
took the far-sighted view at the age of 22 that it would be 
handy to have all the Satchwell entries written down. I still 
have the hand-written exercise books that resulted from six 
months’ work.

On visits to London I also copied the indexes to Wills from 
Somerset House. For a period of 15 years after that I did no 
research, but I had these exercise books hanging over me 
waiting for the right moment.

In 1998 I restarted work on the project and joined the 
Guild. I visited the County Record Office at Warwick every 
Saturday morning from my home in Nottingham. Here I 
extracted census details for the whole of Warwickshire, the 
main county represented, using microfilm, and also most of 
the parish registers of Warwickshire for which all Satchwell 
entries were copied into notebooks. At home I transferred 
them into self-designed Microsoft Access databases, but this 

didn’t last long and, admitting defeat I retyped everything, 
including the St Catherine’s House indexes, into Microsoft 
Excel spreadsheets. I also made a card index, which I have 
only recently discarded. Additional visits were made to other 
resources in the English Midlands.

The Satchwells had and still have a large presence in 
Coventry, where they engaged in skilled trades such as 
weaving, watchmaking, bicycle and motor car manufacture. 
At Birmingham they were involved in brass foundry, jewellery, 
and making guns and buttons. In other localities coal miner, 
tailor, carpenter and shoemaker were common trades of the 
Satchwells. Many central and south Warwickshire villages 
have examples of the surname. I have unravalled these 
families and put them in charts. As well as in Warwickshire, 
a large branch lived in north-west Leicestershire and south 
Derbyshire. There is a small representation in Ireland. Others 
emigrated from England to the United States, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand, and also served in India and 
South Africa.

To accompany my research, from 1998 to 2004 I produced 
an 8-page quarterly newsletter, which I had printed. It was 
distributed to about 30 addresses in the UK and abroad. 
These addresses were whittled down from an initial mailshot 
derived from extracting Satchwells from the telephone 
directory. Recipients were very forthcoming and gave me 
a lot of encouragement. Three meet-ups were arranged 
during this period, and I have recently renewed contact with 
some of the younger generation as when I stopped doing the 
newsletters I lost many contacts. After a traumatic life event 
I stopped my hobby for a further few years.

Only in 2016 after a course put on by the Guild on Making a 
Website did I consider this aspect. I approached a commercial 
web developer near my home, and for a modest fee he set 
up a Wordpress site, which is hosted by the Guild under the 
Members’ Website Project. I was able to add new tabs and 
make new pages at will using the training he gave me. On 
this site, I divided up my homepage into several horizontal 
tabs. This has proved a useful and satisfactory look and feel. 

The first few tabs show the raw data, i.e. UK and Non-UK 
sources, under which Census, GRO, Parish registers, etc. 
tabs can be selected to open further pages. The data is 
presented as PDFs of my Excel spreadsheets, which are 
given additional usefulness by the addition in the rightmost 
column of the name of the pedigree chart that each event 
is found on. The 100-year rule is respected, for example 
GRO Births, Marriages and Deaths data is only published on 
the website from 1837 up until exactly 100 years ago. I split 
each of these into two halves each before and after the 100 
years, i.e. at the time of writing this is 1919. Each 1 January 
I upload another year’s worth of data to the Births, Marriages 
and Deaths pages. And whenever I combine or disband a

Satchwell Place, Royal 
Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire
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chart I manually (actually a Global Find and Replace) change 
the chart name in the rightmost column of all the relevant 
documents (8 censuses, 9 GROs plus any Parish Registers).

The Pedigree Charts themselves are PDFs exported from the 
charts which I devised and input using the Family Historian 
software. On these charts, named after the placename of the 
first event on each chart, I added the person’s occupation in 
the Occupation field where known, and in the Notes field 
I included all the evidence that I had, e.g. addresses from 
the census or from marriage certificates, and any additional 
information. Through the meticulous organisation of the 
raw data I was usually able to estimate family relationships 
before the census, though a few life events in the raw data 
are unallocated to a chart. Uncovering some of the options 
to display the chart is a challenge. I have found out how to 
display the Notes (called Rec. Notes in Family Historian) as 
well as Occupations, so that now all the stored information 
is shown. On clicking on one of these charts on the website 
it is shown in Adobe Acrobat viewer. This is not entirely 
successful as it is not possible to pan left and right, only up 
and down through the pages of the chart. With large charts 
it is very difficult to get a sense: only by printing out can the 
full chart be seen. Apple computers may not have Acrobat, 
so some people tell me.

Each chart has a Chart Description, written in Microsoft Word 
and saved as a Page on the website. The Chart Descriptions 
are an interpretation for each chart, filling in the story and 
occasionally discussing the reasons for making judgements 
on the construction of the chart. These chart descriptions 
are used to form the basis for a separate Word document, 
named The Story of the Satchwells, which is a stand-alone 
printable document accessed from the Profile tab.

Further tabs include People, which contains biographical 
information supplied by the public, from public records such 
as the PRO, and obituaries from newspapers etc.; Portraits, 
containing drawings and photographs of non-living Satchwells; 
Trades, a discussion of professions in which Satchwells were 
commonly employed; Maps, using sketch maps I drew to 
avoid copyright issues; and Photos, comprising a gallery of 
pictures of interest to the Satchwell community, also taken 
by myself.

The Links tab contains links to useful sources of reference, 
including record office opening times, museum details and so
forth. Occasionally I test for broken links.

Finally, the Contact tab contains a short autobiographical 
statement, Terms and Conditions and an invitation to contact 
me by using the Guild alias email address which is embedded 

in the Wordpress webpage. I aim to answer all queries within 
a few days.

Latterly I have ordered a number of birth and marriage 
certificates from the GRO online in order to fill in known gaps 
in pedigree charts. These are selected carefully and limited 
to about three a month. They are scanned as PDFs into my 
file structure but are not shown on the website.

During 2017 I decided to divide up the South Devon branch, 
often recorded as Satchwill, and store census and GRO data 
separately. I extracted Births, Marriages and Deaths from the 
FreeBMD website as is the modern way.

I also looked up all census details for the UK, again using 
Ancestry which took the whole of 2016. My original research 
using microfiche was supplemented by the non-Warwickshire 
data now offered.

For Non-UK research, using Ancestry I was able to find 
some details for the USA, India, Australia and New Zealand. 
Very little original documentation can back up my claim to 
make pedigree charts, especially in the USA, when early 
records were lacking. For example, North Carolina is next to 
impossible to sort out!

Lately I have been pursuing the Satchell surname as 
well, wondering whether it was an alternative spelling of 
Satchwell. However, on extracting all the census and GRO 
data I have concluded it is sometimes a completely separate 
line because different parts of the country are represented, 
for example south-west England. The Satchells of Rugby, 
however, do derive from an early Shotteswell spelling, so 
can be regarded as the same family. As already described, 
DNA tests have shown a link between the Devon Satchwills 
and the Satchells of Rugby. Further testing of participants 
would be necessary to make further links. The presence of 
Satchells in pockets of south-west England leads one to think 
there may be multiple origins.

What would I do differently? Not a great deal. Back in the 
day before computers the only option was to trawl through 
microfilm. Today the use of online resources is revolutionary 
but sometimes threatens common-sense judgement in that 
one is swamped with data one hasn’t got round to dealing 
with yet. I have succumbed to this and have written down 
anything and everything and placed it in spreadsheets 
waiting for the day when I was ready. It is important to be 
extremely well-organised and store research in spreadsheets 
on the computer, not on scraps of paper. Although a notebook 
has been used throughout the course of the study, I have 
disciplined myself to transfer findings as soon as possible 
onto the computer, and to arrange my ideas logically.

I would like to find out more about TNG, the software used 
by many in the Guild for making websites, but I am not sure 
how to get started. Maybe a project for 2020! n

Michael is studying the surname Satchwell with variants 
Satchell, Satchwill, Shotswell and can be contacted at 
satchwell@one-name.org

Photos courtesy of Michael Satchwell

Satchwell Window, Knowle Parish 
Church, Knowle, West Midlands

mailto:satchwell%40one-name.org?subject=
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Is Genealogy Sciency enough?

by Peter Haynes (Member 8343)

Does science fill you with horror or would you, or have 
you, ever searched for a robust scientific validation for 
the work you have done?

My problem is to try to find a connection between a Haynes 
born 1670 in Condover, Shropshire and a Haynes born 1705 
in Church Stretton, Shropshire some 8.6 miles south. This 
may look as though there should be a connection as all I 
need to do is find a record or source but so far there is not 
one to be found so I am resorting to find something different 
that may give me an authoritative likelihood of there being 
a connection.

I recently, came across an interesting scientific article but 
found it was difficult to read and understand. To help me 
with this I would like to present what I have found, firstly, 
to persuade me that I do in fact understand the article 
and secondly to be able to share what I have found with 
likeminded genealogists. 

The article is entitled “Quantitative analysis of population-
scale family trees using millions of relatives” written 
collaboratively by Joanna Kaplanis, Assaf Gordon, Mary Wahl, 
Michael Gershovits, Barak Markus, Mona Sheikh, Melissa 
Gymrek, Gaurav Bhatia, Daniel G. MacArthur, Alkes L. Price, 
Yaniv Erlich and published in Science 13 Apr 2018, Vol. 360, 
Issue 6385, pp. 171-175, DOI: 10.1126/science.aam9309. I 
have written this with the kind permission of Dr Yaniv Erlich. 
I also acknowledge that parts of the text came directly from 
the article.

The article describes how 86 million individual profiles of 
people were gleaned from publicly available online genealogy 
enthusiasts. The data collected was extensively cleaned and 
validated to create family trees, including a single pedigree 
of 13 million individuals. The data was then inspected to see 
if conclusions could be drawn on longevity and dispersion. 

There are many reasons why population-scale family trees 
are useful, these include a wide variety of genetic, cultural, 
socio-demographic, and economic factors in the human 
population. 

Constructing population-scale family trees seemed to have 
been a labour-intensive process. Genealogically driven social 
media data was prised out to construct population-scale 
family trees and create a layer of genealogy information for 
the various studies. To this end, they focused on Geni.com, 
one of the largest crowd-sourcing websites in the genealogy 
domain. After careful cleaning of the tree data using various 
algorithms, they were able to obtain high quality datasets 
about family structure together with quantitative biographic 
(DNA) information on individuals. 

Just like other websites the Geni.com website allows

genealogy enthusiasts to upload their family trees and create 
profiles for each individual. These profiles can include name, 
basic demographic information, and a photo. The website 
can scan new profiles to detect similarities to existing ones 
and when a match is detected suggest the option to merge 
the profiles. Thus genealogists create larger family trees 
beyond their individual knowledge and collaboratively co-
manage profiles to improve their accuracy.

After obtaining approval and permission for the use of the 
data from Geni and its parent company MyHeritage, over 
86 million publicly available profiles were downloaded. 
This process required substantial data processing and 
organization, and took about six months to complete, More 
than 3 million genealogists had taken part in this large-scale 
crowdsourcing of family trees. Similar to other crowdsourcing 
projects, a small group of participants contributed most of 
the genealogy profiles.

The profiles were organized into graphic trees that preserved 
the genealogical relationships between individuals. It was 
expected that a family tree should form a direct path from 
ancestor to child. However, as would be expected from such 
a large-scale collaborative work, 0.3% of the profiles resided 
in invalid trees that is to say a person that is both the parent 
and child of another person or a child having more than two 
parents. So an algorithm was developed that used a series 
of tree drawing steps and record-matching techniques to 
resolve duplicate profiles and prune invalid connections. 
To establish the validity of their algorithms they compared 
their results with thousands of merging decisions made 
by human genealogists and found a high degree (>90%) of 
correct comparison between the algorithm results and 
human decisions regarding resolving conflicts. This process 
generated 5.3 million disjointed family trees.

The largest family tree in the processed data contained 13 
million individuals who were connected by shared ancestry 
and marriage. The tree included public figures such as Kevin 
Bacon and Sewall Wright. On average, the tree spanned 11 
generations between each root and furthest branch ends. 

To evaluate the resulting tree structure, they inspected 
the genetic segregation of DNA markers. They obtained 
mitochondria (mtDNA) and Y-STR haplotypes to compare 
multiple pairs of relatives in the tree. The mtDNA data spanned 
211 lineages that included in total 1768 meiosis events (i.e. 
graph edges), whereas the Y-STR data was available for 27 
lineages that spanned in total 324 meiosis events. Using 
the results of other DNA studies results indicated that the 
collaborative process of millions of genealogists produced 
high quality family trees.

Encouraged by the quality of the family trees, they extracted 
demographic information from the collected profiles. First, 
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they analysed the lifespan by focusing on profiles with full 
birth and death dates that show higher quality of data 
compared to profiles with only information about the year 
of birth.

The extracted lifespan information displayed excellent 
correspondence with previous reports by traditional 
demographic approaches. The average lifespan in the 
collection was compared to a worldwide analysis based on 
historical data compiled from multiple countries around the 
world for each year from 1840-2000 (30). They found a 95% 
correspondence between the life expectancies in historical 
data and their dataset. 

Next, the locations of life events were extracted using 
an algorithm. Genealogists specified the birth and death 
locations as free text in various languages for tens of millions 
of profiles. Geoparsing tools were used to annotate the 
free text into longitude/latitude coordinates. This process 
successfully reported the location of about 16 million 
profiles. 

To demonstrate the power of their data, they harnessed the 
resource to evaluate previous hypotheses regarding patterns 
of human migration.

First, gender-specific migration patterns were analysed. 
Their data indicated that females migrate more than 
males but over shorter distances in Western societies. The 
median mother-child distances were significantly larger 
by a factor of 1.6x than father-child distances. This trend 
appeared throughout all 300 years of their analysis window 
including in the most recent birth cohort and was observed 
both in North American and European duos. On the other 
hand, they found that the average mother-child distances 
were significantly shorter than the father-child, suggesting 
that long-range migration events are biased towards males. 
Consistent with this pattern, fathers displayed a significantly 
higher frequency than mothers to be born in a different 
country than their offspring. Again, this pattern was evident 
when restricting the data to North American or European 
duos. Taken together, at least in Western societies, males 
and females show different migration distributions in which 
married couples residing with or near the husband’s parents 
occur only in relatively local migration events and largescale 
events that usually involve a change of country are more 
common in males than females.

Next, they inspected the marital radius (the distance 
between males’ places of birth) and its effect on the 
genetic relatedness of couples. The classical isolation by 
distance theory of G. Malécot (The Mathematics of Heredity 
Freeman, 1970) predicts that changes to the marital radius 
should exponentially decrease the genetic relatedness 
of individuals. But the magnitude of these forces is also a 
function of technological and cultural factors such as taboos 
against cousin marriages. To understand the interplay 
between these factors, they first inspected temporal 
changes in the birth locations of couples in the cohort. In 
pre-industrial revolution (<1750), most marriages occurred 
between people born only 10km from each other. Similar 
patterns were found when analysing only European or North 
American born individuals. After the beginning of the second 
industrial revolution (1870), the marital radius rapidly 
increased and reached approx. 100km for the birth cohort 
of 1950.

They then inspected the genetic relatedness (manifested as 
segments Identical By Descent IBD) of couples as measured 
by tracing their genealogical ties. In 1650-1850, the expected 
IBD of couples was relatively stable and was in the order of 
approx. 4th cousins, whereas post-1850, the IBD exhibited a 
rapid decrease. Overall, the median marital radius of each 
year showed a strong correlation with the expected IBD 
between couples. Every 70km increase in the marital radius 
corresponded approximately with a decrease in the genetic 
relatedness of couples by one meiosis event. However, 
this trend was not consistent over time and exhibits three 
phases. For the pre-1800 birth cohorts, the correlation 
between marital distance and IBD was insignificant and 
weak (0.7%). Couples born around 1800-1850 showed a two-
fold increase in their marital distance from 8km in 1800 to 
19km in 1850. Marriages are usually about 20-25 years after 
birth and around this time (1820-1875) rapid transportation 
changes took place, such as the advent of railroad travel in 
most of Europe and the United States. However, the increase 
in marital distance was significantly coupled with an increase 
in genetic relatedness, contrary to the isolation by distance 
theory. Only for the cohorts born after 1850, the data showed 
a good match (80%) with the theoretical model of isolation 
by distance. Taken together, the data shows a 50-year lag 
between the advent of increased familial dispersion and the 
decline of genetic relatedness between couples. During this 
time, individuals continued to marry relatives despite the 
increased distance. Based on these results, they surmised 
that the marked transportation changes in the nineteenth 
century were not the primary cause for decreased family 
relationships. Rather, their results suggest that shifting 
cultural factors, such as change in attitude towards family 
relationships, played a more important role in the reduced 
genetic relatedness of couples in Western societies since the 
nineteenth century.

Finally, they wondered whether familial dispersion has a 
dominant direction. J. Diamond (Guns, germs, and steel: 
The fates of human societies WW Norton & Company, 1999) 
has postulated that certain technologies such as agricultural 
strategies diffuse faster along the latitudes (east-west, 
WE) due to climate similarity, promoting human migration 
along the same axis. Indeed, previous genetic studies have 
found that Europeans show greater genetic differentiation 
in the NNW-SSW axis, suggesting increased migration along 
the perpendicular axis during the Palaeolithic-Neolithic era. 
Consistent with these observations, a contemporary analysis 
showed an increase in linguistic diversity in countries that 
are more WE oriented than NS oriented. To measure the 
orientation of dispersion, they analysed the birth locations 
of parent-offspring duos. In order to remove the effects 
of the mass migration to the New World and the US gold 
rush, we only focused on European-born duos and required a 
minimum 10km separation between birth places to obtain a 
clear orientation vector.

The data argued against WE preference in Europeans. 
The average migration along the NS axis was significantly 
longer than the WE axis (NS: 97km, WE: 80km). To gain 
more evidence, they repeated this analysis by counting the 
number of migration events with WE orientation versus NS 
orientation rather than the distance. Again, the rate of NS 
migration events was significantly larger than the WE events. 
Since climate is highly similar between adjacent locations, 
they were concerned that a 10km separation threshold is too 
small to observe orientation differences. They repeated the 
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analysis with a 100km threshold. Also, in this case, migrations 
along the NS axis were significantly higher than the WE axis, 
with a higher average migration distance (NS: 208km, WE: 
159km) and the rate of preferred migration along the axis 
(NS: 58%, WE: 42%). They also restricted the analysis to a 
minimal separation threshold of 1km for events since the 
second industrial revolution (post-1850). In all cases, the 
analysis did not find any preference for the WE orientation. 
Finally, they repeated the entire analysis while considering 
the median migration distance instead of the mean. Again, 
they observed a preference towards NS migration rather WE. 
All of these trends show that Diamond’s postulation about 
WE preference is not relevant for Europe after the Middle 
Ages.

So, in the end I am satisfied that there is a connection 
between the two Haynes’ in my problem and if you are 
looking for similar connections then consider the following: 

1. Average life expectancy is what you might expect for 
each year 1840-2000;

2. Females migrate more than males over shorter distances 
by a factor of 1.6;

3. Before 1750 couples are more likely to have met and 
married within 10km. After 1870 the distance increases 
to up to 100km;

4. Before 1850 married couples are likely to be related up 
to 4th cousin;

5. Migration in Europe in excess of 1km is more likely to 
occur North-South rather than West-East. n

Peter is studying the surname Haynes with variants 
Haimes, Hain, Haine, Haines, Hains, Hames, Hance, 
Hanes, Hayles, Haymes, Hayne, Heynes, Hines, Hynes 
and can be contacted at peter.haynes@one-name.org

41st Annual Conference and 
AGM 2020

By the time you read this, the 2020 Conference, which 
takes place at Jurys Inn, Oxford from 24th-26th April, 
will be just a couple of weeks away. With most of the 

arrangements now in place, here is a preview of what you can 
expect.

On the Friday afternoon we have 3 groups visiting the 
Bodleian Library to view the fifteenth century Divinity School, 
Convocation House, Chancellor’s Court and Duke Humfrey’s 
medieval library. A smaller group will be spending their time 
watching the iconic MINI coming off the production line at the 
BMW plant in Cowley.

For those arriving during the afternoon there is a session with 
Marie Byatt, giving you tips on how to make the best use of 
Family Search for your studies. Then comes the first of two 
Help Desks that will be available during the weekend.  The 
Friday one is for general queries (not DNA), so call in and talk 
to one of our experts there to see if they can solve your brick 
wall, point you in another direction, tell you more about the 
Guild or help you navigate the website.

Those members who are attending Conference for the first 
time will have their own session before dinner on the Friday.  
Apart from maybe enabling them to meet and talk to other 
members, if they do not know anyone else there, this session 
is designed to give a quick run-through of what happens over 
the weekend, so that nobody misses out on anything they want 
to do.

Friday evening will see the Conference opened and all delegates 
welcomed. This will be followed by The Quiz – Alan Moorhouse 
presiding over teams of up to 6, lots of fun and prizes for the 
winning teams to boot!

After the AGM on Saturday morning we have a couple of 
keynote speakers, and then the afternoon slots are given over 
to breakout sessions on a range of topics designed to further 
your studies and research. Subject to space availability, you 
will be able to choose your session on the day. We will provide 
information in the Conference Brochure to help you decide on 
the ones you would most like to attend.

The results of the elections for Committee will be approved at 
the AGM, and after their lunchtime Committee Meeting, the 
Officers and members of the Committee for 2020/2021 will be 
introduced to delegates during the tea break.

Before our Saturday evening meal, the Committee will host a 
drinks reception. The meal will be followed by a talk by Angela 
Buckley – the “Victorian Supersleuth” on her life in crime, 
criminal ancestors and career changes all round.

For those wishing to attend, there will be an Ecumenical 
Service on Sunday morning, before the day starts with more 
sessions presented by various members of the Guild, including 
a second Help Desk, this time solely for DNA, before lunch.  
Anyone who wishes to put a question to our experts will be 
asked to put it in writing and leave it at the Guild Registration 
Desk by 5 pm on the Saturday, so that everyone can benefit.

Regional Reps will meet together at lunchtime and the 
Conference will end with two more of our guest speakers 
bringing the event to a close.

What we haven’t mentioned here are the opportunities 
delegates will have to catch up with old friends, meet new 
ones, discuss studies, sources and strategies and generally 
enjoy themselves - in the pool, the bar, the restaurant or the 
lounges! Our annual conference is always an ideal opportunity 
to get to know more like-minded people and be inspired to 
further research.

Whilst booking has officially closed so that all the arrangements 
can be finalised with the hotel, if you now feel you would like 
to join us and find that you can, please contact conference-
booking@one-name.org to see if we and the hotel can still fit 
you in; we never like to turn anyone away!

See you in Oxford! n 

Sue Thornton-Grimes and Alan Moorhouse

mailto:peter.haynes%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:conference-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:conference-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
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The Main Plant Family and 
the name’s most populous 

homeland
by Dr John S Plant and Prof Richard E Plant

Introduction
We are the co-administrators of 
the Plant Y-DNA project, which 

we describe in a Members Website of 
the Guild at http://plant.one-name.
net/dna.html. As of the time of 
this writing, our project has had 73 
volunteers with the surname Plant, 
Plantt, or Plante who have submitted 
samples. Of these, 13 have the 
surname Plante, and they generally 
trace their ancestry through Quebec 
to France. Of the 60 with the surname 
Plant or Plantt, 37 have Y-DNA data 
that match sufficiently closely that 
we can say with confidence that 
they are descended from the same 
medieval man. We call this group the 
Main Family. Another 17 volunteers 
are members of one of eight groups 
of two or three volunteers each, who 
are similarly related to each other. 
We call these Small Families I through 
VIII. The remaining volunteers have no 
tested Plant relatives. By combining 
the records of the volunteers’ 
earliest known ancestors with other 
historical records associated with 
the surname, we can begin to create 
an understanding of how the surname evolved and spread 
within England in the late Middle Ages.

The majority of the volunteers can trace their roots to the 
western Midlands of England. Figure 1 shows a map of the 
locations of the earliest known Plant ancestor of each of these 
volunteers. The large filled circles show the Main Family, most 
of whose members fall into one of four branches. The small 
triangles show six of the small families, and the squares show 
individuals not in any currently identified matching family.
The county of Staffordshire is shown towards the lower left 
quadrant of the map in Figure 1. In particular, there has been 
some migration of parts of the Main Family, seemingly from 
the source of its branches in western Staffordshire (W-Staffs), 
migrating to the north, south and east in the map; this leaves 
out others spread much further afield. Specifically, Figure 1 
indicates that branch D of the Main Family (purple circles) 
has migrated north through Cheshire into Lancashire and 
south east to SE Leicestershire. Branch A (yellow circles) is 
found to the east around the border of NE Derbyshire with 
Yorkshire and, as it turns out, this branch is a genetic sub-
branch of the older branch D of the Main Family.

Some basic documentary evidence for Staffordshire
The black star labelled A in Figure 1 denotes the first known 
precise location of a Plant record in the region of their 

most populous homeland. This record is on the border of 
NE-Staffs with Cheshire and is for 1373. However, by the 
1360s, the time of the earliest suitable medieval evidence 
for the general area, the Plant name was already present in 
numbers. Accordingly, we cannot rule out that there might 
have been other relevant locations for the name nearby 
despite the absence of any earlier evidence other than an 
isolated mention as far away as Flintshire near Chester in 
1301.

Turning to south Staffordshire, the first known documentary 
record is in 1401 at Wombourne, which is about 10 miles 
south of the location of the blue circle labelled P26a in 
Figure 1. This ‘W-Staffs’ location for P26a is for the earliest 
known male ancestor of this Plant volunteer; in this case his 
specific earliest record is for a Plant baptism at Brewood in 
1779.

The DNA testing and results
The circles in Figure 1 represent Plants who have matched 
into the Main Family. This matching can be determined with 
relatively simple Y-DNA tests. However, distinguishing slight 
genetic differences between the distinct branches within this 
Main Plant Family requires more advanced testing, which not 
all participants have undertaken. Further detail is given in 
the website at http://plant.one-name.net/dna.html.

Figure 1: Ancestral locations around Staffordshire of Y-DNA tested Plants

http://plant.one-name.net/dna.html
http://plant.one-name.net/dna.html
http://plant.one-name.net/dna.html
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Several distinct Main Family branches, namely B, C and D, 
appear down the western flank of Staffordshire in Figure 
1. Also, P19a has been thoroughly tested and is genetically 
well separated from all other branches yet known for the 
Main Family, though he is clearly one of its number. He is 
shown with a grey circle in Figure 1, in Birmingham near 
south Staffordshire. The volunteer P49a also is similarly well 
separated from other Main Family branches though there is 
some uncertainty about whether his documentary ancestry 
in NE-Staffs was also earlier in W-Staffs.

Why two differing genetic regions?
Moving on to considering possible reasons for the genetic 
pattern in Figure 1, there are a number of points to consider. 
For example, there is the large growth of the Main 
Plant Family which we have identified to have been 
in W-Staffs in particular.

Generalised growth simulations applicable to the 
large Main Family have indicated that, when several 
different families in a surname exist, there is a good 
chance that at most one will grow comparatively 
large1. Hence, the Main Plant Family could be an 
offshoot from one of the many Plant families of NE-
Staffs that are suggested by the genetic evidence. 
Also of relevance is that, if a family has fortuitously 
grown fast from a single individual, their already 
larger number can be expected thereafter to grow 
at a rate closer to the average for their localities2.

The genetics of the Main Family suggest that its 
branches split early with several branches remaining 
in W-Staffs. Moreover this family’s relatively 
large number can be considered to have become 
somewhat higher than is readily to be expected by 
statistically random chance alone. This raises the 
question of whether any early Plants enjoyed a 
favourable circumstance that could have enhanced 
the chances of a fast early start to their family size.

Were any early Plant families favourably 
placed?
Among those Plants for whom a status is listed, 
the majority are either yeomen or husbandmen in 
surviving wills from the sixteenth century onwards. 
The wills around Staffordshire for that century are 
mapped in Figure 2 and further details are given in 
the website at http://plant.one-name.net/plant_
wills.html. The single circle for Leek corresponds to 
several Plant families making wills. For comparison, 
approximate locations are shown in Figure 3 for ten families 
in the relatively large parish of Leek, according to a 1532-3 
list of families in Staffordshire3.

Our earliest known evidence for the name is for a certain 
Durand Plante in western Normandy in 1180. He was fined for 
fighting ‘a duel upon a duel’4. In the high medieval period, 
Normans are associated with a high self perception of their 
class within an English social order. For early times, such 
duelling as that of Durand can be associated with a status 
near the lowest reaches of being ‘noble’ though, by the 
1230s in France, a lower social group – ‘squire’ – was forming 
and was considered noble, albeit below common knights or 
so-called knights bachelors5.

A somewhat different concept of ‘gentry’ was delayed in 
England until the fourteenth century. An emerging ‘proto-
gentry’ has been discerned in England by the mid-thirteenth 
century, in the form of families associated with knights 
though not knights themselves. However, their right to being 
worthy enough to marry into nobility was being actively 
opposed6.

There are a few sketchy examples of moderately high status 
Plants who are atypical of the majority with the name. It 
seems that there might have been a family of suitably 
privileged Plants whose status helped swell their number in 
a fast start to their growth through the early generations of 
the family.

Around Staffordshire
For the most populous county for Plants, namely Staffordshire, 
there was a John Plant junior who is included in a 1445 list 
of 98 notables of Macclesfield Hundred7; this is just over the 
border from NE-Staffs in east Cheshire. It is unclear if he 
relates to a Sir John Plant in Dublin who, around 1479-84, 
was head of the household of the Archbishop Primate of 
Ireland8. Somewhat later, in 1614, a William Plant bought a 
half share of Heaton (marked ‘W’ in Figure 3) before selling 
it in 1631. Also a majority of the known occupations in Plant 
wills around Leek parish were for yeoman farmers. Together 
these serve to suggest a degree of advantageous status for 
some, albeit distant from a possibly higher status earlier in 
Normandy.

 The locations of the early Staffordshire area Plants fell within 
a feudal context of the Audleys who were a dominant family 

Figure 2: Plant wills around Staffordshire 1501-1600 (counties shaded to reflect 
name frequency in 1881)

http://plant.one-name.net/plant_wills.html
http://plant.one-name.net/plant_wills.html
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with estates across north Staffordshire. They are thought to 
have been, like most in this region, of pre-Norman English 
stock. However, they were close to the great earls of Chester 
who had originated from western Normandy. These earls 
were granted English lands following their role in the 1066 
Norman Conquest of England and they retained this strong 
link with western Normandy: the sixth earl was still actively 
campaigning there in 1230-31.

Following England’s mostly permanent loss of Normandy lands 
in 1204, the local nobility in Staffordshire can be exemplified 
by some holders of the title of sheriff of Staffordshire and 
Shropshire. This was the earl of Chester during 1216-1222, 
then William Longspée in 1223, and then Henry de Audley in 
1227 and 1229. Longspée was an illegitimate son of the king 
Henry II and he and his maternal family had been prominent 
in Normandy before his line married into the Audleys in 1244. 
Further details of these feudal links, between Normandy and 
Staffordshire, are given in the website at http://plant.one-
name.net/NormandyLords.html.

As a further note, deep ancestry Y-DNA testing indicates 
that the precursor of the Main Family of Plants came from 
southern Europe, from near the Pyrenees, though this relates 
to two or three thousand years ago. Unfortunately, there is a 
lack of comparable Y-DNA evidence for France, where home 
genetic testing has been banned and this makes it difficult 
to assess how long the male line of the Main Family might 
have remained in France before reaching England. This 
arrival might have been as early as the Bronze Age, perhaps 
in connection with the Cornish tin trade, or as late as a 
thirteenth century English exodus from Normandy. This is 
discussed further in the website at http://plant.one-name.
net/france.html#genandcult.

Summary
In summary, there might have been a relatively privileged 
early Plant family whose status helped their growth take off 
in a relatively fast start, though their large number can be 
explained at least partly as being just simply fortuitous. Such 
a Plant family appears to have existed along the western 
flank of Staffordshire near Shropshire (Figure 1) where the 
Audley family had their main military bases of Red Castle 
and Heleigh Castle. In Figure 2, Red Castle is around 11 

miles north west from Edgmond and Heleigh Castle is around 
8 miles due west of Stoke on Trent. This same family, the 
Audleys, held considerable pastures across the moorlands of 
NE Staffordshire where the Plant name became particularly 
populous: here, there were several male-line Plant families 
(Figures 1 and 3) that evidently descended from several 
Plants there since early times.

Various meanings have been proposed for the Plant name 
and there is, for example, the meaning ‘living near a 
planted place’ (from the French planté) as well as such an 
occupational meaning as a gardener. There is also an Old 
English usage of the word, as in the ‘planting’ of a church 
or a settlement. The name in NE Staffordshire could perhaps 
have acquired such a sense associated for example with the 
‘planting’ of isolated farmsteads in the moorlands, some 
seemingly (Figure 3) having involved forest clearance in 
Leekfrith10. A more migratory large Plant family in western 
Staffordshire might have originated from some ‘planted 
place’ elsewhere, or in the moorlands perhaps at Dieulacres 
Abbey (marked ‘D’ in Figure 3). This abbey was ‘planted’ 
at the bottom of the frith by the earl of Chester, often 
called the last great Norman earl, in his donated lands 
in 1214-20. Its core lands adjoined the Audley manor of 
Horton with Gratton (‘H’ in Figure 3). This is discussed in 
further detail in the website at http://plant.one-name.
net/LongspeeAudley.html#meaning and http://plant.one-
name.net/NormandyLords.html#Conclusions.

Referring back to Figure 1, there are clearly clusters of 
members of the Main Family in pockets centred roughly on the 
border of North-East Staffordshire with Cheshire. A central 
tenet of population genetics is that a population’s greatest 
genetic diversity is in its geographical region of origin. The 
genetic diversity of Plants in NE Staffordshire is so great 
however that it must have originated from long before the 
times of late-medieval surname formation and this indicates 
that the name was multi-origin here, apparently coined for 
several different families in keeping with the map in Figure 
3; this map is for just the Staffordshire records detailed 
at http://plant.one-name.net/1532-3StaffsFamDetails.
html omitting any early Plants in Cheshire to the north. The 
genetic diversity within the Main Family of Plants is greatest 
in West Staffordshire suggesting that a precursor of it was 
here, perhaps originating nearby, or arriving early from 
a little further such as from amongst the many medieval 
Plant families of NE Staffordshire. The presence of known 
precursors of numerous small families in this general region 
supports the notion that, for some reason perhaps lost to 
history, the surname Plant was relatively common here in 
the late Middle Ages and that one of the families with this 
surname, due to luck or status or some combination, grew to 
a size well beyond that of the others. n
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http://plant.one-name.net/NormandyLords.html
http://plant.one-name.net/NormandyLords.html
http://plant.one-name.net/france.html#genandcult
http://plant.one-name.net/france.html#genandcult
http://plant.one-name.net/LongspeeAudley.html#meaning
http://plant.one-name.net/LongspeeAudley.html#meaning
http://plant.one-name.net/NormandyLords.html#Conclusions
http://plant.one-name.net/NormandyLords.html#Conclusions
http://plant.one-name.net/1532-3StaffsFamDetails.html
http://plant.one-name.net/1532-3StaffsFamDetails.html
http://plant.one-name.net/earlyRecs.html
http://plant.one-name.net/plant_docs.html#durand1180
http://plant.one-name.net/plant_docs.html#durand1180
http://plant.one-name.net/plant_docs.html#1445
http://plant.one-name.net/plant_docs.html#1479
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/staffs/vol7/pp78-83


Journal of One-Name Studies, April-June 202014

The Story of the Shaw Family

by John S Sermon (Member 197)

Introduction  
This is the story of my wife’s Shaw family, who appeared 
to come from East Warwickshire.

In my conversations with Pam’s 
parents, photo on the left 
(taken c.1958), and relatives, 
I brought up the subject of the 
Shaw Family and its origins. The 
family knew very little of their 
ancestry, other than the relatives 
they could actually remember 
had lived mainly around the 
border of Warwickshire and 
Northamptonshire, between 
Southam, Daventry and Rugby. 
There was a story that they 
originated from Scotland and 
had been itinerant shepherds. 
This was strengthened by the 
knowledge that Pam’s great-

great-grandfather had been a shepherd, at some time or 
another.

Pam had a number of relatives living around Stockton, 
Warwickshire, and also in Coventry, who we only ever met 
at weddings and funerals, but never really got to know. 
Most were employed either at the Rugby cement works or in 
industry in Coventry. Sadly most are no longer with us. 

Most of their descendants were girls and it was highly possible 
that the name could die out in that part of Warwickshire. I 
had always vowed to make a study of the family before that 
happened.

During a pause in researching my own family, I decided to 
look further into Pam’s and see what I could find. At no 
time was there any indication that the family had Romany 
traveller roots.

This is the results of that research, which has been a very 
interesting journey into a part of the country I got to know 
well. I had some previous knowledge of the area having 
been stationed for some time at RAF Bletchley and had 
later worked at Milton Keynes Development Corporation, 
which brought me into contact with the villages I was now 
researching. So in about the 1980s I started to ask questions!

Stockton Warwickshire
Pam’s father, William Arnold Shaw was born in Stockton on 
4 July 1899, eldest son of William Richard and Rose Ann 
Southam (Arnold) Shaw. From birth he was always known 
as Arnold, or rather Arnie. The only time he was known 
as William was when he volunteered to join the Army at 
seventeen, serving in the Berkshire Regiment in Flanders, 

Ypres and in the Middle East where he was guarding Turkish 
prisoners of war. I know very little of his war experiences as 
he died in June 1962 and I kick myself that I did not make 
more enquiries while he was alive. 

On 24 December 1923 Arnie married Gladys Emily Dyas at 
Lickey Church. He was a grocer starting as an apprentice 
to his uncle, in Broadway Worcestershire, and rising to be 
manager of a branch of the Co-operative Society in Catshill, 
near Bromsgrove. Their children were; Sylvia born 1924, 
William Anthony born 1927, Mavis born 1929, Barbara born 
1934 and Gladys Pamela born 1937, always known as Pamela, 
or preferably Pam. 

Arnie came from a large family of brothers and sisters, all 
born in Stockton, Warwickshire, consisting of Doris Mary 
Nancy born 16 January 1898, William Arnold born 1899, 
Ronald born January 1902, Clarence born 1904, Margery Rose 
born 1906, Enid Blanche born 1908, Gertrude Elizabeth born 
1912 and Rowena Gwendoline born 1914. Ronald married 
Ada, surname unknown. Unfortunately his family died out, 
but I will give details of his family a little later on. 

Arnie’s parents were William Richard Shaw, born 11 May 
1869 at Pike Hall, Leamington Hastings, Warwickshire, the 
son of John Shaw. Arnie’s mother Rose Ann Southam Arnold 
was born in 1873 in Southam Warwickshire. William Shaw and 
Rose Arnold married in Stockton Church 18 February 1896. 
They lived together all their lives in Stockton, Warwickshire.

Arnie’s brother Ronald married Ada, and lived most of their 
lives in Coventry, Ronald working on the railways and I know 
very little of him or his life there.

They had two sons Ronald and Colin. Ronald served in the 
British Army during World War Two and was taken prisoner, 
being sent to a camp in Italy somewhere near Bologna. 
When Italy capitulated on the collapse of the Fascist Italian 
Government, Ronald managed to escape and was hidden by 
a family in the area. At the end of War Ronald married Eole 
the daughter of the family that protected him.
 
Ronald and Eole came to Coventry after the war and ran a 
garage and petrol station for some years, bringing up their 
two sons there. When eventually Ronald retired he and Eole 
went to Italy with their children. Sadly tragedy struck and his 
children were killed in various accidents and there are now 
no Shaws alive in Italy. 

I have no idea what happened to Colin after his marriage and 
divorce in Coventry, though I have searched with no success.

The Northampton Connection
William Richard Shaw, photo below, with his wife Rose 
(taken c.1920s), his parents were John Shaw born 1840 in 
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Staverton, Northants and Sarah 
Ann (Muscott), born in Badby, 
near Staverton, Northants in 
1844. They were married in 
Badby Church in 1864. 

William Richard had a brother 
John George born 1864, who 
married Amelia Ann Cox, from 
St Helier, in 1892 in Stockton, 
Warwickshire. They had two 
children; Percy George born 
1892 and Mary Elizabeth, born 
1894, both in Stockton. William 
Richard also had two sisters; 
Olive Mary, who married James 
Moreton, and Marianne. The 

family lived in Stockton. John, born 1840 was the son of 
John Shaw born in 1800 in Staverton, Northamptonshire and 
Emma, surname unknown. They married in 1824 in Hellidon, 
Northants and had nine children of whom William Richard 
was the youngest and lived most of their lives in Stockton. 
There do not appear to be any Shaws now living in Stockton, 
though there must be some descendants, but with different 
surnames living in and around Staverton and Stockton.

John’s father was Thomas Shaw who married Susannah 
Chambers in Staverton in 1799. I had no idea where Thomas 
came from and he certainly was not born in Staverton, I had 
hit a brick wall. This remained so for some some years, while 
I got on with other things, occasionally looking through any 
records that I might see, or come across.

Thomas and Susannah had three children, a son and two 
daughters, all born in Staverton, but where did Thomas come 
from?

It was while I was trawling through Northamptonshire  
records  that I came across Thomas Shaw living in Daventry 
and recorded as being Northamptonshire born in Flore, 
Northamptonshire on 26 March 1781, the son of Adam and 
Esther Shaw. I could not believe my luck. I should be able to 
progress even further back. 

A family of Itinerant Basket Makers
Thomas, born 1781 was the eldest son of Adam Shaw and 
Esther, née Billingham, married 3 December 1780. Adam 
came from a family of itinerant Basket Makers, then living 
and working in the village. He and Esther had five children; 
three boys Thomas, William and John, and two girls Elizabeth 
and Mary all born in Flore. 

Adam was born 4 October 1754 in Flore. He was the son 
of Adam Shaw baptised 8 January 1720 and Elizabeth née 
Faulkner, baptised 27 March 1720 both in Flore, and married 
4 February 1744. Adam was the youngest of five children; 
Mary born 1743, Joseph born 1749, Samuel born 1751, Mary 
born 1752.

Adam, born 1720, was the son of Adam Shaw born 1694 in 
Flore, and Mary, surname unknown, born c.1694, location 
not known. Adam and Mary had three sons and one daughter; 
Adam born 1717 and died within seven days, Elizabeth 
baptised 8 March 1718, Adam baptised 8 January 1720 and 
William baptised 27 September 1745, all in Flore. 

Adam born 1694 was also the son of an Adam Shaw who 
was born c.1672 somewhere around Northampton, I am still 
searching for his birth details, and he was most likely the son 
of another Adam Shaw born locally c.1650. 

Adam (b.1694) had two brothers; Samuel born c.1698, and 
John born c.1701, with a sister Ann born c.1705 all in Flore, 
where Ann was married. 

Conclusion 
From my research I have made, it would appear that Adam, 
Samuel, John and Ann moved into Flore and set up a small 
basket-making business there close to the River Nene with 
an ample supply of willow or withies. This enabled them to 
keep up the supply of baskets. Some of the family travelled 
around fairs and shows selling their wares.

One should remember that before the days of plastic 
containers, baskets were used for every conceivable means 
of storage and transport of goods, from china to eggs and 
fruit. I can personally remember when bird cages for taking 
fowl to market, were willow baskets. Country shows had 
large stalls selling all manner of baskets for farming, industry 
and domestic use.

I remember as a child, carrier bags made of plaited reeds. 
We lived in a more eco–friendly environment then.

To keep up with demand, it was a logical move to set up 
a cottage industry close to the source of material for its 
manufacture, and in the process settle down and over a 
number of generations become part of the village life. It is 
interesting to consider how often this must have happened to 
other families with Romany origins and become completely 
forgotten in time, as must have happened with my wife 
Pam’s family.

It has been a great treat to try and unravel this complex 
family. Much more needs to be done and I must get round to 
finding the time. n

John is studying the surname Sermon with variants 
Serman, Sirman, Sirmon, Surman, Surmon and can be 
contacted at john.sermon@one-name.org

William Shaw and Gladys Dyas, Holy Trinity Church Lickey, 
December 1923

mailto:john.sermon%40one-name.org?subject=
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A Geordie Mystery - Who was 
Samuel Horseman?

by Sue Horsman (Member 3446)

When I set up my new website via the Guild Members 
Website Project, I was finally able to link the 
Horsman/Horseman men who had died in WW1, to 

their families. On my original web site I had already identified 
all except one of the British casualties. The one remaining 
mystery was Samuel Horseman, who died in 1916 aged 33. 
The Commonwealth War Graves site, and the claim on his 
pension, gave his mother as Isabella Horseman of Newcastle-
upon-Tyne. Sadly his army service records do not exist.

I was aware of a Samuel Horsman, born in Newcastle in 1886, 
whose mother was Sarah Isabella, but he died in 1946, so it 
couldn’t be him. There were no obvious births in Newcastle, 
or indeed anywhere.

I stopped searching for a while whilst I was fully occupied 
loading data onto my new website, but eventually re-started  
my search. I soon found Samuel Horseman (aged 7) in 1891 
in Seaham Street, in the Westgate area of Newcastle, son of 
Samuel Horseman (aged 38) and his wife (who seemed to be 
S. Jane), aged 36. Both Samuels said that they were born in 
Newcastle. Another problem: there was no suitable birth for 
Samuel senior (anywhere).

In 1901 the family was at 57 Buckingham Street, with Samuel 
senior (aged 45), wife Isabella (41) and Samuel Jnr. (18). 
Again both Samuels said they were born in Newcastle.

The trail then went cold, as there was no sign of the family in 
1911. There was however a GRO reference for a marriage of 
an Isabella Horseman in 1904 in Newcastle. Using the Guild 
Marriage Index I discovered that the marriage was not in an 
Anglican church. As I had no other suspects for this marriage, 
and was becoming irritated by the family, I decided to buy 
the marriage certificate (before the price went up).

The certificate arrived, for an Isabella Horseman, (aged 
43, widow) to a Jonathan Ryle, with her address being 57 
Buckingham Street. Her father was William Winter, a Coffee 
Roaster.

So, back to the 1911 census, looking for Isabella and Jonathan 
Ryle. Failure again, until I removed the surname and found 
them at 57 Buckingham Street, indexed under Pyle. There I 
found Jonathan Ryle and Isabella, aged 51. Son Samuel was 
27, born at Seaham Street, Newcastle, but was now called 
Samuel John Ryle.

But what had happened to Samuel senior? There was no sign 
of a death in Newcastle, but there was one for a Samuel 
Horseman aged 50 in Durham in 1902, which was about the 
right age for Samuel senior.

Rather than buying yet another certificate, a bit of fishing
was the answer. Samuel Horseman had been transferred from

Newcastle prison to Durham Prison on 30 April 1902 to serve a 
two-month sentence. However, on 2 June he had jumped 25 
feet from a balcony and was transferred the following day to 
hospital, where he died a week later. He was from Buckham 
Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. A verdict of suicide was returned 
at his inquest, and it was reported that when interrogated 
in hospital he said he did not want to meet his wife again.

That begged the question: Why didn’t he  want to meet his 
wife again? The participants of Rootschat Northumberland 
solved that one. Whilst there were no newspaper reports, 
someone found the records of the magistrates’ court. Samuel 
had been convicted of assault, with the complainant being 
Isabella Horseman [his wife]. No wonder he didn’t want to 
see her again.

After that deviation I was still no wiser about who either 
Samuel was. I had secretly hoped that the court would say he 
was using an alias. Also there were no obvious marriages of 
any Samuel to any Isabella in the Newcastle area.

Having failed with Samuel senior I decided to follow Isabella 
Winter’s past, looking for clues. I soon found her with her 
father William Winter, a Coffee Roaster; in the Westgate 
area, where in 1851 she was aged 1, and in 1861 aged 11. She 
was born in about 1850. I then found that she was married in 
1869 to a Martin John Cunningham, with her father’s details 
as per her marriage to Mr Ryle. In 1871 she was 23. Isabella 
then vanishes until 1883 when she gives birth to Samuel. Had 
she gone back with Martin to Ireland, where he was from? 
Looking at her age in subsequent census records, she seems 
to have reduced her age by about 10 years when she settled 
down with Samuel Horseman.

Isabella’s past was providing no clues, so back to Samuel 
Jnr. Using FMP’s inclusion of mother’s maiden name for early 
records, I looked at every Samuel (irrespective of surname) 
born in Newcastle in about 1884, with a mother’s maiden 
name of Winter. There were two: Samuel Waters and Samuel 
Percival (but he died 10 years later).

However, as this search was going to involve money, I wanted
to be sure that Samuel Waters had survived, so I looked at 
deaths for Samuel Waters in Newcastle. Down a snake! –
there were two deaths.
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So back to Births, looking for any Samuel Waters, irrespective 
of mother’s maiden name. There were three.

As it was obvious that this was not going to be resolved 
by buying certificates on-line I wrote to the Registrar at 
Newcastle, requesting the birth certificate of the Samuel 
Waters, whose mother’s maiden name was Winter, provided 
he was not one of the ones who had died.

I then received a phone call from the Registrar’s office, 
saying that they had only ONE entry for a Samuel Waters in 

the September quarter indexes of 1883, and it wasn’t the 
one I wanted. Back down another snake!

I then asked for a favour – could they check the deaths to 
see if either tied up with the birth record they had. Success, 
neither of the deaths matched the birth I was looking for. 
This was the ladder I was looking for. I ordered the certificate 
online.

Looking at the address, Samuel was born in Seaham Street, 
which ties up nicely to earlier census records.

So, to conclude, I now know that the Samuel Horseman 
who was killed in 1916 was in fact Samuel Waters. But why 
the family changed their name from Waters to Horseman I 
suspect I will never know. n

Sue is studying the surname Horsman with variants 
Horsaman, Horseman and can be contacted at horsman@
one-name.org

Teece: a different approach to 
preserving a study

In June 2019, an email was sent to the Guild mailbox by a 
member of the public asking who might be taking over the 
Teece study following the death of Brian Teece in February 

2019. This came as something of a shock – at that stage, we had 
not been advised of the sad news that Brian had died. A Google 
search bought up a death notice which confirmed the news, 
and also a Deceased Estates notice in the Gazette inviting 
interested parties to contact the Executor/Administrator. 

I wrote to the address shown in the Gazette – and received 
some exciting news: in his will, Brian had not only left his 
research papers and computer files to the Guild but also a 
legacy “with the expressed wish that such sum be utilised for 
the purpose of maintaining and furthering research into the 
genealogy of my surname”.

However, things were not as easy as they seemed. Although 
Brian left to the Guild “all my computerised genealogical 
records and other written material relating to the family 
history of my surname”, it became clear that the executor 
could not locate these files or papers. Brian had established 
extensive contacts with others interested in the name, and we 
did receive some correspondence files – but there was no trace 
of key documents, such as certificates and other research 
papers. It was also not possible to obtain the computer files, 
though Brian did have a website.

The Guild Committee discussed how we could best approach 
this, and whether we might develop a different approach to 
preserving this study. It seemed clear that the main focus 
of Brian’s study had been on family reconstruction, and this 
could be continued by loading the data we had received into a 

Guild website under the Members Website Project. This would 
allow us to meet Brian’s wish to both maintain and further his 
research. 

I volunteered to take on the role of handling the initial data 
set up. Brian had created a number of main family trees, 
generally tracing back to the English counties of Shropshire 
and Staffordshire where the name is most frequent. There is 
a pattern of the name moving from rural villages to the coal 
mines and ironworks of the West Midlands, and then on to 
Lancashire and Yorkshire, and migration to the United States, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

It has been possible to extend Brian’s research by using some 
sources that he had not extensively used, such as the 1939 
Census in England and Wales. Some queries could be resolved 
by using the mother’s maiden name in the GRO birth index for 
England and Wales for births before 1911, and some funds have 
been used to purchase BMD certificates and wills where these 
might be helpful. It has also been possible to add more detail 
to some of the female lines.

The study website can be seen at https://teece.one-name.
net. If you have any Teeces in your study, do please take a look 
at the study website or get in touch with me.

At the time of writing there is still more to be done to capture 
all of Brian’s work into the new website. It has been an 
interesting project for me, working with a name with which I 
have no connection and trying to deal with some of the puzzles 
left by Brian. I hope we have been able to go some way to 
fulfilling Brian’s wishes. For the future I hope to find someone 
to take over the study and the website, so that I can return to 
my own study n

Stephen Daglish

mailto:horsman%40one-name.org?subject=
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The Families They Left Behind - 
Mayflower 400 Commemorations 
- Can you help?

by Maureen Selley (Member 3445)

This year commemorates the 400th anniversary of the 
sailing of the Mayflower, with its last port of call 
Plymouth, Devon. After a series of mishaps, repairs and 

transfer of passengers from the Speedwell, in September 
1620 the Mayflower finally left England from Plymouth, with 
most of those on board intending to settle in the New World. 
The passengers included eleven from the Speedwell, after 
she had been declared unseaworthy and 37 members of the 
Separatist Leiden congregation, who would later be known 
as the Pilgrims. The remainder were travelling for economic 
reasons. 74 were men and 28 were women, with 18 listed as 
servants, 13 of whom were attached to Separatist families. 
There were 31 children on board, with one child (aptly 
named Oceanus) born during the voyage. The crew was led 
by Captain Christopher Jones, who was born in Harwich. The 
total number of crew members is unknown, but several are 
listed.

As a Plymothian I had always been told (and taught children) 
that the Mayflower left on 6 September 1620 and after 66 days, 
the ship dropped anchor on 11 November 1620, off Cape Cod. 
These were Julian calendar old style dates. Edward Winslow 
wrote in Mourt’s Relation, published in 1622, “Wednesday, 
the sixth of September……………we loosed from Plymouth, 
having been kindly entertained and courteously used by 
divers friends there dwelling, and after many difficulties 
…….upon the ninth of November we espied ….Cape Cod.” 
Dated 11 November 1620, the Mayflower Compact was signed 
by 41 men on board the ship, which was anchored in the 
lee of Cape Cod. The passengers were no longer within the 
jurisdiction of the charter granted to them in England by 
the Virginia Company, so a new compact (agreement) was 
prepared and agreed. Annoyingly, the groups that are part 
of Mayflower 400 in UK and US have decided to adopt the 
Gregorian calendar new style dates, adding 10 days to each 
of the above: 16 September and 21 November 1620.

I remember watching the Mayflower replica as it sailed out 
of Plymouth Sound on 20 April 1957 and I have quite a few 
commemorative items from Mayflower 350 commemorations 
in 1970, but I hadn’t started FH research then. Mayflower 
400 has given me the opportunity to organise a Mayflower 
International Genealogical Conference on behalf of Devon 
FHS in the 800 seat Plymouth Guildhall. Speakers from 
the USA, Leiden and the UK have been booked and many 
are known to GOONS members. I hope some Devon based 
members will be able to attend.  

Of course, I checked if any of the Mayflower passengers’ 
names were registered GOONS names. I found just one and 
contacted that member, Brian Margetson (6611). He said that 
he knew of the Mayflower connection and was able to give 
me five baptisms in Swannington, Norfolk, all with father 
Robert Margetson: Elizabeth (24 Nov 1577), Bridget (12 
Jun 1579), Robert (25 Feb 1581), John (17 May 1584) and 
Edmund (23 Nov 1586). Edmond/Edmund Margesson sailed 
on the Mayflower and was one of 41 men who signed the 
“Mayflower Compact” and described as a free man. He died 
during the first winter, probably between January and March 
1621. Brian has no further information on the family.

Crew members with registered GOONS surnames are Robert 
Coppin, master’s mate, Thomas English, seaman and Giles 
Heale, ship’s surgeon. Surnames not registered, but listed by 
GOONS members as “Other Surname Interests” are Brown, 
Clarke, Cook, Hopkins, Turner and Williamson.

The towns and villages of origin of the majority of 
passengers and crew are listed on an interactive map on 
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/education/ It was this 
interactive map which gave me the idea of the “Families 
they left behind” project. Much has been written about 
the Mayflower passengers after their arrival in America. 
The New England Historic Genealogical Society together 
with the General Society of Mayflower Descendants have 
compiled birth, baptism, marriage, death and burial records 
through five generations of 50 of the 51 Pilgrims known to 
have descendants, but very little is known about their family 
members who did not venture across the Atlantic.

The Mayflower passengers and crew came from: Tingrith 
and Henlow in Beds, Welford near Newbury in Berks, Bristol, 
Fenstanton and Wisbech in Cambs, Harwich and Great 
Burstead in Essex, Rotherwick, Upper Clatford, Hursley 
and Winchester in Hants, Watford and Therfield in Herts, 
Sandwich and Canterbury in Kent, Eccleston and Chorley in 
Lancs, Swannington in Leics, East Halton in Lincs, London, 
Redenhall, Norwich and Great Yarmouth in Norfolk, Scrooby 
and Babworth, Sturton-le-Steeple and Worksop in Notts, 
Shipton and Stanton in Shropshire, Ipswich, Stratford St Mary 
and Chattisham in Suffolk, Dorking in Surrey, Crowhurst in 
Sussex, Droitwich in Worcs, Austerfield and Doncaster in 

https://www.mayflower400uk.org/education/
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South Yorks. Other places involved in the Mayflower 400 
commemorations are: Gainsborough, Boston, Immingham, 
Southwark, Rotherhithe, Southampton, Dartmouth and 
Leiden in Holland. If you have researched any of the 
passengers’ origins, you may have also traced the families 
forward. There could be living descendants who have no 
idea of their ancestors’ Mayflower connections. If I receive 
enough information about the families left behind, I plan to 
produce a booklet to coincide with the Conference.

In searching for speakers, I found a website: Shropshire’s 
Mayflower Children, which relates a fascinating account of 
four children, whose mother was Katharine More of Shipton, 
Shropshire. At the age of 23, Katherine’s father arranged her 
marriage to her 17-year-old cousin, Samuel More. In 1616 
Katherine’s four children were rejected by her husband, who 
named Jacob (James) Blakeway as their father. Samuel More 
said the children had “the apparent likeness & resemblance 
… to Jacob Blakeway”. Jacob Blakeway was charged with 
adultery by Samuel More and convicted, but he disappeared 
before the fine levied could be collected. I contacted GOONS 
member Miss Olwen Britton (2794), who has Blakeway as a 
registered study. She has over 9,000 events on her Ancestry 
website: those with the Blakeway name, those married to a 
Blakeway, and those who have Blakeway as a second name, 
either hyphenated or not with another surname. Miss Britton 
hasn’t been in contact with any of Jacob’s descendants and 
has no further information on where Jacob/James may have 
gone. 

Samuel More arranged for the children to be sent to Virginia 
on the Mayflower, although their mother tried unsuccessfully 
to challenge his plans. William Brewster, Edward Winslow 
and John Carver agreed that in caring for the four children, 
they would “see that they should be sufficiently kept and 
maintained with meate drinke apparell lodginge and other 
necessaries and that at the end of seaven Yeers they should 
have 50 acres of land a peece in the Countrey of Virginia.” 
Sadly, the Mayflower didn’t reach Virginia, but anchored 
off Cape Cod, 600 miles from Virginia. Three of the four 
children’s lives were brief. 

Mary More aged 4, was William Brewster’s servant. She died 
during the winter of 1620/1621. Mary and Ellen are named 
on the Pilgrim Memorial Tomb in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

Ellen (Elinor) More aged 8, was a servant to Edward Winslow. 
She died in January 1621 after the arrival of Mayflower in 
Cape Cod harbour. Her brother, Jasper More aged 7, was 
indentured to John Carver. Jasper died a few weeks after 
his sister Mary, on 6 December, 1620. It is thought that both 
were buried ashore in unmarked graves. 

Richard More aged 6, was indentured to William Brewster.  
He lived into his eighties and is buried in the Charter Street 
Burial Ground in Salem, Massachusetts. He is the only 
Mayflower passenger to have his gravestone still where it 
was originally placed sometime in the mid-1690s. Also buried 
nearby in the same cemetery were his wives Christian Hunter 
More and Jane (Crumpton) More. 

Plymouth’s role in the lives of the Mayflower’s passengers is 
minimal. There is no record of the Mayflower or Speedwell in 
the Plymouth Port Books, which for tax purposes only include 
details of merchant ships trading between Plymouth and 
coastal and foreign ports. The Mayflower Steps in Plymouth 
were built in 1934, on a jetty on The Barbican. It is said that 
the actual embarkation point is under the nearby Admiral 
MacBride pub’s ladies’ toilet. This building is set back from 
the sea, but in the seventeenth century its footprint was on 
the edge of the quay.

The Mayflower Exhibitions in The Box during the next two 
years aim to tell a very different story from the traditional 
one told to date, including information about the Wampanoag 
people, whose lands were taken from them by the settlers. 
The Box opens on 16 May 2020 with the combined collections 
of the Plymouth and West Devon Record Office, the Plymouth 
City Museum and Art Gallery, the Plymouth Local Studies 
Library, the South West Film and Television Archive, the 
South West Image Bank and some collections on loan from 
the Devonport Naval Heritage Centre. I spoke at the ground 
breaking ceremony and have had several “hard hat” tours of 
the buildings. If you have interests in the Plymouth and West 
Devon areas, have a look inside The Box. n

Maureen is studying the surname Praed with variants 
Praad, Prade, Praid and can be contacted at maureen.
selley@one-name.org

Mayflower International Genealogical Conference

mailto:maureen.selley%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:maureen.selley%40one-name.org?subject=
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/events/2020/august-2020/mayflower-international-genealogical-conference?fbclid=IwAR37mfGEv8JPQNpquxmIvLBQKDSSX-HZHnkbp8tY_zPGkMYF7kvU50S9Cos


Journal of One-Name Studies, April-June 202020

“Less Conventional Lives” 
Seminar Report
Littleton, Hampshire

22 February 2020
by Liz Craig (Member 4811)

Was Your Ancestor a Gypsy? 
Beverley Walker, Chair of the Romany and 
Traveller FHS, got 

the day got off to an excellent 
start.  Gypsy is a corruption of 
the word ‘Egyptian’ (as it was 
originally assumed they had 
come from Little Egypt) and 
is spelled with a capital ‘G’ as 
they are a recognised ethnic 
group. Not all travellers are 
Gypsies. Initially Gypsies 
used to sleep in barns, then used bender tents, and later 
caravans, examples of which can be seen at the Gordon 
Boswell Romany Museum and the Hartlebury Castle Museum. 
Gypsies were respected in the countryside as being hard 
workers, and for their knowledge in herbal remedies. They 
travelled in family groups and would be welcomed back to 
the same farms each year to take on seasonal agricultural 
work. Their occupations, as they appear in official records, 
were recorded as whatever they were doing at the time and 
included basket-making, knife-grinding, and making paper or 
wooden flowers. 

There are certain surnames 
which are associated with 
Gypsies, examples local to 
Hampshire include Boswell, 
Doe and Loveridge. The 
Society has published 
several surname-specific 
genealogies. There are some 
Gypsy words that we might 
recognise, like wonga, cushti 

and mush.

Births weren’t always registered, but you may find a baptism, 
not necessarily where the child was born, but there will be 
a connection to that place. Marriages may occur after the 
births of the children. Don’t assume they didn’t leave a will! 
There was no requirement to record anyone living in boats, 
barges, in barns and sheds, tents, or in the open air in the 
1841 & 1851 censuses, but you may find them. From 1861 they 
should be recorded, often listed at the end of the district. 
From 1871 they should appear where they were found. 

You may find them in criminal records or in newspapers, 
sometimes just for being a Gypsy, for allowing horses to stray, 
not having a pedlar’s license, or camping on the highway. 
Previously the spelling Gipsy was used, so search using both 
spellings. 

The Fairground Calendar 

Graham Downie, Chair of the 
Fairground Association of Great 
Britain.
Graham told us that fairgrounds 
& showmen typically associated 
themselves with the agricultural 
fairs, many of which had existed 
since medieval times, and the current 
fairground calendar reflects that. Consequently May is a very 
busy month for fairs, as the sowing and lambing had finished, 
and there was a lull in agricultural work. The fairground 
calendar goes quiet over the summer period which would 
traditionally have been harvest time. Most fairs benefitted 
from the introduction of Bank Holidays in the 1870s, as it 
gave people time to attend the fairs. 

Graham took us on a year-long tour of the fairgrounds in the 
UK. In the past, as today, the showmen had to dismantle 
and pack up very quickly. The ‘circuit’ of fairs was inherited 
from their forefathers; it is not practical to travel from one 
end of the country to the other. ‘Awake’ fairs began as a 
celebration of the opening of a new church, and people 
would stay awake in the church and attend a feast and fair 
the following day. At ‘Mop’ fairs; men would wear something 
in their lapels to indicate their profession to prospective 
employers, e.g. a thatcher would wear a piece of straw, a 
shepherd some wool. In some areas there was a ‘runaway’ 
fair, so if the new employee didn’t like their master, or vice 
versa, they had another chance to be hired again. You can 
find more information on these websites: Dingles Fairground 
Heritage Centre, National Fairground & Circus Archive at 
the University of Sheffield. 

From Fine Fabrics to Fur and 
Feathers – 
Peter de Dulin, Dulin One-Name Study. 
Peter introduced us to his ancestor 
Joseph Earl James, the self-styled 
“Emperor of Truro”, an entrepreneur 
extraordinaire. Peter found his 
ancestor, having travelled widely as 
a hawker of textiles, in 1821 working 
as the proprietor of a travelling 

menagerie, the star of which was his bonassus (a type of wild 
ox). There was great rivalry between menageries. I’d heard of 
Wombwell’s Menagerie; I once researched a friend’s ancestor, 
whose will included a bequest of a lion tamer’s stick that 
he’d won for having been brave enough to enter the lion’s 
cage at Wombwell’s Menagerie! He was a taxidermist and had 

https://rtfhs.org.uk
https://rtfhs.org.uk
http://www.fagb.co.uk
http://www.fagb.co.uk
http://Dingles Fairground Heritage Centrehttps://www.fairground-heritage.org.uk
http://Dingles Fairground Heritage Centrehttps://www.fairground-heritage.org.uk
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/nfca
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stuffed an animal that had 
died during the Menagerie’s 
visit. Peter had great success 
tracing Joseph through 
newspapers, as menageries 
were often mentioned 
either for advertising their 
presence or for animals 
attacking people or escaping. 
Menageries declined in the 

20th century and some combined with circuses. 

Searching for Theatrical Ancestors - Professor 
Katharine Cockin, Department of Literature, Film and 

Theatrical Studies, Essex University.
Theatrical ancestors may be found 
in the Ellen Terry Archive. Katharine 
was cataloguing the items in the Ellen 
Terry Archive at Smallhythe Place, and 
was contacted by family historians 
who’d come across the archive 
while googling their ancestors. An 
opportunity arose to apply for funding 
to help the project develop its reach, 

and the project as you see it today was born. It includes play 
programmes, photos, letters, financial papers, ephemera 
and more – all catalogued to item level. 

Play programmes are name-rich sources and can also be a 
great source of local and social history, as they frequently 
contain adverts for local businesses. Be aware that your 
ancestors may have used stage names or pseudonyms, and 
those who worked behind the scenes are less likely to be 
mentioned. 

Katharine is writing a book on researching theatrical ancestors 
which will be published through Pen & Sword. She’s looking 
for examples to use in her book, so do contact her if you 
have any theatrical ancestors! You may find ancestors in the 
V&A archive, or the Radio Times Archive. 

The Remarkable Crichton: 
my elusive fascinating 
controversial ancestor – 
Gillian Hunter 
I’m sure many attendees were envious 
of Gillian in having such a fascinating 
ancestor as her great great grandfather, 
Edward Barnes Crichton (1827-1891). 
The 1881 and 1891 censuses found 
him working as a licensed victualler and retired publican. 
He kept a family register in his own handwriting which gave 
the birthplaces of his children as being born in Prussia, 
Russia, France and London. When Edward died in 1891 he 
left over £7,000.00 pounds which was a small fortune at the 
time so where did he get his money and why did he travel 
so widely? In 2000, Gillian finally discovered his professional 
name – Mr Edwin Edwards, and in 2009 found a photograph 
of him online which had been sold at auction. It revealed 
his occupation – he was a clown, who also appeared with his 
troop of performing dogs, some of which were even named 
in newspaper reports! Gillian is keen to find out more, and is 
writing a book about her ancestor.

Even though I don’t have ancestors with such unconventional 
lives, my ancestors would have come across them, and this 
seminar gave me a fascinating insight into people whose lives 
were rather more unusual than my own ancestors! n

Liz is studying the surname Denman with variants Dinman, 
Dunman and Willsman with variants Wellsman, Welsman, 
Wilsman and can be contacted at liz.craig@one-name.
org

Photos courtesy of Sue Swalwell

What You Get at 
RootsTech London

Breakthrough Sessions
Choose from over 150 
sessions led by the world’s 
most recognisable experts. 
Learn from decades of 
knowledge on topics such 
as DNA, building your family 
tree, and research hacks—

things you can directly apply 
to break down brick walls and 
discover your story. The full 
schedule will be announced 
in the coming weeks.

Exhibition Hall
Find something new by 
exploring the exciting 
exhibition hall, with more 
than 100 stands! It’s the 

perfect place to discover 
what’s new and interact with 
the latest technologies.

Discovery Experiences
Every experience you have 
at RootsTech is designed to 
lead you to discover. Learn 
how to unlock the door 
to your family’s past by 
combining historical records, 
innovative technologies, and 
human interaction.

Expand your Network
Build lasting relationships 
and share ideas with people 

just like you, as well as with 
thought leaders and expert 
genealogists from around the 
world.

Keynote Speakers
Be uplifted and inspired by 
an all-star lineup of keynote 
speakers. RootsTech London 
2019, keynotes included 
Dan Snow, Kadeena Cox, and 
Donny Osmond. Submit your 
email below to be the first to 
know when the 2020 keynote 

speakers are announced. 

REGISTER

https://www.essex.ac.uk/people/cocki28306/katharine-cockin
mailto:liz.craig%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:liz.craig%40one-name.org?subject=
https://rootstech2020london.smarteventscloud.com/portal/login.ww
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Fred Willing: Hidden in Plain Sight

by June Willing (Member 2117)

During the Battle of Britain, in 1940, there were few 
more dangerous places to work in the UK than an 
aircraft factory. In an attempt to cripple the RAF, 

Reichsmarschall Hermann Goering had ordered the German 
Luftwaffe to target them. On 11 September 1940, the 
Cunliffe-Owen aircraft factory in Southampton was bombed. 
Due to the large amount of fuel in the factory, this started 
a fire in which over fifty people were killed, including an 
apprentice named Fred Grosvenor Willing, who was just 19 
years of age.

I first became aware of Fred in 1997, when I came across 
a seven volume work called Civilian War Dead 1939-45 in a 
library. This data is now in the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission online database.

The entry for Fred reads as follows:

I had just begun what was at that time the lengthy process 
of extracting birth, marriage and death index entries 
for England and Wales from the index books, so I did not 
know who Fred or his father Cecil were. As the extraction 
progressed, I was rather surprised to find that there was no 
sign in the indexes of Fred’s birth, which should have taken 
place around 1920/1. Nor could I find a birth for his father 
Cecil George Henry Willing, or a marriage for Cecil and 
Edythe. I also failed to find them in Scotland or Northern 
Ireland.

Eventually, I did find a death for Cecil in 1967 in Winchester 
RD, Hampshire, aged 67, and a death for Edythe in 1969 in 
Hillingdon RD, London, birth date 1901. I developed a theory 
that Cecil and his family had been born abroad, probably in 
part of what was then the British Empire, and had come to 
the UK some time in the 1920s or 1930s. One of the other 
entries in Civilian War Dead was for a nurse named Olivia May 
Willing, killed while on duty in a Plymouth hospital 1941. She 
had been born in Canada to a father who had emigrated from 
the UK and subsequently returned with his family. 

However, searching the passenger lists had to wait until 
these were digitised and indexed around 2009, but there was 
no sign of Fred or his parents in the Incoming Passenger Lists. 
I also failed to find any sign of Cecil in the birth indexes for 
a number of Commonwealth countries, as they gradually put 
their indexes online, although Fred’s birth in the early 1920s 

means that his birth index entry would be closed in most 
cases. It was relatively easy to eliminate New Zealand and 
most of Australia, but many other countries were and still are 
more difficult. Really, they could have been born anywhere. 
My own grandmother, Lily Llewellyn, was born in Bermuda in 
1896 and came to the UK in 1911, just after the 1911 census 
was taken. Tracing her without family knowledge would be 
quite difficult.

One of the things I love about doing a one-name study is 
that discoveries can be made by sheer serendipity, while 
looking for something else or simply collecting data. In 2014, 
I discovered that three women surnamed Willing had married 
in Swanmore, Hampshire, between 1942 and 1946 and all of 
them had stated that their father’s name was Cecil George 
Henry Willing. So it appeared that Fred had had three sisters, 
born around 1919/20, 1923/4 and 1924/5, if their ages on 
marriage were accurate. At the time of the three marriages, 
Cecil was a licenced victualler, or publican, at the Rising Sun 
Hotel, Swanmore, about 12 miles from Southampton.

Eventually I realised that there is another source which can 
be very useful in a case like this. Recent English and Welsh 
death certificates contain the deceased’s place of birth, as 
well as exact birth date, rather than age on death, and a 
married woman’s maiden name. The new system began in 
1969, which was too late for Cecil, but Edythe had died in 
1969, so I purchased her death certificate, in the hope of 
finding where the family had originated. Disappointingly, I 
found that Edythe was born in Winchester, Hampshire. Her 
date of birth was 27 November 1901 and her maiden name 
was Harris. 

After a bit of searching I found Edith (not Edythe) Gertrude V 
Harris’s birth registered in Winchester RD in 1899, quarter 1, 
so she was probably born on 27 November 1898, three years 
before the stated date of birth on the death certificate. 
She was still there in 1911 with her family, so I revised my 
theory to include the fact that Edith/Edythe had emigrated, 
presumably with her family, between 1911 and 1914, and 
then returned with her husband Cecil to the county of her 
birth some time after about 1925. However, I still had no luck 
with passenger lists, outgoing or incoming.

By now, I was determined to leave no stone unturned. I think 
it was because Fred was a civilian war death, doing a very 
dangerous job, an unsung hero in fact, that I wanted to 
connect him to his extended family. I had checked the family 
in the 1939 Register and found Cecil and Edythe in Margate, 
Kent, at a pub called The Rodney. One of their daughters 
was listed in the register, and not redacted, indicating 
that she had also died, so I was able to purchase her death 
certificate with the married name listed in the 1939 Register, 
which corresponded to the marriage certificate I had found
previously.

WILLING, Fred Grosvenor, age 19. Son of
Cecil George Henry and Edythe Gertrude

Violet Willing, of 57 High Street, Eastleigh.
Injured 11 September 1940, at Cunliffe Owen’s
Aircraft Factory; died same day at Royal South

Hants Hospital.



23Journal of One-Name Studies, April-June 2020

When I received the certificate I was disappointed again. 
Her birthplace was South Croydon, London. Then it suddenly 
dawned on me what this meant. I knew that her birth was 
not in the indexes under Willing, so there must have been 
a change of surname. A few minutes later I had looked up 
the daughter’s birth under forenames, date and place, with 
mother’s maiden name Harris, and found her registered as 
Willig.

I soon found Cecil registered as Cecil George Henry Willig 
in 1899 in Lambeth RD, London. A quick search in the 1901 
and 1911 censuses showed that his father was a waiter born 
in Germany, although his mother was apparently English, 
and most of Cecil’s siblings had, like Cecil, been given very 
English forenames.

I had come across the name Willig once before, when some, 
though not all, the members of another family of German 
descent had changed their names from Willig to Willing in the 
1920s and 1930s. Further investigation revealed that Cecil 
was apparently the only member of his family to change his 
name.

I was reflecting on the irony of Fred being killed by a German 
bomb, although his grandfather was German, when I had 
another surprise. Cecil and Edythe’s marriage did not take 
place until 1923. Fred’s two younger sisters were born after 
their marriage, but Fred and his older sister were not. Fred’s 
older sister was registered in 1919 in Wandsworth RD, with the 
surname of Harris, and the mother’s maiden name of Harris, 
so clearly an out of wedlock birth. Fred’s birth was a bit more 
complicated. The use of Fred, rather than Frederick, was 
relatively unusual at this time, as registrars generally did not 
like births to be registered with diminutives. The only Fred 
G Harris I could find was born in 1921, also in Wandsworth 
RD, with the mother’s maiden name of Yates. This did not fit 
the known facts, so I purchased this certificate, to find out 
whether it was him.

Fred’s birth certificate said his father was Fred Grosvenor 
Harris and his mother Edith Gertrude Violet Harris, formerly 
Yates. The name of the father and the mother’s maiden 
surname are clearly fictitious. I have come across this before, 
more than once. The stigma attached to an unmarried birth 
was so great that women sometimes made up a father’s 
name, then had to make up a maiden name for themselves 
as well. I suspect that Fred’s father may have been a man 
named Frederick Grosvenor, though finding him would be 
difficult since this is a not uncommon name and I know so 
little about him.

In any case, Fred and his older sister were apparently 
adopted informally by Cecil when he married Edythe. So 
Fred had three surnames in his short life, Harris, then Willig, 
and finally Willing.

By the time I had solved this particular genealogical problem, 
it was twenty years since I had first found out about Fred’s 
death. I can see now that I was misled by having found 
another civilian war death of a person born abroad, which 
first put the idea in my mind, but lots of people living in 
Britain are born abroad and this has always been the case.

With hindsight, I could have solved this more quickly by 
purchasing Edythe’s death certificate when I first found her 
death all those years ago, and I would have discovered her 
maiden name. Then I might then have looked for her marriage 
and found that she had married Mr Willig, not Mr Willing. 
But I would only have done that if I had suspected a change 
of name. Willig, though similar to Willing, is a completely 
different name, and is one of a number of names which 
differ from Willing by only one letter e.g. Willin, Willins, 
Welling, Walling, etc. Life is too short to research them all.

This leads to a final thought. Most of us have unidentified 
members of our one-name study. How many other 
genealogical problems might be solved by finding a change 
of name? n

June is studying the surname Willing with variant Willings 
and can be contacted at willing@one-name.org

Courtesy of Southampton Memories: People and Places 
Facebook Group

The Roll of 
Honour at South 
Stoneham cemetery, 
Southampton.

Courtesy of Derek 
Walker 

mailto:willing%40one-name.org?subject=
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Taking Up the Challenge

by Melody McKay Burton (Member 7997)

I know I’m not the only Guild member to find the ‘history’ 
bit of ‘family history’ as interesting as the ‘family’ part. 
I’m fascinated by the way people lived in the past and the 

stories of their lives.

One of the aims of my ONS is to share what I discover with 
others. There’s no better way to do that these days than by 
means of a blog. That’s why, when setting up a website for 
my study, I chose to use WordPress, the world’s most popular 
blogging software. I have a ‘Type 2’ website as part of the 
Members’ Websites Project – https://tickle.one-name.net - 
this incorporates TNG for my genealogy data but allows me 
to have an attractive, customisable site with an integrated 
blog.

However, as many bloggers know, having a blog and keeping 
it fresh with regular posts are two quite different matters. 
My posts have been sporadic at times, to say the least. When 
Corinne Curtis suggested a Guild blog challenge, I jumped 
at the opportunity. I hoped it would get me back into the 
blogging habit and make me prioritise posting, even if only 
for a while.

The 2020 Guild 10-Blog Challenge
And so, with the creation of a Facebook Group and a bit 
of publicity, on 8 December 2019, the 2020 Guild 10-Blog 
Challenge was born! The aim of the challenge is to complete 
10 blog posts within 3 months. That’s almost one a week - 
but with a bit of leeway for when life interferes with the 
important business of genealogy.

The number of members who joined the group initially made 
me worry that it would be too difficult to manage. We had 
over 50 people sign up. Perhaps unsurprisingly, more than half 
of these have turned out to be lurkers, rather than writers 
- at least at present. There’s no time limit on starting the 
challenge so maybe we’ll be able to inspire some of those 
who haven’t begun so far to make a start. 

I’m writing this in mid-February, which is just over half way 
through the three months, for those of us who took up the 
challenge in December or early January. 24 members began 
the challenge, of whom around 18 appear to be actively 

involved. At least 12 are on target to complete 10 posts 
within three months … and three people have finished.

Various blogging platforms have been used. Lots of people 
used WordPress (both Wordpress.com and WordPress sites 
hosted on one-name.net), but we also have bloggers using 
Blogspot, Wix, Blogger … and possibly others. You’ll see lots 
of links to blog posts below but they are only a small sample. 
I encourage you to not only look at them, but to explore the 
other posts in the challenge as well.

Quick Off the Blocks
Several members made an early start, possibly taking 
advantage of the holiday season to get in some writing (I 
know I did). 

Diane Rogers from Vancouver (Saggers study) started with a 
seasonal post – Almost time for the Christmas Pudding! This 
included her grandmother, Sarah Saggers’ Christmas pudding 
recipe https://saggers.one-name.net/miscellany-surprises/
almost-time-for-the-christmas-pudding/

Another early post featuring a female ancestor came 
from Corinne Curtis (Sennett study). Her post – A 
Brush with the Law - featured her great-grandmother, 
Fanny Sennet https://sennettfamilytree.wordpress.
com/2020/01/01/a-brush-with-the-law/

Both these blog posts were brought to life by photographs of 
the women concerned. Images of humans, especially human 
faces, have been found to particularly attract attention, so 
posts with photographs of people are more likely to be read.

What’s a good title for your first post at the start of a new 
year? In an unusual twist, Barbara Griffiths (Parry study) 
picked – ‘Endings’ -  for her first post, explaining how helpful 
it can be to “kill off” the people in your one-name study – not 
literally of course!

Sarah Saggers Fanny Sennet

https://tickle.one-name.net
https://saggers.one-name.net/miscellany-surprises/almost-time-for-the-christmas-pudding/
https://saggers.one-name.net/miscellany-surprises/almost-time-for-the-christmas-pudding/
https://sennettfamilytree.wordpress.com/2020/01/01/a-brush-with-the-law/
https://sennettfamilytree.wordpress.com/2020/01/01/a-brush-with-the-law/
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https://parry-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/01/
guild-blog-challenge-post-1-endings.html

Post Topics, and Some Memorable Titles
There have been posts on a wide range of topics. People, 
places, and events feature in many of them, as do 
genealogical problems and resources. Topics covered have 
included Sunday School records, tuberculosis, and items 
found on eBay. With so many interesting posts, it’s extremely 
hard to select just a few to feature so I apologise if yours 
isn’t included. Here are some that I particularly remember 
for their titles:

Posts don’t have to be long to be enjoyable. Vivienne Dunstan 
(Cavers study) wrote a short post with the intriguing title: 
A large cabbage https://caversonenamestudy.wordpress.
com/2020/01/07/a-large-cabbage/

Margaret Southgate (Close study) chose a topical title for her 
post on 3 February: Leaving Europe – not about Brexit you’ll 
be glad to know https://close-one-name-study.blogspot.
com/2020/02/leaving-europe.html

Thomas Wheelock (Wheelock study) tempted readers with: 
The Guano empire and Britain’s other Informal empire 
https://wheelock.one-name.net/one-name-study/
the-guano-empire-and-britains-other-informal-empire/

Diana Aitchison (Aitchison study) captured my attention 
with: Dead Man’s Penny – James Aitchison, a post about 
a Penny medal returned to the family from Australia 
https://aitchisoneu.wordpress.com/2020/01/24/
dead-mans-penny-james-aitchison/

Penny Bradbury (Holyland study) gave us - A Curious Case 
of Lunacy – an interesting description of a Holyland in 
whom “mental derangement had made its appearance” 
following an attack of fever https://holylandons.blogspot.
com/2020/01/a-curious-case-of-lunacy_25.html

The Power of an Image
As you can tell from my selection above, I’m often drawn 
in by an interesting title. This is true for most readers. The 
other thing that attracts people to read a post is a telling or 
atmospheric image. It can be difficult to track down images 
to use without copyright issues. As well as suggesting ideas 
for topics, group members have posted information about 
where to find suitable photographs, and the best size to 
use for sharing on Facebook. I’ve picked some examples, 
including one of my own that several members commented 
on. 

This dramatic scene illustrating the Irish rebellion was used 
by Irene Dillon in the Dillane study for a post introducing 
the Dillanes of County Kerry: Dillane in a Dangerous Place 
h t t p s : / / d i l l a n e o n s . h o m e . b l o g / 2 0 2 0 / 0 1 / 1 5 /
dillane-in-a-dangerous-place/

A map or a graph is striking and catches the attention. They 
are especially good for those viewing on mobile devices 
where more detailed images can be too small to see clearly.

This map was used to good effect by Elizabeth Blake Kipp 
(Blake study) in her post on the Blake Families in the 1500s in 
central Cornwall https://kippeeb.blogspot.com/2020/01/
blake-blake-families-in-1500s-in.html

Sometimes an image can tell you exactly what the post is 
about, as in this post from Margaret Southgate (Close study) 
about finding a newspaper report on a mine disaster https://
close-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/02/one-thing-
leads-to-another.html

Marilyn Aslte (Brinston study) used a simple and meaningful 
image for her post on tuberculosis – ‘Deadly Disease Strikes’
https://astlemarilyn.wixsite.com/brinston-one-name/
post/deadly-disease-strikes
 

And as for my own post - for my Tickle study I found this 
great photo of young miner boys to illustrate a post entitled - 

https://parry-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/01/guild-blog-challenge-post-1-endings.html
https://parry-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/01/guild-blog-challenge-post-1-endings.html
https://caversonenamestudy.wordpress.com/2020/01/07/a-large-cabbage/
https://caversonenamestudy.wordpress.com/2020/01/07/a-large-cabbage/
https://close-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/02/leaving-europe.html
https://close-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/02/leaving-europe.html
https://wheelock.one-name.net/one-name-study/the-guano-empire-and-britains-other-informal-empire/
https://wheelock.one-name.net/one-name-study/the-guano-empire-and-britains-other-informal-empire/
https://aitchisoneu.wordpress.com/2020/01/24/dead-mans-penny-james-aitchison/
https://aitchisoneu.wordpress.com/2020/01/24/dead-mans-penny-james-aitchison/
https://holylandons.blogspot.com/2020/01/a-curious-case-of-lunacy_25.html
https://holylandons.blogspot.com/2020/01/a-curious-case-of-lunacy_25.html
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https://dillaneons.home.blog/2020/01/15/dillane-in-a-dangerous-place/
https://kippeeb.blogspot.com/2020/01/blake-blake-families-in-1500s-in.html
https://kippeeb.blogspot.com/2020/01/blake-blake-families-in-1500s-in.html
https://close-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/02/one-thing-leads-to-another.html
https://close-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/02/one-thing-leads-to-another.html
https://close-one-name-study.blogspot.com/2020/02/one-thing-leads-to-another.html
https://astlemarilyn.wixsite.com/brinston-one-name/post/deadly-disease-strikes
https://astlemarilyn.wixsite.com/brinston-one-name/post/deadly-disease-strikes
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What Became of These Cornish Lads in California? - about two 
brothers who emigrated to America https://tickle.one-name.
net/what-became-of-these-two-cornish-lads-in-california/
 

First Past the Post
The honour of being the first person to complete the challenge 
went to Penny Bradbury, (Holyland study). Penny only began 
her ONS last year. She says she found the Challenge a really 
good way of getting started. Her tenth post – ‘The Holyland 
who wasn’t’ - was made on 2 February. You’ll find it at:  
https://holylandons.blogspot.com/2020/02/the-holyland-
who-wasnt.html

The second person to complete 10 posts was Jon Casbon, 
with a wonderful piece in the Casbon study - “Short A Hand” 
– well worth reading https://casbonjourney.wordpress.
com/2020/02/08/short-a-hand/

And third was Vivienne Dunstan, completing the 
challenge with – A century old USA Cavers baby 
photo https://caversonenamestudy.wordpress.
com/2020/02/04/a-century-old-usa-cavers-baby-photo/

By the time you read this many more of us will have succeeded 
in our challenge. I do hope you’ll take a look, using the links 
on this page and at the end of the article; you’ll find some 
enjoyable and informative reads.

Genealogy Blog Party
Several members undertaking the Challenge also participated 
in the Genealogy Blog party. The January theme was 
‘Organizing & Prioritizing’. My favourite post under this 
theme was Karen Heenan-Davies (Heenan study) – ‘Warning: 
Genealogy Chaos Ahead’ https://heenan.one-name.net/
warning-genealogy-chaos-ahead/

To find out about future Genealogy Blog parties, check 
out the website: https://mydescendantsancestors.com/
genealogy-blog-party

52 Ancestors in 52 Weeks
A couple of members have been inspired to attempt a 
harder challenge – 52 Ancestors in 52 weeks! The motto 
of this challenge is ‘No Story Too Small’. Participants 
aim to post something each week about a different 
ancestor. It could be a story, a biography, a photograph, 
a research problem — anything that focuses on that one 
person. Find out more at http://www.nostorytoosmall.
com/52-ancestors-in-52-weeks/

What We’ve Got Out of It
Most members haven’t yet completed the challenge, which 
I anticipate will bring a sense of achievement, but I believe 
we’ve already benefitted from participating. We’ve come 
across good ideas to use for posts in the future and picked up 
tips to improve our blogging. In many cases, we’ve explored 
people or events that we might otherwise have neglected, 
and have found new areas to research or missing pieces of 
information to chase after. 

Writing is like any other creative activity; the more you 
practise, the better you become at doing it. I certainly feel 
the quality of the blogs and the fluidity of the writing has 
improved over the past weeks. It should help us to write 
even better posts during the rest of the year.

I also think we’ve gained a lot by participating in a group 
event, albeit an online one. Genealogy can be a solitary 
pursuit and it’s nice to be involved in something where you 
discuss what you are doing with others, getting feedback and 
encouragement.

Where to See the Blog Challenge Posts
There’s a public Facebook page where both Guild members 
and non-members can read the posts. Do take a look - they 
are really interesting to read. I hope you’ll find inspiration 
for your own writing, or perhaps you’ll be encouraged to 
start blogging if you don’t do it already …even if you don’t 
attempt anything as demanding as the Blog Challenge. You’ll 
find it at: https://www.facebook.com/GuildBlogChallenge/ 
n

Auckland Family History Expo 2020

Proudly presented by Auckland Libraries and the Genealogical 
Computing Group of NZ Society of New Zealand - a weekend-
long event covering a wide range of topics related to 
researching genealogy and family history.

Friday 7 August - Sunday 9 August 2020 at the Fickling 
Convention Centre, 546 Mt Albert Rd, Three Kings, Auckland.

Speakers:
John Grenham
Curt Witcher
Michelle Patient (The Patient Genie, Guild of One Name 
Studies)
Fiona Brooker (Memories in Time)

Elena Fowler
Christine Liava’a (Pacific Interest Group NZSG)
Leilani Schmidt
Andrew Peteru
Joan McCracken (AT/NatLib)
Emerson Vandy (PapersPast)
Michael Higgins (FamilySearch)
Gail Riddell (FTDNA)
Jason Reeve
https://www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/pages/event.
aspx?EventId=9262
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https://holylandons.blogspot.com/2020/02/the-holyland-who-wasnt.html
https://casbonjourney.wordpress.com/2020/02/08/short-a-hand/
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https://caversonenamestudy.wordpress.com/2020/02/04/a-century-old-usa-cavers-baby-photo/
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Forthcoming Seminars

#GuildCriminal

“On the Wrong Side of the Law” 
Seminar

Ruishton Village Hall
Cheats Road

Ruishton
Taunton TA3 5JD

09:30 am for 10:00 am, Saturday 16 May 2020
From big time villain to petty thief, we can probably all find one or two ancestors who 
didn’t manage to keep on the straight and narrow. We return to this West Country 
venue to discover more about the working of the criminal justice system, the court and 
prison records that will help us track down individuals, including those sent abroad, 
and to explore the fascinating links between crime writing and genealogy.

Programme

09:30 - 10:00 Registration and coffee

10:00 - 10:10 Welcome to the Seminar - Alison Boulton

10:10 - 11:10 Social History of Prisons - Rosalind Crone (The Open 
University)

11:10 - 11:15 Comfort Break

11:15 - 12:15 Getting To Know Your Criminal Ancestors - Aoife O’Connor 
(Find My Past)

12:15 - 13:15 Lunch Break

13:15 - 14:15 Criminalising Vagrancy - Nick Crowson (University of 
Birmingham)

14:15 - 14:20 Comfort Break

14:20 - 15:20 Crime Writing With A Genealogical Twist - Nathan Dylan 
Goodwin (author and genealogist)

15:20 - 15:40 Tea Break

15:40 - 16:40 Tracking Down Transported Criminals - Michelle Patient 
(genealogist)

16:40 - 16:45 Close of Seminar

Seminar cost, including refreshments and buffet lunch £22.00.

Ruishton is a couple of miles east of Taunton, off the A358 at junction 25 of the M5; 
there is free parking on site. If you will be travelling by train please contact us for 
help in finding a lift from Taunton station.

You can book and pay online (from 2 March 2020) by Internet bank transfer, credit 
card, or PayPal at https://one-name.org/seminar_2020may_ruishton

Bookings close 3 May 2020. All bookings 
will be confirmed by email, with full 
joining instructions, on or soon after 
this date.

For more information look under the 
Events tab at https://one-name.org or 
phone the Guild Help Desk Tel: 0800 
011 2182

1 August 2020
Those Who Served

Nearly every generation has known 
war. Whatever their reasons, whether 
press-ganged, patriotic or penniless, 
many of our ancestors served and 
their stories from Napoleonic times 
to the two World Wars can be 
revealed in the records. The search 
is on for further speakers to improve 
our strategy and strengthen our 
campaign!

Venue: Stock Village Hall, Common 
Road, Stock, Ingatestone, Essex 
CM4 9NF.

10 October 2020
Widening Horizons

This ‘tools and techniques’ seminar 
will be run jointly by the Guild of 
One-Name Studies and the Local 
Population Studies Society, with 
various speakers looking at ways of 
collecting, analysing and interpreting  
data collected in the process of one-
name studies or local population 
analysis.

Venue: Solihull Methodist Church, 
Blossomfield Road, Solihull, West 
Midlands B91 1LG.

13 February 2021
Ancestors in Print

We return to this popular Home 
Counties venue for the opportunity 
to hear from some assembled 
experts on what historic newspapers, 
directories, and other printed sources 
for our ancestors are available, and 
how best to explore these.

Venue: Amersham Free Church 
Hall, Woodside Road, Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire HP6 6AJ.

We would like to ensure that any 
disabled delegate can participate 
fully in this event. Anyone with 
any special requirements should 
telephone the Guild Help Desk on 
0800 011 2182 or email seminar-
booking@one-name.org

#GuildPrint

#GuildMilitary

#GuildCollaboration

https://one-name.org/seminar_2020may_ruishton
https://one-name.org
mailto:seminar-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
mailto:seminar-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
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Welcome to GENEVA
An online calendar of GENealogical EVents and Activities

This calendar is being run jointly on behalf of GENUKI and 
the Federation of Family History Societies http://geneva.
weald.org.uk and is maintained by Guild member Malcolm 
Austen (5240) geneva@weald.org.uk. 

Apr 9 Sevenoaks, KEN Famiy History Day and AGM
Apr 17-18 Alexandra Palace, LND, Family Tree Live 2020
Apr 24-26 Oxford, OXF Guild of One-Name Studies: 
Annual Conference and AGM
May 2 Sheffield, YKS Sheffield Family History Fair
May 10-14 St. Quentin, LEI 2020 Battlefield Tour, The 
Hindenburg Line
May 13 Pudsey, Nr Leeds, WYK Family Historian Software
May 16 Ruishton, Taunton, SOM, Guild of One-Name 
Studies On the Wrong Side of the Law Seminar
May 18 IHGS, KEN, The Parish and the Manor
May 23 Chesterfield, DBY Family and Local History Event 
& Heritage Fair
Jun 6 Canterbury, IHGS Creating a Website for Your 
Family History
Jun 6 Shrewsbury, SAL Shropshire FHS Family History Fair 
2020
Jun 20 York, YKS, The Family History Show
Jun 26-27, NEC, WAR, The Genealogy Show
Sep 26 Manchester, LAN RQG Conference - Genealogy and 
Social History: Know Your Ancestors
Sep 26 Sunbury, SRY, The Family History Show London
Oct 3 Woodstock, OXF Oxfordshire FHS Family History 
Fair
Oct 3 Doncaster, WRY Family & Local History Fair with 
Crafts Stalls
Oct 5 Canterbury, IHGS How to Draw a Pedigree Tree 
Using Your Computer

Oct 24 Ipswich, SFK Suffolk FHS Fair
Nov 2 Canterbury, IHGS Report Writing - How to Manage a 
Research Task
Nov 2 Woking, SRY Surrey Family History Fair
Nov 7 Huddersfield, YKS Huddersfield Family & Local 
History Fair

http://geneva.weald.org.uk
http://geneva.weald.org.uk
mailto:geneva%40weald.org.uk?subject=
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