DNA and Your One-Name Study
Growing Your DNA Project
by Susan Meates (DNA Advisor, Member 3710)
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hether you have a DNA Project or are thinking about
starting a DNA Project, the issue that concerns
most people is how to get people to test. Over the
next several issues of this Journal, we will take a look at a
variety of issues and approaches to maximize your success in
recruiting participants for your DNA Project.
Before recruiting, we have the chicken or egg question.
For those that are thinking of starting a DNA Project, one
question is whether the Guild member should find some men
who will agree to test and then start the DNA Project, or
should they first establish the project before approaching
people to test.
Having the DNA Project established gives you a tool to assist
you in recruiting participants. The project will most likely
provide educational material. These prospects for testing
can also see that you have made the commitment, and this
helps in the recruiting process.
There is no cost to establishing and setting up a DNA Project.
The DNA Advisor is available to handle both these steps for
you, and you get back a DNA Project that you are free to
modify. In addition, an established project is needed for any
potential participants to receive discounted project pricing,
from vendors who offer this option.

The Foundation for Success

The foundation for recruiting is comprised of the following
elements:
1.

2.

3.

6

A DNA Project that is established and set up. If the
vendor provides a Project Profile and Project website,
both these tools will contain educational material that
promotes the project and the one-name study. If the
vendor does not provide these facilities, consider adding
a page or two to your one-name study website, if you
have one.
Display the Project Administrator’s name and email address,
so you can be reached by those with questions or concerns.
[For those with a DNA Project at Family Tree DNA, which
was started before the last upgrade to the new Project
Administrator system, you will need to check whether
you need to re-enter your name, since the name of the
administrator did not always get carried forward.]
A Guild Profile — The Guild provides a facility where you
can easily have a web page for your one-name study.
The tool you use to enter and modify your information
is very easy to use. You can set up your Guild Profile
quickly, and update it as you have time. The Help Desk
can step you through the process, or you can visit
the Members Room to get started. Even if you have a
one-name study website, establishing a Guild Profile will

4.

provide benefits. In addition, you would link your Guild
Profile to your DNA Project, and vice versa. If you have
a one-name study website, you would link the Guild
Profile to that site, and vice versa.
List your DNA Project in the Guild Register. Visit the
following Guild link and enter the website address for
your DNA Project, or visit the Members Room and change
your membership details http://goo.gl/32psl.

The Importance of Donations

Raising donations is optional, and can be a key ingredient to
help a project grow. For example, perhaps there are several
persons who will contribute to fund a test kit for their
tree. Or perhaps there are those in migration destination
countries, who will contribute towards funding test kits in
the ancestral country. Or perhaps there are participants who
have enjoyed and benefited from testing, and are motivated
to give back to the project via a donation.
Once you have donations, then offering paid or partially
sponsored test kits will make it easier to recruit participants.
Raising donations is an ongoing process. For example, if you
publish a newsletter or blog, consider reminding persons
periodically, such as quarterly, that donations are welcome
and needed. If you maintain a personal email mailing list
or run a mailing list for your surname, periodic postings
about donations will remind people and encourage them
to contribute. Mentioning a success story, such as giving
recognition to those who donated to fund a test kit and the
resulting discoveries as a result of this family tree being
tested is also motivating for others to consider donating,
even a small amount.
Those who receive a sponsored test kit may feel motivated
to contribute when they are able.
The DNA Project website should cover that donations are
welcome to make visitors aware of this option.
The key with raising donations is to be low key, make people
aware that donations are needed, and avoid mentioning the
topic too frequently.
Sponsored or partially sponsored test kits will reduce your
recruiting time and effort. Some projects are very successful
in raising donations, and have built up a fund that enables
them to accelerate recruiting. Everyone wins as the project
grows, and more discoveries are made about which family
trees are related as well as discoveries about the surname.
As participants find matches – the enthusiasm grows, which
n
also helps with recruiting.
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