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From the Editor's Desk
Mary Rumsey

There has been a wonderful response to
my request for articles for the new style
Journal. A big thank you to all the members
who have sent in contributions. As stated
in the April Joumnal, you may have to wait a
little while to see your efforts in print, even
with plans for a larger Joumal. As editor
this makes me feel very happy as [ am sure
you will agree it is better to have articles in
hand than no articles at ali.

In the last Joumal | said that [ would
publish a list of medieval sources for those
without a knowledge of Latin. Unfortu-
nately | am temporarily unable to access
this for technical reasons. In the mean time
[ will outline here the way to go about this
line of research.

Many larger libraries and county record
offices hold at least partial sets of cata-
logues of medieval and later documents,
all relating to the administration of the
central government of those days, such as
Inquisitions Post Mortem, Fine Rolls, Plea
Rolis, etc. The PRO has compiete sets of all
of them. They are normally very well
indexed as to personal name and place
which is ideal for one-name studies, but
not too helpful for those wishing to com-
pile their own family tree as it is often
difficult to tle the information together.
Another source is the Victoria County
History, where It has been published for a
county, The descent of manors is shown
with references to a number of documents,
However, beware - when these are studied
carefully you will often find gaps in infor-
mation which makes it impossible to
compile a family tree. My late husband
spent hours studying these sources with a
view to assessing and enlarging the
Romsey/Rumsey pedigree produced by
Henry St John Rumsey which is now
deposited in the National Library of Wales,
Although he was able to construct pedi-
grees for two or three generations anything
longer proved almost impossible, Never-
theless, some interesting detalls emerged,
such as those of “John the Idiot”, of whom,
as heir to his father, the twelve testators
had to give evidence as to his mental state
at the inquisition post mortem. All agreed
that John was perfectly normal from birth
until the age of nine, when he fell out of a
tree, since when he had not been the
same! All this can be found in English and
makes fascinating reading.

Hopefully the above should enable
some of you to begin new avenues of
research.
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Chairman’s Notes
Roger Lovegrove

LET NO-ONE SAY that the Guild is dull:

the past year has been anything but.

We have:-

¢ Introduced a new-style fournat

¢ Set up a Publications Subcommit-
tee; .

s Reformed the Constitution;

« Cone online on the Wordd Wide
Web

Unfortunately, there was also some-
thing else. As members will know, the
Committee had felt it necessary to ex-
pel a member under the provisions of
the Constitution. That decision came
up for appeal at the AGM on 19 Apill,
where the Committee’'s decision was
ratified by more than the required two-
thirds majority.

The AGM weekend in April was far
more luxurious than any AGM we have
had before, at least throughout the
time that [ have been a member. The
hotel and its staff received nothing but
praise from the members: so much so
that the Committee has already de-
cided that we should hold next year's
AGM there, as well: please make a
note in your forward planner - the
weekend of 4th April.

After the AGM, the Committee met
to elect the Guild Officers. The resuits
were as follows:- ’

Roger Lovegrove

Chafrman

Vice Chairman Alec Tritton
Treasurer David Abbott
Secretary Mike Spathaky
Registrar Dominic Johnson
Editor Mary Rumsey

Other (non-Officer) appeintments are
as listed inside the front cover of this
Joumnal,

Mike Spathaky took on the post of
Secretary only on a temporary basis
and is now no longer in that post, 7he
Guild and the Committee are therefore
in very urgent need of a Secretary.
Fortunately, there is the appropriate
vacancy which we could co-opt into if
necessary. If any member of the Guild -
and the practicalities of being able to
attend Committee Meetings obviously
imply a UK member - would be inter-
ested in helping by taking the position
on then please let me know. No guar-
antees can be offered: it is for the
Committee, not me, to decide if and

whom to co-opt. But please do let me
know if you might be willing.

Geoff Riggs - who is also the Guild’s
Representative for Wales - was co-
opted on to the Committee, as a non-
Officer, in May.

Also in May, the Committee were
disturbed to receive a complaint about
a Guild member passing to a commer-
cial organisation details about a non-
member whoe had contacted her with
a toutine research enquiry. That non-
member subsequently received unso-
licited material from the organisation
concemed. Although it is in the nature
of One-Name Studies that we do pass
contact details on to fellow research-
ers, to mutual benefit, the Committee
are of the clear view that such passing-
on of details should be restricted to
bona fide researchers and should not
involve commercial organisations.
Please do be very careful about this.

A new flavour of committee

The current Committee has a new
“flavour” to those which have gone
before. Of the 12 current Committee
members, 10 have been on the
Committee for less than two years. We
are also much more spread out, geo-
graphically, than before: from the south
coast of England to Invemess, from
Sussex to Wales. For [ believe the first
time ever, there is now only one
Committee member - me - in London.
| hope that the new perspective that
this type of Committee must bring will
be used to the benefit of the Guild.

In the long-run, however, having a
Committee which is spread out over
the UK is unlikely to be good enough.
We shail need to turn our attention to
how best to involve members from
outside the UK: the Guild is an intema-
tional society, and we need to reflect
that in our structures if we are to grow
and prosper. The new Constitution was
a majer step forward, here, in that it
took the major decisions out of the
hands of the AGM and placed them
before the whole membership for
postal ballot: you will see the effects of
that with this mailing, for you are now
being asked to vote by post - for the
first time in the Guild’s history - on a
change to the wording of the Constitu-
tion. Please do vote: as the Chaiman
of the Constitutional Working Group
which drafted the proposals for the
new Constitution, | would not like to
think of all that work and effort being
wasted.

over the ye

Later in the year, the Committee will
need to tum its attention to the very
fundamentals of the Guild itself. | shall
be asking them to produce a Vision for
the Guild, to give a sense of direction
to guide us when developing the
Guild. I weould welcome your views on
what you would turn the Guild into - in
accordance with our Constitutional
Objectives - if you could become our
fairy godmother and wave your magic
wand over us.

As the new Chairman, | am very con-
scious of the groundwork which was
laid by my predecessor, Peter Goodall.
[ am sure that David Abbott, our new
Treasurer, feels the same so far as the
previous Treasurer, Peter Prismall, is
concemed. Many thanks to them, and
to the other previous Committee
member who did not stand for re-
election, Kelvin Warth, for the work
they have put in on behalf of the Guild

Secretary’s Notes
Mike Spathaky

By the time you read this [ shall no
longer be Guild Secretary. | decided
not to stand for election to this posi-
tion in order to devote more time to
other interests, not least the Cree Fam-
ily History Society, but also other as-
pects of Guild activities. ] believe |
have helped the Guild to achieve some
of the things | wanted to see changed
when | first stood {(unsuccesskully) for
election to the Committee in February
1996 and have also helped the Guild
to make progress on some of the is-
sues that arose out of that election.

[ have helped the Guild to make
much-needed changes to its Constitu-
tion, and perhaps more important, to
see that the Constitution (s regarded as
the foundation on which the Guild
rests, to be referred to at all times in
managing Guild affairs, in resclving
differences of opinion and in determin-
ing our future direction.

I believe | have demoenstrated how
impottant it is for the Committee to
manage efficiently its own business,
the calling of General Meetings and the
conduct of elections.

Of course [ have been involved in
these development as one of a team.
There is much stil] to be done. | believe
that | can now help the Guild best in
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other roles within that team. | sense
now a greater determination by the
Committee to move the Guild towards
being a more welcoming, intemnational
and forward-looking organisation,
serving its own members effectively
and educating the wider genealogical
community in the values of one-name
studies. '
The Committee has asked me to
continue to manage the Guild's
website. There is now an on-iine edi-
tion of the Register of One-Name
Studies. A paralle] development pio-
neerec by Alan Tupman and others is a
lively Guild E-mail Forum, open to all
Guild members who have an e-mail
facility. To join in the fun, send an e-
mail with your name and membership
number as the header, with the single
word subcribe as the content, to:
GOONS-L-request@

Treasurer’'s Notes
David Abbott

Not only do we have a new Govem-
ment here in the UK, but there are
many members elected to serve for the
first time. One thing is certain, who-
ever is in power: interest rates will
have been raised two or three times
and ways will have been found to in-
crease govemment revenue. [ too am
a first-time member of your committee,
and they have felt it right to elect me
as your Treasurer. Likewise, [ also have
had to consider increasing Guild in-
come, as well as conducting an overall
appraisal of Guild finances to conform
to Charity Commission requirements,
My heartfelt thanks go to Peter Pris-
mall, whose well-kept books have
made the changeover much less
complicated than | expected,

Growth and Development

My first task was to take in an over-
view of the Guild's finances. From this |
developed a change of emphasis
which I put to your committee. In short
it is growth and development, as only
when these are happening can we give
you more facilities and better focussed
support - whether it be publications,
seminars, projects, or maybe various
other suggestions that have been
made by some of you in the foumnal
and to the Committee. It is a fact that

the Guild costs more to run than many
other family history societies, this is
partly because we are intermnational in
nature and not county or locality
based. Also, the last decade or so has
seen the subscription remaining at a
minimum breakeven figure, and this
together with the exceptional costs of
1996 means that the Guild has been,
and is now, financially restricted in
taking up many valuable projects that
would benefit you in your research,
This has to change.

Even the value of the basic member-
ship benefits provided at the moment
may not be appreciated by some of
you. Your committee has therefore
decided that the Joumal and Register
will now have the retail selling price
printed on the cover. These together
with the Family History News and Di-
gestwould cost a non-member around
£16. What good value membership is!
Additionally, in appreciation of how
important the Joumal is to most of you,
the number of pages is being increased
this year to 24. Remember that these
are the new bigger pages, equivalent
to 48 of the old smaller size. We hope
to increase still further the number of
pages in the Joumal, but that depends
on you. So please keep Mary Rumsey
happy by either providing lots more
articles or pointing her attention to al-
ready published articles of interest.

Subscriptions

For at least the last decade the sub-
scription level has been, after inflation,
below what it was in the Guild’'s early
years. | therefore proposed that the
basic subscription for next year be in-
creased sufficlently, after indexing for
inflation, to equate to that of the early
years. Your committee has accepted
my proposal, and so the subscription
next year for current members will be
£12. The registration fee per name is
also increased to £8. These new prices
will have been introduced for new and
re-instated members as soon as re-
vised forms have been received from
the printers. We appreciate that these
may be larger increases than expected.
| make no apology for this: they are
necessary if the Guild is to grow and
serve you better,

To go some way to softening the
increase, your committee has agreed a
time limited concession for those of
you willing to pay the next three years’
subscriptions in advance. Providing
that the renewal form and funds are
received by Wednesday, 1 Qctober

B S

1997, you can pay a reduced sum of
£30, saving you £6. You can also take
advantage of this offer if you are one of
our covenanting members.

| welcome any comments on what |
have outlined, and | appreciate that a
few members will not renew, All [ can
say is that your committee is serious
about giving you more assistance in
your one-name research through the
Guild. Stay with us and you will not be
disappointed.

Forthcoming Events

27th - 28th September 1997, AGM of
the Toseland Clan Society. (See p. 68)

31d - 5th October 1997. Fifth Hodgson
Family Gathering. (Details page 43 of
Aprtl Joumnal)

18th October 1997. Guild Seminar,
Needham Market, Suffolk. Details
and form from Chris Swarbrook
(address: inside front over.)

31st - 2nd November 1997 21st Anni-
versary of the Comish Family History
Society. (See page 68 for details)

J1st January 1998. Guild Seminar
at Hastings, Sussex. Computers in
Genealogy with Workshops.

GUILD ANNUAL CONFERENCE

3rd-5th April 1998 is a weekend to
enter in your diary now. it’s the
Guild Annual Conference which
after this year’s success will again
be held at the Lime Trees Hotel,
Northampton. The Annual General
Meeting of the Guild will be on Sat-
urday, 4th April 1998.

BIG R 1997 Special Offer

The Guild is now taking orders for the
British Isles Genealogical Register 1997
Due to a special offer by FFHS Publica-
tions we are able to offer this micro-
fiche register of FFHS member socie-
ties’ members’ interests at a reduced
price of £15.00 inc P&.P for the whole
BIG R (18 fiches, nomally £20.00), or
£1.80 per county section (nomally
£3.00). Orders with payment to the
Guild Sales Officer, Ron Duckett, by
231d August 1997 (see inside cover).
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An appreciation of Ted Wildy 1925 - 1997

Marianne Philson

1925 at Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire. He died 27

April 1997 of asbestosis, in Takapuna, Auckland, New
Zealand. In 1934 his family moved to Woking, Surrey,
where they lived until he emigrated to New Zealand in
1970. He went to Allen House School and in 1938 to Marl-
berough College in Wiltshire. He then attended London
University gaining a B.Sc. (Engineering}, at the same time
doing fire watching duties during air raids.

In 1945 he joined the Royal Navy as a Midshipman (E).
Over the years he rose to the rank of Commander (E) and
served in many ships and shore establishments. In 1959-
1960 he was aboard HMS Leopard during an extensive
tour, showing the flag in many out of the way places in the
Atlantic and Indian Oceans including going 1.000 miles up
the Amazon river.

In 1970 he emigrated with his mother, for family reasons,
to New Zealand, where he was attached to the RNZ Navy
until his retirement. He had built, before they arrived, a
house in Browns Bay with a view of the sea and continued
his interest in boating. He owned a yacht, “Gigi” in the UK
in which he had many happy trips round the South Coast
and across the Channel to French potts. He owned a trailer
sailer in New Zealand, also named “Gigi”.

EDWARD (TED) ADAMS WILDY was bom 25 February

He had many other interests including water safety,
teaching children to swim. He built in his workshop a hun-
dred spinning wheels and since 1976 he had an increasing
interest in genealogy and computers. He was particularly
keen on producing a one-name study of the name WILDY
and its variants and also of his VAILE family.

However, what he will be most remembered for, wotld-
wide, will be his UK Marriage Witness Index started in
1988. it now has over 50,000 entries and still growing. This
will be continued in his memory by his good friend,
Marianne PHILSON of 3/5 Chartwell Avenue, Glenfield,
Auckland, New Zealand.

He will also be sadly missed in genealogical circles for his
expertise in Royal Naval research which will alse be carried
on by Marianne to the best of her ability, with the help of
his books.

A genial giant of a man, and a bachelor all his life, he had
a wide circle of friends and will be sorely missed by all
whose lives he touched.

Marianne Philson
Member No. 511
Auckland, New Zealand
4 May 1997

Characteristics of one-name studies

Ted Wildy

hat those researching one-name studies go about this

when compared with conventional genealogists. The
latter are taught to work from the known to the unknown
and this means that generally speaking they are always
searching for a particular individual record. “I am looking for
my great-great-grandmother Mary Anne So-And-50, who
was bomn in ...” is a frequent statement one hears. On the
other hand the ohe-namer collects information about every-
one who bears the specified sumarmne.

THF_RE, ARE A NUMBER OF DIFFERENCES jn the manner
t

Differences in methods of one-namers

This has a marked effect upon the way the genealogist
goes about researching records and recording data, For ex-
ample, the one-namer extracts a/f entres for that name in
the record he is searching and having done that he never
wants to return to that source again, because there will be
no more entries that interest him. Also the one-namer will
search records even though he has no evidence that his
“family” ever resided in that area. He does so because there
is a chance that somebody with Ais name may be in the
listings.

Recording the data

For the one-namer there is no simple way of recording his
data - no printed forms are published that are of any help.

| started by using 6'x 4" cards and arranging them alpha-
betically by christian name. Soon their number became un-
manageable and a computer was required. The data was
then recorded on a simple database program (PCFILE) with
the aim in mind of using the computer to help find and
solve relationship problems. Problems such as “Is there a
WILDY married to Mary ... in Staffordshire clica 18507",
Clearly the card system could not provide the answer to that
question. Alsc it was clear that none of the genealogy com-
puter programs could do so. Thus a straight database was
needed.

Family Trees

The aim of course is to produce family trees of the people
who have your name(s). Therefore the database must be
designed to assist this process. It must help identify persons
who belong to a particular family and must enable the ge-
nealogist to slot these persons into their correct places in
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the family tree. Also it must indicate which ancestors iisted
in the database still have to be linked to a family. | have
constructed some sixty-eight WILDY family trees and there
will be many more in due course. Over the years new in-
formation has enabled me to connect up some trees with
others.

In the course of the one-name study, one makes contact
with a considerable number of people of your name - ge-
nealogists who have a WILDY ancestor. This is most useful
as they can often fill out the WILDY family tree and provide
a great deal of information. You may wonder how to get in
touch with the genealogists - the method is as follows:

You note that one of your WILDYs has marred a
SNODGRASS in Timbuktu, so you look in the GRD for an
entry for SNODGRASS being researched in Timbuktu, an lo
and behold, you find your genealogist with a WILDY ances-
tor. OF course this only works for rare names |ike
SNODGRASS, but it works a fair treat.

The limit of one’s study

Like stamp or coin collecting, one must place a limit on
what you are going to collect or the study gets out of hand.
| decided long long ago that | would research only those
persons who had WILDY or a variant as a sumame, and the
children of persons with that name. | further resolved that |
would stop there. As regards variants of the name, even the
best resolutions tend to get pushed aside, but one must be
firm with oneself. The tendency to include WILDER and
WILDE has to be resisted, but you will find that over the
years more variants have to be accepted. This means going
back to the St. Catherine’s House Indexes a second time!

The genealogists that have WILDY ancestors, provide one
with family tress of their lines including many with names
that are strange to one. | accept these heaven sent loads of
data and put them on the family trees, but [ do not enter
them on the database.

The Database Format

There are two distinctly different ways of laying out a one-
name study database: (a) event based records or (b} person
based records.

(a) Event-based records

in this, each record concems one event be it a birth, mar-
rage, death or what have you. This means that for every
‘ancestor” you may have a number of records on your data-
base. If the one-name study has say 5,000 persons the da-
tabase may run to 25,000 records.

The format of the database may look something like this:

You may have additional fields for administrative purposes
such as a field for the 'Entry Date’, so that lists of new or
amended records can be produced. Other fields may cover
"Sources’, "Occupations’, etc.

The RIN number is the field that is filled in when the per-
son has been identified to a particular family tree and his
data has been entered into a PAF or other genealogy pro-
gram.

Clearly you will see that you may have some problems
with the multiple entres in this database particularly with
common christian names like John or Mary. | have over 250
John WILDYs and they are a headache with my 'Person-
based database’. An event-based database would have over
750 John WILDYs!

{b) Person-based database (abbreviated)
Each record In this format covers a// the events for a par-
ticular person:

Record Number 12345

Christian Names Edward Adams
Surname WILDY

Birth Date 25 Feb 1925

Birth Piace Bishop Storfford HRT
Marriage Date

Marriage Place

Spouse Name

Death Date

Death Place

Father Harold Adams WILDY
Mother Stephanie Vaile LITTLE
Ceeupation Naval Officer

etc., etc.

Family Tree 12

12345
25 Feb 1925

Record Number
Date of Event
Type of Event
Birth (coded 8 D M, etc.)

Place of Event Bishop Stortford HRT
Remarks 4 Windhill

Age 0

Surname WILDY

First Name Edward Adams

RIN No 0345

| actually have about 33 fields enabling me to enter all
information that actually helps identify persons for relation-
ship solving problems. They include BDM index references.
I use the 'Birth' fields for both births and baptisms and the
'‘Death’ fields for both deaths and burals. (Remember the
database is for problem solving not printing cut charts.)

The family tree humber acts in exactly the same way was
the RIN number does in the event based system - it tells the
genealogist that this person has been identified to a family
tree. '

The &'x 4" card system is retained as it is not possible to
enter on database all the information that cne collects - par-
ticularty doubtful, unchecked or suspect information - is best
entered in pencil on the card.

Entry format

Care must be taken to enter the information in the fields in
a manner that facilitates the problem solving process. For
example, it is best to enter dates YYYYMMMDD so that
sorting in chronological order is made easier. It just depends
on the ability of your database program to do the necessary
selection and calculation to meet your needs.

Problem Solving

The most frequent problem that the computer is asked to
solve goes something like this:
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{a) I have just found a John WILDY listed in ... as being a
haiter in London in 1810 and probabiy iiving in
Westminster. Which of the John WILDYs on the com-
puter could be this man?

or

There is a Charles WILDY listed as marrying a lady
named SMITH in Birmingham around 1840, Which is
he and do | have a record of offspring or parents for

him?

(b)

{(a) For every marriage in my one-name study, one part-
ner is a WILDY.

Once a source document has been searched then it
can be discarded as one will never want to look at it
again,

Most of the people one researches are of no known
relationship to the genealogist.

1 must have more than f'h]rhl genealogists with whom
| correspond, who have WILDY ancestors, and only
two or three of them are related to me.

The study takes on a very intemational aspect as one
finds persons with the name in more and more
countries. IVlll"le are in l:.nglanu Wales. Norrnem Ire-
land, the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Swit-
zerland, Gemmany, Barbados and probably many other
countries besides.

] If one’s research brings to light an interesting event or
person, such as a murderer or prime minister, one can
legitimately pursue this line of research with confi-
dence - whereas the conventional genealogist is
plagued with the concern that they might NOT be re-
lated to them. (I once incurred the anger of a con-
ventional genealogist, who on locking over my
shoulder at an Open Day, asked me whether the re-
cord on my computer screen was that of a relative of
mine, on learning he was no# she said, “How dare
you research someone eise’s famiiy!”)

If you have some grandparents with ultra common
sumames (I have Edith ADAMS and Fred LITTLE as
grandparents), one can conveniently decline to re-
search those lines and concentrate on the rarer sur-
names of your ancestry. | am pleased that | am never
seeking the records for SMITH or WILLIAMS!

(2)

The family trees

| construct the family tree sheets using a word processor,
as | like to be able to put in details against certain individu-
als that no genealogy program could provide. Furthermore
some individuals on the trees are well researched and more
interesting characters than others and deserve more space
devoted to them. The conventional drop line charts are so
cumbersome being very long, while the indented type de-
scendants charts produced by computer are not to my lik-
ing, as the eldest and youngest children of a maniage can
be separated by many pages devoted to the descendants of
other children of the marriage.

Supporting records

[ use a filing cabinet with folders numbered for each of the
68 family trees and supporting documents relating to each
tree are filed in the relevant folder, together with all corre-

spondence. | have a series of miscellaneous folders devoted
to particular subjects such as, wiils, photographs, BMDs, etc.
All my birth, marriage and death certificates are filed in a
series of plastic foolscap folders in order of computer refer-
ence number.

| have a pile of rough notebooks used when researching
at repositories. Each book Is given an identifying letter, the
pages being numbered and a list of contents being com-
piled in the front of each book.

Research data gathered and entered in a rough notebook
is transferred to the rnmpn‘fﬂr and the 6'x A" cards, Each

aal 1STIIEC P LE—

entry is annotated with the computer reference number and
family tree if appropriate.

L.arge sources

Some research sources are large {e.g. St. Catherine's
House Indexes, or the London Times Newspaper) and take

several months to search thoroughly. | keep a separate re-
cotding sheet to show how the search of each of these is
proceedmg marking off the years as the research proceeds
and providing a cross reference to the rough notebooks. The
important point here is that one needs to be able to go back
to the entry in the rough notebook in the event of any query

FRre

ansmg about the data.

Other sources of data

One rather sumprising source of simply wonderful data has
come via e-mail by means of the Fidonet Bulletin Board
system which is worldwide. The Fidonet system has a well
organised network of e-mail message areas which are re-
ceived by genealogists in many countries. After a few weeks
of using the system one gets to be known and other gene-
alogists leam that you are doing a one-name study and
keep and eye out for information for you. | have been
amazed at the willingness of other genealogists to search
their records and send a message when they find informa-
tion that they think might be of use.

If you are stuck in your research the Fidonet system per-
mits messages addressed to 'ALL’ - and these will be seen
and read by hundred of genealogists. Nearly every message
produces a reply from someone whe has an answer. [ can
strongly recommend fellow Guild members with computers
to instali a modem and get logged on to their nearest Fi-
donet bulletin board. To those readers who may think that |
am wilting about the Intermnet, let me assure readers that

Fidonet ic an amatayr organisation with minimal costs to 'H'\n
Risdir L Fa C\I[l“L‘.—ul U!a(il]l:ﬂluvll w¥LLLL 1 ER L= G e e

user. (My costs are approximately £10.00 per year plus a
local telephone call lasting about 3 minutes three times a
week.)

In conclusion | would be pleased to help any reader who
requires assistance with getting on to Fidonet, if they write
to me,

[The last paragraph has been left unedited as an iflustration
of Ted Wildy's generosity in helping other famjly historians.
All readers wifl share our sadness that he /s no fonger there
to help. The Editor.]

The Author:

The late E. A. Wildy
Member No. 1111
New Zealand.
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The 1881 Project - British Surname Distribution

Geoff Riggs

An edited and updated version of a paper submitted to the Guild Committee

from the British 1881 Census Index, Jack Blencowe’s
letter in the October 1996 Joumal posed the ques-

tion What comes next? He said that high on his list would
be a map showing geographical distribution, and asked
whether the Guild might consider a project to draw together
members’ studies. Eric Banwell in the January 1997 jouma/
fully supported that view and proposed that the Guild
should create a forum for discussion on the topic - as he
rightly said, if we all used the jowrmal to state our views, that
would only result in further correspondence and altemative
suggestions.

| therefore wrote my original paper as a catalyst, to cut out
lengthy debate by crystalising what is needed and achiev-
able through the methods which it identified. These meth-
ods are meaningful but simple to understand and employ.
So all members who can extract the relevant data will be
able to take part in what | believe will be the most exciting
project the Guild has ever undertaken.

| proposed to the Committee that there was an urgent
need:

AFTER YOU'VE FINISHED EXTRACTING YOUR DATA

® {0 agree oh standard formulae as definitive bench-marks
so that members can derive, from the 1881 census
data, measurements of the scale, frequency and distri-
bution within Great Britain of the sumame{s) being
studied;

® (o agree how a member's data should be presented
graphically in a standard way so that it can be compared
easily with data from other members;

e to make the results available for members and other
researchers in a special Guild publication with a title
such as British Sumame Distribution in 1881

Such a publication would effectively supersede the current
Atlas of British Surmames, by Lasker and Mascie-Taylor. This
broke new ground when published In 1990, but has since
been eclipsed by The Sumame Detective by Colin Rogers
(which refiects input from Eric Banwell) and The Surmames of
Wales by John 8. Sheila Rowlands, both being superb for
one-narmers.

I have volunteered to co-ordinate and input the data, for-
mat the resultant output and edit the constituent pages. I'm
pleased to say that, after considering my original paper, the
Committee have endorsed the Project, co-opted me to the
Committee as Project Leader, and agreed to establish a
Project Group to supervise its implementation. All we now
need to realise our ambition is the support of you, our fel-
low members, in submitting the results of your research, for
us to combine and publish as a prestige work in tribute to
that research and to the Guild itself.

A: COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
1. Counties or Registration Districts?

As far back as Guppy's original analysis of sumames, pub-
lished in 1890, their distribution has nomally been de-
scribed in terms of the counties in which they are mainly
found. The Guild's benchmaris for distribution are similarly
based on the pre-1974 geographical counties of Britain
(treating Yorkshire as one county, to remain consistent with
the 1881 indexes, and not splitting it into its three Ridings).
[f you have extracted your 1881 data, you may have already
established your count on this same basis.

In fact, as [ will demonstrate later in Section D, analysis by
Registration Districts (R.D.s) gives a much more accurate
picture of a surname’s distribution. But we must be realistic:
a significant number of members may find the work in-
volved in breaking down their data into R.D.s too onerous,
especially if they are studying a high/medium frequency
summame. There are additional reasons why the Project has
adopted a county basis:-

1. Distribution patterns can be simplified {(and are therefore
more easily recognisable) in terms of the 90 British
‘counties’ rather than 660 English 8. Welsh R.D.s

2. The areas of the counties are much larger on a map than
the areas of R.D.s, making it easier to see the values
depicted.

3. The public at large will be more familiar with countles
and can identify them more readily than R.D.s.

4. Itis consistent with the way in which the sections of the
underlying 1881 indexes were issued.

2. Collection from members and central analysis

The 1881 Census Indexes for England, Wales and Scotland
should be available on microfiche at your nearest LDS Family
History Centre (the 1881 Census retums for Ireland were
bumt in 1922 during the Civil War there). Having extracted
the data for the sumame you are studying, you will merely
need to complete a form by entering the number of people
with that sumame in each of the 90 'counties’ (this number
includes off-shore islands, Royal Navy and Miscellaneous).
This form will be distributed with the October Joumnal.

I have designed a computer spreadsheet (using Lotus 1-2-
3) containing all the relevant formulae and with the 1881
county populations inserted as constants (in absolute terms
and as percentages of the total), The spreadsheet will calcu-
late automatically, from the number of sumames within a
county on the input form, all the appropriate bench-mark
statistics. These are described in detail in Section B and in-

' Guppy H P The Homes of Family Names in Great Britain
(1890)
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clude for each county the percentage, frequency and density
of a sumame. Other formulae calculate automatically the
equivalent values for each country (England, Wales and
Scotiand) and calculate the Total Occurrences and the
Overall Frequency for Britain.

3. Consistency: Duplication of entries

| have found at least one instance of entries being in-
cluded in the Indexes twice, under two different counties,
the number of entries involved being almost 18,000 {certain
folios for Deptford St Paul indexed in both Kent and Surrey,
for which I recorded all occurrences of the names RIGG and
RIGGS as part of Surrey, but omitted them from Kent). There
may be other instances of duplicated entries (possibly where
a parish is part of a Registration District of another county).
This is why it is dangerous to do merely a count of sur-
names without regard to the underlying details.

If you copy aff the entry details, you should detect any in-
stances of duplication that affect you - please let me know if
you come across any further examples, so that we can con-
firm that the occurrences have been included in the correct
county. The existing sections are being consolidated into
the nationally sorted index to be published later this year,
which should result in duplicated entries being detected.
Even if you have already extracted your data, you may wish
to wait for the output from the national sort to check that it
is complete before submitting it.

4, Consistency: Transcription errors

There are also errors in the accuracy of the sumames tran-
scribed from the census, which is understandable given the
scale of the project and the quality of some of the retums.
Of the 1,041 entries | have extracted relating to RIGGS, for
example, you will only find 991 in the indexes with that
sumame - most of the others are wrongly transcribed or
enumerated as RIGG or BIGGS {but one family of RIGGS was
enumerated as RAGGS and the error compounded by being
transcribed as BAGGS). | may detect further errors as part of
my ongoing process of comparing the relevant entries to
the microfilms of the returns.

It is advisable with any index to use it enly as a finding aid
for the original entries. In this case | believe it's essential,
given the significant level of errors (over 5% for my own
sumame), but | realise it may be impractical for the larger
one-name studies. You may have detected errors yourself if
you've attempted to correlate your entries to those in other
census years, of to your civil registration birth data, through
record linkage {that’s how | detected the errors that I've
found).

Where you do detect errors, you should correct your data
to reflect the true occurrences, rather than rigidly reflecting
the transcriptions of the enumerated occurrences. Only in
this way can a true picture of the sumame’s distribution be
built up. There are twe provisos to this
1. You must be able to justify (i.e. prove the validity of) the

correction in every case;

2. You should advise details to me, as Project Leader, so
that I in tum can advise Mrs Susan Lumas, the 1881
Project Team contact person at the P.R.O.

She has agreed that | can act as a focal point on behalf of
the Guild to advise her of any transcription errors affecting
sumame or birthplace. In this way, they can be included in
the 'list of submitted erors' to be published from time to

time, as referred to in her article in the April 1997 Family
History News & Digest.

B: SCALE & DISTRIBUTION BENCHMARKS

It is emphasised that, although the Project Group will use
computers to analyse the data, members do not need to
have a computer to take part. The data to be submitted by
partcipating members is simply the number of occurrences
in the 1881 Census Indexes of their registered sumames in
each county of Britain, This will be submitted on a form and
in return members will receive the printed maps and tables
described in this article.

1. Total Occurrences & Overall Frequency

The first scale benchmark is the Jota/ Occurrences in Biit-
ain of a sumame in absolute terms, e.g. 54,290.

The second is the Overall frequency, referred to by John
and Sheila Rowlands as the 'percentage incidence’. This

Surname: Totat no: |
[RicG 2,551

lPercentage Distribution within counties

EEY TO COUNTY  NO. %GAGE
LLANCASHIRE 996 3%.80%
2.YORESHIRE 471 1B.50%
3.CUMBERLAND 302 11.8%
4. WESTMORLAND 209 §2%
5, Middlesex 32 32%
6. Cheshire 57 2204
7. Durham 51 2%
8. Lanarkshire 42  1.454
9. Surrey I3 L4%
ENGLAND 2,362 92.6%
SCOTLAND 179 7.0%
WALFES 9 0.484
OTHER 1 0.0%

Shetands

]

Jersay
fowice site)

Guernsey
(twice siza}

MAP 1

expresses the Total Oceurrences as a percentage of the total
British population in 1881. It is quoted to 2 significant fig-
ures of decimals and a maximum of 4 places, e.g. 0.0034%
- our brains can cope more easily with such a percentage
than a number of up to 6 digits. In this way it caters for sur-
names at both extremes of the frequency range, from high
to very low:
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SMITH 414,523 1.37% of population
DAVIES 188,274 0.62%

CARTER 54,290 0.18%

Jubnp 5,448 0.018%

RIGG 2,551 0.0086%
BLANKINSOP 23 0.0001%

(the figures for JUDD and BLANKINSOP are fictitious)

2. Numbers & Percentages by County

When analysing the distribution of a sumame by county,
we must be able to make comparisons with the distribution
pattems of other sumames and again cater for sumames at
both extremes of the frequency range.

To make this possible, the county distribution must be
quoted not only in absolute terms (the number in that
county) but also as Percentages of the Tota/ Occurrences for
Britain for the sumame concemed {in other words, whether
a county has 0.2% of the total, or 2%, or 20%). We can then
compare names of all frequencies in a consistent way.

Map 1 is an example of a Percentage Distribution Within
Counties map, using the sumame RIGG.

3. County Frequencies & Denslties

The Percentage Distribution map is useful to show the
spread of a sumame, but it won't necessarily identify a sur-
name's true epicentre, or epicentres if it has more than one
source location. Te do that, you need to express a sur-
name’s county distribution in terms of its refative density
within the county concemed, by relating the number of oc-
currences within a county to that county’s population (in
{881). You can then establish whether the number count is
greater or Jess than would be the case if the sumame had
been distributed evenly across the country.

The way to calculate a figure for the density of a sumame
for an area, irrespective of the size of its population, was
originally proposed by Eric Banwell and published in Colin
Rogers’ book 7he Sumame Detective. It can be restated as
follows; -

s Firstly, you calculate the ratio of the number of people
with the sumame in that area to the total number of
peopie with that sumame in Britain;

e Secondly, you calculate the ratio of the population of
that same area to the Total population of Britain;

e Dividing the first ratic by the second gives you the
density.

{But don't worry - the spreadsheet wilf do all this for you!)

For example, Middlesex had a population of some
3,000,000 (9.8% of the population of Britain) but only 82
people sumamed RIGG (3.2% of the 2,551 Total Occur-
rences), so its Density was 0.3, Put another way, if the sur-
name were evenly distributed (Density = 1), Middlesex
should have had 9.8% of the 2,551 people named RIGG,
i.e. 250, and only had 82, one third of the expected figure,
Conversely, Kircudbright with a mere 42,000 inhabitants
(0.14% of the total population) should have had 3 or 4
people named RIGG, but jts actual total of 21 is almost 6
times the expected amount (Density = 5.8). So, although it
only had a quarter of the number of RIGG that Middlesex
had, it had almost 20 times as many when related to popu-
lation sizes.

Once again, we must also use comparative benchmarks
for a surname’s distribution, by expressing county distribu-

tion in terms of Ffrequencies, or percentage incidences
{comparable to the Overall Frequency at national level).

Map 2 is an example of a frequencies and Denslties
Within Counties map, using the same sumame RIGG. The
table of "top counties' in Map 2 shows that, for each county.
its Frequency is directly proportional to its Density. This is
because, if for exampie the number of people with the same
sumame in a county is twice as much as it would have been
if the sumame was evenly distributed (Density = 2), then its
Frequency for that county must be twice as much as its
Overall Frequency for Britain as a whole

Britich Frequency:
0.0086%

Frequencies & Densities within counties

KEYTO COUNTY NO. FREQ/DENSITY
1. WESTMONLAND 204 0.33% 379
2. CUMBERLAND 382 0.12% 144
3. Eirkccudbright 21 0.050% 5.8
4. LANCASHIRE 9%6 0.02%%¢ 34
5, Sellirk § 0.023% 27
6. YORKSHIRE 471 MOL6% L9
7. Dumfries 12 8.016% L8
8. Stirding 17 D.015% 1.8
9. Ayrshire 23 D014 1.2

3 0.018%
57 a.0089% 1.0

16.Argyll
11.Cheshire

ENGLAND 2,362 3.8057%
SCOTLAND 17% 0.0848%
WALES 7 0.00865%
OTHER 1 0.0006%

[BRITAIN 2,551 4.0886%

Tables, such as the top 50 surnames within a county, are
usually expressed in terms of each sumame’s percentage
incidence; so this calculation will also help you to evaluate
the sumame you are studying in the context of these tables
at county level. For example, the sumame RIGG with a Fre-
quency of 0.33% in Westmorland is ranked 42 in the top 50
names for that county in 1881.

4. National Frequencies and Densities

The work of John and Sheila Rowlands and of others has
alreadly established the extent by which percentage inci-
dences of surhames differ between England and Wales, and
the differing varlances for sumames in Scotland has also
been proven without question. But, because significant
'cross-migration' had already occurred prior to the 1881
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census, it might be misleading to show separate distribution
maps for each country.

It is sufficient to quote the benchmark figures for the indi-
vidual countries in addition to the overali figures for Britain,
If a sumame has its possible epicentre in Wales or Scotland,
then this will be evident from the frequencies & Densities
within Counties map, and from the cormespondingly high
benchmark figures for the county or counties concemed.

5. High/Medium/Low Frequencies and Rare

A definition of the benchmarks that should be used to
categorize a surhame by its Freguency {i.e. as high, me-
dium, or low frequency, or rare) can only be finally agreed
by the Project Group after evaluating the Overall frequency
data for a number of sumames. But they can be defined ini-
tially very simply (bearing in mind that ail the top 50 sur-
names for England & Wales in 1853 had an Overall Fre-
quency of 0.18% or higher):

High Frequency 0.10% or greater (30,001 + people)
Medium Frequency 0.010%-0.099% (3,000-30,000);
Low Frequency 0.0010%-0.0099% (300-3000);
Rare 0.0001%-0.0009% (1-300)

6.-Main Counties for a Surname

The distribution of the sumame RIGG, as illustrated by
Maps | and 2, demonstrates the fact that the "Main Coun-
ties’ in terms of ‘number/percentage need not be the main
countles in terms of frequency/density. What's more, you
can get potentially misleading benchmark figures for the
Density where the population of an area is very small. With
my One-Name Study name of RIGGS:

1. in Clackmannanshire (which had a population of
25,700), a mere 3 occurrences are enough to produce a
density of 3.4;

2. only 4 occurrences in the Royal Navy (with a
‘population’ of 29,700) are encugh to produce a density
of 3.9

3. and in Ross and Cromarty (population 78,500} 6 occur-
rences produce a density of 2.2.

All three are 'high' density counties, yet their percentages
of Total Occurrences are only 0.3%, 0.4% and 0.6%. To cater
for this, a county must qualify under both sets of criteria to
be defined as a Main County for a sumame, i.e., it should
normally have both a high density and a high percentage
incidence or frequency, The Main County with the highest
density is referred to as the Primary County for the sumame
and the other Main Counties are referred to as Secondary
Counties. :

To be able to-apply the definition consistently to all ranges
of sumames, we must stipulate the qualifying levels as a
percentage of totaf and as a densify value, not as an overall
total or frequency value. What should the qualifying levels
be set at? A Main County must certainly have a Density of
at least 1 since the numbers present cannot be less than
average, and [ proposed it should be set initially at 2, and
that the level for Percentage of total (which is not so obvi-
ous) should be set at 5%. However, by the Project Group
can only confirm the precise |levels after analysing a number
of surnames with sufficient variety in the spread of their

distribution. Even with just the two sumames RIGG and
RIGGS, there are marked differences in the ’shape’ of the
spread of values, Indeed, with RIGG there is also inconsis-
tency between the leaders in the two tables (for densities
and for percentages), as we can see if we look at them
again:

MAIN COUNTIES DENSITY PERCENTAGE
FOR RIGG Rank Value Rank  Value
WESTMORLAND 1. 379 4. 8.2%
Cumberiand 2. 14.0 3. 11.8%
Lancashire 4, 34 1. 39.0%
Yorkshire (see below) 6. 1.9 2. 18.5%
Cheshire 11. 1.0 6. 2.2%
Kircudbright 3. 5.8 - 0.8&
Selkitk 5 2.7 - 02%
Dumfries 7 1.8 - 05
Stirding 8 1.8 - 0™
Ayrshire 9 1.2 - 0%
Argvil 10. 1.2 - 03%
Middiesex - 0.3 5 3.2%
Durham - o7 7. 2.0%
Lanarkshire - o5 8. 1.6%
Surrey - 0.3 9. 1.4%

In these tables, the Primary County is shown in BOLD
CAPITALS; Secondary Counties are shown in bold type
(those whose density is 2 or more and whose percentage is
5 or more, assuming the proposed criteria prove viable).
The counties /n /falfics are ranked amongst the top counties
in one of the tables, but cannot qualify as Main Counties
because their value in the other is less than either a density
of 1 or a percentage of 1%.

If we set the Density breakpoint at 2, this would eliminate
Yorkshire from the RIGG Main Counties because its Density
is 1.9. Yet it is ranked 2nd in the Percentage table with
18.5% (471 people) and, if it had been split into its three
Ridings, the West Riding wou/d have qualified as a Main
‘County” with a percentage of 15.1% and a density value of
2.1, so it's justifiable for Yorkshire to be included as a Main
County.

The Project Group will therefore exercise its discretion,
when assessing whether a county is to be termed a Main
County, if its density is border-line (value of 2) but its per-
centage is a very high value, and it otherwise seems justifi-
able. This should only arise in the case of the counties with
the largest populations: Lancashire, Yorkshire, Middiesex
and possibly Surrey, Kent or Staffordshire.

Part 2 of this article will desciibe how the Project Group
will produce the distribution maps from members’ data and
the format of the resultant publication. It will also cover
other ways to analyse 1881 Census Index data down to
Registration District and even parish level. The forms for
submission of data for the Project will be distributed with
the October foumnal,

The Author:

Geoff Riggs, Member No. 2408
Peacehaven, Badgers Meadow,
Pwllmeyric, Chepstow
Monmaouthshire NP6 6UE
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Trials and Tribulations of a County Representative

Chris Swarbrooke

teered to be a County Representative for the Guild, and,

as | lived in Hastings in East Sussex, this seémed a logi-
cal place to be the representative - but two years later | now
have my doubts, ,

Sussex is approximately 90 miles wide by 35 miles deep
{and I do say these figures are approximate) and is divided
into East and West, making it a very difficult county in which
to arrange meetings - especially as you have to finance
them from money raised within the county membership,

Being dead keen, [ immediately wrote to all 57 members
within the county, asking them for their views and opinions
on how they thought [ should function on their behalf, and
what could 1 do if anything to help them with their research.
Also [ asked them to please reply to my enquiry enclosing a
stamped addressed envelope, so that | could inform them of
the resulting opinions.

The initial mailing in May 1995 resulted in some 26 re-
plies but only 20 included a SAE, - which supposedly
meant that my next mailing should only be to those 20,
Those replies ranged from the very short and to the point
“Thank you for your lettet, | have no suggestions, [ offer a
stamp but [ do not expect a reply” to the little more infor-
mative “Thank you for your inftiative in witing to me, an
old member in years and length of membership, but ! have
nothing of importance to say. A sae js enclosed: don't
waste jt to apologise for not spelling my name correctly,
save it till you have something more important to tell me”
to the even more informative that were two or three pages
long and full of questions like - How do [ write a newslet-
ter?, what should 1 put in it?, what is the proper way to lay
out a pedigree?, what are the opening times of various Re-
cord Offices etc., etc., and topics for discussion if we ever
got round to helding a meeting. 1 also received an invita-
tion to attend an informal gathering of GOONs at a mem-
ber's house in Worthing which [ was happy to accept and
this eventually led to our first county gathering.

lT WAS AT THE 1995 AGM in Notftingham that [ volun-

First meeting

Thanks to the generosity of Member No 2216, Richard
Chilvers, and his good lady, who kindly offered their house
in West Sussex as the venue for the first County Meeting in
September 1995 (110 mile round trip for myself). A second
letter went out in August to all the 57 members informing
them of the proposed meeting. Twelve members attended
and were able to discuss various topics over a cup of tea
and a biscuit, and, as [ drove home | was thinking “Few in
numbers but not in enthusiasm” and “So far so good.”

The second mailing in August contained many points
raised at the earlier informal meeting, and was sent out,
mostly at my own expense, to all the Sussex Membeiship,
not just the 20 who sent s.a.e.’s, and resulted in 23 replies
but only 14 more s.a.e.’s - Should [ have seen the light and
stopped at this point? No, | was too geared up to let a little
thing like self addressed envelopes stop me.

Of the twelve members who attended that first meeting,
only one was researching in Sussex, so it was obvious that

some kind of co-operation in information/archive sharing
was needed and- the idea of a County Newsletter was
thought to be the best way to inform the others of the kind
of archives/information that were held personally and how
this could be made avallable to others.

The beginning of 1996 saw the first edition of "Sussex
Signpost” the County Magazine of the Sussex GOONSs,
written and published in A5 format, and sent to all members
in Sussex, whose number had grown to 60, regardless of
whether there was a SAE or not. The response was excellent
with several small donations and extra stamps being sent to
help finance the same, but, when all these were added they
did not cover the cost of production {20p per copy) and
postage - Ch yes | nearly forgot, there were only about a
dozen SAEs this time.

A number of hard copy lists of members personal archives
were included for future issues of the foumal, and indeed a
second edition was written, edited and published (70 copies
now} in May 1996 - but to date (January 1997) they still sit
in a box on my library shelf exactly as they came from the
printer because 1 just can not afford to send them.

Finances

The way that | see my position as a County Representative
is that | represent every member within my designated
county on behalf of the Guild, irrespective of how many
SAE's | get - and to do this properly each County Rep
should be given an amount pro rata on the number of
members he/she represents, say £1 per head per year.

How can { be a true County Rep when [ am only replying to
those who send SAE's?

Breaking down the figures of the Sussex Membership in
1995 - 1996, “A” members accounted for &, “B” was 27
and “C” was 22, and 2 listed without a category

.Locking at the replies to the initial mailing in May 1995,
the notification of the first meeting in August 1995 and the
posting of that first issue of the county magazine in January
1996, no less than 22 (38%) have never replied to any of
them, 23 (40%keplied to one of them and only 12 (22%)
replied to them all.

When examining the above figures against the length of
membership within the Guild, it would appear that the
longer you have been a member, the less likely you are to
to reply, as of the above 22 who did not reply to any letter,
no less than 15 (68%) joined before 1989, but on the other
hand, Five (42%) of the 12 who did reply to all mailings
came from within that same period and 14 (619%) of the 23
who replied to only one of the mallings also joined the
Guild, priot to 1989.

So, where do | go from here, and what must | do to en-
courage more members to respond to intemal communica-
tions? Perhaps the more leamed and experienced amongst
the readers of this fournal will advise me.

Mr C.G.Swarbrooke, Member No. 2293
Flat 3, Ensign Court, 96 Marina,
5t Leonards on Sea, East Sussex TN38 OXA
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Metherell
Beryl D. Metherell

undred years ago within the counties of Devon and

A Comwall in the Southwest of England, both as a place
name and a personal name.

Emigrants have carried the personal name to many coun-
tries, although it remains uncommon. The spelling variations
of today have evolved over the centuries. The earliest refer-
ences | have found were both in 1298, where MEDERHELLE
was the name of a tenement within the Manor of Sparkwell,
Staverton, Devon, and MEDDELHULLE appeared in the Ac-
counts of the Earldom of Comwall. Many of the earlier men-
tions that 1 have come across are recorded in the English
Place-Name Society’s published works covering Devon and
Comwali, transcribed by their members from ancient docu-
ments. The society considers the derivation of the name to
be from the Qld English MIDDEL HYLL for the modetn
MIDDLE HILL, a ,Bcugrapu iical location for a settlement,
some of whose inhabitants thus becoming, for example,
jehn de MIDDELHYLL, Other books on place names suggest
a derivation from Old Norse for a similar location but,
strangely and unfortunately for us, only one of the standard
works on personal names includes METHERELL, probably
due to lack of space for a family that has seldom been of
significant political or social importance, or existed in large
numbers in any country. The exception is the third edition of
A Dictionary of English Sumames by P. H. Reaney and R. M.
Wilson, published by the Oxford University Press, in 1995,

There are three sites in Devon and one in Comwall that are
particularly relevant when examining the history of the
name and it is interesting to see the changes in spelling that

e N -
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THE NAME AND ITS VARIANTS originated over seven
h

Site |  Neolithic hut circles on a Dartmoor farm near Chag-
ford, Devon - MEDDERHULL 1327, MIDDELHULL
1330, MIDDERHULL 1333, METHERELL 1840,
METHERAL 1912 and METHERALL on the current
Ordnance Survey map. In addition to the buildings
on the site of the farm of METHERALL, several fea-
tures shown on large scale walking maps of the area
bear the name, including METHERAL(L) Down, Tor,
Brook, Marsh, Ford, Hole and Gate.

Several farms near Bratton Clovelly, Devon -
MIDDELHULL(E) 1302, 1333, 1351, MIDDLEHILL

1377-14A51 METHEREIT 1722 and today
,
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Site [l

A tenement near Staverton, Devon - MEDERHELLE
1298, "“a close called MYDDELHYLL", 1552,
METHERALL 1806, METHERELL Meadow 1973,

Site 11l

Site IV A village near Callington, Comwall - MIDDYLHILLE
1327, five variations recorded in the Caption of Sei-
sin of the Duchy of Comwall in 1337, i.e.
MIDDELHILL, MIDDELHULL, MIDDEHILL,
MIDDULHULL, and MIDDELHILLE. MIDDELHILL in
1338 and METHERALL by 1826. The census enu-
merator used both METHERALL and METHERILL in
1861. Today it is called METHERELL. The

MEDDELHULLE that | mentioned in the first para-
graph is almost certainly Site IV, which was part of

the Manor OI' l...alSIOC.K one of the seventeen ancient
manots of the Duchy of Comwall.

By 1327 a Julianna MIDDYLHILLE had taken her personal
name from her Comish home and the Lay Subsidy Roll of
1332 for Devon had recorded Robert de MIDDELHULLE of
Bratton Clovelly, Richard and John MIDDERHULL of Spark-
well, Staverton, and Alice de MIDDERHULL of South Tawton
being assessed for tax. Robert METHERHILL held land in
Staverton, Devon, in 1475, John METHERELL is named in
the Lay Subsidy Rolls of 1524 for Staverton, Devon, and
Richard METHERELL is in the same Roll for Brixham, Devon.
These are the earliest records of which | know that show
one of the modem spelling variations, however, it is possi-
DIC mat the cna.ngc was made Dy a transcriber. I have not
been able to see the original manuscripts.

The more common variants today are METHEREL(L),
MEATHEREL(L) AND MEATHREL(L}, any of these having the
last “E” substituted by an “A” and, rarely, METHREL(L).
However, connections have not been found with
MITHERALL or MOTHERALL, these appearing to have origi-
nated from Continental Europe and Ireland, or with
WETHERALL, and its varants starting with “W”, which are
said to have originated from Wetheral, a village in the north
of England in the county of Cumberland. Reaney and Wilson
give MITHERALL as a variant of METHERELL, but | have only
found it associated with our family name as an occaslonal
mis-speliing rather than as a perrnanent variant. Todays

RACATIIEDETIL & nv d RATTLIDDATIT o N W TN ——
IVILALNLALLLS allU IVILITILNALLDY Il.d.Vc & CoOmimon llClll&&C

with METHERELLs and the other variants; their earlier vital
records, such as baptisms, marriages and burials, were often
written down by priests and parish clerks who were only
semi-literate, and signed with an “x” by completely illiterate
working men and women. Census takers, immigration offi-
cers and other officials tried to decipher names and rough
accents, with which they were unfamiliar in many cases, and
then wrote down what they thought was the correct spell-
ing for people who were unable to check what was written .
As examples, | have found seven vanations in spelling for
one family in a single parish register in England, including
changes within one page, and two different spellings for a
husband and wife on the opposite sides of the same grave-

stone in a Canadian churchyard.

There are records of people bearing the name living,
working, going to law, paying taxes and mustering for war
throughout the years from the 14th century in England.
Usually the men have been farmers or farm labourers, black-
smiths and miilers, with miners becoming more numerous
as agricultural conditions changed. This reflected the basic
economy of the south-westemn peninsufa of England, which
was precdominantly agricultural in the lush green lowland,
with mining of metallic ores for tin, copper, silver, etc. in the
ancient rock of the high moors. There was fshing around
the rugged coastline, but the sea did not seem to attract our

forbears to any great extent.
The early and middie 1800s saw an exodus of some ME-
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THERELLs to Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the United
States and South Affica, as well as a more extensive disper-
sal to other parts of England. This was the result of poor
wages and working conditions in the traditional jobs and
they joined other emigrants from impoverished areas in
search of a better life. Many that remained, were, by then,
the tenants or owners of prosperous farms or businesses
and thus it was the miners, labourers and artisans that
tended to leave, or the younger sons and daughters who
would not inherit land.

My interest derived from my having married Gerald
(Gerry) Llewellin METHERELL and becoming absorbed in
what was then an uncommon sumame to me. His family
originated from Devon and, during my researches over forty
years, | have found very few METHERELLs whose family tree
does not have its roots in Devon or Comwall.

My early efforts were confined to Gerry's ancestors, whom

[ have since verified through the direct male line to about
1541, beyond which point it seemns unlikely that 1 will ever
uncover provable relationships. During this research period
many other METHERELLs were noted in case they would
subsequently fit into our histery. | now have many thou-
sands of references on file, the collection continuing to grow
with certificates, photographs, wills, trees and ephemera
from correspondents throughout the countries to which the
METHERELL ctan has scattered.

Our retirement has taken me away from the record offices
of our home country, but my personal files, upon which my
hobby is based, remain with me and 1 am almost always
able to assist other people with their researches,

[Mrs Beryi D. Metherell, Member No. 332
22918 fenny Drive, Sugar Land,
IX 77479-1613, USA

R TR

Chapman Codes R.I.P. 1987

David Abbott

alogy that the Chapman Codes are obsolete. They are

extinct, passed over, defunct, and have been for almost a
decade. Who says thjs? Only the British Standards Institu-
tion by publishing BS6879:1987 “British Standard specifica-
tion for Codes for the representation of counties and similar
areas”. Undil this Standard was issued, there was no na-
tionally agreed system of county or region abbreviations,
even though shorter versions were colloquially used, and no
doubt were since place names were first recorded in manu-
scripts.

Even in earliest times there would always have been a
need to differentiate between two or more identically
named places; Ashford, Hatfield and Newport are just a few
that spring to mind. Also, many scribes would shorten any
word to avoid a few extra pen strokes. For example, looking
at first names, when so little is gained by writing Thos. in-
stead of Thomas, | would hardly expect either Caemarvon-
shire or Cammarthenshire to be written in full.

Of course the Industrial Revolution caused a certain
amount of standardisation in the 19th century, if only from
increased mobility, but this was not nationally agreed. The
Post Office developed a county abbreviation system; Regis-
trars used what they thought was a system, but not centrally
organised (with a significant number preferring single Initials
where possible); Census Enumerators on the retums just did
what they thought best; the Civil Service used a mixture of
Post Office abbreviations and minimum tettering and the
general public used all or none of the above.

So we come to more modemn times and the need for a
universal standardised coding system: a common format
demanded by the increasing use of computers, By the
1980s, apart from the Post Office, two systems were in
general use: three-letter Chapman County Codes and the
four-digit codes produced by the Department of the Envi-
ronment. These were to form the basis for the new standard.
As usual, a committee was set up. It was called Technical
Committee DOT/11. Surprisingly, amongst those Invited to
be part of this committee were people who knew what they

IT IS ONE OF THE LEAST KNOWN FACTS in Biitish gene-

were talking about. Of relevance to us, they included the
English Place Name Society, the Federation of Family History
Societies and the Society of Genealogists.

Three principles were foremost. Firstly, to give a visual or
phonetic association with the name; secondly, to avoid the
letters | and O as the third alpha digit where possible in or-
der to prevent confusion with postcodes (which do not fol-
low county boundaries); and lastly, with the new two-alpha
codes (which most of us will not be concemed with - they
only cover current counties) to avoid confusion by not using
identical letter combinations as postcodes. The outcome
was the British Standard that is to be part of an intemational
standard under the ISO.

Are there many changes? Not really, CHI becomes CHA;
LEI, LEC; LEX, LAS; OKI, ORK; SAL, SHR; SHI, ZET; the Istes

-of Scilly added as 10S, and Forfarshire separated from Angus

as FOR.

Is the Standard widely used? Not when you start looking.
For example, the Genealogical Research Directory provides a
list of approved codes for input - the old Chapman ones.
Even the Federation of Family History Societies on its British
Isles Genealogical Register 1997 gives the old codes
(stating “Use No Others”) - and they were represented on
the committee that drew up the Standard!

Being a trained engineer, the importance of standards,
especially intemnational ones, is close to my heart, thus I can
deo no other than use the new (ten year old) standard. |
might be one of the few, but hopefully others will catch on
to it in the future.

If any members want a copy of these codes, | will send
(on receipt of a s.a.e.) a paper printout of the BS codes, or a
comma delimited {CSV) and DBF fite if a 3 1/2” disk is sup-
plied. Alternatively e-mail me and | can send the CSV/DBF
file that way { £-maf/: 100014,2373@Compuserve.com).

Mr David A, P. Abbott, Member No. 2005
57 Leaf Road, Houghton Regis, Dunstable,
Bedfordshire LU5S 5]G
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| etters

Paimer's Index to “The
Times”

Perhaps [ am a little slow with modem
technology, but did I miss someone
telling me that Palmer’s Index to The
Times had been put on CD-ROM,
copyright 19947 I've never found the
original Index of any practical value as,
being arranged in yearly quarters and
then indexed for an immense amount
of subjects before names begin to ap-
pear, it has been difficult to access
successfully. 've only ever found in-
formation when | known where to look
specifically, or I had a reasonable
chance of success in a limited search.
However, a CD-ROM does it all for
you. The Index covers the period
1790-1905 and all you have to do is to
type in the key search word, in my
case SHRIMPTON and printout the en-
fries which occur in this period under
date, page, column, heading and
name. If only everything was this easy.
Most of my entries came under head-
ings such as Civil Actions (10), Bank-
ruptcies (21), Criminal Trials (10), Po-
lice {13}, and Letters to The Times (5).
I've enjoyed following up the 70 en-
tries at the British Library Newspaper
section at Colindale, although since
The Iimes is on microfilm, it should be
possible to track it down in other
places, as should the CD-ROM, which |
used in the Bodleian Library.

S5th November 1872

Drowned - During the past week several
fatal accidents occurred on the Thames
owing principally to the rough weather.
The most serious one happened last
Thursday morning. A large barge laden
with baulks of mahogany, which it had
brought from Rotherhithe, had preceded
up the river as far as Battersea Reach and,
when nearing the Pimlico-pier was caught
in a heavy squall. She was low in the wa-
ter, and the waves washed over her. The
captain of a Citizen steamer saw the dan-
ger the barge was in, but before he could
get along-side and take off two men in her
she sank. A police galley came up, and its
occupants succeeded in rescuing one man:
but the other poor fellow, James Shrimp-
ton, aged 58, of Rotherhithe, was
drowned. His body has not yet been re-
covered.

Most of the entries were quite short,
stuck in the later pages in insignificant
columns, but carrying exceedingly
useful information that | hadn't previ-
ously gleaned.

If the Thames ever gave up James’
body, then it went as unidentified in
the registration index, because no
death was registered for him. With this
shippet of information from The IImes
and others that went with it, new ave-
nues of research were opened up,
mainly of the criminal variety, and
some small mysteries solved. All this
for the few seconds it took me te
search and printout from the CD-ROM
{ignoring the three days it has taken
me to work my way through the en-
tries in The Times at the British Library,
but that was far from a thankless task,
since success was assured.

| have alsc recently purchased the
first of five CD-ROM discs in the series
Biography Database 1680-1830 pub-
lished by Avero Publications, 20 Great
North Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The
price is steep at £91.38 but it contains
900,000 personal names and informa-
tion from UK directoriers, book sub-
scription lists, the Gentleman's Maga-
zine 1730-1750, apprenticeship lists of
the Stationers’ Company 1701-1800,
etc. Perhaps anyone who has knowl-
edge of other useful material on CD-
ROM might like to tell us about it.

Ms Valda Shimpton

Member No. 1533

143A Grosvenor Road, Langley Vale,
£psom Downs, Surrey KT18 6fF

Some thoughts on computers

May I contribute some thoughts to the
debate on computers for one-name
studies?

| started researching my family some
four years ago and was lucky enough
to have a major part of a family tree
already available to me. Therefore [ set
myself the preliminary task of compil-
ing all that | knew from existing rec-
ords into a database. This database was
to be merely a repository for informa-
tion and whilst not expanding the
number of fields completely at will, |
ended up with a fair number.

Meanwhile, my primary objective
was to put everyone 1 knew of into a

family tree, the sort with boxes and
lines joining father to son.

Then there was a categoty of infor-
mation that would not fit into the data-
base and was not relevant to the above
type of family tree. This category in-
cluded some tombstone information
and some census information. This in-
creased further with random informa-
tion from people who very kindly
wrote to me about relatives. So | cre-
ated a “card file” for this.

These three files were all on my
compitter - a database file containing
data about peopte, a graphics file con-
taining the family tree and a card file
containing other largely uncategorised
information, These served me well for
quite a long time, but | grew restless
and wanted to streamline my data en-
try, for [ was then entering data into
the database and on to the family tree,
making a double data entry with dou-
ble the risk of error. Also often some of
the information was also going into a
card file creating a treble risk of error.
So | thought | needed a family tree
package that would reduce the entry
tasks to one or, at the most, two and
decided to buy Famity Tree Maker
{FTM) which no doubt is a very good
package. However, it was not long
before | realised its limitations for a
one-namer.

I had not realised before how much |
used the database as a searching tool.
To search in FTM is realistically not
possible, so it was not long before |
was beginning to update my database
again, in order that | could use it to
interrogate, Beside which, FTM wouid
not print out my tree as it is too big.
Therefore, before | took any more
wrong turns, | took stock of my re-
quirements and the computing power
necessary to satisfy them.

As a one-namer, my main recuire-
ment is to make connections, that is,
to search. My second aim is to leam
about my relatives (the old card file)
and iast and by no means least is my
wish to create a visual family tree. In-
deed, the first two requirements are of
similar importance to me now and 1
think | have found a solution to auto-
mating the recording of this data.

My daughter was telling me about
the latest database packages and
casually mentioned their capabilities to
include not only lengthy texts but also
pictures, so here was a single com-
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puter package that would not only al-
low me to search, but alsc would en-
able me to keep all the information
about an individual together in a single
file. A file that could be sorted so that
it couid be interrogated every way |
wished. This resulted in my purchase of
Lotus Approach which has enabled me
to create a screen for each person
documenting his or her name, dates,
locations, etc., ffom my personal in-
formation database. This section in-
cludes any textual information { may
have which can be extended to a
whole page on its own, but with addi-
tional windows on the screen will also
display other information from the
same or other databases. For example |
have one window that displays the
person’s children, be they one or ten in
number, while another window lists
wives and another siblings. A final
window lists all the miscellaneous
pieces of information | have gathered
about the person, from the IGl, cen-
suses, parish registers and the St
Catherine’s House Indices. Thus in one
screen | can see all the information |
have about a person. How that helps
me when | am trying to identify yet
another John Whittlestone!

The information on the main screen
and the various windows relating to
offspring, siblings and spouses is all
contained in a single database which
has only one record per person. The
other window comes from a second
database that | have created with as
many records for each person as | have
pieces of information, This screen also
includes a picture where | have one, so
it makes an attractive printed page as
well.

| did at one point print out my whole
family tree but it went right round my
room with some to spare. Now | have
now reduced it using GSP’s Family
Tree. This is not a suitable tool for
searching, but is very fexible for print-
ing out trees. | combine spouses in
onhe box and only include people who
perpetuated the family name; eventu-
ally I shall show everyone in separate
sub-trees for family units.

So | have come full circle. | started
with an elementary database and a
simple card file and have ended up
with the same but in one package. This
has reduced data entry to a minimum
and | can display all the infermation on
any one person on a single page. Also
[ can readily search all references to a
name in one location and jump to view
other data about each mention. This is
an ideal system for a one-namer.

Mr David | Whittlestone
Member No. 2343
Berryfleld, 96 Church Lane,
Backwell, Bristol BS19 3jW

Popular months for dying?

Ask any genealogist which the most
popular month in which to die and the
teply will usually be January. So re-
cently | set myself the task of support-
ing this theory with statistics covering
the last 160 years from the Green-
woods in my collection.

| have now discovered that the most
popular months in descending order
are January, December and November.
5% of those who die in January die on
New Year's Day and 6% of those who
die in December die on Christmas Day.

Perhaps naturally, | found that
August is the month in which one is
least likely to die.

Mr A Alexander Greenwood
Member No. 711

RRI, Box 40 Madrona Drive,
Nanoose Bay, B.C., VOR 2R0, Canada

Mr Smallshaw’s name
identification

As a consequence of Mr Smallshaw’s
list in the January 1997 joumal, | have
re-read the original letter and subse-
quent correspondence, | must say |
have simiiar misgivings and reserva-
tions on the methods adopted as have
other correspondents.

It seems to me that first one needs to
specify the objectives of the exercise
and then to validate the method of
achieving them. As | see it ah attempt
is being made to produce a figure for a
family which couid be placed in con-
junction with others to indicate, by
comparison, which are the most/least
numerous. Additionally by association
of the name of the county which fea-
tures most often in the data used to
produce this figure, the main county of
location of a family can be identified.

So far as the figure produced by Mr
Smallshaw’s method is concemed, it
represents a crude sampling of the to-
tal population respecting a famiiy.
There are rules for sampling methods,
and the size of samples depends upon
the percentage accuracy that is re-
quired. It is further required that like be
compared/associated with like to ob-
tain realistic results.

In absolute terns, | cannot accept
that a straight average of two widely
separated years can provide that de-
gree of realism or accuracy. It is also a
fact that in this case, like is not being
associated with like, in that in a year
towards the end of the 19th century
families would have been at their larg-
est with progress of the industrial
revolution and its attendant opportuni-
ties. One hundred years, improved
communications, family planning and
two wotld wars later, families were
reduced in numbers and dispersed
throughout the world, An average of
births in the two years would not be
representative of either year.

As regards the listing of the county
most often to be found in the data
used for the calculation, | fail to see
what relevance this has, as it cannot be
related to either of the years or any
year in between. | would prefer any
reference to county to be jinked to the
situation towards the end of the 19th
century and go along with the sugges-
tion of taking a ten year period and
drawing conclusions from the county
most recorded then.

In comparative terms, the statistic
produced by Mr Smallshaw’s method
has more going for it. | have known
rule of thumb indices to be as useful as
more mathematically contrived statis-
tics in determination of a “yardstick”.
On the assumption that all families
have been equally affected by the
changes over the years, a figure de-
rived in this manner is as good as any
other for comparing families on a size
basis. this accepts the impetfection of
the “average”, and | believe it to be
the objective intended to be achieved.

I would rather it had been derived
from the 1870 year alone, or an aver-
age of a number of years around that
time.

As for the county identified, T should
also prefer to see births during the pe-
riod from the beginning of the records
of a family up to 1800. This would
surely be more meaningful as, in most
cases, it should show the county of
origin of a particular family.

In the one-name study with which 1
am associated - Fewings, with seven
exceptions, the whole of the births in
that period were in Devon, virtually
100%. In 1870 the figure was 70% and
in 1970 0%. The total births in 1870
were 20 and in 1970 it was 1. In view
of this, [ submit Fewings /71 Devon for
inclusion in the table,

Having said all this. | commend Mr
Smallshaw for his initiative in bringing
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up the subject and starting the ball
rolling, and support him to the extent
that the figures are used comparatively
and subject to any preferred improve-
ments which can be agreed.

MrA. D. W. Atkins
Member No. 1670

81 The Marles, Exmouth,
East Devon EX8 4NU

Name identification - the
need for a statistical model

{ would like to comment on three let-
ters in the Janhuary 1997 Joumal.

Ronald Smaltshaw is still urging
members to send him details for
“Name ldentification” hoping to be
“flooded by a thousand replies or
more”. Perhaps a large number of
members have not submitted figures
because they are as meaningless as
mine:-

Grut 1 London (more properly half)

If | move the exercise ten years in
either direction the answer is exactiy
the same because one Grutt family
{and 1 have never found a record that
shows this is really a variant of Grut)
produced children in London from
1860 to 1880.

Carrying out the same exercise on
the birth records for Guemsey [ get the
same result. Whichever hundred year
gap [ choose, | get [ St Peter Port.
However, this s a much more signifi-
cant figure, since the population of
Guemsey is so much smaller than that
of England and Wales.

[ can also calculate a figure for Victo-
ria, Australia, and New Zealand.

If someone would care to work out :-
1) the relative accuracy of the different
records for each of the countries in
which members are researching, 2) a
calculation to equalise the records by
their various populations, then we
might have a model for name identifi-
cation!

Referring to another letter | should
like to raise an objection to making the
1881 Census Index into a new “sacred
cow”. | spent hours writing transcrip-~
tions myself, so | know the amount of
hard work that went into it, but the
transcription can only be as good as
the original. With a sumame as univetr-
sally unknown as Grut it is easily tran-
scribed incorrectly, but how a Gent
farnily was transcribed as Grut in a
Nottinghamshire village full of other
Gent Families | do not understand.

I have extracted all references to
Grut(t) - altogether there were ten re-
corded as Grut of whom three were
really Gent, five were Grut, two were
unmatched from the GRO Indexes, etc.
{no expected Gruts were missing).
Thetre were 15 recorded Grutts of
whom one was a Grutt, the remaining
17 being unmatched and one definite
Grutt was recorded as Groutt. (At least
8 expected Grutts were missing, pre-
sumably wrongly recorded or illegible.)

Maurice Lauder described a problem
| have had, but in the opposite direc-
tion. In general, for all sumames | am
interested in, both at St Catherine’s
House and in parish registers, | have
found more family members being
bom than dying. My study of the Grut
famity gives a ratio of 10 births to 7
deaths (the male/female ratio being
50:50). Did they all emigrate or just
change their name to Lauder?

Ms V. | Robinson

Member No. 1791

4 Burmarsh, Sutton St Nicholas,
Hereford HRI 38W.

How common is your sur-
name?

The article by Jess Jephcott, whilst
flawed because of a comparison of
GRO records (1838-1851) with Phone
Books (1992), must surely become the
subject of a major discussion amongst
Guild members.

| seem teo recall that Eric Banwell
produced the “Top 50” as listed in
1853 for the 16th Annual Report of the
Registrar General, which gave the
same names in a slightly different or-
der.

Believe it or not, the ONS (Cffice of
MNational Statistics) have no such mod-
em list, nor have they anything in the
research pipeline, although they have
completed a forenames list.

There are now FIVE of the “Top 50"
surnames registered with the Guild:

21. THOMPSON
25, HILL

33. MARITIN
36. MORGAN
37. KING

and it seems certain that this special
category will increase in number, with
its own special problems.

Only the MARTINs and the MOR-
GANs seem to have formed one-name
societies, which is the only way such a

vast project can even be attempted
under the conditions imposed.

This begs the question whether the
“Top 50" should be placed in a special
Guild Category. Most registered names
are for very small groups or are variants
of much larger names.

Having been a member of the Guild
since 1993, | can recall only six appli-
cations for information, which surely
indicates that the Guild has failed to
deliver objective No. 6 "to secure the
widest possible public awareness of
one-name studies”. Can we not per-
suade our Treasurer to spend money
on advertising the registered names -
Internet Is not enough.

Mr David Morgan, Chairman of the
Morgan Society Intemational
Member No. 2180

11 Arden Drive, Dorridge, Solihull,
West Midjands B93 8LP

What is expected of a one-
namer?

In the Joumal of April 1997 1 read with
interest the letters from Peter Gillard {f
did it my way) and Dr E. |. Wilson

{ What /s expected of the one-namer?)

Each appears to have developed a
research system to suit his particular
interests within normal domestic con-
straints and that in my opinion is what
we should all do, and no more should
be expected of us, since family re-
search is a hobby and not a life sen-
tence unless one chooses to make it
so.

My experience has been similar.
Since | started family research after my
retirement twenty years ago, | have
been fascinated by the construction of
Grier and connected sumame family
groups presented in the form of drop-
line charts, since I find these are the
clearest and most concise way to rec-
ord vital data for a family group. All my
charts are on A4 paper for convenience
of printing and filing. Each chart is
headed with a sumame and number
and can be connected to any other
chart necessary to expand a family
group by noting and referring to the
chart numbers. The charts are filed in
surmame then in geographical groups
to assist finding the right place to add
new data to existing charts or to con-
nect new to existing charts. The system
is open ended and may be extended
indefinitely.

To ald the construction of family
groups from vital data a database is
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used. A sample is shown of part of one
made from the 1984 IGI for the county
of Kirkcudbright, with the given names
of the Father/Husband entered in al-
phabetical order. The information can
readily be sorted on computer in many
different ways to reveal possible rela-
tionships. Census and other data can
be entered and used similarly.

[ use Personal Ancestral File software
and find it excellant, easy to use and
almost foolproof for entering data, with
automatic allocation of personal identi-
fication numbers to individuals, so itis
almost impossible to accidentally enter
ln eror U]E sdme ll"lCllVlCluEll a SECOHQ
time. Unfortunately, it does not pro-
duce drop-line charts and | am going
to try Pafmate which gives Ancestors’
and Descendants’ charts using the ex-
isting PAF data files. To obtain the
more elegant drop-line charts it would
be necessary to use different software
which would require the re-entry of all
vital data with possibly a new set of
personal identification numbers and |
doubt if I have that much time left to
me.

| guess | am like most family re-
searchers: [ know C]l_Jer a lot about a
few male forbears, a lot less about a
few female forbears, and practically
nothing about all the others. If | am
spared [ hope to preserve what I know

F srar Farendl Y il e &

OF CGUt lﬂlllily lliJLUly lll a4 WC\_Y’ Simiai I.U
that used by Hugh Disney in his
splendid book The Disneys of Staban-
non which is a fine exampie of how a
family history may be recorded in a
clear and entertaining manner,

Mrf C Grer

Member No. 504

10a Caimeyhili Road, Crossford,
Dunfermliine KY12 8NZ,

Examples of a registered

L ST R PP ey
llalllc IVUriu YuLaiuc Uil

documents

Although as Guild members we are
required to collect a/f references to our
registered names whether or not they
are used as a personal surname, there
have been few references to this in the
Joumal. Also most articles refer to
specific documents and rarely are other

sources, for example street names,
memorial cards (in this case “funeral
silks”) mentioned. | hope in this letter
to redress this situation.

. My first example of a non-
documentary reference to the SALVIN
name is an extract from an article that I
wrote for a local paper,

At the north end of Main Street,
Cropwell Bishop, Nottinghamshire, is
an area of modem housing with the
name Salvin Close. This replaced an
area of terraced cottages called Salvin
Row. In the early days of this century,
my mother used to collect rents from
the occupants of these cottages for her
grandfather, David Salvin, who had an
enviable reputation as a local builder.

Bavid Salvin, bomn 1830, married
Sarah (nee Maule) in 1853 - they
celebrated their diamond wedding in
1913. His mother, Frances Salvin was
©5 when she died, and was reported,
in the local newspaper at the time, as
Cropwell’s oldest inhabitant “hale and
hearty until the day of her death”

Tu

Loving Pewury In
of Vovigg Memory

s N of .
n....r.,t.r..ﬂi , © Pabad Salbin, |

BAVIE 5ALVEX. K ;
- Who passed awav al :

Who possed away at
Cropwall Bishap,
April Bih, 1916,

1N IER B3t YEaR;

Cropwell Bighen. I

Fehruary i4th, 1914, !

% M8 amb YEKW.
WE UNITED.

“Uofil the day break, ang | | i
the shadows flee awap,* |
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The last Salvin to be associated with
Cropwell Bishop was Jack Salvin, one
of David's sons, who once owned a
shop in Lenton and farms, including
Manor Farm at the east end of the vil-
lage. He and his wife were buried in
the local churchyard..

Also a relative saw a Salvins Cot-
tage in Alston Cumbria. Later [ found
out that twin brothers, Hugh and Jef-

frey Salvin had lived there and are
commemorated on tablets in the
church. Hugh, the vicar at Alston died
September 28th 1852 aged 79, and
Jeffrey, one time a captain in the 4th
Regiment Infantry Indian Amy, died
November 29th, 1850, aged 77.

A further non-documentary source
is that of “funeral silks”, the illustration
being of the funeral silks of David
Salvin and his wife Sarah, mentioned
above,

Funeral silks were distributed after
the committal of a famity member or
close relative to those who had sent
black edged cards and/or wreaths, as a
way of thanking the sympathisers, who
then treasured thern as a more perma-
nent way of remembrance, They were
often framed and hung on cottage
walls in the "best room” parlours.
Many hung in this way faded, but for-
tunately my mother wrapped hers in
tissue paper and so the purple colour is
still intact, This custom seems to have
been iocal to some villages in the East
Midlands and lasted for a fairly short
time in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

Mr Sidney Smith, Member No. 2354
93 Coniston Avenue, Knottend on Sea,
Poulton-le-Fvide, Lancashire FY6 ODR

What the...?

The ancestors of one of my Tupmans
were impossible to trace until I wrote
to him and discovered that he was the
illegitimate son of a young Irish girl,
who had come to London, had the
baby, and left it in an orphanage.
Those in charge at the orphanage
named their babies by selecting at ran-
dom from books in their library. In this
case they chose Pickwick Papers, and
the child was named after Tracy Tup-

narm ama Aaf tha naain crharactare
INieu s, G O IC 1hiaull el ai sl s,

Dickens had originally named his
character after one of our family, so [
guess this completed the circle.

Alan Tupman Member No. 2013,
26 Radway Close, Church Hill North,
Redditch, B98 8RZ )

Email: ATupman@aol.com
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Extract from Eling PR. Reproduced with permission of Hants Record Office.

Celebrating four hundred
years of ancestry

ON MAY 3rd 1596 my 10 x great-
grandparents, John Metier/Metyer and
Elizabeth Olding were married at Eling,
Hampshire, and four hundred years
later a group of their descendants
gathered to mark the occasion. Mostly
second or thitd cousins who had not
met before, we spent a most enjoyable
day together, exchanging notes, pho-
tographs and ideas. After the initial
welcome at the church, everyone left
armed with old maps and census cop-
ies to work out for themseives where
various 19th century ancestors lived.
Later we visited a farriet’s where at
least three generations of 18th century
ancestors were blacksmiths. We de-
parted after a cream tea with many
hopes that we all keep in touch.

My research began in 1990 when
my grandmother died (why do we so
often leave it too late?). Relatives at
the funeral asked me what | knew
about where our Mettyers came from
and | could only shrug. Keen to rectify
things | made an enthusiastic start,

Ath sy
with many hours spent in record offices

and neglected home and children
{sound familiar?). Later [ had a data-
base of over 1,000 entries and was
ready to launch the one-name study
just in time for the 400th anniversary of
where it all started, for aimost every
name in the collection descends from
this one couple. | know nothing about
them, they are as most 16th century
ancestors, should we be lucky enough
to get that far, merely barely legible
names in a faded register. Neither the
Metyer nor Olding families are appar-
ent before 1596, but that does not
mean | am drawing the ancestral line.
Spellings have varied considerably
over the years; the Eling line retained
the near original which was consoli-
dated as Metyer for most of the 17th
century but strangely it seems that
every branch that moved away took up
the spelling Meacher. Locally the vari-
ants are now well defined - Mettyear at

1 AAabimrmr ot Raracayy Ratrbhar af
I..CC, l'l'lCLLyCl AL DRJLITSC Y AV BV BT St

Southampton and Meatcher in the
New Forest. Few reside north of the

Berkshire RG456Q)

proverbial Watford Gap and better still |

havroa e |y H
1AV wu:uja Jll I.-lll I5 lU \.ﬂ]l‘y lllc [lml!c

intc the next millennium.

Finally, a little secret, For two third
cousins who had not met before, that
day was more than just an ancestral
anniversary. They plan to retum to
Eling church later this year to make
more family history!

Mrs. [ Prestiey, Member No. 2490
25 frensham Road, Crowthome,

A Blencowe Event

WE HAD A MEMORABLE EVENING at
Marston St Lawrence [near Banbury} on
6th May attended by many Blencowes.
It all started in 1993 when | organ-
ised the biennial Blencowe Families
Association reunion, the first time out-
side the States. We spent a week in

and around Oxford and a weel f'nllrlng

up north, including the ancestral village
of Blencow near Pensith. The southem
branch of the family had settled in
Marston in the 14th Century and there
are many memorials in the church. 1
arranged a family service there.

A couple of years later they wrote
from Marston asking if the Association
would care to contribute to a fund
aimed at raising £20,000 to re-hang
and re-tune the five beils. That very
day | had received a transcription of a
will of Thomas Blencowe who in 1540
had bought the manor of Marston after
the Dissolution of the Monasteries for
£180; in the will he left 20 shillings to
“hang the new bell”. ] wrote to our
Secretary in California suggesting that
as one of the bells was actually cailed
Thomas we should try to raise £4,000
to re-furbish it. This proved a bit ambi-
tious, but we did raise nearly £1,000 -

more from outside UK than within,
However, at the naxt biennial rew I;"\Inn

AOWEVE, Sl LA

in Colorado, three of our more affluent
members agreed to put up another
$6,000.

Needless to say, this has made us

Vel)f pOPL"a[ dl IVIEL[S(UH dllCl when we

had a visit there by British Blencowes

last May, they rang a peal in our hon-
our.

Anyway, the work has at last been
done and that Tuesday evening the
bells were re-dedicated by the Bishop
of Brixworth. At the impressive service
Mick Scott, parish councillor, leader of
the bell ringers, and “Captain of the
Tower” gave an address in which he
made special mention of the Blen-
cowes. He told how, when the re-
tuned bells were brought back, half the
village turmed out at the church to wel-
come them. Then followed the engi-
neering work of re-hanging. Chatrles
Morland, one of the prime movers in
the Bells Appeal, is quite severely dis-

abled, but was detemmined to see the

belis back in place. Those of us who,
in May 1996, struggled up tower will
never forget the extremely narrow
spiral staircase. We can only marvel at
the courage and determination of him
and his friends that got him up there -
and safely back down - in his wheel-
chairl After the Bishop had blessed the
bells a celebratory peal was rung.
About three dozen of the clan joined
the villagers at the service and at the
village hall afterwards. There they had
provided an impressive spread of food
and a surprisingly large supply of wine,

A world-wide family

There were nine Blenkos from Penn-

.:l_ylvr.uuc\ and W ‘v’lrgima and two Flour-

noys from Califomnia who were de-
scendants of James Blincoe who ar-
rived in the Americas ¢.1670. There
are a number of Blencowes in UK, USA
and Austraiia who can trace their iine
right back to the 14thC Adam de Blen-
cow - by chance the only one able to
be present was young Jarrad Stevenson
{his mother a Blencowe) who is here
from Amidale NSW and enjoying a
Youth Hostei holiday. Oldest present
was Emie Blencowe, bom in Banbury
in 1915, who is a veteran of the Air-
borne Division and who - | suspect -
would jump again tomorrow if he had
the chance!

Walter Blenko jnr, from Pittsburgh,
met the retired Rector of Marston St
Lawrence who recalled a visit by Wal-
ter Blenko snr some fifty years ago.

It’s events like this that bring my
one-name study to life.

/Dy farlk Blancowa Membear No, 2010

(Lf) JalR LriCrillovyi., FvVii

24 Dale Close, Oxford OXI [TV
Ernail: 100660.2030@compuserve.com
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Reviews

The Clifford Association
Newsletter

Volume 3, Number 3, December
1996. A5 format, 28 pages. Editor D.
J. H. Clifford, “Keewaydin”,
Seisficld Road, West Hoathly, West
Sussex RH19 4QN.

Lots of interesting information in this
newsletter, a mugging in 1802, a de-
scription of the latest Clifford gathering
in 1996, and entries from Boyd's Mar-
riage Index. It is nice to see included
contributions by a number of different
people. | found particularly interesting
the article about Lady Anne’s Dole in
which the income for a field was be-
queathed by Lady Anne Clifferd to the
poor of the parish. This had died out
over the years, but some clever detec-
tive work and persistence by a member
of the family, some money was dis-
covered to still remain in the fund and
the custom was reinstated. This makes
one wonder how much money, from
similar bequests is lying forgotten in a
bank account.

On the negative side | did find that
some of the type had not been

duced correctly and made the reading
somewhat difficult in places. | also feel
it would help if the pages were num-
bered and cross referenced with the
table of contents. However these are
minor details and on the whole | con-
sidered this was a well produced and
informative publication.

S

The Stockdill News

Issues 1 and 2, (Spring 1996 and
Winter 1996) each A4 format, 12
pages. Edited by Roy Stockdill, 6
First Avenue, Garston, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD2 6PZ.

Superb is the only way to describe this
first issue of the Stockdill Family His-
tory Society newsletter. | feel that this
is probably the best journal that I have
ever had the pleasure to review. The
layout is excellent with each page
crammed with interesting information
appertaining to this family name. There
are numerous pictures, drawings, trees
of the pi '

not reproduce very well but this may
well be a problem with the copy |
have, However, this small problem did
not distract from the pleasing effect.
Most will know that the layout of a
page is almost as important as the
contents in keeping a reader interested
and in this respect | can only give this
journal ten out of ten..

The articles range from “How We
Got Our Name” which not only ex-
plains the origins of the sumame (the
first reference being in 1379), but also
the social conditlons that surrounded
the family at times: to a few pointers in
tracing your family history..

The second issue has kept up the
same high standard with the bonus of
colour being added to some pages.
There is only one criticism that | have
of this issue which is that on the front
cover there is a heading “In This issue”,
obviously describing the contents.
However, in most cases the headings
in this list do not correspond with the
headings of the articles they refer to, A
tiny niggle but one | feel ought to be
given some consideration,

Bermard Welchman

nsnn
R

News and Iltems of Interest

Ripon Minster Registers

John Hebden a former Chaiman of the
Guild writes that, having recently, un-
der another hat, published on micro-
fiche the Registers of Ripon Minster,
now the Cathedral, he checked for
Guild members’ registered names, The
list below gives all those with entries
varying from a dozen or so up to sev-
eral pages unless marked “(few)”.

it was easy to do, as a friend put
them all in strct alphabetical order with
a computer programme. The printout is
over 2,000 pages and there is an index
to marriage witnesses. Dates, with
some unfillable gaps are C1572-1855,
B1574-1881, M1576-jun 1837. Price
£6.00 including post UK, £6.50 over-

seas though we have placed copies in
the Society of Genealogists and the
North Yorkshire County Record Office.
Cheques are payable to Ripon Histori-
cal Society.

Abbot Aislabie/Essleby
Alderson Appleby
Amnitage Ash

Beli Binns
Blanchard Bogg
Boyce Britain
Burgess Bumeston
Burreil Buttery
Carlile Carlin
Chandler Clifford
Conyers Cowgill
Dennison Doe
Farmery Famnel
Greaves Halliday

Hardwick {few) Hobson (few)
Hodgson Holyday
Hullah Kendrew
King Kipling
Lawson Leaf

Lickley Lumley
Marsden Marston
Martin Mawson
Messenger Metcalfe
Milbum Miller/Milner
Moorby Nailer

Oddy Paley

Piper Prest

Preston Ridsdale
Riggs Rose

Sagar (few) Saville
Scope Scott
Scruton Simmons
Singleton Skipsey
Slack (few) Smelt
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Smirthwaite Sowter (few}
Stead Stirk (few)
Stott Stubbs
Swain Swyer
Tennant Thompson
Thorp Tunstall
Ullithorn Wade

Ware (few) Warwick
Webb Weeles
Wetherill Wheatley
Whitelock Whitfield
Wilkes Wrigglesworth

Mr John Hebden, Member No. 247
Aldergarth, Galphay, Ripon,
North Yorkshire HG4 3NJ

Baughan tour of North
Oxfordshire

Mr Cliff Baughen, Member No. 379, is
organising a tour of North Oxfordshire
for people interested in the name
Baughan and its variants (Baughen,
Baugham, Baughn, Bauffin, Baffin and
Boffin). This will take place on August
10th, 1997, starting at 10am from
Horse Fair, Banbury. There will be no
charge, but individuals will have to
provide their own transport and re-
freshments, etc. There wilf be some
walking involved as well.

Anyone interested should contact
me at “Roflright”, 4 Harewood Close,
Refgate, Surrey, Fngland, RHZ OHE, or

Toseland Clan Society AGM

September 27th - 28th 1997 will be
the third Annual General Meeting for
the Toseland Clan Society. Once again
it is to be held at the Village Hall, Little
Harrowden, Wellingborough, North-
amptonshire. Doors open at 10am to
6pm both days. Anyone wishing to
bring documents and photographs for
the Society is very welcome to do so.
Tea, coffee and sandwiches will be
available all day, or lunch can be or-
dered in advance. The entrance fee is
£1.00 per adult, Equipment available
for use will be a wordprocessor, fiche
reader (1/2 hour per person), photo-
copielr and computer..

Contact for further details: Mrs F.
Jennings, 40 Moresdale Lane, Seacroft,
Leeds [514 65Y. Tel: 01132 259954,

The 21st Anniversary of the
Cornwall FHS

The Comwall Family History Society is
celebrating its 21st Anniversary in
1997 and will be holding its AGM as
part of a Weekend Conference during
the weekend 31 October ~ 2 Novem-
ber 1997. The event will be held at the
Edgcumbe Hotel, Newdquay, Comwall,
There will be a serles of interesting
talks, opportunities to browse the vari-
ous stands, and to access the Society’s
computer database of names. All of

ment, excellent hospitality and food at
a “Four Crown™ hotel.

Details can be obtained from: AGM
Co-ordinator, Comwall Family Histary
Society, 5 Victoria Square, Truro,
Comwall TR1 2RS.

Journal Deadlines

The deadline for the October 1997 is-
sue is Monday 4 August 1997 and for
the January 1998 issue is Monday 3
November 1997,

Mustrations

Will all authors give some thought
to possible illustrations for their articles
- photographs, drawings, maps, phao-
tocopies of original documenits, etc. -
and enclose details {but not necesssar-
ily the originals at that stage)?

Copyright

Copyright of material is to the Editor of
the joumal of One-Name Studlies and
the author.

The views expressed in this jouma/
are not necessarily those of the
Committee of the Guild unless ex-
pressly stated or implied as in reports
to members by the Committee.

on e-mall: cliff@baughen.

demon.co,uk.

uilci

e Studies

e
of One-Na

The objectives of the Guild are:

a) to advance the education of the
public in one-name studies, this being
defined for purpose of this Constitution
as research into the genealogy and
family history of all persons with the
same sumame and its variants,

b} to promote the preservation and
publication of the resultant data, and to
maximise its accessibility to interested
members of the public.

In furtherance of the above objec-
tives but not further or otherwise the
Guild shall have the following powers:
| To provide a forum for individuals
and groups of people who are en-
gaged in one-name studies
2 To promote lectures, courses, dis-
cussions, meetings, and similar activi-

aditi mish entertajn-

ties for Guild members and other inter-
ested persons.

3 To promote research on topics rele-
vant to one-name studies and to pub-
lish or assist in the publication of the
useful results of such research.

4 To provide and support library serv-
ices for the use of Guild members and
other interested persons.

5 To prepare, produce and publish and
sell or otherwise distribute in any ap-
propriate format a Jjoumal and other
literature relevant to one-name studies.
6 To maintain and publish a Register of
the one-name studies registered by
members and through close associa-
tion with the Federation of Family His-
tory Societies, the Society of Genealo-
gists® and similar organisations in the
United Kingdom and elsewhere, to
secure the widest possible public
awareness of one-name studies. (*The
Guild is also a member society of the
Scottish Association of Family History
Societies)

7 To ensure, by encouragement and
the use of a written undertaking, that
members will deal with all reply-paid
enquiries about their registered sur-
names.

& To do such other lawful things as are
necessary for the attainment of the said
objectives,

New applicants for membership of
the Guild should send a reply-paid en-
velope (or two Intemnational Reply
Coupons) to the Registrar, requesting
an Application Form. The Registration
Fee is &8 for each name registered
{together with up to five varlants).

The Annual Subscription, payable 1st
November, is £12 and covers four is-
sues of this Joumal and two issues of
Family History News and Digest.
Members receive a copy of the current
edition of the Register of One-Name
Studies en joining, and updates and
new editions as they are published.
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Guild of One-Name Studies Registered Charity No: 802048

If undelivered, please return to the Registrar, Dominic Johnson,
33 Redhill Lodge Drive, Red Hitl, NOTTINGHAM, NG5 8JH, ENGLAND

be sent out in October.
This is your only invitation to take
advantage, before 1st October, of a once
only offer of £30 for a 3 year subscription

W This is not your Renewal Notice, which will

1998

SUBSCRIPTION [ HOLIZR B D
SN LL EGAD,

SPECIAL OFFER ../ Y

INVITATION

Great care is taken with membership details, and our aim is to make the Register error free.
Nevertheless, you are requested to check your entry and details in each newly published Register.

If you find an error ot if an amendment heeds to be made, please use form A This should be sent
to the Registrar if this is the only item, or to the Treasurer if you are enclosing a payment with form
A A new registered name will cost £8 otherwise there is no charge. Each year you should consider
the category you have allocated to each registered name against the conditions, and check if this
remains the most apt {If you now wish to register as an ‘A’ society you will need to forward a copy
of your constitution to us).

Additionally, in the Register you can now have (if you use them) sither your facsimile or e-mail
address included, as well as your postal address, There is also an on-line version on the Guild's web
site to complement the present paper and microfiche versions. Your details only appear on this at
present if you have given your writtert permission. Again, you may use form A to do this.

REMEMBER ONLY your POLYLOPE (the plastic envelope) can go STRAIGHT into your WASTE BIN!

X

GUILD OF ONE-NAME STUDIES
PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

Please order direct from the Sales Officer:
Box G, 14 Charlerhouse Buildings, Gosweli Road,
LONDON, EC1M 7BA, England.
E-mail: rsdburton@aol.com

{Cheques payable to. “Gulld of One-Name Studies”)

Titleg - available to all buyers Collected | UK mait t deliveryto | delivery
Delivered prices {when sent) at delivery mﬂ%m & wﬁ:
. . i surface
Prices untii October Journal meetings il
Register of Cne-Name Studies booklet | £3.50 £4.10 £4.35 £5.70
1997 13th Ed microfiche | £2.00 £2.40 £2.60 £3.30
The Journal of One-Name Studies back | percopy
numbers Volume 1. Issues 2/4, 6/8 & EO.75 £1.00 £1.40 £1.95
12 Volumes 2 - 5: Issues 1/12
Please write for postage on multiple copies
Binder (A5} -to hold 12 issues of not
volums 1 to § of the Journal plus index £2.60 £3.45 £4.00 available
Forming a One Name Group
4th Edition by Derek Palgrave £1.75 £2.05 £225 £2.90
Qrganising A One-Name Gathering
by Colin Ulph £175 £2.05 £2.25 £2.90
Sources for One Name Studies
compiled by Brian Christmas £2.00 £2.50 £2.90 £3.60
Atlas of British Surnames, £8.00 £8.60 ~ Non members
by Prof. G W Lasker and -
Dr. C G N Mascie-Taylor Guild members
£4.80 £5.40 * quoting membership

We are sole UK distributors *

number

* Overseas orders should be made direct to Wayne State University Press, Detroit,
Michigan 48202, USA {quoting your Guild membership number if appropriate)

Available to Member

Lapel Badges of Guild Logo -

Enamel on metal in black, goid & white. £2.00 €225 £265 £3.20
With pin fastening, 1" high
Ties with single Guild logo in black, gold | £7.50 £7.75 £8.15 £8.70

& white - choice of background colour -
Forest Green, Maroon or Dark Blue

Please indicate (circle) your colour choice




National County representatives

as at 14 June 1997

representatives

as at 14 June 1997

AUSTRALIA

Mr John Snelson

40 Tennyson Avenue
Turramurra

NSW 2074

Australia

Email:
jsnelson@ozemail.com.au

CANADA:

Mirs [ill Bhar

8 Hobbs Avenue
Nepean

Ontario

K2H 6Wo

Canada

E-mail: bharji?em.agr.ca

NEW ZEALAND

Mus Lii Baker
205 Wall Roact
Hastings

New Zealand

(4

names.

REPUBLKC OF SQUTH
AFRICA

Mr Brian Spurr

70 Hunters Way
Durban North

Natal 4051

Republic of South Africa
E-mail:

BEDFORDSHIRE:

o BERKSHIRE:

* Mrs Polly Lawrence

s 7 St.Nicholas Rd.,

o Newbury

* Berls RG14 5PR

s Tel: 01635-44836

& Mobile: 0374-245436
L ]

+ BUCKINGHAMSHIRE:

bspur@nn.indepenclent.co.zaj CAMBRIDGESHIRE:

LINITED STATES (West)

Mrs | Kilduff

3470 Vista Qaks Drive
Apt 205

Martinez

CA 94553

LSA

a

¢ (CHESHIRE:

s Kelith Plant, 22 Chapel
o Croft, Chelford

: near Macclesfield

o Cheshire SK11 95U

e [el: 01625-860074

s CORNWALL:

Email: kilduffons@aol.com e

LUNITED STATES (East}

Dr John Cookson

s CUMBERLAND:

« Brian Pudner

: 1 Sandath Gardens
¢ Fell Lane, Peniith,

13203 Heritage Woods Pl, ¢ Cumbria CA11 88G

Midlothian
VA 23112
USA

: Tel: 01768-862060

.
® DERBYSHIRE:

Email: Cooksonj@acl.com : Ron Duckett

weg | ®
Guild
of One-Name Studies

was formed in September 1979 to
encourage the exchange of ideas and
co-operative talson between the
growing nurmber of famity historians
who cancentrate their research on all
reterences to a single surname.

In the majority of cases this activity is
carries on by one individual, in some
cases by a number of people working
as a team and in others by a group of
people who may be formally consti-
tuted as a one-name society. A one-
name group may become associated
with the Guild through an individual
member. Anyone with an interest in
this type of research is welcome to

join, membership not being restricted
to those who register specific sur-

o Qutwood Hills Farm
: Lower Qut-woods Rd
« Burton on Trent

e DEI3 OQX

: Tel: 01283-561557

[ ]
® DEVON(SOUTH):
.

.
o DEVON(NORTH):

L 2

o DORSET:

o Paul Oastler

® {2 Cranemoor Avenue
+ Highdliffe, Christchurch
® Dorset BH23 5AN

s Tel: 01425-275384

& DURHAM:
.

: ESSEX:

: Jess Jephcott

o 18 Tollgate Drive

® Stanway, Colchester
s Essex CO3 5PR

.
® GLOUCESTERSHIRE:
[ ]

: HAMPSHIRE:

® Robert Clayton,

: 17 Second Avenue
e Ravenswing

Aldermaston
Berks RG7 4PU
Tel: 01734-815976

HEREFORDSHIRE:
HERTFORDSHIRE:

KENT:

David Cufley, 55
Broomhill Rd., Dartford
Kent DAL 3HT

Telk 01322-223292

LANCASHIRE:

LEICESTERSHIRE:

Frank Brocllehurst

1 Park Avenue, Markfield
Leicester LE67 OWA

Tel: 01530-243370

LINCOLNSHIRE:

Mrs Nomma Neil.
‘Colywell”, Commonside
Westwoodside
Doncaster DN9 ZAR

Tel: 01427-752692

LONDON:
MIDDLESEX:

NORFOLK:

Mrs Mary Griffiths
20 Knyvett Green
Ashwelltharpe
Norwich NR16 1HA

NORTHAMPTON:

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE:
Dominic johnson

33 Redhill Lodge Drive
Red Hiii

Nottingham NG5S 8]H

OXFORDSHIRE:
SHROPSHIRE.:

SOMERSET:

Eric Banwell

Brinton Lodge

37 Milton Lane, Wells
Somerset BAS5 2005

STAFFORDSHIRE {EAST):
{see DERBYSHIRE}

STAFFORDSHIRE (WEST):
Philip Coops, 4 Lakeside,
Betley, Crewe

Cheshire CW3 9AH
Tel: 01270-820600

SUFFOLK:
SURRLY (EAST):

SURREY{WEST):

Martin Gegg

4 Littie Orchard
Woodham, Addlestone,
Surrey

KT15 3ED

SUSSEX:

Christopher Swarbrooke,
Flat 3, Ensign Court

96 Marina

St Leonards on Sea

LEast Sussex TN38 0XA

WARWICKSHIRE:
Jennifer Cranfietd

Rose Cottage, Church St
Fenny Compton

Warks CV33 OYE

Tel: 01295-770285

WILTSHIRE.:

Richard Moore

I Cambridge Close, Lawn,
Swindon, Wilts SN3 ]G

WORCESTSHIRE.:

YORKSHIRE (EAST):
Frank Hakney, 19 Church
St., Elloughton, North
Humberside HU1S 1HT
Tel: 01482-668340

YORKSHIRE (WEST):
{see Yorkshire Fast)

YORKSHIRE (NORTH):

SCOTLAND:

John Hitchon
Tomatin Cottage

52 Lonmore, Gairloch
Ross-shire V21 ZDB
Tel: 01445-712355

WALES:

Geoff Riggs, Peacehaven,
Badgers Meadow,
Pwllmeyric, Chepstow
Gwent NP6 6UE

Tel: 01291-626417
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