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Much of the Guild Committee’s work is fairly routine, such 
as reviewing and approving job descriptions and setting 
budgets. Just recently, I have had the opportunity to 

do something different: help a member prepare a new project 
proposal for the Committee to consider. I can’t say here just 
what it is, as the member concerned wants to announce it first 
on the RootsWeb mailing list after it has gained approval. (By 
the time you read this, that may well have already happened: 
no doubt a journal item will appear in due course). I think the 
project will be of benefit to many Guild members as it stands, 
and has the potential to evolve into something of great benefit 
to practically all Guild members.

All that we do is the result of such volunteer effort, and being 
on the Committee, I am aware of just how many members 
contribute to the Guild in this way, be it editing the Journal 
(and writing articles for it), organising the website, running 
the mailing list, Facebook page, the various indexes, Marriage 
Challenges, and all the other things that make the Guild such 
an attractive organisation for the membership. By all accounts, 
the seminar team and speakers had a great success with 
Manorial and Older Records. As Shakespeare might have said, 
“Gentlemen in England shall think themselves accurs’d they 
were not there!” (and ladies, too, of course, and members 
elsewhere: the seminar took place on the day before the 600th 

anniversary of the Battle of Agincourt).

If you think you can help with seminars or anything else, please 
do consider volunteering. As I write, we are in particular need 
of a new editor for this journal! David Dexter has done a 
splendid job, but always made it clear that his was to be a 
temporary appointment. He deserves much credit for stepping 
in to continue when another candidate was unable to take up 
the position, but cannot go on for much 
longer. A job description is available on 
the Guild web site, at http://one-name.
org/JDs/JD_Editor.pdf. David Dexter has 
offered to help a new permanent editor 
in any way he can.

Members are also needed to assist 
with digitisation of donated paper one-
name archives and there are vacancies 
for regional representatives for areas 
including Surrey (North and South), 
Essex and East London, and London 
West — all having a substantial number 
of members. If you can fill any of these 
vacancies, please contact our volunteers 
coordinator, Peter Hagger (volunteers@
one-name.org).

Guild Master Craftsman
Members are invited each year to 
nominate those members they consider 
are worthy to receive Fellowship of 
the Guild (MCG). The award recognises 

significant contribution to the running of 
the Guild or an excellence in one-name 
studies.

The nomination should include a short 
description of why the candidate deserves 
to be considered. There should be a 
summary of the contribution that the 
individual has made, either in promoting 
and understanding a one-name study or in 
supporting the Guild in an administrative 
role. Nominations can only be considered if the individual is 
a current member of the Guild, and self-nominations are not 
permitted.

Nominations should be sent to the Guild secretary (see inside 
front cover for address) or to secretary@one-name.org before 
the closing date of 1 February 2016. The new MCGs will be 
announced at the 2016 AGM in Birmingham on 2 April 2016.

Guild Awards of Excellence
By way of complementing the Guild Master Craftsman award, 
the Guild also acknowledges member contributions to one-
name study publications with the Guild Awards of Excellence.

There is no limit on the number of awards made; all entries 
that meet the required standard are considered. All articles 
published in the Journal since the last award are automatically 
submitted for consideration. If they wish, authors may request 
not to be included.

Submissions should be made directly to the awards panel at 
gaoe-panel@one-name.org by 1 February 2016. n

From the Committee…
by Peter Alefounder, Guild Committee Member

Peter Alefounder

The

Guild

needs

a new

editor!

1980-1982
Frank

Higenbottam

1982-1983
Basil

LaBouchardiere

1983-1986
Iain Swinnerton

1986-1999
Mary Rumsey

1999-2008
Roy Stockdill

2009-2011
Keith Bage

2011-2014
Teresa Pask

2014-2016
David Dexter

2016-
Could YOU

fill this space?

If you would like to edit the Journal of One-Name Studies, please contact 
Volunteers Coordinator Peter Hagger (volunteers@one-name.org).

http://one-name.org/JDs/JD_Editor.pdf
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Marriage Challenge Update:
Marriage Challenge is 10 Years Old

by Peter Copsey MCG
(Marriage Challenge Coordinator, Member 1522)

Back in early 2005 there was a posting on the Mailing List 
(Forum, as it was then) saying that members should 
be visiting record offices (ROs) more if they want to 

progress their one-name studies. Several of the responses 
said, unexpectedly, that the ROs that they needed to visit 
were at the other end of the country, or that they lived in 
New Zealand and for them the idea was a non-runner.

It was clear that members who could spare the time and 
could easily visit their local RO should be able to help other 
members if they knew what to look for. Rather than visiting 
a RO with a long list of search requests from a single Guild 
member, I suggested that looking at one particular record 
with a list of search requests from many members would be 
better. Marriage registers after 1837 were selected, since a 
marriage entry is often more useful than most other records 
and because members could produce a list of marriages for a 
particular registration district (RD) using the GRO marriage 
index. “Marriage Challenge” was born.

As a trial, I selected St Pancras RD, asked for search lists from 
members, and gave it a try. With the encouragement and 
assistance from Howard Benbrook (member 3112), the two 
of us visited the London Metropolitan Archives and got stuck 
into searching the marriage registers. A little preparation had 
been done; the churches in the district were known, thanks 
to Cliff Webb’s genealogical research booklets, and proformas 
had been prepared to make transcription easier.

Compared with later Challenges, progress was slow, mainly 
because we were not aware of the church order within the 
GRO index. It meant looking back and forth between the 
search list and the register, checking whether the names in 
the register were or were not on the list. Too much time was 
spent studying the list.

However, the Challenge was a great success; many marriages 
were found and many members benefitted. A proposal was 
made to Committee for Marriage Challenge to become a Guild 
project, with the volunteers’ (the Challengers’) expenses 
recoverable. Approval was given in June 2005.

The original idea was to only start a new Challenge once the 
previous one had finished. I compared it with a relay and a 
new Challenger would be found to “take the baton.” But the 
idea took off and more and more volunteers came forward 
asking to become Challengers. It was not long before two or 
three Challenges were beginning each month.

There have been many changes over the years to improve 
Marriage Challenge: FreeBMD has become more complete; 
knowledge about the order of Anglican churches in relation to 
the GRO numbering helped searching and it became quicker; and 
there is Andrew Millard’s excellent facility to enable marriage 
entries to be transcribed directly to the laptop with “faux 
certificates” produced and sent to members automatically. 
Challenges became better advertised with a section on the 
website. My regular “MC Update” appeared in the Journal. 

Some Challengers became somewhat addicted to the Challenge 
and instead of limiting the period of the search to a set number 
of days, the Challenger would continue and continue until every 
register had been examined. 

But times are changing. Thanks to Ancestry and Findmypast, 
many marriage registers are now digitised and indexed, making 
MC unnecessary. The number of acceptable RDs is getting 
smaller. But by encouraging repeat Challenges and extending 
Challenges beyond 1911, Marriage Challenge continues to be a 
great benefit to Guild members.  

The Marriage Challenges beginning in the coming months are 
listed below. All members are encouraged to send their requests 
to the Challengers by email. Send the listing extracted from 
the GRO Marriage index (FreeBMD will give all of them) for 
the named registration district between the years given (year, 
quarter, surname, first names, full GRO reference). Challengers 
will search for and often find your marriages in the deposited 
church registers and then send you the full particulars.

 The key in the last column is:

A	 Requests must be sent using the standard “requests.
xls” spreadsheet on the MC web-page (exceptions: 
those without a computer or without MS Excel); 

B	 Requests using the standard Excel template much 
preferred, but willing to accept other formats;

C 	 Requests sent in any form accepted.

Being a Challenger is rewarding and enjoyable and you will be 
helping your fellow Guild members with their studies. You could 
share the task with a friend or another Guild member. If you 
think you could become a Challenger, I look forward to hearing 
from you. Contact me, the Marriage Challenge Coordinator, on 
marriage-challenge@one-name.org. n

Registration District and Period Request Deadline Challenger Challenger’s Email Key (see above)

Orsett (Repeat) 1837-1939 20 February 2016 Peter Copsey copsey@one-name.org C

Ipswich Stage 2 1861-1880 26 March 2016 Lynne Lanigan feaviour@one-name.org C

Hungerford 1837-1911 9 April 2016 Judith Thomas gidley@one-name.org A

mailto:killick%40one-name.org?subject=marriage%20challenge
mailto:bierton%40one-name.org?subject=marriage%20challenge
mailto:killick%40one-name.org?subject=marriage%20challenge
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DNA for your ONS:
Approaches and Expectations

by Susan C Meates MCG (DNA Advisor, Member 3710)

Our One-Name Studies
Each of our one-name studies is different. Size is the first 
element that is different, ranging from a very rare surname 
with a small population to high-frequency surnames. Some 
surnames are single-origin, though most are probably multiple-
origin. Where the surname is found today and the frequency in 
each country probably varies. Some variants may have thrived, 
while others may no longer be present in living persons.

Within our one-name studies, the various family trees are 
also usually different. Some ramified significantly, with lots of 
males; while others had limited males, and some daughtered 
out. Migration may have impacted some trees and not others. 

Each surname is different, and from the origins of the surname 
through history to today, many different journeys occurred. 
For example, perhaps a male from a tree immigrated quite 
early to the colonies and had many sons, resulting in a large 
and robust tree in the USA. 

Having a one-name study gives you a tremendous advantage 
when you have a DNA project, as compared to other project 
administrators who don’t have an ONS. In many cases, you 
have built up information about the surname and the various 
family trees. This information is invaluable to your recruiting 
efforts, as well as in analyzing the results from those that 
have taken a Y-DNA test.

Expectations
One simple yet informative view of a DNA project is to look at 
the number of participants as compared to the population of 
the surname.

If for your ONS there are 360 males in the world representing 
30 trees, and you have tested 65 participants representing 21 
family trees, a quick calculation shows that you have tested 
18 percent of the males and 70 percent of the family trees.

With this situation, as you bring in more participants 
representing the remaining family trees, the geographical 
location of the progenitors of the family trees might give you 
insight into the expectations of a match. For example, if all 
the trees tested to date have the tree progenitors located 
in Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Somerset, and Devon, and you 
test a tree whose progenitor is in Yorkshire — and surname 
distribution maps indicate an origin there — it would be highly 
likely that the new participant will bring a new result to the 
project (though there is no guarantee — there could have 
been a migration of that distance).

The exciting and interesting part of DNA testing is that it 
provides information not in the paper records. This enables 
you to make discoveries not otherwise possible.

When your project is just starting and you are getting the 
first few participants, so often the expectation is that they 
will all match.  So two trees test out of 50 family trees, and 
when there isn’t a match, I have seen the conclusion that 
there must be a NPE (non-paternal event), also called a mis-
attributed paternity.  This term is referring to some event that 
broke the link between the Y-chromosome and the surname, 
such as voluntary name change, illegitimacy where the male 
child took the mother’s surname, infidelity, or adoption.

Realistically, when a small number of the family trees, or a 
small number of the population of the surname have tested, 
it is premature to declare NPE events with no evidence. The 
odds are that down the road, as more of the surnames test, a 
match will be found.

Let’s take a surname with tens of thousands of males today, 
which is clearly a multiple-origin surname, and the project 
has 250 participants (less than 1 percent of the population).  
Is it really reasonable to assume that if you have the surname 
and don’t have a match, then it must be an NPE? 

Often this conclusion is based on no matches with the surname, 
and matches with one or more other surnames.

The problem is that as more of the world population tests, 
everyone will have multiple matches with other surnames. 
When surnames were adopted, multiple men had the same 
or close Y-DNA result. They adopted different surnames. This 
could lead to matches today. Convergence is another factor 
that can lead to other surname matches. Convergence is 
where results mutate over time so they are closer today than 
before.

Your documented trees tell you about the trees from the 
start of the documentation until today. But we still have an 
approximately 400- to 500-year period prior to the documented 
trees, where we have genetic trees. What transpired during 
that 500-year period could be significantly different from 
what transpired during the period of documented trees.

In going back, most documented trees end in the 1800s, 1700s, 
or 1600s, depending on the surviving records for the tree. If 
we use the date range 1250-1450 as the adoption of surnames, 
and take the midpoint as 1350, then a 400-year period takes 
us to 1750.

Let’s take a situation where there are four surname origins. 
One origin ramified well in the early years of the surname, 
and many males were created. This event gave this origin a 
head start in creating a large population today.  Two genetic 
trees had limited males, and one tree had only one surviving 
male per generation who had males until 1700, when there 
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were five males whose branches later ramified well, with one 
branch which went to colonial USA and had 10 sons establishing 
quite a large future population in the USA.

You start a DNA project for this surname. You test two 
participants, each representing a different tree. What are the 
odds of a match? Early in a DNA project the odds are low for 
multiple-origin surnames. The odds increase as more trees 
test. 

Surname distribution maps, such as from Surname Atlas, are 
very helpful in providing information about your surname. 
Extracting and mapping the UK 1851 census with GenMap 
will enable you to look at the surname a little further back in 
time. Collecting early recordings and mapping them is helpful. 
Extracting all online parish registers and mapping them is also 
helpful. 

If your surname is locative and comes from one location, you 
can have multiple different DNA results and one surname 
origin. This will occur when multiple men moved away, 
perhaps in different directions, and became de XYZ, and later 
XYZ. They could have easily had different DNA results at the 
time of adoption of surnames. All the maps indicate a single 
origin, yet you test the trees and the trees don’t match.

It is almost impossible to predict what a participant will bring 
to a project, except if you are testing in a documented tree 
that has already tested, and even in that situation there 
can be a surprise or a mistaken connection. The higher the 
percentage of trees tested, the higher the odds that a new 
participant representing a new tree will match someone in 
the project.

Validation
When you start your DNA project, the ideal situation is to test 
two distant males for each family tree. These two participants 
will most likely be an exact or close match, validating two 
major branches of a tree. 

It is often difficult to find the ideal two participants for a tree, 
when they need to pay for their test kit. Donations may help 
in this situation. For example, you want to test the male in a 
branch with the fewest generations back to the progenitor, to 
minimize the risk of mutations that make your analysis more 
difficult. Sometimes this man doesn’t want to participate, and 
the one who wants to pay to test is the grandson, adding two 
more generations with potential of mutations.

Moving forward, you have your two participants, and their 
results are back from the lab. The best case is that the these 
two participants are an exact match to each other.

That doesn’t always occur.

Let’s take a situation where the first two results differ by a 
genetic distance of one. Here is an example:

We don’t know at this point which result is the mutation, 
whether it is the 17, which is colored yellow, or the 18, the 
value of the marker directly below the 17. So one of the 
two markers that differ is selected as the mutation, and 
highlighted yellow.

There are two ways to figure out which is the mutation.

•	You test a third male on this tree to determine the 
ancestral result.

•	As you test other trees, you find several tree-to-tree 
matches, and the ancestral result will become clear.

In the case under discussion, we tested a third male. All 
three males descend from a man born circa 1680, each 
representing a different son. We can determine which are 
the mutations with this approach, since on the markers that 
differ, two of the men always match. Therefore we know 
the ancestral result, which is the third line of the chart. 
The mutations are now colored grey, since we wouldn’t be 
concerned with them anymore, and any tree-to-tree matches 
can be analyzed using the ancestral result. 

Please note that for the first man, the mutation is occurring 
in a multi-copy marker, DYS 464. This marker typically has 
four copies. If it has more or less, a result for each copy 
is reported by Family Tree DNA. This marker is scored 
differently. The results are reported from low to high, and 
this is not necessarily their actual order. (If you want to know 
their exact order, to resolve a situation with two or more 
participants with mutations on this multi-copy marker, order 
the DYS 464x test. This test reports the result for this marker 
in the actual order.)

Let’s look at this marker for a moment. The bottom two men 
have 15 15 17 18 reported for DYS 464. The first man has 15 
15 16 17 reported. If we line them up and compare, the first 
man has a 16, but he also has a 17 matching the other men. 
This is the reason the 17 isn’t highlighted, although it doesn’t 
match what is directly below it, is that it matches “within” 
the marker copies. Looking at this marker alone, as shown in 
the chart below, makes it easier to see the situation.

DYS 464
15 15 16 17
15 15 17 18
15 15 17 18

Tree-to-Tree Matches and Genetic Groups
When you start having tree-to-tree matches, if the results 
are exact or close, you can often skip testing the second 
male for a tree. The closeness of the results enables you to 
delete the validation step in these situations.

Participant A	 19	 30	 15	 15	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 16	 14	 16	 18	 37	 38	 12	 12

Participant B	 19	 30	 15	 15	 17	 18	 11	 11	 19	 23	 16	 14	 16	 18	 37	 38	 12	 12

Participant C	 19	 30	 15	 15	 17	 18	 11	 11	 19	 23	 16	 14	 16	 18	 37	 38	 12	 12

Results Markers 19-37

Participant A	 13	 24	 14	 11	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 13	 29	 18	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15

Participant B	 13	 24	 14	 11	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 13	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15

Participant C	 13	 24	 14	 11	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 13	 29	 18	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15

Results Markers 1-18

Participant B	 13	 24	 14	 11	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 13	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15

Participant C	 13	 24	 14	 11	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 13	 29	 18	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15

Results Markers 1-18

Participant B	 19	 30	 15	 15	 17	 18	 11	 11	 19	 23	 16	 14	 16	 18	 37	 38	 12	 12

Participant C	 19	 30	 15	 15	 17	 18	 11	 11	 19	 23	 16	 14	 16	 18	 37	 38	 12	 12

Results Markers 19-37



Journal of One-Name Studies,  January-March 20168

In the chart above, two men tested from tree 10, validating 
that tree. The first man who tested from tree 12 matched, 
and based on both the match and the fact that all branches 
were well researched, no validation was needed. For tree 17, 
two men tested, and one had a mutation. A second man was 
tested, primarily since the confidence in the research of a 
branch was low, as well as due to the mutation.

Tree 24 tested one man. And two men tested for tree 41, and 
these two men both share the same mutation.

Each of these documented trees has a different progenitor, 
and you now know the ancestral result for each tree.

These five documented trees represent a genetic group. It 
is recommended that you organize your DNA results at your 
DNA website at Family Tree DNA into genetic groups using the 
subgrouping tool. (Log into your GAP, click Project Administration, 
click Member Subgrouping.) You can give genetic groups titles that 
will display. There is a description field that you can fill in for 
each genetic group, but it does NOT display at your public 
website or your results charts, so it is of limited value.

Haplogroup R1b
Interpreting results in haplogroup R1b is the most difficult, 
due to the size of the population (comprising over 45 percent 
of Europe, and higher in areas in the British Isles), and the 
fact that since the men are all in the same haplogroup, they 
are therefore related at some point in time, either prior to 
the adoption of surnames or in a genetic tree. (If they are 
in a documented tree, you know when they are related.)
Your challenge, when you have a genetic distance of three or 
four between two men in different documented trees, is to 
determine if the relationship is in a genealogical time frame 
— or if they are related prior to the adoption of surnames, and 
the fact that they share the same surname is a coincidence.

Often validation is useful in this situation, since it will either 
bring the two trees closer together (indicating a genealogical 
time frame) or you will find more mutations with the validation 
partner, increasing the genetic distance.

Genetic Trees vs Documented Trees
With your research, you create documented trees which end at 
some point going back in time. With DNA testing, you uncover 
information not available in the paper records. This may result 

in identifying mistaken connections where you connected a 
man to the wrong tree. This can easily happen in an area with 
a high population of a surname, or upon migration. Validation 
testing helps to find these situations.

You then group together trees that are exact or a close 
match into genetic groups.

A genetic group could indicate a surname origin or an 
event — such as illegitimacy and a male child taking the 
mother’s surname — prior to the start of the documented 
trees. Collecting early recordings, combined with surname 
distribution mapping at various time frames, may help in 
determining which of the two situations has occurred.

Recruiting
It all starts with recruiting. To make discoveries, you 
need participants. One approach that works to recruit 
participants is to stress the discoveries they can make: 
about their family tree, about their surname, and about 
their distant origin. They are also making a contribution to 
the knowledge about their surname.

If your one-name study includes constructing trees, this 
provides you with a powerful advantage for recruiting. You 
can avoid recruiting more participants than you need for 
a robust tree, and focus on recruiting those trees with 
limited surviving males.

In addition, a very helpful tool for recruiting and providing 
information about the surname is to build a chart showing 
the current population by country of each surname in 
your ONS, along with the earliest documented event for 
your surname for the country. This tool is an excellent 
guide for recruiting, especially when all the trees aren’t 
constructed yet.

Want to Get Started?
When you are ready to add DNA to your one-name study, 
the DNA Advisor is here to help, including setting up your 
project with proven marketing material. Simply write: 
DNA@one-name.org. You will receive a completely setup 
project that you can modify, along with an easy to follow 
20-step Getting Started email and a sample recruiting 
email and letter. n

Y-DNA Results

Tree	 Result

	10		 13	 24	 14	 10	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 12	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15	 19	 29	 15	 16	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 15	 15	 18	 16	 39	 39	 12	 12

	10		 13	 24	 14	 10	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 12	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15	 19	 29	 15	 16	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 15	 15	 18	 16	 39	 39	 12	 12

	12		 13	 24	 14	 10	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 12	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15	 19	 29	 15	 16	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 15	 15	 18	 16	 39	 39	 12	 12

	17		 13	 24	 14	 10	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 12	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 12	 25	 15	 19	 29	 15	 16	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 15	 15	 18	 16	 39	 39	 12	 12

	17		 13	 24	 14	 10	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 12	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15	 19	 29	 15	 16	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 15	 15	 18	 16	 39	 39	 12	 12

	24		 13	 24	 14	 10	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 12	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15	 19	 29	 15	 16	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 15	 15	 18	 16	 39	 39	 12	 12

	41		 13	 24	 14	 10	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 12	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15	 19	 29	 15	 16	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 15	 15	 18	 16	 39	 40	 12	 12

	41		 13	 24	 14	 10	 11	 14	 12	 12	 12	 13	 12	 29	 17	 9	 9	 11	 11	 25	 15	 19	 29	 15	 16	 16	 17	 11	 11	 19	 23	 15	 15	 18	 16	 39	 40	 12	 12

Legend: This chart shows Y-DNA results for a group of family trees that match. The yellow markers are the mutations 
that have occurred. Grey is a resolved mutation that occurred since the progenitor of the tree, so it is not factored 
into the analysis. A mutation is nothing negative, simply the scientists’ name for a change which happens randomly. 
These men share a common ancestor between the adoption of surnames and the start of the documented trees, 
since they share a surname, and no documented connection can be found between the trees. Most trees end, going 
back, in the 1800s or 1700s, and some end earlier in time. The adoption of surnames was a process that occurred 
from 1250-1450 in England, so Y-DNA is also spanning the time period from the adoption of the surname to the start 
of the documented trees, a period of hundreds of years.

mailto:DNA%40one-name.org?subject=
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by Rennison Vayro (Member 4374)

Internet Resources: 
European Ancestry Research 
Archive Resources

It would be difficult to find someone living in the United 
Kingdom today whose ancestors did not arrive with the 
Vikings, Normans, Gauls, or even the Romans. In short we 

are all of mixed blood, and it is highly likely that we will have 
to examine archives that exist in other European countries 
to trace our lineage. In my own case (i.e. if I ignore my most 
recent discoveries I found on FamilySearch that the surname 
Varo exists in modern day Fiji, specifically one of the islands 
in Melanesia, and also in South America in the 17th century), 
I have found more evidence that my surname is Italian. So I 
will firstly deal with the Italian websites that I have found 
most useful, before identifying a few other sources for other 
European countries.

Italian Websites
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Italy_Archives_
and_Libraries will allow members access to information on 
Italian archives and libraries. There are individual links on the 
site explaining what is available in local civil offices, church 
archives, and historical and genealogical societies.

http://www.italianancestry.
com is essentially an Italian 
family history site with extra 
URL website links to transcribed 
parish registers in many Italian 
towns and the 1991 general 
census in Italy. An Anglo-Italian 
Family History Society at http://
www.anglo-italianfhs.org.uk/ 
provides a good starting point.

http://tinyurl.com/pbpk3wm is a website that explores 
population distribution for surnames and generates a map 
of their location in present-day Italy. Whereas there is only 
one family in Italy with the surname VAYRO, there are 146 
communities with the surname VAIRO. So make sure you 
search for variations.

https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Italy_Civil_Registration_
Vital_Records holds information on Italian civil registration 
where authorities began registering births, marriages, and 
deaths in 1809 in many areas (1820 in Sicilia) and from 1866, 
when civil registration became law.

http://www.italiangenealogy.com/ is a leading resource for 
those undertaking research into their Italian ancestry.

The Rest of Europe
http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/ is a site where  
members will find not only Italy but also various other 
European countries. There are individual sub-links to Belgium, 
France, Germany, Greece, Spain, and many more.

http://www.archives.com/genealogy/family-heritage-
spanish.html (part of the offering by Family Heritage) has 
a good description of the historical context of Spanish 
emigration to the USA. http://tinyurl.com/q7wn8vb gives the 
link to Ancestry.com for Spanish records. Members might note 
that the website www.spanishgenealogy.com is currently out 
of action, and actually up for sale. It may re-emerge at some 
point in the future for those with Spanish ancestors.

http://www.portugueseancestry.com/ is for those who 
require information on their Portuguese ancestors.

http://www.agfhs.org.uk/ is an Anglo-German historical 
society that has a range of guides and an index of Germans 
who migrated to the UK.

Other sites that have an English version to select are:

http://genealogy.about.com/od/french_records/ —
French genealogical records

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~dnkcen/index.html 
— Danish parish registers

http://www.cbg.nl — Dutch/Netherlands national archives

http://www.riksarkivet.se — Swedish national archives 

http://www.arkivverket.no/eng — Norwegian national 
archives n

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Italy_Archives_and_Libraries
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Italy_Archives_and_Libraries
http://www.italianancestry.com
http://www.italianancestry.com
http://www.anglo-italianfhs.org.uk/
http://www.anglo-italianfhs.org.uk/
http://tinyurl.com/pbpk3wm
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Italy_Civil_Registration_Vital_Records
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Italy_Civil_Registration_Vital_Records
http://www.italiangenealogy.com/
http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/
http://www.archives.com/genealogy/family-heritage-spanish.html
http://www.archives.com/genealogy/family-heritage-spanish.html
http://tinyurl.com/q7wn8vb
http://www.portugueseancestry.com/
http://www.agfhs.org.uk/
http://genealogy.about.com/od/french_records/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~dnkcen/index.html
http://www.cbg.nl
http://www.riksarkivet.se
http://www.arkivverket.no/eng
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Archiving Your Study — A Guild Service

by Peter Copsey MCG
(Librarian & Archivist, Member 1522)

Introduction
Guild members researching a registered one-name study will 
amass large quantities of data and will have devoted considerable 
time, skill, and effort in organising and documenting it and 
drawing conclusions from their study. It is critical that this work 
should not be wasted or lost. Indeed, the second objective 
within the Guild Constitution reads as follows:

To promote the preservation and publication of 
the data from one-name studies to maximise its 
accessibility to interested members of the public.

The Guild is therefore committed to helping members to 
preserve their research data, and this article will try to 
explain what the Guild can offer you as a member to archive 
your study materials.

There are presently three facilities that the Guild offers on 
archiving. 

• archiving of one-name spreadsheets and databases

• hosting and archiving of websites 

• archiving of all other material

This article is mainly about the last item, as it comes under 
the jurisdiction of the author — the Guild Librarian & Archivist 
— but the other two archiving resources will be explained.

Archiving of Databases — the Members’ DataStores
Previously called the Guild’s Electronic Archive, the newly 
renamed Members’ DataStores is a facility found on our 
website (presently on the old website) under the “Library and 
Archives” section. The name change has been found desirable 
to distinguish the DataStores from the Archives under the last 
bullet above, but some of the material within this facility 
still refers to it by its old name. The process of changing the 
name has begun and will be fully implemented in due course, 
when the Archives/DataStores section is moved from the old 
website to the new website.

The Members’ DataStores allows you to place records from your 
one-name study in spreadsheet form onto the Guild website. 
Access to these records may be restricted to fellow members 
of the Guild, registered members of your group, or be made 
available to the general public — whichever you prefer.

Originally, the Archive/DataStores was written to support the 
storage of records of indexes for births, marriages, and deaths 
from the general register offices in England and Wales and for 
Scotland; adoptions recorded in England and Wales; and census 
and civil probate records in a prescribed spreadsheet format. 
Subsequently, the facility was extended to allow members the 
opportunity to define their own sets of records, structured 
according to the needs of their individual one-name studies, 
and tailored according to the needs of the individual. You may 

define record sets to support any set of records that you hold 
relating to your one-name study: for example apprenticeships, 
directorships, Irish records. The list is endless — indeed, there 
is no limit to the number of record sets that you may define.

Information on the Members’ DataStores is found at http://
www.one-name.org/members/archive/archive-description.
html. The web facility is managed by Karen Burnell, whose 
email is frontdesk-archives@one-name.org. Karen should be 
contacted for any query on this archiving facility.

Hosting and Archiving of Members’ Websites
The Members’ Websites Project, managed by a team of Guild 
members led by Mike Spathaky, was announced early in 
2015 (see the article in the Guild Journal, Volume 12, Issue 
1). This is a new Guild facility suitable for the hosting and 
preservation of one-name websites set up by Guild members. 
It is presently in the full-scale trial stage and members may 
apply to join the trial and transfer existing websites to it. 
For more information on the project, see the website http://
www.one-name.net/home/. The facility is planned to be 
ready and fully operational by October 2016.

Archiving of General Study Material
In addition to the facilities described above for spreadsheet 
data and for websites, the Guild library offers a general 
archiving service for one-name study material in almost any 
format. Ideally this should be material already on computer, 
in databases (but these could also be placed in the Members’ 
DataStores, see above), written documents (in Microsoft Word 
or similar), images, GEDCOM files, etc. Often, members have 
much material in paper form and for this the Guild offers help 
with digitising. 

If a member feels incapable of digitising material themselves, 
the Guild may sometimes be able to do it for them, although 
some donation is usually expected to help defray costs. 
Firstly, the material needs to be collected and taken to a 
Guild store; digitising arrangements would be agreed and 
digitising undertaken. It would be possible for the material to 
be returned to the originator, although a copy of the digitised 
images should usually be sufficient.

The Guild has contracted a digitising company to perform the 
digitising, but a lot of work needs to be undertaken before 
digitising into pdf images can commence. The material needs 
to be sorted and placed into file-sized and titled sections. To 
help the digitiser, paper clips and staples can be removed. 
Digitising one-name materials is never straightforward; each 
study has been found to be different and no simple rules can 
be made. For example, there was a case in the library of a file 
where alternate pages were minutes of the local cricket club. 
It had not been realised that the member had been using the 
back of the minutes for his study! The Guild does have software 
that can remove pages from a pdf document and split up files. 

http://www.one-name.org/members/archive/archive-description.html
http://www.one-name.org/members/archive/archive-description.html
http://www.one-name.org/members/archive/archive-description.html
mailto:frontdesk-archives@one-name.org
http://www.one-name.net/home/
http://www.one-name.net/home/
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Experience has shown that digitising in-house has its 
attractions. Those with genealogical experience are better 
able to sort material sensibly, to avoid the digitising of 
duplicate and irrelevant material, and form files of a 
sensible size and scope. At the present time the Guild has 
a substantial number of one-name studies which we would 
prefer to digitise in-house, so volunteers to do this are 
needed — the Guild is offering to supply a returnable A3 
scanner to any member who is willing to help with digitising. 

All digitised material is placed in the Guild library. This can be 
our online library or our offline library. 

Our Offline Library
If the owner of the data does not wish his material to be freely 
available to other Guild members, or if copyright or other 
considerations make this impractical, then the data should be 
placed in the offline library. Our offline library can hold any 
computer-based material. There is only one condition: should 
the member leave the Guild or de-register the name, then 
the Guild must have permission to copy the material to any 
member who registers the name in the future.  

Our offline library is fully backed up. The full library is held 
on three disc drives which are kept in three independent 
locations and which are regularly updated. Members can feel 
confident that their one-name study is preserved for posterity.

As a further service, the Guild is willing to store CDs or 
memory sticks containing one-name studies in their store. For 
longevity, the Guild offers guidance on this — see the webpage 
http://www.one-name.org/members/donating.html. 

Our Online Library 
Our online library is available for examination and searching by 
all Guild members. It is found on the Guild website Members 
Room under the “Library and Archives” section. Members’ 
digitised one-name studies always contain lots of surnames 
which may be of help to other members with their studies. 
Those persons who provide their studies to the Guild for 
archiving are encouraged to allow the Guild to include their 
work in the online library. No material will be placed in the 
online library without the owner’s consent.

Normally, digitised paper images will be prepared as pdf files. 
For the online library, the pages will be provided with optical 
character recognition (OCR) copies so that text searches can 
be made for key words and names. The Guild offers a text 

search for particular archives and for the complete online 
library.

But the Guild must be careful what is placed in the online 
library and be aware of data protection and copyright. Any 
information about living persons should be limited so that 
individuals are not identifiable. GRO information is generally 
satisfactory provided it is not linked to addresses, exact birth 
dates, etc. Such detailed information needs to be redacted. 
Copyright is another problem, and images of Ancestry pages, 
Findmypast pages, certificates, wills, etc. where copyright is 
held by others should not be included in the online library.

Members can supply material for the online library by either 
making contact with the Librarian & Archivist (librarian@one-
name.org) or submit material directly by using the Library File 
Upload facility (see under the “Library and Archives” section 
of the website).

Our Book Library
The Guild maintains a small book library which holds only 
one-name books donated to the Guild. You can search for 
books and other items of interest through the online library 
catalogue. Most of these books are available for borrowing 
by Guild members. Because of the high costs of postage, 
borrowing a book is not free, but a small cost — payable by 
PayPal — is levied to cover postage and packing. Borrowers are 
expected to return books and publications within four months 
unless they advise the Web Librarian otherwise.

I was very excited by the latest acquisition, donated by a past 
member. It is a book on the Chaffin name containing not only 
the names of an American Chaffin family but also the names of 
other Chaffins in America and the UK which the author could 
not fit into his tree. It was published in 1912, and is probably 
one of the first one-name study books ever published.

Availability
Our libraries are suitable for all one-name material. Usually it is 
current members who give their material to the Guild, and often 
it is those who are thinking of leaving or have recently left the 
Guild. But it is the duty of the Guild to help preserve all one-
name study material and so we are open to storing data from 
non-members. But it must be one-name, not family research.

This article is titled “Archiving Your Study,” but really the 
service is available for the secure storage of your study at 
any time, not when you are ending your work on the study. 
However, it would not usually be desirable to digitise work on 
paper if it was going to be added to later. Archived files can be 
replaced by later work simply by sending the new files to the 
library, with clear instructions on what they replace.

The Library Team
The activities of the main library (the third bullet of the list 
above) are managed by the Library Team, led by the Librarian 
& Archivist. The present team is Anne Shankland (Web 
Librarian), Cliff Kemball (Assistant Treasurer), Roy Rayment 
(Front Office Manager), and me. n

One-name study book on the Chaffin name, kindly donated to 
the Guild by Phyl Ralton.

WANTED:
Volunteers to help with digitising

If you think you can help the Guild, please contact
librarian @one-name.org

A3 scanner provided

http://www.one-name.org/members/donating.html
mailto:librarian@one-name.org
mailto:librarian@one-name.org
mailto:librarian%20%40one-name.org?subject=
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The Guild Marriage Index (GMI) comprises a list of marriages 
that took place in England and Wales between July 1837 
and December 1945, collected from individuals, Marriage 

Challengers, and people transcribing marriage locator points 
(cardinal points). Where appropriate, England and Wales 
marriages in the Guild’s BMD Vault can also be included in the 
GMI. This Guild database provides members with two search 
facilities:

•	 A surname search. It enables members to search 
for their own registered name(s) amongst marriages 
entered into the GMI.

•	 A GRO place search. From year, quarter, and volume, 
this search provides a list of GRO page numbers with 
the corresponding locations where marriages took 
place.

Improvements in the Guild Marriage Index
In 2015 a number of significant improvements have been made 
to the GMI which have increased the usefulness of the Index to 
our members. These improvements include:

•	 Converting to a fully web-based database, which not 
only makes most searches very much faster, but also 
makes it possible to maintain the GMI entirely on-line 
as a continuously incremented online Index. At the 
time of writing this article the Guild Marriage Index 
contained entries for 1,033,943 marriages; although 
by the time you read this article hopefully the number 
of entries will have significantly increased. Our aim 
is to submit sufficient GMI files to the GMI database 
to increase the number of marriage entries to over 2 
million by the end of 2016.

•	 Enabling members to see the entries for their own 
study name (previously only spouse names, not study 
names, were searchable). 

•	 Increasing the volume of marriages that could be 
uploaded to the GMI 

•	 Extending the period for marriages that could be 
entered into the GMI, from 1911 to 1945

•	 Encouraging the creation of cardinal points

•	 Improving the validation checks to ensure the GMI 
data is valid

•	 Introducing an Inferred Marriage Partners (IMP) 
facility to enable additional marriages to be identified

•	 Assessing the coverage in the GMI

•	 Analysing RD coverage by marriage place

•	 Allowing the possibility in the future of amalgamating 
all the Guild BMD indexes into a single database

Use of the Index to Identify the
Location of a Marriage
In his article (JOONS July 2001 7(7), 6-9), Paul Millington 
explained how the GRO page number could be used to find 
the parish (or other place) of marriage. He identified that 
marriages were recorded by the GRO in a particular order —
firstly Anglican marriages, in alphabetical order of parish; and 
then other marriages (non-conformist, other religions, civil 
ceremonies in register offices). Based on this information and 
the fact that the marriages for each place start on a fresh 
odd-numbered page, it is possible to identify the location of a 
marriage or at least reduce the number of registers to search. 
The more entries uploaded to the GMI, the more effective is 
the facility to find the location of a marriage.

Modification of the Search Restrictions
The GMI allows members to modify the search facilities as 
follows: 

•	They can remove the restriction altogether, and 
allow any member to see any entries that they have 
submitted.

•	They can choose to be able to include their own 
entries in the search results, while other members 
will still not see these entries.

•	They can choose to be able to include ONLY their own 
entries in the search results, while other members 
will still not see these entries (this is intended to 
help members review their own contributions).

Increasing the Volume of Marriages
That Could Be Uploaded
There is scope for identifying significant numbers of marriages 
which are not currently in the GMI. These can come from the 
Guild’s BMD Vault or other sources and can significantly add to 
the volume of entries in the GMI. I and other volunteers are 
currently working on a number of large files to submit to the 
GMI. These include:

by Cliff Kemball MCG (Marriage Index Coordinator, Member 3389) and 
Anne Shankland MCG (Indexes Administrator, Member 1554)

Guild of One-Name Studies
Marriage Index 1837-1945

http://www.one-name.org/members/pdfs/marriage_index.pdf
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•	A Northamptonshire file, containing 167,185 
marriages

•	 A series of Manchester files, containing over 100,000 
marriages

•	 Isle of Wight marriages, consisting of over 90,000 
marriages

•	 A Smith file, containing over 90,000 marriages

These entries should all be uploaded to the GMI by January 
2016. There are other possible sources of UK marriage 
data, such as unwanted marriage certificates or certificate 
exchange websites which offer details of marriages. These 
sources are currently being examined, but if you have 
examples of other possible sources of UK marriage data 
please contact GMI Coordinator Cliff Kemball at marriage-
index@one-name.org. 

Extending the Period to 1945
The GMI was originally set up covering the period September 
quarter 1837 to December quarter 1911, mainly because 
the spouse’s surname was included in the GRO records only 
from 1912 onwards. However, there has been a demand 
from some Guild members to extend the GMI to cover more-
recent marriages. As a result, the GMI has been extended 
up to 1945, and will be gradually extended further as 
the additional registration districts for later periods are 
incorporated into the GMI.

Encouraging the Creation of Cardinal Points
“Cardinal points” first appeared in the fifth edition of the 
GMI. They are the result of a deliberate extraction, from 
parish registers, of the first and last marriages in each 
quarter in each year. Marriage records were sometimes sent 
to the civil authorities rather late, and so may appear in the 
“wrong” quarter of the GRO index. Cardinal points refer to 
the first and last marriages as they appear in the GRO index, 
not necessarily the first and last in calendar quarters in the 
parish register (although that will usually be the case). A 
complete set of cardinal points for a district should enable 
any Church of England marriage in that district to be located 
from its GRO reference.

Improving the Validation Checks
A level of validation checks are already imposed on files 
uploaded to the GMI to ensure the data is valid. However, 
the validation facilities are being increased to identify 
where data is missing (for example, GRO data such as 
volume and/or page numbers) or is incorrect or incomplete 
(for example, registration district and/or church location). 
Over a period of time this will enable the Guild to improve 
the validity and completeness of the data shown in the 
GMI. For example, there are currently 59,869 records in the 
GMI database where the church location is not recorded, 
and a further 292 records where the GRO page is missing. 
These increased validation procedures will help improve the 
usefulness of the GMI.

Introducing an Inferred Marriage Partners
Prior to 1852, up to four marriages were entered on each 
page of the register. After that (with a few exceptions) 
there are two marriages per page. Once a marriage has been 
identified in the GMI for 1852 onwards, it is possible to infer 
the marriage partners of the other marriage on the register 

page. For example, the GMI identifies that Joseph William 
KEMBALL married Sophia FRENCH at Colchester St Leonard 
on 18 October 1852 (quarter 4, volume 4a, page 403). By 
searching this marriage on www.freeBMD.org.uk you can 
infer that George ALLEN married Eliza Ann FROST, as these 
are the only two other names appearing on that page. 

The Guild is initiating a project for inferring marriage 
partners and uploading the information into the GMI. If the 
inferred marriage partners are registered Guild surnames, 
the information will immediately assist Guild members in 
their researches. If the inferred names are not registered 
names, they provide the opportunity to be of use for 
either future Guild members or to members registering 
new surnames. If you consider you can assist in providing 
examples of inferred marriage partners please contact GMI 
Coordinator Cliff Kemball at marriage-index@one-name.org. 

Coverage in the GMI by Registration District
There is a facility within the GMI for the GMI administrators 
to assess the coverage by registration district. For the period 
1837 to 1851, there were 645 registration districts; and for 
the period 1852-1946, there were 858 registration districts. 
As you would expect, the coverage differs considerably, 
ranging from 42,325 for the Northampton registration district 
to just a single entry for some 20 registration districts such 
as Folkestone or Blackpool, or no entries at all for others. 
If you would like to provide some assistance with a specific 
registration district, details of the current coverage in the 
GMI can be provided.

Identifying RD Coverage by Marriage Place
There is also a facility for providing a list of marriage places 
within a specified registration district. Such a list provides 
a facility for identifying and correcting missing data and 
incorrect spellings, and for standardising the marriage 
locations. For example, a list of the marriage places for the 
Dartford registration district reveals 134 entries where the 
marriage location is blank. Work is in hand to correct and 
standardise these entries.

Why Members Should Submit Marriages to the GMI
The success of the GMI is dependent on maximising the 
volume of data for UK marriages, to ensure that it is useful 
to Guild members and assists with finding the probable 
location where the marriage took place. The greater the 
volume of data in the GMI, the greater will be its usefulness 
to members. In addition, if members contribute to providing 
cardinal points for the GMI, it will also assist members 
who are undertaking a Guild Marriage Challenge by guiding 
them to the likely location of the requested marriages for a 
specific registration district.

Can You Help Expand the GMI?
Guild members are likely to have extensive lists of marriages, 
and as such are encouraged to contribute marriages to the 
Guild Marriage Index. If you feel that you can help, go to 
http://www.one-name.org/members/GMI/contrib.html, 
which provides details on how you can contribute to the GMI.

Amalgamating all the Guild Indexes
Eventually, the aim is to unify all the Guild indexes dealing 
with birth, marriage, and death events into a single database 
which can offer all the facilities and more of the existing 
indexes. Look out for a future journal article detailing the 
progress made on this project. n

mailto:marriage-index@one-name.org
mailto:marriage-index@one-name.org
http://www.freeBMD.org.uk
mailto:marriage-index@one-name.org
http://www.one-name.org/members/GMI/contrib.html
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A recent conversation with a fellow 
Guild member was the catalyst for 
this article. They commented, “I 

am the only one, it seems, researching 
this name; you must feel the same.” 
Well no, I don’t feel exactly the same, 
but here is why:

I believe that in order to inform others 
of our one-name or surname research, 
we need to “get out there” and share 
it. You may feel like you are the only 
one now, but that is because others are 
not known to us; and what about those 
researchers and interested parties in the 
future?

My own study — for the surname of 
ORLANDO — can feel (and did for a long 
time) rather insular. I felt that in this 
digital instant world we live in, an online 
presence was essential to success, using 
a variety of mediums.

I have a Guild profile. Since the move of 
the Guild profiles to the new platform, 
it has become so much easier to create 
and amend a Guild profile. It can now 
incorporate pictures and maps to 
illustrate a specific surname. 

Do you have a Guild profile? And do 
you have an email address registered 
with the Guild for your study alias to 
forward to?

I purchased a domain name for the 
Orlando study back in 2002, when I first 
joined and registered the name with the 
Guild. I built a website of sorts, and it 
remained on my previous ISP’s site until 
I switched broadband providers about 
two years ago. I sourced a new hosting 
facility and gradually began to think of 
the set-up for the Orlando website.

At the very start of this process I needed 
to decide how I was going to structure 
the site. The Orlando study has not 
evolved (like many studies), starting 
with the United Kingdom where I live 
and then moving to Italy, where the 
name and my family hails from. It was 

a global study from the very beginning, 
and therefore I decided that I would lay 
the website out in dataset structure. Of 
course, it may change over time, but for 
now it works well. 

One of the things that I did take into 
account was the embracing of sharing 
the study with others and preserving 
for the future. I therefore set about 
creating a global master index which 
can be accessed from the website by 
other researchers. I use Google Drive 
to host the spreadsheet, and whilst it is 
available to others, it is only available in 
“view” mode. Google Drive is accessible 
with Excel, and whilst I could have 
simply uploaded my Excel file, I chose 
to save as a Google document, as that 
takes up less space in my Google Drive.

The master index is linked to both my 
Guild profile and website.

The biggest challenge I face is processing 
the material that I already have so that 
the 50,000 Orlando references are 
placed in the master index. It is a huge 
task and will probably take at least a 
year to complete.

I also have an Orlando blog which I 
host using Google Blogger. Here I share 
snippets of information, such as latest 
discoveries and obituaries — in fact, 
anything Orlando-related. The blog is 
linked to both the Guild profile and the 
website.

I pondered on the idea of a newsletter 
and almost dismissed the idea. In some 
ways it almost seems ridiculous, writing 
a newsletter and then being the only 
one reading it. However, I made the 
decision I would write a newsletter, 
which I have given the name Orlando 
News. Currently, no one else submits 
material, but hopefully over time that 
will change. The newsletter is advertised 
via the blog and can be downloaded 
from my website. It is also linked back 
to the Guild profile. I also use the Guild 
document upload facility, and each copy 
now sits within the Guild online library.

I also sought an ISSN from the British 
Library. After filling in a small form 
and agreeing to supply a copy of the 
newsletter each time one is published, I 
was granted an ISSN which is now shown 
on each edition.

Around the same time I created a 
Facebook group for the Orlando study. 
At the start there was just myself and 
my husband, because when a group is 
first created there must be more than 
just the creator listed. As soon as the 
group was up and running my husband 
removed himself, and before long I 
was joined by another real life, living 
Orlando! I was delighted! 

Again, the Facebook group is linked to 
my Guild profile, website, and blog. 
There are now 12 of us on the Facebook 
group, and each time I share material 

by Julie Goucher (Member 3925)

Get Your Study OUT THERE!

The Orlando One-Name Study profile housed at the Guild.
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via the blog I push it across to the 
Facebook group. There is not a huge 
amount of discussion, but that will 
develop over time. Whilst the group’s 
growth has been small, there has 
been at least some growth, and that is 
important. What is more interesting is 
that I have not actively promoted the 
Facebook page. I created it, linked it to 
the website, and sat back and waited. 
Others have actively searched and found 
the group and then requested to join.

I also created a Twitter feed for the 
Orlando study, and whilst not especially 
active it does connect to various 
genealogical followers and my own 
personal Twitter feed (@juliegoucher) 
and to my profile, website, etc.

Lastly, the DNA study. The Orlando DNA 
project was created back in 2007. There 
are five people involved in the study, and 
the recent changes at Family Tree DNA 
(FTDNA) prompted me to send a general 
email to the participants. Of course, the 
DNA study is linked to the blog, website, 
and Guild profile.

All these different elements work 
together in unison. 

Think of your one-name or surname 
research as your shop. A website adds 
a dimension, encouraging people to 
browse. A master index can be defined 
as a mechanism by which people can 
search, perhaps akin to a site map. A 
newsletter keeps people up to date, 
with the ability to download archived 
editions. Your blog is a shop window, 

which changes often, whereas your 
website is more static, with various 
uploads and adjustments over time. The 
social media elements of Twitter and 
Facebook attract people where they 
are. It is also a way of advertising to 
the genealogical community and other 
interested parties that there have been 
newsletters published or material added 
to the website. The DNA study sits as a 
subsidiary to the one-name study, and 
whilst very different from the main 
study, it is separate yet linked. 

Personalisation of your sites is important: 
it is effectively branding. The reason is, 
of course, recognition at a glance across 
all the mediums you have chosen to use: 
Guild profile pictures, Twitter avatars, 
website, and Facebook headers.

The best way to gain traction and 
interaction with others is to have an 
online presence of your study. That 
presence and consistency will shout out 
into the ether and will engage others 
over time.

Does your study have a presence online? 

Key Tips
•	No two one-name studies are the 

same.

•	There is no right or wrong way to 
display/share/advertise your study. 
What works for you?

•	Be prepared to explore and share 
other methods. They may not work 
for you or feel comfortable, but 
unless you try you won’t know.

•	Share the existence of your study 
where genealogists and others are — 
look at Twitter, Facebook, and other 
forms of social media.

Websites
•	Orlando website: www.orlando-ons.

co.uk 

•	Orlando Blog: http://www.orlando-
ons.blogspot.com

•	Orlando DNA Project: www.
familytreedna.com/public/orlando/

• Orlando Facebook Group: https://
www. f acebook . com/g roup s/
orlandofamily/ n

The introduction page for the Orlando One-Name Study blog.

The Orlando One-Name Study website can 
be found at  www.orlando-ons.co.uk.

http://www.orlando-ons.co.uk
http://www.orlando-ons.co.uk
http://www.orlando-ons.blogspot.com
http://www.orlando-ons.blogspot.com
www.familytreedna.com/public/orlando/
www.familytreedna.com/public/orlando/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/orlandofamily/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/orlandofamily/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/orlandofamily/
http://www.orlando-ons.co.uk
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The Guild has made a little bit of history by holding their 
first seminar in Boston, USA. My husband, Ken, and I 
were privileged to be part of this event. When it was 

first announced we expressed an interest, but thought it a 
very long way to go (never mind the expense) for a seminar 
— we have both attended every seminar since 2010 and Ken 
for a lot longer, so we were a bit disappointed not to be able 
to attend this one. We then had a chance to visit Ken’s son 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, at around the same time to see 
Ken’s new (by this time eight months old) grandson. This was 
too good an opportunity to miss. 

We planned a three-week holiday, spending a week in Boston, 
attending the two-day seminar and seeing the local sights on 
the other days. After taking a trolley tour to get a feel of the 
place, we spent two of those days in the Boston Public Library 
and a day visiting (as my children put it) my “witchy” friends 
in Salem. Then we drove slowly to Pittsburgh, sightseeing 
along the way. As it turned out, we also took an unplanned 
trip to Bob Young’s home in Connecticut to deliver a memory 
stick containing photographs of the seminar.

The Guild Comes to Boston seminar was held at the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) Building in 
Boston. It was organised by Bob Young, with Tessa Keough for 
the Guild and Ginevra Morse, Director of Education and Online 
Programs at NEHGS. Bob, whose idea the seminar was, took on 
the programme planning through Ginevra. The logistics were 
handled by Tessa (with a sharing of ideas and goals). The amount 
of time and effort expended by Bob and Tessa in the planning 
stages resulted in the NEHGS assuming full responsibility 
for managing the programme. Because of the constraints 
of space, the seminar was limited to 25 attendees, some of 
whom were Guild members and some NEHGS members. We 
were lucky to be included because we actually applied after 

the official closing date. Bob fit 
us in because at that point only 
22 people had applied, but it 
meant that we were unable to 
stay in the same hotel as the 
other attendees. 

On the evening before the 
seminar, Ken and I met with Bob 
Young and Steven Whitebread 
at a local restaurant called 
the Hops & Scotch for a pre-
seminar meal. We were joined 
by Carolyn (Candy) Dennis-
Sykes, who was accompanied 
by her husband (who was 
not attending the seminar)

who introduced himself as “Bob, the chauffeur.” It was a 
good evening and an opportunity to get to know some of the 
attendees.

Thursday 24 September 2015
The first day of the seminar started after registration and a 
continental breakfast with “squagels” (square bagels) — we 
were assured these were a local delicacy! This was a good way 
to get chatting to other participants, the majority of whom 
came from around the USA. There were also three people 
from Canada and the two of us from the UK. 

There were copies of the Guild Journal and American 
Ancestors (the NEHGS publication) on the tables, as well as 
a named resources pack for each participant. Tessa Keough 
(who was unable to attend the seminar) wrote a personal 
welcome letter and provided a lot of information about one 
of each attendee’s chosen names, including maps of actual 
numbers and locations of the name in 1881 and information 
about other attendees’ chosen names. There was a map of 
the NEHGS building, information about the NEHGS library, 
information about the Guild of One-Name Studies and benefits 
of membership, a map of the local area with a map of the 
local transportation methods, and a list of local eateries. Each 
participant received a copy of the Seven Pillars: The Art of 
One-Name Studies and a Guild USB drive which contained The 
Member’s Handbook, over 100 Guild Journals, The Art of One-
Name Studies, and the Guild Register.

After breakfast there was a welcome from Ginevra, who 
outlined the day and told us to ask her, or Education Assistant 
Gabby Passaro, for anything we needed or were not sure about. 
Both Ginevra and Gabby were kept very busy keeping myself 

by Jean Toll (Member 6183)

The Guild Comes to Boston:
The Guild’s First USA Seminar

Library Patron Services and Consultations Manager Alice Kane 
helping a seminar participant on NEHGS’ 7th floor.

The New England Historic 
Genealogical Society Library 
and Archives. Photo courtesy 
of NEHGS.
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and Ken well provided with lots of hot 
tea over the two days (for those who 
don’t live in the US, tea is mostly drunk 
iced there, and hot drinks are fruit teas 
or coffee — we don’t drink either). 

The first lecture was “What is a One-
Name Study” by Paul Howes, the Guild 
Chairman. Paul outlined what was 
involved in a one-name study and what 
the Guild was all about. He emphasised 
that there is only one “must do” if you 
belong to the Guild: that is that you 
must answer any queries you receive 
about your study in a timely manner. He 
encouraged those who were not members 
of the Guild to join if they thought they 
were doing a one-name study. He showed 
us some of the websites that Guild 
members have created. An information 
sheet was in the resources handout pack 
provided. There was a short break for 
more coffee, tea, and any squagels that 
were left, followed by: 

“17th Century Immigration to New 
England” by David Allen Lambert, 
NEHGS Chief Genealogist. David’s talk 
was very interesting, covering very 
early immigration to New England, and 
telling of the resources available. David 
provided a list of published and online 
resources in the pack. 

This was followed by an “Orientation to 
NEHGS Collections” by NEHGS Library 
Director Jean Maguire, who explained 
what resources they hold and what was 
kept where. Then lunch.

The afternoon session started with 
an optional tour of the facilities with 
Library Patron Services and Consultations 
Manager Alice Kane. The facilities are 
over seven floors and I was very glad of 
the lift! It is a fabulous building and a 
wonderful calm place to do research. Next 
was optional individual research using 
the library, and one-to-one consultations 
with Guild or NEHGS representatives if 
requested. Following this was a question-
and-answer session with members of 
both the Guild and NEHGS. 

There being no questions, we made our 
way to the FiRE+iCE restaurant for a 
Mongolian barbeque, which Bob insisted 
would be great fun! He was not wrong! 
This is an eat-all-you-can meal. You 
have a bowl and go and collect your 
ingredients. You choose from all sorts 
of pasta, meats, fish, vegetables, fruit, 
rice, etc. You choose a sauce to have 
cooked with your bowl of ingredients. 
You then give your bowl to one of the 
chefs and he cooks it all on a huge 

grill along with others (lots are cooked 
together in little piles with your pile 
separate from my pile). 

I had a mixture of chicken, pulled pork, 
onion, mushrooms, and a turkey burger 
and no sauce (mine was cooked on a 
special grill because of possible allergies 
and intolerances). It was so good. I have 
never had a turkey burger like it. You can 
repeat this process again and again until 
you are well-stuffed!! (Not my words — 
the words of another diner.) We were 
joined by Ginevra and were surprised to 
be joined by John Lisle and his wife — it 
was good to meet him after seeing him 
on the Guild Forum, Guild Hangouts, 
and the Guild Facebook page; and good 
to meet his wife, too.

Friday 25 September 2015
The second day of the seminar was just 
as interesting as the first. Breakfast 
was again the first item on the agenda, 
with squagels, of course! 

The first lecture was “Atlantic Canada 
Research” by David Allen Lambert of 
NEHGS. David told us about Atlantic 
Canada research and named many and 
various resources — some of which were 
available in the NEHGS Library. David 
provided a list of the general guides to 
Atlantic Canada for future use. 

After a short break for tea, coffee, 
and the rest of the squagels it was the 
turn of Paul Howes of the Guild again: 
“Organising and Publishing a One-Name 
Study.” Paul outlined the main ways 
people organise their studies and said 
that the Guild did not dictate how to 
do this; it is your own choice how you 

organise things. He also told of the 
wealth of knowledge that was available 
to members from other members 
through the forum, seminars, marriage 
challenges, etc. He outlined various 
resources that could be useful. Paul also 
outlined many options for publishing 
your study, including websites, and 
gave a demonstration of his own Howes 
website at http://www.howesfamilies.
com/.

After lunch there was an optional 
website demonstration by NEHGS 
Front-End Developer Andy Hanson-
Dvoracek, who gave a demonstration of 
AmericanAncestors.org, outlining what 
was where and how to find various 
things.

This was again followed by optional 
individual research using the library and 
one-to-one consultations if requested. 
Following this was a question-and-
answer session with members of both 
the Guild and NEHGS. 

There again being no questions, we 
all headed off to the Friday night 
reception, which was held in an Italian 
restaurant called Papa Razzi, where we 
were plied with Italian “nibbles.” Some 
of the group stayed to a meal in the 
same restaurant after the reception. 

The whole seminar was a great success 
and, from our point of view, a great 
opportunity to meet and talk with 
members of NEHGS and members of the 
Guild from the USA and Canada, and a 
very good idea to mix the two groups. 
I believe that both organisations each 
gained several new members. n

The NEHGS research library. Photo courtesy of NEHGS.

http://www.howesfamilies.com/
http://www.howesfamilies.com/


Journal of One-Name Studies,  January-March 201618

I looked forward to the Guild seminar in Boston for several 
reasons: 

• 	Participating in the very first Guild seminar in North 
America

• 	Spending some research time at the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS)

• 	Meeting Paul Howes and other Guild members

• 	Seeing how it is done

• 	Last but not least, I always love to visit Boston

In July this year I took over as Canada East rep for the Guild, 
and shortly after that agreed to be the Canada rep. Not being 
a long-term member, I did experience a bit of head spinning 
and a sense of “What have I done?” So the September 
seminar could not have been better timed for me. It was an 
opportunity to jump into Guild culture, and Boston is only  a 
1½-hour flight from my residence in Halifax, Nova Scotia. (In 
North American terms, this is almost next door!)

I accomplished all my goals and more. I learned so much 
from Paul Howes’ lecture in terms of how to introduce one-
name studies, and was amazed at the scope of the Howes 
study, the collaborative aspect, and the demonstration of 
the website. I was thrilled to have another Canadian member 
in attendance, from the opposite coast in western Canada. 
Great to meet and chat with you, Cerian Thatcher, about 
your Postle one-name study. 

I was also pleased to have 
David Lambert, senior 
genealogist at NEHGS, 
speak about resources for 
Atlantic Canada. You may 
wonder why a lecture 
topic on Atlantic Canadian 
resources is given at a one-
name seminar in the United 
States! In the New England 
states, one doesn’t have to 
go far to encounter someone 
with strong genealogical ties 
to the Canadian provinces 
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, 
and Newfoundland and Labrador. These connections were 
reinforced for me as American attendees at the seminar 
approached me to share their own stories — so many of them 
had Nova Scotia roots. I went home with two sets of surnames 
to check at my home society, the Genealogical Association of 
Nova Scotia. 

I also had an interesting chat with David Lambert, who has 
his own NS connections and had been in my province to do 
research some years ago. The back and forth between the 
Canadian and US border in the east was very common in the 
late 1800s to early 1900s, with Boston the centre. Everyone 
had a relative or two who relocated or spent some time in 
the Boston area. And going further back in history, those who 
came to Canada as New England planters or United Empire 
Loyalists had some of their descendants drift back to the 
USA. For one-namers, if you lose track of a family in the 
eastern US or Canada, always do a check on crossing the 
border. This same phenomenon occurred along the border in 
other states and provinces. 

I must compliment Robert Young on his social convening 
duties. The dinner at FiRE+iCE on the first night was great 
fun and an opportunity to get to know people and their 
genealogy. The reception in the late afternoon the next day 
at Papa Razzi was fantastic, where so many hors d’oeuvres 
were provided that no dinner was required that night!

It was encouraging to hear that nine new members joined 
the Guild as a result of the two-day seminar. For me, the 
success factors in this seminar demonstrate the ideal for 
Guild promotion in North America. There is a partnership 
with a recognized organization (the NEHGS); the location is a 
popular one (Boston) and relatively central for a geographic 
area (New England and eastern Canada); most of the non-
Guild attendees are already genealogy fans (members of 
NEHGS); interesting lectures; casual and open ambience 
with one-namers open to sharing; and the opportunity for 
those considering a one-name to have personal consultations 
with someone like Paul Howes. With fewer big events and 
conferences than in the UK, this type of model may be the 
best focus for North America. n

Seminar participants gather at a reception at Papa Razzi Trattoria 
in Boston.

by Peggy Chapman (Member 6722)

The Boston Seminar: 
A Canadian’s Perspective

NEHGS’ David Lambert shows 
resources for Atlantic Canada.
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In the July issue of the JoONS I put forward my theory of 
where the Hollow name originated. Briefly, my theory is that 
the name Hollow grew from the older version, Holla, and 

that Holla might be a locative name. That is, a name that is 
taken from the name of a place. Conventionally, people who 
research name origins have suggested that Holla and Hollow 
were geographical names that were linked to a geographical 
feature, in our case a hollow, or alternatively a moor. “Moor” 
because our name may have come from the word “hallow,” 
an old word for a moor. So the name was taken or given to 
those who live by a hollow or moor. I argue that if this is the 
origin of our name then the name should widely distributed 
around Britain, as there are hollows and moors all over the 
country. However, the name is not widely known; it is more or 
less restricted to Cornwall, and mostly to the western part of 
Cornwall, the Penwith region.

I managed to find at least two places in western England —
actually, farming properties — that were named Holla. One 
was in middle Cornwall near Probus, the other in Devon (the 
adjacent county to Cornwall). Some surnames do derive from 
the village or manor or farm that people worked on. The 
weakness of my argument is that neither of the Holla properties 
were in the Penwith region, and I could not find a place called 
Holla there. My explanation is that the families that owned 
these two Holla properties did own other properties in the 
Penwith region and that somehow one Holla — or maybe more 
than one — took up residence in that part of Cornwall, and the 
family grew from there.

In the July Journal, (Vol 12, Issue 3, page 21) I mentioned that 
I was going to contact researchers at the University of Western 
England at Bristol who were working on surname origins and 
were about to publish their findings. This I did, and I received 
a reply from Richard Coates, the leading investigator of the 
project and professor of linguistics/onomastics at the university. 
He said: 

I agree from the evidence in the paper you attached that 
there is a prima facie case for the name coming, in at 
least some instances, from a place-name in Cornwall, and 
I’ll ask our Cornish consultant for his comments. 

Then a few days later:

I’ve heard back from Oliver Padel, our Cornish consultant, 
and I attach what almost amounts to a full academic 
paper on the topic! As you will see, he agrees with you 
that Hollow is likely to come from C16 Holla, and that 
Hollow and Hollows probably have different origins, but 
he doesn’t think, on the balance of the evidence, that 
Hollow/Holla is a locative name. There are different ways 
of taking the evidence, and I tend to think he’s being a bit 
cautious: see what you think.

Oliver Padel did pour cold water on my idea that Holla was a 
locative name. The two places called Holla he concluded were 
not relevant, as one was in Devon and the other, although in 
Cornwall, was in the parish of Cornelly which is adjacent to 
Probus. His main argument was that if the name Holla originated 
from these places there would be evidence of the name Holla 
in their records.

A fellow GOONS member who responded to my article put a 
different take on the theory:

You ask a question: “If the name Holla is linked to a property 
in the middle of Cornwall, how do we explain the surname 
being used predominantly in the west of Cornwall?”

I should have thought that this was obvious. Surely, a 
locative name (e.g. A) was given to someone living in place 
B who came from place A. People living in place A would 
never be called A, but be given other names in order to 
distinguish them all from one another.

I like the logic here. If you are the only man from Holla in the 
village, wouldn’t that be an obvious name for you to be given? 

Oliver Padel did offer his ideas of where the name came from:

Occurring where it does at the date when it does, the 
surname could be a Cornish-language one; as such, it 
could be either nickname-descriptive or occupational in 
type; but I cannot think of any suitable word in Cornish 
having the right form for either of those types. A third 
possibility is that it is a patronymic. There were various 
vernacular forenames ending in -a, of the pattern Tomma 
(Thomas), Jacka (John, Jack), Watta (Walter), and so on, 
and these did give rise to surnames in the 16th century; 
again presumably with preservation of Middle English -e 
(though possibly with some Cornish-language input too, 
in west Cornwall). However, I cannot readily think of a 
suitable forename to have given rise to Holla (Henry, pet-
form Hal, is possible but not very convincing). But that is 
my best guess for an origin on the present information...

These ideas lack any evidence, as Oliver Padel suggests, so they 
do not get us much closer to an answer. Oliver did mention a 
nickname-descriptive as a possible source. I have a reprint of 
an old book, The Ancient Language and the Dialect of Cornwall 
by Fred WP Jago, printed in 1882. It contains what it calls a 
“Glossary of Cornish Provincial Words.” Within the glossary are 
two references to Holla: “Holla-pot — See Tom-holla;” then 
“Tom-holla — A noisy, rude fellow.”

Could a person who was a noisy rude fellow be given the name 
Holla? Unfortunately, the book doesn’t identify precisely which 
part of Cornwall these words came from. A search of the 
author’s sources may help further the argument. The search 
continues. n

Update on the Origin of Hollow

by Colin Hollow (Member 3056)
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by Sue Swalwell (Member 6024)

The Swalwell ONS: 

A Journey of Discovery But Not of Progress?

The very first steps on this journey were made when 
I was a young child growing up in North Yorkshire. The 
farmhouse where I lived had an enormous attic that was 

a fascinating, if a little scary, place containing a miscellanea 
of objects, old photos, and lots of old correspondence. Digging 
through this treasure trove became a bad-weather pastime for 
my sister and myself.

We would bring our selected treasures 
downstairs where Gran and Grandad 
would explain the objects discovered 
and regale us with stories of the people 
involved. Some of the stories were a 
real puzzle to a young mind, e.g., the 
local family who had 21 children twice 
over; the woman who was a Miss, a 
Mrs, and a Mum all in one day; the guy 
whose name was on the war memorial 
but could also be seen sweeping the 
same memorial in readiness for the 
Remembrance Sunday service. My 
curiosity was piqued — who were these 
people and how were they connected 
to us?

I finally embarked upon the actual journey when my parents 
sold the farm and I rescued much, but not all, of the contents 
of my precious attic from the bonfire that Dad had made. This 
was when my journey into family history began, but it was not 
that long before that journey along my ancestral line came to 
a full stop. My earliest known ancestor is William Swalwell, 
who appears in the records of Great Ayton, North Yorkshire, in 
1761 on the occasion of his first marriage. So my family history 
journey has taken me the small distance of about 15 miles from 
my childhood home to that of my five-times great grandfather.

It was at this point that I encountered the Guild at the “Who 
Do You Think You Are” show and realised that my random 
collection of data regarding unconnected people with the 
surname Swalwell had a name! Unbeknown to me, I had been 
doing a one-name study. So I joined the Guild, thinking that at 
least it would be a new vehicle to advertise my interest in the 
name, the joining of a club of like-minded “extreme” family 
historians; and at best it might magically lead to a breakthrough 
as from where William came.

Swalwell: How Exactly Do You Spell That?
This was a question I heard a lot once I became a migrant in 
London — no one I met had ever heard of the name before 
and I believed there was only one answer: Swalwell. The actual 
number of possible spellings is enormous, as there is not a 
consonant or vowel that has not been altered in the name’s 
history. The forces at work in generating these variations 
appear to be phonetic transition, based upon the spoken word, 
and lexical deviation based upon the written name.

A further influence is “dialect levelling,” a phenomenon 
recognised by linguistic experts and that explains the process by 
which the effect of two speakers adapting their pronunciation 
in order to make the conversation intelligible will lead to a 
convergence of pronunciation. Repeated acts of such speech 
accommodation can lead to permanent reduction of variation 
within dialect. Trudgill, in his book The Dialects of England, 

describes a total of 13 traditional dialects, but “dialect 
levelling” is causing those dialects to converge. Migration of 
both name-bearer and/or clerk therefore becomes a potentially 
significant factor in terms of surname evolution.

Equally, when reading script, there is a tendency for the reader 
to “normalise” the interpretation of the words written based 
upon their personal experience of words and vocabulary. This 
also can lead to the loss of variation and the normalisation of 
vocabulary, as writing is interpreted in the light of words they 
already know.

The net result of these two processes of adaptation is that there 
will be more variation of language — and therefore surnames — 
in the past than there is now. Critically, it also establishes that 
the modern form of a surname may have evolved a long way 
from its point of origin. The objective of an ONS therefore must 
be to attempt to trace and identify the original form of the 
surname as used by the name-bearer. 

At this stage, the decision has been taken to register three 
forms of the name — Swalwell, Swallwell, and Swallowell — as 
they are the ones I can be certain were used by the name-
bearers themselves rather than being an interpretation made by 
a scribe. Swalwell is the main focus and was an obvious choice, 
as it was my maiden name; but there is supporting evidence of 
it being an old form of the surname too. 

Swallwell appears as a common variant and is regularly used 
interchangeably with Swalwell legal documents to describe the 
same individual. 

Swallowell is a less common variant historically but its validity 
as a variant is proven by the apparent evolution that occurred 
when a family bearing the name Swalwell migrated to Canada 
and North America, where the name became permanently 
altered. As a result, there is now an established population of 
Swallowell in those countries.

Swalwell: Where Exactly Does It Come From?
Another common question for a relatively unusual surname. 
Public Profiler identifies 217 individuals bearing the Swalwell 
name in 1881, with an occurrence of eight per million and rank 
order position of 11,813. Further, it shows that the surname is 
in growth in number terms, 329 in 1998 and an occurrence of 
nine per million, but is slipping down the surname rankings to 
position number 12,099. Swallwell is represented in such small 
numbers that it does not alter the above picture significantly, 
and Swallowell is not featured at all.

The Swalwell sisters 
in the era of their 
attic explorations.
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It is not perhaps surprising therefore that Swalwell does not 
appear in many of the surname dictionaries. Where it is found 
it is described as a locational name and is linked to Swalwell, 
near Gateshead in Durham. This is the only place in the modern 
gazetteers of England that is known as Swalwell. 

The map on the left, created 
by “Surname Atlas” based on 
1881 census data, shows a 
strong concentration of name-
bearers in County Durham. It 
seems a reasonable assumption 
therefore that the link with 
Swalwell in Durham is probably 
true.

The issue with reaching that 
conclusion, however, is that 
modern distribution does not 

necessarily reflect the original distribution of the surname 
even though some studies have suggested that there is often a 
strong correlation. In an attempt to move to an earlier pattern 
of distribution, the decision was taken to map the location of 
male marriages (see map below) as an indicator of household 
formation, establishment of breeding populations, continuation 
of the surname and the source of genetic links to the modern 
day. Of course this is not perfect in that they may have married 
in the bride’s parish rather than where their household was 
formed, but as an indicator of distribution bias I believe it works.

A total of 512 marriages have so far been plotted. Only those 
marriages where the parish of marriage has been identified 
have been plotted and each marriage has been attributed to its 
“ancient parish.” This was done to avoid the distorting effect of 
the creation of new parishes which tend to suggest populations 
of name-bearers are less contiguous than they truly are. Again, 
the dominance of Durham in the distribution is evident. The 
“ancient parishes” of greatest influence on distribution in 
terms of both the earliest presence in the parish and number 
of Swalwell marriage events emerge as Gateshead, Durham 
City, Pittington, Hart, and Billingham. In terms of distance, this 
would represent a maximum migration of about 35 miles from 
the hypothesised source of the name.

The attempt to move further back is hampered by the fact that 
the name is concentrated in the Palatinate County of Durham, 
where many of the national taxation records and surveys were 
not completed because the county was run independently by the 
bishops of Durham, so directly comparable data is difficult to 
find. Although not from original sources, I have used catalogue 
searches to create a tentative timeline in the early origins and 
evolution of the surname as shown in the following extract:

The earliest references from these sources suggest that an 
early form of the name was Swalewelles and that there was a 
strong and abiding connection between those bearing the name 
and land in Swalwell itself. It therefore does appear to confirm 
and support the assertion made by the surname academics that 
the surname Swalwell stems from an association with the place 
called Swalwell near Gateshead in the County of Durham. 

I then discovered another reason why the locational surnames 
may be represented less well than other types of surnames in 
the published sources. Reaney, in his preface to A Dictionary of 
Surnames, expresses the view and describes his approach to the 
names to be included as:

The great majority of those eliminated are local surnames 
such as Manchester, Wakefield, Essex etc which can be 
easily identified from the gazetteer. When a local surname 
has been traced to its source, the surname student’s task 
is finished. The meaning of place-names is a problem for 
others.

So in turning my attention to the place name experts, as Reaney 
suggests, it becomes evident that there is another potential 
locational source for the name Swalwell. It was identified 
using The Historical Gazetteer of England’s Place Names, 
which describes Swalwell as an alternative historical name 
for Swallowhill, a hamlet in the parish of Darton, West Riding 
County, York. This place is normally associated with the Swale 
surname, however, and to date only two early references to 
Swalwell or its potential variants can be found here. Both come 
from the Feet of Fines records, i.e.:

PLACE	
  NAME	
  
REFERENCE	
  

YEAR	
   SURNAME	
  
REFERENCE	
  

SOURCE	
  &	
  CONTENT	
  

SUALWELS;	
  
SUALWELLES;	
  
SWALLWELL	
  

1183	
   NONE	
   BOLDON	
  BUKE	
  [9]:	
  "The	
  land	
  of	
  Swallwell	
  (original	
  spelling	
  Sualwelles	
  or	
  
Sualwels)	
  renders	
  16s.	
  William,	
  son	
  of	
  ARNALD,	
  for	
  clearing	
  of	
  120	
  acres	
  
renders	
  one	
  marc	
  

	
   1243	
   de	
  
SWALEWELLE	
  

DURHAM	
  EYRE	
  ROLL	
  27	
  Henry	
  III	
  [10]:	
  Christiana	
  mater	
  Martini	
  de	
  
Swalewelle	
  

	
   1264	
  
or	
  
1278	
  

of	
  SWALWELL	
   Durham	
  Cathedral	
  Muniments	
  Register	
  I	
  Inquisition	
  [11]:	
  “William	
  of	
  
Swalwell”	
  one	
  of	
  many	
  describing	
  historic	
  grazing	
  rights	
  near	
  Gateshead	
  

	
   1296	
   of	
  SWALWELL	
   www.sole.org.uk:	
  	
  Lay	
  Subsidy	
  Roll	
  [12]::	
  Benwell	
  Robert	
  of	
  Swalwell;	
  
Newcastle:	
  Robert	
  of	
  Swalwell	
  

SWALEWELLES	
   1307/
8	
  

lord	
  of	
  
SWALEWELLE
S	
  

Portland	
  of	
  Welbeck	
  (4th	
  Deposit):	
  Deeds	
  and	
  Estate	
  Papers	
  [13];	
  
Indenture,	
  demise.	
  1)	
  Juliana,	
  widow	
  of	
  John,	
  lord	
  of	
  SWALEWELLES	
  …	
  a	
  
meadow	
  called	
  le	
  Langedmedue	
  in	
  Swalewelles	
  

SWALLWELL	
   1309	
   	
   Portland	
  of	
  Welbeck	
  (4th	
  Deposit)	
  [13]:	
  Deeds	
  and	
  Estate	
  Papers;	
  
Swallwell	
  and	
  Whickham	
  

	
   1311	
   of	
  SWALWELL	
   Durham	
  University	
  Library	
  Special	
  Collections	
  Catalogue	
  [14]:	
  Elvet:	
  
William	
  del	
  Gyle	
  sought	
  satisfaction	
  for	
  a	
  debt	
  of	
  £10	
  which	
  Thomas	
  of	
  	
  
Swalwell	
  

	
   1314	
   de	
  
SWALWELL	
  

Portland	
  of	
  Welbeck	
  (4th	
  Deposit)	
  [13]:	
  Deeds	
  and	
  Estate	
  Papers;	
  Deed	
  
poll,	
  receipt	
  and	
  quitclaim.	
  1)	
  Thos.	
  de	
  SWALWELL,	
  s.	
  and	
  h.	
  of	
  John	
  de	
  
SWALWELL	
  

	
   1321	
   de	
  
SWALEWELL	
  

Portland	
  of	
  Welbeck	
  (4th	
  Deposit)	
  [13]:	
  Deeds	
  and	
  Estate	
  Papers	
  
Nottinghamshire	
  Archives	
  DD/4P/21/112:	
  Deed	
  poll,	
  quitclaim.	
  1)	
  Thos.	
  
de	
  SWALEWELL,	
  as	
  above,	
  lord	
  of	
  S.	
  

SWALWELLES	
   1326	
   de	
  
SWALWELLES	
  

Portland	
  of	
  Welbeck	
  (4th	
  Deposit)	
  [13}	
  Deeds	
  and	
  Estate	
  Papers;	
  Deed	
  
poll,	
  quitclaim.	
  1)	
  Thos.,	
  s.	
  of	
  late	
  John	
  de	
  SWALWELLES….	
  all	
  right	
  in	
  le	
  
Langmedow	
  in	
  Swalwelles	
  

SWALOUWELL	
   1335	
   	
   Portland	
  of	
  Welbeck	
  (4th	
  Deposit)	
  [13Indenture,	
  grant.	
  meadow	
  called	
  le	
  
Lang	
  Medou	
  in	
  Swalouwell	
  

SWALEWELLES	
   1340-­‐
1	
  

	
   Portland	
  of	
  Welbeck	
  (4th	
  Deposit)	
  [13]	
  Deed	
  poll,	
  grant.	
  both	
  meadows	
  
described	
  as	
  in	
  Swalewelles.	
  

SWALEWELS	
   1341	
   	
   Portland	
  of	
  Welbeck	
  (4th	
  Deposit)	
  [13]	
  	
  Letters	
  patent	
  of	
  Richard,	
  bishop	
  
of	
  Durham	
  [15].	
  meadow	
  in	
  Quicham	
  and	
  Swalewels	
  

SWALWELL	
   1382	
   	
   Bishop	
  Hatfield’s	
  Survey	
  [15]	
  "	
  The	
  tenants	
  jointly	
  hold	
  the	
  mill	
  of	
  Swalwell,	
  
the	
  fishery	
  there,	
  and	
  the	
  toll	
  of	
  ale,	
  and	
  used	
  to	
  pay	
  thirty-­‐eight	
  pounds,	
  
now	
  only	
  xx."	
  

SWALWELS	
   1390	
   SWALWELS	
   Deputy	
  Keepers	
  Records.	
  Parliamentray	
  Papers	
  House	
  of	
  Commons	
  &	
  
Command	
  vol	
  33	
  [16]	
  Custancia	
  widow	
  of	
  William	
  de	
  Swalwels:	
  grant	
  of	
  the	
  
custody	
  of	
  the	
  lands	
  etc	
  late	
  of	
  William	
  de	
  Swalwels	
  in	
  Swalwels	
  

SWALEWELLS	
   1392	
   SWALEWELLS	
   Deputy	
  Keepers	
  Records.	
  Parliamentray	
  Papers	
  House	
  of	
  Commons	
  &	
  
Command	
  vol	
  33	
  [16]	
  	
  Custancia	
  widow	
  of	
  William	
  de	
  Swalewells:	
  
recognizance	
  for	
  the	
  production	
  of	
  William	
  son	
  and	
  heir	
  of	
  William	
  de	
  
Swalewells	
  to	
  the	
  Bishop	
  

	
   1395	
   SWALLWELL	
   Deputy	
  Keepers	
  Records.	
  Parliamentray	
  Papers	
  House	
  of	
  Commons	
  &	
  
Command	
  vol	
  33	
  [16]	
  	
  Swallwell	
  John:	
  recognizance	
  

	
   1403-­‐ SWALWELLS	
   The	
  Swalwell	
  Story:	
  William	
  Brown'History	
  of	
  Swalwell	
  1893	
  [15a]	
  :	
  

	
  	
  	
  Swalwell	
  

1500’s	
  

1600’s	
  

1700’s	
  

1800’s	
  
1900’s	
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1403-1407: Feet of Fines: Yorkshire: John de Bretton’, 
chaplain, William Coke of Morethorp’ and John Whytacres 
of Thorp’ by Madirsay, querents, and John Swalwell’ and 
Agnes, his wife, deforciants.

1407: Feet of Fines: Yorkshire: William de Ledes, 
chaplain, and Thomas de Tykehill’, querents, and 
Robert Swaloughill’ of Doncastre and Julian, his wife, 
deforciants. 3 messuages and 7 acres of land in Doncastre 
and Neuton’ by Sprotburgh’.

It therefore seems that my theory that William, son of Arnald, 
may have been given the by-name William de Swalewelles as 
a result of clearing the 120 acres of land in Swalewelles and 
had become the single progenitor for all the individuals now 
carrying the Swalwell name is unlikely. The strongest theory at 
this stage of enquiry must be that there is more than one point 
of origin for the Swalwell name and therefore my fledgling DNA 
study could become an important determinant of progress with 
my ONS. 

Swalwell: What Does It Mean?
The most common explanation I have found is that it means 
swallow, stream, or spring; the explanation given is that the first 
component of the name is derived from the Anglo Saxon word 
“swealwe” meaning “swallow.” However the only proffered 
explanation of the salience of swallows to the topography 
and location of Swalwell is that it is located on the River 
Derwent where it joins the Tyne, and it is asserted that “the 
junction of two rivers is a likely place for swallows to swarm.” 

I was uncertain of the credibility of this assertion, and given 
the absence of Swalwell and most of Durham from the Key to 
English Place Names, I decided to turn my attention to other 
place names with the initial component “swal” or “swale,” e.g. 
Swallowhill, Yorkshire; Swallow, Lincolnshire; etc., in order to 
better understand this aspect of the name.

What becomes apparent is that there are three schools of 
thought regarding the meaning and origins of “swal.”

1) Anglian “swalwe” or Anglo Saxon “swealwe,” meaning 
swallow and interpreted as meaning the bird. This is 
sometimes interpreted as being indicative of a nickname 
for someone who darts quickly or indicative of a place 
where swallows are found.

2) Old English “swealwe” or Anglo-Saxon and German 
“swalm,” meaning a rushing stream or whirlpool. As 
such, its use for a place name is believed to be based on 
the local topography. And related to this is the suggestion 
that the English words swallet and swallow-hole, which 
apply to places where streams disappear underground 
in limestone or chalk country, could explain the name 
of Swallow in Lincolnshire. In this context the meaning 
of swallow as a noun appears to mean an “abyss, hole in 
the ground,” and the association with water is frequent, 
often in allusion to whirlpools. 

3) “Swale,” as opposed to “swal,” is described as meaning 
“low, hollow place, often boggy.”

I cannot pretend to understand in any depth the nuances of 
etymology, so deciding which of the above explanations are 
most salient to Swalwell is difficult. Further, it is difficult to 
understand the topography of Swalwell as it would have been 
at the time of its origination as a place name, as since then a 

reservoir has been built so the river will not run in the same 
way, and industrial development has altered the nature and 
structure at this point of the River Derwent.

There are hints within historical descriptions regarding the 
place that makes the “water” interpretation, in my opinion, 
the most appropriate; e.g.:

•	Swalwell is described as being at the end of the tidal 
reach of the Tyne

• Swalwell Bridge is described as the point at which the 
river was no longer navigable by boat

• There are early references to a mill here, and therefore 
presumably a mill race

• There are references in the Boldon Book to a fishery 
there and that could imply a creation of a weir and a 
pool or pools in which to catch fish; this was common 
practice amongst Romans.

•	There are references to historic incidents of serious 
flooding which may belie the calm and peaceful 
descriptions of the River Derwent at this point in 
contemporary writing

•	Some descriptions suggest some of the land in this area 
was quite marshy

•	There is also the possibility that the longmeadow at 
Swalewelles described in the early property transfers 
may refer to a water or flood meadow.

My theory, therefore, at this point in my research and learning 
is that Swalwell is a toponymic name based on the historical 
characteristics of the river at this point. But clearly more work 
needs to be done, particularly on the topography of the area, 
before this theory can be proven or disproven. 

Of course Swallowell has also being used in fiction as a surname 
to describe characters who exhibit the characteristic of 
gluttony, so perhaps it could also have originated as a nickname 
— but I know which interpretation I prefer!     

The Swalwell Journey: Has There Been Progress? 
Well, in terms of my ancestry the answer has to be no. In all 
fairness, I am still stuck in Great Ayton with William Swalwell 
in 1761. I still think the probability is that he crossed the Tees 
from Durham and migrated into the area for work reasons. I 
have, though, significantly expanded my knowledge of the 
global family of Swalwells that he started.

My perspective on how to define progress has, however, 
changed fundamentally. It is no longer about simply defining 
my ancestors as accurately and as far back as possible. I still 
love constructing family trees, but the perspective is now a 
different one. The more holistic and integrated approach of 
a one-name study based on all the factors that impact on my 
population of name bearers has deepened my understanding of 
the Swalwell surname beyond all measure; but more than that, 
it has deepened my understanding and love of history in all its 
guises. n

This article is abridged from an essay written as part 
of the Pharos Teaching & Tutoring Advanced ONS 
Course. The original unabridged article — including all 
illustrations and footnotes — can be found on the Guild 
website at http://one-name.org/members/journal/
articles/vol12-5_swalwell.pdf.

http://one-name.org/members/journal/articles/vol12-5_swalwell.pdf
http://one-name.org/members/journal/articles/vol12-5_swalwell.pdf


23Journal of One-Name Studies,  January-March 2016

It is now some five years since the Guild asked for 
volunteers for their new Newswatch Project. It involved, 
when reading the local paper, picking out Guild names, 

scanning the article/notice, and then emailing to the 
appropriate member.

As I am an avid reader of our Nottingham Post, I decided to 
volunteer and have so enjoyed doing so. I am often asked how 
I do it. Do I look through the paper online and check the names 
online? That is something I would not have the time to do. I 
buy the paper every day (and a friend saves it for me when I 
am on holiday). Then when I read the paper, I have the Guild 
Register on my knee and as I come to an article I check the 
names contained therein. 

Now at first that can be time-consuming, but over the weeks, 
months, and now years, it becomes much easier. Some names 
occur regularly and are easy to remember; likewise, having 
checked the names, if they are not in the Register, these are 
also easily passed by. Naturally when a new Register comes out 
there may be new names, so for the first few months of the 
new year it means a bit more checking.

If the name is on the Register, I clip the cutting or the whole 
page, scan it into “My Pictures,” and then email it to respective 
members. Hopefully they will reply to say they have received 
it; a simple “thank you” is all that is needed. Unfortunately, 
many members do not give that courtesy, so I had to have a 
system in order that my time is not wasted.

As I send the scanned items, I mark the Register in pencil 
against the name with the date I have sent the item. If I 
receive a reply, then I highlight the name in bright yellow. 
Should there be no reply, when the name crops up again I will 
continue to send the details up to a maximum of three times. 
If there is still no reply, then the name is marked in red and I 
send no more.

When the new Register comes out, I start again, having first 
checked all the highlighted names and added the colours 
accordingly. Everyone deserves another chance, I feel, but 
if after having sent another two items and still having not 
received a reply, then I cross them off completely. It is quite 
amazing: there are over 100 members who sadly fall into this 
category. Mind you, maybe the message is in the spam box 
and they are missing a vital addition to their research — get 
checking!

I am more than happy for anyone to reply to me to say they 
are only interested in certain dates or particular items: e.g. 
no “In Memoriam notices” after the first year. It is no trouble 
to mark the Register accordingly, and that saves me time and 
stops the members having to check items that are of no use. 
On the other hand, some members wish me to send everything 
and they will sort it themselves. 

If the item is too big to scan, I send the details by email, giving 
the details, date, and page number; and offer to send it by 
post if necessary. I post to members who do not have an email 
address, but my same rules apply.

While many items are fairly run-of-the-mill, occasionally there 
will be a “bygones” item which can be used in a member’s 
newsletter. Many members are delighted to have something of 
interest for their group meetings. Sometimes a funeral notice 
can give valuable family information — not only are children 
listed, but sometimes grandchildren as well. Such a find!

Then there are the “happy” items with colour photographs, 
which can certainly add to the records. These enable 
members to pick up wedding dates and possibly the church; 
anniversaries, especially 50th and 60th; newborn babies — with 
dates, times, and weight (though it means filing these until the 
GRO registers them). All add to that individual’s record, and 
the response from the recipient is so heart-warming.

Families who have moved have been found; spinsters who never 
married and lived to a great age have been traced; distant cousins 
have been discovered — all through the Newswatch Project.

Last year (Jan-Dec 2014) I sent out around 1,300 items for 
members — that’s roughly 25 a week. Some names had as 
many as 51 items, while 135 members received just one article 
for the whole year. It’s quite fun keeping the statistics. All 
the scans are filed each year, so I can check if an item needs 
to be sent the following year — it is really quite easy. I file 
the cuttings for six months, but keep them for a year, should 
anyone have any queries or wish me to post the item to them.

Then there is the added bonus of having Guild members who 
have been so delighted with the items I have sent that they, in 
turn, have spent time looking up “my” name and sending me 
records which have filled in a few gaps in my own research. 
That’s when it’s a joy to take part in this project.

Considering the number of Guild members who must read a 
local paper, there are not many volunteers for the Newswatch. 
Why not give it a go? It is such a rewarding and worthwhile 
project. I can read a week of newspapers in one night (and 
watch TV!!) and then it takes maybe another hour to process 
the results and then send the emails.

I appreciate we are all busy — I am, too, helping to run a 
Friendship Club and producing a monthly magazine, along with 
my other hobbies. The responses from members who do reply 
make my day, making all my efforts worthwhile. Meeting and 
corresponding with Guild members has been such a help with 
my own one-name study.

The Newswatch Project is my way of giving something back to 
the Guild. Why not give it a go? n

The Guild Newswatch Project 
by Marion Gray (Member 4926)
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NETWORK is a freely available software package which can 
be used to create network diagrams of the relationships 
among surname families based on Y chromosome data. 

It is very widely used by both professional and amateur 
researchers. In an article in the Members’ Section of the Guild 
website http://one-name.org/members/DNA/Plant_article_
network_package.pdf we provide help with using NETWORK: 
we give step by step instructions to create diagrams based on 
Y-STR (short tandem repeat) data, such as can be downloaded 
by the FTDNA (Family Tree DNA) Project Administrators. All 
that is required is a basic knowledge of Microsoft Excel and a 
text editor such as Notepad. In this article we provide a brief 
description of the software and how it works. 

The NETWORK software package
The NETWORK package can be downloaded from the Fluxus 
Engineering site located at http://www.fluxus-engineering.
com/sharenet.htm. To distinguish between the NETWORK 
package and the networks it constructs, we will capitalize the 
former. An example of a relationship network created by using 
the package is shown in Figure 1.

Such networks can be used to show various pieces of 
information about a family or surname, such as shared ancestry 
and the number of individuals with matching DNA results. In 
this particular network, the circles represent individual men 
or groups of men with matching Y-STR values at the level of 
data determination (e.g. for 12 measured Y-STR markers for 
each man in this case). The size of each circle represents 
the number of men in the matching group and the label for 
each circle represents a code which identifies him or, in the 
case of groups with more than one member, a representative 
individual from the matching group. In Figure 1, the colours 
are adjusted so that red circles represent probable members 
of the main family, yellow circles represent individuals not 
identified as members of a family, and the green circles 
represent individuals who may form a second, smaller family. 
Some of this information, such as the size of the circles and the 

identifying codes, are generated by the software, and some, 
such as the colours, are adjusted manually. It is important to 
note that these network diagrams are not family trees: there 
is no identified initial ancestor or line of descent. They simply 
show who is related to whom and how closely. 

How NETWORK constructs its diagrams
NETWORK uses an algorithm called median joining 
developed by H-J Bandelt et al. [1]. We can illustrate the 
basics of median joining with the very simple example 
shown in Table 1.

In the simple example shown in Table 1, the genetic distance 
from A to B is 3, from A to C is 1, from A to D is 3, from B 
to C is 2, from B to D is 2, and from C to D is 2. The key 
to the algorithm is to introduce new fictitious individuals, 
called median vectors, whose STR values provide the most 
parsimonious means of creating a network. In the example 
of Table 1, the median vectors can be formed by taking the 
actual medians of the subjects’ STR values. There are four 
possible combinations, ABC, ABD, ACD, and BCD. Table 2 
shows the median value for each of the markers for each of 
these potentially useful median vectors.

Two of the above hypothetical medians, ABC and ACD, are 
identical to C and, hence, they add nothing useful. Two others, 
ABD and BCD, are identical to each other, so we will ignore 
BCD. We choose ABD as a median vector and add it to the set 
of subjects. If we compute the genetic distances among the 
augmented set of subjects we find that the distances from 
B, C, and D to ABD are all 1. Since the distance from A to 

Using the NETWORK Package to 
Display Your Family Connections

by Dr John S Plant (Member 4890)
and Prof Richard E Plant (Member 6100)

Figure 1: Diagram of relationships among members of the Plant 
Family History Group based on 12-marker Y-STR data.

	 I	 II	 III	 IV

A	 15	 10	 16	 24

B	 15	 11	 17	 25

C	 15	 11	 16	 24

D	 16	 11	 16	 25

Table 1: A simple example consisting of four subjects, 
denoted A, B, C, and D. Each subject is tested at four 
markers, denoted I, II, III, and IV. The STR values are 
shown in the table.

	 I	 II	 III	 IV

ABC	 15	 11	 16	 24

ABD	 15	 11	 16	 25

ACD	 15	 11	 16	 24

BCD	 15	 11	 16	 25

Table 2: Median marker values of each of the three 
combinations of three subjects.

http://www.fluxus-engineering.com/sharenet.htm
http://www.fluxus-engineering.com/sharenet.htm
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C is 1, we can construct a 
network, by including ABD, 
where the distance from 
any one subject to another 
subject is 1. This network, 
shown in Figure 2, is called 
a minimum spanning 
network. 

This is a very highly 
oversimplified view of the 
process of median joining, 

but it does convey the general idea. It may appear that we 
have created a sort of “virtual person” in ABD. Indeed, from 
the way Figure 2 is drawn, the combination of marker values 
that are present in ABD might seem to represent the original 
ancestor, and then that B, C, and D each have one mutation, 
and thereafter A has a second mutation. There is, however, 
no directionality implied in the network, and without other 
evidence an equally plausible interpretation is that A has 
the marker values of the original ancestor, that C has one 
mutation, and that B and D represent two separate lines of 
descent, with ABD possibly never having existed. This simple 
example excludes a number of important points, but it does 
convey the general idea.

References
[1] Bandelt H-J, Forster P, and Rohl A. 1999. Median-joining 
networks for inferring intraspecific phylogenies. Mol Biol Evol. 
16:37–48. 

Notes
1For Version 8.1 of Windows for example, it is under Windows 
Accessories in the Apps section of the Windows Start screens. 
For Version 10, click the Start button and type “Notepad” in the 
Search box.

We have received the results of 
the vote on the proposed new 
Constitution for the Guild. As the 
Secretary, I am required to report 
the results to the members, which 
I hereby do, as follows:

532 members voted, 18.42% of those entitled to vote

507 members voted YES, 95.33% of those voting

25 members voted NO, 4.67% of those voting

A change to our constitution requires a two-thirds vote 
to be effective. With 95.33 percent in favour, I declare 
that the vote is passed and the new Constitution is now 
in effect. The next stage will be for the Committee to 
consider the adoption of the new Rules and Procedures 
document.

On behalf of this and previous committees and the 
members in general I would like to thank:

• 	Peter Hagger and the team of members 
involved in the review

• 	Our IT team for producing the software

•	Richard Baguley, our Returning Officer  

Thank you, everyone, for all for your time and effort.

— Julie Goucher, Secretary

Members Approve
New Constitution

PYes

No

Using the NETWORK package
Our description of the use of NETWORK is intended for 
Windows users. However, NETWORK also runs on the Apple 
Macintosh and the ideas we describe can be easily extended 
to that platform. It is possible to use NETWORK as a stand-
alone program, but we have found that when working 
with Family Tree DNA data it is easier to use NETWORK in 
conjunction with Microsoft Excel and a text editor such as 
Notepad. If you have never used Notepad, in Windows 7 it is 
in the Accessories folder of the Windows Start menu.1 Only a 
basic familiarity with Microsoft Excel is required. If you are a 
Family Tree DNA administrator and want to avail yourself of 
this powerful tool, we encourage you to read our full paper 
in the Members’ Area. n

Figure 2: A minimum spanning 
network including the four original 
subjects and the median vector 
ABD.

37th Guild Conference 
and AGM 2016
For those people who have already booked and paid a deposit 
for the Guild Conference at the Hilton Birmingham Metropole 
Hotel (1 to 3 April 2016), this is a reminder that the balance 
of payment is due on 31 January 2016. For everyone else 
who wants to attend the conference, I suggest you book 
right now using the Guild link http://one-name.org/2016_
conference/.

You can use the link https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/
hi/reservation/book.htm?execution=e1s1l to book rooms 
beyond the Guild conference date. The deal is 10 percent off 
the best room rate on the day. If you have questions, you will 
need to deal direct with the hotel.

However please note that you may be able to get better 
rates by:

•	booking directly with the hotel, e.g. on their 
advance purchase rate

•	waiting before you book for the rates to change or 
other offers to be available

•	booking via other reservation channels such as 
online discount travel sites

•	booking direct with the hotel using other discount 
arrangements such as “military/government rates”

If you do make a booking for rooms after (or before) the 
two nights of the conference, please let Alan Moorhouse 
(conference-booking@one-name.org) know so that he can 
advise the hotel when the Guild gives them the delegates 
rooming list. n

http://one-name.org/2016_conference/
http://one-name.org/2016_conference/
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/hi/reservation/book.htm?execution=e1s1l
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/hi/reservation/book.htm?execution=e1s1l
mailto:conference-booking@one-name.org
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by Andrew G Peake (Member 161)

Published Medal Rolls Offer 
Clues to Your Military Ancestors

The First World War medal rolls for the British Army 
are well known to family historians and one-namers, 
particularly as they are now available on the internet 

through www.ancestry.com.

However, less well known are other medal rolls, largely for 
military engagements in the 19th century. These have been 
created using archival material in the National Archives, 
and republished. This is primarily to cater for the active 
medal-collecting market. Below are some of the publications 
available. While some are simple listings, together with 
regimental or unit details, a few provide considerable 
additional biographical detail.

There are an increasing number of publications relating 
to medals, awards, and honours made in the 20th century, 
particularly the First World War, and most one-namers will find 
entries relating to their research. The only difficulty will be 
finding the publications through their local libraries. Complete 
biographical detail has not been included; however, this is 
easily available from the British Library on-line catalogue: 
www.bl.uk/catalogues/bnb/index.html.

Crimean War, 1853-56
The Crimean War involved approximately a quarter million 
British service personnel, with the loss of over 21,000 men. 
The Charge of the Light Brigade has gone down in history as 
an iconic event during the Crimean War. Less well known is the 
Charge of the Heavy Brigade. The service personnel to both 
cavalry brigades have now been published. Forgotten Heroes: 
The Charge of the Light Brigade and its companion volume, 
Forgotten Heroes: The Charge of the Heavy Brigade, by Roy 
Dutton, provide extensive details of all officers and men of 
the regiments that made up these two cavalry brigades. Both 
charges took place on 25 October 1854. The charge by the 

Light Brigade was a disaster, while that of the Heavy Brigade 
was highly successful. These publications give comprehensive 
information of all those cavalrymen who may have or did take 
part, providing details of military service and a range of other 
biographical information.

Zulu and Basuto Wars, 1879-81
The Anglo-Zulu War was fought in 1879, which included 
the Battle of Isandhlwana, at which the British Army was 
defeated. A South African Medal 1877-79 was issued for those 
involved. This was followed by the Basuto War fought against 
the Besotho chiefs between 1880-1. A complete medal roll has 
been published in Forgotten Heroes — The Zulu and Basuto 
Wars, Including a Complete Medal Roll, 1877-8-9, by Roy 
Dutton. Terry Sole’s history, For God, Queen and Country: 
The Colonial Volunteer and Native Regiments in the Zulu 
War, 1879, details the histories and the important roles of the 
various units who fought alongside the British Army in the Zulu 
War. This history includes the muster rolls of the units.

War of the Sudan, 1898
At the Battle of Omdurman (2 September 1898), an army 
commanded by the British general Sir Herbert Kitchener, 
defeated the army of Abdullah al-Taashi, the successor to the 
self-proclaimed Mahdi, Muhammad Ahmad. The British light Roy Dutton has compiled two volumes of information on the 

men who fought in the Crimean War.

Above are examples of the sort of information in Roy Dutton’s 
Forgotten Heroes books.

http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/bnb/index.html


27Journal of One-Name Studies,  January-March 2016

cavalry regiment, the 21st Lancers, was sent ahead to clear 
the plain to Omdurman. They had a tough time of it. The 
400-strong regiment attacked what they thought were only a 
few hundred dervishes, but in fact there were 2,500 infantry 
hidden behind them in a depression. After a fierce clash, the 
Lancers drove them back (resulting in three Victoria Crosses 
being awarded). Forgotten Heroes — The Charge of the 21st 
Lancers at Omdurman, by Roy Dutton, provides a full medal 
roll and biographical details for members of the regiment.

Anglo-Boer or Boer War, 1889-1902
The Second Anglo-Boer or Boer War, was fought from 11 
October 1899 until 31 May 1902 between Great Britain and 
the Transvaal Republic and the Orange Free State. The British 
war effort was supported by troops and other elements of 
the British Empire, including the Australian colonies, Canada, 
Newfoundland, British India, and New Zealand. The war ended 
in victory for the British and the annexation of both republics. 
Both would eventually be incorporated into the Union of South 
Africa in 1910. Two medals were awarded (both with a number 
of clasps for different theatres of the conflict): the Queen’s 
and King’s South Africa Medals. A significant number of troops 
were involved — 347,000 British regulars and 103,000 to 
153,000 colonial forces.

The opening engagement was at Talana, where the British 
realised that the South African farmers were a force to be 
reckoned with. Talana — Account and Medal Roll, by David 
Biggins, provides a roll of those who took part, as well as lists 
of those British and colonial forces killed, wounded, or taken 
prisoner during the battle. 

The Battle of Elandslaagte on 21 October 1899 was the next 
major action of the Boer War. The publication Elandslaagte: 
Account and medal roll, by David J Biggins, is a history of the 
action and also a comprehensive medal roll that contains the 
full list of the British and colonial officers and men entitled to 
the Elandslaagte clasp for the Queen’s South Africa Medal. Three 
towns were besieged — Ladysmith, Mafeking, and Kimberley — 
and a medal roll has been published of those who took part in 
the defence and received the “Defence of Kimberley” clasp: 
Kimberley — Siege Account and Medal Roll, by David Biggins.

Delhi Durbar, 1903
By the Grace of the Lord of the Realm: The Medal Roll for the 
Delhi Durbar 1903, by Malcolm Rouse, contains the medal roll 
for the Durbar. The medal was awarded to those who attended 
or contributed to the Durbar. One hundred forty medals were 
awarded in gold — with a further 2,567 struck in silver — and 
awarded to a range of recipients, including men of the British 
Army, Indian state and police forces, civil servants, and 
“notable” civilians.

Silver Jubilee 1935
The Silver Jubilee Medal 1935 is a complete medal roll on CD 
for the Indian Army for the 1935 Jubilee Medal. The roll contains 
over 35,000 names of the Indian and British armies in India.

Another category of related publications are those that relate 
to gallantry awards. These may refer to a particular military 
unit or regiment, or to a particular award.

First and Second World War “Honour” Series
This series of publications, all by Michael Maton, in A4 format, 
chronicles recipients of honours for either the First World War 
or both World Wars, and provides full names, rank at time 

of award, unit/regiment/ship, date and type of award, and 
reference to the London Gazette. This includes details of not 
only the British armed services, but also Dominion recipients. 
The titles of the publications and the wars covered are 
provided below:

Honour the Officers … during World War I

Honour the Civilians… during World War II

Honour the Recipients of Foreign Awards (from 1914-1968)

Honour the Navies … during World War II

Honour the Armies… during World War II

Honour the Air Forces… during World War II

Honour those Mentioned in World War I

Honour those Mentioned – The Navies… during World War II

Honour those Mentioned – Air Forces… during World War II

Honour those Mentioned – Armies … during World War II (2 
volumes)

Honour the Recipients of the British Empire Medal

North and South Staffordshire Regiments
Honours and Awards of the South Staffordshire Regiment, 
1914-1918, and Honours and Awards of the Prince of Wales’ 
(North Staffordshire Regiment), 1914-1918, both by Jeffery 
Elson, looks at all honours and awards, from the Victoria Cross 
through to “mentioned in despatches” earned by these two 
leading regiments during the First World War. There are full 
citations, photographs where available, and alphabetical 
listings in each medal category. A third publication, Honours 
and Awards: The Staffordshire Regiment, 1919-2007, details 
all awards for both regiments (and the amalgamated regiment 
post 1959) from 1919 onwards. Many biographies and 
photographs of recipients have been included.

Gloucestershire Regiment
Gallantry Awards to the Gloucestershire Regiment, 1914-
1918, by Peter R Littlewood, includes  a roll of all awards won 
by this famous regiment during the First World War.

Airborne Forces
Honour to the Airborne, by David Buxton (two volumes), looks 
at the honours and awards to the airborne forces (glider pilots, 
paratroops, air landing brigades, and special air services) of 
the Second World War.

Albert Medal
The Albert Medal is the premier award for bravery “not in 
the face of the enemy,” and is often seen as the civilian 
equivalent to the Victoria Cross. However, it could also be 
awarded to serving men and women who performed acts of 
extreme courage in the course of their daily lives. Heroes of 
the Albert Medal (2 volumes) was written by Allan Stanistreet 
and includes both military and civilian recipients.

Military Medal
The Military Medal was instituted by royal warrant in March 
1916 for “individual or associated acts of bravery.” The 
decoration was originally restricted to non-commissioned 
officers and men in the army, but later extended to include 
warrant officers, women, and naval personnel engaged in 
action ashore. Prior to this, the only awards available to other 
ranks for bravery were the Victoria Cross and the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal. During the First World War, 88,529 Military 
Medals were awarded. For Bravery in the Field: Great War 
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British Army Recipients of the Military Medal 1914-1920: 
A Register, by Peter Warrington, alphabetically lists all 
recipients, together with their name (surname, forename and 
initials), rank at the time of award, number and unit. 

Military Cross
This medal was instituted in late December 1914 as an award 
for junior officers and warrant officers “whose distinguished 
and meritorious service has been brought to our notice.” 
During the First World War, 37,167 crosses were awarded plus 
a large number of first, second, and third bars to the cross. 
Details are provided in For Distinguished and Meritorious 

Services in Time of War: The Great War Recipients of the 
Military Cross 1914-1920: A Register, British and Empire, 
by Peter Warrington. Details include surname, forename/s, 
military unit, fate of recipient (e.g. killed in action, died) and 
London Gazette reference.

The Silver War Badge
The Silver War Badge was issued to service personnel who had 
been honourably discharged due to wounds or sickness during 
the First World War. The badge, sometimes known as the 
Discharge Badge, Wound Badge, or Services Rendered Badge, 
was first issued in September 1916, along with an official 
certificate of entitlement. Each badge was individually 
numbered on the reverse. Over one million badges were 
issued, and the badge number is recorded on the War Medal 
Card, available on www.ancestry.com. A four-volume nominal 
roll — Services Rendered: Nominal Roll for The Silver War 
Badge, by Alan Stuart — has been created. It cross-references 
badge number with recipient.

Queen’s Gallantry Medal
In 1974 the system of awards was changed, with older 
gallantry awards (often reflecting officers or other ranks) 
replaced with new awards. The third level award for 
bravery, after the George Cross and George Medal, became 
the Queen’s Gallantry Award. To date it has been awarded 
on 1,044 occasions. For Exemplary Bravery — The Queen’s 
Gallantry Medal, by Nick Metcalfe, provides details of the 
recipients of this new award. n

Several publications offer 
listings of medal recipients 
of the First World War.

Do You Have Cornish Ancestors? 
Then Celebrate St. Piran’s Day on 5 March

by David Dexter (Member 4101)

March 5 is a very important day 
for many people in the British 
Isles (as well as elsewhere in the 

world). For March 5 is St. Piran’s Day.

We have all heard of St. Patrick, the 
patron saint of Ireland. But few of us 
are familiar with St. Piran — the lesser-
known patron saint of Cornwall (and the 
patron saint of tin miners everywhere).

Nothing is known for certain of St. 
Piran prior to his landing on the beach 
near modern-day Perranporth, on the 
northwest coast of Cornwall, in the fifth 
or sixth century. Legend has it that Piran, 
an Irish Christian, was tied to a millstone 
and tossed into the sea by heathens. 
Miraculously, the millstone floated like a 
boat, transporting Piran to Cornwall. 

(Many experts believe that St. Piran 
was one-and-the-same as the Irish St. 
Ciaran of Saighir. A characteristic of 
Celtic languages is the transformation 
of the Irish “C” into a Cornish “P.” Thus 
“Ciaran” (“Kieran” in English) becomes 

“Pieran” or “Piran.” Ciaran was born in 
Ireland but traveled to Rome to learn 
scriptures. When he returned to Ireland, 
he founded a monastery on the banks of 
the Fuaran River in County Ossory. 

There is no shrine in Ciaran’s honor in 
Ireland, and there is no reference to his 
death, despite being one of the 12 most 
revered saints of Ireland. 

Ciaran disappears from history in Ireland 
at about the same time Piran emerges in 
Cornwall. Coincidentally, Ciaran’s feast 
day in Ireland is March 5 — the same as 
Piran’s day in Cornwall.

The St. Piran legend further claims 
that after settling in Cornwall and 
building a house, Piran lit a fire on his 
hearthstone. The stone was evidently 
a slab of tin-bearing ore, and the heat 
caused smelting to take place; tin rose 
to the top in the form of a white cross. 
Hence, St. Piran’s flag — also considered 
the “national” flag of Cornwall — is a 
white cross on a black background. 

After helping to spread Christianity in 
Cornwall, Piran is alleged to have died 
by falling into a well while drunk!

Have a happy St. Piran’s Day! n

Legends claim St. Piran voyaged from 
Ireland to Cornwall on a millstone.

http://www.ancestry.com
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Manorial Documents? “Yes, of course I’ve heard of 
them.” “Yes, I’m pretty sure about what they contain 
and where to find them.” Had I ever consulted them? 

“Well, actually no, they’re a bit tricky aren’t they — but I 
expect I will sometime.” 

I’m not a member of the Guild of One-Name Studies, but saw 
an advertisement for this seminar through my membership 
of the Society for One-Place Studies and realised this was 
an opportunity not to be missed. I applied early, perhaps too 
early, which is why I ended up writing this review! 

The pre-conference bumf was excellent: an email giving 
directions from all points of the compass, details of public 
transport, parking, overnight accommodation, and full 
details of the programme. On arrival I was warmly greeted 
and provided with a green-coloured identification badge. 
I couldn’t understand why the majority of participants had 
white ones, until it was explained that green identified non-
members of the Guild. This acted as a magnet, identifying me 
as a newcomer, attracting attention from so many long-term 
members of the Guild that I never felt like a spare part, more 
part of a large and very friendly family. What a clever ploy! 
I did see a few other green badges and was eventually able 
to compare notes, finding that they too were struck by the 
inclusiveness of the organisation.

Following coffee and Sue Thornton-Grimes’ introduction and 
“specific” instructions on where to go in the event of a fire, 
we were introduced to Louisa Blight of the Plymouth Arts and 
Heritage Service. It was an intriguing start. Her talk didn’t 
really have much to do with manorial documents but, in 
presenting “It’s All There In Black and White,” revealed the 
existence of the some of the “older records” as referred to in 
the seminar’s title. 

Plymouth’s Black Book — a pretty mammoth 
tome of some 360 pages, dating from 1540 — 
recorded much of the history of Plymouth, 
including some entries referring to earlier 
happenings. These included events of civic 
life, leases of buildings, the provision of 
fresh water, wills, sailing expeditions, 
invasion attempts, charters, and leases. 
In the main, the volume relates to the 
“great and good” but also contains much 
information on the underbelly of the city, 
including regulations to control tradesmen 

and the proprietors of hotels. The White Book (1560-1754), 
although covering similar topics, seemed to relate more to the 
formal records of the town council, including orders relating 
to street cleaning, apprentices, food and drink, the regulation 
of fisherwomen, and appointment of a school teacher. 

An audit book was rich in names from the 16th century and 
famously contains the recipe, dated 1510, for pasties, years 
earlier than the first mention in any Cornish document. 
Importantly, from the family historian’s point of view, all 
the books and documents mentioned contained lots of lists 
of names. Louisa presented as an enthusiastic speaker, 
passionate about the forthcoming amalgamation of document 
and film archive services and the Plymouth Museum and Art 
Gallery under a single roof. She encouraged us all to seek out 
these earlier gems in our own areas of interest.

Following a comfort break, we were 
introduced to Liz Hart, from The National 
Archives and responsible for the National 
Manorial Document Register project at Kew. 
Liz was a confident and knowledgeable 
speaker, who explained that the old paper 
indexes were now somewhat out of date 
and that The National Archives website was 
really no longer fit for purpose, particularly 
in respect of manorial documents. 

She explained in some detail the considerable advantages of 
the manorial section of the new National Archives “Discovery” 
website (http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/manor-
search) which indexed against manor, alternative manor name, 
and parish, and was constantly being updated as the result 
of locally based projects. It provides far greater searching 
potential, lists the location of all known documents, and is 
slowly being updated to include brief details of the contents 
of the various records listed. The Manorial Document Register 
for the whole of Wales and 23 of the English counties, has 
been updated, and is available on line. The update for a small 

Louisa Blight

Liz Hart

by Derek Fisher

Manorial and Older Records
Seminar Report
Ruishton, Taunton, Somerset
Saturday, 24 October 2015

Louisa Blight discusses Plymouth’s Black Book during the first 
presentation of the day.

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/manor-search
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/manor-search
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number of counties is proceeding, whilst projects to update 
some seven or eight remaining counties are still to be agreed. 

The importance of the records themselves, consisting of 
court rolls, surveys, maps, terriers and other material which 
contained vital information on boundaries, agriculture, 
crime, house and land history, as well as details of individuals 
providing a snap shot of rural life at the time was emphasised. 
It is illegal for any such records to be removed from the country 
(though clearly a lot had gone by the time it was prevented by 
law in 1926) and Kew maintained a small unit checking eBay, 
auction catalogues, and the like with a view to locating and 
preventing such removal. Liz emphasised the importance of 
rechecking the register every so often as new information is 
constantly been added. 

Lunch followed, and boy what a spread — worth the seminar 
fee in its own right! I did go back a few times myself but 
unfortunately don’t think we really did it justice, as there was 
just too much even for the large audience to devour. 

Scott Pettitt of South West Heritage Trust 
(an amalgamation of the Somerset and 
Devon Record Offices), our after-dinner 
speaker, clearly hadn’t read the script! 
Traditionally, the time for a few heavy 
eye-lids, Scott refused to accept tradition 
and kept everyone awake with numerous 
light-hearted asides as he explained most 
professionally how he was rechecking 
and updating all the Manorial Document 
Register entries for Somerset and Devon. 

Somerset was already available on line, with Devon, hopefully, 
due to follow in 2017. He explained that the court rolls were 
probably the best starting point for researchers, recording 
everything that came before the Manorial Court, noting that 
if a manor didn’t have a Manorial Court it was not deemed a 
manor in the eyes of the MDR. Presentations could be very 
valuable to family historians, whilst maps often showed the 
boundaries of tenant’s land. Scott felt that in the past family 
historians had tended to pass manorial documents by, as being 
difficult to locate and even harder to read. With the new MDR, 
however, making searching so much easier, if an ancestor 
could be identified in the documents, researchers were onto a 
goldmine of information. 

Following the afternoon tea break, Kim 
Baldacchino got down to the real nitty 
gritty. Whilst researching her Eastlake 
ancestors at Bratton Clovelly in Devon 
she became obsessed with finding out 
everything she could about the parish 
from which her ancestors had originated. 
Wearing her Society for One-Place studies 
hat, she really got down to specifics, 
providing examples of what could be 
learnt from manorial documents and how 

it could be presented in chart and graph form. Although her 
research had been angled more towards “one-place,” this 
revealed many names, occupations, and personal details of 
the inhabitants, drawing her to the conclusion that in her 
“manor,” life presented as a close-knit and interconnected 
community, rather than the somewhat feudal existence 
normally portrayed. A thoroughly absorbing talk, inspiring us 
all to better things.

And thus it ended, four excellent speakers hosted by a most 
professional and slick “Sem-Sub.” Everything was on time; 
the audio worked; the slide presentations were excellent; the 
refreshments first class - indeed, in my experience, the best 
organised event that I have been privileged to attend. I left 
feeling I was saying goodbye to friends. Thank you for the 
opportunity and “Yes,” I will definitely be consulting the MDR 
from now on; in fact I can’t wait to see what I can find. n

Attendees at the “Manorial and Older Records” seminar.

Scott Pettitt

Kim Baldacchino

Liz Hart’s slide showing areas of the country already included 
on the MDR, those in progress, and those yet to be started. 

Tautonomy
Tautonym is an informal term to indicate a scientific name 
of a species in which both parts of the name have the same 
spelling; i.e., the genus and the species. For example Fox = 
“Vulpes vulpes.” But scientists aren’t the only ones who face 
this unusual pattern.

Family historians and genealogists sometimes face tautonyms 
as well. Oscar Lee Barton (1911-1981) and his wife, Mollie 
(Roaden), named their second child, a daughter, Barton Ann 
Barton (ID#I22547 at www.bartondatabase.com, found under 
Advanced Search using Forename = Surname). 

At the wonderful site www.findagrave.com we find two other 
BARTON tautonyms: Barton Barton, buried in Oneida Valley 
Cemetery, Madison County, New York, USA; and Barton F 
Barton Sr (1911-1988), buried in El Camino Memorial Park, 
San Diego, California, USA.

Is there a tautonym in your family?

— Gary Barton (Member 5140)

http://www.bartondatabase.com
http://www.findagrave.com
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9 July 2016
Website Creation

In this seminar a team of experienced 
Guild members will explain the 
Members Website Project, with the 
aim of helping members to transfer 
existing websites to the Guild project 
facility as a means of publication 
and preservation. The options and 
technical know-how required for 
those wanting to set up their own one-
name study website will be explained. 
There will be presentations suitable 
for all levels of expertise, so whether 
you are a “newby” or expert, there 
should be something for everyone.

Venue: 
Beauchamp College, Ridgeway, 
Oadby, Leicestershire LE2 5TP

13 August 2016
DNA

Last visited in February 2013, we 
return to NSC for a long overdue DNA 
seminar and with many DNA experts 
within the Guild are considering 
offering some parallel introductory 
streams and round-table discussions. 
There is plenty of scope for an update 
on the latest DNA techniques and 
suggested potential subjects include 
the identification of Richard III, 
getting started, choosing a DNA testing 
company, the role of autosomal DNA, 
beyond Y-DNA-37, Big Y, SNP testing 
and multi-origin surname projects.

Venue: 
National Star College
Ullenwood, Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire GL53 9QU

5 November 2016
Care and Consideration

Care and Consideration subjects will 
include Childrens’ Homes, Copyright, 
Mental Health Records, The British 
Library. There will be an opportunity 
to visit The Search Engine railway 
archive and library at NRM over the 
lunch period and an optional visit 
on Friday to The Borthwick Institute 
for Archives, University of York, 
Heslington, York YO10 5DD.

Venue: National Railway Museum
Leeman Road, York YO26 4XJ

Forthcoming Seminars

We will be looking at the records 
of the 20th century that may be 
utilised in a one name study; 20th 
Century Archives: Their Potential and 
Problems, school records, adoption, 
divorce, and voters lists are among 
the topics we have found specialist 
speakers on and there will be a session 
on writing up your one-name study in 
order that it appeals to all.

Programme
09:30 – 10:00 	 Registration and Coffee

10:00 - 10:10	 Welcome to the Seminar — Rod Clayburn

10:10 - 11:10	 20th Century Archives: Their Potential and Problems 		
— Nigel Lutt (Freelance Archivist and Researcher)

11:10 - 11:15	 Comfort Break

11:15 - 12:15	 Discovering Your One-Name in the 20th Century 		
— Dr Janet Few (Family and Local Historian and Author)

12:15 - 13:15	 Lunch Break

13:15 - 14:15	 School Records and Electoral Rolls 				  
— Alex Cox (Find My Past)

14:15 - 14:20	 Comfort Break

14:20 - 15:20	 Adoption and Divorce 					   
— Ian H Waller FSG (Chairman of AGRA)

15:20 - 15:45	 Tea Break

15:45 - 16:45	 Writing Up Your One-Name Study 				  
— Gill Blanchard (Historian, Researcher, Tutor, Author)

16:45	 Close of Seminar 

If you will be traveling by train, please contact us for help in finding a lift from 
Peterborough station.

Seminar cost, including refreshments and buffet lunch, is £17.00. Bookings close on 31 
January 2016. All bookings will be confirmed by email, with full joining instructions, 
on or before this date. To book and pay online see http://www.one-name.org/
seminar_2016feb_alwalton.

For more information look under the 
Events tab at www.one-name.org or from 
the Guild Help Desk Tel: 0800 011 2182.

The 20th Century is Now History
Colonel Dane Memorial Hall, Church Street,

Alwalton, Cambridgeshire PE7 3UU
9:30 am for 10:00 am, Saturday, 13 February 2016

We would like to ensure that disabled 
delegates can participate fully in 
this event. Anyone with any special 
requirements should telephone the Guild 
Help Desk on 0800 011 2182 or email 
seminar-booking@one-name.org.

Colonel Dane Memorial Hall*

*Photo ©Alan Murray-Rust and licensed for reuse under 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/.

http://www.one-name.org/seminar_2016feb_alwalton
http://www.one-name.org/seminar_2016feb_alwalton
mailto:seminar-booking%40one-name.org?subject=
http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/9181
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Pictures from the
Manorial and Older Records Seminar

Ruishton Village Hall • Ruishton, Taunton, Somerset
Saturday, 24 October 2015

TOP: Liz Hart, from The National Archives, kicks off the morning’s second session. BOTTOM LEFT: Louisa Blight 
gives delegates Gordon Adshead and Sonia Turner a close-up look at the Plymouth Black Book. BOTTOM CENTRE: 
SemSub committee member Richard Heaton in discussion with non-member Pat Hase from the Weston-Super-
Mare FHS. BOTTOM RIGHT: Alan Moorhouse welcomes seminar delegates Judy Cooper (left) and Janet Strugnell. 
Gerald Cooke is in the background.
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