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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
It is with a mixture of.gratitude anticipation end pleasure that I

end y_l this messzge of welcoms and goodwill in the New Year of 2 npg
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decade in this, the first iscue of the Guild's own Newslatier,
The gratitude is for the poeitive response of the two hundred fro

total of +hwnn hindred “One-Nomers™, who ware 11V1+aﬁ 1o bzoome fou
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memhers of the Guild, Such active suppor+ reflects the enthusiasm that
exists for ou_ partlcular style of researching and recording family history

end mav $1 'h-ﬂi'nn the reward it desmerves
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The anticipation arises from the continuving flow of enquiries for énd
about m embershlp of the Guild, which encourages hope for the ultimate
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QLHBCOVELrY LIildb nu”.r.'e are 50 o0y l...J..A _l.b'.. it Ways OoX
interest in helplng ithose whose cormon link is a perticular surname,

Throug the pages-of this Newslisiter it is hoped that from now on
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you '(.:00 W]..L.L disc cover the satisfactlion of Tin U.lIlé," some 'Dl'lll‘gs new and

sonething shared, It is your Newsletter and I am sure our Editor will
be pleased to have your suggestions, comments and contributions.
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LEICESTER WEEK-END CONFEREMNCE

The Guild is organising s week-end conference on one-name studies at

the Grand Hotel, Leicester, on Saturday and Sunday, 23-2!4 February 1980.
The Conference fee is £2,00, evening meal on Satuxday £6,50, accommoda-
*ion - single room (W1th bath) £14.50, double or twin rocm (with bath)
£20,50, including service charge, VAT and continental breakfast, tnglish
breakfast £2.00 extra. Anyone interested in the subject of one~name.
studies is welcome to attend, Write to the conference organiser, John

K. Marfleat, 4 Roboth=zm Close, Huncote, Leicester LEG 6BB for fuller
details (s.a.e, please). Cheques to b2 made payable to "Guild of One-
Namme Studies ~ Leicester Weekend".
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. : FROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

The Editor invites articles and notes from members on a wideJVEriety
of subjects concerned with one-name studies, Your system of filing your
notes and docunents may be Jjust the thing thrat those beginning‘their,
family hlstory research will welcome, Notes on usual sources aie also . =
always welcome. o ‘

Just &3 the Federatlon of Famlky Hietory Socisties with its half—yearly
conferencee ard publications, particularly the Family History News and

Digest, has prcved exceedingTJ belpful I inspiring members of regional
eocietieq, so the Guild of One-Name Studies hopes to encourage its members,
be they 1nd v1daals or full-blown societies, to a great reelisatlon of
the aburdani possibilities open to all of us,

Ve are very pleased to announce that-that. doyen of amateur genealogists

the Rev, Canon S. Graham Brade-Birks (now in his 93rd year) has agreed to
contribute a series of notes that will be of"interestland help to our
members. " He was Borm at Brrnage, Manchester on 2 TNovenmber 1887 and has
been ‘interested in genea ogy end famlly hiSuory for over seveaty years -
he ran his owh ons-naic society before the first World War! The first of
his articles appear* in this issue, Suzgestions from readers for future
topics are welcome, | _
Tﬁie‘gegglgigeg is going to be very much of a “do~it-yourself” journal
and members of the Guild have a vital role to play in msking it a suceess,
So all those buddlng writers with a de51re to see their name in print are
1nvited to get ousy and eend along their contributions to the Editor.

!.I.‘ltl'.I.iﬂﬂ’l.ﬂl"'..l..'.l.ﬂ"‘ﬂl"..l.l.lﬂ?BII.l‘.ﬂ‘.'ll.l.-'.....l'

THE ANHUAL SUEBSCRIPTICN

It is proposed at our first Annval Gensral Neeting to put forward:an:
amendment to- th: Constitulion coarected with the ammual subscription,
Strangely enoogh, despite the p*esert level of inflation, it is not the
amount of the subscription tnat we wish to change, which is in any case
not covered: by the Constitution, but there is a need to chenge the date
when it becomes due, firstly to brirg it intc line with the financial year,
which is alsé the calendar year, and secondly, to avoid delay in the pur~
chase and despatch of the 1980 Fomily History News and Digest, whilst .
awaiting the renewal of subse¢riptions., ' A deficit has not yet occurred
but certainly will unless etepe are taken to prevent it happening.

As expla_ned elsewhere in this Newsletter, £2 of the initial £5 paid by
members of the Guild is required to prerare znd maintain the revised .. ...
Regizter of One-Mame Studiss, a ‘copy of which, when publlshed will be
supplied free to everycne w ho has paid the revistration fee of £2, and they
will be kspt updated with additions and amencments. For the annual sub=- -
scription of £3 an undertaking wac given to supply two issves of Family
History Naws snd Digest, then priced at 75p each but now increased to 90p.
However the Guild receives a d:scount en its buik purchase so that the
total amount »id’ for two issues in 1979 was 110n of each member's '
subscription, The U.K, poefave has 20024 a Tuvtier 51p (two at 133p plus
three at 8p). and tha cost cf enve]o;es, paper and printing for previous .
letters, the draft constitutiocn ard 1“1a Newsletter has amounted to 29p
making a total of 1909. . - :
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Federation membership and other correspondence, including a subsidy for
airmail postage to overseas members has brought the year’s expenditure up
by 20p to £2,10 per member, leaving a balance of 90p in hand,

However before the next subscription is due on 1lst May under the
present constitution, we shall have spent a further £1,00 approximately
on the Spring issue of Family I"istory News and Digest, a second Newsletter
and increased postage, On this basis we hope that members will anticipate
the proposed c~cndment by sending their 1980 subscription of £3,00 to our
Honorary Treasurer as early as possible in the New Year, using the enclosed
form on which you will find his name and address,

".'.I‘llOl!l...".i.-l.lll"ll.l'Ul.ll.'tl.ll‘l.I.I.l.'.'....'.l'.'.'..'.l‘

RUNNING A FAMILY HISTORY BULLETIN CN A SHOESTRING - I
By Frank Higenbottam, BA, FLA, Editor of The Higginbottom Family Bulletin

The amateur family historian in the course of his researches, particularly
if they have gone on for a number of years, will have collected a mass of
material, such as pedigrees, extracts from parish registers, census returns,
and photocopies of wills as well as mentions of the surname from a variety
of sources, both printed and manuscript, Some day this may well form the
basis for a published work on the history of the family down the ages.

In the meantime it may be desired to communicate these discoveries, as they
ocecur, to others who are interested and thers is no better way of doing
this than by issuing a tulletin devoted to the history of the family, A4s
time passes the editor will gradually become recognised an an authority on
the history of the family. Letters will soon begin to pour in from this
country and from abroad, both from those seeking information and from others
wishing to add to your collection,

Title and Pagination

Choosing a title for his bulletin is entirely a matter for the editor,
He can be prosaic ard simply call it The (Swrmame) Family History Bulletin
(or Newsle“ter), Whatever the title finally decided upon, bring the surname
first as tLIs will ensure that it is not buried in the indexes of any printed
bibliographies produced by librarians and others, Our American friends
seem to like titles like Digging up the Davies, or Fishing up the Fishers,
which are quite good fun tut & straight forward title with the surname
coming first is best. The heading will include the name and address of the
editor, and the volume number, part number, month and year of issue, and
also the frequency of the issue {e.g. quarterly). Thus:

The (Surname) Family History Bulletin
Vol.I, no,l : Issued quarterly June 198~

The pagination for each volutme should run consegutively through all parts
of that particular volume, Thus, if vol.I, no.,l consists of six pages, it
will be paginated 1-6, and vol,I, no.2 will then run on from pages 7-12 :
and so on until a new volume is started, when the pagination starts all over
again, \

Contents of the Pulletin

It is not for the present writer to dictate to the editor as to what
material he shall include in his bulletin, but some idea of what is likely
to prove of interest may be obtained from the following list of articles
that have apreared in one family history bulletin over the past few years:

Making a Start in Family History

Derivation of the Surname

Transcripts of Wills and Deeds

Pedigrees from Wills

Studies of Branches of the Family in a particular locality,
. Distribution and Spelling of the Surname in Telephone

irectories
3 continued on page 10)




MMBERS OF THE REGISTER
By David Rese

At the i;naugura.1 H“thrF’ln “Plymouth in September 1979 the first main
item to be considersd, ufter the Guild had béen set up, ‘was what should
be done about those in the orig_nal Federation Register, who had not
responded to the invitation in March to jo_n the Guild or: re-reglster1-t'
itheir name. S \

Ater: seme considerable - discussion it became obvious that there were
two distinct views, The first vas that, as everyone had been sent the
eircular, thoze who bwﬁ not responded either did not care, did not want
to be included. wers no lcnger interested, or could not undertake the
conditions outlined and cossldered themselves unable to join, Those in
favour of this view-arsred that'as these people had not paid a registra-
tion fee they shouid- not be ineluded in the Cuild‘s new Register.

The :other point of wvew wiiich ceemed to have majority support, was
that the GLrﬂd shotid offer a complete sexrvice to enguirers on oneename
research arl includs ull_*hose who had registered with the Federation.

. The chairman, Fred‘Fllby, made it clear that whatever the decision <~
taken by the meeting, bhe would include all entries in the original
Federation Register in.any revised reprint planned by the Guild, Faced.
with this;'che nesting decided to refer any question of who should and
who should act be included in any future reprinting of the register to
the exscutive. committee,

The exdcutive tomaitt ee agreed that the printing of the firet Guild
Regimter should incliude a’* those who were registered with the Federation,
but that subsequent: print =14 only include those who had vegistered
with the Guild and pzid thelr reglstration fee, At the same time the -
executive committee agreed to a second circular being sent to those who
had not resporded to the March letter to fird out if they had overlocked
the matter, or did not want to register, The committiee was anxious to
obtain some response, even if it was negative, so that the Guild could be
cure“ad;uaf not~pub11uh1ng mlsleadlng ot incorrect” 1nformation.

Ar"angement vere put in hand to g2t the Regizter - corrected and up-
da ted where possidbls ~ off to the printer. Then the light dawned, Hhat
if those. people wio had ot replied to the March circuldr had never '
received 1t? Somé 'had Peer returned marked 'Gone away' and these had
been struck off the limt, It wes also fourd that some on the list had . .
died. - In one cacz a Kent one-namer had simply not received his letter as
it was nol forwarded from his old eddress,  Bub what if all those others .
had been sent, but, for ons or mex: reasons, they had not arrived because
the details in thke old Depinter wors wrong? (How many of us have notified
the Registiar o a changs of aiddrers? Remember that most of us went on -
to the list anG:3¢ yeart ago and there has bsen no reprint slnce)

Sq‘the P“i:t:rﬂ of, the new Peglster was hold over until the new circular
had been sent. I3 hﬂ; rreduced & nunter of new members ~ 'I'm soxry that .
I did not reply eaxiioxr, but it came 2t a time when I had more 'important -
things on my mind and it men overlooked' - tut it has also revealed that -
because of at'frens chonges rome were never delivered, On the day Fred .
Filby was going to post a lstier to an Amarican on the original list, his
first circulaxr von returnel marlhed ‘address unknown, return to sender s
Tt had taken six months to come back,. :

Now'“hat the resson for the delsy in printing the new Regleter has been
expramned there are other-decisions to be mede about one-name’ enquiries.
The Reg'strax®s Job iz <o keop information about researchers up-to-date,

He shorld also ba resporaible for rogistering new one-nane - studies, But
what ebout en enguirer who simply wants the name and address of a particular
one-namer, ovut is unawars of or wmwilling to buy the Register? The
question:arises for two reascus: (%) caly by sales of the! Register can it

be kept up~to-dute with reprints; (b) the Guild will be the loser if the
Registirar bas to snend voo much uim%%and Guild money on such replies (how

s




often do you get letters with sae’s?), The questions then are; should a
charge be made for giving information, should enquirers be asked to buy
a Register to answer their enquiry, or should replies only be sent if an
sae i enclosed? Members' comments would be welcomed by the committee,
bearing:in mind that the printing of the Register and handling of replies
can only be covered by monies raised from Registration fees;.which being
non~-reéurring are something totally separate from the Guild's ordinary
subscription income. =

On the question of monies, some members seem confused about the two
amounts they have paid - £3,00 to the Guild.and £2,00 for registration,
It must be pointed that the £3,00 is the Guild's subsoription, which
covers the cost of printing and posting this nellletter, ciples of the
Federation News and Digest, election expenses, etc, while .the £2.00 was
intended as a one-off payment to record all one-name studies in the Guild's
Register, The £2.00 entitles each person regisiered to a free copy of
the Register, Whether regional family history societies will get a free
copy to answer enquiries will be considered by the: committee later,

One researcher was most indignant about being asked to re-register the
name she was researching, claiming that it had been done once and was not
necegsary again., What she 4id not seem to realise was that until now the
Registrar has been an officer of the Federation, which had undertaken
coverage of one-name activities at the expense of its membexr societies,
Now the maintenance of the Register is the responsibility of the Guild -
e separate and independent organisation, which is also a member of the
Federation like all other family history societies, Whatever happened in
the past no longer applies as far as the new Register and registration is
concerned, o ‘

0n tha‘subject of-thé Register, me-bers are reminded that they are
required to fulfil certain criteria in order to qualify for specific
cat~gories on the Register. These criteria were printed on the back of

..........

sight to make your own copy, you may like to reminded of the details,
Criteria for inclusion on the Register: o
There are five catego¥ies of entry:-
A, Formally constituted societies,
B, ‘Gorreapondeﬁcﬁfgroups producing & newsletter, ‘ » o
C. Individual researchers specialising in ALL references to a single

surname a»d the specified variants, o L
D, Oversexs groups or individuals specialising in a single surname,
E. Individual researchers specialising in a single surname, but °

subject to limitations of area and period as defined, o

In order to cope adequately with enquiries from Great Britain and over- .
seas it is expected that the Registered Researcher will have accumulated. =
a reasonable volume of data on the specific surmame and variants, and will
aim to-include (1) the listing of all relevant index entries of births,
marriages ard deaths at St Catherine's Housey (ii) the listing of all .
. relevant eniries in.the PCC Will indexes up to 1700, and, (iii) the listing
of the names and veriants from U.K. telephone directories,

Whilst it seenis essential that each entrant in the Register will eventu-
ally require such a compilation, completion of the task is not & pre-
requisite to registration, but in the interests of &ll concerned could
well be covered by the registration category E rather than C, -

- . . . Y ’ ool I oo : .
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HAMBLYN FAMILY HISTORY, by IL.N, Shaw., New Zealand: Gore Publishing Co.
(1971) Ltd. 1978, ?%-illusg"NZ.gll.SO, Reviewed hy Derek A,.Ealgéggg, »

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

This book, sub-itled "Plymouth to New Plymouth - Fitzroy District, 1841-
1976", was written so as to be aveilable as soon as possible after the
Hamblyn Family Reunion had been held at Fiteroy, New Plymouth, during the
weekend 22- 25 October 1976, It traces the history of the Hamblyn Family
which descended from James and Ann (née Moore), who were married at '

5



Pancrasweek, Devon in 1?99..

The reeeerch appears to. have been carried out in a moet painstaking
manner, teking due account of the numerous variants of this surname appear-
in archival sources,. There are sixteen chapters, most of which are devoted
to specific ‘branches of the family or related families, although two
chapters are.. concerned primarily with local history, The inclusion of the
latter is most welcome in an account which is mostly in the form of :
narrative pe rree.

There aTe: copious illu$trations, the majority of which are photographs
of people, which in a few instances suffer from poor quality reproduction,
Nevertheless their 1nclusion enhances the value of the book as a record.

The Hamblyns emigrated to New Zealand in the "Amelia Thompson", Chapter
Two comprising an account of the voyage based on a journal written by Mr
John Newland, They settled in-an area where the Maoris were active and,
during the Maori Wars of 1861, were obliged to flee their home. Their
descendants are dispersed w1dely throughout New Zealand and the rest of the
world,

The final section of the book describes the 19?6 Reunion when about 450
descendants gathered together in New Plymouth. Those responaible for its
organisation were well prepared and the very full programme Was & great -
success, Any One-Namers contemplating similar family gatherings would do
well to read this part of -the book.-

Margaret Shaw (née F-nblyn) has given the Hamblyne of New Zeeiand &
marvellous insight into their common heritage of which they can be
Jjustifiably proud. The boock is moderately priced considering its limited
circulation, - However a&s a reference work for the Hamblyns it is priceless,

An index would have helped but with current publication costs one can under-
etand the onission,

l.l"0..‘l""ll‘l'l.l’.l.ﬂ!li0!.0!0!.!..l.!!‘..'l‘I'lltol..lt...‘ll..""lli .
"TRACING THE WHEREABOUTS OF PERSONS

It is sometimes possible for an enquirer to be put into communication
with the person he desires to trace through the Department of Health and
Social Security, The Department cannot disclose anybody's address, &s
information about insured persons and beneficiaries is regarded as strictly
confidential, but they "1l be prepared to forward a letter to the last '
address ehown in their records if the information supplied to them is
suff1c1ent to enable them to pos;t1Ve1y jdentify the record of the person
sought;

When forwarding a letter in these circumstances the Department of Health
end Social Security disown any responsibility in the matter and advise the
addressee that his address has not been disclosed to the person who has
asked” them to forward the letter.

If you decide to seek assistance through this source you should write
tos=- . . Special Section "A", Room 101B -
Department of Health and Social Security
Records Branch, Newcastle upon Tyne
It will be necessary to supply the following information;-
1; the full name of the person you are seeking
any‘known address
3; the person’s date of birth or approximate age
4 the last known maritaT status, e.g. married or single,

(General Register Office, St Catherine 5 House, 10 Kingsway, London,
WC2B 6JP, - Leaflet Pas.6) : |

r.'l|q’i'l!tavi.ittltlllt.ll'ocnloo.'ncldcludo-ou‘uto'llcl.lli.lo.ll.!lo'l
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: FHOM THE GENERAL REGISTIR OFFICE IﬁDEK “0 PERSONAL CARD INDEX
By Ann Chiswell

This. an account. of how you can make & workable Index of Personal Names
collected from the GRO, It .is assumed that you have checked that this
hag. not. already'been done, by consulting the Register of One-Name Studies-
(a new édition is in preparation. Acting Registirar i& Fred. Filbw.

15 Cavendish Gardens, Cranbrock, Ilford, Essex, IGl 38A),

First, all the birth entries from July 1837 to date should be copled from
the .GRO. Index at St Catherine's House, london, for your surname and for any
obvious variations’such as double ) or an extra g at the end.. This list
will show the quarter and year, the forenames found (plus : any listed just
‘mele' or 'female') and the Registration District where the bizth took place,
and, after July 1911, will also include the mother's maidefi:neme, Keep this
list always, ag it may be quicker to find a series of births registered in
one District over a period of years this way rather than by any othetr method.
and this may be the only clue ito which children had the same parents before
the mother's maiden name -began to be shown, and even afterwards if two
mothers have the same maiden name! Obtain some standard smalle-size (5"'x3")
cards, or make them from stiff paper which cost less and take less space,
These may be filed in boxes and cabinets available commercially, or less
expensively, in strong shoeboxes.

- On each. cand ‘write the surname in capltals as found in the GRO Index in
the top lefthand corner, followed by a comma and the forename’s in lower
case letters:

WABNE. Richard John o ' IN
b, J 1913 West Ham | BARNETT '
mc T -

d_. o J.

Write down the lefthand side of the card the letters b., m., 4. (born,
married, died). Next to b, write the quarter and year the birth entry was
found (e.g. S 1864) followed by the Registration District. At the end of
the same line write the mother's maiden name capitals, if known, In the
top righthand corner write the standard abbreviation for the county in
which the Registration District occurred at the time of the entry,

On a sevarate similarly-szzed caxd write the entries for 'male' unnamed
children in date order and do the same on a separate card for 'female '3
WARNE 'male*' births ' '
J 1877 Islington
S 1877 Bodmin
J 1880 St Olave
D 1885 st Pancras
etc.
J 1915 Kensington WARNE
J 1926 Isle of Wight BROWN
D 1938 St -Austell RICHARDS
\uotea "M = March, J = June, S = September, D = December) -

. It will be useful to make an alphabetical index on large paper of the
‘Régiatration Districts encountered, together with their cocunties, to -
save looking up the same ones again and again in a gazetteer!

An Alphabetical Index of Unusual Forenames can help link families later,
Put the unusual name first, then the first name in parentheses afterwards,
AARON  Robert M, Ruth M Normanton o
ABIF‘F (Hiram) o
- ACKLAND Stephen G (mother’s name ACKLAND)
-~ ACE (Walter) Albert F)

"ACOURT Violet e i
ACOCK Hebe B 7



An Alphabetical Index of Mothers' Surname swill be found most necessary,
Put the maiden name Lif8t, followed by the husbend’s name for quick
referenoe. E g. TDMKIN ~ John ROBERTS,

DD‘I“!} 'cne-me CB-IE:B' :tnTaO omer, IlI‘ST- a.J.pnaoetlcaJ..Ly and 'cnen oy uate
order within each name.. The birth entries should all be recorded on ‘
cards before. attempting to tie in the marriage and death entries, although
naturally the lists from the GRO may be collected at any time,

.. Work througn the death lista next Beiore 1600 the age at death is not
" shown, 86 éven with unusual forenames it is hard to prove the death entry

£it8.a birth entry. as there’ mAy ‘Have been someons -of the same name born
before July 1837 whose name you had not collected, Even when the ages are
shown, thosé for single common forenames should’ be ‘treated with caution,

’:'although a ¢hild dying in the same District as its birth was regzstered nay

“be linked with some certainty. The death details should be recorded im
. line with the letter d, on the card, the quartsr and year first, then the
_Registration District, the county, and Tinally the age (or a note that

no age was giveng

~WARNE, fiichani Jom . Sy L
b (1924) - T T R
it PR o B - S
d. J 1971 Richmond (57) S o

.. The marriages are left to last as these are more complic&tad and 1£ a,
person of the same name died young, then that person is not going to be a:
candidate for marriage, If there is any doubt, make ocut a new card, using
the formula of 26 years male and 22 years female as age for marrisge, and
writing the birth year (with a question mark), accordingly in the space
above for the filing purposes, Marriages are recorded in line with the
letter m,, the quarter and year first, then the Registration District, and
at the end of the line the wife's maiden name in capitals if given (or

known} ‘ :
2 WARNE, Richerd John oW
oo by (19327) e Lo
St Me M 1938 Brentford - -~ STONEHAM. .

An Alp@gbetical Index of Wives Malden Names will be found most useful
Ading: them.to -the Index of Mothers' Maiden Names (see above) is convenient

3f: a different coloured pen. is used., Put the meiden name First {if not

already there) followed by the husband's names as before,

Now the families can be seen to tie up, and this is the next step,
Under d, on the father's card write the year, name and Registration District
of each child with the same mother's maiden name as his wife's maiden name.
Note on each child's card, after the birth Registraiion Distrct that they
are the son or daughter of -~ and add the father's name,

Each time three.geheraﬁions can be linked, draw a tree pedigree on a
larger sheet of paper. These pedigrees should be numbered and the same
number written at the top centre of the card of each person included,

.Join the Guild of One-Name :Studies, - Add details to .your Inex from ﬂllls,
parish registers, census returns, etc, Make new jards for earlier peuple
Use the generation grid letters if these help. . L

v oA card “index.of surnames makes your findings sq muoh more usaful as it
i+ then 80 simple to link pecpls with each othery ~. -
"People will not look forward to ponter;*v who never lock backward
to their ancestops,“ (Bdmund Burke: Reflections on. the Revolution in
France), , L }”fi9——ﬁ"F—h————ﬁfﬁ———ﬂ_-“—--“-"
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- SWEET LASS OF RICHMOND HILL .

Tom Wolstencroft of 29 Meadowfield, Hhaley Bridge, Stockport. Cheshire,
produced Vol.l, No,1 of The I'Anson Times in January 1976, "for the forma-
tion of a Name Society for the ancient Torkshire family of I'Anson".

His introduction continued, "I am fully aware of my limitations, not the
least of which is my name- is not I'Anson, My sole qualification in this
respect is that my grandmother (father's mother) was Jane Isobel I'Anson,

originally of Thirsk Yorkshire",

All I'Anson’s descend from the children of Joln or Jacques I'Anson who
came over from France to fight for anry Tudor at Bosworth and later
settled at Hauxwell as & yeoman, :

Perhaps the most romantic I'Angon story is that of Frances I'Anson;
bém’ in .Layburn, baptised at Wensley in 1766 and the.original heroinelof_
the . 8Ong “Lass of Richmond Hil1,"

Frances was the daughter of William I'Anson, a solicitor of Bedszd Row,
London and- Hill House, Richmond, Yorkshire, Her mother’s maiden: name was
Marths Hatchinson and Hill House, Richmond, was the original property of
the Hutchinson family.

-Frarices met leonard McNally, a brilliant Irieh barrister in london,
McNally was ‘a men of letters, wrote for the stage‘and was editor of a
periodical called: The Public Iedger.

g William I'anson. dlsapproved of the association between his daughter and
meally and sent. Frances back to Yorkshire to stay at Hill House, Richmond,
McNally wrote to her there and enclosed with the letter were the words of
the future song,

Frances It Anson finally eloped with McNally. It is suspected she was
"expectlngﬂ anyway, and they married at St George's, Hanover Square, London
in 1787, They lived in London and had two surviving children, Frances
died in 1795 in Dublin, aged only 29. Her daughter returned to Richmond
and married a banker named Simpson.

McNally must have passed the words of the song to James Hook (1746~1827),
whio Was an associate and was the organist and musical directory of Vauxhall
Pleasure Gardens in London, James Hook wrote the melody of "Sweet Lass" and
the song was firet sung in public in 1789 by Charles Incledon, a popular
tenor vocalist of the day., He was subsequently to sing in the first perform-
gnce of Haydn's Creation at Covent Garden under Lindley,

The words of the song were later publlshed anonymously in a London news-
paper. The British Library (British Museum) has an original copy of the
first printed edition of the song, priced 1/-, The music is attributed to.

>0k but there is no mention of the authorship of the words,

Due to the affairs of the Prince Regent and his morganatic wife, Mrs
Fitzherbert, the _popular public fancy in London associated the song with
thew. and. Richmond. in- Surrey- as- the location, " The words, "I'll crOWns T
resign to call thea mine lent credence to this belief.

Various contributors 1o the nineteenth century publication Notes and
 Oueries debated the authprshxp of the piece, until a letier from William
T"Anson, surgeon of Newcastle upon Tyne, who was & direct descendant of
Frances I'Anson's family, plus a letter from an eighty-year old lady,
Anre Bowman, who had personal knowledge of the family, silenced opposition.
(Opposing views, however, have many heads and the authorship is still
periodically brought into dispute up to the present day).

Anne Bowman's father published a book of Jocal hiptpry at Richmond,

rrrrrrrrrrrrr

scribers was Thomas I'Anson and Elizabeth Mnﬂally (daughter of Frances);
Anne Bowman was found, aged about 80, in the 1841 Ripon Census, She lived
in Allhellowgate, The family of I‘gnson was not far away in Stammergate.



The words of the song were also atiributed to McNally by Jonah Barrington
in his memoirs Personal Sketches, This was certainly not done out of
friendship, as MCNelly and Barrington fought a duel in 1791 in which
McNally -suffered a wound in the leg, leaving him with a permanent limp,
McNally. became & political dinformer aftexr the death of his wife in 1795, K
He married agein to Louisa, daughter of the Rev. Robert Edgeworth, S

Fhrther references to Frances occur 1n 'vol,l no.% of The I'égggn Timee.
There is a copy of a letter to a William I'Anson of Yorkshire, dated L
September 1697, signed "Your unknown ffriend and Humble Servant, Bryan
J'Anson". The same issue has a letter dated 20 May, 1974, from Leslie

Ainsdale 1! Aneon. mhe great, great nephew of Frances,

Angus Goodfellow, & newspaper qurnelist has. collaborated with Tom
Wolstencroft on occasions to produce articles on this same subject, 48 a
result:of the upsule of interest, Angus and Ken Wadsworth produced. &’ play,
with music and lyries by Brian” HcldSWorth "Sweet Lass", The play had its

world premiere on 6 June, 1979 at the restored Georgian Theatrs, Richmond,
North Yorkshire, during the Richmondshire Festival 1979, The event was
billed as “I'Anson Night" and' performed. by the Festivel Players with
"Richmond's own lass" Mavis.Dogey (& name in itself to conjure with ) as
Frances I'/ason,

Prior to this the local press had interviewed Tom Wolstencroft upon his
arrival in the. district One .of the local building societies had a window
display featuring "Sweet lass", In addition: to a reproduction of the first
editi~a of the sheet music of "Sweet Lass of Richmond Hill" (obtained by
Ton originally from~the music library of the British Museum) and photographs
of -the forthcoming/play, there was a liFe-size fashion dummy of Frances
I'finson, splendidly dressed in 18th century vogue. Excitement abounded ]

The evening itself was a delight and the play a hugs success. As the
theatre has a capacity for only #0-~50 people the atmosphere was very
conducive to such & production, The Festival Organiser was there to’ welcome
the rather special znudience who were all entreated to 31gn the visitors'
book &8 a record of the occasion,

 After t'e performance a convivial party was held backstage where both
audience and players were able to relax and be merry, This was particularly
cnjoyable for all“those I'Ansons who had corresponded over the years but
had never before come into comtact with each other, Tbm Wolstencroft
fo3cribed it as "a very remarkable evening in-my lif - Undoubtedly all
~imse present would wholeheartedly agree with him,

It is guite remarkabde and extremely gratifying that’ euch a splendid
achievement has’ transpired out of one man's interest in his family name.
Suvely “livrng proof" ‘that the many hours of research with its attendant
joys and ‘woes can eometires ‘produce the most unexpected results,

It is to be hoped that "Sweet Lass" will be performed many more times
(Edited by Peuline Saul from articles in The I'Anson Times),
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LUNKING A FAMILY HISTORY BULLETIN ON' A SHOESTRING (continued from pe.ge 3}

Pedigrees from Monumental Inscriptione
On the Family Trail ‘in Blankshire’ - o :
' Identification of the Family Entries in univereity ‘
= graduate lists -
- A series of‘erticles for the genealogical beginner
"“The earliest known mention of the eurname o
.- Letters from readers
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. List of new members
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