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5. Launchlnu the Society 
From theresponseto Nexaletters and Gatherings one can reasonable as=ome tit there 
is sufficient enthusiasm to launch a One-Name society. Among the euppo**= of 
these rzojects there ue usually a few who stand out as likely candidate= to fom 
= *orkin& party or steering committee for the propc=ed organisation. This nuc~aus 
can device a simple cO"stituticm and sat * date fc,T al i"augu* meetl"g. 

If a Newsletter is already in circulation then details oa,, be p,,bll*,,ed in this, 
If Mt a circular should be prep-d setting out the plnpoee of the new society 
and =""OUnCin& date, time and place. Fe" p=ople "ill be ictersoted in attending a 
business meeting *o it should be combined with a more infernal gathering (see 4). 
At lSaSt the Officers should bs elected, namely. Chairman, Secretary and Tm&g,rer. 
Ae the Society gmws then mops officers n,aY be ,zsquire~ =uob 88 ~dit,~, I,sx~~~, etc. 

6. General *dninlst.ration 
The officers should ,"==t 88 a oo"n"ittee fmm time tc time to Plan the =ooi=t%'= 
activities such as re- meetings, visits to places associated with be-r* of 
that surname, visits to vd,ive rspsitories where documents relating to the member* 
ancestors me kept, publishing projects including monograph* devoted to a *Poiflo 
aspect of'fanfly history o,! nor+ ambitious works depending o" funds. 

The question of funds ia most important and every effort should be nade to fti = 
realistic subseription 80 that the cost of stationery, patage and publicationa 
CM be recovered. 

7. wider Issues 

It is to be hoped that specialist= in One-Name research re@ themselves aa part 
of the "i&r mo"e.ent concerned with the development of family history studies. 
To this end it "ould be belpf"l if they were to register their interests with the 
Guild of One Nme Studies which issues a q,artmlY publication(Z) an.3 m,.ctair,s 
en index of all persons actively engaged in this branch of maearch. The contents 
of this index are published from time to time a= the Register of One Name Studies. 
That ourmnt at the pmaent time is the Third Edition, oopies of "hioh are avail- 
able from the Guild at 15, Cavendish Gardens, Cran&'ook llford Essex, IGI m or 
the Federation of Family History Societies at 96, Beaumont Street, ~Llsbouse, 
Plymouth. Devon, PL2 WJ. 

6. References 

(1) Running a Family History Bulletin on Q Shoestring - Frank Higenbottam 

(2) The Journal Of One-Name Studies 



-59- 





-61- 



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

-62- 





. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Mr Jack Callow, Member NO. 255, writes from “8aneywood” 
cowlbe Rill, Rake, LISS, Bane 6133 7JQ 
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A omw3 WAWINE IN 1892 ? 

1” &,,I-, 1892, Francis P. Rathbcne founded the Rathbone Family 
Historian, ewely cne of the earliest, if not the flrst,regulW 
magazine devoted to a single sunxame. It was a 16-page appmximataly 
A4 publicsticn produced by mimeograph fram w.x paper platea. 
h‘anciaRathbc"e had been born in 1061, eldest so" of John PutiCy 
Ratbtane of the State of Illinois. The family waved to Kansas and it 
was s.tOberlin where he produced his first issue. Its content we.a 
based on i"fcrmatic",ha"ded dcvn to him by his father and gre."dfather 
both of vhcm were interested in their faily history, ad also on 
data sent to him as a result of a circular which he had mailed to 
bearers of the surname thrcugbcut the U.S.A. 

The pmjeot ~8s very ambiticue but the response was quite good and 
Francis was able to issue the mgeaine every ncnth. As time went an 
he impxwed the printing technique by purchasing a case of type which 
he cculd set up at home. Later c" he persuaded other beap8rs cf the 
summe to become involved and by January 1893 a new cover with shiPlds 
and 8020118 e&f designed by FnaGzUnRRathbw, who wae a prcfeaaic"al 
artist and draughtsman in Auburn, New York State. He introduced a smaller 
neater typeface to permit *he lncorprstion of more infarmatic" within 
the same basic format. The sukicription was raised fmm$l tc $2 per 

annum to fine.ncs the additiona printing costs. 

Francis made the pcint that his magazine Y&S not desiped tc make 
a profit but ta plaoe on recoil scme of the history of the family. 
Hovevsr he did appeal for subeoribe~s and in the first yeyear he recorded 
151 subscriptiona paid. Nevertheless he sent cut nany hundreds of 
sample copies in an attempt to incrsaee the paid circulatic" and the 
feed-back cf material relating,tc the iantly. A print rum in the ragic" 
of a thousand copi** seems to have been envisaged. 

Tticugivxt the second year of piMication there were cc"tin& appe&s 
for contributions bath financ1a.l and litsrary but cc-operatic,, was net 
foPthconing so it became necessary in January 18% to reduce the size 

of the nagsske to something rather less than A5 to minimise~ccsts. 
Two months later Francis Rathbone lost his job and asked, thmugh the 
cal"m,s of his publication, if any reader could help him find another. 
In June the Rathbcne Family Historian ceased publication. Clearly its 
dependsnob on its founder's perscnal cinxmetances yas demonstrated. 
One can perhaps speculate that a nunber of One-Xame Jcrnnals being 
published tcday are similarly vulnerable. 

The outcome of Rathbone's enterprise was not a tota failure because 
a Bomplete eet of his magaines Y&S deposited with the U.S. Library 
of Congress end several remain Ln the heads of descendants of the 
crlginal recipients. Some of the latter have banded together to form 
a Rathbun Family Association and in January last year they la,u,c,,ed 
The RATHEUN,RATHBXiE,FATHxIRN FAMILY HISTORIAN with cy~r 150 charter 
subscritera. 

No doubt this new mag&&e will continue the fine tradition cf 
its nineteenth century prscursar by continuing to place c" 
record the history and lineage cf the Rathbcnes and variants. 
The Guild of One-Name Studies wishes it well. 
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