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hs the. Guild enteres upon ite third year, I am aware that it is my duty =as your
Chairman to give you a report on our progress during the past twelve months
and on behalf of your Executive Committes to seek your mendate and guidance for
our activity in the months to come.

It wasr-writing the word 'activity! that set me comparing the Guild with other.
family history societies of a similar vintage end being slso Chairman of another
society ‘which started at ebout the same tims, I thought that comparison would be
both easy and useful. It is with some surprise, therefore, that I find the
differences more numerous and significant than the similarities, Agreed we

have reeched a membership of 300 at about the same time and our quarterly journals
seem to leapfrog despite changes in the postage ratea, but there the comparison
ends. The reason no doubt arises from the fact that the interests of Guild
members are not centred on_ga partieular locelity but are nationwide, as are their
eddresses, so thers are po monthly meetings or sub-committees for the exchange

of ideas., e do have of course an snnual conference, which plays an important
role in bringing members together, but the Kewsletter is our vital channel of
communication and it has to cater for resders of considersble geneelogical
experience right from the day of joining., We do not organise project outings
for recording monumental inscriptions and parish registers, but every one of

our members has his or her own specialist surname index and operates a free
information service. 4s & result, our 'directory of members' interests', i.e.
The Guild Register of One-lame Studies, needs to be updated twise a year and is

in constant demand, 80 much so that a complete reprint is now required es a
matter of urgency.

As svery Guild-member is automatically a subscriber to Fanily History Hews spd
Digest, he or she has the privilege of having his or her surnsme interest
mentioned in every issue and this is creating an increasing awareness of our
activity through the English-speaking world. The maintenance of the reputation
we are buillding up is in the hands of each and every Guild member through his
or her handling of the enguiries received Mey they be many and fruitful and
long mey you keep up the good work. .

Owing. to: the large number of letters published in this issue, it has not been
possible to print an article by W.E.P. Broom, 'Difficulties in a Survey of a
Name - Broom'. It is hoped te include this and an article 'Surname Varistions'
by Wilf. Hodgkinson, together with some other ietters recelived, in the next
issue of the Guild Newsletter. ~ Eg '



WELIEMD COMFERENCE O QVE-NAME STUDILS AT LEJCESTER, 27-28 June, 19&l

The venue for our Weekend Conference on. One-hame Studies will once again be the
Grand Hotel in Granby Street, Leicester. Commencing at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 27
June, it will finish shortly a.f‘ter noon on Su.nde.y 28 June,

The Guild’'s AGM w1ll be held during the course of the meeting and the Conference
programne, wall consistiof s series of discussions on one-name study topics of"
paI‘-:lCLIlB.I‘ interest. to those present and of vital concern to the future develop-
rent and expans:.on of thn Guild.

The Conference fee is £3.00, including afternoon tea and morning coffee. Overnight
accommodation: can be provided in the dotel, for which & booking form is enclosed,
Attendance at’the Conference Dimner is optional s but where required mst be bocked
and pc id for 1n aavance on the booking form provided.

& delegate Dart‘?cipa.tion is to be the essence of the Oonfez\anae, it is hoped that
"hose attending will bring with them examples of their technigues and data collec-—
B -on: for disnlay and discussion. Let this be our Forum for the future.

Hr. Bsllyn and the Bunns of St. Albans, by Elizabeth Grace Roberts

Paulin Press, 7 iarrow, Close, Hagley, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 GPP, 1980
192pp. 2/ plates, card covers, AS. £6.95 (plus £1,00 postage and packing).
Hev1ewed by Duncan rI‘arrington. . ) ‘

Thls splendid book will be welcomed by those readers who have enjoyed the author's
previous books, In Search of Anglesex Ancestry and Anglesey Family Letters, 1840~
1935+ It ig:plso.to the author's eredit that she has published these herself. The
book ‘has been researched and written over s ten-year period and has returned to the
melting-pot more than ‘once. i Such is thé nature of biographicel research where ‘scme
exciting :clue ‘leads ‘én.to a- -veriteble treasure~trove of information. The book his
obviously provided very enjoyable research for the author and I have little doubt
~that- it will prevme the reader with as much plessure.

From lett.ers and; memoirs the a.uthor has managed to paint a vivid and clear account,
of the Ballyn family.. The letters have been.inserted into the narrative so that
the reader ig immersed in the. charactera from her ancestry to whom she introduces
us. The Ballyn family pedigrees (pages 184~158) are drawn up in the narrative
style assoclated with. Burke's ALanded Gentry, but in the present book the author
has only given the bare Years. and not the dey and month) .and no places are stated
for most entries. This also applies sadly to!the Bumn, Hillier and Huggett pedl—
grees on pages 158-192. .. The padigree on page. 21 is coms iderably better.

The story concerning thé esrlier part of the author's Bunn ancestry is most fasci-
nating and she rélatés a’tale that is true of many of our own family trees. ®As
work went on,“ ‘she writes, %"the usual gaps In parish registars end corporation '
records made difficulties, the most unfortunsdte of all being the missing St.
albang Abbey Hegisteres that disappeared in a fire that destroyed St. dlbans
Hectory in 1743. ‘*One register supposed to have been burned, was discovered in.
1580 by Hr.. Craggs in & hayloft attached to his ‘house in St. Albans , the property
of Mr. J. Kent,: great~grasidson of Mr. Johd Kent, who died in 1798, having been for
more then half a century:Clerk to the Abbey (X ggts Gensalogist -« dntiguary, .
William Briggs) -The: baptmm of “the ‘'first authentic Bymm ancestor and his
marrigge were in those missing registéers..." It was a.lso interesting to sce ‘that
the autheor hed-used' the signatures of hér ancestors to belp sort out different
individuals.

The enthor writes, "Jﬂseoh and I-rgncis both married into the :lillier femily, who
really must have a 'small: chapter to themselves later on". I am pleased to 88y,
that they did and perhaps we may: yet. see o cfordplete book on this part of her .
ancest*-y, gince it .is amoarent that there are many of this hame with mteresting
lives. :In this book. My fioberts has concent.ratad on Irederick John Hil].ier



(1742-1816) and his son Thomas Hillier (1768-1849). John Frederick Hillier, who
was lightkeeper at the Korth roreland Light, lived at a spot that had formerly
bzen the aité;offa'Tuﬂor worning beacon. The author relates the anxiety of the
early owners of > hthouses, siown In some of the surviving correspondence, that
“the-lighxsfshgalddhav adequate attention during the hours of darkness. One
letter to the Vicar of S, ‘ Hargaret- -at.-Cliff's beseeches him to take note each
evening as darkness fell if thé braziers at South Foreland were well-1it. Other
istters plead with the l*Oht—Leape rs not to spend all their time fishing, but to
atbtond to their duties et the lizhthovse.™

Extracts from a very early diary or memoir, wriftten by Thomas iiillier, help to
breathe 1ife into the narvative and provide us with information and motives that
most hicterical wacerds on the whole rarely provide. In the appendix there is an
account by 4.Liy [lellizar of 4he Swedish Church, Princes Square, London, which
reveals thabt Tromas Iiilisr and his father were dedicated to the teachings of
Ermanuel Swedsrkorps This is of groat interest in that it has been said that the
Swedenborgians nsvet had o congregation in Kent. This apparently is not true,
Athovgh it wmight have been shorilived. lhoru is also an interesting account 3
Thomas 4illier’a cwn words which expleined his two marriages, for which the autnor
had found two marrisge licenses, but in the parish registers, one record for the
marriage -y berns & & later date. She writes MJe had obtained a special licence,
dated?BOth Decenber 1789 ... about which Thomas writes *This unthought of, unex-
secied end unaware marriage, Oh! it made such an uproar! ..." Thomas actually
obtained a secord marriasge licence dated 25 October 1790 and was married egain, in
his <m0 words, Wio pleased To please whom?* Thomss Hilljer later in his life wus
involved in a long and costly litigation, which fortunately left a considersble
cuantity of wrluten records, which have been of great use to the author. The law
suid  was’ over monev ;nd prooerty his wife Sarah .uggett should have inherited.

A cnaptor at leaf‘t has bzen dev*teu to the liuggett and Paulin families and the
uathor has done much to bring alive the cenbral cherscters from such records as
hava swrvived.  As such It is a great dsappointment perhaps that the outline
nedigree charts do not record more inflormation since it is not found elsewhere in
wia text. I am quite cerbtain that the zuthor will continue te locate yet further
datails of this side of ker fanily and we look forward to another book perhaps in
the years 1o cohme. '

Therg are ons or two technleal noints whzch disiract slightly from the overall
pioasure of this book. Firstly, the photographs have lost & crispness that could
rave been ret.’ned by ucing a beller quality art psper for the illustrations, as
I her previcus bocka end secondly the book, I think, would have gaihed from being
provided with an index, especially since the story did not follow in striet chron-
ological cequence. For irstencs, the index in fnglesey dncestry enabled me to tic
up the account of the dea*h of James Clifford Ballyn on page 24 there with the
acnouns on owgo 101 o~p ithic present beok. In all, a very readable book.

s ey

FRINGH GELFALOGY

An azsociation of accredited; profassional genealogists has recently been formed in
Franze. Thls group can rescm And professional searchers who specislize in various
zal eg"rlc cf French genealogical records. The new body, the Chambre Syndicale des
(+¢énéulogistes - ﬁeraldlsueg, 74 rue des Saintes-Peres, 75007, Paris, France, will
svpply a list of recommended searchers on receipt of two intermationel reply counons
ind a self-addrezsed euvelope. (Taken from Descen’, Vol.l0, part 4 (Dec. 1980},

the officiel journal of tle Socleuy of Australian G Genaalogists, "Richmond Villa®,

120 Xenh &treeu, Sydaey, HeSa.W. 2”00, Austrelis - a magezine thet can be .
hesrtily reconnended by }oux'Ed tor for gll t{hose interested in Auatralisn
gensalogy.
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Darel f. Pelgrave, 210 Bewtry Roed, Doncaster, South Yorkshire DN4 7BZ, writes:

i was absolutely horrified to read on page 59 of ho. 5 of the Newsletter that
renders could send me g stamped addressed envelope and I would supply a free
Jyeaflet Forning a One hame Group is a publication in the Federation of Family
ilintory SBocieties' series of monographs which can be purchassed from the
“Edbr&tlﬁn Sales Department at 30p as cdvertised on the inside cover of every
copy of Family :listory lews snd Digest.

I suppose thet I shall have to do what you say I have done and write & brief
1oaflet so I cin setisfy this demand. I will summarize what I have written in
he booklet and then plug the booklet itself, which I am now preparing as a
second editlon, as thz first one has some errors and we are out of stock anyway.

Ioving to enother topic, T would like to thank you for including my request for
rembers of the Guild to pass on details of name-variants. Only tuwo people have
- taken the trouble to send me information, but I sunpose it is esrly days yet.

,(Soi‘:y for the misunderstanding, Derek, and thenk you for correeting it - I sse
you havs now produced a second edition of Forming s One Name Group - Editvor)

Mrsﬂ Betty Chovce ec_Sheehan, 24 Coleman Rozd, Southasmpton, Mass 01073 U S
writest

I can't tell you how very pleased I am with the Guild's Newsletter. It fs.r
surpasses obher periodicals of its kind for lively give and tske and for choice
vid-bits of information.

2itting here ‘tacross the water', just enjoying each editlon, mokes me feel like
I‘'m not doing my bit to support the group, so now I'm going to try to make some
#mall contribution for one of your future issues of the Newsletier.

“ony references have been made to research 'down under'. During that period
of ny own research for CHOICE/CHOYCE families located in fustralia, I used the
rast common channel, namely a letter to a reference librarian asking her to
duplicate the names of those people from the area telephone directories.

Orz day, my casual request fell upon the desk of a creative librarian., She
~suggested that I write off for electorsl rolls in the state archives, which would

not only list names, but addresses and occupations. Before her letter had cooled
off, I wrote immedietely to the first archive: '

The State Archivists, sueensland State Archives, 168 Anmerley Road,
Dulton Park 4102, «ueensland, Austrelia.

Other archives I had to locate by myself. The following are onss I have?

Principel Librarian , Principal Archivist -
Australian Reference ' Archives Office of Tasmania
fiavional Library of Australia 91 Murrsy Street, Hobart 7000
Canherra, ACT 2600, Australis Tasmania, Australia
?rincipal Librarian La Trobe Librarian .
Battye Library State Library of Victoria
The Library Board of western Australia 328 Swanston Street '
Perth, Western Australia ' Melbourne, Victoria 3000
Australia
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Hafarnarmsas T 4 -nn-v-q' an Qerrth Avaetrol de Doant nf nhmmvlh" .t natrn1 Arvmant fol A% )
nelerente LIioIariall,; «ollul KUSLVIaLla 9D T. Vi Wl Ly R it 8T, SLaLe
Library Division, Box 419, GPO Adelaide 5001, South Australia.

iy response from the Electoral Commissionsr, State Electoral Office, 1 Fransis
Street, East Sydney 2010, Few South Wales, Australis, indicateds "It is not
practicable to furnish ... from the New South Wales slectoral rolls." They
referred me to the Genealogists Society, 120 Kent Street, Sydney 2000, NSW,
Australia.- For some reason which eludes me now, I did not follow up on that
reference. '

houla you please be good enoagh to clarify an item for me? Mrs. Pauline .aaul
of the Federation of Family History Societies mentioned the Birmingham & Midland
Society project for an index concerning WUnwanted Certificates® and *Unrelated

Certificatesd. Would you please excuse my ignorance and explain emotlv how

you would describe these cert.ificates? (Over to you, Mrs Saul , can you oblige?
- Editor)

Could you slso please tell me what is meant by foolscap! as used in ¥s SAE foolscar
envelope®? iy inadequate American dictionary describes !foclscap' as belng “a size
of writing naper about 13x16 inches". It does not refer to an envelope size, One
finel question. Could you please advise me in inches, what size A4 paper would be?
Again, let. me congmtulate you on the quality of the Guild Newsletter.

(a foolscap envelope is one measuring nine inches by four. A4 is t.he aize of this
Newslettor, namely 11.69" x 8.27* (297mm x 210mm) - Editor)

Miss Joan Thornely, Fold Farm, Chisworth, via HJvde, Cheshire SK14 68jA, writes:

I have been reading some back numbere of the North Cheshire Family Hjstorian and
see in the July 1975 number that you were masking a register of "singla name en-

thusiasts®. 1 think 1 know all the THORRELYS who spell their name this way from
1722 to now ~ with a very few exceptions they are all releted to me and I have
collected a great many others of different spellings mostly from the old Parish of
Stockport and some from Glossop, Mellor, Mottram, Didsbury and round about, I

e 11Rnl+ nn‘l"l miraslf o Arvanems Crndaty Wit T shanld 14bka £t4 he on vour racgigster
“““““““ uu’ Ak B e B G iAW LAGCALLUIINY UU!*v U! WA W ke AW W R B bkl bt LA Bt - e YA

if you think I might qualify.

Jsd, Pegrcg.' 20 Meadow W - ay, ‘a‘esterggte, nr. Chichester P020 64T, writes

Even to aopear to criticise where precious time is gratuitously devoted to a
voluntary work can only be distasteful. Be that as it may, it seems perhaps the
opening paragraph of ‘From the Edit.or's Chair' invites just that.

Surely the Society can now graduate from a newsletter of duplicated foolscap sheects.
The Society may still be small, but I have recently seen most attractive photo-

lithoe productions by a couple of very small local societies with memberships well
below the hundred mark, and both asking very modest subscriptions.

77777 e i1 - o Y S LA B

(Mr. Pearce and other members of the Guild will be inmterested to hear that it is

proposed to produce the Mewsletter by nhoto-offset litho on A5 size paper (half

the size - A4 ~ of the present Journal starting with the first issuwe in 1982, -
~ Editor)

A.W. Joscelyne, 72 Fernledgh Drive, Leish on Ses, Egsex 889 1LG, writess

fesearching JOSCLLYNE/JOSLIN, etc. (Essex and extending into Suffolk) for fifteen
years. One hundred plus Esspx.parishes covered. Traced back many branches from
EGIOUS JOSSELYN of Brittany. Would meke this information available on request
(stamped addressed envelope; please).’ Also infomation on families who married

Tndnn'l vynalTrnl dna ol
WML MU VU L ALD y SLie
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by Wilf Hodglinson

I bega_n ext.racting HODGKIASON uenera.l Register Office entries (1637-1671) in the
1960's in anticipation of the 1871 Census. In 1970-71 I copied all the - :
JUDGKINSOES in the telaphone directories so thet I then had a good idea of the
geographic distribution of the name in 1871 and 1971. About the same time I came
across H.B., Guppy's Homes of Femily Lemes in Great Britain, 1890, but more of
this later, HODGKINSOL births, marriages, deaths for 1837-1871 totalled 9,661 -
quite a steggering figure to play around with and my first analysis was by
Kegistration Division, followed by Registration county, as follows?:

B M D T £ X

Lanes o © 1390 621 916 2927 - 30% 1040
Derbys R -1 | 342 501 1564 16 630
Staffs 514 232 326 1072 11 315
hotts . . 199 292 94 9 380
~ vheshire 398: 177 251 - 826 8y - 305
Rest of. Lng.& Wales 1104 . 523 731 2358 . 2% - 830
‘Totals . .. - 4550 2094 3017 9661 100 3500

An enalysis by Registration District proved more interesting. I discovered that
 forty districts accounted for 80%, twent.y-five for 66% and the 'top ten! districts
account for 40%. ce e

5w D T

Preston 292 132 255 679
Sheffield. , =~ . ., 178 125 130 - 433
Bakewell 180 T4 135 389
besford ... : .. - 200 .. 82 103 385
Ashbourne . =~ . 18 - 80 - 98 . 363
Derby .. 141 - 82 116 - 339
Congleton - . C 161 67 106 334
‘Chorley - - . 166 - 59 95 . 320
Woostanton: - L 133 55 83 . 21
Bolton - 127 59 80 266
Totals ' 1763 815 1200 3779

But I still had no ides how many ODGKIRSONS there were and how rany 'families!
this represented. 8o back to the drawing board and I applied the national BVD
rates to the yearly figures (making allowahce for the difference between male end
female marriages) and I came up with an estimated HODGKINSON 'population' of 3,00C
in 1837, rising to 4,500 in 187i. ({Incidentally, using Donald Gumn's method, the
1871 population is 4,605). It appears that the 1837 figure is going to be close
to the deaths' total and the 1871 figure close to the births' total, but don't
ask me why! As ab 1837 an approximete national breakdown gives 7% widowed, 33%
married and 60% single (most of ti:ese being under the age of 15) so that the ..
nunber of extended families is u.nlilt:elyr to exceed 250 and may actually be closer
to one hHundred, , ‘ : _ .

The next step was ta t.ake the 1851 estimate (3,500) end share this out among the

counties strictly on a perceritage basis and using the BMD 1837-1851M only. This

estimated county. population is shown under col. X above. Using the same process,
I shared the Derbyshire total between the districts and predicted sn 1851 popula-
tion for Bakewell of 149. Taking my life (and chequebook!) in hand, I engaged a

professional searcher to plough through the 1851 Census for Bakevell on microi‘:.lm
and the result was 148 IIODGKII\SO&SI T _ AN oL

heedless- to say, this result: gave me much encouragemeni to press on and since 1
happened to be working on & couple of lotts families, I turned ry attention to thet
county. With valusble assistsence from Trevor Scott snd thé District Inmdexes
published by the Nottinghamshire. Family [listory Society, I produced ‘an estimdated
JODGKINSCY population for 1851. I have 'corz'ected‘ the estimtes for some districte
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because the Indexes omit parishes ocutside the county. (Southwell and Radford arc
still to be published.) A sample suggests that there are mbout 3.3 persons per
entry so I have every hooe that my little numbers game will have been worth the.
effort. - S

T S H.pop. Corrected  Index entrics

B M D:
L. Retford . 12 - 3 .13 - 28 8 ° 30 a0 11
worksop o 10 &€ 30 9 34 26 - .5
wvansfield - 10 15 14 39 11y 44 39 18
LBasford . 84 28 36 118 345 132 1o 27
sottingham 25 1, 26 6 19 72 72 23
fadford = 10 - 11 8 23 3 32 32
Southwell - 6 1 4 11 3 11 11 :
‘Lewark 13 5 4 22 6% 25 18 3
Bingham o ©o o 0o 0 0 0 0
Totals - 144, . 8T 111 342 100 380 - - 338 . . 87 ¢

iio, .1 haven't forgotten Guppy. Iaving waited some months for Boston Spa (the
BEritish Library Lending Division) to produce a copy, I have had another look at
his findings:. (I am well aware of the criticism of his methods). He lists
JODGKINSOY as ¢ Lancs 20, Derbys 38, Staffs 16, Notts 15 and. Cheshire 17. Unfor-
tunately he does not give the totals by county upon which his findings were based
so I have applied his results to the 187¢ Blue. Book totsals. Converting these
results into percentages givest Lancs 35, Derbys 15, Staffs 13, Notts L% ard
Cheshire 8. "With the exception of Notts, these results compare quite favourably
with the percentages shown in my county table above. . T

Contributor's address? 7 ivﬁa:m:‘ Grove, St. leots, Cambs PE19 1PP

" TALKING TO STRAMGERS
Jesgica Billyard Froeman, 76 Highlever Road, London W10, writes:

Further to the recent correspondence in the Guild Newsletter on Dr. iHodsdon's
criginel letter on 'Talking to Strangers', I have written or telephoned total
strengers on a number of occasions and have come to the conclusion that practically
any courteous approach will be anewered, but at the convenience of the other person
end not the researcher, ' :

Drawing on my own experience in researching the surname BILLYARD (Billyesld/Billict),
who in the 1€90's lived in a tiny village in Nottinghamshire called Fledborough, a
couple of years sgo I .visited Fledborough to look around the church. as is not un-
cormon these daye (but ,‘,luc‘kil-y for me as it turned out), the church was locked and

I had to drive to a lo¢al farm to fetch the key. When I returned it, I could see
that the farmer's wife to whom I gave the key was very curious as to my ressons,

but was too polite to &sk ocutright, so I explained what I was doing and my intercst
in the famlly of Billyard. She immediately said that I should see Mrs. 8.... who
had been a Miss Billyard before she married and who lived in the next village. I
drove to this village, but unfortunately found my quarry had gone on holiday.

deturning to London, I plucked up courage, sbout a month later, to ring up Mrs.
Sees and explain vho I was, how I had heard of her commection with the Billyards
and ended by asxing if she had any family pepers. To my. delight she sald she had
and promised to send them to me soeén.

About four months passed and I was just sbout to write a follow-up letter when s It
being December, a Christmas card arrived from Mrs. S.... apologising for the delsy
tut saying she had' been very busy and would write soon. another few months passcd
snd finally I got a letter plus papers ~ which was well worth waiting for.

iy great, great grandfather Willian Whaley Billyard had emigrated to Australis in
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0bout 1u46 and 1t aopears that he must have left bahind him in Mottinghamshire
(thh his uncle William ©illyar¢ of Fledborough who had brought him up when he
wid orphaned zt the age of ten) some unwanted papers. Among them was a notebook
tor 1833 - tha year in which he was articled to & solicitor. It was orincipally
a “reading diaryv, i,e. WhB wrote couwn every month the books he had read and
comments on his monthly schedule of imoroving his acquaintsnce with litersture
and history, mentioning such books as fThe Ljife of Napoleon Bopaparte. iowever,
even more valuable was the fact that at the beginning of the notebook he hed
written in the dates of his parents' births, the date of their marriage and his
own birthday. This ensbled me to identify positively wWB's perents as John
5illyard and Yary khaley - the stumbling block had been that they were aged 53
end- 43 respectively at the time of their merriage, which is of course an unusually
lute age for marriage. -

I renlied to Mrs. S.... thanking her for her help and saying bow delighted I was
to receive the notebook. About six months later she replied, saying I could kean
the notebook, as she was sure I would tremsure it znd enclosing & few more papers.
sut .all in ell, it had teken pesrly a year from my first aoproach to receive any
useful help and so the best advice I now give myself is to acquxre the qualitlcs
of . 3atience and perseverance.,.‘

On another point, I worder if I could ask if any other member of the Guild huS
come sercoss any reference to the meaning and origin of the name Billyard?

have looked in about twenty dictionerics ectc. znd although I have conme across a
note that it is a name seculiar to Lottinghamshire, there is never anything elsa.
I would be grateful if someone could help me with this nroblem.

- ——— s Wb, s . e

Mrs. Betty Choyce Shechan, POB 183, Eagtampton. Mpss OIOgL US 4, wrote to Dr.
James Hodsdon, who passed her letter. en. to.the Editor:

tnclosed you'll f£ind ‘m.copy iof the .initial letter (an ‘infoimative dupliceted sheet,
wddressed “Dear Cousin®) I send to any new Choice or Choyce I encounter. Perhans
you'll find this of some 'use to jou.in response to your quezy in the October issuc

of tﬂe Gulld ngglettgx

I hﬂvq found that the more pgrsonal Mcousin® approach works. well for =1 It
estublished u relationship, no matter how temuous, from the start and immediately
1nvolved this new Choyce in the project.

lnclaentally, 1 never include an SASE (selfhaddresaed atanped anvelope) I know
it goes asuinst all the things you've read, but I figure it'lil only cost my '
tcousin® the price of one stamp to reply. If he's at all interested, he'll be
slad to invest thot small amount. If he's not interested, I'd have lost my SASE
snyway. AS-it has turncd out over the years, I havé had several Choyces send me

. money for the postage I've expended for them. Iy success rate has boen about 9Cs
in response to my initial letter. A4dd onotlher 54 for mail returned by the Post
Cffice as: ®undeliverable® and I think you'll find this approach borders on &
successful one.

Once I hear from & new Choyce and receive what they can give me of their line,

I draw a rough chart ineluding gll) family members and return it to them to fill
in any missing information or to correct any errors I mey have made. I go
through the thousends of jpieces of Choice/Choyct vital statistics I've collectad
through the years snd help them with their line where I cen. I also encourage
them to do some research on their own line and to collect any other Choice/Choyce
information they might cross while searching for thelr own line. fost of my
“cousina® haVe been more than generous in that respect. :
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TULIES_ALD IiS CATLUORIES
John Be_Silverwood, 105 Allun Street, Apt. 402, Oakville, Ontario L6J 362 Cannds.

writest

1 feel that Lt-Col Swirmerton's letter in the Cetober issue of the Guild
lewsletter should not bLe alloved to go unanswered. It was indeed controversial
end 2t the same time ambiguous. e iigenbottam end ¥r. Filbty hed the right idea
when they started this projcet when you take into considsration the response.

Lt-Col Swinnerton has un unhappy knack of omitting essentizls - as for instunce
his definition of a Guild is correct in part, but he should have continued with
his quote and said, #it is also any association for matual aid and the promotion
of comion interest®., A4lso when ke writes of seversl complaints {from over six
tundred enquiries?) he should have reed D.d. Palgrave's letter to the Secretarics
~of member societiecs which gave these figures.

r. 1lby in his letter of Merch 1979 also mentions this problem but continues,
“iowgeer, in the mjority of cases & rewerding exchange of informztion has ro-
sulted®. _ : .

what could be more ambiguous than Col. Swinnerton's statement that ¥many of the
original entrants {in the Register) were in it for what they hoved to get out of
it - i,e. free publicity and the hone of information being fed to them ...", the
re8t of his statement is ‘pure conjecture, ilay I ask Lt-Col Swinnerton why ths
name of his Society is on the back page of Fanily distory News gnd Digesi? Is
this some form of publicity? Is he hoping to get something from this rblicity?
Why do we join societies, is it for the plewsure of sending in our yearly sub-
scriptions or do we expect to receive something in return? :

In:conelusion, if we belong to or run a one-name society, the answer is Mfes®,

wo do put down all the refercnces to & specific neme because, who knows, they may
Just turn out to be the long-sought cousin or uncle, etc. First you find the
conesy then you flesh them cut; dressing them comes later. o ‘

Yy sincere advige to Lt=Col Swinnerton is that if he does not feel at esse in
our comnany he should form his own super guild - one which will exclude the »ro-
letariet and of course Colonials, .

- - -

Doreen end Rodney Agutter, 263 Stetion Rosd, Balsall Coamgn, Coventry (V7 7EG,

o o . ' . e : write:
4s Cetegory C resvarchers, we feel we must respond to irs. Pruline Litton's
adverse criticisms, wondering on what proven basis she advances such claims.
Category € stetes a minimum requirement but doubt many serious investigators cre
in fact satisfied with it. Lt-Col Swinnerton in his original conment in the
Cctober issue,, reiteratec at a recent lscture in Xenilworth, emphasised that the
dedicated 'one-namer' must be aware of all avenues of information and collect
accordingly. In our own case, we always lock at lista of names on war memorials
rnd. search old.directories and newspapers. ue are studying narish registers
where branches of the family are known to'have lived, investigatin; cslendars of
wills and admons in whatevur record office we find ourselves and have recently
combleted u, list of abstracts. (1655-1928) from Somerset ilouses all this in
scdition to the St. Catherinc's idouse records as for as the latest entries
available, plus the other brsics.

we should be delighted if somcone would enquire for informetion. To dase, with
one exception, all this resecrch hus been underteken on our own initistive. tbe
sove sven gone so far as to buy a cartificate from St, Catherine's jouse for a
linc other than our own direct one and last yoar spent many hours combing the
voters® lists in our areas, because we needed to track down a ledy, bom to the
fenily but marricd and thus lost to direct view, with & very routine surname, in
orier to acquire information on a hitherto unresearched branch. wWe are sure we
arc far from unigue in our efforts. ¢



uUI explanetion why we ars not registercd as Cotegory A or B is simplc. Like

g. B, Wwilson writing in the October 196G issue, thsre are not onough-peonle
kzth our surname to contribute financiclly to the production of & repular news-
letter, nor by virtue of advanced oge could nuny join a fumily gathering. e
cempromised by sundlng Christmas ;reetings in the form of cords and individusl
latters.

It scemg the 1ntont of’ Cdte*ory C and Catogory £ is inhorently diffcrent.
Cztegory G oims at totel coverage, thoupgh who can ever claim it is complete? MNo-
one could be so complaisant! Additionally, our researches are in breadth zs well
as Gepth, having ostablished contucts abroad (USA, iew Lesland, Australia) ss
" well as in verious regions of the british Isles. In the latter instonces we have
travelled to Devon, Hent and throughout the 1idlands to meet members of our clin.

Compared with this, Category ¥ will by definition always fall short of an idesl
and may well be as much a source of disappointment as plessure to hopeful cn-
quirers. we would suggest that such members declarc their territoriel boundaries
to aveid rebuffing elients. we in turn would be happy to completc a more strin-
gent questionnaire outlining our present stete of knowlodge, the sources of in-
fornotion available snd the oxtent of our expe rience.

TQ_E_CR.NOT E,. 4T is T QUESTION ¢

15 vaendi &ardggs, C;gnb;gob, Ilfbrd, Essex IGl 3E A, : writes:

Cn the subject of the Guild and its categories and before our Editor says 'this
correspondenco rmust cease! I wish, as the instigator of Cutegory E, to put into
pcrapective the rather successful effort on the part of Lt-Col Swinncrton to
nstir up some discussion”. It is exactly two years since I, on behalf of the
Steering Committee, wrote to all whose nares were in the orisinal rederatlon
Register of One-Lume Studies and imvited them to join the Guild. Almost mlf of

the 300 invited accepted the invitation immediately. iouever, what ig even more
significant is that some 150 ¢id not zeecept the invitetion or in some cases even
confirm the aceuracy of their original entry. The majority of those approached
were listed as Category G in the original negister and this in fact was the only
option available to them. At thet time, when they were keen to *advertise" and
expand their own line of one-~name reSbarch, thuy cid not have tie opportunity of
asing that most veluable publication,
naturally they jumped at the chance of hoving their name in this new Hebistur of
One-riene btudies. :

In these'circumstances_it is hardly surprising that there were two or porhaps
three létters of complaint avout the arrangemente and it rust have been disagrse-
able for Col. Swinnerton to have had the task of dealing with these during his
snell as Registrar, especially at a time when he and others were trying to
establish standards ond recognition for the "amatcur® status of the lederation
and its constituent societiss in a hitherto mainly professiongl environment.
ilowever, for the reasons explained in my opening remarks, I feel timt with the
developrent of events following formation of the Guild, a very small problem hed
gsolved itself. The iIntrocuction of the additional Category E gave the enthusias-
tic neweomer to the art a chance to be honest sbout his present shortcomings und

the would-be enguirer wes made aware of "the Guild ﬂembers' resourccs ond organ-
1Sational utructure“ .

If that scunds vaguely familiar to you, it is beesuse you read it in the Guild's
Draft Constitution, of uhich every potential Guild rember had a copy beforo be-
coming o member, end exactly the sgne set of pepers has been usod for every one of
the subsequent 150 members who have joined our ronks. Zach onelof the 300 menbers
has one vote in the Guild's affairs, regardless of his cutcgory, which is nothing
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nore tvmn a label, in thc best tradition of the Trade Descriptions Act.

Wo h ave-been’ able to enjoy sodc s‘!:ir'mJ.f.ttlnL comment es 8 result of this debatc,
renging from ¥re. L:L'bton s suggestion to abolish Categery C, to “ir. ieypate-Brownc 't
jmplied abolitiom 'of Categories A znd B, but whatever YOU finally cecide, sparc a
thought for how it is going to be aomnistcrw by your Legistrar, whoevzsr he or
she may be. The zdvice of your retiring Chalrmon is let us stop critieising ore
- unother and concentrate on trying to encourage the achicvement of that most
“worthwiiile ambition of 'z une-name study for every surname' in all catepories
from & to Z. Then perhaps we shall deserve the words of my Essex ancestors:

@ g bs a good lad, 'L bel®

Lt.Col. I.S. Swipnerton, TD DL JP_FSG, WAMMMMM
Stourbridre, sest Midlands DY7 6RS sends the following (for information) s

In view of the number of letters I have recoived, I hope you will forgive a ‘'round
robin' reply, but I am most grateful to you for writing to me in resaonse Lo my
letter in the Octobur issue of the Journal of the One-liame Guild. I have delayed
in replying until the noxt issue had becn published tc se¢ if there was any furtier
response,.in there.

Most correspondents scemed to agree with me, tut not all, and those who did, dic
not ngree on 21l the points I made. I am, of course, only a soldier and not an
academic 5o perhaps I did not phrase some of it very well. Zven S0, some corres-
pondents took issue with me on points I hadn't raised.

The bagic point I was tyying to make is that my idea of & true One~Nemer is someone
who is interested in gvery bearer of the neme gnywhere in the world end at gny
neriod. Perheps my idea is wrong?

Some of the points I was criticised on were?

1. My stendards sre impossible for any one person in a normal lifetime. I
probably agree, but one must have an aim and I hone someone else will carry on
the good work after ne,

2. That I said “merely collecting eve,ry instance of & neme is not by any means
sufficient®. Here is one place where I did not cxpress myself very wells obviously
you must collect overy inst.mce, I should have gone on to say “and research that
person and try and £it him in to the family®. ' '

3. That One-lame can only be Oné#lame, but that there ere members with two or tirce
rames registercd. This is one I didn'i raise but I don't agree ~ provided the

_person is earrying out my requiremnt.s for each of the names, he is still a One-
l amer. .

4. My penultimete paragraph about trying to help an enquirer and then carry on
researching that branch of the family myself. This was zgain not very well put
and I was rightly chiced by one or two correspondents. I sweant, ef course, carry
on researching in conjunction with the enquirer. I do ¢ncourage members of ry
family to research their own branches, I help them as much as I ean end do what
they cannot, but in no way do I "take over¥, This is a policy the Swinnerton
Society has developed very strongly over the last two years or so to the extent
that various members are now regerded as the authority on various branches but I,
of course, am regarded as .the overall authority on the whole family.

5. Obliquely (and very nicely) I have been criticised as not being a true Family
distorian in that I concentrate on Une Mame. ilowever, I do assure youd that well-
known as I an as & male chauvinist, I do teke an interest in my maternal ancestors
and those of you who read my ed 1torial in the September 1980 issue of my own
journal will remember I encourpged my f‘amily to do the sanme,



6., Cn the issue of basic requirements laid down by the Guild, I did not nroncunce
nt all, but was nevertheless sent criticisms of these requirements. Suffice 1t
to say that I, too, have my doubts asbout the value of the PCC Wills clause - the
other two, however,= are' bas'ic working tools snd are essentiel.

There were several other points made bat t ¢ above are most important. I will
add @ few extra comments to indivicual writers tut I would like to say to every-
one how glad I an that the subject hes been aired. I think it is very important
and T. would like vcrv mach to see it debated at s Guild Conference.

To sum up - I am unrepentant! I still hold to my belief that if I had joined
Category E and said that I wes only lnterested in the Swimmertions of Staffordshire,
I would not be a true One—1 Lumer - even less had I said Staffordsure (loth
.uennury.;. : - : :

I c&nnot put it. better than *Jura.braph 1 of the terms of reference t.o the Intro-
duection to the Guild Hegister of One~lame Studies:

"The Register contains only the namas of Soecieties, Family Associations -and
individuals who are interested in ALL references to a specific surname and its
variants, (Enquiries relating to a specific name but just in.a given area at a
given tinme are more properiy directed to the lHational Pedigree Index or toc the
appropriate Family nisw:'y bociety}.

__lha.t says it all. liow can a Ca.t.egory % member possibly say yes to t.hat? dis or
her proper place is in the kational Pedigree Index.

(I think this subject has had a good airing in the Newsletter, so the corres-
pondence is now closed, - E’ditor _

i | - * L re b Lok B YR A

krian Faithfull, Lot 7, Berice Drive, Lara, Victoris 3212, dustralis, writes
I thorcughly enjoy the liewsletler: being far away there is not much 1 ean do to
elp. - I am varticularly looking forward to your next edition on how to arrange

Jour corresp ondence.

whilst researching my cown family name, I have found some useful (to the right
person!) family history on the following famdliest KIRKE from 780 (71760 - Lditor)
TINDALL, TYNDAL or TINDALE, ¢.1300: WREEK CH "FLEET and BLISS,

I have found the Yewsletter very 1nteresting and have token up some of the
cxcellent ideas that the members have written ...

Mrs, Charmisn barker of Sun Cottage, & fost Gardens, Ditchl ussex BN6 8ST, is
reseurching her family name of GUPPY in Chardstock, Devon (formerly Dorset) and has
a collection of nhotocopies of Lay Subsidies, “uster Holls, Fines, Manor Court .

Holls an¢ Accounts, giving names fron 1'332 until the end of the 18th centuzy She

IR W'.L-I:L.LHE, V&4 .I.UUK ilp names for an,yu,ne WIIUEb H,IIC(:SDUI'S came lIUIﬂ L;']n.rub bU(-.l‘i-

(Stamped addressed envelope, please).

here will be an Engl:.sh benealogical Cong,ress at the University of xork, Yondsy -
Scturday, 10-15 August 1981, ' The all-in fee for accommodztion will be spproxi-
mately £100. - Closing date for applications is 30 April 1981.

Write to Migs Stella Colwell: (suthor of- that excellsnt recentbeok The Famllx .
History. Book) 26. Rangers Square, Hyde Vale, Greenwich London, SE10,
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