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FROM FHEDERICK K. FILBY, OUR CHAIRMAN AND ACTING REGISTRAR:

Our membership has just passed the 250 mark and there is a steady trickle of
new applications. However, the flow of enquiries about whether particular
surnames have been registered now averages three a day, which keeps me quite
busy, as each letter recelves a handwritten reply with s reference to the
National Genealogical Dirsctory whers the requested surname is not in our
Register (750 copies of the revised Register have been distributed to date.)
A second Supplement to the Hegister accompanies this Newsletter.

The Committee has decided to hold the subscription at £3.00 for 1981 and I do
not know of any other family history ‘society that includes two issues of

Uistory News & Digest and four Newsjetterg for such a sum plus a twice-
yearly worldwide advertisement in FHN&D. I am working on two projects that
can help our members, one associated with the Society of Genealogists Great
Card Index and the other with Computer File Index (now renamed Internationsal
Genealogical File) print-outs, ebout which I will say more in our next
Newsletter. _ , . ‘

I have mentioned these points in the hope and anticipation that all membsrs

will renew thelr subscription for 1981, which becomes due or 1 January. All
new members who have joined this year have received Newsletiers from No, 1°
“plus two FIN & D, : |
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PHOTOCOPY TilAT ANCESTOR!

Councillor Mr. JOUN K. (LARKE, 109 Edward Avenue, Braunstone Town, Lelcester
(letter of 9 August 1980) writes: . '

It is one thing to get records of people, dates and places, but many of your
membérs must have photos of their parents, grandparents and great-grandparents.
Would it not be a wonderful thing to ask people to seand copy photos of their
ancestors, providing that each had on its back the full names of the persons
and the addresses at which they lived and the dates and details of them. In
other words, one preserves them as living people and not just names and dates.
Ordinary photocog{ing is not too expensive in black and white - even old brown
prints come out clearsr in black and white.
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FROM OUR SECKETAHY, JOHN MARFLEET: -

Pointa"f?rom' the Committeé Meebing held on 13 September 1980

1. It was felt that regional societies would not require. copies of our
Mewsletter. The Guild does not, at present, have any library fadéilities and
therefore will not be exchanging journals. Ue are sending copies of the
Register and Suppleéments to regional societies.

2. Family History News & Digest includes a notice that the Register
§_pplement No.2 is:now available for a 12p stamp (14p after 1 Januaryi The
names listed are only those of Guild members. Hegistration of names does NOT
inelude an entry in ths listing. ‘

3. News items for Family History Bews & Digest are only included for
Federation members,

4. The Committee would like members to.submit designs for a suitsble
Guild emblem.

5.  The Committee is considering the possibility of another Ons-Rame
Studies Conference in Leicester next year. Would members give some indication
of their support for a Conference some time in June/July?

. o'c.-.olol-.l-.-.-cl-llnl-lc...-.--.!ol.n-oo.'o..
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EUNICE wn.som, (THIRKILL/THREKELD FAMILY NEWSLETTER - MOOT)
143 Herbord Street Bishop s Park, FLlham, London SW6 GPN writes:

I have come reluctantly to the conclu51on that there sre some family groups
best without a newsletter. Though I enjoyed.gathering MOOT together, its
family name seemed so rare in the UK that there were not enough to support it

" in any way, there béing no more than thirty in the entire telephone directories
for the whole country and less than half of these were interested. 1In the USA
it was a different mattér.’ I got and still get shosals of letters giving pages
and pages of femilies to whom I could not relate in sny way, because they all
lead back to the original Christopher THREKELD, the first emigrant. This -
elusive younz man set up a big family over there and was determined that we
should never know where in the UK he came from. I have traced him to a possible
group in Penrith, but no—one, anywhers, claims him.

In deSperation I have written to as many of the US correapondents as poasible,
explaining that until they can find something on their side that offers &, clue,
I am as much in the dark as they are. To no avail - they all grasp at the
slender thread in hopes .of an answer .I .cannot give. .

So pleasa, if anyone, here or in the USA, can find for me a CHRISTOPUER
THREKELD, who made a will in Korthumberland County, Virginia, 10 Feb. 1707,

to his w1fe Mary, with witnesses George and Ann Everitt and Edwin Conway, send
me’ the' detail which suggests where in'England he came from. He’ springs from
ny handful of faMilies in Cumbria - but no-one knows which.

WHEN I've 'found that; I’ may consider starting a neualetter again, and shall
" look I‘omard to it._ o :



THE BERESFORD SOCICTY BULLETIN edited by D.K. Beresford, 10 Derwent Close,
Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 7XS, is a single A4 size sheet of photocopied
typescript 1ssued monthly. Nos. 2 (July 1980), 3 (August 1980) and 3 (Sept.
1980) #ré to hand. No details of the cost of subscription are indicated. The
uociety usés &- Very interesting emblem of a bear as part of the heading.

BLACKHELL IEHSLETTER ‘edited by John D. Blackwell and published by him quarterl
from RRZ, Hensall, Ontario NOM 1XQ, Canada, subscription £5.00 {or £2 sterlin §
per. yésr. Vol. 1 No. 4 December 1979 is to hand, consisting of fourteen pages
of duplicated typescript on A4 paper.

-BROOM TREE No.3 is to hand, consisting of four nages of photocopied typescript.
William E. Broome, 25 Abington Grove, Elm, Wisbech, Cambs., who edits and pub-
lishés this newsletter, says in his editorial that it is hoped to improve the
publication in the coming year. Subscription has been fixed at £1.50 per annum
UK {USA $3.00). The four issues will appear in January, April, July and October.
Miss J.B. Broom of Watford, Herts., has kindly offered to produce the next one
or two issues.

FLOWERDEW NEWS - ANCIENT AND MODERN (Dec. 1979 and March 1980), This quarterly
newsletter is. edited and published by Ruth Flowerdew, Glengarry Estate, P.0.Box
31, Thyolo, Malawi, Africa. She writes to our Chairmen, Fred Filbys

Thank you for the Newsletter of the Guild of One~Name Studies, which 1 found
helpful and interesting. My own Flowerdew Newsletter is very late, with
Christmas and then too much work as well, as it is a very busy time for us.

My kinswoman, Sgt. Lorna Flowerdew, of the WRAF is going to see to the next one.

I found Mrs. Chiswell's article on a Personal Card Index of asaistance. This 1
myself started several years ago and of course it 1s essential. However, I
confess that as the Index grew I found it harder to lay my hands on a given person
quickly when there were a great many with the same Christian name, and this
despite the most careful thought and planning. Also, I was interested in
starting a list of family occupations, so 1 have combined that with an index of
the index. I enclose a copy of the form I use. All Flowerdews are listed
alphabetically by Christian name and allied families by surname. The column
for members is for the Card Index number. On the actual card index there is
much more information when I have it, which is frequently. : At first sight it
may appear that I am duplicatlng work, but I have found this is very quick and
most helpful.

{The form is on foolscap paper, ruled for the following headings: Name, Ho.,
Spouse, No., Father, No., Issue, Period, Area, Cceupation).

THE KNIGHT FAMILY JOURNAL, Vol.l, No.l Spring 1979, edited and published by R.D.
Knight, 40 Abbotsbury Road, weymouth, Dorset DT4 CAE. It is on A5 sized paper,
12 pages of duplicated typeseript. Subscription rates: £1.00 UK, £2 overseas
(by airmail). o '

LABOUCHARDIERE ¢ family researchert Basil LaBouchardiere, Horsham, Sussex, dated
24 July 1980. This takes the form of two foolscap pages of typescript,
duplicated and it is not clear whether this is going to be & regular newsletter
or an occasional research report. The family was originslly named BOUCHARD and
were winegrowers in Chamonix in the Haute Savoie of France.. The name was changed
to LaBouchardiere by Michel-Jean Bouchard, who deserted during the French
Revolution and fled from France.

SANT FEWSLETTER, Vol.2 No.6 (November 1979) a.nd Vol.2 No.7 (January 1980), a
quarterly journal on A4, six pages of duplicated typescript, edited and iasued
by George W. Brown, 2 Rusland Crescent, Ulveraton, Cumbria LAl2 OLT -
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RUNNING A FAMILY HISTORY BULLETIN ON A SHUESTRING - IV
By Frank Higenbottam, BA -FLA, Editor of The Higginbot.tom

~Family Bulletin

COSTS AND MAILIM: LIST

‘The cost of running a family history bulletin w1ll depend to a large extent

on the -number of pages in each issue, the frequency of publication and the
number of copies printed. The editor is advised to be modest at first. Four
“to: six pages per quarterly issue and an edition of one hundred copies are
reasonable fipures to start with, Try to allow for a small reserve of spare
copies for new members who wish to purchase back numbers. The present writer
has been asked on a number of occasions to supply all back numbers from the
"first issue and the sale of back numbers can be a useful extra source of income,
Copies:at first will- ‘naturally be sent free to relatives, namesakes and inter-
ested friesnds. Free'copies under the - Copyright Acts must be denosit.ed at the
‘British Library and free: copies may be: requested by the University Libraries of
- Gxford, Cambridge, Trinity College Dublin and the Natiomal Library of Scotland
{the last four will be requested by their Agent, Mr. A.T. Smail) and the National
Library of Wales at Aberystwyth. By whatever means, the bulletin should be
available in the public and county libraries and record offices of the areas

. where the ‘family is most strongly represéented. Some of these institutions, if
invited by you, may decide to subseribe to the bulletin, but if not, then you
are recommended to donate copies. The resultant publicity more than Justifies
the’ expenses 5. 85 the “present writer can *bestify

Suggested addresses ara:
~ Compulsery (without. waiting for a request)
f 'l‘he Copyright Receipt Office, The British Libra.xy ’ Store Street, London WCIE TG

Gompulsory (on demand from the Gopyright. Agent)
- Mr. AT Smail, The Copyright Office, 100 Euston Street, London NWl 204 _
(for the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge; Trinity Gollege Dublin and The
National Library .of Scot.land - these four coples, when a request is received,
cen be posted in one envelope to Mr. Smail).

Compulsory {on request) .
The Natlonal Libraxy of Wales R Aberyatuyth, Dyfed.

Other su gges ted add;esse

The Hon.Sec. ’ The Societ.y of Genealogists s 37 Harrington Gardens,London SW7 4JX
The City Librarian, Corporation of London, Guildhall Library, London EC2P Z2EJ
The Institute 'of Heraldic & Geneslogical -Studies, Northgate, Canterbury CT2 9NN
Library of Congress, Exchanpe & Gifts Department, Washington D.C., USA

The County Family History Society for your chosen area/s. -

The National Library of Australia, Canberra ACT 2600, Australia

The Editor, The Guild of One-Name Studies, 25 Glenside Avenue,Ca.nterbury CT1 1DB
(first issue only, for review in the Guild Newsletter).

Inviting individuals and institutions end libraries to subscribe is one way to
_ subsidise the cost of producing a family history bulletin. - After malling a few
" free jssues: (to establish’ ‘your bona fides and serious intent), 2 tactful letter
inviting subscription may produce favourable’ resulta. ‘but at all times be pre—
pared to run.the bulletin at your own expense, just like any other hobby. It
will ‘not cost much more than,’ , say, photography and will be equally rewarding
both intellectuslly and socially. Exchanges may be arranged privately with
other famlly history.journals. :

A simplé mailing list can be comoi’bd on standard 5“ ‘X 30 cards, divided into
three sectlonss 1. Subseribers (Ex'ivat.e ‘and institutions

2. Free mail ist (relatives,namesakes,friends ,instit.ut ons)
3. Exchanges amily history societies ’ regional & one-namel)
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DH. JAMES KODSDON, 32 King's Road, Cheltenham, Glos GL52 6BG
(letter of 24 September, 1980) writes:

TALKING TO STRANGERS

I would be grateful for tips from readers on how best to solicit
genealogical information from people who though members of one's
name clan are nevertheless strangers - I'm thinking typically of
names drawn from telephone directories or the 1ike. Although a
lot of letters written 'on spec' do come back with helpful answers,
it seems an equel number just venish into limbo, even when an SAE
is enclosed and cne can't blame the Post Office for all the losses.
I realise that not everyone is going to share one's own monomania,
but it cughtn't to be beyond the wit of men to devise a letter that
more or legs guarantees a response, even if it is only of the 'Sorry,
I never took my interest in family matters, and don't think I can
really help' type.

‘I feel a personal letter, asking just one or two specific questions,
te be followed up with supplementaries if an enthusiastic response

i is met, can of ten pay more dividends than a2 long string of personsl-:

questions, which can leave the recipient with the uncomfortable
feeling that you already know too much - but in this context even an
innocent query on the lines of ‘Was your father the lenry who according
to. 8t. Catherine's House was married in Barnet in 19077 may inadver-
tently unearth a long~concealed shotgun wedding that for decency's
. sake had been moved back to 19C6.

Perhaps then a semi-impersonal approach is best - namely, a duplicated
questionnaire, explaining clearly and honestly its aime amd asking,
for instance, for father's, grandfather's and great-grandfather's
names, dates and places of birth, children and siblings; asking if
any work on family history is known of and who, if not the recipient,
might be able to help further. I'm sure that if a questicnnaire is
used, then some kind of covering letter is a must, together with an
offer to try to answer queries from the one-name information already
to hand.

The guestionnaire has the advantage of marshalling the desired infor-
mation to some extent and ought to help in the basic task of estab-
lishing where your contact fits intc the oversll pattern of relation-
ships: the fleshing out of the bare bones can follow later, if the
correspondent is willing.

.Does any one-namer have a tried and trusted method of msking contact
by letter that he or she is willing to pass on? Or are we all des-
tined to experiment with a whole renge of styles of approach, only
to prove what we ocught to know already, that everyone is different
and that no single method will ever work in every single case?

LaE JL B B B NN OE BB B BN A RC B R S N R N B R SO BN NP R R RE BENCRE N BN N R Y
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THE GUILE OF OME-KAME STUDIES & ITS CATEGORIES
LT.COL. IAIX S. SWIhHERTOH, 0w16‘Barn, Bridgnorth Road Stourton, near

PR,

DbUU-J’. by .Luge., west J”IJ.U.J.&HUE \J.E tter Ul 44 augubn L7C3UJ ‘writes:-

I know that this letter will be controversial and so I would emphasise that
I write as a private One-Namer and not as President of the Federation or of
anything elsa.

I believe thaﬁ “the Gﬁild”is on ‘the wrong track and by going all out for .
nembership is lowering the standards of Onewbame atudy and downgreding its
status in the process. ' .

In particular, I belleve that by the introduction of Category E membership it
has taken & retrograde sltep - uhﬁ menbership being now open to virtually anyone.

The whole : dbjec» of one—ne1e research is to study the whole of 'a family in
depth, its migratlone, the relatiowshlp of the various branches, how each has
developed its own.line end social position; fts religious end: political beliefs,
occupations, etc. - merely collecting every instance of the name is net by any
means sufficient.

Surely, every genealogist these days has learned to jot down all instances of
the name in the particular area in which bhe .is researching his ancestors, in
case they-turniout to.be uncles, cousins, aunts, etc., but how can this possibly
be described as” 01e Name Studies - and yet this is all you have to do to bel ong

UU Dd. bUgGI’y Ih .

When the flrst Register WaS started by your present tdit.or, Mr. Frank
ligenbottam in 1975, in his initial enthusiasm for the project he did include re-
searchers of this type but then had to give up the whole thing because; of
course, he was overwhelmed. AI ter searcnmg ﬂlSCllSSlOIlE t.ne prESénn canego ies
4 to D were defined and issued as the qualifications for the first Register.

How this rejected category 1is back and so much of the new Register is merely

yet another Directory'of.Nembers' Interests as published by many other societies.

when I was compiling the original regigter I had several complaints both from
enguirers and entrants that they were unable to provide information on the name
and this wes precisc<’yibecanse their research had been limited to a very small
section of a family, I believe that meany of the original ientrants were in it
for whet they hoved to dfaf ont of it - 1.2, ; free r-mh'l*‘n'i'fv ang the hnnn of in-
formation being fed to them but they simply did not have sufficient,knowledge of
their particular name to respond - what is wmuch more important - were not inter-
ested in extending their researches outside -a certain area. -

When, after much dellbcratlon we chose the word: 'Guild' for the neme of our
organlsation, we 'did”so because it signified a small specialist group of crafts-
men in a particular subject - I suggest it no longer does. I know youw will say
that to qualify under my rules you have to have an unusual name - I would agree
mmitm%hﬂmwaﬂt@wtm.MwmwMismemmhtomanf

I will be quite willlng to correspond on this subject bécause:l beliéve it is a
very important one and needs airingg but may I ask you first to ask yourself the
following ouestion°

If you rececive a request from“someone and you do not have the ansuer, are you
prepared to do some work on it and try and help the enquirer, then add the
results to your records and carry on researching that branch of the family?

R N T .
If you are - then welcome, you are a trus One-Nemer. ' If you are not, then I
would suggest you are not and should sitiply be a member of the Soeiet" for the

area In which your research is based.

LI R A A I AU I N A SRR I N B B R T A W N BN AR N
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T.W. JACOB, 9 Wilmar Close, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 1AS (letter of 26th July
1G80) writes:

It éccurred to me whilst'reading your last Newsletter that I have not read of
any of the Guild members stating sarliest references to their neme, maybe even
earlier than reference books state. Heading through a predecessor of my name
who researched ‘the Jacobs of Somerset and Jacob's Biscuit origin, the earliest
reference he found was in .

A.D. 652 Bedae Historis Ecclesiastica Anglorum (Liber III)
. A.D. 628 . ~do- (Liver II )
" 4.D.. 731 “acob quandam disconus" ~do=’ (Liber 11 )
o AeDe 973 ,Mcnumsnts of British History (Florentii Wigernensis Chronica)
L ALD. 1037 "Annales Cambriae. “Jacob, rex Venedotise, occiditurs,

A.D.1138 Bolden Book of Inquzsition, by the Bishop of Durham -

.. .. ™illiam Jacsb holds 1 acre". (The latter from the

o Hundred Roll of Cambridge) '

It would be of Interest if any Guild member can beat this ...
Whilst wrltlno I would welcome any early references any members have of my
neme JACOB up to circa 1650 from East Anglia.

) ulult--'l-oa-oonncoaaolsoono.l-ocn..ul.l..ul

MES. SAPDHA J. SMITH, 2 Woodlends Way, borth Baddesley, Southampton 505 9HE
 {letter of 25 July 1980) writes: =

" Having read Arthur Tianer'v artlcle on 'Starting a One-Name Study' in the latest
“aild Lewsletter, I was pleased to note that I had evolved an almost identical
system, with ane exceptlon, which I consider to be quite important.

Not only do I keep a chronological end alphabetical file of my St. Catherine's
Hoyse eniriegs, but I also have a separate card index of births, marriagas and
deaths by registration district.

What made me start this index was discovering the demsth of a Ailpha Foskett,
not in° Winslow, Bucks, as expected, but in Stoke-on-Trent, quite a considerable
- distance away. - I° then extracted all the Stoke-on-Trent entries from my records
and realised quite guickly that a whole family, who had: gone missing from Bucks
between 1851 and 1861, were marrying and dying. up north.  Census returns for
Stoke-en-Trent later confirmed this fact.

Since then, 13ing this system, I have managed vo link up numerous other
families who bave disappeared and then reappeared elsewhere.

Additionally, the system can be used to check whether all the entries for
baptisms, marriages and deaths have been searched in & particular registration
district. -Although not completely infallible, it is an excellent guide. It
has also proved to me that birth registration wes extremely incomplete in the
first twenby years of GRO existence. Approximataly 50% of my infant baptisms
have no corresponding birth registration.

One further point on a comletely different subJect, - would it be posaible. to
produce the Newsletter in 45 format (210 x 148mm) insteed of 44 (297 x .210mm) ?
I know this would involve a lo%t more work producing stencils and necessitates
the use of a wiuemcawrxage typewriter, but 44 does not sit on a bookshelf

very. neatly and A5 .is now the most popular size for publications. Failing
that, why does the Guild not have the Kewsletter produced by offset litho,
which, with the growing mambershlp, would not be much more expensive to produce.
I did note that the end of year accounts disclosed ‘that only -a third of the
Guild's Income had been spent. Why uot give the membership a 11ttle more for
thelr moue; and p“oduce a querterly -magazine? ‘ ‘

--..o-ouo.oo-.-..--l-0-.--.----.‘0.....‘
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' THE SURNAME SANT (Saint, Saunt)

GEORGE W. BHOWN; 2 Husland Crescent, Ulverstcn, Cambria LA12 9LT (1etter of
30. August 1980) writest :

I have read the azticles on Indexing with great interest. There are a few
points on which I would like to know other members' views and the methods
they have adopted.

1. I am interested in the surname SA'T and its variations or associated names
SAINT end SAUNT.‘ In earlier times the surname was often misspelt and on
cccasions all three versions. could appear for one family. It 1s my practice to
keep the three names together in my indexes but at the same time I give an in-
dication of the particular spelling. .Thus"I heve a continuous record of
Christian names. I would like to know if this is the generally adopted practice.

2. There are other surnames which may or may not be related, e.g. SANTY and
SAUNTY. I keep these quite separate as they were an entirely different name.

3. How does one deal with ilhe wives' names? Cbviously it is essential to.have
anindex of their maiden nemes, cross-referenced to the husbands, but whether
to Include them in the general index of Christian names is another matter. The

. jobjection is that they were born with the 'registered' surname. Not 1nfrequently

WE .come across a female, say, for exemple, Sarsh Sant; we have not the slightest
‘$dea whéther she is a spinster or a married woman. The most common occurrence
of this is 'in connection with burial entries. How do other One-Namers cope with
this .point? .

4. I have fourd it useful to maintain indexes covering locations; occupations;
miscellaneous surnames and miscellaneoue references.

;(Wh11et publishing Mr. Brown's request in the last sentence, the Editor would

ask readers who answer if they. would kindly let him have a copy of their reply,
20 that it may be published in the Newsletter)

"-l30l‘.l-.0-.....Q'Ool..“0‘...‘.‘..'.!

KIHLIGK SDCIFTY "GET-TOGETHER

Miss MADELILL R. {IELIC{ 19 Falrway Avenue, Folkestone, Kent (letter of llth
August 1980) writee'

A small lunchAparty was held in London on 9th August 1980 when longrstanding
researchers of the Killick history in our correspondence group met socially for
the first time. S

It was agreed thatz

(a) We adopt the name THE KILLICK SOCIETY

{b) There be no formal constltution at this time, but we meet socislly all

: together once a year

(¢) Our magezine be produced. on A4 paper, in fu11-31ze type, at a subecription
of £2.00 from 1 October (in U.K.) .

(d) ‘The magazine would not he cira;lated to other societies due to cost.

. We are interest.ed in all Killicks, paet and present and the local h:lstory of
the areas. 1n,which they lived in the past. .

P.S. Sixteen pecple attended this 1unch ‘being accessible to Londori and °
corresponding for some time. Total group is about 40 members and is growing.

.l..'.".."IO.-..,’."...l.ll‘-ﬂ.l...'.ll
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- THE COMPUTERISATION OF A FAMILY TREE

" By MICHAEL TFEALE DALTCN, Chairman of ‘the Dalton Genealogical Society and
Editor of the Journal of thet Society.

fThis article is based on one which appeared ten years ago in the very first
volume of the Journal of the Dalton Genealogical Scciety. That article

(DGSJ Vol 1 ppl6-3%) described m technirue for recording information about a
cortain branch of “the Dalten family, putting it on a computer end then accessing
it " In the pages that follow I will attempt to describe the same technique as
it may be applied to any family tree and also to take account of the very con-
‘sidérable advances that have been made in computer technology in the last ten
years. I will also endeavour not to use ro-called computer jargon, so do not
etop recding here {acsuming that you have got this far!) just becauss you are
not z computer experi. Very few people are.

Tnitially thy eonhinahicn of « COEPULITS and genealogy may sound rather strange
but recequly trere have beend & 'number of articlés written ebout the use of
SOmpuULeTs in family histery and elso a number of lectures given at the various
family historr conferences. I think it is fair to say that currently the
ﬂplvccuLon of computing technirves to this fleld is in its infancy and I offer
what followa a5 a contribution to the current debate.

The techniqua relatss to the rpcording of genealogical information about all the
descerdants of g particular person. "In my case it was my. great great great
grandfather, John Dalton, born in 1780, who married lannsh Neale. I had infor-
mation aboui rearly 400 descendants from this union. I had. collected informa-
tion sbhout all these pecple on Information Sheets, a sample of which is shown
in-Diagram 1. The Irnfornation Sheet includes spaces for full details of name,
parentage, dates of birth and: L,atn, doteils of spouse and offspring and &
curriculum vitae. An importan’ part of these Information Sheets are the spaces
for "generation” and Yindex ntrbsrY near the top. Let us suppose that the head
of a wythical tree is John Smith; thea we will .say that John Smith is of
Generation A, thet his cdiildren are of Generation B, his grardchildren of
Generation C and 80 on. The index numbsr system is quite simple and requires
little explanation. ILet us refsr to Jolimn Smith as J. Then his children, in
order of seaicrity, will be J1, J2, J3 and s¢ on. The children of J1 are
numberad J11, J12 ard so on; those of J2, J21, J22, ete. Thus an index number
iz built up by attaching a nusber, re:recenting which child the person is, to

- the index number of the parent.  One is able tp deduce quite a substantial
amount of information from an index .numbers.: To take a hypothetical example,
consider J835. This person would be a great grandchild of John Smith and there-
fore a member of Gehevation Do Further, he or she is the fifth child of the
third offepring of tlhc eighth member of John Smith's family. The marriage
partners of members of the peligroe have irndex rumbers as well., J&35's spouse
would bz J62%58. If there is more then one spouse, they are given index numbers
of ths form J¥3551, J83582 cte.

So far we have described a rmethod of recoriing information about a pedigree. This
in itcelf can be o very cubastantial task, years of work for the everage family
historians but lob vs ncw acgume that you have gathered all the information, put
it on to information sheets, indexsd 1t using the method described and arranged
it i1 strict pensalojical scquence. That is to say that the sheets for the
deceendants of a particular individual follow immediately after the sheet re-
lating to that individuel., 1In this set of information sheets particularly if
they number ceveral hundred and extend over seven or eight generations or more,
there 13 a weelth of information locked away which it would take a long time to
extract manusliy. This is where a computer can help. By storing all the genea-
logical data in a comﬁuuer we can then get the caputer to do the extraction for
us. Bqually cs important each time zn event of genealogical significance, such as
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a birth, marriage or death, take place, we need to amend our information sheets.
If the information is stored in a computer, we can use the computer to update
the file with the new event.

Before being in a position to take advantage of the wonders of this electronic
age, there is one more step. We have to feed the information into the computer.
iow do we do this? The process involves setting up a computer file. The file
contains a series of records, one for each information sheet. Each record. is
‘divided into "fields" of information. A field is simply a section of a record
for holding a specific item of data, such as date of birth. On the file that
was set ap for the descendanta of John Dalton, esach record was divided into the
following fiélds:

Index Number ‘ 18 characters
Surname 20 characters
Christian Names ' 40 characters
Date of Birth(e.g. 25 08 1780) 10 characters
' Death Indicator(D if dead otherwise blank) 1 character
* Date of Death 10 characters
‘Marriage Indicator(M if merried otherwise blank) 1 character
Date of 1st Marriage 10 characters
Date of 2nd Marriage : 10 characters
Date of 3rd Marriage o 10 characters
Number of children 2 characters

It is a simple matter to transfer more Information from the information sheets
 to the computer, for example name of spouse, Generation Code and so on. One
Jjust sets up mors fields. Once the record format has been decided the process
of typing the data into the computer can begin. On modern computers this would
be done using a temminal with a typewriter keyboard and a television screen. It
is even possible for the computer to displsy a form on the screen laid out in
the same way as the information sheet so that the task of transcribing the data
is made as simple as possible and errors are minimised. One point of detail is
the index number. Occasionally there are more than nine children in a femily
and this requires that each digit in the index number has two character spaces
allowed for it. Thus J835 would be typed into the computer as J 8 3 5. The
field has provision for 9 generations (i.e. A to I}t this can easily be extended
by increasing the 1ength of the field beyond 18 characters.

Now that the information is all gsafely stored in the computer let us look at what
we can do with it. Let us suppose that we define a line of print associated with
each record on the file. This might include the following:

Index Number
Surname
“Christian Names
Date of Birth
Date of Death (if applicable)
Year of lst Marriage (if applicable)
Year of 2nd Marriage (if applicable)
Year of 3rd Marriage (if applicable) : :
This represents a convenient amount of information to print on one line and the
first thing that one might ask the computer to do is to print the complete file.
An example of the kind of print out thus achjeved is shown overleaf. One can
then start-to be.selective about what is printed out. To give some examples of
the kind of interrogation facilities available, here are some questions which the
computer can easily handle:
(1) Print out information about all those with the surname Dalton. This would
‘bring together in one list details of ‘all the male lines of descent from
-John Dalton and iennah Neale. \

~dlm



-

R SR % 11 75, £ 25 1 T wacwu a:oq umznahumxzu_ - Nollvae
g6t W - 7 g6EL oa en [ . mdxwz u-«m______, NOLYG
S ) ozt - 4@ ozsd o __H_,gu L . woAave .
ST S B Y 1111 _ o o uauxxm ave T ANVYHYL
e . : 658 . 4@ 6S&t . . , L 3v3AN dIN  ANVNNYL
i L o I 3 Z 1 T _ RN ET S .. ANYUBYL
L 9¥6L W SR giet B T FIVIN 2SINEI T melive
e e L 0568 R P S n¢<=au diTVIHd . 1Syaw
g | . 6564 PR NNAY VNAVD - NIAGOOD
RALIIOR, T £ 11 S e a:«a.wmauunzmuy:____c.z.zaoou
hﬁa, | ono. [ IR+ { SRR B y‘s vdyasve - T XM
L EY64%. SE6Y W L o s4ey AVH S3ONVES . NOLYVYE
~now B 271 D 8881 10 SO - o S3IVIAN SIINVES L NOLIVE
. S <884 20 Y1 . z_ HLIO3 VIIMON . LT NOLTVY
T 0064 80 22 ¢ 289t i1 ZO o O 3IVINCASINYG . . NOL1VE
L . 6%6% 0V 6% - S AMYH NAYOUYD B TIRL T

- 0t
R O N

-y

S Co9%eL VL st . FIVIN IIVHIIN - NO11vd
$Y6L M © oweL so BE - - -~ 31VIN G1vE3s . < NOLive
S SRR © %64 60 SO - C3IVAN SVIOMDIN - NOLIVO

S . ovst 202 - S . AINVE ¥SS3L NOLIVO
BT oo odev YO ORR2 . ¥NNVOS . . NOLlva ¢
. 996t M " o - 4%ey 0V 200 0 , ©31vIN RIN4ALS NOL1Va

P 2561 60 61 0 9%6L €O ®Z - JI¥AY ¥wVIG NOL1VG

ge6Lb W . 806V 10 80 - JIVIN SYI9n00 © NDAVE
o 2561 8D 92 a 26t FO YO . IIVES INININLYY ¢ NOL1VE

- S - 6964 80 2L C3IVAN AJMANY . 0 NOLTVG

- , LU D et 0 8t FUVIY VIRV . NORYve
R oeo, Mo T et 90 S CAIVEAN SIWVE Notive

ST s T T eee Mo e 0 06t 28 4 HonW quvio3 NOL1IVE
S e s060 W 2964 SO 0f- 9 cgegl 24 gt o e . md<wa HORR - NOLIVE
R oL i S56L-50 ST 9 s28V 8092 - R E Tk . MOL1Ye

L T BL8L " W ¥i5L £0 g2 Y81 20 6% cal md<mz znxqaam- . Nollve

GO ZOWNVIA. LOWNVIA W~ 4-3iVd B-3iye e S3NW TTTIIR

o e S I O R N 1 aan qa md<mu z.:c«nwa 24 40 AVIWV4

S AT B | | SR T aUIs0r9e

- A

R T A N R Y
OO LN O NN NN AN N AL S A W G W A W A O O

L Y T VR VR TR VR VY VP T N Y N gV O N P WP PR
VARG DD NOCDARI RN CORDOABPRABADT@ODOD

e e BN

ol aoa

b
al




(i1} Print out details of all those that have the name Neale among their
Christian names
(iii) Print out details of all those born before 1900
These are only examples - the computer can be asked to print selective lists
according to any criteria you care tc define. It can also answer questions like
'how many members are there in each generation?' end simply give the numbers
without listing all the details of each person.

In addition to procducing printed information, the mers fact that the data is
stored in a computer means that it never need be transeribed manually again.
Turthar. wvan o
Further, you ¢
information into the computer as and when it becomes available to you. You then
have the choice of whether or not to print out your various reports again taking
into account the latest updates to your file. By this means you can produce an
annual genealogy for circulation to your family without having to type the whole
thing out again from scratch. Simply let the computer do the work for you. The
ultimate step is to throw away the original information sheets once all the in-
formation has been transferred onto the computer. A&fter all, what is the peint
of keeping 2 pile of out of date sheets of paper, or slternatively manually up-
dating them at the same time as you enter the information into the computery A
bold suggestion maybe, but this is what computers are all about.

This article has demonstrated one possible spplication of the computer to family
history. There are many others and a combination of a number of these applica-
tions avallable on a small modestly priced micro-~compuler system has the potential
to become a most valuable aid to the femily historian and particularly those
engaged in One-Name Studies. I hope that the pages of this Newsletter can become
a forum for discussion of how computérs can help us. The potentisl is enormous.
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THE GEXEALOGY OF JOHN DALTON (1780~1851) ALD HALNAH KEALE (1784~1822) AMD
THEIR DESCERDANTS TC THE_PRESEET DAY
Informstion Sheet

CHRISTIAY NAMES (name by which
commonly known underlined or in
brackets after)

SURNAME GEFERAT ION INDEX NO.
NAME OF FATHER | INDEX NO.

LAME OF MOTHER | | . INDEX NO.

DATE OF BIRTH@ DATE OF DEATH:

TIMDA T O AT a
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DATE OF MARRIAGE?

DETAILS OF OFFSPHING
CHRISTIAN NAMES " BORN DIED INIEX NO.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 1




FAJILI JISTORY NEWS AND DIGEST

MICHAEL N. DALTOM (The Delton Genealogical Society), Blue Cedar, 19 Waterlow
Foad, Reigate, Surrey RH2 7EY (letter of September 1980) writes: :

TC ALL ONE—LAHE SOCIETIES WHO PUBLISH A JOURNAL OR NEWSLETTER

You are probably aware that I ¢o-ordinate the abstracts of all One-Name Society
publications for inclusion in the digest section of FAMILY HISTOH NEWS AND
DIGEST, the. Journal of the Federation of Family History Societies.

May I remind you that. the deadline for receipt of your publications if you wish
abstracts - to be included in the Spring 1981 issue of FHND is 1lst January 1981.
Whilst ‘inclusion camnot be guaranteéd, it is normal for the abstract to appear in
either the next issue of FIND or the one following. A consclideted list of 2ll
publications abstracted to date appeared in the Spring 1980 FHND (Vol.2, No.3)

fPleasa send publications to me at the above address as soon as posaible. Thank
you for your co-operation. ' :

(1 am sure . that readers will carefully note the deadline given above and perhaps

would like.to. Join with me in expressing thanks to Michael for performing this
useful publicity activity on our behalf. - Editor)
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| INDEX OF NAME VARIANTS |
DEREK A. PALGRAVE (The Palgrave Society), 210 Bawtry Road, Doncaster, South
Yorkshire DN, 7BZ (letter of 6 August 1980) writes:

Lall‘the,members of the Guild will have collected, in the murse.of thelr re-
searches, many variants of the surname in which they have specialised. It
occurred: to me there would be some merit in compiling an index of such variants,
giving sources where. sach particular varisnt was found. Alongeside each entry
the preferred version or a standardised version could be listed.

I have found over fifty variations of the name PALGRAVE and I know you
probably have a similar number for your surname. If the members of the Guild
were to pool their findinga we might cone up with a list of, s=ay, 10,000.

I am sure we might all learn something from such a compilation. We might be

able to elucidate the influence of dialect on names in a particular region.
we might be gble to prepare a useful 1ittle monograph.

1 am prepared to volunteer to collect 5" x 3% slips from members of the Guild,
provided they set them out as shown in the enclosures to this letter. When I
have & reasonagble collection then we can do some sort of analysia. :
1. POLLGHAVES (PALGRAVE) - WGIbourne, Lines —(Biahops Transcripts 1822)
"2. PALGRIVE (PALGRAVE) VWallingore, Lincs-ﬁ(Biahops Tranacripts i814)
3. POLEGRAVE (PALGRAFE) Barton-on—ﬁumber, Linos. (Bishopa Transcripts 1661)
4 PAI.EGE;AVE (PAMMVE) Isle of Wight: (Selden Soc. Tmnscr. of Placita

2 k‘é‘ S 7 o f Coram Rege = Mich. 1283)

.'l....lll.l..l.-’-c.'..'..l
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DON BEUSTACE (The Bustace Families Association), 13 Staveley Road, Chiswick,
London W4 30U (letter of 28 July 1980), writes:

In reading the July Newsletter I am moved to join in the various discussions
with thoughts from my own experience.

I did as Jeamne Stoddard urges and wrote up the family histo:y as then known to
ensure preservation in the national libraries and to share my knowladge. To
print a limited edition cost*£300. A further edition to record: eontinuing .
research increased the investment by another £200. Much of this 1s coming back
slowly and fortunately 1 can afford to wait, but I could not do so when younger
and may not when I am.retired. I realise that a book or books in the nationsl
libraries is probably & more lasting memorial than any stone slab, but the
‘economics;are insistent: alse a widening circle of correspondents - friendship
with whcm is the. greatest reward of family research -~ was causing my mailing bill
to rocket

A trial newslette:/jcurnal to replace Christmas cards produced offers to subscrlbe
to further issues. After two more issues a muster dtke family was organised and
our Assoclation was formed. A twice-yearly newsletten/journal is used as a means
of 'keeping contact-and disseminating the results of .continuing research. By
binding ‘numbers of journals 'we hOpe to depcsit and preserve the fenily story for
posterity.

As in all family histories there are persons and 1nc1dents that atand out and,
again picking up a thought from Jeanne Stoddard, warrant an interest in the con-
ditions, attitudes and environment of their time. Despite some raised eyebrows
by the more academic and purist of fellow researchers within the family and
without, I am using the device of recounting stories that one might tell to
children at the fireside. It is essentisl and interesting to make sure that nc
anachronismé creep into any imaginative background one gives. After all, it is
this way that our family legends came down to us despite the fact that, being
unwritten, they may have golt warped in the process. It 1s certainly one of the
test ways to interest the majority of our reeders and to get the message across.
Because these stories can be written at eny time, particularly when the subject
. is. freshly in the mind and kept. in ‘cold—storage{ they form a useful reserve
against the shortage of material that Douglas Hamley fears. Although my own
experience 1Is lack of space rather than of meterial, postal charges beilng the
limiting factor expecially with an overseas readership.

So, there they are, marked as 'fiction based on history' and convey ing, I hope,
some of the affecticn I have acquired for ancestors long dead - may they neVer
again be covered in the dust of antiquity.

‘.I..’....'...'I..-'.....O.‘l.

FRANK J. SNELLIHG, 124 Craneford Hay, Twickenham, Middx. (letter cf 15 kugust
1980), writes:

In the July issue, you mention a dearth of contributions, perhaps you would like
to print the followings :
SKELLIRG: THE ORIGIN ‘OF THE NAME.

The earliest recorded is in AD 1004, when a certain ULPCITEL Ecrl of East Angllc,
engaged in battle 2 marauding Viking horde {led by SWEEN FORABEARD "King of
Denmark), just outside Thetford, Norfolk. 4s a result of this battle, the Vikings
tnamed* Ulfeytel, "'SNILLING' (in recognition of his fighting skill). The name.
translates as 'the bild', 'the quick', 'the valiant'. The Norwegian/Swedish word
'snill' means 'ingenlcus' or 'clever!', the '-ing" is & very common way of meking
nouns from sdjectives, so that g 'SNILLING' might mean a person who is ingenious
or clever. The Anglo-Sexon word 'SNELLING' renders as 'bold', ‘active' or 'smart!
and the present-day German 'schnell' means 'quickly' or. 'bnskly and stems from
these origins., However the name was formed, ‘it was done in the fAnglo~Saxon pericd
and as such'is &t léast 1,000 yeare old pre-dating the korman Invasich and
conquest of England.
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