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Report on the 1381 Annual General Meeting

Although this Hewsletter was put together before the Guild Conference and A.G. M.
at Leicester on 27th June, it scemed prudent to defer publication for a week or
two to see whether there would be any matter that should be brought to members!'
notice, without their having to wait for a complete report of the proceedings,
intended for our Autumn edition.

This brief delay has, in fact, been fully justified in that, as you may have
noticed from the heading above, the Guild now has a new Chairman. This indeed is
of interest to the ninety per cent of our members who were unable to attend the
A.G.M. and it is also of some importance that you be told the sequence of events
which lead the representative ten per cent to bring about this situation.

‘Prior notice of the intention to hold the A.G.M. at Leicester in June was con-
" tained in our January liewsletter, since this Conference provided an opportunity
~ for ‘the meximum number of members to be present at the A.G.M. Ilowever, as our

Constitution specifies that the A.G.1. Yshall be held each year not later than
© 30th april®, the relevant clause 9 was suspended for duration of the meeting,
which was attended by 33 menbers.

The Chairman then presented his Heport for the year ending 31st December 1980, a
copy of which is enclosed with this Newsletter. As will be seen, he concludes
with the wish to gtznd down ag Chairman, but expressed his willingness to serve

on the Execut1va Commlt tee for a further year, if this was the will of the_meéting.

The Treasurer f61lowed with his Report and Balance Sheet for 1980, a copy of
which is also- LﬂClOSLd. He went ‘on to comment that the Guild's funds had in-
creased over the yesr and this was accounted for’ by two factors' the additional
subscriptions and oncé only Reglstratlon Fees of new members, coupled with the
fact that the production costs: of‘the Reglster and the Newsletters had been
partly subsidised. The cost of the “latter represented the materials used and
was shown in the account as Stationery, whilst the cutlay on the former had been
largely recovered by sales through the Federation Postal Publications Section.
Both these items were certain to cost more in the future and the postal costs
continued to increase, so that if the flow of new members declined, it might be
necessary to lock for an inercase in the annual subscription.

Both reports were adopted with a vote of thanks to the Guild‘’s Officers and Exec-
utive Committee for their work throughout the year.

The next item on the agenda being the election of Officers and Executive Committee,
it was disclosed that Mr. Derek A. Palgrave has expressed his willingness to stand
for the office as Chairman. Iis name was therefore duly proposcd and seconded and
there being no other candidates, he was elected nem. con.

- {continues on page &5)
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DIy +ICULTIZS IL A SURVEY OF A )AME ~ BROOM
' by W...P. Broomn

Un researching the origins of the name proom ss a nlace~nzme and surnasme, a great
number of variations in the sgnellin; occur, narticularly vhen used as a oloce-
name. Less variation is noticed vhen looking et thie surname. Ercom is of Anglo-
3axon origin and v.rious snellings are met with as o result of the many languages
ihat have helped form the -nglish language. The following are the different forms
of the word Droom ¢ ' '

Anglo-oaxon eoen brom Modern German eona brombeere
west Germanic . ... brama Low German avra bram

Cld Teutonic -~ .... brasmo Dutch s brem, brum
0ld .iigh German ..., bramo French aves genet
iddle Ligh German .. brane Latin asan genista

Secottish .... brum

he WGlsh-iﬁrun'~for-uill the 0ld German 'brun' for slope, the Gaelie 'braon'
for dew/drizzle, the Lutin 'bruma' and the lrcnch tbrume' for fog, ars a few
words which may bedevil the name.

The T“COngSGQ VdrlantS of the sg°lllng of ‘the surname ure Lrome, Broom, Broome,
Brom, Brum, Brwme, Brwne, Bron, Brun, Brune, Broun, Brounc, Broam, brooam, Broem,
Brocem, Broug cham, Abroem, Abroms, Abrome, ApBroom, UacBroom, HeBroom, b cBromlus‘
more reading will no doubt nroduce cthers.

Crie interesting example of the name is recorded in Somerset. To ensure that a
marriage .to & Brome was remembered, Brome was used as z Christiin name but the
spelling was reversed to Lmorb Johnson. The father's nune was brome~sonnson:
his father, Emorb's granofo ter, willihm Johnnon marr1ed Johen (Joan) biomc_
about 1540

hccording to L'Dstrange Swen in 4 _iistory of Surnomes of the Britich Isles, 17231,

page 252, the naume Brum is possibly & thousand ycars old. The posgsible reasons

for the different spull1n‘s of the name, be it place-nzme or surname, could be:

(1} The interpretation of a moorlyawrlttun word; an errcr of translation.

() 4 clerk's written record of the sound of the name, influenced by the dlalect
of the speaker and also tnc listener. _

(3) Due to the effects of the meny lenguages thst have helped to fbxmﬁLnglish,
resulting in many origins {(of the name).

{4) The deliverate spelling of the name in en unususl wuy to cppear.refined.

Surnames have to be classified into four mdln Lroups ¢ {1) loecul surnzmes; (&)
surnames of a relationshio: () surnames of occupation or office; (4} nicknemes.
The surname Eroom and its varicnts is classifiud as o local surnamc, derived ITom
residence at or near where broom grows, or from s place called proom. Logically
one is directed to & dictionary of place-numes. Local surnames are said to be
‘the lorgest group in numbers and importance, thus it would be sound to muke a
review of the olace=names that sre called proom or names associated with the
Broom. The f‘ollov.lnb is the result of such a review, using Thé Concise Oxford
Dictionary of Tnglish Place-iames, by E. hanll, with the nermission of Oxford
Unlversity Press.

Various spellings of the word Eroom used as & olace-mame. . .
County ' . Domesdey original Domesa&f trnn lation- . -
warwleckshire , Brome Broon
Oxfordshire a Bvrerescote _ Bromscott
n Brvphala * Broomhall
Somerset ~ Byrnetone . Brompton Half.
' " DByvrnetone _ ' Bromptor Hegis
" Brvngtone , ' .Lromaton Hegis
Brynfells - Broompfi:ld
Brvne - . Brown
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burrey bBrunlere

)
Brvnlei )
brolege ) 2il on onc page for Broulay
O Brunlei ) _
swtaffordshire . brvnlege Abbots promley
T premeled Gerrard Bromley
Vil Sromlel tings Lromley
Nettinghamshire brvnesleis Drinsisy
Bruncctie Bragcote
Bryncote Lrancote
s ‘ ' Broncote Bramcote
* Buckinghamshire - Brinhelle Brill
s Bvrneha Burnhan

the translations of extracts from Domesday Book are reoroduced by permission of
the pablishers, Phillimore of Thonwyke Znll, Chichester, west Sussex, who are
1roduc1ng a county by county edition under thu peneral editorshin of John tierris.

T ‘feel it could be of some value to list a number of specific contradictions to
bring to one's notice differences that mifht mislead if the written word is
uccopted too freely. Ventilation of such possible pitfalls zre valid, so that
© time, momey and effort might be saveds

Ir Devon Brdomborough'iS‘recorded a5 Lromourgh in 1876 and as Brouneburgh in 1414,
which 1s sald to have the meaning of 'brown hill'.  Broomthorne in KNorfolk is
written us Brunvsthorpe in the Domesday bBook. 7The first element could be confuscd
with 'brown':; it so happens that about 1GS0 there was a priest named Bruno at
truncgthorpe. In the samc manner Brunstecd is written Brumestada. Shropshire
records Lroome as Brame and iicrefordshire has pProm's Ach as Brepesese, also as

_ bromesais. 4an author in bedfordshire Place-names records the snelling of bromham
.in Domesgday Book as Drunehem, slsc es Brimcham. The following spellings are also
" seen between the years 10c6 and the fourtecnth century: braham, Brynham, Broam.
Desnito this variation, in wiltshire Bromham is spelled Lromham, '

hetirning to the surname, the nuzzlement remains. In Place-Lames of Durham, by
Jaclkson, Lichard bLrun, Richerd Bron and Hichard broun are discussed under the name
of broom sng are considered to Le the ssme man. i list of warwic: WP's by Kemp
end bewen states thot robert Lroun, an MP for Warwick in the years 1348, 1364,

1397 and 1403 is the sore men as Robert brome, P for warwick in 1405. The listory
end hAntiguities of Leicestershire strates tint thomes Erome is buried in Croxall
-Church chancel in 1647 ns was his wife in 1713; it quotes Show's Staffordshire,

vel, 1, 0.673, as its source. After much checking such a burizl cannot be confirmced.
bartholombw bBrome narried Amne Cranmer, daughter of Edmund, Arehdcacon of
ACantLrbu:y, who was brother to Thomas Cranmer, ATChblShOD of Canterbury. Unfortu-
nately no record of daughter Amme can be found.

Researching the wiltshire Broomz, it is found thet a Ralf Broom has his name
spelled as Broomg ond rome in his will., (is record of burial is at Bremhill
Parish Church and 18 spclled Broom. Ralf wished to be buried at Brimble near his

'grundfather, geeording to his will, gucted in wiltshire Archageclo.ienl & Latursl
distory Mapazine, vol.44, p.34. In the same volume, p.132, it is implied that he
“is buried at Bremhill Church. 4 short Brome pedigree from the Plea Rolls under De
Lanco, Hen.VI, page 113, is correct snd substituted for pege 165 of vol.xvi(i.S.)
iflenry ¥ in which .lenry Broune is printed in error and it should read Robert Brome.

4 major difficulty is the interchange between Iiroom and Brown. Far exomple, in
Whittaker's .istory of Craven on s number of occssions Broom and Brown are inter—
changed, one such oceurrence becing on page 201, Robert wrown, Hector of Reighley
- Parish Churcli. It resos Lrome in ithe index. Dugdule gives a BErome Leing nanmed
brown in puvlic records. Ghe Surnames of Scotland by Black, records a Farion
brwme and nobert brwne under the name Broom and that they are relaled: slso re-
coraed Broa, ELron, brun, Brunc, as being written for the name Brown, when the

men were with the irench on milit.ry servies. (bis, unceording to their ‘uster
kolls. ‘The Victoria County idistory of Oxfordshire states on page 57, vol.d,
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Ann, daughter of Sir William Breow; Lord Mayor of London 1544. On investigation,
i% appears the Lord Maycr was a man named Brown. In 1812 a letter from the French
Minister of War in reply to an application from a British prisoner of war: it was
at. £irst understood that the prisoner was 7 Captain Themes Broom and is so written
in the Ministerts letiter. Tn the prisoner’s reply the name has been obviously
gltered to Brown, It seenms tie man was possgibly Brown.

s e B M . o M M W Lo

Ba:dglcyj states thau tnﬁ ‘surnise Bloom in horfol* has “been corrupted to Bleoom. In
support of this, a perscnal communication suggesis that the Rev. Francis Bloomfield,
Nozfolk's cwn historien, descended from a Sir Henry Broumflete alias Bromefilde, who
lived in 1440. 4lro according to Genersl Armory ;wo, edited by Cecil R. Humphery-
Smith, sprigg of broon: appear on his shisld. A number of persons believe that
Bloomfield was never granted arms. AR

" The difficulties still centimve. In a recent book Shropshire snd Herifordshire
Villages, by G.H. Haincs, 1974, it states that a monument in Badger Parish Church is
of Isaac Hawkins Brown bub in the index it is prinfted Broome. Is it a printer's
error? A letter to the Vicar ard precblem is solved; the monument is of Brown.

Cne can see that if thece ouerizs ocour very often it could be costly in time, money
and effort.

Contributor!s acdress: 25 Abington Grove, Elm, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire.
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SURNAME VARIATTONS

Wilf, Lodgkinson, 7 Msnor :rove, St Neoté;'cambs PE19 1PP writes:

Recent correspondence has promted me to take a2 closer look at the spelling of my
surnace, HODGKINSON. I find it has Leen consistently spelt thus for the last 350
years, though somz are still tompted to ingart cn 'e' in the nmiddle. During the
course of my research I hove come seross 4 'similar' surnamss and a recent search
throagh the teleplions directories has revealed their number as follows (compared
with over 1000 HODGKINSOHS) :

HODGSKINSOM -~ 4
HOBGEKIRSON - 12
HODGKISCN - 23
HODGKISSCN - 7

Such numbers do not suggest any great antiquity. [ODGSKINSON probably comes from
Great Longotone, Derbyes., about 150 years ago where there was also.a family of
RODGEINSONS. HODGE&TNSON is more likely to be a family which has put the 'e! in
- ratheér than continual use since the early 27th century. HODGKISON  comes from just
onz femily of Amorghaﬂ- Bucks, which dropped an ‘n' about 150 years ago. We are

not sure when except thot onc branch of the family which emigrated to Australia
about that time continues tc use HODGKINSCE to this day! HODGKISSCN is now confined
to @ small area of the West Midlands. Again, it appears to have originated c.1850
end the most likely explanetion is that this is a branch of the HODGKISON family.
‘The problem of surname spelling -{end thus of variations) appears, in this case, to
Jdate from 1837 eor after, rather than earlier. For example, HODGKISON and HODGKINSON
are frequeatly interchangad on eerbtificates. Local accents may account for some
‘changes. The worst (i) examnle cams frem south-west Notts whore HODGKINSON sounded
like WADEKISOM!

Mrs. Blaine Wiltshire, 26 Simmil Road, Claygate, Tsher, Surrey KT10 ORT writes:

I rgree with Myr. D.W. Hamley when he says that ke is amzzed at the use of card
indexes by members. T am researching two nomes, ons of which is extremely uncommon,
CUNMAY , and the other i3 nol very ususal, BURKIN, but cen only just about cope with
a card index for DUNMAN. ; : . .

Between 1837-1707 therc were 108 births regisforsd for the nawe DUNMAN, including

o



five in Shenghai, although the majority were in Dorset and the environs of London.
From 1908-1978 there were 38 births registered of which 8 were adoptions.

As far as ihe index is concerned I use white cards for those born as Dunman,
“pink-for wives and yellow for husbands which does make it easier to pick out
relzvant namges at a glance.  ilowever, evern with this uncommon name I have some
bOO index cards. : ' ' o

LNy other 1ntereat is in the surname BURKIN and, of course, I =am working on the
variants, BIR{LIN, BERKIN, BERKEN BURKING, etec. So far as BURKIN is concerned
between 1837-1907, 514 births were registered, comprising 244 males and 270

.femoles, while from 1908-1978 there were 526 births comprising 268 males and 258

"“males,1 iving an overall total from 1837-1978 of 1,040 births - 512 males and
528 females.

_My aim w'th this name is to prove or disprove that they are connected originally
1W1th the same family. In the period 1837-1707, 82% of the births registered -
1weve in Kent, Surrey and London. The Xentish names related to my branch of the
'famlly from Ctiham where the name occurs from 1653 when the Parish: ReglsterB
started and ir. the neighbouring village of Knockholt from 1600. The Surrey reg-
istrations are mainly Croydon, where the name occurs from 1693 and villages *
between Cudham (which is on the border with Surrey) and Croydon.- From the
recearch I have managed to do with the births registered in London these fhmilies
geen to have originated in Xent.

With respect to Mr. Hanley I would suggest that some of the remaining lSﬁ are
registrations which have been misspelled and should, in fact, be BIRKIN. My
reasoning for this is that my research so far shows that the Birkin spelling
oceurs in Kottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, etc. and the majority of these
18% come from these districts. In addition, although I have a record of their
birth, there is no marriage or death which, although they could have emlgrated
suggests ‘that when my reseéarches into Birkin are more complete I may flnd . they
marrled or died with. the name Birkin. e

"“t the moment it would seem that the Birkin name is much more common and 86
perhaps Burkin is an offshoot of this family. I should be very grateful to hear
f"on any mexber who-has any references to either of these names. :

RARE SURNAMES -

i David Newman, 17 Redriff Close, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 4DJ writes:

T have recently joized the Guild and have read with interest varicus letters -on
numbers end distributions of wvarious names. 1 would be very interested to see
Just how rare comz names are and it struck me that it might be posaible to compare
St. Gatherine’s ilouse index figures 1837-1980. My own interest is in the name
Standeruick, Stendwick, Standrick, Standerick, ‘etc. (not Stanwix which is defl—
_nitely Carll sle area) of Somerset origin. ‘

I have's :
o Births 445
Marriages 294,

Deaths 314

Considering the nane is 'rare' it is alarming how many entries for whiech one.

hac documsnted evidence such as censuses, ete., do not appear at St. Catherine's.
I have severa‘ dnstonces of this occurring, 8o goodness kncws how. many Smiths
‘are missinmi . :



TTF INTERMATIONAL, GERNEALOGICAL INDEX
' hv }? N. F'i-ll'“"'
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The ahove was referred to by Mrs, Pauline . Litton in her letter printed on
Dage 53 'of Guild Nawsletter No. 5; as she explained, it is better known to
some of us as the Computer File Index or C.F.I. Ilowever, to some Guild Members
it is a completsly new phenomenon and therefore well worth some gxplanation in
these pages. Members of the Church of Jasus Chris’ of Latter Day Saints, who
are perhaps better known 1o us as Mormon:z, are required as part of their relig-
ious beliefs to take an interest in their ancestors, which they have been doing
for many years and to azssist their endeavours, thulr technicians have been
.photographing vital records of all kinde, including bishops transéripts and
parish registers, wherevar thia facility has becn made available to them. ' Large
numbers of Mormon pionecrs crossed the nlains and deserts of Horth America in -
‘their waggon trains during the lest century to sot up their own State of Utah -
and - many farm labourers and crafisien were recruited from rural and industrial
areas of ‘this country, which they left with their families and what little they
‘possessed.  Thus yeu will see that many of their sncestors could also have been
our-ancssiors znd through their generosity we too are able Lo teke advantage of
* their painstaking research over uahy years. ‘Thﬂy did not of course know which
of the records they copied wers of their ancestors and to faecilitate research,
the entire masy of data was programmed inte their cwn eusnuber installation at
Salt Lake City and then pa-precented on computer print-cut sheets arranged by
surnames end chrisiian names within counties, with th: events for identical
names in chronologicu! orxder. The resul” was tihen microfilmed on to posteard
size pieces of celluloid called microficiie, each of which contains pages of
data arranged in 17 llqeu spread of 21 columns. i.e., 357 pages per fiche and
each page has & cepacity of 60 namss end evenis, hut the average is nearer 40
or 50 per pape, " The svex he ove meotly christeanings and marriagzes, with a very
few births and turials. The total is a gizantic gensalogical index of some

32 million namss for the whole of tho British vsles, undoubtedly the best’
research tool for finmling lost ancesiors since Boyd's Marriage Index. Of
course it doec no’ have all the answers Ly any meens, but it is enormously
exciting for what there is and equally fruatrating for all that is still missing.

I first becam: zvare of the C.1%. I.during a visit to the late Ellsworth Filby

of Kensas City in 1975 ard ho took me cn o Sali Lake City, where I was able to
gee the Mormon Library aod facilibies for myself. A8 @ result of a further
visit the following yeay I we¢ ahble to inirotucs snd present a complete set of
microfiche for the British Tsles to the Seclety of Ceneslogists. It quickly
became a populer feature fer visivors Yo Hariington Gardsus, but copying out the
reguired gntrics was very tine-consuming. However, this was coon remedied with
the purchase of a reader piinter, wh¢un for the sam of 20p enabled one to take
~home a photocopy of ‘the rogurred page to study at onz’'s leisure. A welcome
help to any rescarcher, but %o the une-name .esearcher it represented a ready-
‘made. datarbaSP coverinz predominantly the period pricr to civil registration.
This facility of complete print-outs for all eutries of & particular surname

for every county is now available at several other places besides the S.0.G. “and
includes the Institutce al Canterbury, The Birminghom and Midland Society and the
East of London ¥.H.S.; tc name those that 1 hﬂOJa 1ﬁFre mzy well be others,

but it 13 certainly worth making enquiries. If you are fortunate enough to

have heard or have the cpportunity of hearing a talk Jy Mr. Jeffrey F. Packe,
the Director of Negotiations here for Mormon Genecalogical Interests, then

your cne-name study will surely benefit as a result. If it provestechnically
“posgible with cur primitive duplicating arraagemuﬂts we will reproduce a

sample print-cut page for you with this Newsletter. I su"pect that it will
raise more questions thza it answers, but that way we wmay all learn something
from one anothzr.

—7En.
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Gordon E.G. Barlow, P.0. Box 61, Cayman Islands, writes:

I would like to comment on some of the leiters printed in your January Newsletter.

1, Mr. Hamley scorns those who are presently rescarching oily one direct line of

e name : he may be strictly correct to do so, but he should see¢ that a name interest
grows out of a fanily intersst, not vice-versa. So if the Guild will take a
positive approack to family historians (i.e. ancestor-huntors) it will in time
buiid a much sironger base for one-name research. Otherwise the Guild will become
a dead-end club concerned only with uncommon surnamzs.

(Incidentally, Mr. Hamley ccnfuses family with name. Gensalogically, a family
consists of relativess unless 21l Hsuleys spring from a common arncestor, they
are a genus, 1ot a family.)

2. 1 agrec with Mr. Barrett that everybody hores e benefit his oun research
(directly or indirectly) by jo’sning an organisation like the Guild. Messrs.
Swinnerton, Filby and others are extraordinary iu giving o much time and effort
to something iike the CGuild, and ore i3 both zraiefwi and admiring, but in
judging the interests of members we nusth alw""s remember the aziom? there is
nothing g0 boring as olthsr peonle's families.

3. Now I get bering. A4lso, I get to admit that I joined the Guild under
slightly false pretences. Mr. Gunn's statistics on telephone subscribers can
bz contrastea with my own searches for the name STILLARDS one in Great Britain
{which turned out to be a misprint for STILLIARD) =nd none at all in U.S. A

A family of gladioli-growers in Victoria, Austraiia, may be the last and only
STILLARDS in tha world., Whether it is a variant cf the London STEELYARD/
STILLIARD or a contimuation of the 17th century Somerset STILLARD (now Stellard
or Stallard) has yet to be discovered.

4o I 2m glad to be eble to agree wlitn Mr. Hamley on surnams variants. The
Parish of Martock in Somerset seemed in earlier cays to contain virtually only
two rool surnsmes: GAWLER and HAYNE, but with many variants, some of which must
have been deliberately contrived. One areaz of enguiry suitavle for the Guild
is original versions of surnames, by rsgicnt if not by spelling, at least by
decuced promwvnciation. Do FRANKISH and FREWCH have the same root, racial or
cccup_ulcnal7 BARLGW began as BARLEY, the spelling in time allegedly re~
fleciirg the {(norih Derbys. ;south Iorksl pronun-iztions is this a realistic
explanatlona

5. A nev cubject. VWhen exactly did surnames begi 1, by region snd_class?

Would the undotumented poor have achieved surnames rather late in the plece?
There peem o be a lot of pguesses prevalaspt aboul surnarz origins: I have read
in a DIY texlbooulc thai NELSON was likely "Nell's son®, baing the son of one
Nell of stronpg personality, whereas surely it was cither Neil's son (or variant)
or, if Rell's con, then the illegitimate end unskilled son of a long~-lived and
well-krown (unmarried) mothsr.
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PLESTHVATICH OF FAMILY_ARCHTVES

T.F.K. Ulyatt, 2503 Via Astuto, Carlsbad, Calif 92008 USA, writes:

In 1930 T received a family tree and supporting data on a family from which I am
descended. hey wore sent te me by a cousin who lived in Bimmingham and who
spent his hoh_daya and spare time resesarchiing this family back to 1066 A.D.

He told me that if I wished, he would sesad as much more data as I would like to
have from his voluminous filed. In 1930 he was 60 years of age and the last
letter I had from him was in 1944 -~ censored, of course! He would have been 74
years old, therefore., and probably died some hime soon after that year., In his

G0

I



~ 1930 letter, he remarked that he had no idea what would happen to all his
records after his death and he. supposed they would be "unceremeniously burned".

My remorse at this time ovayr my failure to keep in touch is no help at all. He
had a daughter (unmarried, I believe) as his only survivor. A kind lady in
Birmingham, whom I met through correspondence, went to his last known zddress
for me and ‘the present residents only volunteered that the daughter had died six
years ago. . 1. intend ta contlnue to follow this to learn what heppened to his
records and I am capable of doing so.

Now for the problem. The Guild has in excess of 257 members, all of whom to

some degree have substantial amounts of information accumulated on the names

they are researching. what happens to all these valuable accumulations as, one

by one, we leave this “mortal coil"? Are they all to be uunceremoniously burned“?
Even if a pear and trusted relative gave them a good home, they would still be

out of e¢irculation and not available for any later person researching the same
NAMo .

Perhaps there is provision somewhere to take care of this situation and I have
not yet heard of it. Our son has expressed interest in having all the material
and. corregspondence that we have scquired on Ulyatt and its variants, but neither
 he nor I can assure that it will be available to others in all future years.

It is recognised that, by indirection, it is being suggested that a central
clearing agency be established to receive such-contributions and hold them
available for posterity; and that doing so.would be a monumental operation.

R N A R R RN I N IR I N N -

CVERSEAS MEMHERS
Madame Margeret Audin, 37 Rue La quintinie, 75015 Paris, France, writest

I feel I1'd like to say something that I intended to write about when I received
the last issue - complying with the rules for the various categories. This is
extremely difficult for overseas members, as although they can collect all the
references in their own country, a lady in Australia writes about this in the
current issue, the English side is not so easy and the majority of us cannot
afford to pay someone to do it for us.

Take my own case - years ago I started chasing my mother's paternal side:
Cartman. This was well before I'd even thoughtof it becoming a one-name study.
Over several months I had a blanket search made from 1837-190C in St.Catherine's
but lack of further cash stopped it there. I continued over the years, con-
tacting cousins and buying certificates on direct lines (when I could afford it)
but until fairly recently that was as far as I could get. Each visit to London
has been to St. Catherine's and last time: over, this February, I at last got to
the end of the blanket search up to the very . last registers.

Now I was able to do this as Parls is not all that far from London and I do
occaslonally go there, buv how can an Australian or American one-neme searcher
do this. Admittedly one can try to persuade an English person with the same name
to help, but not everyone is,interested enough to spend hours checking registers
and, also, not everyone has -the physical r851stance to the welght of. the books

or the standing up all the tlme,‘ : . ~ :

My next problem will ‘be to obtain’ copies of ‘the aupropriate pages in the telephone
directories. Personally I think that this is not particularly useful except that
it shows that a certain number of people of the name were in a particular town or
county at a certain date. "] once tried to contact all the BOWLER entries in
Lancashire and Cheshire and the majority of letters came back as 'dead', 'moved?
or 'upknown'. Perhaps had I written immediately the new directory came out this

would not have happened, but it tock several months to obtain one going through
the official channels.
-8~



Despite all the problems I shall plod on until I obtain all the required irfor-
mation in' the hope that one day I shall find the solution to the problem of:

where the top of our tree originated. 5S¢ far 1 have had twe enguiries and, of
course, all my own cousinsg are kept up to date on results, If I don't menage to
comply with the rules I'm more or lesg told that my place would be in the National
Pedigree Index. 1 entered the Cartman side years ago and last time I enquired I
was told that there is only my entry., So it would seem that the only hope of
progress is with the Cne-Name Study, despite the problems. I know you've probably
had enough letters on the subject, but I felt that the peint of view of the over~
seas members had not been presented. One last remark - those people wanting all
references tc o name should not forget the consular records - those ancestors
often went abroad.

THE SURNAME OSWALD

JJ, Oswald, 38 Hertford Hoad, %onmouth, Gwent NP5 3HH, writes:

I am afraid that' I, probably like many others who joined the Guild at its found-
ation, have Yallén behind in- my good intentions. At that time, I planned to
expand my' fdamily research into an Oswsld One-Name Socicty, but this has proved
rather more complicated than I had anticipated.

Although I knew thot my grandfather had becn born in Germany, I hzd always heard
from my uncles (who should have known better)} that the Oswald roots were-in’
Scotland or Ireland. 4s “proof', I was referred to a well-known family in Hemburg
called O'Sweld.

My research very quickly proved, however, that I am descended from a family which
hes farmed fields ard grown vineyards in a village on the Rhine (one of the bonuses
of my research!) for well over 300 years. Ranging farther afield I found, apart
from the 0'Swalds mentioned sbove {who came from Silesia, but "anglicised" their
name because they were great admirers of the British way of lifel), a noble fanily,
ineluding an SS General called von Oswald and sundry other Oswalds, who spelt
themselves variously Osswald, Osswalt or even Csswaldt, well distributed through-
out Germany and Austria, as well as Italy - the Alto 4Adige or former Austro-
Hungarian province of South Tyrol.. 1 also found that there was. a-vast; number in
Switserland, where a Swiss Family History Socicty informed me over 100 towns and
~villiages are registered Oswald domiciles, and they seem to be spread abrozd in
meny countrleq ~ including of course the USA.

I have dutlfully carded the bulk of the St. Catherine’ s House . birth Indcx, and
© find-the name’in many forms (Oswold, Oswell, Uswell, ete.) mainly in Northumber-
- Jnd, Durham, Shropshire, Terby and Devon, but also in many other countics.

" Secotland I have nol yei touched, but I know that theré must be quite a few there
as well. My conclusion is that there must be many entirely unconnected families
spanning several countries and that the formqtion of an Oswald Society would be
an adminl strative nightmare!l

However, for what it is worth, my resecarch -will continue and my index will grow,

-7 1f only to satisfy myself and I hope to continue my membership of the Guild'and

to answer any gueries. I would like to add that several people have written to

me guite out of the blue with information on'Oswald marriages and births they

. have come- across while doing their own research and I have been most grateful
to them, - :
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¥.L.:Leeson FSG, 108 Sea Lane, Ferrlng,west Sussex BN12 5HB, writes:

I have very much enjoyed the correspondence in the last. couple. of 1ssues of the
Newsletter and though it is now closed offlclally, wonder if I might Just add a
couple “of ‘points. :

1. The PCC lWills Indexes Clause was, 1 belleve, included because it represents an
easily accesslble major . body of evidence for the origin and development of a surname
and for its distribution in the mid-17th century, too, when all wills had to be
proved centrally during the Commonwealth.

2. ds a Founder Committee Member of the National Pedigree Index I would urge all
One-Namers also to register their interestswith it, and not only E-types! Cur
terms’ of reference are broad and the free registration slip can easily be completed
to show the range of interest. Three generations in the male line is the minimum
requirement, so members may care to ask for sufficient slips to register not only
their one-name study/ies but any other femily lines that fulfil this requirement.
Enquirers--will then be sent photocopies of the appropriate slips and advised to get
in touch direct with the registrant. 4 s.a.e. and note requesting rcglstration
slips should be sent to the NPI ¢/o Society of Genealogists, 37 Harrington Gardens,
London SW7 AJX -

LOCATION OF SURNAMES
Frenk J Snelllng, 124 Craneford Way, Twickenham, Middx., writes:

In support of "A Short Tirade on Behalf of the Needy" (J.Heygate-~Browne, Vol.l No.5)
I would appreciate some assistance from members. Having duly compiled “lists" of
births, deaths and marriages from St. Catherine's House indexes, I have now compiled
a list of "Family Event Places® (i.e. a list of place names signifying at least one
" birth, death or marriage) with the intention of thus locating the "haunts" of
various branches of the Clan Snelling., The 'fly in the cintment' is that while the
majority -(+500) can be located to counties by *Gazetter!, there are 27 which I am
unable to Tocate’, These sre: BLYTHING/CHIPPINGHAM/ CHORTCON/CLARC/ CODSTCNE/DEPWADE,/
- INEHCE ( ?)/FARHAM/FREEBRIDGE L./KETTEN/GUILTCROSS/HALSWORTHY/HART ISMERE, HARW ICK/

HE ISTON /MERIDON/ MERTHYN/ MUMFORD/ NGRTHLEACH/ PLOMESGATE,/PLOUGHLEY/RYDALE/STAR HAN/
THINGCE/TAVERSHAN/ WA INFORD/ WASFORD.
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MFIRST APPROACH" LETTERS

Mrs.
Polly'Bird;l'S Crawthew Grove, Tlast Dulwich, London SE22 9AB, writes:

I see from the last Newsletter that you had a reply from Mrs. Sheehan to the
request to members to send in examples of their 'first approach' letters. I

was disappointed to find that you had not printed the copy of her initisl letter
which she had enclosed.

‘Burely the idea behind the request was to be able to print severel initial letters
§0 that readers could compare them with their own and see if some other wording
could produce a better response? This 1s what I hoped to see. Although late in
answering-the call, I enclose a copy.of my first approach letter, which W1th ‘an
S.a.8., Seems to evoke a good response.

"Dear ... I hope you will forgive me writing to you but I wonder if you could
help me.

I am very interested in the ‘history of the Goldrlng family of which
I ecan find ‘tuwo ‘main branches - mine in London and another in Sussex.

o I am trylng to gather as muth information as possible fmm -
Goldrings sbout their family history and wonder if -you have a family tree or in-

formation which you could send me. I would be most grateful for any help you could

ive me. ;
g Yours sincerely, "
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ULWALTED CERTIFICATLS

Mrs. Pauline Saul, Secretary, Birmingham and Midland Society for Gensalogy and
Heraldry, 31 Seven Star Road, Sollhull, Wwest Midlands B9l 2BZ, writes:

ZHE GQILD oF OLEHNAMK STUDIES KEWSLETTEHR. Vol.l. No.6 Sgrlng,l981 P_gg 6§

7 ers. Betty Choyce Sheehan asks me to define an “unwanted certificate®. I can i
~do no. better thar quoie the original paragraph announcing the innovation of’
this index in May 1977 (sec The Midland Ancestor Vol.4 No.9 p.266)

“How many of ue have ‘received certificates from St. Catherine's louse, at no.
meéﬁ“costy"xhlch have-ptoved t6 be the'wrong ancestor! . However, they are
'someene“el e 3 enceetera end could therefbre be of use to another genealogist.

It is proposed thuS'”

1. all persons nav1ng any unwanted preﬂlgoo certificates are invited to send
them to us. - , :

2. They will then be filed and indexed by surname. '

3. Lists of accessions will be published in 'The Midland Ancestor"

4o Any certificate of interest to a member msy be purchased for £1 to be
refunded to the originel sender after all the information has been recorded.

5. Anyone vho has old family certificates they have no further use fcr would
be most welcome o submit them. . - - ; A ‘

';We hadgtc,aboTish (3} es by LOVember 1977 we. had over 300 names coverlng mcre
" than 20. counties. The.list eventually ran intc thousands as we not only indexed
- the main surnames, but,gm; names that appeered on certificctes, i.e. mother's .
maiden nﬂme, witneseee, medics, 1ncumbents, reglstrars and crOSSareferenced them.

Ve reVlsed f&) 1neomuch as it was easier to rttaln the original certlflcate' an
.enquirer receives all the detoils from the certificate of interest to him.  We
agk for. a small donation to cover the sdministration costs. (and in all this. tlmc,
to the best of my knowledge, no sender has ever asked for the cost, whole or in

part, of certificate to be refunded).

The second list of names is now typed up and awaits publication within the next
few months. we hope it proves as pOpular as the first edition of 'Unrelated
Certificates

is One-Namers .are individuals who collect and research ALL references to a
particular name and its variants, I would have thought such an index would be

of spegcial value to them. It provides a rare opportunity to pick up a reference
to a surname which might otherwise go undetected, for however obscure that
reference might be, it pin-points the name to a speciflc time and place.

eh e b enennassa s escoersr v

The typist (name'and address on p.85), finding a wee space free at the end of this
last page, takes leave to use 1t for a personal request. Would other One-lamers
who know that all of their name, living or dead, go back to gne family, care to
correspond on the gpecific problems they find in filing, index1ng, making of

~ pedigrees, etc. I have a feeling that I have far more paper work cluttering:- up
~my flat than ‘I need! ;

One member of the Copleston family is feeding us intc a micro-computer, but since
he is in Devon I won't have easy use and in any case, the bare facts are so. gold
and it is fun o browse amongst the trimmings, but I think [ could be much more
tidy and. efficient if 1 could exchange ideas on methods with othcrs '1n thc same
boat’. - \ . L .
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The Editor has.invited .your Newsletter typist (Murlel ﬂeson) to use this page

‘GO IeporB upon {.ne Ill"SL
COPLLSLUL'\ Fiu LY &ATL;LRIL& 3

We met in Exeter over the Spring bank nollday weekend and on Day 1 visited first
the Village of Ide. just south of Exeter, where many Coplestone graves are in the
Churchyard and Syd Copplestone of Birmingham saw the stone of hlS gtugrandfathcr,
John Coplestone,: who d. 1819. COur caravan-of cars and campers drove on to Chagford
where in 1529 John Copleston was given licence to hold a market and 2 annual fairs
“in his town of Chagford within his manor of Chagford®. Rev. wmBulley awaited us
at the Church and conducted us around, telling something of its history and taicing
us across the road to see the old Priest llouse where another John Copleston, DD,
may have lived for a while when he was tector there in 1647 This John was Provost
of King's and Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge University and in his capacity as a

(‘Qm‘hf‘-”qn'n JIp aionoad o YPDT'V!QV'\" on one n'F‘ +the ntrn Wr\'l'ldc 131n++n7‘1: 11'! 1#!5-{‘2 T'I’\ ‘H’\'p,q
uuuuuuu wai oy AL Gl LlxdldW Wi LA e

year he was given a Grace Cup by Chas.II, repllcas of which have been made for
flarrod's as a Royal Wedding souvenir by the Goldsmiths' Company who now own the
original. From thence to Drewsteignton to see in the Church the illuminated List
of Institutions showing “"Master Thomas Copleston, 20 Way 1470%. Thomas had two
papal dlspensations (being the 'son of unmarried parents' )} to take Holy Orders and
to hold two benefices, the first in 1442 from Eugenius IV apnd the second in 1456
from Calixtus ITI. He was Junior(Southern)Proctor of Oxford University in 1445-6.

Day 2 saw us at Iatlns in St. 4Andrew's, Colebrocke, for the first time irn about
400 years as a famlly, overflowing the COpleSuon Alsle, bullt by Philip (Sherlff of
Devon 12 Ldw.IV) and his brother Welter in memory of their father, John quluston,
who is third in the Devon Visitations. From the-Church we drove the 2 miles to
Copplestone to pay respects to the Copelanstan (now known as Copplestone Cross),
which-is imentidned in a Charter of Edgery 974 and from which the family . name is
obviously taken. In amazingly good condition, it bears in%erlaced designs more
commonly Seen.in the north of Lngland. Wc called at Coplestone House, where the

present owners kindly -received us and pointed out - where tne orlginal housu‘was
h‘ll‘l-l‘f' the: n'rr:clr:rni' one being huilt uﬂnnnﬂ +the ramaing .nf theohiannl. rl-hiﬂv\a saervige

built eser g tuilt arcund the remains -of the::chapol s divire serv
in whlchmwas grantedAtc Adam de Copleston and his wife Alice by Bishop Brantinghanm
in 1384, On to Eggesford, which went to the Chicheéster family by the marriage of
Anne Copleston, only dau & hr of John (d.1606) to Edward Chichester, afterwards
created Viscéount. ~Two large and ornate memorials seem to dwarf this little Church.
Last call of this day was at Chulmleigh and I was- happy at last to see the small
Congregational Church (ome c¢f the three oldest in the country) where my O-gis, yet
another John, was Pastor. in 1718/19 - in the ‘latter year he preachéd a sermon in
The Great Neeting House in Bideford “God's Works and Wonders in the Deep and the
Seafaring Man's Duty", which vas pri t ed and of which we have coples. He was then

Pastor at Bideford until 1729. e :

On Day '3 ve went to lamerton ioliot where local historian Pip Bebbington kindly

conducted us around “the loVel{ Church in which is a green marble memorial to John
Copleston.of KWarleigh House is wife Amne 2nd 10 r--hsi’h'?h'-(:m4 He was son of

Chr1stopher who killed his Godson cutside the Church by the 'Copleston Oak' and was
pardoned ‘by Elizabeth in 1562, Thence to Harlelgh House which came to the family

through the -marriage of Philip Copleston to dnne Bonvile, granddaughter and heiress
of Leva (Gorges) Bonvile. Ialf of uarlelgh is a nursing home:; in the other half is

the f'r‘an"' .-1-11'1 with minctrel sallovy Mam rrtimda alames $a tho Moemr amd st ad =
LS wIea L4 Wil MANSUTel galiSly. Ny 21 FIOUnNas S.i0p0 Lo Whe Lavy and oniain a

still-functioning dovecote and Ellzabethan boathouse. At the end of this, the
last day, people who had never met before parted as ‘'kissing cousins', having en-
joyed every_mgmgnt of a memorable weekend.. (73 Fleeming 'oad, London E17 5ET)
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Heport on 1981 A.G.M. - continued

Mr. Frederick il. Filby having sgreed to continue with the duties of Registrar,
which position had not preV1ously been filled, he too was unanimousiy veted into
that office. :

Holders of the remaining offlces of Treasurer, Secretany ang ! dltor of the MNews-
letter, also the two rcmaining Committece Members had all offered themselves for

re-election and there being no other candidates they, too, were confirmed in their
positions for a further year.
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-Three -other-items.cof busiress were discussed and ad0pted by a vote of L

those present. These were:

1. The T'xecutive Committee be glven authorlby to raise the subscription
next year by L1 if considered necessary in the light of events and
'such inerease would be subgect to dlscussion and conflrmatlon at the
inext An Gu M.,

2. That the- Constitutlon be reviewed by the LXGGUthb Commlttee with a

- wview to submitting any nminor amendments to the next A.G.M. prior to
the issue of a printed and corrected copy to each member, who had so
far had only a draft constitution, as subsequently anended and out-
Tlined in hewsletter ho. 2o

3. How that the Guild was well into its third year and had a small but

p051t1vc bank balance it was suggested that the sub51disxng of tele-
phonb calls and other itemg, by the retlrlng Chairman and Acting
Registrar, should cease and that an 'award be made towards his

- expensas, in apnr301at10n of his services to the Guild. Wr. Ellby

'_expressed his sincere thanks for this generous gesture and said that o
the.morey would be used towards the purchase of a Compact- Edltlon of _H;‘

. The Dictionary of hational Biograohy which he felt would be a help
to him in dealing with the many enquiries he receivés about. surnames,
only a fraction of which were as yet in our Heglster.

'T_The annual General Meeting was then closed and the course.of .the
Conference was resumed as will be reported in our next issue.

LI BN R R R B N B R R I O TN BN R S N R S

A _Heport from the Chairmsn and Acting Registrar -~ IFrederick L. Filby

~It is now almcst three years since the idea for a Guild of One-llame
Studies was conceived at the meeting of One-name Researchers held at
~Lelcester in May 1978, It took the Steering Committee almost a year to
" set up the project and they achieved the launch in Hfarch 1979. liow ’
that we have been orbiting the amily liistory scene for two years and

have just entered cur:third, it would seem an approprizte time to re- = ..

- view our achievements and shortcomings to see if any cocurse.adjust-

‘ments are required and whether it is perhaps time for.a change in the .
-crew who control this unique and highly experimentad vehicle. :You may = -
nct entirely agree with my choice of metapher but I think that you will - -

admit that the Guild can be described as unigue among the Family :
< Hiistory.Societies, from which we differ in a number of ways. Although
we share a large proportion &f our membership with other 3ocieties, our -
~aims end objectives.are not quite. the seme and it is in these differ-
ences that lie some “of the problems to which I must draw attention

latar in this report.. ﬁut flrst, Jhat have we achleved in two years?:

Because membershlp-of the Guild requires certain quallflcatlons and
obligations, the initial invitation to join was limited to those whose .
names wers in the Federation's original Hegister of One-Name Studies,-
‘entry to which had been free. However, such was the character and - -
intent of those approached that within & month, we had 140 members each’
of- whom paid a £2 registration fee and a £3 subscription to join. By

- the autumn of 1979 this number had* reached almost 200 and has since

climbed steadily to 300. All of thesec additions have been from
written applications te join and there has been no attempt at recruit-

ment, in order to limit membership to those who have a penuine wish to -

make the results of their research available to others who have an. inw
terest in the surname that has been registered. This control of en-
rolment has meant that the task of membership secretary has rested - :
with the icting Hegistrar in ihe effort to maintain standards and
ellminate possible duplication of registrition, of which there have

already been som¢ examples that have been satisfactorily resolved. _“Tfa:l

Thus this careful agsembly of surnames snd members for the Rev1seo'
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Register has involved the writing of aaproxlmately 600 letters of
explanation and acknowledgement, as well as the receipt and banking
of some £1,500 for registration fees and first year subscriptions.
Copy for the Hevised Register was prepared and passed for printing
to former Guild Hon. Secretary Mrs. Pauline Saul, whilst the colla-
© ting, otapling, folding and distribution of 1, 000 copies in two.
“runa of 500 was undertaken by your Actlng-Reglstrar. Sales of the .
Hegister via the Federation Publications Section have almost
covered the printing costs, including two supplements, thus.

leaving funds for a further updated reprint which is now required,
Additionally, your Acting~Registrar has sent written answers to
soma 350 reply-paid enquiries from the publie about Guild activi-
ties, members' addresses and whether svecific surnames have been

You will not need me to tell you that, thanks to the letters and
articles from an inecreasing number of members, the Newsletter is
becoming & platform for the exchange of views, news, techniques and
hints on matters of special interest to the “One-namer®, We are
indebted to our member Mrs. Muriel Reson for typing the stencils of
recent issues. Your Chairman has slightly improved his skill with
the duplicator, as should be expected after printing some 30,000 -
pages, but our modest start has now provided the opportunity to
contemplate using offset lithc in 1982, although this may influence
a review of the present annual subscription. As membership in-
creases,; distribution of the quarterly Newsletiers and two issues
of News & Digest must also be a matter for discussion at our next
meeting and a volunteer to look after the mailing list and despatch
arrangements would be welcome but proximity to the source of publl-
cat,.o"ls must have a bearing on the eventuasl choice.

We are-indeed fortunate in having a2 Chartered hecountant ms our
Honorary Treasurer and he will be distributing a statement of our
finances with the lKewsletter, which will provide a face saver for
the several members who have yet to pay their 1981 subscription,
duc on lst January last.

Cur ion. Szcretary has been busy with arrangements for this-meeting
at Leiceuter, during which we had already proposed to hold the A.G.l.,
later than it should be, but since this has facilitated a larger and
more representative attendance of members it seemed to your Committee
to be the preferable choice.

This brings me to the so~called problem referred to in my -opening
paragraph and concerns your Zxecutive Committee. You will kpow from
your ¢xperience with other Family History Societies that their Lxecu-
tive Committee is usually made up of members who are within a reas-
onable distance of one another for regular attendance at meetings
when required and this tends to apply also to organisations with a
nationa. membership and even those who are able to overcome the
difficulties and cost of travel. Distance has certainly been an in-
hibiting factor for the Guild's Executive Committee, as a result of
which your officers have had to operate in isclation, relieved only
by the occasional telephone call., This, plus the fact that your
Chairman has also been the Acting Kegistrar, membership secretary,
printer and mailing distrivutor, in addition to his several other
commitmznts, has forced him to the conclusion that it is in the in-
terest of the Guild snd himself that this situation must change.

He therefore wishes to stand down as Chairman but if required by his
successor, is prepared to serve ¢on the Committee for a further year
end will continue to act as Kegistrar until someone can be found to
take on this role, so vital to the continuing growth whxch the Guild
is destined to enjoy under wise direction.
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